






N. Vizcaya is country’s next ‘salad bowl’

P-Noy forms 5 cabinet clusters;
DA chief is member of 3 clusters

(Pls turn to p11)

President Benigno S. Aquino
III recently formed five ‘Cabinet
clusters,’ composed of the re-
spective heads of executive de-
partments and cabinet-level ad-
ministration offices, to ensure ef-
ficiency, effectiveness, and focus
in carrying out government pro-
grams and policies.

Executive Secretary Paquito
Ochoa, Jr. said President Aquino
believes it is more productive and
efficient to meet Cabinet secre-
taries on specific concerns rather
than have officials join meetings
on concerns that do not involve
their portfolios.

The five clusters — created
under Executive Order No. 43,
signed by President Aquino on
May 13, 2011 — address the fol-
lowing key priority areas:

• Economic development;
• Human development and pov-

erty reduction;
• Climate change adaptation

and mitigation;
• Good governance and anti-

corruption; and
• Security, justice and peace.
The Department of Agriculture

is a member of the first three clus-
ters.

The clusters are based on the
proposals submitted by Sec.
Ochoa and the Cabinet to the
President during a workshop held
at the beginning of 2011.

The cluster system was
adopted during the first Legisla-
tive Executive Development Ad-
visory Council (LEDAC) meeting,
on February 28, 2011.

Sec. Ochoa said subsequent
Cabinet meetings were orga-
nized along this line, consistent
with the President’s policy of con-
vening the Cabinet in clusters.

“The cluster system will also
help the President in the effec-
tive implementation of the 2011-
2016 Philippine Development
Plan, which is essentially the
blueprint we will use to guide us
in hitting the development tar-
gets we have set based on the
16-point agenda of the Presi-
dent,” Sec. Ochoa said.

“The clusters will also serve
as advisory committees for the
President and shall recommend
policies related to their respec-
tive cluster’s concerns,” he
added.

Each cluster is chaired by a
Cabinet member, with a line
agency or office designated as
secretariat.

The Executive Secretary and
the Presidential Management
Staff will attend all cluster meet-
ings, with the Executive Secre-
tary exercising supervision over
the cluster system in the per-
formance of his general monitor-
ing and oversight functions.

Cluster chairs may also re-
quire the participation of the
heads of other departments or
agencies when necessary.

The five clusters and their re-
spective chairs, secretariat and
members are:

• Economic development -
Chair: Dep’t of Finance (DOF)

Secretariat – National Eco-
nomic Development Authority
(NEDA)

Members:  NEDA, DA, depart-
ments of budget and manage-
ment (DBM), interior and local
govt (DILG), trade and industry
(DTI), public works and highways
(DPWH), transportation and
communications (DOTC), en-

Dupax del Sur, an upland town
in Nueva Vizcaya—some 107 ki-
lometers southwest of Baguio City
and 250 kilometers north of Ma-
nila—is emerging as the country’s
next ‘salad bowl.’

Five of its 19 barangays, col-
lectively known as KinGBiKS,
grow semi-temperate vegetables
that can compete well in quality
and price with those from Benguet
and in the Cordilleras.

KinGBiKS is the acronym of five
barangays, namely: Kinabuan,
Ganao, Biruk, Kimbutan, and
Sanguit

Most farm-families in KinGBiKS
migrated from Benguet, and thus
are ‘veteran’ growers of semi-tem-
perate crops like lettuce, broc-
coli, cabbage, sweet peas, chay-
ote, cucumber, tomatoes, and bell
pepper. They also grow other
crops like squash, ginger, corn
and adlai.

Majority of  the KinGBiKS
ruralfolk  belong to the Ibaloi and
Kankanaey tribes. They migrated
in Nueva Vizcaya when San
Roque Dam was constructed in
late 1990s.

Now, with a vigorous support
from the Aquino government
through the Department of Agri-
culture, KinGBiKS has the major
elements to make their dream a
reality.

To date, the DA has extended
a total of P13 million in operating
capital, trading post, irrigation,
tramline, and other equipment.

Currently, some 1,500 hectares
in the five barangays are devoted
to semi-temperate crops, but the
area could be further expanded
to about 15,000 hectares, said

KinGBiKS chairman Marcelo
Baysa.

Agriculture Secretary Proceso
J. Alcala turned over close to P7
million in various assistance and
interventions to the KinGBiKS
Farmers’ Marketing Cooperative,
May 19, 2011.

The group is composed of 200
farmers. While it was organized
in 2000, it took Sec. Alcala dur-
ing his visit in September 2010
to recognize KinGBiKS poten-
tials as a major producer of
‘salad’ vegetables.

Part of the P7M given by SEc.
Alcala is a P3.5-million operat-
ing fund from the DA’s Agricul-
tural Credit Policy Council
(ACPC); P3.2  million for irriga-
tion facilities and a tramline;
P50,000 worth communication
facilities; and a pair of carabaos
to help in land preparation.

The amount is actually the
‘second wave’ extended by the
DA. In September 2010, when
Sec. Alcala first visited Nueva
Vizcaya, he committed P6M,
broken down as: P3.5-M oper-
ating capital from ACPC, P1.2
million for a packinghouse and
trading post with multi-purpose
drying pavement; P1 million for
plastic crates and weighing
scales.

The DA also provided assis-
tance to KinGBiKS cooperative
in the form of marketing and fi-
nancial management training; a
vegetable techno-demo project;
and ‘lakbay-aral’ to learn the op-
erations at Sentrong Pamilihang
ng Produktong Agrikultural sa
Quezon, La Trinidad trading post
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Secretary ‘Procy’ Alcala (right) samples lettuce grown in Barangay
Kinabuan, Dupax Del Sur, Nueva Vizcaya, where the Aquino govern-
ment through the DA is investing an initial P13 million to transform
the town into the country’s second major ‘salad bowl.’ Looking on
(from left) are Dupax del Sur Mayor Romeo Magaway, Sr., Nueva
Vizcaya Rep. Carlos Padilla, Robert Olinares of DA-Region 2, and
farmer-leader Marcelo Baysa, who heads the KinGBiKS farmers’
marketing cooperative.

Sec. ‘Procy’ Alcala appre-
ciates a boy as he pounds
on  dried  munggo pods, in
San Mateo, Isabela, con-
sidered as the country’s
munggo or ‘balatong’ capi-
tal. San Mateo farmers
plant  balatong to some
7,400 hectares after rice,
giving them a gross income
of up to P50,000 per hect-
are in two months’ time. At
inset photo, Sec. Alcala is
joined (from left) by
Isabela Gov. Faustino
‘Bojie’  G.  Dy III,  San
Mateo Mayor Crispina
Agcaoili, DA Region 2  Dir.
Lucrecio Alviar, and Vice
Governor Rodolfo ‘Rodito’
T. Albano III.




