











DA allots.... (from p1)

This was the commitment of
Agriculture Secretary Proceso J.
Alcala at the 1%t Philippine Cof-
fee Investors’ Forum, held March
9, in Makati City.

He said the P50M that will be
drawn from the DA's High Value
Crops Development Program
(HVCDP) is “what the govern-
ment can offer in the meantime.”

“Once we see investors will-
ing to partner with farmers to help
them help themselves, we can
always double our funds for the
coffee industry,” he added.

He lamented that the country
imports about P2-billion worth of
coffee every year.

With investor support, said
amount could be better spent on
farmers who could be encour-
aged to produce local coffee va-
rieties and boost the domestic
economy.

The investors’ forum was at-
tended by about 100 partici-
pants, with about one-fourth rep-
resenting 25 investor groups.

Also present were officials of
Nestle Philippines, the country’s
biggest coffee buyer and manu-
facturer; Banco De Oro Unibank
Inc. and the Land Bank of the
Philippines.

Other DA officials, coffee farm-
ers and entrepreneurs also par-
ticipated in the one-day forum.

Government interventions

HVCDP national coordinator
and assistant director of the Bu-
reau of Plant Industry Dante
Delima said the P50-M initial
fund is earmarked for 10 priority
regions, where the DA targets to
provide farmers over 1 million cof-
fee planting materials in priority
provinces.

Delima said 70 percent of Phil-
ippine coffee is Robusta variety.
Other varieties are arabica,
liberica, and excelsa.

He said the DA will also pro-
vide small farm equipment and
machinery like 232 sprayers, 20
screen houses, 18 nurseries,
and a planting materials labora-
tory; rehabilitate five screen
houses, and five nurseries; es-
tablish seven organic or biologi-
cal fertilizer plants, rehabilitate
seven others; put up two bio-con-
trol agent plants, and organic fer-
tilizer composting plants; distrib-
ute soil analysis instruments,
consisting of 409 PH meters and
4 multi-meters; and fund three
coffee production-related re-
search activities.

On irrigation, the DA will es-
tablish 10 small farm reservoirs,
and provide 46,460 meters of high
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Phl to be ...
(frompl)

Korea, where there
is a currently an
FMD outbreak.
Korea's pork pro-
duction is ex-
pected to decline
by 760,000 metric
tons or one-third of
the previous total
estimates of 2011.
Sec. Alcala hopes
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to capture a seg-
ment of the South
Korean pork mar-
ket until it recovers

Sec. Alcala (inset) announces the entire Philippines will soon be declared FMD-
free by the OIE during the 41% general assembly and election of officers of the
Lipa City Multi-Purpose Coop. Marketing Ass’n. (LIMCOMA), in Batangas.

from the FMD out-
break.

He expressed such optimism
during the 41t general assembly
and election of officers of the Lipa
City Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Marketing Association
(LIMCOMA), Batangas, March
12, 2011.

He commended LIMCOMA
members, mostly farmers and
hog raisers, for their strong spirit
of cooperativism, which is worth
emulating by other farmers, live-
stock raisers and ruralfolk all over
the country.

density polyethylene pipes, 328
plastic water drums, and five al-
ternative irrigation systems that
integrate hydro and solar tech-
nology.

On infrastructure and
postharvest development ser-
vices, Delima said the DA will pro-
vide 29 coffee processing equip-
ment, 7 postharvest and storage
equipment, 7 household and 5 vil-
lage level processing facilities,
and funds for postharvest related
research activities.

Expansion areas

For his part, Marriz B. Agbon,
president of DA's Philippine Agri-
cultural Development and Com-
mercial Corporation (PADCC)
said the DA eyes expansion ar-
eas in the provinces of Isabela,
Bohol, Leyte, Bicol, Cebu,
Negros, Bukidnon, Misamis Ori-
ental, Bulacan, and Davao Del
Sur.

He added areas identified by the
DENR as potential coffee planta-
tions include Bulacan, with about
67,000 hectares; Bataan with
19,000 hectares; and Davao with
28,000 hectares.

“Together, the potential of de-
veloping at least 15 to 20 percent
of target areas will be able to cover
the 2010 coffee import figures,
which is in the vicinity of 26,600
metric tons,” Agbon said.

Peter Noszek, chief finance
officer of Nestle Philippines, said
they buy about 80 percent of the
opportunities,” he said.

Public-private partnership to
intensify local coffee industry

Land Bank and BDO officials
siad they are prepared to fund new
coffee plantations and the reha-

bilitation of existing areas. They
are also ready to finance irriga-
tion systems if needed. Borrow-
ers are also allotted a grace pe-
riod to repay the loan until
cashflow is generated.

“On our part, BDO’s support
to agriculture and fisheries is now
slowly picking up. Our bank is
open to individual borrowers pro-
vided they can comply with all the
requirements of the bank which
are needed to secure their abil-
ity to repay the loan,” explained
Rhoda Orsolino, Senior Vice
President.

Successful coffee entrepre-
neurs also shared their experi-
ences. One of them is Noel S.
Gonzales, chairman and CEO of
Corporate Holdings Management,
Inc. (CHMI), which diversified into
coffee production.

“Our plan is to cover 4,000
hectares in a five-year period
through the help of the govern-
ment and banking sector and in
partnership with Nestle as buyer.
At present, we were able to plant
333 coffee trees covering 200
hectares in Alcoy, Cebu within
only five months and now we are
preparing 300 hectares more for
planting. We are also eyeing
Antipolo and San Mateo as new
sites for coffee production,” said
Gonzales.

For his part, CHMI president
Simeon L. Kintanar said they
envision making Cebu as the cof-
fee corridor in Central Visayas.
(with reports from Adam Borja, An-
gelica Barlis and Miko Jazmine J.
Mojica)

He said the DA will strongly
support farmers, livestock and
poultry raisers, fishers, fruit and
vegetable dealers who will fol-
low the footsteps of LIMCOMA.

One of the biggest, success-
ful cooperatives in the country,
LIMCOMA is now engaged in
several food supply chain enter-
prises, from corn production,
feed milling, swine raising,
slaughterhouse operation, pork
processing, and meat shop and
market operation.

It prides itself with the first fully
automated or computerized
feedmill in Southeast Asia im-
ported from the Netherlands.

It has also invested in a 97-
foot twin silo facility that can
store up to 3,000 tons of corn,
and a pelleting machine that can
produce up to 20 tons of pellet
feeds per hour.

In 2010, the cooperative
earned a total of P23.7 million
from its various enterprises.

For their efforts, the DA fur-
ther boosted the cooperative’s
swine breeding and raising op-
erations by sharing several head
of breeder boars and 100 pig-
lets.

Sec. Alcala enjoined the co-
operative to further improve its
slaughterhouse and meat shop
operations to produce more
quality and affordable pork prod-
ucts for consumers in Batangas,
nearby provinces and Metro Ma-
nila.

Finally, he thanked the
LIMCOMA officers and mem-
bers for providing him the oppor-
tunity to touch-base with them,
reassuring them that through
good and transparent gover-
nance, the DA will regain the
public’s trust and confidence, in
compliance with President
Aquino’s directives to the de-
partment.
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Phl sends free bananas to Japanese tsunami victims

The Philippines intends to send
food to Japan, starting with a
shipment of bananas and
plantains, to help feed the
hundreds of thousands of victims
of the massive March 11
earthquake and tsunami that
devastated the northeastern part
of the country.

“We are trying to send some
containers of bananas to help
with their food needs,” Agriculture
Secretary Proceso Alcala said.

The magnitude 9 earthquake
spawned a destructive tsunami
that all but wiped out towns along
the northeastern coast of Japan’s
Honshu island.

The temblor and tidal waves
also damaged the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant,
raising fears of a nuclear
meltdown as authorities furiously
try to contain the disaster.

Alacala said the Department of
Agriculture plans to start by
sending bananas since this is
one of the top commodities that
the Philippines exports to Japan.
A total of 95 percent of the

bananas consumed in Japan
come from the Philippines, he
noted.

He said the DA would send
the “lakatan” variety along with
“saba,” a species of plantain that
may be cooked as a staple. Later,
the DA may also send
pineapples, he added in an
interview.

Alcala said the plan to send
fruits had the blessings of the
President.

“We have coordinated and have
sought the permission of the
President, and he said that it is
only right that we show our
solidarity with them, since they
are among the best importers of
our bananas,” he said.

He said Japan imports more
food from the Philippines than it
exports to the country.

Alcala also said the
Philippines could be expected to
export more food to Japan now,
but called on exporters not to
take advantage of the quake-hit
country.

.. Bans Japanese meat, dairy products

The Philippines will temporarily
ban the entry of chocolate-milk
products and meat products from
areas in Japan where radioactiv-
ity contamination was detected,
the Bureau of Animal Industry
(BAI) said.

“We will no longer be issuing
veterinary quarantine clearances

for chocolate-milk product and
meat products coming from af-
fected prefectures in Japan,” said
BAI Director Efren Nuestro.
Nuestro also disclosed that
chocolate-milk products shipped
to the Philippines from prefec-
tures in Japan that are within the
vicinity of the nuclear reactors

“Let us not raise prices, let's
keep it at the proper level,” he
said.

He also that

noted the

damaged areas in Japan were

damaged on March 11 will be re-
called.

“We would like to give the pub-
lic the assurance that any choco-
late- milk products from the pre-
fectures that were shipped after
March 11 will not be allowed to
enter the Philippines,” he said.

Earlier, the United States Food
and Drug Administration stopped
the importation of milk, veg-
etables and fruits from the pre-

" Rice seed production is

rice hull was fed to the
furnace. He consumes 36
bags of rice hull per seed
batch scoring a 98 percent
germination for his seeds.

As an accredited seed
producer, he regularly plants
some eight to ten varieties of
foundation seeds as required
by PhilRice.

At times, Dolores wants to
plant just a single variety of
seeds that he thinks will sell
like hotcakes, but he sticks
to the rules of accreditation
nonetheless.

His sales averages 1,400
bags of registered seeds per
season, which he sells at
Php 1,200 per 40-kg.bag or
about Php 1.6 million per
cropping season!

He has four outlets in the
nearby town of Munoz. He
never resorts to outsourcing
\\of seeds when his stocks are

... (from p6)

exhausted.

Two years ago, barangay
Faigal became the direct
beneficiary of irrigation water
coming from the Casecnan
Irrigation project of the National
Irrigation Administration. The
project opened some 13,000
hectares of rice land in the
towns of Munoz, Talugtog and
Guinba, all in Nueva Ecija.

Dolores admits that before
the irrigation service was
opened in his area, he usually
consumes some 36 drums of
diesel fuel for his Shallow Tube
Wells to irrigate his 16-ha. rice
farm.

At one point, he bought
diesel for Php 50 per liter,
translating to a production
expense of Php 360,000 in a
single cropping season!

He was also elected treasurer
of the Irrigators association that
covers some 1,231 hectares

N

and involving 750 farmer
beneficiaries. They have
under their care the mainte-
nance of some 9 kilometers
of irrigation canal laterals
and sublaterals that lead to
their area. The irrigators’
association, covering 11
barangays in three munici-
palities, was adjudged as
second best association in
the entire country with a 100
percent collection in irriga-
tion fees.

For two successive
seasons, the irrigators’
association earned P1.6
million during the dry season
and another P800,000 for
the wet season. The asso-
ciation uses the amount for
the regular cleaning of
canals that service their
area.

As a farmer and a rice
seed producer, Dolores has
no regrets whatsoever about
fate that brought him back to
the farm. /

devoted to agriculture, and the
Philippines should try to help by
producing the kind of crops that
have been badly affected.
(Philippine Daily Inquirer)

Sec. Alcala (left)
and Davao del
Norte Governor
Rodolfo del
Rosario appreci-
ate a lobster
raised at the
1,075-hectare
Panabo City Mari-
culture Park, in
Davao del Norte,
a joint project of
the DA-BFAR,
Panabo City and
fishfarmers’
groups. The park
has initially devel-
oped 80 hectares
for culturing lob-
sters, bangus,
siganids grou-
pers, red snap-
pers, seahorses
and seaweeds.

fectures of Fukushima, Ibaraki,
Tochigi and Gunma.

Meanwhile, the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources said it will conduct ran-
dom sampling of mackerel from
Japan to determine whether
these contain abnormal radioac-
tivity.

Bureau Director Malcolm I.
Sarmiento disclosed the Philip-
pines imported 4,000 tons of
mackerel for processing from Ja-
pan.

The government noted that Ja-
pan is not a primary source of
meat products and other major
food products. It said Japan ex-
ports mostly manufactured
goods to the Philippines such
as noodles and tea.

Earlier, the Philippine Nuclear
Research Institute and the Food
and Drugs Administration de-
clared they would test soy prod-
ucts, milk and noodles that en-
tered the Philippines after
nuclear reactors in the
Fukushima Dai-ichi power plant
were damaged by the earth-
guake and the tsunami.

“Some food products sampled
at sites both within the
Fukushima prefecture and in ad-
jacent areas have been con-
taminated by radioactive mate-
rials,” a joint statement of the
Food and Agriculture Associa-
tion and the World Health Orga-
nization said. (Business Mirror)






