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‘SUBJECT:  ESTABLISHING THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE INSTITUTIONAL
| | STRUCTURE AND ARRANGEMENTS ON REGULATORY POLICY WORK.
STREAMS, COORDINATION AND MONITORING

The Department of Agncm]ture (DA) has long recogmzed the neeessn“y of instituting a
harmonized and streamlined framework for regu}amry services in both areas of policy
formulation and 1mplementat10n Such necessity has become increasingly underscored in
carrying out DA’s principal role and responsibilities in ensur ing safe and quality
agricultural and fisheries jproducts for consumers as well as in fﬁcﬂjtatmg tlade of the
same. - :

'I‘he 11111erent commodity Hased orlentatlon of our 1egulatory agenc1es has served to cause
fragmented attention to regulatory measures and actions particularly those related to
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) requirements. The gap has become increasingly evlclem'
in view of the farm-to for1~approae11 now being demanded by the market and consumers
for the products they buy and consume, Nomlthstandmg the distinct traditional
-orientation of the regulatory agenc1es SPS issues and requirements in the agrlculml al and
fisheries sector are systemjc and often lnterllnkecl across commodities.

Consistent with t_he-rationalizaﬂpn of the DA bureaucracy, it has become imperative that
DA refocus its efforts on enhancing effectiveness and efficiency of services in the field of
regulation, including its manpower and financial resources, to priority areas for their
'optlmlzed utilization. Al shift towards harmonizing and streamlining our regulatory
services beyond mere reéulanng is now called for. Towards this end, this Department
Order is hereby issued to establish the institutional structure and arrangements on

regu}atory policy work streams, COOI‘dll‘laUOI’I, and momtormg in the DA
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1. To establish the f{ey work sl:reams relevant to advandng a streamlined and
hdrmonized the regu}atory system and services of the DA;

2 Tc: mstttute an effectWe linkage and appropr:ate level of coez dmahon between DA
“arld the relevant offices and agencies listed under II. Scope and Coverage of this
~Ofder in the formulation and implementation of regulatory policies and services in.

orjder to assure safe and quahty agricultural and fisheries pl‘OdLlClS and to fac111tate

tracle ]

3. To institute a mechamsm for the unified development oF regﬁlatory pohcy posmons
- aijd recommendations, and for effecting appropriate interventions consistent with
international commitments and agreements relevant to tr ade__regulat_lon,

—




4. To facilitate networking with the other government 'offices involved in regulatory

services, Local Government Umts (LGUs) to ensure sy nchronued and transparent

blicies on regulation; and

5 To promote cooperation on regulatory-related initiatives, including capacity and

L
bat)

pability building initiatives across the DA regulatory agencies.

IL 5cope and Coverage

This Dephrtment Order dovers the following offices and agencies:

1. O
2 D
3. D
4. Tl
al
5, B
6.
T
8.
9.
1
1
12.D

ffice of the Assistant Secretary for Regulations (OASR)

A Policy Research Service (PRS) Divisions:

a. Macfo- ELo‘nomic Policy Division (MEPD)

b. Food, Agr lCLllLLllE and lisheries Policy Division [FA[PD]

38 Internatmmlﬂ[faln Division (IAD) ;

A Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Service (DA-AMAS)

e Food Safety l'iegulatmy Agencies (I'SRAs) per the Food Safety Act of 2013
1d its IRR :

ireau of Agﬂrulturp and Fisheries Standards (BAFS)

N FA-Food Development Center (NFA-FDC)

Pl ilippine Fiber Indusrry Development Authority (PhilFIDA)
Nhtional Tobacco Authonty (NTA) .

Bareau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM) \

0. DF\ Information and Communications Technology Service (DA-ICTS)
1.

2. A

Field Operatio%ns Service (DA-FOS)
Regional Fleld Ofnces (RIOs) Regulatory Divisions

IiL I{llsti'tllﬁ()l]’cﬂ Structure and Terms of Reference

Under tile general supef\nsmn of the DA Undersecretary for Plannmg, Policy, R&D and

Regulatig
Coording
impleme
Coordins
harmoni

n and the DA Undersecretary for Operations, the DA Regulatory Policy
ting and Monitoring Committee (DA RPCMC) is hereby created to oversee the
ntation of this Department Order. It shall be composed of a Chairperson and Lead
tors (LCs) with; specific core assigniments deemed necessary to streamline and

ze the DA’s regulatory services.

The Chafrperson and the LCs shall work with the offices and agencies listed in Section 11,
Scope and Coverage in uhderLalam, their respective Terms of Reference (TOR) prescribed

in this

rder. Towards this end, they are hereby authorized to establish their respective

.+ sub-committees and working arrangements as necessary and appropriate.
i g g )

| The Poli‘:y Research Service shall designate a general Secretariat to provide technical and

admini LI

-ative support to the DA RPCMC in the conduct of its tasks.



The DA :RPCMC Composition and Terms of Reference
Al Chai}-person: OIC-Assistant Secretary for Regulations Minda S. Manantan
Terms of Reference:

1. Provide overall leadership and guidance to the LCs in mrrymg out their respective
orkstreams.
2. Monitor the development and implementation of LC 1*esp01131b111tles and actions
plans.
Update the DA Secretary through the Undersecretary for Planning, Policy, R&D and
gulation, the DA Undersecretary for Operations, and the Chief of Staff on the
progress of work and accomplishments of the LCs. :
L. Provide policy recommendations based on the inputs and insights of the LCs to
irther enhance Lhé implementation of their core assignments. '

.

B. Lead Coordinators by Work Stream

1. General SPS COOFdlI]ElltIOIl and Monitoring
Lead Coordinator: Mé Annalyn L. Lopez, FAFPD-PRS

TOR]

a. Sdrve as the lead cdordinator of the DA SPS Focal Group and assist the DA RPCMC
Chairperson in the planning and conduct of the regular plenary meetings, thematic
group meetings, alﬁl/or special meetings of the group; prepare the annual work
priogram of the gron and monitor its implementation; and update as necessary for
the Secretarv’s annioval the comnasition and TOR af the orann

b. Review and monifor l‘eéhnical assistance/capacity building activities to ensure
cansistency with DA SPS policy priorities and needs (e.g, DA- IFC/WB Project
(TERMS); EU- TRTAl US-PH PFG, others). :

offices:

i. review and|consolidate policies, rules, and regulations on SPS and organize

the required internal review and public consultations on issuances affecting

stakeholders;

ii. provide policy inputs in formulating/amending SPS measures as. necessary

and in addre ssing implementation issues; ; '

iii. provide 1nduts in addressing bilateral SPS concerns with trading partners as
well as coumtry positions for multilateral organizations.

C. Ir}}rcoordmatzon/coﬁsultatlon with concerned regulatory agenmes and other relevant

d. Represent the $A on information sharing/advocacy activities on SPS
policy/implementation matters. . , '
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2 Harn%nniz&tion of DA Laboratory Services

Lead [Coordinator: BAFS OIC-Executive Director Karen Kristine A. Roscoim

TOR:

Develop a national action plan on harmonizing all laboratory services provided by
the DA national agencies and the DA RFOs through the Regional Integrated

Agricultural Laboratory Divisions and oversee its implementation.

{

£

Synchronize plans and efforts with the NFA-FDC on harmonization of food salety
laporatory services particularly in line with the latter's role and responsibilities as
Coordinating Laboratory for DA Laboratories as stipulated in the FSA 2013 and its

IR (Section 16. Rules 16.11-16.15).

Develop and oversee the implementation of an integrated program for over-all
dgvelopment including, but not limited to, accreditation, proficiency testing, and

~

aining for the laboratories.

Cdordinate with the concerned national agencies and the DA’RFOs on the upgrading
of{laboratory and testing facilities and provide pertinent 1"9commendatmns for this

purpose. |

Develop, estab]ish§ and maintain the DA National Laboratory Information
Management Systemn (LIMS) .

Implementation of [ize Food Safety Act 2013
Lead Coordipator: Ms Ampam C. Awmpil, Chief FAFPD

TOR:

d.

i

? - ;

[levelop an action i} lan for the implementation the FSA 2013 in accordance with its
RR and the r equlremems stipulated therein, to include, among others:

i.  Conduct of advocacy and information campaign on promoting awareness and
understanding of| the Act and its IRR for both public and private sector
stakeholdeys at the national and local levels;

ii.  Program fol technical assistance and capability building support on meeting
the requirements of the Food Safety Act;

ii. Drafting of subsidiary issuances, specific guidelines and procedures in

support of the IRR in the form of Administrative Circulars, Orders, or other

appropriate legal issuances at the national and local levels for the approval of

the Secretary.

[}

Harticipate in/monitor Codex work such as those of the Technical Committee of the
ational Codex Organization; serve as NCO-TC Permanent Representative to the
odex Contact Point; and oversee the tasks and le‘?pODSlblll’EleS of the CCP
‘hlhppmes

(W e

[

&; 3}11361‘\’1'58 the operations of the Philippine SPS National Notification Authority and

’S-related services to be established such as DA/PHL RASFF, INFOSAN, and others

gnquiry Point; ensure active and updated DA SPS e-Portal and other web-based
ETS these develop.



4. Hari

Honization of DA Quarantine Services under DA-TERMS Project

Lead Coordinator: OIC-Director Christopher V. Morales, DA-FOS

TOR

af

.

rovide over-all coordination for activities un der DA-TERMS.

b. Oversee the smooth transition from a cornmodity-hased regulatory approach to an

it

i

1tegrated risk-based management approach through the implementation of the DA

‘ade Enabling Risk Management System in SPS Operations (TERMS) project and

fa¢ilitate the implementation of the following work streams under said project:

i, Strengthening SPS Policy & Risk Management Framework

ii. Implementing Risk Management for Quarantine & Inspections
iii.  Simplifying & Automating SP5 Export Clearance

iy.  Enhancing SPS Import Clearance

;. Enhancing Collaboration Across Agencies

c. Design and implement capacity and capability building activities on strengthening
quarantine and inspection functions and services under a “one DA Quarantine

5

5. Hary

elvice” rather than a separate, commodity-focused service.

'Jo’nization DA RFO Regulatory Services

Lead Coordinator: OIC-Director Christopher V. Morales, DA-FO5

TOR:
4. Mbnitor and report on the implementation of regulatory activities in the regions such
as| provision of lahoratory services (including animal feed laboratory services);

licensing, I‘egistratioh, and accreditation (including of nurseries); implementation of

Cddes of Good Practice (GAP, GAHP, GAqP, including NOAP); post-market

S

urveillance, if any, and other regulatory services.

b. Report on the linkages between National Competent Authorities/FSRAs and RFFOs on
the conduct of regulatory activities, identify issues and concerns on implementation,

a

nd provide recomniendations to address these.

c. Provide updates on the decentralization of trade regulatory services from national

C

ompetent authorities (BAI BPI, and BFAR) to the KOs,

. Implememation Arrangements

The Chalrperson shall immediately call for an organizational meeting to discuss the various

work s

treams and the corresponding TORs of each LC. Henceforth, the DA RPCMC shall

meet regularly to discuss progress of work, accomplishments, issues and problems
encountered, and recommendations for improved delivery of work.

A monthly written report shall be prepared and submitted to the Secretary through the

Unders

ecretary for Planning, Policy, R&D and Regulation, the DA Undersecretary for

Operations, and the DA Chief of Staff.

All expehses relative to the implementation of this Order shall be charged against the funds

of conc

elrned offices and agencies, subject to accounting and auditing rules and regulations.

This Order shall take effect immediately and shall remain in force until revoked. All other
Orders irrcohsistent hereto are deemed revoked,

o
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