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_' 'WHEPEAS there are L?zi ]ahoratm les ‘under the Department of Aonculune {DA) with no
sustainable development policy, no coordmauon mechanism, and analyzing the same

matrix [F’cmer ?{}09]

. WHER}AS efforts to. 1atmmhze DA i'ibomtory services were done in the p‘iiuL such as
_' -Lhtoucrh DA Admtmstzau\re Order No. 13 Series of 2009, which designated the Food
" Development - Center {FDC) of “the HNational Food Authority {NFA) as the Official
Laboratory of the' Departmenr of Aﬁriculrun, for the Analysis of Contaminants

in Agricultur al, Fisheries and Animal Foods and Food Products, and Bxecutive Order 366 or

_ thei atlonallrallon Plan, bm these efforts need to be mrthel strengthened and supported;

o WHEREAS, in hcrht ofthe abave H is mlpu‘at[ve to optimize the utilization and efficie ncy of

. BA. taboratories and énsure these can provide accurate data for- regulatory and
_ ewrorcement purposes, research and development, standards development, productlon
g extenyon and, mar 1{etmg sewn:a_s for the agriculture and fis} 1ery sectors;

"f_-WHE"{EAJ, it is essential Lo clevelop a Nanona] Strategic Development Plan that will
~rationalize all laboratory services provided by the DA National Agencies, including the
Food Safety Regulatory Agencies (FSRAs), and the DA Regional Field Offices (DA RFOs)

through- their Redlondi Integrated Agricultural Laboratory [RL&L] Division, and facilitate
- the "CC"edltathﬂ ofthe labomtorleg to ]QD 17025;

: _'"N()W THEM}”{}R‘L E, EMMANUEL F. PINUL Secretary of Agriculture, by the powers
" vested in me by law, her bb}' issue this Department Order directing the implementation of
the following _:oiu,y and approaches to rationalizing DA laboratory services, optimizing the
“use of existing laboratory resources, and formulating and implementing a Nationat
Str atcglc Develo pment Plan for DA ]abomlorlet '

L
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L SECTIONT
f- SCOPE AND COVERAGE

i g Thls Depaan Pnt Order: covers all existing laboratories of the DA Food Safety Regulatory

"'Agenmes (DA FSRAs], Oﬂ]&] DA N’itional Agencies and Regional Ofﬁces listed below, which
shall hen ceforth he COHD( tlveiy rdel red to as “DA Laboratories™

l}t\ FSRA& pei ihe 3”&0(1 ‘Saiefy &Lt of ‘UEJ and its IR
SR v Burequofﬁmmal 1ndust1jyﬁ(BA) - D |

: b. Eurnau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources [BFAR]
e Bureau ot Plamlnrlnstrv (BPI}) -



d. Natmnal Meat Inspectxen Sermce [NMiS)
Y- Sugar Regulatory Admihistration (SRA]
¥ _-jOther BA Natwnal egencxes : -

E a} uhppme Flber Industry Development Authorlty (PhllkIDA]

- b) National Tobacco ALIthl'lty (NTA)"

o Phﬂmpme Rice Research Institute (PhilRice) _ :
- .d) Philippine Center for Posthawest Development and Mechamzqtlon [Phl Meci )
- ¢) Philippine Carabao'Cehter (PCC)

. Bureau of Sells and Wﬂter Mmagement [BSWM}

e S i e

' Regmnal Imegrated Agl lcultural La‘bomtorles (RIALS) of the DA Regional Offices
anc! Regmnai Labol atories ef DA~FSRAS and other DA National ﬁgenc_’les

“This Or der also provzdes for co ordxmtlon w1th FSRAs dnd other concerned offices not under
the adrmmstrative control of tl1e DA such as, buL not i1mlted to the following: '
i
1 Feod Develepmem Cenler ofthe Natlonal Food Authm xty (FDC- NTA)
o Femllzer and. Pestlmde Authorlry (FPA); and
3 Phlllppine Cocohut AuthoriLy (PCA)

SECTION K
INJTITUTiONAL AND COORDINATION MECHANISM

'_Undei the gmdance of the Undelsecretary for Policy and Plannmg, Pro;ect Development
R&D, and. Regulatlons and the supervision Df the Assistant Secretary for Regulatiois, the
Bureau-of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS)} is hereby designated as the
-Com dlmtmg Agency f01 the ratlonallzatien ef DA Laboratories.

; BAFS shall Lan y out the pohcy’ and pianmn g aCth}tleS needed to optimize the utilization and
. eff1c1ency of DA laboratm 1es In thzs regard BAFS sl all have the foilomng responSLbllltIes

it Prepare Logether w1t11 Lhe DA Lahoratm ies, a National Strategic Development Plan
x aimed: at ratlonahzmc laboratory services and optimizing the use of existing
i 'Iaboratory Tesources. Thls Plan shall be supported by appropriate and adequate

. funding f for 1equ1red resources, training and education of taboratory analysts, and
[ \:Jegular asse:,smentoftheirlevelofmmpetence o

.-_"‘.-_2.'_,Coordmate thh ‘the agencxes IisLed in ShCTION . SCOPE AND - LOVEIxAGE n
e 'developmg and Implememmp the testing programs and monitoring and surveillance
" plans of their respective laboratories, for use in the development of standards,
- if_regnlatlons,pohcy recommendatlons and for other purposes.

emdmate W1th the Naﬁonal D'nry Authonty (NDA} which cunently has no
s lzab or atory hut tasked to regulate mlll{ producuon and postharvest handling.

3 ._Lensellda’ﬂé and analyze data generated by DA L1borater1es for Legulatory and
'_-___enfmcement purposes sresearch | and development standards clevelopment,
-"_-_'Freduction extension and, marl{etmg services. For this purpose, develop, establish,

-.:'_.._-.-ﬁm serve as overall, admmlstlator of a DA National Laboratmy nformatlon
' -_-'Management System [LIMS . ' '




4. 'ASSLSt laboratones to obtam 1SO 17025 accreditation and ensure adoption of Good

Laboratory Practices (GLP) in all DA laboratories. In this regard, provide proficiency

- testing services for the DA Laboratories through coordination and collab01at10n with
the NFA- I"DC and othe1 pmfmiency testing ser vice prowdel s.

5. Establish the hst of the DA Offlczal References. for Methods of Analysm and Method
' Vahchtlon

6. Undértake the ri'eéessary coordination with the FSRAs and agencies which are not

_ under the admlmstratwe control of the DA to ensure comprehensive implementation
- of th15 Order

7. Momtor the 1mplementatxon of thls Order and submit regular repmts on comphance
and accompllshmf:nts

| . SECTION I
CATEGORIZATION OF DA LABORATORIES

The DA Laboratorles s}ﬂll lje C'itegm ized as Level 1A, 1B, 2A or 2]3 defined as follows:

1. Level 1 Iahnratm ies are the central and regional laboratories of DA FSRAs and othm
DA National Agencxes ]1sLed in Section | [Scope and Coverage}.

';Level 1A quﬁratoues are the cemral labomtorles of DA F&.RAS and other DA
NationalAgenmes o

' .'Level iB quamtarles are the reglonal laboratories of the DA FSRAs and other DA
- National Agenmes '

2. Le.vel 2 Labt_:r_at'dr_ies 'are the Regional Integréted Agricultural Laboratories _[RIALS]
~managed by the DA Regional Offices and, as prescribed in the approved DA
~ Rationalization Plan per EO 366, are composed of the a} Animal Disease Diagnostic

Laboratory;’ b] Feed Control Laboratory; c) Soils Laboratory; and d] Crop Protectmn
Laboratory. I : _

' L.e'vél' 2 Lab brat’-ories are ful_r:th'er classified as Level 2A or Level 2B, based on:

a. status of building, equipment and facilities;
b. availability of competent laboratory analysts; and

~ c. proximity to major seaports and airports where inspection and samplmg are
_ usual}y carried out.

Based on these criteria:

a. Level 2A L_ébora-tories are the RIALs of DA Regions 2,3, 7 and 11
~ b. Level 2B Labaratories are the RIALs of DA CAR, Regions 1, 44,5, 6,8, 9, 10,
12 H'RMM, CARAGA, MIMAROPA, NIR

‘The foregoing basis for categorization shall guide the DA and concerned offices in
prioritizing the development of the laboratories towards ISO 17025 accreditation. In this
regard and ‘without prectuding Level 2B Laboratories in eventual: further capacity
development, Level 2A Laboratories shall be given priority in dev eloplng their facilities

: and meeting the qumrements for ISO 17025 accredltatxon : ;

-~ As ng‘ner level of competence is aLtamed cla551f1canon of DA RIALs may iae upgraded

~ from Level 2B to Level 2A ' i

{



' ' . JEETIOM W :
YUN(TIONS AND RFSPQNSEBELETIES OF THE DA LABORATORIES, BY LLVEL

L Lev 1 L@ Labarai m ies:

"~ a Sh all de*velop an d lmplementjhetr te stmg program and monitoring and sur veillance
L .‘plans ST : : :
~-b. Shall m'maﬁe and per form - anaiysm requiring complex instrumentation and
' lmplememlng methods at levels of high sensitivity
. Shall conform to the national and/or 111ternat10nal standards for Gcod Laboratory
~ Practices (GLP)} anci methiod validation
(. Shalt SLLbSCf}bC‘ to pmfwlency {ests and national inter- hboratmytests
' e. Shall regularly submit repor {'.s to BAYS for Lhe DA I\Tatlonal Laboratory Information
- Management System (Lmasy . 3
£ Shall pm\ncle gmdanmﬂ to RZALS in conductmg tests on samples under thelr respective
e nnschci:lon and!or speaahzatmn
g Shall develop budgetary proposqls (BPs) and Wori an'd Financial Plans (WFPs),
: '-'_'mcn.ldmg those of the Level 1B lahorarorles under their management, that are
responswe to the tesng r eqmremean of then agencies am‘l of stakeholders

. Le-vel' '1!3 Labnr-atnnes:i: fo

- B

Sntiar _,'Shall pr.rfm m lab 01*atory tuncuons as assigned and in accordance w1th the standa1 ds
o and requirements set by the Na’momt Agency managing them
Coobe Shall regularly submit reports to then‘ respective agency for onward transmittal to
A BAFS for the DA Natlonal Labor ’ll'DI‘y Information Management System (LIMS).
e I coordination with their 11ahona] agency, develop budgetary proposals (BPs) and
o Workand Fman cial Plans (WFPs) Ulat are responsive tothe testing requirements of
'“-'thelr egenmes and of sta ucholders ; :

o -leve.l_z-A.and :ZB_ Laiéor-atori&s \

e Shal] cover major and common conLammanb '
- b. Shall perform screening and/oz diagnostic tests and when capable, perfmm plant and
 animal dlsmse dngnosis and analyze soil, water fertilizes and feed quality
¢ Shall conduct sampling, collect samples, and document sample information
_ d. Shall conf’m m to the natmndl and/or mtematlonal ‘*Ldndards for Good Laboratory
. Practices (GLP)©
- e, Interpret results and provide admce to chean (ie. farmers s, MSMEs)
f Corr elate lahoraLory resmlc or ﬁndmgs to good plactlces m primary production (ie.
- GAP, GAIIP GAqP)
g5 Shall ensure the shnmg of resources especially. hrge amlyucal equipment
- h. Shall participate innational inter-laboratory tests to be organized by BAFS
i. Shall deveiop budgetary proposals’ [BPS) and Werk and Financial Plans (WFPs) that
. -are responswe to the requir ements of their stakeholders



' : SECTION v
CAPACITY BU!LD!NG AND ACCREDiTATiON TO IS0 17025

\ﬂil DA FSRAs and. Natmnai Agenmes operatmg as central labmatorleu (Level 1A) shall seek
__accredltatmn oi thmr 1ab01 atorles to ISO 17(325 at the soonest time p0531b

Th‘e capamty of DA Laboralmies shal’l be continuously enhanced through appropriate
: uamma and capaclry bmidlng prog1 ams, szh the end- goal of accreditation to IS0 17025.

- The labora[orles may sbnd samples to the higher- level laboratories for tests when
competence in the1r aboratoryls lad\mg

_T-he cqmpetence of thel abora_tory_analysts_$‘n-a1] be regularly assessed for this purpose.

SL('! 10N w '
RE* COGNITIGN OF PRIVME TESTING ¥ AB@RATQRIES

-'Consxstem w1th Section 30 [e) of the Food Safety Act (FSA) of 2013, DA agencies may
recognize private testing. laboratories accredited by the IJepal tment of Trade and Industry-
Phlhppme ACCledl ation Bureau [DI’ PAB] to suppmt their testing needs.

Accredltatlon shall be m accord'mce with the deﬂmtlon as prescribed in Section 4, Rule 4.1.a
ofthe I“SA '

A

SECTION Vil
FUNDING

i -2 he DA bha]i enqul e promsmn ofthe necessqu {undmg to support the implementation of
e '_ths Depaa tment Order ' :

o

' 'Ihe use ofmcome from laboxatow fees to suppo; £ reguidl laboratory operations shall be
px Oposed by DA unda a Specnl p1 ovision oi the General Appropriations Act.

5 Laboratones ofthe DA Natmnal Agencms and DA Regional Offices shall be guided by the

- followmg poh. ies and procednreu in the preparation of budgetar; proposals (BPs] and
‘NDI]{ and Fmanma Plans (WFPs): |

a. The laboratories shall prepale their respective BPs, including for any upgrading of

- facilities, and WEPs in accordmce wnh the categm ization of their laboratories as
plowded in tlm OI der '

b. _-: The ]abm atones thr ougL 1e11 respectlve National Agencies or Regional Offices shall
L _su}amlt theu BPS to BAFS for review and consohdauon

g "_BAFS shall submlt L}1e consohdated BP to the DA Planning Service Division for
© inclusion in the DA b‘LIbH’lISSIO‘ﬂ to the Department of Budget and Management.



5LCT§GN Vil
REPEALHNG CLAUSE

‘DA Admmlstratwe OldEI No. 13 Scnes of ?1009 de51gnatmg the Food Development Center
_'[}'DL] of the National Food Authority (NFA] as the Official Laboratory of the Department of
- Agriculture for the Analysis of Conta mmams in Agricultural, Fisheries and Animal Foods and
“Tood Products is he}ebylepeaied :
All Clrculars Orders and issuances or par ts thexeoflnronsmtent with the promsmns of this
-Order are lil\emse revo <ed

 SECTION IX.
EFFECTIVI TY

T'ms 01 der shall take efferL lmmedlafel and shall 1emam in force unul revoked or amended.

EMMANUEL F. PIROLS
Secretary
A Y
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