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DA lists Taguig as 1st agri-aqua industrial biz corridor 

in Metro 
ByJasper Y. Arcalas 

 

The Department of Agriculture (DA) has identified Taguig City as the first agri-aqua industrial business corridor in 
Metro Manila due to its logistical advantage and proximity to Laguna Lake. 

In a news statement, Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar said they see “bigger potential” for Taguig as a new hub for 

farmers and agricultural investment as it is adjacent to Laguna Lake. 

Taguig City is now the second identified area in the country to be transformed by the DA into an agri-aqua industrial 

business corridor, a program that seeks to enhance farmers’ productivity and boost the agriculture sector’s contribution 

to the national economy. 

 “With all the existing facilities now by the Laguna Lake, I see a bigger potential for Taguig,” Dar said. 

“Farmers and fisherfolk from Rizal and Laguna could come directly to Taguig using their boats to bring their produce 

and see to it that we have all the cold storages, the warehouses, and of course the open markets for people to come in a 

big way,” Dar added. 

The plan was forged during the meeting of the Multi-Agency Agricultural Government Assistance Program (MAAGAP) 

Para sa Kinabukasan sa Taguig last July 20. 

The DA and the Taguig City local government also signed a memorandum agreement for Urban Agriculture Project 

(UAP) as the city seeks to improve its urban food security. 

“The UAP and MAAGAP for Taguig aim at enhancing urban food security and nutrition, providing an additional source 

of income through processing and improving efficiencies in the food value chain, addressing social integration of 

vulnerable communities, and contributing to urban ecological management,” the DA said. 

Under the UAP, DA will provide Taguig City with interventions for crops, fisheries, and livestock from the Bureau of 

Plant Industry (BPI), Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM), Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

(BFAR), and the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI). 

“We just signed a program that would advance urban agriculture and other interventions for the City of Taguig and we 

will use the existing budgetary support that we have this year to start the projects that have been identified,” Dar said. 

“This is a new normal, a new environment and whether we like it or not, even with pandemic like Covid-19, we cannot 

ignore the importance of planting and other agricultural activities,” Dar added. 
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Taguig the next agri biz corridor: DA 
By Jed Macapagal 

 

Taguig City, home to one of the country’s major business districts, may be the next agri-aqua industrial 
business corridor 

The Department of Agriculture (DA) has partnered with the city for an urban agriculture project and a 
multi-agency agricultural government assistance program as the initial phase in transformng Taguig into 
an agri-aqua industrial business corridor. 

DA Secretary William Dar cited Taguig’s potential due to the developments around the area, including 
plans to rehabilitate the Laguna Lake that can support aquaculture sustainably. 

“Farmers and fisherfolk from Rizal and Laguna could come directly to Taguig using their boats to bring 
their produce and see to it that we have all the cold storages, the warehouses and of course the open 
markets for people to come in a big way,” Dar said. 

The initial partnership between DA and Taguig City aims to enhance the city’s urban food security and 
nutrition as well as to provide an additional source of income through processing and improving 
efficiencies in the food value chain by addressing social integration of vulnerable communities, and 
contributing to urban ecological management. 

The DA earlier New Clark City to host the country’s first agri-aqua industrial business corridor 

The project will start construction next year. It will complement the planned Clark Fresh Market at the 
Clark Civil Aviation Complex which will have an integrated post-harvest facility to cater niche markets 
for organic produce, halal-certified and premium quality food products. 

Dar said these facilities in strategic areas will help address employment challenges in the new normal 
scenario amid the pandemic. 
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Army to boost farming inside camps 

By: Jeannette I. Andrade - Reporter / @jiandradeINQ 

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 04:35 AM July 22, 2020 

 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Not yet turning its arms into plowshares, but the Philippine Army will already start 

producing food. 

The Army is going to transform some parcels of land inside its sprawling camps into farms to help boost the country’s 

food security in the “new normal” brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On Monday, it launched its “Green Camp” program at Fort Bonifacio, its headquarters, teaming up with the 

Department of Agriculture (DA) and Tarlac Heritage Foundation Inc. (THF). 

According to Army spokesperson Col. Ramon Zagala, the program aims to develop the Army’s food self-sufficiency in 

view of possible shortages due to the pandemic. 

A memorandum of partnership with the DA and THF was signed by Army vice commander Maj. Gen. Reynaldo 

Aquino on behalf of Army chief Lt. Gen. Gilbert Gapay, Zagala said. 

Aquino said the program will be implemented in all Army camps nationwide. 

Model farms 

“All Army camps nationwide are currently maintaining model farms toward a transformative and sustainable approach 

to self-sufficiency, which is essential to mitigate food shortage,” Aquino said. 

Agriculture Secretary William Dar stressed that “the threat of hunger is as real as the threat of COVID-19 or any 

insurgence for that matter.” 

“We are confident that we can win the war against hunger through our strategic alliance toward the long term, a strong, 

resilient, and productive Philippine agriculture,” he said. 

Zagala said the DA and THF would provide technical know-how through technology transfer, seeds and possibly 

equipment. They will also help the Army develop a system that could incorporate urban aquaponics and vegetable 

production, he said. 

Will share surplus 

Some soldiers are already growing vegetables in their camps or maintaining fishponds for their own consumption. The 

Green Camp program is organizing that initiative into a nationwide effort for the Army, according to Zagala. Civilians 

also will benefit as the Army will share any excess produce, he added. 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/jeannette-i-andrade
https://www.twitter.com/@jiandradeINQ
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer


Zagala said three hectares inside Fort Bonifacio would be developed as a farm. 

Last April, the Army 2nd Infantry Division under Maj Gen. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos converted two hectares of Camp 

Capinpin in Tanay, Rizal, into a farmland “designed to keep community residents afloat during and beyond the 

enhanced community quarantine.” 

Soldiers in the unit were taught to raise livestock, produce crops, and process food as part of their “mandate to serve the 

people in the field of food security,” Burgos said. 
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Farmers receive P15-M tools 
Published on July 22, 2020 03:30 AM 
By Aldwin Quitasol 
 

 

 

 
 
BAGUIO CITY — Five farmers’ groups comprised the first batch of recipients in the province of Kalinga of 
free farm machineries in Kalinga under the P5-billion mechanization component of the Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement Fund (RCEF). 

The Binongsay Malin-awa Savings and Loan Cooperative and Inambaran Peoples Organization from 
Tabuk City; the Pinococ Farmers Livelihood Organization in Pinukpuk Municipality; the San Pedro 
Agriculture Cooperative; and the Rang-ay Agriculture Cooperative from the Municipality of Rizal were 
awarded P15 million worth of farm machineries and equipment. 

PhilMech Executive Director Dr. Baldwin Jallorina, Department of Agriculture Regional Technical Division 
for Operations Danilo Daguio, Kalinga Gov. Ferdinand Tubban, City Administrator Arnold Tenedero, and 
other local officials formally handed over the 25 machineries and equipment at the Provincial Capitol on 
20 July 2020. 

According to PhilMech, an allocation of P40 million is annually earmarked for Kalinga under the said 
program which aims to raise rice farmers’ productivity, profitability and global competitiveness through 
strengthened access and use of appropriate production and postproduction mechanization technologies. 

Jallorina assured of more machineries to be awarded to farmer associations and cooperatives in the 
province, and encouraged the farmer beneficiaries to build stronger camaderie among themselves for 
sharing in the program. 
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Landbank is expected to exceed the P236.31 billion in loans extended to the sector in 2019. 

STAR/File 

 

Landbank H1 agriculture loans up 3% 
Louise Maureen Simeon (The Philippine Star) - July 22, 2020 - 12:00am 

 

 

 
MANILA, Philippines — Government-owned Land Bank of the Philippines has increased its lending to the 
agriculture sector by three percent to P227.47 billion as of the end of June. 

Landbank is expected to exceed the P236.31 billion in loans extended to the sector in 2019. 

Of the P227.47 billion, P35.63 billion comprised outstanding loans to small farmers, fishers, cooperatives, 
and farmers associations. 

Loans to other players in the agri-business value chain amounted to P191.84 billion, of which P141.67 
billion was lent to small, medium, and large agribusiness enterprises, while P50.17 billion went to agri-
aqua related projects of local government units and government-owned and controlled corporations. 

As of the end of the first half, Landbank assisted 1.97 million small farmers and fishers nationwide, 
representing a 98.8 percent accomplishment over the two million cumulative target for the year. 

Of the 1.97 million farmers, 1.29 million were supported through the bank’s various regular loan offerings 
and lending programs jointly implemented with the Department of Agriculture and the Department of 
Agrarian Reform. 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1475310/louise-maureen-simeon


The remaining 218,530 and 467,919 small farmers were assisted specifically through the DA’s Rice 
Farmers Financial Assistance program and the Financial Subsidy to Rice Farmers program, respectively. 

The state-run bank continues to exert greater focus on driving support for the agriculture sector amid the 
coronavirus disease pandemic. 

Landbank is tasked with promoting countryside development, servicing the financial needs of small 
farmers and fishers, micro, small and medium enterprises, countryside financial institutions, LGUs, and 
government institutions. 
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‘LandBank loans reach more farmers, fishers’ 
ByJasper Y. Arcalas 

 

 

 

 

The Land Bank of the Philippines (LandBank) said its total loan to the agriculture sector in the first half rose by 3.57 

percent to P227.47 billion, from P219.62 billion last year. 

LandBank also said it has achieved 98.8 percent of its target of 2 million cumulative small-scale farmers and fisherfolk 

beneficiaries this year, or about 1.976 million. 

“Of these loans to agriculture, P35.63 billion was outstanding loans to small farmers, fishers, cooperatives, and farmers 

associations,” LandBank said. 

“This includes direct lending to farmers and fishers which grew by P219 million or 18.37 percent from P1.19 billion in 

May to P1.41 billion in June.” 

LandBank said its loans to other players in the agri-business value chain stood at P191.84 billion with P141.67 billion of 

which going to small, medium and large agribusiness enterprises. 

The bank added that P50.17 billion went to finance agri-aqua related projects of local government units (LGUs) and 

government-owned and -controlled corporations (GOCCs). 

LandBank attributed the increase in the number of small-scale farmers and fisherfolk that was assisted by the bank due 

to the Department of Agriculture’s financial subsidy to rice farmers (RSRF) program. 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jasper-y-arcalas/
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“The 300,825 or 18-percent increase from last May’s 1,675,864 tally was due largely to the new farmers assisted under 

the Department of Agriculture’s [DA] Financial Subsidy to Rice Farmers [FSRF] Program.” 

LandBank said 1.29 million farmers and fisherfolk out of the 1.976 million as of end-June were supported through its 

various regular loan offerings and lending programs that are jointly implemented with the DA and the  Department of 

Agrarian Reform. 

The remaining 218,530 and 467,919 small farmers were assisted specifically through the DA’s Rice Farmers Financial 

Assistance Program and the FSRF Program, respectively, it added. 

“Now more than ever, LandBank continues to exert greater focus on driving support for the agriculture sector amid the 

Covid-19 pandemic,” LandBank President and CEO Cecilia C. Borromeo said. 

“Through the whole-of-government approach, our strong partnerships with the Department of Agriculture and 

Department of Agrarian Reform have allowed us to fulfill our mandate of reaching and assisting more small farmers and 

fishers nationwide than ever before.” 
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Outlook sours for sugar industry beset by high output, 

low demand 

By: Karl R. Ocampo - Reporter / @kocampoINQ 

Philippine Daily Inquirer / 04:00 AM July 21, 2020 

 

 

The local sugar industry is dealing with an unusual surplus amid favorable weather conditions coupled with demand 

cutbacks. Local consumption is down, however, and poses a problem that, in the long run, may bite the industry hard. 

Based on the Sugar Regulatory Administration’s (SRA) supply and demand report, sugar output is now at 2.4 million 

metric tons (MT), an increase of 4 percent from the previous crop year. Demand, both from the local and foreign 

markets, is down by 5 percent to 1.71 MT. 

 

The current output is a turnaround from the projection made by the US Department of Agriculture, which forecast that 

local output may fall to its lowest level in 10 years. 

The SRA said output may reach 2.1 million MT this crop year, or 300,000 MT lower from the current figure. 

SRA board member Roland Beltran said unforeseen events—especially the spread of the new coronavirus disease—

were not factored in the forecasts, adding that “climate alone may prove or disprove predictions.” 

While higher sugar production is often a welcome development, the Confederation of Sugar Producers Association Inc. 

spokesperson Raymond Montinola said this could hamper operations if the pandemic would continue to persist. 

“Industries that use sugar have cut back their orders because of the pandemic since they have yet to exhaust their 

current supply. Almost all businesses are operating on a limited scale, and most of our production are committed for 

industrial use,” he said. 

He added the increased demand for ethyl alcohol does not have a significant impact on demand, given that the raw 

material for manufacturing disinfectants is not sugar but its byproduct, molasses. 

Current prices have already reflected the industry’s plight as sugar prices at the mill gate already declined by 8 percent. 

The average rate for a ton of molasses, in turn, has increased by 13 percent. 

Another pressing concern is the lack of sugarcane cutters for the nearing milling season. 

According to Montinola, most sugarcane workers are migrants from other provinces, but with various quarantine 

measures imposed across the country, the industry is seeing a possible shortage of workers. 

https://business.inquirer.net/byline/karl-r-ocampo
https://www.twitter.com/@kocampoINQ
https://business.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer


 “We don’t have enough people here that are willing to be sugarcane workers, but at the same time, we cannot risk the 

spread of COVID-19. It would be a very big problem for the industry if we have to suspend our operations because one 

of our stakeholders have been infected,” he said. INQ 
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P227-B PAUTANG SA AGRI IPINAGKALOOB 

NOONG HUNYO 

 

 
 

 
MAY kabuuang P227.47 billion na halaga ng agricultural loans ang ipinamahagi hanggang noong Hunyo 
bilang bahagi ng pinaigting na suporta sa sektor ng agrikultura, ayon sa state-run lender Land Bank of the 
Philippines. 

Sa isang statement, sinabi ng Landbank na sa kabuuang agricultural loans, P35.63 billion ay outstanding 
loans sa maliliit na magsasaka, mangingisda, kooperatiba at farmers associations. 

Kinabibilangan ito ng  direct lending sa mga magsasaka at mangingisda na tumaas ng P219 million o 
18.37% mula P1.19 billion noong Mayo sa P1.41 billion noong Hunyo. 

“Loans to other players in the agri-business value chain stood at P191.84 billion, of which P141.67 billion 
was lent to small, medium, and large agribusiness enterprises and P50.17 billion financed agri-aqua 
related projects of local government units (LGUs) and government-owned and controlled corporations 
(GOCCs),” ayon sa LandBank. 

Sinabi pa ng state lender na hanggang noong Hunyo ay nasa 1,976,689 maliliit na magsasaka at 
mangingisda ang natulungan nito sa buong bansa. 

Kumakatawan ito sa  98.8% ng 2 million cumulative target nito para sa taon. 

Ang bilang ay mas mataas din ng 18% o 300,825 kumpara sa 1,675,864 noong Mayo. Ang pagtaas ay 
sanhi ng mga bagong tinulungang magsasaka sa ilalim ng Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Financial 
Subsidy to Rice Farmers (FSRF) Program. 

“Of the 1,976,689 farmers and fishers that Landbank has assisted, 1,290,240 were supported through the 
bank’s various regular loan offerings and lending programs jointly implemented with the DA and the 
Department of Agrarian Reform.” 

http://pilipinomirror.com/p227-b-pautang-sa-agri-ipinagkaloob-noong-hunyo/


Ang nalalabing 218,530 at 467,919 small farmers ay tinulungan sa pamamagitan ng DA’s Rice Farmers 
Financial Assistance (RFFA) Program at FSRF Program, ayon sa pagkakasunod. 

“Now more than ever, LANDBANK continues to exert greater focus on driving support for the agriculture 
sector amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Through the whole-of-government approach, our strong 
partnerships with the Department of Agriculture and Department of Agrarian Reform have allowed us to 
fulfill our mandate of reaching and assisting more small farmers and fishers nationwide than ever before,” 
sabi ni Landbank president and CEO Cecilia Borromeo. 
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A guide to urban gardening, part 2: methods and 

requirements 

Published July 21, 2020, 2:00 PM 
by Vina Medenilla 

 

 

 

Growing food in urban areas has become a rising trend not just because it’s a good way to save or earn money 

but most importantly, more people want to be self-sufficient amid the crisis.  

In part 1, Rosalie Joven, resource speaker on the webinar ‘Basics to Urban Gardening’, has imparted the 

advantages of gardening. In this next part, different processes and requirements in urban gardening will be 

discussed.  

To start an urban garden, these are what you’ll need:  

 Space, area, or land 

 Water 

 Labor 

 Quality seeds 

 Gardening or farm tools 

 Resource person or extension worker 

 Natural/inorganic fertilizers and pesticides 

In what ways can you start planting?  

 Containers and pots –  select a container that is suitable for growing seeds. You can use old boxes, water 

gallons, and many more. 

 Roof, alley, veranda, or terrace – this can be performed by those individuals who live in condominiums or 

apartments. 

 Hanging or vertical method – you can make this technique  by attaching old plastic bottles or any planters 

on walls or ceiling using ropes or nylons. 

 Hydroponics or aquaponics – growing plants with the use of water. 

 Greenhouse – this is good for high-value crops like lettuce, basil, or celery. According to Joven, this is 

usually practiced by farmers to protect the plants from insects and diseases. If you opt to use this method, 

know the requirements, and evaluate if it works in your environment. 

 Backyard and garden plots/beds 

Urban gardening doesn’t have to be big as others perceive. You can simply start inside your home by planting 

in a few reused plastic bottles and gradually expand the garden if you want later on.   

Once you’ve chosen the method you’ll be practicing and have prepared the requirements for it, it’s time to 

focus on how you can start gardening, which will be discussed in the next article.  
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A guide to urban gardening, part 3: starting your 

garden 

Published July 21, 2020, 6:34 PM 
by Vina Medenilla 

 

 

 

In the previous article, we delved into different methods and requirements in urban gardening. Here, steps to 

begin your gardening journey from sowing to plant care and maintenance will be discussed.   

Three vital steps in urban gardening  

1. Soil preparation 

2. Seed germination and seedling propagation 

3. Care and maintenance 

For beginners, direct seeding (planting seeds directly in the soil) is a good start as it is the most known 

method, especially for sowing vegetable seeds. However, some seeds grow better when sown in containers or 

seedbeds first and transferred when seedlings sprout. Here is the step-by-step process to begin your seed 

germination and seedling propagation: 

Step 1: Choose and prepare your container  

You may be creative in using any reusable containers available at home like seed pans, pap er boxes, old 

plastic containers, egg trays, or seedling trays. The crucial part of using containers is to make sure to drill 

holes at the bottom for drainage. Clean the containers that you will be using to ensure that there are no fungal 

spores or pests that will hinder plants’ growth.  

Step 3: Prepare soil medium 

Soil must be sterilized for two hours in an oven toaster. An alternative to this is to cook the soil in a pan and 

stir it for 10-15 minutes. After sterilizing, place the soil into the container and water it. 

Step 4: Prepare and sow the seeds 

For sterilizing vegetable seeds, Joven lays them in a clean paper or a plate and exposes them to the sun for 

15-30 minutes. Larger seeds can be slightly poked into the soil using a finger, the smaller seeds mus t be 

scattered only, while medium-sized ones are often sown in holes. In covering them with soil, this depends on 

size; the larger the seed, the higher amount of soil you can cover them.  

Step 5: Seed germination 

Seed germination is a process of cultivating seeds and is the first step in plant development. Giving the seeds 

proper care is important for them to be successful. They must be protected and cared for with enough water 

and sunlight until a few leaves sprout. If one to two leaves emerge, transplant them. 

Step 6: Pricking/thinning 

This next process refers to transferring the seedlings into a more spacious room where they can develop 

freely. The seedlings must also be slowly exposed to sun and air before they are transferred to the ground. 

https://mb.com.ph/author/vinamedenilla
https://mb.com.ph/2020/07/21/a-guide-to-urban-gardening-part-2-methods-and-requirements/


Pricking the seedlings must be carefully done as they are still fragile. Pick them from the bottom not directly 

from the plants’ stem to loosen the compacted soil and not to disturb the roots.  

Step 7: Transplanting 

When you successfully prick the seedlings, transfer them where they’ll grow best. Regularly check the young 

plants and wait for it to grow. 

Step 8: Plant care and maintenance  

In tending plants, you’ll face challenges like pests and diseases. To solve this, be prepared and learn how to 

make natural pesticides so you would know what to do when you encounter them in your garden. You may 

plant natural repellants around your crops such as spring onion, lemongrass, and citronella. For sprouts, 

regularly monitor any worms to prevent them from eating the whole. Joven also recommends watering the 

plants late in the afternoon. Add trellis, nylons, sticks, or bamboo poles for vegetables or crops that will need 

support to develop further. 

You may also opt to do a natural insect attractant. By this, you won’t need to appl y pesticides directly to the 

plant as this will attract the pests surrounding them. You can make your own by placing a native coconut 

vinegar or also known as ‘tuba’ with molasses in a plastic container. This can be hanged around the garden 

while left open wide to attract more insects. 

When you have set your garden, the next thing you’ll do is to make natural fertilizers for your plants, see 

the next article to know more about its types and steps on how to make it.  
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A guide to urban gardening, part 4: making natural 

fertilizer 

Published July 22, 2020, 10:00 AM 
by Vina Medenilla 

 

 

 

Living in urban areas entails challenges like pollution. As per Rosalie Joven, gardener and resource speaker 

during the webinar ‘Basics to Urban Gardening’, if your home garden is located beside or near the roads, the 

application of natural fertilizers will help combat pollution (caused by cars and other pollutants) for your 

plants. 

The previous articles talked about the advantages of urban gardening, different methods to achieve it, 

and steps in gardening. In the last part of the series, Joven discusses types of natural fertilizers and the 

process of making them.  

Natural fertilizer helps to: 

 feed the indigenous microorganisms, 

 improve soil tilth or the soil’s physical condition, 

 aerate the soil and retain soil moisture, 

 provide quality, better-tasting food with higher nutrient content, and 

 lessen production costs. 

Making natural fertilizers 

You can lessen your expenses by making your own natural fertilizer that is safer compared to the fertilizers  

that contain harmful chemicals. This will provide nutrients and proper growth for your vegetables.  

To make an easy natural fertilizer, you’ll need 30% of carbonized rice hull (CRH), 50% of decomposed 

manure, and 20% of sawdust. Do not apply fresh manure as it contains bacteria that might harm your plants. 

It should be decomposed for at least one to three months, added with dried leaves. As per Joven, chicken 

manure is recommended as it has a higher organic matter.  

1. Indigenous microorganisms (IMO) 

Among natural fertilizers, this is a primary component or the ‘mother’ of other fertilizers, said Joven. 

Indigenous microorganisms (IMOs) are made of moldy rice. This removes the foul odor of manure and other 

fertilizers. To create this, prepare your container: it can be a wooden box, bamboo pole, or plastic gallon. Let 

the cooked rice sit in the container and bury it upside down in a shaded area. If using a plastic container, 

cover it under a shade of trees or bamboo groove if possible. Wrap your wooden box or bambo o pole with 

plastic so it won’t get wet when it rains. Make sure to keep it out of reach of children.  

After three days, get the container and it must have pink or light -colored molds in it. If dark molds develop, 

bury or throw it as it is harmful due to its disease-causing organisms. If this is the case, you’ll have to re-do 

the procedure again. Make sure to clean the materials and use another area to bury the moldy rice in. If 

successful, add muscovado sugar or molasses to the moldy rice, cover the conta iner with a cloth or paper, and 

leave it in a cool, shaded area. Ferment it for seven days and it will turn into a dark juice. This can help you 

with soil fertility. 

https://mb.com.ph/author/vinamedenilla
https://mb.com.ph/2020/07/21/a-guide-to-urban-gardening-part-1-advantages/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/07/21/a-guide-to-urban-gardening-part-2-methods-and-requirements/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/07/21/a-guide-to-urban-gardening-part-3-starting-your-garden/


 
If dark molds appear, these must be discarded or buried as it may contain pathogenic organisms. 

2. Fish Amino Acid (FAA) 

If you have intestines, gills, and bones of fish, you may use this method at home. This fertilizer is rich in 

nitrogen that can enhance your soil and that can be fed to animals. Just add them all in a plastic container, add 

the same amount of muscovado sugar or molasses and five tablespoons of Indigenous microorganisms (IMO), 

then mix it well. Conceal the container using a clean cloth, let it sit in a shaded area for 10 -15 days, and 

collect the juice afterward. Mix two to three tablespoons of FAA in one liter of water and spray it on the 

plants, soil, or compost. Muscovado sugar or molasses will help lessen the bad smell of your FAA, so it is 

highly suggested to add it up. 

3. Fermented Fruit Juice (FFJ) 

One example of this is fermented banana-papaya-squash (BSP). This fertilizer contains a high level of 

potassium and beta carotene that helps in plants’ growth. To make this, cut each fruit (banana, papaya, and 

squash) into thin slices and mix it thoroughly with water enough to moisten the mixture then add one kilo of 

molasses and wait for seven to ten days. An easy alternative to this is banana tea that is also packed with 

nutrients. Simply soak the banana peels into the water and leave it overnight or for a few days.  

4. Kitchen wastes compost 

Among the other fertilizers, this is the easiest method to follow. Doing this can reduce your kitchen wastes 

and can help protect the environment. This can be practiced by filling a pail with kitchen wastes like fruit 

peels, vegetable peels, and gills of fish. 

5. Calcium Phosphate 

This fertilizer allows the plants to have enough nutrients to produce flowers and fruits. Aside from providing 

additional nutrients for the plants, it also strengthens the plants’ ability to absorb more nutrients and water. 

Do this by gathering the eggshells from the eggs you consumed at home and roast them in a pan. Do not let 

all parts of it be burnt. “If using brown eggs, the white part should become light brown,” said Joven.  



Roast and stir crushed eggshells in a pan until it turns light brown. Make sure not to overdo it. 

 

Soak the eggshells in native coconut vinegar that should be at least three times the volume of your eggshells. 

Let it sit for a few weeks until you see that the eggshells are torn. A tip from Joven, you ca n also ask for free 

eggshells from the bakery where you buy your bread. 

Do not cover the mixture too tightly as it might explode. Label the calcium phosphate or ‘caphos’ with the date it was formulated on and the date 
it will be ready for use. 

 

 

Instead of chemical fertilizers, make use of your resources by creating any from these natural fertilizers that 

are safe and budget-friendly.  
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AgriNurture to take over fintech firm Pay8 
Louise Maureen Simeon (The Philippine Star) - July 22, 2020 - 12:00am 

 
 

 

 

MANILA, Philippines — Listed agriculture trading company AgriNurture Inc. (ANI) is taking over 
financial technology firm Pay8 Inc. as part of efforts to improve financial access for farmers in 
the rural areas. 

In a regulatory filing yesterday, ANI said it has entered into a memorandum of agreement with 
Pay8 Inc. for the acquisition of up to 51 percent of the latter’s authorized capital stock. 

HatchAsia is a major shareholder of Pay8 and is partially owned by the DFNN Group of 
Companies. 

Based on the current valuation, the corresponding value of the 51 percent is P377.91 million, 
but this will still be subject to ANI’s due diligence review. 

The intended acquisition is part of completing the agricultural ecosystem being envisioned by 
ANI. 

ANI said the financial platform is expected to reach farmers mostly in the unserved rural areas 
of the country. 

HatchAsia and Pay8 are primarily engaged in the information and technology business 
providing multiple systems and platforms to various industries. 

Pay8 is working on establishing a network of payment centers under the Bayad Express brand 
in both urban and rural areas backed up by very-small-aperture-terminal (VSAT) technology. 

It supports its clients through cash management services, billing and collection services, 
transaction processing and analysis, banking and treasury services, payment gateways and 
merchant solutions. 

ANI said linking the e-wallet of Pay8 to its affiliate banks within the ecosystem would allow 
farmers to access credit online and offline and withdraw its profit from any ATM throughout the 
country. 

Online payment services have proven to be an essential service as the government promotes 
the digitalization of the economy amid quarantine restrictions due to the pandemic. 

With its acquisition of Pay8, ANI plans to leverage on its strength as the dominant player in 
farm-to-table models to bring marginalized farmers into the banking grid. 

ANI, through its affiliate BRB Digibank, the first EMI licensed rural bank, will provide online 
micro financing of farm inputs to contract farmers via agri vouchers. 

The company shall put all these financial services under one umbrella – Agri Token Inc., a 
closed looped ecosystem it pioneered recently. 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1475310/louise-maureen-simeon


“We are spearheading the digital transformation of the century old problem of the agriculture 
sector aiming at serving unserved and underserved sectors by establishing a closed looped 
ecosystem with credit rating system,” ANI said. 

“The ecosystem will solve some of the usual risks, therefore encouraging foreign investors to 
lend, or various institutional buyers to participate in the ecosystem and fund contract growers,” it 
added. 

ANI is involved in various agro-commercial businesses focused on trading of grains and fresh 
produce in the Philippines and export markets. 

The company supplies home-grown fruits such as banana, pineapple, mango as well as frozen 
fruits and coconut water to HongKong, China, Australia and Europe, among others. 
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An orchard in Western Mindanao grows figs and 

other exotic fruit-bearing trees 

Published July 22, 2020, 9:00 AM 
by Patricia Bianca Taculao 

 

 

 

Figs (Ficus carica) are fruits of a tree with the same name. It is indigenous to select areas extending 

from the Asian part of Turkey to northern India. However, its natural seedlings are prolific in most 

Mediterranean countries where it’s called “the poor man’s food.” Ironically, it can be expensive in 

areas where it doesn;t grow naturally. 

The fruit can be consumed fresh or dried and contains significant amounts of calcium, potassium, 

phosphorus, and iron.  

Seeing as how figs can be cultivated in warm countries, a nursery and orchard in Western Mindanao 

decided to grow the fruit-bearing trees in their area.  

 

WestMin Plant Nursery and Orchard Farm propagates different varieties of figs. 

 

According to Leslie May Canilao, a proprietor of the WestMin Plant Nursery and Orchard Farm in 

Pagadian City, Zamboanga del Sur, one of the fig varieties that they grow is the black genoa, which 

is a fast-growing tree that can grow to a height of three to five meters tall.   

https://mb.com.ph/author/patriciataculao


During summer, this particular fig variety produces numerous fruits with purple-green skin and dark 

red colored flesh.  

The farm propagates the figs by introducing natural fertilizers such as fermented fruit juice (FFJ), 

fermented plant juice (FPJ), and organic seaweed foliar to ensure maximum fruit production. They 

also use this same technique with growing mulberry.  

“Figs, like mulberries, are easy plants to grow in containers. Anyone can grow it–even those who 

have no experience in gardening,” Canilao said.  

 
Mulberries are also grown on the farm and is one of their best-sellers. 
 

 

Mulberries and figs are some of the farm’s best-selling plants. Mulberries are priced from P300 to 

P500 each, depending on size and variety. As for the figs, these cost from P500 to P2,500, also 

depending on size and variety.  

In a single month, the farm manages to sell an average of 200 to 300 plants from walk-in customers 

and online communities. Canilao shared that they manage to sell more during the rainy season.   

A long-term investment  

WestMin Plant Nursery and Orchard Farm is a family-owned farm and nursery established by 

Canilao and her husband in 2012 when they purchased a 1.3 square meter agricultural plot planted 

with mangoes.  



 
The couple purchased a plot of agricultural land planted with mangoes. 

 

 

“Since mangoes are seasonal fruits, we thought of other plants we could grow in the remaining 

vacant areas. We invested in growing fruit-bearing plants and shrubs that are not native to our soil,” 

said Canilao, who used to work as a retail counter supervisor for a private company.  

Prior to that, the couple have already begun propagating plants for selling with a home -based plant 

nursery business where they planted different kinds of fruit-bearing plants and herbs.  

Eventually, the couple chose to grow exotic fruit-bearing plants because they were inspired by a 

quote from world-renowned plant breeder Luther Burbank which says: “It would be well if fruit 

growers in each geographical section would raise and test new seedlings, and introduce and 

experiment with new varieties produced elsewhere, aiming always to select those best adapted to the 

requirements of the particular locality.”  

It is because of this quote, according to Canilao, that they decided to grow different varieties of 

plants that aren’t native to the Philippines.  

“So we can find the most suitable variety for our climate conditions. Even if some varieties turn out 

not to be very marketable because of reasons such as poor productions, etc., it may still be good for 

home use,” she said.   



 
Apples, which are acclimatized to PH conditions, are also grown on the farm. 
 

 

Presently, WestMin Plant Nursery and Orchard Farm grows different varieties of mulberry trees, 

figs, Acerola cherries, Australian beach cherries, and apple varieties that are accustomed to tropical 

climates.  

They also have blackberries, local raspberries, as well as strawberries.   

Aside from growing plants, the farm also has a small number of native chickens and a start -up 

piggery. The couple also plans to utilize the chickens for organic chicken manure fertilizers which 

are essential for plant propagation in their nursery.  

Managing a nursery  

“It is no secret that running a nursery is hard work,” Canilao said. She shared that aside from 

looking for new varieties to market, she and her husband also have to maintain the right soil 

moisture and temperature for their plants.  



 
According to Canilao, running a nursery isn’t a difficult job to do but it requires hard work, determination,and perseverance. 

 
 

To address most problems in a nursery, she advised that approaching them systematically helps a 

great deal in coming up with a solution.  

For her, running a plant nursery is ideal if one has a lot of spare time and wants to manage a low-

tech business. Additionally, Canilao said that it’s not a difficult thing to do.  

“All you need is a small growing space and a few hand tools. Of course, you need to have passion, 

determination, and perseverance to be able to succeed in running a nursery,” said WestMin’s 

proprietor.  

She hopes that she and her husband could inspire more people to start planting by giving them more 

options on what they could grow while also making sure that these varieties can survive in the 

Philippine climate. 

“It is important for people to start planting or make their own garden because it brings families 

together, offers a good workout, and provides people with seasonal vegetables and fruits. When you 

start planting, it spurs curiosity and learning, providing a real-world classroom to study life science 

in action,” Canilao said. 
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ANI buys fintech firm to provide financing for 

farmers 

Published July 21, 2020, 10:00 PM 
by James A. Loyola 

 

 

AgriNurture Inc. (ANI), the listed agribusiness firm led by businessman Antonio Tiu, is acquiring the 

majority stake in fintech firm Pay8 from HatchAsia, Inc. as part of ANI’s vision to provide unbanked sectors 

access to a wide array of critical financial services.  

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Exchange, ANI said its entry into Pay8 via the acquisition of direct 

shares in Hatchasia, would help boost the company’s plan to digitally transform the agri -agra sector and help 

provide basic financial services to the unserved and underserved sectors of society.  

Hatchasia is partially owned by DFNN Group of companies, thus utilizing the strengths, network, and IT 

Expertise of both listed firms. DFNN is known for its cutting edge technology for high volume secure 

financial transactions. 

Through Pay8, the unbanked masses can have access to the banking grid even if they are in areas with no 

access to wired internet since it utilizes VSAT antennas.  

Linking the e-wallet of Pay8 to ANI’s affiliate banks within the ecosystem will allow farmers to access credit 

online and offline and withdraw its profit from any ATM throughout the country.  

ANI’s banks would also benefit having access to DFNN Group’s digital core banking platforms and Secure 

Identification Platforms. 

Pay8 currently has a wide array of existing contracts including providing payment centers to utilities like 

provincial and rural electric cooperatives.  

It also has an existing contract with PhilPost to provide payment centers in far -flung and unconnected areas. 

Pay8’s payment solutions provide subscribers the convenience of a neighborhood payment center as opposed 

to traveling over land or sea just to make utility payments.  

Due to COVID-19 quarantine restrictions, online payment services have proven to be an essential service. 

The national government is also promoting the digitalization of the economy. 

Pay8 also envisions to serve Winsun Green Ventures, a fully owned subsidiary of Greenergy Holdings Inc. 

(GREEN) which is about to start introducing alternative energy generation options such as solar products in 

the CBD and rural areas.  

With its acquisition of Pay8, ANI also plans to leverage on its strength as the dominant player in farm -to-

table models to bring marginalized farmers into the banking grid.   

ANI, through its affiliate BRB Digibank., the first EMI licensed rural bank, will provide online micro 

financing of farm inputs to contract farmers via agri vouchers.   The company shall put all these financial 

services under one umbrella – Agri Token, Inc. a closed looped ecosystem it pioneered recently.  

 

https://mb.com.ph/author/james-a-loyola
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ANI to buy majority stake in Pay8 
ByEireene Jairee Gomez 

 

 

  

Listed AgriNurture Inc. is purchasing a majority stake in financial technology (fintech) company Pay8 

Inc. from the DFNN Group as part of its efforts to reach more farmers and food growers in the country. 

In a disclosure on Tuesday, the Tiu-led agricultural trading firm said it had signed an agreement on 

acquiring up to 51 percent of Pay8’s authorized capital stock from DFNN unit HatchAsia Inc. after 

increasing Pay8’s capitalization. 

The corresponding value of the 51-percent stake is P377.91 million, based on current valuation. Final 

valuation is subject to ANI’s due diligence before definitive agreements are executed. 

“The intended acquisition is part of completing the agricultural ecosystem being envisioned by ANI. The 

financial platform that will be introduced is anticipated to reach the farmers mostly in the unserved rural 

areas of the country,” ANI said. 

Hatchasia and Pay8 are in the business of information and technology and provide multiple systems 

advertising platforms to various industries. Hatchasia is a major shareholder of Pay8. 

“Through Pay8, the unbanked masses can have access to the banking grid, even if they are in areas with 

no access to wired internet since it utilizes VSAT (very-small-aperture terminal) antennas. Linking the e-

wallet of Pay8 to ANI’s affiliate banks within the ecosystem will allow farmers to access credit online 

and offline and withdraw its profit from any ATM (automated teller machines) throughout the country,” 

ANI said. 

https://www.manilatimes.net/author/eireene_jairee_gomez/
mailto:?subject=ANI%20to%20buy%20majority%20stake%20in%20Pay8&body=https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/07/22/business/companies/ani-to-buy-majority-stake-in-pay8/744280/
mailto:?subject=ANI%20to%20buy%20majority%20stake%20in%20Pay8&body=https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/07/22/business/companies/ani-to-buy-majority-stake-in-pay8/744280/


“ANI’s banks would also benefit having access to the DFNN Group’s digital core banking platforms and 

secure identification platforms,” it added. 

“Pay8 also envisions to serve Winsun Green Ventures, a fully owned subsidiary of Greenergy Holdings 

Inc., which is about to start introducing alternative energy-generation options, such as solar products in 

the CBD (central business district) and rural areas.” 

ANI is one of the country’s biggest produce exporters. It currently supplies home-grown fruits, such as 

mangoes, bananas and pineapples, to customers in Hong Kong, China, the Middle East and European 

countries. 
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Food entrepreneurs urged to observe safety guidelines 

amid pandemic 
ByBusinessMirror 

 

 

Agricultural exporters and local food entrepreneurs are being urged to conform with the international safety guidelines 
for reducing the chances of contracting the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) from food or food packaging, and 
spreading the pandemic. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations 

released “Covid-19 and Food Safety: Guidance for Food Businesses” last April underscoring the need for the food 

industry to reinforce personal hygiene measures and provide refresher training on food hygiene principles. 

“We are encouraging exporters to peruse the document and ensure that you are following the guidelines. The Chinese 

government, in particular, has requested exporters of agricultural products follow the WHO and FAO guidelines,” the 

Department of Trade and Industry-Export Marketing Bureau (DTI-EMB) said in an advisory.  The safety guidelines said 

personal protective equipment (PPE), such as masks and gloves, can be effective in reducing the spread of viruses and 

disease within the food industry, but only if used properly. 

In addition, the food industry is strongly advised to introduce physical distancing and stringent hygiene and sanitation 

measures, and promote frequent and effective handwashing and sanitation at each stage of food processing, manufacture 

and marketing. 

“These measures will protect staff from spreading Covid-19 among workers, maintain a healthy work force, and detect 

and exclude infected food handlers and their immediate contacts from the workplace,” the guidelines said. 

Examples of practical measures to adhere to physical distancing guidance in the food processing environment are 

staggered workstations on either side of processing lines so that food workers are not facing one another; space out 

workstations, which may require reduction in the speed of production lines; limit the number of staff in a food 

preparation area at any one time; and organize staff into working groups or teams to facilitate reduced interaction 

between groups. 

“Maintaining physical distancing in retail food premises is critical in reducing the risk of transmission of the disease,” it 

said. For retailers, the guidelines said they can implement practical measures such as regulating the numbers of 

customers who enter the retail store to avoid overcrowding; placing signs at entry points to request customers not to 

enter the shop if they are unwell or have Covid-19 symptoms; and managing queue control consistent with physical 

distancing advice both inside and outside stores. 

Food workers include managers, cleaners, maintenance contractors, delivery workers, and food inspectors. These are 

personnel who do not have the opportunity to work from home and are required to continue to work in their usual 

workplaces despite the pandemic. 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/lecruz/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessmirror.com.ph%2F2020%2F07%2F21%2Ffood-entrepreneurs-urged-to-observe-safety-guidelines-amid-pandemic%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessmirror.com.ph%2F2020%2F07%2F21%2Ffood-entrepreneurs-urged-to-observe-safety-guidelines-amid-pandemic%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Food+entrepreneurs+urged+to+observe++safety+guidelines++amid+pandemic&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessmirror.com.ph%2F2020%2F07%2F21%2Ffood-entrepreneurs-urged-to-observe-safety-guidelines-amid-pandemic%2F&via=businessmirror
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Food+entrepreneurs+urged+to+observe++safety+guidelines++amid+pandemic&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessmirror.com.ph%2F2020%2F07%2F21%2Ffood-entrepreneurs-urged-to-observe-safety-guidelines-amid-pandemic%2F&via=businessmirror


It further said the food industry should have Food Safety Management Systems (FSMS) based on the Hazard Analysis 

and Critical Control Point (HACCP) principles in place to manage food safety risks and prevent food contamination. 

Food industry FSMS are underpinned by prerequisite programs that include good hygiene practices, cleaning and 

sanitation, zoning of processing areas, supplier control, storage, distribution and transport, personnel hygiene and fitness 

to work -all the basic conditions and activities necessary to maintain a hygienic food processing environment. 

The Codex General Principles of Food Hygiene lay down a firm foundation for implementing key hygiene controls at 

each stage of the food processing, manufacture, and marketing chain for the prevention of food contamination, it added. 

The guidelines said it is imperative for the food business to establish a FSMS and/or HACCP team, the members of 

these groups need to be included in all discussions to ensure that new interventions are reviewed with food safety in 

mind. 

If a business does not have a FSMS and/or HACCP team established, it needs to appoint one person responsible for 

considering whether food safety risks could arise from additional measures. 

This designated person must liaise with food safety authorities for advice, it said. “There is now an urgent requirement 

for the industry to ensure compliance with measures to protect food workers from contracting Covid-19, to prevent 

exposure to or transmission of the virus, and to strengthen food hygiene and sanitation practices,” it added. 
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Kahit may COVID, feeding programs, ayuda sa 

mga magsasaka, tuloy – Nograles 

July 22, 2020 @ 3:15 PM   
 

 

  

Manila, Philippines – “Dapat tayong maging malikhain at mag-isip ng mga paraan upang magpatuloy sa 

pagpapatupad ng ating iba’t ibang mga feeding programs sa panahon ng COVID-19 pandemic, lalo na 

ang mga target sa mga paaralan at mga mag-aaral. Ginagawa natin ang mga mechanics kasama ng 

DepEd at DSWD upang makamit ng Enhanced Partnership Against Hunger and Poverty (EPAHP) 

program ang layunin nitong labanan ang kagutuman.” 

Ito ang ipinahayag ni  Cabinet Secretary Karlo Nograles, Chair ng Task Force Zero Hunger, matapos 

nitong ipunto ang EPAHP bilang isang pangunahing modality kung saan ang Agrarian Reform Beneficiary 

Organizations (ARBOs), Irrigators Associations (IAs) at Farmers Associations ay maaaring magsuplay sa 

supplementary feeding at school feeding initiatives ng gobyerno. 

Si Nograles ang nagsilbing tagapagsalita sa naganap na Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) at 

Marketing Agreements Signing kahapon, Hulyo 21, 2020, na dinaluhan virtually nina Department of 

Agrarian Reform (DAR) Secretary John Castriciones, Undersecretary Emily Padilla at mga opisyal at 

kawani mula sa Central Office pati na rin sa Rehiyon 9, Deputy Director for Welfare and Development ng 

Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP) Jail Senior Superintendent Felly Cebuma at mga 

katuwang nito mula sa rehiyon, mga kinatawan mula sa National Irrigation Administration (NIA), at mga 

kinatawan mula sa iba pang mga ahensya at ARBOs mula sa Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga 

Sibugay, at Zamboanga del Sur. 

Hinikayat din ni Nograles, NIA Chair, ang mga IAs at ARBOs na palakasin ang kanilang paglahok sa mga 

programang ito ng gobyerno, at binigyang diin na “maaari kayong maging partners dahil sa mahalagang 

papel na inyong ginagampanan. Sa pamamagitan ng EPAHP, magkakaroon kayo ng madaling access sa 

merkado dahil bibilhin ng pamahalaan ang inyong ani. Ang market at network access ay mahalaga 

ngayong panahon ng Covid-19 pandemic. Ito ay lilikha ng mga trabaho, at magpapatatag ng mga link-

ups, para malaya kayong tumutok sa produksiyon.” 

Sa isang maikling mensahe, sinabi ni Jail Senior Supt. Felly Cebuma na “walang virus ang makakapigil 

sa atin upang ipagpatuloy ang programa na magpapaangat sa buhay ng ating mga kababayan.” 

“Ganap naming sinusuportahan ang EPAHP program sapagkat nagbibigay ito ng nutrisyon at 

kinakailangang dietary requirements sa abot-kayang presyo kasabay ng pagbibigay tulong sa ating mga 

magsasaka. Inaasahan nating ma-replicate ang mga programang ito sa iba pang mga lugar sa bansa,” 

dagdag ng opisyal ng BJMP. 

Para sa kanilang bahagi, ang ARBOs at IAs ay nagpahayag ng pasasalamat sa mga kasaping ahensiya 

mula sa gobyerno para maayos ang paraan upang mapabilis ang mga transaksyon sa negosyo at alisin 

ang “middle man” na kumakamal ng kita at komokontrol sa pagbebenta ng ani mula sa bukid. 



“Magkakaroon tayo ngayon ng mas malawak na access sa mga mamimili. Maaari natin na direktang 

ibenta ang ating mga produkto sa mga nangangailangan nito,” sabi ni Ronald Diaz, pinuno ng Magsaysay 

Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Cooperative mula sa Zamboanga del Sur. 

Samantala, muling sinabi ni CabSec Nograles, isang dating kinatawan ng Davao, ang pangangailangan 

para sa mas aktibong paglahok mula sa LGUs at local chief executives. 

“Inaasahan ng National Government na lubos itong susuportahan ng ating mga lokal na opisyal at 

makisali sa mga inisyatibong ito. Kung mayroon kayong sariling feeding at nutrition programs sa inyong 

komunidad, gawin nating bahagi ang EPAHP para sa isang mas malawak na diskarte upang labanan ang 

kagutuman. Ang pagkakaisa at kooperasyon ay mahalaga sa pagbibigay ng tulong upang makapagligtas 

ng buhay para sa mas nangangailangan nito, lalo na ngayong patuloy tayong nahaharap sa krisis sa 

kalusugan. Sama-sama, kailangan nating sabihing goodbye gutom at sa bandang huli ay makamit ang 

zero hunger. Kris Jose 
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Use of virgin coconut oil in managing COVID yields 

‘very promising results’ — researchers 

Published July 21, 2020, 12:03 PM 
by Noreen Jazul 

 

 

 

Two researchers said the use of virgin coconut oil (VCO) has yielded “very promising” results in preventing 

and managing COVID-19 cases. 

(PIXABAY / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

Ateneo de Manila professor Fabian Dayrit and Equilibrium Integrative Health Clinic Medical Director Dr. 

Jose Rey Mondejar tested VCO’s effectiveness among COVID-19 patients in Sitio Zapatera, Barangay Luz in 

Cebu City. 

After two weeks of trial, Mondejar said 45 out of the 69 patients tested negative in their Reverse 

transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests. While the other 24 did “not progress to moderate or 

severe” cases. 

Mondejar was tapped by a warden from the Cebu Provincial Detention and Rehabilitation Center (CPDRC) to 

implement a COVID management program in the facility as well.  

When Mondejar started the program for the facility last April 25, he initially recommended an intake of 1 

tablespoon of VCO twice a day for three days per person. He then increased the dosage of VCO to three times 

a day. 

“Nagkaroon ng very promising results and success po, (It yielded very promising results and it was a 

success),” Mondejar told DZMM Teleradyo on Tuesday.  

https://mb.com.ph/author/njazul


Mondejar noted that the CPDRC has been COVID free for six weeks already. 

“Naging preventive siya, but actually it helped in the management ng mga cases sa CPDRC (It was preventive 

and helped in the management of cases),” Mondejar said.  

Mondejar said he is also helping other mild and moderate cases in his clinic. 

“Very positive yung results. Within five to seven days, meron na naging negative (The results are very 

positive. Within five to seven days, there were already patients who tested negative),” Mondejar said.  

Dayrit, for his part, said there is already evidence that VCO can help in preventing COVID-19 because it has 

anti-viral properties. 

VCO, according to Dayrit, is extracted from fresh coconut meat. The ADMU professor advised the public to 

buy VCO products that passed the Philippine National Standard. 
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Soybeans rise, corn eases 
By Reuters 

 

SINGAPORE- Chicago soybean futures rose for a fifth consecutive session on Monday to their highest since 
July 10 on strong demand, even as expectations of crop-friendly weather and ample world supplies capped 
gains. 

Corn lost ground as weakness in oil prices raised demand concerns for the grain-based fuel ethanol. 

“There is a bit of support in the soybean market on the back of Chinese demand but we are sceptical about 
China being a large scale buyer of US agriculture products,” said Phin Ziebell, agribusiness economist at 
National Australia Bank in Melbourne. 

“For corn, there is pressure due to oil demand destruction.” 

The most-active soybean contract on the Chicago Board Of Trade was up 0.4 percent at $8.98-3/4 a bushel, 
after climbing to its highest since July 10 to $8.99 a bushel earlier in the session. 

Corn fell 0.3 percent to $3.38-3/4 a bushel and wheat slipped 0.2 percent to $5.33-3/4 a bushel. – Reuters 
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