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Avian influenza in Jaen farms contained
By Cory Martinez
People's Tonight

The Avian Influenza (AI) A(H5N6) incidence that occurred in quail farms in Jaen, Nueva Ecija, four
months ago has already been managed, controlled and contained.
In its official report to the OIE or World Organization for Animal Health, on July 16, 2020, the Department
of Agriculture-Bureau of Animal Industry (DA-BAI) said it has not detected any cases of AI A(H5N6)
among poultry farms in the vicinity of the index or affected farm in Jaen, in the last 90 days, after
completion of cleaning and disinfection procedures of the affected farm.
DA Secretary William Dar commended the strong partnership among the quail farm owner, provincial and
municipal officials and veterinarians, and the DA Central Luzon Regional Field Office (RFO3) and BAI
team for successfully solving the AI A(H5N6) incidence in Jaen, Nueva Ecija.
DA-BAI Director Ronnie Domingo, on the other hand, disclosed that upon confirmation of said AI
incidence in March 13, 2020, the DA in tandem with the farm owner, local officials and veterinarians
immediately "stamped out" the affected farm, properly disposed off all birds, and undertook thorough
cleaning and disinfection procedures.
Domingo added that a series of surveillance activities were also undertaken to determine the extent of
infection and capture unreported cases.
"All laboratory tests yielded negative results for both quarantine and surveillance zones. Early reporting
and early multi-agency response provided effective closure of the Nueva Ecija avian flu incident," said
Domingo in a report to Dar.
The avian flu incidence at a quail farm, in Barangay Ulanin-Pitak, in Jaen, was initially reported by the
Nueva Ecija Provincial Veterinary Office (PVO), on March 9, 2019. On March 13, 2020, laboratory tests
showed the infected quails were positive for AI A(H5N6).

July 23, 2020

23K sisiw ipinamahagi sa Tarlac hog raisers na
apektado ng ASF
July 23, 2020 @ 7:27 PM

Tarlac City – Ipinamahagi ang nasa 23,000 sisiw sa mga hog raiser na naapektuhan ng African swine
fever (ASF).
Ito ay sa kabila ng pagdedeklara sa lalawigan na ASF-free na ito. Hindi pa rin kasi pinahihintulutan ang
pag-aalaga ng baboy alinsunod na rin sa abiso ng Department of Agriculture (DA).
Bilang alternatibong kabuhayan, aabot sa 23,000 sisiw ang ipinamigay sa 10 munisipalidad at isang
lungsod sa lalawigan mula sa DA regional office.
Kasama sa mga nakatanggap ang mga magbababoy mula sa Victoria, Capas, Gerona, Sta. Ignacia,
Tarlac City, Mayantoc, San Jose, Concepcion, La Paz, at Moncada.
“Para naman makabigay ng tulong at makapag-alaga sila ng chicken na pansamantalang nawalan sila ng
mga kabuhayan sa kanilang pag-aalaga ng baboy,” ayon kay Arvin Cabalu, public information officer ng
Tarlac. RNT/MM
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A b aca export v alue surges b y 40 %
By Jed Macapagal

The Philippine Fiber Industry Development Authority (PhilFIDA) said total value of abaca exports increased
40.3 percent last year to $156.62 million from the previous year’s $111.66 million driven by stronger demand
for abaca pulp which offset the declines posted by other subsectors.
Exports of abaca pulp surged 80.5 percent to $123.1 million from $68.2 million.
Raw abaca fiber registered the biggest decline of 25 percent to $23.41 million from $31.37 million.
Abaca cordage meanwhile dropped 18.1 percent to $7.65 million compared to 2018’s $9.34 million.
Abaca fiber crafts declined 17.3 percent to $1.38 million f $1.67 million as abaca fabrics and yarns slid by 1.1
percent to $1.07 million from $1.08 million.
PhilFIDA said from 93,982 raw abaca fiber bales of 125 kilograms exported, 45 percent went to the United
Kingdom with 42,425 bales.
Japan received 35,502 bales (37.8 percent), Spain with 13,020 bales (13.9 percent) and China with 2,452 (2.6
percent).
From the 27,963.048 metric tons (MT) of abaca pulp exported, the UK bought 12,651.608 MT (45.2 percent);
Germany, 7,756.396 MT (27.7 percent); Japan, 2,491.954 MT (8.9 percent) and US, 1,863.720 (6.7 percent).
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Balance needed between rice and high-value crops
By: Ernesto M. Ordoñez - @inquirerdotnet
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:10 AM July 24, 2020

If we are to succeed in agriculture, food security and our farmers’ welfare, we have to correct the imbalance on budget
support between rice and high-value crops (HVC).
The Department of Agriculture (DA) defines HVC as “crops that have competitive returns on investments vis-a-vis
alternative investment opportunities.” With the current pandemic, it is imperative that we use scarce government
resources in the most effective way. To do this, we must know how much support is given to rice versus HVCs.
For 2020, rice got budget support of at least P62 billion (P7 billion for the rice banner program, P25 billion for
additional support, and at least P30 billion for irrigation). HVCs received less than P3 billion. Comparing the net
returns, as well as profit-to-cost ratios, of rice versus HVCs, it is clear that the DA and our legislators should give
HVCs a much larger budget. Using data from the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), the majority of rice farmers get
a net return per hectare of P16,832, with a net profit-to-cost ratio of 0.40. These are far below those of HVCs.
Recorded in ikot.ph is the following HVC information on these same parameters:
“Every year, the DA gathers information on revenues and costs for farm products. The PSA then compiles all the
information gathered. PSA calculates the average income and costs per hectare of growing the product.”
When we interviewed Agriculture Undersecretary for HVCs Evelyn Laviña why there was such a big budget
imbalance between rice and HVCs, she replied that rice was a political commodity. Laviña said: “During this
pandemic, we realize how important it is to have nutritious food, when imports from other countries are unsure because
of their own lockdowns. Therefore, planting HVCs for self-sufficiency and even in our own backyards (like vegetables
and root crops) needs a much larger budget for information, extension and implementation.” I can speak from my own
experience with sweet potato (kamote), where the average yield was 3.5 tons per hectare.
Hardly known was that the Visayas University State College of Agriculture had developed a sweet potato variety with
a yield of 25 tons a hectare, seven times the national average at almost no additional cost. Using this variety, I got an
average yield of 30 tons in the hectares I planted (or 9 times the average yield). Up to now, because of the HVC limited
budget, this variety is not widely known to the public.
Today, there are thousands of hectares not suitable for rice (including uplands) where no profitable crops are grown.
The Kapampangan Development Foundation (KDF), with chair Manuel Pangilinan and president Benigno Ricafort,
succeeded in putting up the only two hospitals in the world which provide completely free services to people with
disabilities (PWDs).

With this success, KDF embarked on a livelihood program that focuses only on HVCs.
This involves coconut intercropped with other HVCs. Public-private teamwork is done with government agencies such
as the DA and the Philippine Coconut Authority, as well as private sector groups like Alyansa Agrikultura, the
Coalition for Agriculture Mechanization in the Philippines, and Rotary.
An example is Rolan Mayo, a PWD who manages his one-hectare farm from a wheelchair in Tarlac. He has planted
hybrid coconut trees, which have five times the yield and half the growing time of traditional coconuts. In his very first
year, while waiting for his coconut trees to grow, he has already made P800,000 from his intercropped HVC bananas.
Mayo is only one of the 100 KDF model one-hectare farms which demonstrate how HVCs can provide higher incomes
for farmers, while providing free guidance for neighboring farmers interested in HVCs.
Our government should promote HVCs with a much larger budget. Countries like Thailand have done this. From being
behind, they are now far ahead of us. It is imperative that DA and our legislators now provide a better balance the very
large rice budget and the very small (5 percent of rice) HVC budget. INQ
The author is Agriwatch chair, former Secretary of Presidential Programs and Projects and former undersecretary of
Agriculture and Trade and Industry. Contact him via agriwatch_phil@yahoo.com
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Bird flu sa Nueva Ecija naagapan –
DA
July 23, 2020 @ 3:50 PM

Manila, Philippines – Tagumpay na naagapan ng Department of Agriculture (DA) ang highly-pathogenic
H5N6 avian influenza sa Nueva Ecija apat na buwan ang nakalilipas.
Sa pahayag, sinabi ng DA na ang huling 90 araw ay hindi nakapagtala ang Bureau of Animal Industry
(BAI) ng kahit anong kaso ng virus.
Kumpleto na ring naisagawa ang cleaning at disinfection procedures sa mga sakahan.
Kasunod nito ay nakapagsumite na rin ng report sa World Organization for Animal Health noong July 16.
Taon 2017 nang magkaroon ng Avian influenza sa Pampanga at Nueva Ecija.
Maaalalang noong Marso 13, inanunsyo ng DA na muling na-detect ang virus sa isang quail farm sa
Barangay Ulanin-Pitak kung saan 1,500 pugo rito ay namatay.
Sa kabila nito, maaga pa ayon sa departamento na magdeklara na wala na ang virus sa bansa.
“We are still conducting bird flu surveillance in other provinces,” giit ni BAI Director Ronnie Domingo.
“We need to wait for the completion of these field investigations.” RNT/FGDC
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Coco group denies using monkey to harvest
coconuts
posted July 23, 2020 at 11:10 pm by Alena Mae S. Flores

Coco industry advocacy group United Coconut Association of the Philippines strongly denied using
monkeys to harvest coconuts amid the circulation of a viral video which elicited negative reaction from
consumers, animal rights activists and other cause-oriented groups abroad.
“The use of monkey labor in harvesting coconuts in the Philippines was never a practice in its long history
of coconut farming. Production of 15 billion nuts annually are manually harvested by coconut farmers and
farm workers,” UCAP said in a statement.
The animal rights group PETA showed pigtailed macaques in Thailand working like “coconut-picking
machines”. After seeing the video, the UK Prime Minister’s fiancée Carrie Symonds, a conservationist,
recently called on all supermarkets to boycott the products.
The Philippine Coconut Authority said there is no monkey business in the local coco farming practice.
“Philippine coconut farmers do not use monkeys in harvesting coconuts for local use, exports or even
tourism purposes,” said ret. Maj. Gen. Rhoderick Parayno of the PCA Office of the Administrator.
Coconut trees dot an estimated 3.6 hectares of land in the Philippines while 3.5 million Filipinos are
engaged in coconut farming.
The local arm of the People for Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), the international animal rights group
which documented the now viral video, also echoed their support for the Philippine coconuts farmers and
industry.
“Other coconut-growing regions—including the Philippines, India, Brazil, Colombia, and Hawaii—harvest
coconuts for export using humane methods such as tractor-mounted hydraulic elevators, willing human
tree-climbers, rope or platform systems, or ladders. Thailand can easily implement these humane
methods, too,” PETA said in a statement.
The group also made it clear that “PETA does not want coconut milk or oil to be banned.”
“We only want monkeys to be removed from the coconut-picking process,” PETA said.
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources, through the office of Secretary Roy Cimatu, also
assured consumers, animal rights and cause-oriented groups that “the Philippines has high respect for
animal rights, hence, (monkey farming) is a practice that is not done, encouraged nor tolerated in our
country.”
UCAP assured consumers that “the Philippines proudly offers itself as an alternative, ethically-sourced
supplier of coconut products of the highest standards.”
Yearly export earnings of Philippine-harvested coconuts reach up to $2 billion, making the country the
number one source of coconuts worldwide.
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Isabela corn farmers receive alternative livelihood
ByLeander C. Domingo, TMT

ECHAGUE, Isabela: The Department of Agriculture Regional Office 2 (DA-RFO2) distributed in this town at least
500 chickens to be raised by corn farmers severely hit by the drought here.

With close to 100 percent of corn production dragged down by the drought, DA Region 2 Executive Director
Narciso Edillo and Agriculture Assistant Secretary William Medrano distributed live poultry that can be used as
alternative livelihood by the corn farmers.

Loreta Aguilar, Echague municipal agriculturist, said beneficiaries received 10 chickens each as members of the
Valley High Value Cooperative (VHVC), which the Agriculture department included in its project and intervention
program recipients.

Medrano said it was an advantage that there was farm clustering in the town and that the VHVC was one of the
priorities in this kind of project.

“I hope that we can adopt corn-livestock integration where farmers are into livestock farming, planting and
processing of food for both humans and animals,” he said, adding that inclusive agribusiness should also be
developed in this town.

“If everyone is united like the [VHVC], there will be economies of scale, product processing, value-adding and
marketing,” he stressed. He said the VHVC could expand its cornlands from 200 to 500 hectares through the
assistance extended by the agency to uplift the lives of the farmers.

“This poultry and livestock assistance from the government will help members of the VHVC earn extra income for
the family by selling chicken meat and eggs,” Medrano added.|

In addition to corn production, Edillo said farmers could make silage or ferment corn to feed them to their livestock
with less expense.

Meanwhile, the DA-RFO2 has started conducting cloud seeding in areas that are suffering from the lingering effects
of the drought.
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N . Ecija b ird flu outb reak stom ped
By Jed Macapagal

The Department of Agriculture (DA) said the avian influenza (AI) A(H5N6) outbreak in Jaen, Nueva Ecija
four months ago has been managed, controlled and contained.
The outbreak is the latest to be reported since the last reported case in 2017.
The agency, through the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) reported to the World Organization for Animal
Health it has not detected any cases of the disease in poultry farms in the vicinity of the index of affected
farm in Jaen in the last 90 days after cleaning and disinfection procedures.
BAI director Ronnie Domingo said upon confirmation of the incident on March 13, the DA in tandem with
the farm owner, local officials and veterinarians immediately stamped out the affected farm, properly
disposed off all birds and undertook thorough cleaning and disinfection procedures.
A series of surveillance activities were also undertaken to determine the extent of infection and capture
unreported cases around the one kilometer (km) and 7-km radius. Quarantine checkpoints were also set up to
restrict movement and trade of all poultry animals and to ensure the disease has not progressed.
“All laboratory tests yielded negative results for both quarantine and surveillance zones.
Early reporting and early multi-agency response provided effective closure of the Nueva Ecija avian flu
incident,” Domingo said.
But he clarified the Philippines cannot be declared bird-flu free.
“We are still conducting bird flu surveillance in other provinces. We need to wait for the completion of these
field investigations… At the moment we tell poultry farmers and industry stakeholders we have just
completed our AI surveillance in other high risk provinces. Lab samples are still being processed,” he
explained.

July 24, 2020

‘Bird flu’ incidence stemmed in
Jaen
Published on July 24, 2020 03:10 AM
By Maria Romero

Surveillance following an avian influenza (AI) incident that occurred in Jaen, Nueva Ecija four
months ago yielded indications that it had been managed and contained before it could further
spread.
In its official report to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on 16 July 2020, the
Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) said it has not detected any
cases of AI among poultry farms in the vicinity of the index or affected farm in Jaen in the last 90
days after completion of cleaning and disinfection procedures of the affected area.
“All laboratory tests yielded negative results for both quarantine and surveillance zones. Early
reporting and early multi-agency response provided effective closure of the Nueva Ecija avian
flu incident,” DA-BAI Director Ronnie Domingo said in a report to Agriculture Secretary William
Dar.
Dar commended the strong partnership between the quail farm owner, provincial and municipal
officials and veterinarians, the DA Central Luzon Regional Field Office and BAI team for
successfully solving the AI incidence.
Upon confirmation of AI in a quail farm in Barangay Ulanin-Pitak on 13 March 2020, the DA, in
tandem with the farm owner, local officials and veterinarians, immediately “stamped out” the

affected farm, properly disposed off all birds, and undertook thorough cleaning and disinfection
procedures, according to Domingo.
A series of surveillance activities were also undertaken to determine the extent of infection and
capture unreported cases.
The PVO conducted immediate disease control measures and depopulation to mitigate the
spread of the disease on 14 March 2020 wherein subsequently, cleaning and disinfection were
implemented.
Surveillance around the one -kilometer and seven-kilometer radius was carried out, while
quarantine checkpoints were established to restrict movement and trade of all poultry animals
and ensure that the disease has not progressed.
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NIA planning more hydro, floating solar power projects

MORE floating solar and hydroelectric power projects are being planned at sites to be selected by the
National Irrigation Administration (NIA).

According to studies conducted by the NIA, a total of 379 sites have the potential to be developed for
hydro, thereby maximizing the utilization of irrigation water.

Among the potential sites, four are now operational — the 8.5 megawatt Magat River Irrigation System
(MARIS) Main South Canal Hydroelectric Power in Isabela, the 1 megawatt Rizal Hydropower Plant in
Nueva Ecija, the 1 megawatt Bulanao Mini-Hydropower Plant in Kalinga, and the 500 kilowatt Marbel No.
1 Mini-Hydropower Plant in South Cotabato.

The NIA said that while it encourages the establishment of more hydroelectric sites, it said projects should
not disrupt the delivery of irrigation water to farms.

Meanwhile, NIA said that aside from Magat Dam, where a 200 kilowatt pilot floating solar project has
been installed, other dam reservoirs hold the potential to host floating solar projects, including
Pantabangan Dam and Casecnan Dam in Nueva Ecija.

The NIA said that floating solar projects have less environmental impact compared to land-based solar
installations due to minimal use of heavy equipment.

“The solar panels installed over the reservoir can help reduce the amount of water lost due to
evaporation, which becomes particularly useful in times of drought and El Niño,” the NIA said.

“The agency offers its dams and reservoirs for water-based projects which can achieve the same purpose
of increasing power production while saving agricultural land and providing additional income to the
government,” the NIA said.

Another renewable technology is solar powered irrigation systems (SPIS) which aim to replace traditional
diesel pumps.

The NIA said that SPIS have lower operating costs compared to diesel and are built to last for up to 25
years as long as the solar panels are maintained properly.

One SPIS has been completed in Malasiqui, Pangasinan, irrigating 25 hectares planted to corn.

The NIA has also started installing the P3.56 million Isumbo Pump Irrigation Project. It is the first solarpowered irrigation pump in Sofronio Española, Palawan.

The system is capable of producing 100 gallons of water per minute and is expected to irrigate 10
hectares.

The NIA said its activities are authorized by Presidential Decree No. 552, issued on Sept. 11, 1974, which
gave NIA control over the utilization of water resources primarily used for irrigation. — Revin Mikhael D.
Ochave
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P23-M worth of projects released to farmers,
fisherfolks in Agusan, Dinagat
Published July 23, 2020, 6:00 PM
by Mike Crismundo

BUTUAN CITY – The Regional Project Advisory Board (RPAB) of the Department of Agriculture
(DA) in Caraga region approved two projects amounting to P23.5 million for the farmers and
fisherfolks in the provinces of Agusan del Norte and Dinagat Islands.
The DA 13-RPAB headed by Regional Executive Director Abel James I. Monteagudo approved the
proposed two sub-projects in an effort to increase the productivity of farmers and fisherfolks while
also improving the living conditions of their respective families.
Benefited of the project is the Casiklan Wheels Farmers Association, Inc.’s (CAW FAI) “Green
Coffee Bean Production and Marketing” project in the town of Las Nieves, Agusan del Norte. RFAP
approved funding from the Department of Agriculture – Philippine Rural Development Project (DAPRDP) amounted to P19 million.
The PRDP is a six-year World Bank-funded project that aims to achieve a 5-percent increase per
year in real household annual incomes of farmers and fisherfolk beneficiaries and a 30 -percent
increase in incomes for targeted beneficiaries involved in enterprise development.
RPAB also approved the P4.5 million funding for the Input Provision/Support for Seaweeds
Production, Processing, and Marketing project of the New Mabuhay Seaweeds Farmers and
Fisherfolk Association (NMSFFA) in the Province of Dinagat Islands (PDI) town.
“The approved proposed sub-projects were already endorsed by the Caraga region DA-13 to the
central office for the final approval,” said DA 13 Regional Information Officer Emmylou T.
Presilda on Tuesday.
She said if all the submitted documents will be validated and approved, the funding for the said
projects will be released before the end of the year.
“These sub-projects will surely improve the living condition and production of our farmers and
fisherfolks in the countryside,” the region’s DA 13 regional spokesperson added.
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Panabo City brgy ordered on lockdown due to ASF
infection
Published July 24, 2020, 3:07 PM
by Philippine News Agency

DAVAO CITY – Davao del Norte Gov. Edwin Jubahib has ordered the lockdown of a barangay in Panabo
City, following confirmation of 12 cases of the African swine fever (ASF) infections in the area.
In a statement on Friday, the Davao del Norte provincial government said the “lockdown” that began on July
22 meant that no pig or pork products may enter or leave Barangay Cagangohan while all pigs in the area will
“immediately” be culled to prevent the infection from further spreading.
“We now blocked the entry and exit of live pig and pork products to and from C aganguhan to stop the spread
of the disease,” Jubahib said, adding that affected growers will be compensated.
In February this year, the provincial government implemented a temporary ban on entry of live hogs and pork
products following confirmed cases here as well as Davao del Sur and Davao Occidental provinces.
Jubahib’s Executive Order 28 prohibited the entry of live pigs and by-products from the three areas, as well
as other places with confirmed ASF cases.
The governor said he already coordinated with local officials and residents on strict quarantine procedures,
together with the Department of Agriculture-Region 11 (DA-11) Chief Ricardo Oñate Jr.
Police and military authorities, he said, have been tapped to help implement the quarantine.
According to DA-11, growers of culled pigs will be entitled to receive P2,000 per suckling and P8,000 per
hog as indemnification.
Jubahib said the provincial government will also begin delivering native chickens to the affected households
next week to make up for lost income.
Also, Oñate said the affected hog raisers could avail themselves of a zero -interest loan of up to P30,000 from
the DA’s Agricultural Credit Policy Council (ACPC), payable in three years.
“Let us work together in ending the threat of ASF in Davao del Norte,” the DA-11 chief said.
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Philippine coconut industry: No monkey business here
Published July 23, 2020, 3:17 PM
by James A. Loyola

Philippine coconut groups are quick to assure that local farmers do not use monkeys to harvest coconuts after
a viral video showing monkeys harvesting coconuts in Thailand sparked strong reaction from consumers,
animal rights activists, and other cause oriented groups abroad .

(MANILA BULLETIN)

“The use of monkey labor in harvesting coconuts was never a practice in the Philippines throughout its long
history of coconut farming,” leading coco industry advocacy group United Coconut Association of the
Philippines (UCAP) said.
It added that “Philippine production of 15 billion nuts annually is manually harvested by coconut farmers and
farm workers.”

The animal rights group People for Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) showed a video of pigtailed
macaques in Thailand working like “coconut-picking machines.”
After seeing the video, the UK Prime Minister’s fiancée Carrie Symonds, a conservationist, recently called on
all supermarkets to boycott coconut products.

Experts say that a trained monkey can collect up to 1000 nuts per day, while an experienced human coconut
picker can only get up to 80 on a good day.
But the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) is quick to draw the line – there is no “monkey business” in the
local coco farming practice.

“Philippine coconut farmers do not use monkeys in harvesting coconuts for local use, exports or even tourism
purposes,” said Ret. Maj. Gen. Rhoderick Parayno of the PCA’s Office of the Administrator.

Coconut trees dot an estimated 3.6 hectares of land in the Philippines and 3.5 million Filipino s are engaged in
coconut farming.

The local arm of PETA also echoed its support for the Philippine coconuts farmers and industry.
In a statement, PETA said “Other coconut-growing regions — including the Philippines, India, Brazil,
Colombia, and Hawaii — harvest coconuts for export using humane methods such as tractor-mounted
hydraulic elevators, willing human tree-climbers, rope or platform systems, or ladders. Thailand can easily
implement these humane methods, too.”
The group also made it clear that “PETA does not want coconut milk or oil to be banned. We only want
monkeys to be removed from the coconut-picking process.”

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources, through the office of Secretary Roy Cimatu, also
assured consumers, animal rights and cause-oriented groups that “the Philippines has high respect for animal
rights, hence, (monkey farming) is a practice that is not done, encouraged, nor tolerated in our country.”

While the piece about the monkey video shot in Thailand created uproar and even calls for international
boycott on coconuts sourced from similar animal labor farms, the United Coconut Association of the
Philippines assures consumers that “the Philippines proudly offers itself as an alternative, ethically -sourced
supplier of coconut products of the highest standards.”

Yearly export earnings of Philippine-harvested coconuts reach up to $2 billion, making the country the
number one source of coconuts worldwide.
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Taguig groomed as agri-aqua corridor to aid farmers,
fisherfolk
By: Karl R. Ocampo - Reporter / @kocampoINQ
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 04:05 AM July 23, 2020

The Department of Agriculture (DA) said it would transform Taguig City as an “agri-aqua business corridor” following
developments that were made to improve Laguna Lake, which would enable farmers and fisherfolk to access the city
more conveniently.
The agency signed a memorandum of agreement with the local government unit of Taguig on Monday, which would be
implemented under the Multi-Agency Agricultural Government Assistance Program (Maagap) Para sa Kinabukasan sa
Taguig.
“Farmers and fisherfolk from Rizal and Laguna could come directly to Taguig using their boats to bring their produce
and see to it that we have all the cold storage, the warehouses and of course the open markets for people to come in a
big way,” Agriculture Secretary William Dar said.
He added that this would allow Taguig to become a major gateway for farmers and fishers going to Metro Manila,
noting that Laguna Lake might be developed and rehabilitated as a means to improve aquaculture.
Just a few weeks ago, Spanish firm Acciona inked a contract with Maynilad Water Services Inc. to put up an advanced
reverse osmosis technology in the Laguna Lake area, with the hopes that it could provide clean and potable water to the
lake’s beneficiaries.
The government has been struggling with rehabilitating Laguna Lake due to water waste and unregulated fish pens in
the area.
Dar said the Maagap program was just a phase of a bigger concept of an agri-aqua industrial business corridor.
Taguig Mayor Lino Cayetano, with support from his brother and wife in Congress—Pateros Rep. Alan Peter Cayetano
and Taguig Rep. Maria Laarni Cayetano—vowed to back DA’s goal to ensure the country’s food security.

July 23, 2020

65% magsasaka tiwalang ‘di susundan ng anak
ang kanilang yapak
July 23, 2020 @ 3:41 PM

Manila, Philippines – Naniniwala ang nasa 65% ng magsasakang Filipino na hindi susundan ng
kanilang anak ang kanilang yapak, batay sa ulat.
Ayon sa pag-aaral na Aging Filipino Rice Farmers and Their Aspirations for Their Children ni
Florencia G. Palis ng University of the Philippines Los Baños, 65% ang nagsabing hindi nila
nakikitang magiging magsasaka ang kanilang anak.
Anila, lahat ng kanilang anak ay nais magkolehiyo upang makamit ang non-farming jobs sa
urban areas o sa ibang bansa.
Umabot lamang ng 35% ang magulang na nagnanais na maging magsasaka ang kanilang
anak.
“The associated with rice farming as a means of livelihood further discourages parent farmers to
aspire for their children to be like them. The uncertainty in yield and income is real to them and
they attribute it to unpredictable weather situations, unstable output price and input costs, and
natural disasters like heavy rains, floods, and drought, including pest and disease infestations,”
paliwanag ni Dr. Palis.

Lumabas din sa pag-aaral na may mga magsasaka na nasa poverty dahil sa kakulangan sa
kapital.
Bukod pa rito, tinatawag din ng iba ang kanilang sarili na mangungutang.
“There is a need to pay attention to rural services for agricultural extension including hassle free
and practical mechanisms of providing capital to farmers,” lahad ni Dr. Palis.
Isinagawa ang naturang survey sa 923 magsasaka mula sa piling probinsya ng Isabela sa
Luzon, Iloilo sa Visayas at Agusan del Norte sa Mindanao. RNT/FGDC
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Farmers not keen on children following in their
footsteps – study
Published July 23, 2020, 1:04 PM
by Dhel Nazario

Sixty-five percent of Filipino farmers believe their children would be better off going to college and work in
cities or abroad rather than engage in farming.

(MANILA BULLETIN FILE PHOTO)

This is according to the study “Aging Filipino Rice Farmers and Their Aspirations for Their Children” by
Florencia G. Palis of the University of the Philippines Los Baños, which appeared in the Philippine Journal of
Science (PJS), a publication of Science and Technology Information Institute of the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST-STII).

It said 65 percent of farmers believe their children will not have a future if they become rice farmers.

It also said most farmers want their children to obtain a college education so they can work on non-farming
jobs in urban areas here or abroad.

Only 35 percent wanted their children to be rice farmers.
“The risk associated with rice farming as a means of livelihood further discourages parent farmers to aspire
for their children to be like them. The uncertainty in yield and income is real to them and they attribute it to
unpredictable weather situations, unstable output price and input costs, and natural disasters like heavy rains,
floods, and drought, including pest and disease infestations,” Dr. Palis explained.

“My waist and back are painful, especially during and after transplanting the rice seedlings. I need to bear
these pains so that I can provide some food for my family,” one informant, Aling Tasy a (not her real name)
told Dr. Palis.
Tatay Berto (not his real name), another informant, recounted, “My grandson, a vocational graduate, worked
in the Middle East. He gives monthly support to his parents. He already bought a rice field and his parents are
managing it. My daughter’s family is no longer borrowing money to use as capital in their farm production.
They have also improved their house.”
The study stated the non-farming jobs are seen to be better than farm labor.

If there are farmers who want their children to follow in their footsteps, they are more likely older farmers
who want someone in the family managing their farm and continuing the tradition.
The research also finds that Filipino rice farmers are trapped in the cycle of poverty since mo st of them have
insufficient capital to cultivate rice.
The study added that farmers often brand themselves as borrowers or “mangungutang”.

With high input costs, they are forced to borrow money from informal lenders who charge them high -interest
rates, or traders who require them to sell their produce immediately at a low after harvest.
“There is a need to pay attention to rural services for agricultural extension including hassle free and practical
mechanisms of providing capital to farmers,” according to Dr. Palis.

She said agricultural extension should not only focus on dissemination of technological innovations but social
innovations to achieve impacts in improving the lives of Filipino farming households and farming
communities.

In this manner, farmers and their children may aspire for farming occupation or business if it has a better pay off.
Complementing the study was a farmer household survey conducted among 923 farmers who were randomly
selected from three provinces representing each of the three big islands: Isabela for Luzon, Iloilo for the
Visayas, and Agusan del Norte for Mindanao.

The survey included in-depth interviews and focus group discussions on the lives and situations of Filipino
farmers.

The overall average age of farmers was 53 years old, ranging from 50 to 59 years at the average age level in
the three covered provinces, and 16 to 89 years at the individual age level.

Majority of them had elementary education, and on average they spent only eight years in school, or an
equivalent level of 2nd year high school before quitting.

The number of years they are engaged in farming ranges between 22 to 30 years.

There were more men farmers at 70 percent than women farmers at 30 percent, and mostly are married at 85
percent.

The average household size was five and the average number of children was four.

July 23, 2020

NEDA-7 Regional Director Efren Carreon said that Central Visayas’ economic recovery must be anchored on the infrastructure buildup to make
the region more attractive to investors during the post-crisis era.
Release / JTF CV Shield

NEDA-7 optimistic economy to recover
Mitchelle L. Palaubsanon (The Freeman) - July 23, 2020 - 12:00am

CEBU, Philippines — The National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)-7 is optimistic the
region’s economy will recover gradually amid the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.
NEDA-7 Regional Director Efren Carreon said that Central Visayas’ economic recovery must be anchored
on the infrastructure buildup to make the region more attractive to investors during the post-crisis era.
“Our positive outlook continues to be there. We will rebound with our infrastructure projects in place and
the plan for mass transport system, which should enhance our attractiveness to foreign companies,”
Being centrally located in the country, the region is in a great position to attract more investments from
abroad, especially those leaving China post-pandemic, he said.
“We have a modern airport. Metro Cebu Expressway is on the pipeline. Our new container port is about to
commence later this year. Other airports and seaports in the region have also been upgraded,” he said.
Carreon added domestic tourism will also likely start to recover by the end of this year or early 2021.
Tourism has been one of the most affected industries in the region by the current crisis.
Carreon estimated the tourism sector incurred losses of about P12.5 billion in the first quarter of 2020
alone due to travel restrictions and mass quarantine measures.

Accommodation facilities, including hotels and resorts, recorded the biggest foregone revenue at P5.5
billion, followed by restaurants at P4.7 billion, retail at P1.9 billion and transport at P876 million.
While the services sector has took a backseat during the economic downturn, Carreon projected that it
will continue to dominate the regional economy.
However, he sees “more focus” on the agriculture sector, which has proven to be very essential during
this crisis as more people rely on farm products to survive.
“That’s the opportunity there. Our agri-fishery sector currently contributes about five percent to our
economy. But there’s so much potential. We need to invest more into the sector to increase production,”
he said.
While the Central Visayas economy is poised to start its recovery path in the second half of the year,
Carreon said growth may not be as robust as it was in 2019. GAN (FREEMAN)
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Palay Q2 output estimate upgraded to 4.12 million MT

PRODUCTION estimates for palay, or unmilled rice, for the second quarter were upgraded slightly to 4.12
million metric tons (MT), up 0.13% year on year, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) said.

In its updated Palay and Corn Estimates, the PSA raised its estimate from the 4.11 million MT projection
on April 1.

If realized, the new estimate represents a 6.85% increase from the second quarter of 2019.

The PSA said that the land area containing harvestable rice in the second quarter is now estimated at
956,128 hectares, up 4.46% year on year.

The yield per hectare is estimated to increase 2.38% year on year to 4.31 MT.

Corn production is now estimated to increase 0.9% to 1.37 million MT for the quarter, against the previous
projection of 1.35 million MT issued on April 1.

If realized, corn output would rise 16.12% year on year.

According to the PSA, the harvest area for corn is estimated to increase 4.44% year on year to 393,767
hectares.

Yield per hectare for corn is estimated to increase 11.25% year on year to 3.46 MT.

“For corn, about 292,680 hectares or 74.33% of the updated standing crop has been harvested, while
around 614,917 hectares or 68.97% of the planting intentions for the second quarter have been realized,”
the PSA said. — Revin Mikhael D. Ochave
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Pangasinan gives tractors,
fishing implements
Published on July 24, 2020 03:00 AM
By Jonas Reyes
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LINGAYEN, Pangasinan — The provincial government awarded various farm machineries and fishing
implements to farmers and fishermen groups on Wednesday as part of Pangasinan’s farm mechanization
program.
Pangasinan Gov. Amado Espino III awarded some 87 units of hand tractors, 57 units of shallow tube
wells with complete implements, fishery paraphernalia, fingerlings and seedlings to farmers and
fisherfolks at the Narciso Ramos Sport and Civic Center.
Espino urged the beneficiaries to do their best in their trade as they are greatly needed in this time of the
pandemic to ensure food security.
The Provincial Government has earmarked P15,660,395 million and P1,995,000 million for hand tractors
and shallow tube wells coming from the provincial share of the 2016 collection of burley and native
tobacco excise tax.
Fishermen also received paraphernalia which include gill nets, seine nets, cast nets, and screen net for
alamang, as well as 400,000 pieces of tilapia fingerlings.

