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Focus tranSf orms agriculture rhetoric into reality 

I 
t is the focus given by the Department of Agriculture's {DA) top management that transforms the rhetoric of noble intentions to the reality of concrete plans and actual results. This we have seen in recent months. In 2016, frustrated by the poor performance of agriculture with average annual growth of 1.5 percent compared to industry's 6.5 percent in the past six years, Alyansa Agrikultura (AA) united with four other coalitions to form. Agribusiness Alliance {AF A). AA represented small farmers and fisherfolk, while the others represented agribusiness, science and academe, rural women and multisectors. The coalitions selected six priority areas for the DA to address immediately. These were: road maps and management systems; private sector participation; agriculture extension; credit and insurance; international trade; and structural reform in coconut, water and agriculture consolidation. 

On July 29, in an AFA meeting with President Duterte, as represented by Agriculture Secretary William Dar, nine initiatives for urgent action were identified in the context of these six priorities. Below is the status of these initiatives: 1. Importation. We mustuse leg�l trade remedies to ensure a level playing field, especially for rice and poultry. For hogs, comprehensive inspection and testing must be done to prevent the further spread of the African swine fever (ASF). Secretary Dar has taken action on this. In addition, the Department of Trade and Industry resources such as their attaches and deep expertise must be harnessed to supplement the DA efforts. 2. Rural women. A separate unit has been created to increase their empowerment in areas like fisheries and animal production, where their participation is only 15 percent and 32 percent, respectively. Programs are now being implemented to correct this imbalance. 

COMMENTARY 
ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ 

3. Exports. The missing private sector trade expertise is now being provided. There are new product-specific strategies for market access to countries like Korea and Taiwan. 
4. Antismuggling. Thoughthis is still problematic (e.g. less than 4 percent of the confirmed P1.4 billion rice smuggling loss in 2019 has been recovered), there is now a DA-supported program for the private sector to have the Bureau of Customs access to nonclassified information and inspection. 5. Fisheries. Imported fishnot following trade laws like labeling are identified and banned from wet markets, the main income source for municipal fishers. Secretary Dar has installed a required Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) for commercial ships. This will prevent them 

from catching fish in municipal waters reserved for small fishers. Postharvest and processing facilities are critically needed here, as in other sectors such as rice, corn, poultry and livestock 6. Tariffs. The restorationof higher rates for products in exchange for the rice liberalization postponement is being discussed. The Tariff Commission will consider the new situation caused by the pandemic. 7. National information
network. This legally mandated body is finally being set up after 
24 years. It digitizes information and collects the long-missing agriculture-related data needed for both government and private sector planning and decision-making. 8. DA budget. This budgethas to be increased and allocated much more effectively. An example is that poultry and livestock, which produce 30 percent of agriculture output, is getting only 3 percent of the DA budget. 9. Coconut levy. While release is imminent, there is still 

no credible road map and plan to guide the effective distribution of the funds to the farmer beneficiaries. In addition, farmers should be part of the deci" �ion-making body. Recently, focus has been getting concrete results. AFA commended Dar's creation of a Provincial Agriculture and Fisheries Extension System (Pafes), done with local government units. But only one province has started this. On Dec. 4, Dar directed Pafes implementation nationwide through one focal province per region as a model for other provinces. Since several commercial ships illegally encroaching on our municipal waters are depriving small fishers of their catch and depleting our scarce fish supply, Dar instituted the VMS. This way, commercial ship movements will be electronically monitored and penalized for illegal activity. When certain critical priorities were not sufficiently addressed, Dar created a powerful committee with three critical undersecretaries to solve this problem. 

The DA can now address the two most important but inadequately addressed two issues today. The first is governance. There will now be road maps with action plans agreed upon by both the DA and the private sector, as well as a management system with transparency and accountability. The second is importation. There will be the proper import policy with trade remedies utilized, as well as the inspection, testing and antismuggling activities necessary to have a level playing field. Given this focus, the rhetoric of good governance and enlightened importation poli- \ cy can now become the reality of results that our agriculture needs badly today. INQ 
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HARNESSING power from the sun, the DA promotes the use of modern technology by implementing its SPIS for the Filipino farmers. 

DA taps_ solar power to irrigate 
remote farmlands 

Solar-powered irrigation facilities can enable farmers to shift from 
expensive and pollution-causing diesel-powered pumps towards 
having sustainable and efficient water sources 

BYJUNYAP � Will iam D ar ,  pur sues  a 
� developmen t  f r amework  

Undoubtedly, irrigation plays a under his "New Thinking for 
vital role in increasing the country's agricultural Agriculture" agenda, which is built around eight 
output. paradigms designed to increase productivity 

Irrigation is a key factor to increase farm and profitability of farmers and fisherfolk 
productivity by providing sufficient water which through sustainable, globally-<:ompetitive and 
can raise yield and ensure food sufficiency, even climate-resilient te�hnologies and practices. 
under extreme weather conditions. The secured irrigation facility in Candaba 

Since the Department of Agriculture (DA) is composed of 108 solar panels, a reliable and 
is responsible for the promotion of agricultural sturdy 25-�orsepower submersible pump, 
development, it has started promoting the use state-of-the-art electronic control devices, 
of available technologies by implementing its storage tank, control gauges and distribution 
Solar-Powered Irrigation System (SPIS) project. pipelines. 

According to the Agriculture department, The facility now supplies the water 
ir.rigation is an integral component to cultivate requirements to irrigate at least 75 hectares 
agricultural crops, maintain landscapes and of ricelands. 
revegetate disturbed soils in dry areas and But on a rotation basis of water distribution, 
during periods of less than average rainfall. the facility can supply the irrigation needs of 

With this development, the DA has been more farmers around the area. 
implementing its SPIS project in the different 
parts of the country, notably the Candaba 
Solar Irrigation Project in Barangay Bamban, 
Pampanga that was completed two years ago, 
which enhanced the production of rice and 
vegetables in the municipality. 

Development framework 

The DA, under the leadership of Secretary 

Practical solution 

At present, solar-powered irrigation facilities 
are increasingly and continuously being sought 
in order to provide a costreffective and practical 
solution to boost agricultural productivity. 

Access to irrigation water is the key for many 
small-scale farmers to sustain their livelihoods 
and contribute to the government's objective of 

attaining food security. 
In most agricultural areas, the availability 

of irrigation water depends mostly on monsoon 
rains, or available power needed to operate 
water pumps. 

With lack of electricity, diesel-operated 
water pumps are usually used to pump water 
for irrigation purposes. 

But diesel-powered engines have several 
disadvantages, like the ever-increasing prices of 
fuel which will affect the economic success of the 
farmers an! its negative effect on the environment. 

According to the Agriculture 
department, irrigation is an integral 
component to cultivate agricultural 
crops, maintain landscapes and 
revegetate disturbed soils in dry 
areas and during periods of less than 
average rainfall. 

It can be noted that renewable energy 
options, particularly solar power is a very 
promising solution to help attain sustainable 
agriculture in the·country. 

Solar-powered irrigation facilities can 
enable farmers to shift from expensive and 
pollution-causing diesel-powered pumps 
towards having sustainable and efficient 
water sources. 

Providing irrigation facilities is tantamount 
to attaining food security in the country 
and helping rural farmers to generate 
substantial income for their families and 
their communities. 
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Promote farm tourism 
, 

amid the pandemic 
The Farm Tourism Development Act of 2016 is 
aimed at helping farmers and other stakeholders 
to increase their income by providing alternative 
sources of revenues 

BY JUN YAP 

The Philippines - a country 
fortunate to have abundant natural 
resources, biological diversity and 
cultural heritage - has a strong 
lead to become among the best 
farm tourism destinations. 

But the current pandemic 
drastically affected the tourism 
destinations in the country, forcing 
some to fold, even without turning 
their sights on a looming rebound 
with the development of vaccines 
against the coronavirus disease. 

With the apparent availability 
of the vaccine in sight, it is now 
the perfect time to look into and 
seize the numerous opportunities 
available from the country's farm 
tourism destinations. 

Farm tourism is fu.n in Phi 
A lawmaker once said that, 

"Spread the word to the 'WOrld that 
farm tourism is more fun in the 
Philippines!" 

Under Republic Act (RA) 10816, 
farm tourism is the practice of 
at tracting visitors and · tourists 
to farm areas for production, 
educational and recreational 
purposes that involves any 
agricultural or fishery-based 
operation or activity, which may 
also provide a venue for outdoor 
recreation and accessible family 
outings. 

The law provid�he policy 
and enabling environment for the 
encouragement, development, 
and promotion of farm tourism 
in the country, and recognizes 
the importance of agriculture in 
making available food and other 
products necessary to sustain 
and enhance human life and in 
providing livelihood to a major 
portion of the population. 

The Fann Tourism Development 
Act of2016 is·aimed at 
helping farmers and 
other stakeholders 
to  increase their 
income by providing 
alternative sources of 
revenues. 

Af t e r  a l l ,  t he  
key  e s s e n c e  o f  
the Farm Tourism 
Development Law is 
for the government 
to "recognize that 
tour ism, coupled 
with agr icu l ture  
extension services, 
can disseminate the 
value of agriculture 
in the economic and 
cultural development 
of the country, which 
serves as a catalyst 
for the development 
of agriculture and 
fishery communities, 
aro Jl'()Vide additional 
income for farmers, 
f arm workers and 
fisherfolk. 

The  u l t i m a te  
beneficiaries of the 
law are, of course, 
the Filipino farmers who are still 
among the poorest in our country, 
and the law provides them with 
alternative sources of income from 
their harvest and farms. 

In synch with DA goals 
Farm tourism is also in synch 

with the goals of Department of 
Agriculture Secretary William Dar 
through his "Masaganang Ani at 
Mataas na Kita" initiative. 

That makes farm tourism to be 
part of the development plan of 
the agriculture sector as well as 
the promotion strategy of tourism 
in our country. 

Farm tourism practitioners 
or stakeholders also have ample 
support not just from the private 
sector or among themselves but 
from the government itself. 
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It has already become a 
sunshine industry in many parts 
of the country, and farm tourism
sites have been mushrooming 
everywhere, at tracting even 
non-farmers like overseas Filipino 

workers, showing 
interest in investing 
on it. 

Through farm 
tourism, young people can also 
be enticed to go into farming or 
practice agriculture. 

It can be noted that following 
the passage of RA 10816, the 
Department of Tourism, with 
the support of the DA and other 
stakeholders from the government 
and private sectors, have been 
promoting farm tourism. 

Among the salient features of 
the law is to attract young people 
to venture into farming because 
the average age of Filipino 
farmers is 57 years old. 

Aside from enticing the 
young generation, farm tourism 
can also improve the income 
of farmers as they are given 
the opportunity to have a new 
source of income aside from the 
produce of their farms. 

With this, farmers can develop 
value-added products made from 
their produce and sell it to the 
tourists as "pasalubongs." 

Additional source of income 

Establishment of farm schools 
can also provide an additional 
source of income for the farmers. 

On the other hand, even the 
Commission on Higher Education 
(CHEd) under chairman J. 
Prospero de Vera m has included
agriculture and other related fields 
as among the priority courses for 
the coming years. 

This prompted some state 
universities and colleges (SUC) to 
become aggressive in promoting 
agriculture to their students. 

It can also be noted that 
CHEd has launched its f irst 
SUe Expo dubbed "The Art of 
success: 2020 State Universities 
and Colleges Expo" at the 
activity center of Trinoma Mall 
in Quezon City. 

The expo is an initiative to 
recognize the passion of sue in 
innovating products and connect 
with Filipinos outside the confines 
of the academic community. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY JUN YAP FOR THE DAILY TRIBUNE 

FARM tourism is the practice of attracting visitors and tourists to farm areas for production, educational and 
recreational purposes that involves any agricultural or fishery-based operation or activity, which may also 
provide a venue for outdoor recreation and accessible family outings. 










	holiday-0001
	holiday-0002
	holiday-0003
	holiday-0004
	holiday-0005
	holiday-0006
	holiday-0007
	holiday-0008
	holiday-0009

