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. Gov't s'ay-S',.f—bod secfurityﬂ_,—*—"
~ apriority as supply
shortage stokes inflation

By LOUELLA ossme#io

The government is focusing
on food security as the projected
short supply of lowland veg-
étables, pork, and fish d stoke
further inflation, according to the
National Economic and Develop-
ment Authority (NEDA).

While it expects sufficient sup-
ply of rice, chicken, |
vegetables, yellow corn and white
corn throughout the year, the
agency said deficits are
in the supply of lowl
etables as well as pork and fish.

In particular, NEDA said that
the local production of lowland
vegetables is estimated at 1.6 mil-
lion metric tons (MT) fo this year
or 92 percent of local demand.

- According to NEDA, pork sup-
ply deficit is estimated at 96,800
MT, while the shortage for fish is
seen at 319,800 MT. i

i fi

highland

nd veg- -

“To prevent further increases
in inflation and protect the pur-
chasing power of consumers, the
government is prioritizing food
security,” NEDA said.

Headline inflation accelerated
to 6.9 percent in September, the

highest pace in four years, driven
by faster increases in food prices.

Itaveraged 5.1 tin the first
nine months of the year, exceeding
the two to four percent target set

by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

(BSP). i
- NEDA said Executive Order
171 issued by the previous admin-!

the government would be pro-
viding su; to the agriculture
se;tord]?g thrgupghrtlower‘ input costs,
development of new farming
technologies, financial assistance
to farmers, and strengthening the
value chain. i
Likewise, the Department of
Agriculture-Bureau of Animal
Industry (DA-BAI) is stepping
up efforts to contain and monitor
emerging animal diseases. -
This includes the timely updat-
ing of African Swine Fever (ASF)
zoning and fast-tracking hog
repdpulation, subsidy, and credit

istration last May has extended ,.programs.

and lowered the tariffs on rice,”
pork, corn and coal until Decem-

- ber of this year.

“The timely unloading of pork
stocks from cold storages will
complement this measure,” it
added.

To augmentlocal supply, it said

. The government is currently
undertaking ASF vaccine re-
search and trials. :

In addition, DA-BAI is working
with stakeholders to address the
imbalance in poultry supply and
e P . try PPY‘ g

S Turnto B2

“Private-public partner-
ips will bg(m%lderit)aken to
uplift the backyard poultry
ctor affected By Al (avian
nfluenza),” NEDA said.

the Livestock Develop-

e agency is also pushing

and Competitiveness

V] GOV’t‘.me B1

Bill aitmed at modernizing the -
livestock, tgdulhy, and corn
sectors in the country. ,
. Among the bill's provisions
is to update the corn industry
roadmap and establish competi-
tiveness enhancement funds for
the livestock value chain.
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1- «r ¥
DED you knw}that a ﬂojmsta tree can
live up to 50 years while it takes only
one year and six months beforeit . %
can produce cherries for your favorite
instant coffee drink? '

Nestlé, the maker of Nescafé coffee, has ]

developed the 3-hectare Lipa Integrat-

ed Coffee Center (LICC) in Lipa where

seedlings are devglopéd before being -

distributed to coffee farmers nationwide.
Nestlé Government and Industry Affairs

head Maria Olivia Misa said the Nescafé

products are produced in the country.

“(offee beans used in the production .

of Nescafé are sourced in the Philip-
pines. All the others are imported from
Vietnam and Indonesia, including the
local brands,” Misa said.

LICC Government and Industry Affairs

executive Donnel Jun Tiedra said the
coffee center conducts coffee propaga-
tion tahelp farmers increase their yield.
“We have distributed 14 million
plantlets to coffee farmers. When we

saypropagation; it:imeans developing: -

plantingimaterial. We have two types,
sexual and asexual. When you say
sexual, these are through seeds, the
common way, but it will take five years
befote one can harvest cherries from
the farm;" Tiedra said.

Tiedra added that Nestlé has
developed a technology using asexual
propagation that can boost the coffee
production of farmers. -

“It took almost 10 years for the
research center of Nestle to develop
technology using a combination of

varieties to provide farmers higher yield
and, of course, be resilient to climate
change, drought, insects, pests, and
other diseases," Tiedra explained.

Forherpart, LICC farm technician Kim-
berly Colobong said she uses four different
cuttings in the plant propagation.

“We have butterfly cut, diamond cut,
straight cut and slanting cuts. We have
four selections to ensure high yield,"
Colobong said.

Tiedra said Nestlé reglstered the four
plant varieties with the Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI).

“When you say registered, ithas
already passed the standard of the BPI
before a variety in the Philippines is
allowed to register. The seedling should
pass the requirements set by the BPI
such as high yielding and resistance to
diseases or pests, Tiedra added.

Tiedra said a coffee tree follows a
cycle of nine=nine-nine.

“This means that a seedling is
allowed to develop in a nursery for nine

mnnthe Whan a farmar nlantc 2 coad.

Cofﬁee ce:nrer develQ- JS T

CO F FEE N U RSERY Lipa Integrated (offee Center supervisor Richard Silva shows the nursery for
various varieties of robusta coffee. Eadl chamber houses at least 6,000 seedlings. PHOTO BY BELLA CARIASO

ling, it will take annther‘nme mcnthsto

fafmers can avail of uuftechnology It

i good news is that this year, Jt’s already 900

vxpmduce flowers, and thendfrom-flower- 1-iu-is new part of thetaﬂlwlumﬁésﬂab by "‘kilds‘pethectare," Novales of w- m

“ing to the harvesting oﬁrd‘l"or{her#y,
it will take another nine -
months, until itis ready to
harvest, ora total of one
year and six months,” Tiedra said.

LICC supervisor Richard Silva said the
rooted chamber of the nursery is composed
of four varieties, the F47, 11,23 and 65, - -

“Approximately, arooted chamber
houses at least 6,000 seedlings,” Silva said.

. Tiedra said that Nestlé teaches coffee
farmers good agricultural practices to
ensure higher coffee yield. . -

\ “Our production area mirrors good

agricultural practices. It's called Nescafé

hetter farming practices. The planting
distance of coffee trees should be two
- meters by three meters;" Tiedra said.

. According to Tiedra, Nestlé also
promotes inter-cropping to promote
hiodiversity.
~ “Afarmer only harvests coffee once a
year. While waiting for the next harvest,
we encourage them to-plant cash craps
like vegetables. They will have extra
income. That's why the distance is 2
meters by 3 meters so that they can

.. plant other crops,” he said.

 Tiedra said one of the good practices
is to cut the stems of the coffee tree to
allow new verticals to develop.

| “The productive years of coffee is almost
50 years, so it is important to follow good

- agricultural practices,” he added.

- For her part, Corporate Affairs

. executive Ruh Novales said that Nestlé is.

amember of a technical working group
for agricultural practices for coffee.

L1 T PRSI P JESER {1 SRR RSN
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« itscalled coffed production level 2; =
Tesda is supporting us by giving
scholarships, especially to the
Indigenous peoples in Mindan-
a0. They are among the scholars of Tesda
where we teach,"Novalessaid.
Tiedra said that Nestlé has an agron-
omy team where members conduct

' training to farmers and communities

at coffee-producing areas like Sultan
Kudarat and Bukidnon.

" “We provide continuous training to
those who avail of our seedlings through
the government through our Nestlé -
agronomies: We guide the farmers from
the beginning, from the plantlets to the
harvesting,” Novales added.

Tiedra said fruits of the robusta trees
are harvested manually to ensure that
only pink red cherries are picked.

“Farmers usually harvest for six
months as they wait for the fruits to
ripen;” he explained. Novales said Nestle

also monitorsthe income of farmers to -

ensure that their income is higher than

the poverty level in the province.

Tiedra said a kilo of coffee beans is
pegged between P100 and P108 per kilo.

“If'a farmer practices good farming,
he can harvest at least 1 metric ton per
hectare or 1,000 kilos per hectare and
at P100 per kilo, that is P100,000 per -
hectare income fora farmer;” he noted.

Novales said that without the inter-

+ vention of Nestlé, the average coffee

yield in the country is only from 230 to
300 kilos per hectare.
“We were able to achleve over the years,

FAALL ___ mAATIH E R
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 andwe
: aeadmsable shadedareasandﬂueyaenot
* hammfulSilva noted. o 3

. plant various vegetable

less bees to help in th V i
robusta coffee trees. f“
“The coffee tree needs po we
useagmtshkebeesﬁdﬂ:ewind.ﬂem, we -
beesto aid in the pollination. We

25 backyard petas they

Novales added that the LICCalso
features urban gardening.

“Our facility operates in partnership
with the government and other private
sectors to support the country’s food se-
curity efforts through urban gardening.
Through our partnership with Maggi, we
5 slle noted

[ "Wth our parmershlg
we plant vegetables used in F|I1pmo
dishes. We have the sinigang lane,
pinakbet lane at the sinabawang gulay.
So, we have different crops [in our]
urban garden,’ Colobong said.

Tiedra said that the facility also features
fruit-bearing trees and agroforestry.”

“We teach farmers to plant agrofor-
estry. It provides shade and the trees
like ipil-ipil provide nitrogen,” he said.

Tiedra added that the'coffee center
also promotes composting.

“We teach farmers composting by
recycling organic materials in the farm.
We convert organic materials into
organic fertilizer through the help of -
African night crawlers. African night
crawlers eat farm wastes; and the 2

=

wastes produced by mghﬁ’tawlers serve
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World Food Day 2022:

Leave no one behmd

oday is World Food Day.
More than 150 countries around the
world are celebrating World Food Day
(WFD) in more than 50 languages and
through hundreds o? activities and programs,
making it the most celebrated United Nations (UN)
day of the year. |

Food is a basic need. It gathers government
and private sector to discuss — and implement
— policies and processes that will ensure food
security. It gathers families, friends and strang-
ers to talk and build relationships that strengthen
communities. It also creates heroes who work
hard to produce, plant, harvest or transport food
to sustain our world. |

The significance ofWorld Food Day, established
by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
is highlighted by the involvement of key people in
launching this year’s celebration.

In Rome, headquarters of the FAO, Director-
General QU Dongyu, officially launched this year’s
celebrations on Oct. 14. Attending the meeting
were the mayor of Rame, the heads of the other

UN Rome-based agencies, and the executive direc- .
~ tor of the World Food Progranime (WFP). Giving

special messages were Pope Francis, the president

of the Italian Republic Sergio Mattarella, and UN.

Secretary-General 6nio Guterres.
In the Phlllpplﬁ:E, President Ferdinand R.

Marcos, Jr,, who is also the Agriculture Secretary,
will lead the celebration and the start of week-long
activities tomorrow. Giving special messages will

be Senator Cynthia Villar, chairman of the Sen-
ate committee on agniculture, food and agrarian
reform, and country officials of the FAO and WEP.

Around the world hundreds of private sector
groups and non-government organizations are
also celebrating the day with various activities like
feeding programs.

The activities support World Food Day 2002’s

theme - “Leave no one behind, through better

nradiintinn hattar nittritian - ‘\ﬂi-"av PRGN

and a better hfe.”

For as we are aware, food also defines what
separates people - the bountiful presence of food
on the table states privilege; its absence describes
the poor.

As FAO defines the challenge: Our globalized
world is one where our economies, cultures, and
populations are becoming increasingly intercon-
nected. Some of us are vulnerable because of who
we are or where we live, but the reality is that
we are all fragile. When someone is left behind a
chain is broken. That impacts not only the life of
that person, but also ours.”

It focuses on the reality that millions of people
live with hunger and malnutrition. Around the
world, as many as 828 million people suffer from
hunger and 3.1 billion people - almost 40 percent
of the world’s population — cannot afford a healthy
diet, a FAO statement said.

In the Philippines, the proportion of poor

Filipinos in 2021 was recorded by the Philippine

Statistics Authority at 18.1 percent, or 19.99 million
Filipinos who live below the poverty threshold.
_The call to “Leave no one behind” is a big chal-

lenge. Food scarcity has been pushed by many

factors—conflicts, climate change, rising prices,
and recently, the Covid pandemic.

. Today, a “global solidarity” is needed to trans-
form agrifood systems to foster inclusive economic
growth, and achieve sustainable development ”a
FAO statement said.

World Food Day helps raise awareness of the
crucial need for successful agriculture policies to
ensure that there is ample food for everyone.

Meanwhile, what can one person reading this
editorial do to celebrate World Food Day? Donate
cash or food to an organization that works to fight
hunger in the Philippines Volunteer to teach live-
lihood skills to people in poor communities. Get
involved in agriculture.

“A sustainable world is one where everyone

R §
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ON OUR LAND

Fertilizer shortage, surging demand, prices remain biggest threat to PHL food security
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¥ cat: n of femlazers may differ de-

pending on the crop, which is why .

Enviro works closely with globally
accre "ted research facxhtxes that

~anced fertllxzatlon, soil testing prior

to plantmg is required. When farm-

ers determine the right amount of
nutrients needed, they will surely
buy enough therefore, lesser waste -

~ of money. “The application of the
right amount. of nutrient needed
by ‘the plant is very vital in the crop
growth stages, while over or lack of

application will also affect the total
formance of the crops parhcu— =
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e right amount of mtregen
promotes growth. It is a building
block for growing new stems and

leaves, aside from being a neces-

in g:levelop—
of flowers, fi‘m and root
systenis, whlle the nght amount of
um keeps roots healthy,and

ids in the growth of flowers
its, and helps plants toler-
s of stress such as drought.
soon as the program was
ed, Filipino farmers were
adopt it as lpng as the costs
to apply them made sense.
"The bipfertilizers used in Env1ros

ba fertilization method cut
their costs by 30-50 percent, and
incre thEJI yields by 30-40 per-

cost-efficient way of

Not only does balanced fer-
- tilization make sense in terrns of
also takes care of farmers’

. cal fertilizers negatively affect
‘mers’ health so much that
need to%vjvear face masks,
gloves and &her ptdtectiﬁe
~ just tostay safe.” '
Farmers will not encougter
any difficulty regarding its use,
~ Magdato assures. “We've already
; .-develo ved the protocols to make
,"__Jt sun le for any farmer to apply;

“Traditional chemi-

o

g it a highly sustamable, 1

it just requires us to use products
that are better for the earth—or-
ganic fertilizers instead of chemi-
cal ones. Organic products, how-

~ ever, are generally expensive, a

hindrance that was solved through
our biofertilizers at Enviro.”

At Enviro, Ma.gdato said they
aim to change the notion of how
food is produced by offering their
biofertilizer under the Balanced

~ Fertilization program and address

the country’s food production con-
cerns, while veering away from the
use of destructive chemicals and
unnatural methodologies, which
regular ferti]izer does.

| Agri-preneurship

AT present, the Department of
Agrarian Reform is pushing for
more Filipinos to go in what it calls
“agri- prene‘ﬁi-shp or putting up
businesses focused on agriculture,
as a key to economic development.
Magdato said majority of busi-

- nessmen are inclined to go into the
- retail and technology busmegs ;
on't

present simply because the
see the beauty of agn—preneuzshp
in the long run. “As an advocate

| of the program, Enviro will have
| a massive information dissemi-

nation campaign by conducting
trainings and partnership pro-

 grams that will help encourage
~the young generation to venture
~ into agri-preneurship. Enviro will

strive to make it happen,” he said.

Page 4 of '_-1
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THE roducﬁnn Qf local sur, ass the 15% suffi- local suppl from farmers interventions mvnded by
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coffee will - to boost production foruse DA and Nestlé, such as
ed with the con in manufacturing and training and dlsu';lbunon of
laboration of the Départ- “Out-of-Home” consump- quality planting materials.

“;nt of Agriculture (DA) . initiativ. tedint tion. During the meeting,
th private secto maﬂmap will play a cru- It will also establish a  Nestlé urged the DA to m-
4 The DA and Nes! Phil- cial role in attaining an ad-  database containing vital clude sus%ama.bj,h in cof-

vanced and prog{esswe information such as pro- - fee production while work-

& 1:{‘t;f&gratlcms that intend sector. . ;~duction yolume and cur-, ing closely with farmers to
to uplift the Philipp cof- The Sdgear plan pro— rentbuy;ngpncethatshke- ensure lugh-quz;hty coffee_,
- ns.

fee mdustry, ith, v LQesa ar direction to: holders may access,

the full su 2 ", ance farmers’ technical = '~Asjoint actions between e added that great-
in xmplenmhn the, capability and skills, to- the government and the -er pubhc»mvestmentlsalso
indus gny | map, for, ward,increased yields and - private-séctor firm up, a | crucial to revive and sus-
2021-2025. , better incomes. one thousand kilo per tain the sector that has de-

‘The partnership, also Under the strategy, the = hectare coffee is fore- clined: by 3.5% every year!
aims to enable the country —governmentwillincreasethe . casted, especially with: the for the: past ten years..
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PCAF launches partn:

.cy’s absorptive capactty,
. promotetransparency and

II!l Jester
Manalastas

THE Philippine Council
for Agriculture and Fish-
eries (PCAF), an attached
agency of the Depart-
mentof Agriculture, con-
tinues to, nnplemeqt
measures. to ensure that

agriculture programs are

effectwely ‘carried out. .
m'gedmta;»- - ac :
hopgstounprove&neagm

ested c1v11 society organi-

PEOPLE
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Newspaper
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zatwns (CSOs) toregister

vesand getaccred-
partnersofthe DA)
e co-implementation
m‘ programs, projects and
activities.

;ted

Accredited CSOs be- |
_compentherlmplemenhng :

pa:tnexsorbmeﬁcuamsof
the iDA s pmgmms

ppmg citizen's
y t through the

-QN.

LIBRARY

accountability, and en-

‘hance good governancein

the agriculture sector.
_Astheattachedagency
committed to promotecit-
izen engagement;in DA
programs and pro;ects
PCAE facilitates these

devélopmmtmedmusms
and processesby

& ing staheholders".conm!-

tations, dialogues, and

: impleniéntationiof
Pafhﬂpawfy: ,a-ndl»: ﬂimP"v Ean& C-

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ership with

parhapatory momtormg

of DA programs and

pro]ects o
PCAFrecogmzes the

; organmtlonswﬂl
able to participate in gov-
emmaﬁdeasli?on—maimg
ag-
pro-
grams and projects,”!
PEAF Executive Dirgctor
Nestor Domenden said.
Ehglble CSOs for ac-
creditationincludecivicor-
ganizations, cooperatives,
non-govzmmmtalorgam
zations, people’s organi-
zations, indigenous peo-
ple’s organizations, and -

'non-profit ‘organizations

that are engaged or have

experuse in agnculture
andﬁshenes

seeking to be ac-
credItedas lementing
ustgave aprov-

en track record and good
.standing in undertaking
civil society works: CSOs

ap lymgforaccred]tatlon
asgmeﬁean&smusthave.,
the appropriate social

X - preparation from the gov-

ernmentagency providing -
the grant of financial as-
sistance.

The National Technical
Committee chaired by
PCAF facilitates accredi-
tation of eligible CSOs
whose major areas of op-
erahonspanmoreﬂlanane |
region or are national in

scope.
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THE NATION'S FASTEST GROWING NEWSPAPER

NEWS IN A FLASH

World Food Day 2022:
- Leave no one behind

| Today is World Food Day.

! More than 150 countries
around the world are celebrat-
ing World Food Day (WFD) in
more than 50 languages and
through hundreds of activities
and programs, making it the
most celebrated United Nations
(UN) day of the year.

iFood is a basic need. It gath-
ers government and private
sector to discuss - and imple-
ment - policies and processes
that will ensure food security.
Itgathers families, friends and
strangers to talk and build rela-
tionships that strengthen com-
rrtmities. It also creates heroes
who work hard to produce,
plant, harvest or transport food
to sustain our world.

a better environment, and a
better life.”

Foras we are aware, food also
defines what separates people
—the bountiful presence of food
onthetable states privilege; its
absence describes the poor.

As FAQ defines the challenge:
Our globalized world is one
where our economies, cultures,
and populations are becoming
increasingly interconnected.
Some of us are vulnerable be-
cause of who we are or where
welive, but therealityis that we
are all fragile. When someone
is left behind a chain is broken.
wimpacts notonly thelife of
that person, but also ours”

It focuses on the reality that

miillions of people live with hun- -

The significance of Worldyger and malnutrition. Around

Faod Day, established by the
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAOQ) in 1945, is high-
lighted by the involvement of
key people in launching this
year’s celebration,

In Rome, headquarters of
the FAO, Director-General QU
Dongyu, officially launched
this year’s celebrations on Oct.
14 Attending the meeting were
the mayor of Rome, the heads
ofithe other UN Rome-based
a%encies, and the executive
director of the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP). Giving special
messages were Pope Francis,
the president of the Italian
Rebublic Sergio Mattarella, and
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres. .

In the Philippines, President
Ferdinand R. Mareos, Jr., who is
alsL the Agriculture Secretary,
will lead the celebration and
thestart of week-long activities
tomorrow. Giving special mes-
sages will be Senator Cynthia
Villar, chairman of the Senate
co’{nmittee on agriculture,
food and agrarian reform, and
country officials of the FAO
and WFP,

Around the world hundreds
of private sector groups and
non-government organiza-
tions are also celebrating the
day with various activities like
feeding programs.

The activities support World
Food Day 2002's theme - “Leave
no one behind, through better

B e

“theaworld, as many as 828 mil-

lion people suffer from hunger
and 3.1 billion people — almost
40 percent of the world’s popu-
lation - cannot afford a healthy
diet, Dr. QU Dongyu said at the
opening ceremony.

In the Philippines, the pro-
portion of poor Filipinos in 2021

was recorded by the Philippine |

Statistics Authority at 18.1 per- |

cent, or 19.99 million Filipinos
who live below the poverty
threshold.

The call to “Leave no one be-
hind” is a big challenge. Food
scarcity has been pushed by
many factors—conflicts, cli-
mate change, rising prices, and
recently, the Covid pandemic.

Today, a “global solidarity”is

needed to transform agrifood
systems to foster inclusive
economic growth, and achieve
sustainable development,” a
FAO statement said, :

World Food Day helps raise
awareness of the crucial need
for successful agriculture poli-
cies to ensure that there is
ample food for everyone.

Meanwhile, what can one
person reading this edito-
rial do to celebrate World Food
Day? Donate cash or food to
an organization that works
to fight hunger in the Philip-
pines. Volunteer to teach live-
lihood skills to people in poor
communities. Get involved in
agriculture.

“A sustainable world is one

T
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Farmer held for selling

CEBUZ CITY:
- Authorities
arrested a 46-
year-old farmer 7%
for
~endangered 3
giant clams =

selling K

locally known « =

as “taklobo” worth
P30 million in Barangay &

Bongoyan, Borbon, Cebhu ¥ :

last Wednesday.

The suspect was .
identified as Anecito Pogado
of Barangay Bongoyan.

Farmer ...

(From Page 1)

Pogado was nabbed in a buy-
bust operation in Barangay
Bongoyan by [the Criminal
Investigation and Detection
Group-Lapu-Lapu City Field
Unit (CIDG-LCEU), 300th Air
Intelligence Security Wing of the
Philippine Air Force, Naval Forces

Central, and personnel of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resourees.

Seized from Pogado were at
least 120 giant clams weighing
around two tons with an
estimated value of P30 million.

According to the CIDG-LCFY,

headed by Capt. Nigel Sanoy, -

the giant clams were being sold
abroad for at least 15,000 each.,

Sanoy said :hdrvesting,
possessing, and selling of giants
clams is punishable under

P30-M ‘taklobo in Cebu

By CALVIN
CORDOVA

iA LWE giant clam or tak!uho
(Turn to Page 2)

Republic Act (RA) 8550 or the |
Philippine Fisheries Code 0f1998

as amended by RA10654.

Giant clams are considered |

endangered species.

Sanoy said Pogadowas placed |

under surveillance by the CIDG
intelligence group due to reports
thathe was selling giant clams in
Barangay Bongoyan.

Pogado was confirmed to be
selling giant clams and a case

build-up was conducted until the |

suspect was arrested.

Page

—of



i

LIBRARY ‘
NnEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Y THE PHILPPINE <TAR ”

ocr- o, 2022 /

PAEE. 3

Filipinos fishing on frontline of China’s battle for disputed sea

Filipino fisherman Mariel
Villamonte had spent years
plying the turquoise waters
of Scarborough Shoal, locally
known as Panatag Shoal or
Bajo de Masinloc, in the South
China Sea for snapper and
grouper —until a Chinese coast

ard vessel water cannoned

is boat.

That was in 2012, around
the time China snatched con-
trol of the small ring of reefs
from the Philippines, and he
has not dared go back.

“Their ships are made of
steel, ours are made of wood,”
said Villamonte, now 31, recall-
ing how two Chinese vessels
‘chased his outrigger before
blasting it with high-pressure
water. :

The fishing ground, tapped
by generations of Filipinos, is
one of many potential flash-
points for military conflict
over the South China Sea.

China and Taiwan both
claim sovereignty over almost
the entire sea, while the Philip-

ines, Vietnam, Malaysia and
runei have competing claims
to parts of it. ;

~ Trillions of dollars worth

of ship-borne trade passes
througgl the waterway annu-
ally and naval vessels from
the United States and Western
allies sail through it regularly.

Of all the claimants, China
has in recent years forced
its stance most aggressively.
Hundreds of Chinese coast
guard and maritime militia
vessels prowl the waters,
swarming reefs, harassing and
attacking fishing and other
boats and interfering in oil and
gas exploration, and scientific

research.

Analysts say Beijing’s aim
is regional supremacy and
control over all activity in the
waters and it is using its might
to bully smaller rivals into
submission.

“They really envision them-
selves to be the center of this
region, economically, politically
and militarily,” said Jay Batong-
bacal, director of the University
of the Philippines” Institute for
Maritime Affairs and Law of
the Sea. “What they want is that
eventually the weaker nations
simply give up and leave them
there just to avoid a problem.”

‘Chinese Dream’

China often invokes the so-
called nine-dash line, a vague
delineation based on maps from
the 1940s, to justify its claims
over the South China Sea.

The Philippines brought
a case before an internation-
al court disputing China’s
stance. The tribunal ruled in
2016 that Beijing’s claims have
no legal basis.

China has since ignored the
ruling, and tensions with the

fice this month, China has
dramatically expanded its
presence in the sea.

Xi’s desire for control of
the waters is not about fish or
fossil fuels, said Greg Poling,
director of the US-based Asia
Maritime Transparency Initia-
tive (AMTI).

His main objectives are re-
alizing the “Chinese Dream”
of national rejuvenation — Xi's
vision of restoring the country
to perceived past glory — and
securing his political legiti-
macy.

Poling said generations of
Chinese leaders had made
increasinglfr “absurd” claims
to the sea, leaving Xi with no
choice but to “assert claims to
everything.” ;

Satellite images published
by AMTI show China’s land-
reclamation efforts in the wa-
ters have vastly outstripped

those of all other claimants -

combined.

Since 2013, it has ripped
up roughly 6,000 hectares of
reef to create about 1,300 hec-
tares of new land for artificial

islands in the Spratly archi-

Philippines eased after former
president Rodrigo Duterte
set aside his country’s legal
victory and courted Chinese
businesses instead.
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who
took over from Duterte in
June this year, has pledged

to uphold the court decision

and insisted he would not let
China trample on Manila’s
maritime riEEts. & ;

But in the decade under
President Xi Jinping, who is
expected to secure a record
third consecutive term in of-

~ pelago, said Poling.

The militarized islands ~
complete with runways, ports
and radar systems — enable
Chinese vessels to patrol as
far south as Indonesia and
Malaysia. i

Apart from destroying fis.
breeging grounds and}srmgther-
ing marine life with sediment,
experts say Beijing’s actions

- contravene international law.

Under the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, which China
helped negotiate, countries

have exclusive rights to natu-
ral resources within about 200
nautical miles of their shore.

China’s claims extend as far
as a thousand nautical miles,
which Poling said was “wildly
inconsistent” with the law.

“The rules that protected
China as a developing coastal
state now seem like an unfair
constraint on a China that
believes that it should be able
to impose its will on its neigh-
bors,” he said.

‘Thief in own
backyard’

China’s seizure of Scarbor-
ough Shoal has robbed Vil-
lamonte and other fishermen
in Barangay Cato in Infanta,
Pangasinan of a key source of
income.

" Their families began fish-
ing there in the 1980s when
bigger boats enabled them
to make the 500-kilometer
round trip. It was full of fish
and offered life-saving shelter
during storms.

Now, the fishermen say they
mainly rely on payaw, referring

gone inside under the cover of
darkness, leaving them feel-
ing like “a thief in your own
backyard.”

But he said the shallow
waters no longer teem with
fish after the coral was “deci-
mated” by Chinese giant clam
harvesters. ;

‘Worst nightmare’

China’s growing assertive-
ness has not been seriously
challenged by Southeast Asian
countries due to deep divi-
sions over how to respond and
fear of retaliation if they do,
according to analysts.

The 10-member Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is split between
those with close ties to China,
such as Myanmar, Cambodia
and Laos, and others that are
warier of Beijing.

Their differences have ham-
pered negotiations between
China and ASEAN for a “code
of conduct” that would govern
behavior in the sea.

Talks have dragged on for
20 g'ears as Beijing, which
prefers to deal directly with its

tries are simply not willing to
lace their bets on the United
tates,” said Shahriman Lock-
man of the Institute of Strate-
gic and International Studies
in Malaysia.

China has previously used
deadly force to back its claims
and its recent war games around
Taiwan, which it considers part
of its own territory, rang alarm
bells across the region.

Chinese and Vietnamese
forces engaged in clashes in
1974 and 1988 in which dozens
of troops died.

For now, Beijing appears
keen to avoid war while pur-
suing its expansionist drive.

“They are masterful at
avoiding crossing that thresh-
old by being shrill about their
protestations, this wolf war-
rior diplomacy, that is de-
signed to intimidate and get
you to give in without fight-
ing,” said John Blaxland, an
international security and
intelligence expert at the Aus-
tralian National University.

And its tactics are working.

Poling said the sea could
become a “Chinese lake” as the

LUalt
yellowfin tuna, anchored away
from the shoal and left alone by
Chinese boats,

After decades of overfish-
ing by countries surrounding
the waters, the men have to
spend longer at sea and resort
to catching smaller fish: Even
then, they sometimes struggle
to break even.

Despite the risks, Filipino
fishermen still try to enter the
shoal to top up their catch.

Christopher de Vera, 53,
said members of his crew have

smaller neighbors, went on an
island-building spree.

The US is widely seen as the
only nation powerful enough
to push back, but there are
concerns about its reliability.

US President Joe Biden host-
ed ASEAN leaders in May to
signal Washington's long-term
commitment to the region in the
face of China’s growing clout.

But decades of inconsistent

policies and perceived neglect

of the region have damaged

Washington’s image.
“Southeast Asian coun-

growing risk and cost of at-
ing there forces out Southeast
Asian fishermen, oil and gas
companies and coast guard.
illamonte used to regular-
ly make P6,000 per trip when
he could fish at Scarborough
Shoal. Now it can be as little as
P2,000, or nothing at all.
Fishing is all he knows —his
father and grandfather were
fishermen — and his “worst
nightmare” is losing access to
the rest of PhiI‘iEﬁine waters.
“My family will go hungry,
he said. — AFP
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W ocer or ncmicuLTuRe
ﬁHoW to reduce the flmpact of

enon lmownasf

tries all ovu;thew mdudmg‘
the Philippines. .

Food inflation deﬁned asa sustamed increase
in the prices of food items. Itcznbec;ansgd,bya

s, including the rise in fuel prices,

isrupt the supply of food.

food inflation are far-reaching,
virtually everyone in a society. -
For example, consider a family of four who spends

* P10,000 on groceri espermbnth If food pnces rise

be 10 percent, thdt same basket of groceries will

4Eipwcostthefam' P11,000 per month — an exira "~

; P1,000 that they have to find a way to pay for.”
Families are struggling to keep up with the rising
«cost of living, and many are cutting back on sperid-

i ‘ingin otherareas in order to afford basic necessities,

Thesituation isworsened by the fact that wages have
not kept pace with inflation, leaving many workers -
feeling increasingl lnSBG.l!'B about their finances.

food inflation, su, -as providing subsidies for cer-
tain staples, more needs to be done to protect Fili-

pino families from the effects of this ongoing crisis,

Of course, it's ngt just families who are affected
by food inflation; businesses are impacted as well.
Restaurants and other food sgmce establishments -
typically have to raise their prices when ingredients
! become more expe 1v‘e{[hls often leads to asitua-
txonwherepeople Q tbackoneaungout, astheycm
get more bang for their buck by coolong at home.
- With prices expected to continue rising in the
coming months, it lmpprfant to be aware of the
ways you can save i oney on food and grOcenes
Here are a few tips:| *

1. Plan YOI.II‘ mea
advance can help you save 'money on groceries.
When you know what you're going to eat for the
week, you can buy jonly the irlgredxems you need
and avoid wasting food.
© 2. Makealist. Mdkingalist before you go grocery
shopping can also help you'stick to your budget:

2Once you're at'the|store, resist the temptation to.
" buy things that are hot onyour list.

3. Compare prices. When buying food items, !

take the time to compare prices and choose the

| currencies, and bad weather

s. Planmng your meals in’

mﬂatlon on your budget

L 2ich T
MOREY, cone s pnd o goe
IAIKS brands.

SRR s 4Shopatd'leaperstoms
JANICE Not all supermarke are cre-

prices than others. If you're on
a tight budget, consider doing

| your gmceryshoppmg at a cheaper store.

5. Buy in ‘bulk. If you have the storage space,
buying in bulk can help you save money in the

_ long run. This is espedially true for items that are
_non-perishable and have a long shelf life. When

items are on sale, stock up so that you don't have

 to pay full price lateron. .

6. Take admntage of dxscounts Keepan eye out
\fb and promotions atyourfzvume stores.
Ifyou know a sale is coming up, stock up ori jtems
~ that you use regularly

7. Pay in cash. If you're trying to sncktoabud
get, it's best to pay for your groceries in cash. This
way, you won't be tempted to ovetspmd beyond
| your means.

8: Cook at home. Eating out éan be aq)mmve, s0
cooking at home can help you save money. With a
little planning, you can make delicious meals that

. arejustasgood as, 1fnotbeua'thanwhatyouwould

get in a restaurant,

9. Grow your own food. [fyou have some space
in your backyard or balcony, consider growing
your éwn food. This can be a great way to get fresh
produice at a fraction of the cost.

. 10. Avoid wasting food. Wasting food is not only
bad foryourwallet — it's also bad for the environ-
ment. When you are meal planning, make sure to
take into account the amount of food you actually
- need so that nothmggoes to waste. ;

No one likes paying more fortheu' grocenes but
unfortunately with food mﬂanon on the rise, it's
someﬂlmgthatwemayall have to get used to for
now. However, bymalungsmalldlangestotheway
you shop for food and groceries and ta.lcmg steps
‘like planning your meals in advance and cooking
at home more often, you can make sure that your
family has enough to eat — no matterwhat the cost
of food may be. '

}amce Sabmana is a graduate of the Reglstered
' Financial Planner program and is the host of www.
- thepinayinvestor.com blog. To learn more about
persoaaiﬁnanaalplannmg, attend the 98th RFP
program in October 2022. To inquire, email info@
« tfp.ph ontext at 091 7—6248110
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‘a_ska Milk Vqﬁirs to continue
providing nutrition to Filipinos

By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

aska Milk Corporation (AMC)
has committed to continue with its
mission of providing nutrition to all
Filipinos as it celebrates its golden
jubilee year.
C's Managing Director Tarang
Gupta renewed the company’s mis-
sion to strive and continue providing
nutrition to all Filipinos during the
company’s 50th anniversary last
month at its manufacturing plant
in Laguna.

ended by over 600 employees,
workers, and former executives, this
commemoration marked another
milestone for the company.

pta explamed that its slogan
"Wala pa rin tatalo sa Alaska" does
not refer to the cans of milk they
have|sold, “but the effect we have

ved on the lives of every Fili-
pino.”
"E.u we have reached our 50th

year, we still continue to further our
purppse oof providing affordable
and accessible nutrition to every
Fmp§no famﬂy Asweachieved brand
leadership in 1972, we have been
unstoppable since then, " said Gupta.

Founded by Wilfred Uytengsu,

s Sr., in 1972, AMC started from its

humble beginnings as a budding
dairy company to the market leader
it is today.

Alaska Milk has truly branded its
name to the heart of every Flhpmo
With its hlstory of 50 progressive
years, Alaska Milk has no shortage of
memorable feats. "Wala parin tatalo
saAlaska' hasbecomeand cemented
itself as one of the most memorable
taglines in advertising history.

The celebration concluded witha
nationwide contest thatairns to up-
cycle single-use plastics, especially
Alaska Milk packaging and wrap-
pers, into reusable and sustainable
day-to- day products.

On March 9, 2012, Alaska Milk
became a part and subsidiary of
Royal Fnesland Campina after es-
tabhshmg itself as the leading milk
company in the Philippines. Royal
Friesland Campina, or REC, is a
Dutch multinational dairy ¢oopera-
tive based in Amersfoort, Nether-

- lands. It is considered one of the
world's largest dairy cooperatives,
with over 18,000 member dairy
farmers in 34 countries.
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A BATTERY of barracuda in Tubbataha Reefs Natural
Park, a marine protected area in the middle of the
Sulu Sea in Mindanao. WIKIMEDIA CCBYSA4.0. X
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