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with ‘progress’ in WPS talks

RESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos

Jr. said the country is expected to

increase its fishing yield due to
 “progress” in the country’s talks with
‘China on contested fishing grounds in the

West Philippine Sea (WPS).

In an interview with reporters at
the 125th founding anniversary of
the Department of Agriculture on

Tuesday, Marcos said his latest talk
with Chinese PresidentXiJinpinghas
allowed local fishermen to resume

their activities in the WPS.
“Thelatestreportshowed theyare
now being followed [by Chinese ves-

sels], unlike before where they were

being barred entry [in the fishing
grounds]. So there’s a little progress
there,” Marcos said.

The President said this devel-
opment has led to the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources’s

(BEAR) making a projection that

local fishermen can increase their
catch this year.

The country’s talks on fishingmat-
ters have reached the point where
there is now coordination on the

fishingban to minimizeitsimpacton
all fishermen, according to Marcos.

' “We are slowly making progress
because the key to that is the im-
proved communication between,
the Philippine government and the
Chinese government,” Marcos said.

He made the remarks when sought
forreactiontothelatestreportsof fish-

erfolks at the Pag-asa Island claiming

they were still being harassed by the
Chinese Coast Guard in the WPS.
Pag-asa [sland is the second larg-
estonthe naturally oceurring Spratly
Islands, whichisadministered by the
Ph111pp1nes Samuel P. Medenilla
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‘§ecretary for Ilfe’

resident Bongbong Marcos
recently announced. that |
v he will be staying on as the |
incumbent Sectetary of Agricul- | °
 ture “until the required structural |
‘reforms are instituted to make the |
sector more efﬁment and competl-
tive.” :
- In an article published in The - -
Philippine STAR, the President was quoted as say-
ing: “What I aspire is by the time I leave the DA (Depart-
ment of Agriculture), we will have systems in place so
that we can guarantee the fomi supply of the Philippines,
number one; we can guarantee th&pﬂcesm
and number three, that our ﬁ e a good liv
Based oﬁ,&mse‘“ retzondl ons set by i
safe to assume*ﬂué’ PBBM will remain Secm%ryt%s
Agriculture “for life” (as a figure of speech) or until
his last day in ofﬁce It is also interesting to note that

 efficient, but only throu,

_already

'amount mveshed onrice productmn Ag

. landerer whose

uncontollable disruption in the supp

:ad far as farmers g0,

~ Various agencies of the DA have piles of docu~
mentary and scientific and financial requirements

- for registration, certification and permission in rela- -

tion to business registration, certification of farms,
products or movement. I am certain that if someone

- atthe Anti-Red Tape Authority (ARTA) investigated
 the processes and requirements of the DA, they would
flag so much red tape in its various agencies. =

Yes, you can modernize agriculture, you can

increase yield, you can integrate and make it more

gh the people on the ground
and of the land. The Presndent’ s friends and advisers

all talk about “factory farms” and integrating lands

- thathave already been subdlv'lded and distributed in

an attempt to make PBBM believe, which he probably
, that is the answer.
Unless the P&:esldgnthas been hiding ina cave, Iam
certain that he is well aware of the state of agricultural

infrastructure in terms of available land for different

- xgtes of applications, not just rice. He must be aware

irrigation in the country is in'such a sorry state
that on occasion, the distribution of water ends up
being a choice on whether Metro Manila gets potable
water or if farmers get water for their rice paddies.
Even with water available, the irrigation and distri-
bution are so fractured that it costs more 'andwgstes .
more. Time and agam 1tl’|as‘be€n suggestec thﬁtnoe
where thgne are qvets and w,etlands instead of sus-
ﬂ\em‘lri‘azehs cﬁﬂﬁEngéd Wfﬁ'l \ water supply. -
The is we continue to focus all
resources ofthe DA 60percent1s the often uoted
ture is
not just rice. There is livestock, grains and vegetables
along mthmhrme products. Then the DAis likeap'lu-
snsibility is to care for Philippine

agnculﬁ.u'e but de ghfs in sou.rcmg nd suppdrtmg

,:z

. the agriculture and products of other cou’ﬁh-l

 The Philippines needs to create a buffer to transition

| us towards increased self-sufficiency orloca'l@ouréflg

and ultimately reduce importation of agncxﬂtural

ucts simply to cover d;g\mis orasa némedml soluhdn to
full circle, whatever ‘wz do 'co ﬁ:(P}nhppme
agncultute it has to start with the farmers. I seriously
doubt if there has even been a demograplﬁc survey
of who and where are the different types of farmers,

- their products, assets, locatmn and outputs aswellas

challenges or needs. -

PBBM said that Fili inos don't want dole otits and
t may be the case. But what
they wantisa fair and level playing field where their

effort and sacrifice are honored by their government

. through “priority status,” " “buy local” policies and to
 befinally recognized and

r&epected for their contribu--
tion to nation buﬂdmg

DA officials need to be sent to reeducahon camps

on how to respect their stakeholdersr, engage and con-

K sult You cannot help farmers if you are not wﬂhglg,to
walk their paln and get yourfeet du:ty mgq "bosomg

E-ma.ﬂ utalchtalk@gmazI cam :
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ANA MARIE PAMINTUAN

Staymg put

'[ ]'ntil efficient “systems”
are in place, according
to President Marcos, the

nation will have to put up with

him as secretary of agriculture.
The systems, he saJd should
make it possible to fulfill his
“aspirations” for a guaranteed
food supply at affordable prices
and a “good living” for farmers.
Those are ambitious goals along the line of his
election campaign “aspiration” for rice at P20 a kilo.

They make his story about having no volunteers for

the top agriculture post almost believable... except

the “Marites” grapevine had been awash with
stories of at least one person already preparing
to take on the job. This willing person, however,
reportedly became a casualty of the feud between
the President’s avowed BFF the Vice Pnesuient and
his cousin the Speaker. :

Last January, BBM had said he wanted an agn-
culture expert as permanent secretary of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. He already had such an expert
in agriculture scientist Leocadio Sebastian, but the -
guy became an early casualty of infighting within the
walls of power. Although Sebastian has since been
recycled to a post where his expertise is well suited,
whathappened to him is surely a concern fo ne- -
being recruited by BBM to head the DA. w :

So it looks like the nation will have to put
the current secretary of agriculture (his wo :
wayto the end of}usbennm2028 for better or worse.

*

This is an underwhelming prospect for
remember the “chicken sad” and onion crise
plus the continuing greed-driven sugar crisis.

A common criticism is that with so man
complicated problems requiring a pre51d
gent attention, from the education crisis to Ioon
power and water shortages and (according tc
finance chief) fiscal collapse, BBM needs a full
DA secretary who can micromanage and foc
percent on the agriculture sector.

Last year, according to official data .
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), agr culty
forestry and fishing accounted for the ----
tribution among the major economic sectors ihe
gross domestic product with 8.9 percent“'belund{
the services sector (61 4 percent) and industry,
percent). 3

In terms of employment, the agnculture%e t
share was only 23.5 percent as of March i
below the 59 percent in services, and only:sh
hlgher than those in industry (17.5 pement),' accord-
ing to the PSA. : e

" On the other hand, Marcos supporters say the
problems that have long hounded the agriculture
sector are best tackled by the President himself, Or-
ders can be issued directly for faster compliance by
both national and local government agencies.

The President has talked about supply and value
chain i issues that need fixing to stabilize supply and
prices of agricultural commodities. DA officials have
told “The Chiefs” on One News that this means,
among other things, eliminating several middlemen
and having the government provide farm equip-
ment, facilities and services, whose lack or steep fees
drive up crop retail prices.

But we’ve heard such commitments before, from
a succession of administrations, so people aren’t

holding their breath about the latest plans.

DA Secretary BBM was in charge of the country
only during the second half of 2022. So “chicken
sad” and P750-a-kilo onions (plus P136-a-kilo sugar)
notwithstanding, he can still deflect blame for the
lackluster agricultural production, and even for food
inflation — the biggest contributor to the 14-year-high
inflation rate under his watch. .
So far, the agriculture problems are still not stick-
ing to him, as can be inferred from his continuing
high'survey ratings (although slipping). He can still
afford to pass on the blame to officials by firing them.
His authority can even be invoked to brush aside

~ criticism of the short-circuiting of importation rules

to favor three companies in bringing in 440,000 met-
ric tons of white refined sugar ASAP, with the sugar

 arriving even before an import order was xssued (Yet

sugar prices still refused to come down.)

The impressive clout of those three entities
something that can be possible in this'country only
through powerful connections - could be among the
reasons why there are no takers for the top DA post.

An official who signs off on that kind of ques-

- tionable importation could find himself facing an

indictment for plunder in the not-too-distant future.
Such is life in this land of “weather-weather lang.”
Meanwhile, here we are the hoi polloi, wondenng
when greed will be moderated to substantially bring
down sugar prices, and not just in the tax-subsidized
Kadiwa outlets.
Since it looks like positioning for 2028 is starting

.early,rfood-dnven inflation and other agriculture

issues may be used by non-administration forces
against Marcos 2.0.

The issues may be used even by forces within the.
administration, if the rift'in the UniTeam widens,
which is looking inevitable even this early consider-
ing the egos and ambitions involved. .

BBM seems unfazed about such posmb:htt&s Per-
haps he’s thinking that if his ambitious objectives are -
attained, especially for P20 a kilo rice outside Kadiwa,
it will not only establish his legacy but also boost his
efforts to fully rehabilitate the Marcos name.

 In agriculture, the buck stops with the President -
—successes and failures alike.

*
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Improved agri i crucial
for post-pandemic
recovery - BBM

By ALEXIS ROMERO

‘The Philippines can-
not recover from the
impact of the COVID
pandemic if its farming

“sector does not improve,
President Marcos sa1d

yesterday.

_ing the 125th
anniversary cel-
ebration of the

Pmldem Ilaroos exnmlnec a plant ond

In a speech

A riculture
lopment of

Turn to

dur-

lvthe rﬁl The program hig

challenges in addmslng food and nutrition secu

Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) in Quezon
City, Marcos said the
problems that the ad-
ministration is facing go
beyond providing suf-
ficient food that people

Page 4
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~can afford.
* “One of the great priori-

ties of this administration is

“to pull out of the pandemic

economy. And every analy-
sis, even it is not conducted
by farmers, even if it is done

by banks, bytheWorldBank,‘
bythe ADB, they always say

that “your economy won
recover if your agncultum
does not improve’ because

everything

resilient and robust a,

ture sector,” Marcos,

a]sotheagncultmeseuetary

said, referring to the Asian

Development Bank. !
“That is how important

- your work is. It is not just

~about feeding people but

the recovery of the Philip-
pines after the pandem-
ic. Let us always keep that
in the back of our mind so
we will always remember
that this work is not just
something that you do
because you cannot find an-
other job, you cannot find
another work,” he added.

lhannl oﬂhe

it we do inthe
economy is anchored on a -

 Agriculture...

DA’s eontrlbutlons to the contlnuous

Marcos said agriculture
is =n 1 “will always be an
important contnbutor" to
the economy:.
-~ He said that in the first
quarter of the year, the
sector grew by 2.2 percent
while contributing 9.1 per-

~ cent to the country’s total
gross domestic product.

~ “Let us always bear in
mind that the agriculture
sector plays a major and
significant role. cing
the agnculture sector is
tantamount to 1m rovmg

> the Philippines,”

said in Filipino. -

' He expxessed ophmlsm

that the targets set by the
DA would be achieved.
“There are a lot of good
people in the Department of
y did not
think of anything but find
ways to improve the lives
of our farmers, to strength-
en our food supply. And
that is why I am sure that...
the goals that we have set
for ourselves in the next few
years... are goals that we can
achieve because we have all
the different elements that

are required,” he said.

and in glvlng support to farmers and fisherfolk amid the

2
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goals will be achieved

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is confident

that the “far-reaching” goals set by the

Department of Agriculture (DA) in the next
few years will be achieved under his watch.

Speaking at the 125th founding
anniversary of the DA, the Presi-
dent cited the recent improvement
the country posted in terms of
production.

“Iam sure that the goals that we
have set for the Department of Ag-
riculture in the next few years are

goals that we can achieve because
we have all the different elements
that are required,” said Marcos,
who is also the Agriculture chief,
“We have the expertise. We have
the experience. We have the knowl-
edge. We have the motivation to
make things work. And so that is

why, that is what we are trying to
do to put all your efforts into a
single plan that everyone can fol-
low,” he added.

The DA said the agriculture
sector had achieved 0.7 percent
growth in production amount-
ing to P931.8 billion in gross
value added (GVA) in agriculture,

. forestty and fishing from July to

December 2022.

In his speech, the President
cited a 2.2 percent or P9.8-billion
expansion in agricultural GVA dur-
ing the opening quarter of 2023.

“Agriculture is and will always

be an important contributor to
our national economy. In the first
quarter of 2023, the agriculture
sector grew by 2.2 percent while
contributing 9.1 percent to our
total gross domestic product,”
he said.

Marcos added that the country
must adopt and use the latest tech-
nologies and best practices that
will not only boost the nation’s.
productivity and quality of life for
Filipinos but “will also open more
doors to investments and market
opportunities for our friends from
outside of the Philippines.”
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MARCOS: PH, CHINA MAKE
HEADWAY ON ‘FISHING BAN’

STORY BY NESTOR CORRALES

The President says two countries now have ‘coordination’ on annual fishing ban imposed by Beijing in 1999.
Whenever it is in force, ‘we can make a plan’ to give Filipino fishers other ways to make a living, he adds. A2
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By Nestor Corrales
@NCorralesINQ

, President Marcos said Ma-

nila and Beijing were “mak-
ing some progress” toward a
breakthrough in resolving their
dispute over China's annual
fishing ban in the South China
Sea that had been the bane of
Filipino fisherfolk for over two
decades.

Speaking to reporters in
Quezon City on Tuesday, the

President said the two sides had

reached the point of having “co-
ordination” on fishing activities
despite China’s unilateral im-
position of a fishing ban in the
resource-rich waterway.

“We already have coordi-
nation with them (China) when
there is a fishing ban so there
won’t be a sudden fishing ban.
At least we can have a plan,”
Mr. Marcos said.

“We are making some prog-
ress in that regard,” he added.

Since 1999, Beijing has im-
posed a yearly fishing ban in
the vast South China Sea, in-
cluding the West Philippine
Sea, or the parts within the
country’s 37o-kilometer ex-
clusive economic zone (EEZ),
despite a 2016 arbitral ruling,
recognizing the Philippines’
sovereign right to fish and ex-
plore for resources in those
waters.

Other income source

“When they say there will
be a fishing ban in two months’
time, we can make a plan,” Mr.
Marcos said.

“What will our fishermen
do? So let's give them another
hvehhood or another source of
income.”

In May, the President said
Beijing had agreed to discuss

| JUN 2023
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TRADITIONAL FISHING GROUND In this:November 2016
photo, a Filipino fisherman catches fish as the China Coast
Guard patrols Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal in the West
Philippine Sea, a traditional fishing ground for Zambales and
Pangasinan fishers. —RICHARD A.REYES

the fishing rights of Filipino
fisherfolk in the South China
Sea, as many of them often
experience harassment from
Chinese vessels even in their
traditional fishing grounds.

“These things do not come
very quickly... but we are slow-
ly making progress because
the key to that is the im

gproved
communication betweéen the

Philippine government and
the Chinese government,” the
President said.

Mr. Marcos had ordered the
Philippine Coast Guard and the

' Department of Foreign Affairs

(DFA) to create a map of the
Philippines’ fishing grounds in
the West Philippine.Sea, which
he planned to present to China.

In 2016, the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The
Hague, Netherlands, ruled in
favor of the Philippines by in-
validating China's sweeping
claims in the South China Sea
and recognizing the right of
Filipinos to fish in those wa-
ters.

Beijing has refused to ac-
knowledge that decision.

On Jure 16, a Chinese navy
ship reportedly shadowed the
Philippine civilian patrol ves-
sel BRP Francisco Dagohoy as
it was heading back to Palawan
from the Philippine-occupied
Pag-asa Island.

Asked to comment on the
incident, Mr. Marcos suggested -
that ‘Beijing was actually be-
Edﬁﬁﬁg‘l’éﬁ'ﬂbﬁle i

‘A little progress’

“The latest report is that
they were just tailed, unlike
before [when] they were being
blocked. So there’s a little prog-
ress there,” he said.

“That is because we are
continuing to talk to the Chi-
nese government, President
Xi (Jinping), in every way,” he
added.

Mr. Marcos said he had
pressed the matter during his
bilateral meeting with Xi in
Beijing in January.

“Let’s not talk about the

territory because we can’t de-

-cide [on] it now that we are

talking. Let’s prioritize the fish-
eries, because I say, the people

are innocent, why should we
punish them,” he recalled tell-
ing China’s leader. '

China says the fishing ban,
which lasts from May to Au-
gust, is intended to promote
sustainable fishing and im-
prove marine ecology.. The
Philippines has repeatedly pro-
tested the imposition.

. The May 1 to Aug. 16 fishing
ban covers waters north of the
12th parallel and two of the 12
fishing management areas of

- the Philippines—designated as

Zones 5 and 6 by the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc-
es (BFAR).

These zones include waters
surrounding the provinces of
Antique, Occidental Mindoro,
Palawan, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos
Sur, Pangasinan, Zambales,
Bataan, Pampanga, Bulacan,
Cavite and Batangas.

The ban roughly covers wa-'
ters west of Palawan’s Busuan-
ga Island all the way north past
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal,

also called Bajo de Masinloc off

Zambales.

In 2019, Malacanang said
the ' China-imposed fishing
moratonum was against the

wfélgnty ofthe Philippines.

In.May 2021, the DFA filed a
diplomatic protest against Chi-
na’'s fishing ban in the South
China Sea, saying the prohibi-
tion encroached into parts of
the country’s EEZ and put Fili-
pino fishers at risk of attack.

Bigger fish haul
- A year later, the DFA filed a
new diplomatic protest against
the ban, which it said covered
areas in the West Philippine
Sea over which the Philippines
enjoyed “sovereignty, sover-
eign rights and jurisdiction.”
But China rejected the Phil-
ippines’ diplomatic protests.
At a press conference in
Beijing on June 1, 2022, a
Chinese foreign ministry -
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X spokesperson said China couid

nor»accept the DFA’s “unwar ;
,rang:edaccusation. %

On Tuesday, Mr. Marcos
sald" the improving ties with:
Chl_qas daireadyled to a BFAR
projection of a blgger haul for
Fmpino hers i £+ 3

BFAR spokesperson Nazario

lqtl.ega‘sald on Saturday that
the We -hllippme Sea had
conmbuted 6 percent to' the
countty‘s total fisheries pro-
ductfgn,asofzozz.
‘ ﬁ AR showed
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By Beatriz Marie D._Cm Reporter

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.
on Tuesday said the Philippines and Chi-
na have made progress in coordinating
* fishing activities in the South China Sea.
“We are makmg some progress in
that regard,” he told reporters on the
- sidelines of an Agriculture event, addmg
that the two countries have started co-
ordinating on China’s yearly ﬁshmgban,

He made the remarks after a Chinese

Navy vessel reportedly tailed a multi-
mission offshore civilian patrol vessel in
a Philippine-claimed area of the water-
way last week.

Mr. Marcos said the fact that the
Chinese vessel did not block and only
tailed the Philippine patrol vessel is an
. improvement in itself.

“These things do not come very
quickly,” he said. “But we are slowly
making progress because the key to

that is the improved communication -

between the Philippine government and
Chinese government.”

~ Mr. Marcos said he’s “continuing to
talk” to the Chinese government and

Busine
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end, an
Bureau of Fiaheries ﬁnd
sources (BFAR) said Fﬂlp'in
could increase their catch if there were
no aggressive Chinese activities.

BFAR spokesman Naz Briguera told a
media forum the agency did not want to
downplay the significance of the South
China Sea in the country’s fish pro-
duction and food security. Philippine-
claimed areas contributed 6% to ﬁshery
output in 2022, he said.

Meanwhile, the presidential palace

said Mr. Marcos had ordered the Agri-
culture department and BFAR to come

up with studies on the rehabilitation

and maintenance of the country’s ma-
rine habitats “to address illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated fishing.”

The president issued the order at

-a June 13 meeting, where he cited the
- need for the Philippines to comply with

international commitments, particular-
ly to the European Union on preventing
illegal fishing.

“He also highlighted the unportance
of addressing the concerns of fishery

hﬁrih n
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sia “Risa” N. Hontiveros-Baraquel
said her proposal for a United Nations
(UN) intervention to stop Chinese ha-
rassment of Philippine Coast Guard
vessels could influence mternatmnal
norms and policies.

“A UN General Assembly resolution
has the potential to hone international
norms and influence even national poli-
cies of its member-nations, whether it’s
the Philippines, China, or others,” she
told an online news briefing.

She said a UN resolution could guide
other UN specialized agencies
and regional organizations
like the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN)
on how it approaches the sea
dispute.

“Although not legally bmd-

ing, [the proposed UN resolu- ie;d m’::g:ggm ~ direct consultations and nego-
tion] has political weight and opy typingtheline  tiations, he added. — with Kyle
serves as an expression of the  <httpsy//h.gy/tady5> . Aristophere T. Atienza
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R Al A e e stE of the international
_community,” she added.

The senator has filed a resolution

E,emrgmg the Ph1]1ppme government

_through the Department of Foreign

~ Affairs (DFA) to sponsor a resolution
Also on Tuesday, Senator Ana There-"  before the UN General Assembly asking

China to stop harassing the Philippine

Coast Guard in the disputed waterway.
Beijing’s “blunt refusal to acceptits le-

gal fate should have serious consequenc-

“es;” Ms. Hontiveros said in Filipino.

China claims more than 80% of the

South China Sea, which is believed to |

contain massive oil and gas deposits
and through which billions of dollars in
trade passes each year.

UN intervention would serve Philip-
pine interests but “could harden the posi-
tion of China,” Rommel C. Banlaoi, director
' of the Center for Intelligence and

Philippine Institute for Peace,
Violence and Terrorism-Re-
' search, said in a Viber message.
The dispuite could be re-
solved peacefully through

ragc
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, fter reading the very posi-
-\ tive assessment of Philip-
: ine economic prospects

in the coming five years frommy, 3t yhe Aguinaldo State Dining oo

long-term colleague, Jim Walk- ' Malacafian Palace on Aug. 1, 2022.
er; I have been reinforced in my ;

belief that Philippine GDP can
grow at an annual rate of 6-7%,
given existing strong institutions
and enlightened economic poli-
cies that have been products of
more than 30 years of reforms.
Thls 6-7% growth, however, is '
not enough if we want to make
a significant dent in fighting
‘mass poverty, which is still at
double-digit levels. We must
target at least 8-10% growth.
This is where I appreciate get-
ting some constructive -criti-
cism from Jim Walker,

He is not happy with the Presi-
dent appointing himself as the
Secretary of Agriculture. First,
he admits that it is not unusual in
Asian politics for the prime min-
ister or president of a country to
hold another senior government
portfolio. He cites the example

of Najib Razak who was not only ~
Prime Minister of Malaysia but - HUMAN SlDE
also Finance Minister. He uses OF ECONOM'CS

this example to offer a warning BERNAHDO M. V||_|_EGAS
shot to President Ferdinand Mar- /i

cos, Jr. because of the corruption

that resulted in the IMDB scan- ( o
dal. As the reader may remember, Page_ ! of 2
‘Najib Razak was sent to jail for

corruption.
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DA@125 — President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (center) receives a brochure from a

vendor at the ‘Kadiwa ng Pangulo’ at the Department of Agriculture (DA) head office
in Quezon City during the 125th founding anniversary of the agency on Tuesday, June

20, 2023. Joining the President, who is also the concurrent Agriculture Secretary, are
(from left) DA Senior Undersecretary Domingo Panganiban, Senator Cynthia Villar,

Ilocos Norte Rep. Sandro Marcos (partly hidden), and DA Assistant Secretary Kristine

Evangelista. (Noel B. Pabalate) o ,
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ayin muli ang industriya ng asin sa bansa

I s2ye naman po isa sa ating mga ang Salt Industry Develdpment At,
JBHSEA BICOL! 8 un AR -bba;as_ng. mayb%hﬁekto qg_.play.lfzgm;pm
LI B e S S ueng ne rabaho s secorn gl

. kir : bi ko pong ito ay hango sa
 Kongreso ay ang bill na ang layuninay - n hayag ng Department of

RER BRIAN WOLIAN: W5 53 asar ng nag-file pagpapasigla muli sa in asir
Nakakapagtaka na kahit isang kapu- ng bill sina Congressman LRay Villa  ay makakalikha ng 20,000 na trabaho

,luanqa;cgi‘pe]g'goangﬁlipinasatmay “fuerte, Gong.Migz'\ﬁﬂ_afﬁerteaggoﬂgg._f,;,: t ng karagdag 180,000 na indirect
napakahabang baybaying dagat, ang Hori Horibata na mga kinatawan lahat ‘Orelatedjobs. -
industriya ng asin sa bansa ay tila ba Hg Semafifes St | i B _ Marahil ay tatanungin ninyo po kung

alo.na. : paanong umabot sa ganitong kada-
_Noong mga nakaraang siglo, ang  sentante bago, ; ang sesyon  ming trabaho ang malilikha ng isang
-mga_bayansliO:n'gfI;.asPiﬁasatMalabon ng Kongreso ang House Bill (HB) 8 78 lﬁal“akast.ha~sgltiggdgsu-[sarbansa? :
AN nangunguna sa paggawa ngasinat .o ansPhiﬁppﬁie;sak'lﬂﬁl?'SﬁyD@Wl.Pﬁ ~ Ang karaniwan po nating ala;
::%a]aglgiangmdustnymg ito. Kaso ment Act. Ito po augpmagsmna-gmna at asmaYlsjlangpampaIasa sa pagkain.
‘nga lamang, simula ng kalagitnaan ng  inayos na mga bill na naihain natin at Pero marami pa pong gamit ang
1990s, unti-unting “naalat”, ikanga,ng ng ibang mambabatas para mabigyang asin. Halimbawa na lang po ay ang
mga imported na asin ang salt industry “buhay muli ang industriya ng asin sa - Paggamit ng asin bilang pataba sa
Ngbansa. Bukod pa riyan, naging batas Pilipinas. Isa po ito sa mga prayoridad niyog na isa ring produkto ng ating
- ang tinatawag na Act for Salt Jodiza- s erdinand “Bongbong”  bansa na maraming magsasaka ang
tion Nationwide (ASIN) kung saan M arcc : 1y i
pinag-utos sa mga food-grade manu- tumatayong Ag re secretary. - industry pa lamang ay kakailanganin
gacttgee;na gawing iodized ang mga Sa ilalim ng panukalang batas, ng 300,000 metric tons ng aslléld t
-binebenta nilang asin. Maging ang mga magtatatag ng Philippine Salt Industry Bukod diyan, ang asin bilang industrial
festaurant po at iba pang food outlet ‘Development Council (PSIDG) na ang saltay ginagamit din sa paggawa ng dye
& inatasang tanging iodized salt lang p, unahing %sawm ay magbuo ng o pangkulay sa mga tela, at gayundin sa
ang ihain sa kar g establisimiyento. “isang kompre ensibong plano para ‘paggawa ng glass, polyester, plastic a
Dahil wala naman pong kaakibat na ~ ma-modernize at ma-industrialize ang leather. inagamit rin ang asin sa chemi-
- suporta mula sa gobyerno at teknolo-  salt industry ng bansa, & mahalagang elemento ri
‘hxyaanggun_gnggamagsasakang.asm:  Ang PSlDCrmang magbibigay ng <mgmdusnialmksa.pagiﬂimngmga
para maging iodized angkanﬂaugmga ‘pondo, makabagong kagamitan at gas_at_pﬂwells,abs'apagg_avya_ngpjepel,
‘produkto ng mga panahon na iyon, teknikal na suporta sa mga magsasaka umhas,hhadiatms&hﬂrdmedm

unti-unti po silang nasapawan ng mga ng asin, . ed Kaya , magiging
imported iodized salt sa merkado. I.lgpala_laguin din ang Paggawa-ng bldaangmgamassasakangasmatang
Nakakalungkot po ang nangyaring artisanal salts. Ito po ang asin na gina-. salt industry natin, tiyak pong marami
pagbababayasamdusmyadahﬂplmede ~ §awa sa tradisyonal na paraan. Tlang -ang magkakatrabaho. ‘Mahalaga ang
sana tayong maging isa sa mga pangu- - halimbawa ng artisanal salt ay ang  asin hindi lamang sa ating hapag-
‘nahing producer ng asin sa mundo. Sa- llocano Asin at Sugpo Asin na mulasa kainan, kundi maging sa ekonomiya
 halip na mangyari ito, nag-aangkat pa angasinan at ang Asin I'ibuokmlﬂaﬁ%%%\é A Sk

Y Wi S :

g nakadepende, Tinatayang sa coconut
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outhnes role for

DSWD,

DA in food stamp program

By JoVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
wW@joveemarie

’I"‘ HE chairman of the House
Committee on Poverty Al-
leviation has filed a bill
tapping the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD)
and the Department of Agricul-

ture (DA) in the creation and

implementation of a comprehen-
1
sive food stamp program for poor’

households across the country.
1-Pacman Party-list Rep. Mi-
kee Romero filed House Bill 8532
' to supplement all poor families’
food intake and to possibly di-

minish and in time completely

eliminate hunger in urban and
rural communities.

“These comprehensive food
stamp programs as proposed and
executed in other countries, are ac-
tually agricultural programs. They
aim to link rural surpluses with
food-poorurban communities. This
way, we could effectively address
both urban poverty and.rural pov-
erty,” Romero said.

Under the House bill, the DSWD ' v

should integrate its planned food
stampprogram with efforts by the
agriculture department to expand
themarket forlocalfarmproducts.

“Astheleadagencyinsocial wel-
fare and development, the DSWD

would formulate policiesand plans
which provide direction to inter-
mediaries and other implementers
in the development and delivery
of social welfare and development
services,” Romero added.

Under the protocol and mechan-
ics of the comprehensive Food
Stamp Program, the bill said there
shall be benefit cards or “tap cards”

. loaded with food credits amounting

to P5,000.

It said the beneficiaries could
use the cards to buy a select list
of healthy products from DSWD-
accredited local retailers.

Also, the bill said beneficiaries
can choose from a list of differ-

ent food groups, and the program
would be conditional and should
complement a “work component,”
which means the beneficiaries

~would need to find work to keep
. the benefits.

The bill added the beneflcmnes
areonly families whoseincome does
not go beyond P8,000 a month,

According to Romero, the
planned program targets at least
300,000 families by 2024, and
hopes to increase the tap card re-
cipients to 1 million during the
following years.

The measure said the six-month
pilot run would come from grants
from the Asian Development Bank.
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‘What drives global rlce imports? The country
that talks big about ‘self-sufficiency’

PINDING a feel-good, inspir-

ing story about Philippine
agriculture is like finding pork
in a can of pork and beans, be
it local or imported. There is
no “there, there” after prying
that can open; it only contains
pre-cooked beans swimming
in thick orange liquid, and the
pork seemingly sworn to either
self-effacement or invisibility.
In a similar way, our political
overlords — from the top hon-
chos at the Palace to the lesser
gods at the Elliptical Circle —
consistently talk big about an ag-
ricultural renaissance, as if it were
afact of agriculture or of life, with
real results like food aplenty,
supplied by our farms, harvested
with energy and enthusiasm by
our globally competitive farmers.

farm-centric propaganda.
Let us start with rice, our most

MIDWEEK
COMMENTS

MARLEN V.
~ RONQUILLO

Like welcome rain pounng into
our farms and paddies to nourish

the crops and nurture the soil.
The truth? Just like the invisible

pork in a can of pork and beans,

there is no “there, there” after all
the big talk about self-sufficiency,
food aplenty, and freedom from
hunger and the tired corpus of

important crop and basic staple.
The way our political over-

lords tell it, a medium-term pro-

gram — forthcoming and fully

supported with the required
wherewithal and resources —
will, at the very least, aim for

97.5 percent rice self-sufficiency.

That would be the crowning
glory, the climax, of the prom-
ised agricultural renaissance
program, which would indeed
spark cheers and celebration

across the board, as that would’

end our embarrassing record as
the biggest — if not the second-

 biggest — rice importer in the

world since the passage of Re-
public Act 11203, or the “Rice
 Tariffication Law, " in 2019, Only

. inthe Phlllppm_es can a law lead

us to food perdition and make
us fodder for comic skits.

_ So OK, what is the harsh real-

ity that shatters all the dreamy
and high expectations raised by

the big talk of the political over-

lords on rice self-sufficiency?
The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) is the go-
to source for figures on global rice
imports because it has expertise
in this area, and its vast global
outposts enable the agency to
track in real time the movement
of rice imports worldwide, It
breaks down its figures in what it
calls “marketing year” — a one- -
year tally, but not following the
January-to-December cycle. The
USDA says that, for marketing
year 2022-2023, we are expected
to import 3.9 million metric tons
(MT) of rice, the second-biggest
import volume after China. This
was earlier placed at 3.7 million
MT, but adjustments were made
> RonquilloA5
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What drives global rice |mports7 The country that talks big about ‘self-suffi iciency’

after the domestic rice supply was
found inadequate.

(One must remember that the

USDA is a nonpartisan source of
global rice import data and re-
ports facts and figures about it.
The agency is probably unaware
that, in the Philippines, rice im-
. portation has been a politically
sensitive topic for generations.)
The rice-import estimate for
marketing year 2023-2024 is
set at about the previous year’s
range, or 3.8 million MT. Es-
timates can go down or up,
depending on local production
and supply circumstances. But
like the 2022-2023 estimate,

that figure is close to 4 million
MT, and that is extraordinarily
high for a country with a popula-
tion of just over 110 million. By
contrast, China — the world's
biggest industrial economy with
1.4 billion people — is expected
to import 5 million MT.

“Global consumption is up

with increases for India and the
Philippines. Import forecasts
are higher mainly for Kenya
and the Philippines,” the USDA
said in a statement. But what
did that statement fail to say
in all candor? It is this: since
2019, the global rice market has
hardly registered a down year,

and Vietnamese rice farmers
have never complained about
the lack of foreign markets for
their surplus grain, as there is
always that Philippine market
of irrational exuberance.

Let us skip the bad news on the
second and third most important
crops, corn and sugar, whose op-
erative word is also built around
that dreaded word: “importation.”
The issue of sugar imports used to
center on theirvolume. Now, it has
an additional dimension: corrup-

‘tion. On corn, we may have a “new
normal” of yellow corn imports
breaching the 1 million MT mark.
So what about the twin of ag-

riculture, fisheries? Can we draw
uplifting stories from fisheries to
break the pattern of gloom and
doom in the agriculture sector? It
looks like the woes of agriculture
have been cascading into fisheries,

A 7-percent drop in fishery
output has been recorded in
2021 and 2022 in the rich fishing
grounds of the West Philippine
Sea (WPS), according to the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR). That is not
insignificant. The BFAR says the
WPS contributes 6.3 percent of
total fishery output, and there
is no new ground to explore.
Sophisticated Chinese fishing

vessels backed by their country’s
coast guard, which is now the
envy of the world, crowd out
Philippine fishing vessels in the
fishing areas mapped by China's

fictional nine-dash line. Conse-

quently, the harassed Filipino
fishermen have lost the right to
fish in their own waters,
Meanwhile, the tilapia-raising
craze in inland areas of Central
Luzon and Southern Tagalog

that used to contribute to the

national output is over with a
dear lesson learned. Aquaculture
can't thrive on traditional sugar
or corn lands. (To digress: I was
part of that craze. Bulldozers

carved a 1-hectare artificial fish-
pond in a plot of land that had
been devoted to sugar for at least
a century. After a year of losses
I quit, just like the others who
were caught up in that craze.)
Fishpond operations, now en-
tirely dependent on aqua feeds
and not the by-product of brack-
ish water like algae, now require
real capital, and the big players
are dominating that field.
Indeed, finding uphfung news

i the agriculture sector is like try-

ing to find the minutest sliver of
pork in a can of pork and beans.
Thereis nothing no “there, there,”
beyond the hype and propaganda.
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BY JED MACAPAGAL

FISH unloading volume across

all regional fish ports recorded an
11.8 percent year-on-year. drop
in May 2023, according to the
Philippine Fisheties Development
Authority (PFDA).

PFDA said total fish unload-

ing volume in May 2023 reached
42,814.9 metric _tons 2
paied wih May zozz(%zge%‘?

unloading volume i 1s 4. 3 percent
lower compa:ed to Apﬂ.l 2023’
44721.05 MT.

L

The agency sa.ldm a statement

widespread rain. brought by Ty
phoon Betty and the southwest
monsoon are the factors for re-
duced unloading volumes. -

Amoug regional fish ports :

included in PEDA’s monitoring

are the Bulan in Sorsogon; Sual

in Pangasma.n, General Santos;
Davao; Zamboanga; Lucena in
-+ Quezon Province; Iloilo; and
Navotas.

Based on the Depa.rtment of

Agriculture’s monitoring of public
markets in the National Capital
chion, prevailing pet kg retail
price ranges as of Monday were
at P150 to P240 for milkfish; P105
to P160 for tilapia; P180 to P280
for local galunggong; P200 for
imported galunggong; and P240
to P360 for alumahan.

Meanwhile, the Burean of
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Traders are shown at the Navotas Flsh Port Complex in this undated photo Plsh unloacllng volume 1n May reach

metric tons. (PFDA Photo)

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) said up to P80 million is
allocated this year for programs
that will improve production in fish
producing ateas facing the West
Philippine Sea:

Nazario Briguera, BEAR
spokesperson, said at the Laging
Handa public briefing yesterday
the agency is preparing to provide
such areas with boats, fishing

LIBRARY
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#gears such as payao a.nd baklad as
well as, gos;,,hamest, eqmpmcnt, Y

among othetelroa |

Briguera. added fishing com-
munities from regions of Cen-
tral Luzon, flocos 'and Mima-

ropa are Set to, bcncﬁt from the
programs. ¢ J 11
“Based on data, ﬁ'om the Philip-

“pine Statisties® Authority, between

2021 and 2022, we cxpencncdd i

decline in production from areas in
the West Philippine Sea but this is
not directly attributed to issues in

 thearea. Our country is frequently
affected by bad weather so we
are seeing it as the likely reason,”
Briguera said.

‘However, BEAR did not provldc
the specific volume of fish caught
in waters of -the West Ph:hppme
Seas 1

Page of



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: 7 1 JUN 2023 Page: A%
iz LIBRARY
} DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

3
sr'_rr-l

Je%i
}

o BAT detlﬁres’ ‘B’atangas a’Vlaﬁ ﬂu

'EHE D:pammt of A@Cﬁdﬁﬁe Bl S e o
(DA) has cleared Bhta.ngas &em ! SRS did
avian influenza.

The decision was thade through
Memomndum Circular (MC)
No. 23 series of 2023 signed bye-,-e
Senior Undemecteeuy Domingo
Panganiban on June 16. .
. Batangas recorded one con- -
firmed case of highly pathoge
36&411 influenza subtype H5N
which was confirmed thtaugh :
laboratory testing last December.
dxslifsz?lgie si?lmtitéol?ro(;fngﬁ ﬂug surveillanoe of'the aﬁpcﬁed fa
government of Batangas and the Rt ;nﬂue;}za typeAglrus
municipality of Ibaan, in coor- mfocucn,ﬂ'mowement mesmcnons
dm}mon with DA reglonal field and surveillance in the affected
office Calabarzon and the Bureau premises followmg the Avinn
- of Animal Industry, conducmd ﬂngégza P:o,tecnoa, Progmm

disease mwsugﬁhonvmqﬁg!g o A A
__depopulation, cl N DAsaldcnnmmddmase.mfm- MC..
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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Agriculture ‘ 1
BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES
Fisheries Building Complex, Bureau of Plant Industry Compound,
Visayas Ave., Diliman, Quezon City

Tel. no.: 929-8074 | do@bfar.da.gov.ph | records@bfar.da.gov.ph

Shellfish Bulletin No. 15
Series of 2023
) 19 June 2023 i
Shellfishes collected and tested from coastal waters of Dauis and Tagbilaran City in Bohol; San Pudm'Bay, in Samar; Dumanguiilas Bay
in Zamboanga del Sur; and Lianga Bay in Surigao del Sur are still positive for Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) ortpxic red tide that is beyond
the regulatory fimit. - 5

" - : Do not harvest
Do ot by
nat

All types of shellfish and Acetes sp. or alamang gathered from the areas shown above are NOT SAFE for human consumption. Fish, -
squids, shrimps, and crabs are safe for human consumption provided that they are fresh and washed thoroughly, and internal organs such as gills and
intestines are removed before cooking. l

The following areas continue to be FREE from toxic red tide: coastal waters of Cavite, Las Pifias, Parafiaque, Navotas, Bulacan, and Bataan

{Mariveles, Limay, Orion, Pilar, Balanga, Hermosa, Orani, Abucay, and Samal) in Manila Bay; mariculture areas in Infanta, coastal waters of Bolinao,
Anda, Alaminos, Sual, and Wawa, Bani in Pangasinan; mariculture areas in Rosario, and Sto. Tomas in La Union; coastal waters of Pampanga;
Masinloc Bay in Zambales; Pagbilao Bay, Pagbilac, and coastal waters of Walay, Padre Burgos in Quezon; Honda, and Puerto Princesa Bays, Puerto
Princesa City, and coastal waters of Inner Malampaya Sound, Taytay in Palawan; coastal waters of Milagros and Mandaon in Masbate; Sorsogon
Bay, and Juag Lagoon, Matnog in Sorsogon; coastal waters of Gigantes Islands, Carles, and Borongon, San Dionisio in lloilo; coastal waters of
Roxas City, Panay, President Roxas, and Pilar in Capiz; Sapian Bay (lvisan and Sapian in Capiz, Mambuquiao and Camanci, Batan in Aklan}; coastal
waters of Altavas, Batan, and New Washington in Batan Bay, Aklan; coastal waters of E.B. Magalona, Talisay City, Silay City, Bacolod City, Hinigaran,
and Victorias City in Negros Oceidental; Tambobo, and Siit Bays, Siaton; and Bais Bay, Bais City in Negros Oriental; coastal waters of Daram, and
Zumarraga, Cambatutay, irong-irong, Magueda, and Villareal Bays in Samar; coastal waters of Guiuan in Eastern Samar; coastal waters of Leyte,
" Calubian, Omoc, Sogod, Carigara Bay, and Cancabato Bay, Tacloban City in Leyte; coastal waters of Biliran Island; Tantanang Bay in Zamboanga
Sibugay; Murcielagos Bay in Zamboanga del Norte and (Sapang Dalaga, and Baliangao) in Misamis Cccidental; Panguil Bay, Tangub City, and coastal
waters of Ozamiz City in Misamis Occidental; coastal waters of Baroy in Lanao del Norte; Taguines Lagoon, Benoni, Mahinog in Camiguin; Balite, and
Pujada Bays, Mati City in Davao Oriental; Malalag Bay in Davao Occidental and Davao del Sur; coastal waters of Nasipit in Agusan del Norte; Litalit
Bay in Surigao del Norte; and coastal waters of Hinatuan, Cortes, and Bislig Bay in Surigao del Sur. f 1
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‘was very happy last week Ewmﬂ Ire-
ceived a basket-full of kamote (sweet
potato) from one of our associat

Kamote is one of my favorite nmmuﬂ,_,

to eat. It was part of my childhood and T

continue to enjoy it today. I know that in
the provinces it has remained a staple in
many Filipino families especially those
struggling to make ends meet, That is
why it has earned the monicker “the poor
man’s diet.” It's n:mmP delicious and more
importantly, it is good for your health.

I remember my Nanay Curing encour-

aging me to eat kamote: “Boy, eto kumain

ka kamote para luminaw ang mata mo at* caram . _
~ like it the traditional way: nilaga. Just boil

para lumakas ka.” Mothers always know
best. Several studies have shown that just

one piece of kamote has 400 percent of the

vitamin A you need each day so it is re-
ally good for eye health and your immune
system. It is also high in fiber so it will

T

Page: o

=

o

help you maintain
a healthy &mmmaﬁ
system. When I was

£ mhﬂ 4: Q_n ._._~mmm
iﬁﬂ% at home ND ENE
Em—..”..mnmﬁam, outside >z= _u cwmw._.
from our window, I MANNY VILLAR
soEn be munching Former Senate President
on sweet potato. The
thing with kamote is . .
~ that it is very filling so I would not feel
:E._wmu pangs for a long period of time.

~ Some people bake it or deep fry it with
nelized sugar a la kamote-cue but I

it and it’s good to go. The Filipino diet, of

course, is focused on rice. Rice is very nice

but it does lead to-a myriad of diseases
specifically diabetes. White rice in par-
ticular is considered empty carbs because

=
Jﬂﬂ\.

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

it loses its main sources of nutrients.

Aside from its health benefits, kamote could
potentially help our country as we attempt to
achieve food security. The Department of Agri-
culture should consider kamote and other high
value crops for development in order to boost the
country’s food security and resilience to climate-
change effects like strong typhoons, flash floods,

landslides or even long-season of drought. Sﬁv.

the price of rice at times increasing beyond the
means of low income families and with periodic

shortages _rmgm:mum_ EoEeﬁ:m kamote as an

alternative to rice seems to be a very good idea.
.H.Em idea, of course, is easier said than done.

We are set in our ways. Enm is at the center of our

table. The popular promotions of extra rice and

unlimited rice are proof of this. But we should at -

least start even when'it is daunting. Government
needs to implement a comprehensive plan that will
shift public preference, over a course of time, to
kamote as part of a serious food security strategy.

* k%

Another good man has been welcomed in

heaven this past week. Former Senator Rodolfo'
“Pong” Biazon died on June 12, 2023. He was a'
good soldier, an even better public servant and an
uncompromising defender of democracy. I mourn
his passing and join the nation in celebrating a life
of sacrifice, courage and integrity.

Senator Biazon was already a senator when I
was elected to the upper chamber in 2001. I think
he was elected in 1998. We did not always agree on
every issue but I had the most profound respect for
him. This was probably because he also struggled
his way out of an impoverished life to make a name
for himself. What I remember most about Senator
Pong was the fact that he was always a gentleman.
When I watched him talk — whether on the floor
of the Senate or in personal conversations — he'
was always respectful, careful with his words, but
forceful when speaking about matters H_uuoﬁma

to him.

My family and I wish to condole with his family
and loved ones. It is perhaps fitting that he took his
last breath on a day that commemorates our na—
tion’s independence and honors those who fought
for our freedom. (mbv_secretariat@vistaland. com.ph
and/or http://www.mannyvillar.com.)
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Hlttlﬂg tWO blI'd il ﬁ'ﬁprg AF AGRICULTURE
with one stone ' |

esplte the decline in mternatlonal food prices,

the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Or-

ganization (FAO)-noted in its latest report that

this development has not translated into lower
prices at the domestic retail level (See, “FAO: Global food
import bill to hit new record this year,” in the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, ]une 19 2023)

In the new edition of 1ts Food Qutlook, FAO also observed a de-
clinein food importvolumes, suggestingweakerpurchasingcapacity.
The UN agency said inflation would continue to dampen demand for
many food items and make it more challenging, especially for poor
countries, to improve the access of their citizens to affordable food.

The continuous rise in food prices due to a number of factors, in-
cluding the cost of logistics, would present huge challenges to the
efforts of the government to fight malnutrition and child stunting.
In recent years, the Philippines has stepped up its purchases of food
items from other countries to meet the requ.lrements of a growing
population.

Aside from rice, the staple food of F111p1nos the country also im-
portsmeat products, especially pork, which has become more expen-
sive in recent years due to African swine fever. i

Ensuring the access of citizens to affordable and nutritious food
is essential to the success of any campaign to fight malnutrition and
prevent child stunting, Unfortunately, the so-called Bottom 30, or
the poorest Filipinos, have yet to get a reprieve from high food pric-
es. Based on the latest data from the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA), year-to-date headline inflation rate reached 7.5 percent while
coreinflation—which excludes selected foodand energy items—was
higher at 7.8 percent. :

‘In-May alone, food inflation was on a par with the year-to-date
inflation rate at 7.5 percent. While the figure was slower than the 8
percent recorded in April, certain food items remain expenswe, es-
pecially for those earning a minimum wage. f

While the prices of meat products declined on a month-on-month
basis, the price of rice and vegetables rose in May, based on PSA data., -

We agree with the Management Association of the Philippines |
(MAP), which called on the government to declare malnutrition and
child stunting as top national agenda (See, “Malnutrition, child
stuntingmustbe topmztlagenda "inthe BUSINESSMIRROR, June
20, 2023). The business group said the declaration will ensure that
concrete measures will be taken, sufficient funds will be earmarked,
andactionswillbe cascaded from the national to the communitylevel.

The government is implementing a program, dubbed Philippine
Multisectoral Nutrition Project, which is being bankrolled by a P10-
billion loan from the World Bank. This campaign, however, should
be complemented by the implementation of reforms that would im-
prove the productivity of farmlands, as well as measures to reduce
the cost of logistics.

Citing data from the World Bank, MAP said the Philippines ranks
fifth among countries in the East Asia and the Pacific region with
the highest prevalence of child stunting, and that rural areas have
more stunted children [30 percent] than in urban areas [26 percent].
Implementing major reforms in the agriculture and logistics sectors
is like hitting two birds with one stone—cheaper food and lower in-
cidence of malnutrition and child stunting. 3 of
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Russian wheat export prices stop

long decline, tralhng benchmatks'

' MOSCOW- Russian wheat export

prices have stopped their decline

of recent weeks, following the .

direction of overseas benchmarks,
analysts said.

The price of Russia’s new wheat
crop with 12.5 percent protein

content, delivered free on board

(FOB) from the Black Sea in July,

was assessed at $228 a ton com-

pated to $223 a ton the previous

week by the IKAR agriculture
consultancy.
“There are many ‘black swans’
_here: first of all, the forecast re-
duction for Europe, the drought
in the US corn belt, possible
problems in Argentina and Aus-
tralia and sub-optimal conditions
in Ukraine,” said TKAR head
Dmitry Rylko.

The Russia-focused agricultural

consultancy Sovecon estimated to-
tal Russian wheat exports in June
at 3.0 million tons, compared to

1.0 million tons in June 2022 and

1.4 million tons on average.

Russia exported 680,000 tons
of grain last week compared
to 800,000 tons a week earlier,
including 560,000 tons of wheat
compared to 770,000 tons a week
earlier, Sovecon wrote in its weekly
note, citing port data.

As of June 14, farmers sowed
30.2 million hectares of grains

A file photo shows a cbmbine harvest wheat in a field near the village of Suvo-
rovskaya in Stavropol Region, July 17, 2021. (Reuters phota)

compared to 28.8 million hectares
in 2022, including 13.7 m.l]llon
hectares of wheat.
“Temperatures are expected to
be around normal or colder in all
regions,” - Sovecon said, adding
that the precipitation situation in
the Urals and Siberia was becom-

ing more favorable.

“Abnormally wet weather in
the south is very untimely. The
gluten and protein content could
suffer, there is a growing number
of reports of fusarium contamina-
tion, particularly in Krasnodar.”-
Reuters
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