CLIPPINGS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023

SEC. PBBM QUOTED

BUSINESS MIRROR
Stop degradation of PHL soil - PBBM
NFA aims for rice distribution instead of cash assistance to indigent families

BUSINESS WORLD
PHL rice imports up 7.69% in 5 months to May

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
Soil under threat, crisis looms

MANILA BULLETIN
Gov’t readying El Nifio response —- PBBM

PILIPINO STAR NGAYON
Huwag harangin ang Pinot fishermen

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL
PBBM bares strategy vs hoarding, smuggling

ABANTE
Marcos dismayado sa kalidad ng mga lupang pangsakahan

REMATE
Pagsirit ng sibuyas isinisi sa hoarding

DA FAMILY

BUSINESS MIRROR
Odette-hit farmers to get aid from Japan, FAO

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
PH, Malaysia eye agriculture cooperation

THE MANILA TIMES

Photo: Ready to eat mushroom crackers

Japanese firm eyes Davao coffee beans

Leveling up the country’s agricultural value chain
Ilocos agri products shine in Aspire

MANILA BULLETIN
How our native trees and fruits will save us someday

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
Vegetable prices remain on uptrend

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
DA readies steps to ease unstable beggie prices



REMATE
Tone-toneladang frozen meat, prutas nasabat sa Tondo

ABANTE TONITE
Food stamp ikokonek sa mga Kadiwa store

ABANTE
Ilang toneladang frozen meat, prutas bumulaga sa 2 warehouse

PILIPINO STAR NGAYON
Multi-milyong halaga ng illegal na imported goods, nasabat
Kadiwa stores, target ilagay ng NHA sa mga resettlement areas

AGRI-RELATED STORY

BUSINESS MIRROR
Ayala-led joint venture opens cold storage facility in CDO

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

MHC handles fertilizer donation from China

THE MANILA TIMES
PH universities raise level of bioinformatics skills

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
Hog deaths rise in Antique

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Maharlika, Kadiwa, Masagana

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL
Aggie’s shrinking GDP share natural --Expert

FOREIGN STORY

BUSINESS MIRROR
China to be world’s top wheat buyer with Australia key supplier

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
Corn futures climb; soybeans, wheat gain



BusinessMirror

vt rnanemn e s e s e A SO ookl toderys DRIIION. s s e o e i

Date: 227 JUN 2033 page: _ 7Y

-‘% LIBRARY
| NFEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of




Busmeslerror

A brvadler look at texdays btosies -

ar 7 7 JUN 2023 s A\
}35&, LIBRARY
NEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

NFA aims for rice distribution instead
of cash assistance to lndlgent families

‘targeted to supply poor households

with physical rice rather than cash

aid to lessen the pressure on the price of

the staple, according to NFA Administrator

Roder;co Bioco. -

The NFA is mandated to procure palay

locally and maintdin the optimal level

~ of buffer stock at all times in grain silos
strategically located across the country.

~ Bioco recently said the government

-THE National Food Authority (NFA) has

now has more than P35 billion for rice -

procurement. -

“There has been an endeavor before to
make this physical, but NFA has not been able
to transition to that physical stock, and this.
is where we're going to change as part of our
transformation from that, when webuffer, we
actually buffer for the poor,” he said.

“What we hope to achieve is that

 quantitative easing in prices of rice...supply
the bottom 18 percent of our sodiety, take
that away from the market, then we can put
lesser pressure on prices, especially during
the lean season.”

He said Indonesia is implementing
a similar scheme with its government
producmg more than 200,000 metric tons
of rice monthly. -

However, Bioco raised the present

difficulty being encountered by Asian nations
in securing food stock to temper the rise in
prices during the lean season.

- Recently, President Ferdir
has ordered the Department of Agnculture

(DA) and the NFA to look into the feasibility

and efficiency of building rice and corn
station modules using a mother-daughter
orhub-and-spoke system to ensure a30-day

- buffer stock of rice and corn in the country.

“I'm happy tosee that NFA is returning to

~its original function in trying to even out the
‘price of rice, making it stable allthroughout
harvest and then the planting cycle,” the-

President said.
Marcos’ remark was in response to the
report that the NFA would transition to

providing physical rice stock from granting

cash assistance to poor households underthe
governrr_lent's welfare program as part of the
agency’s new rice stocking scheme.

For her part, Aileen Christel Ongkauko,
head of the Private Sector Advisory Council

Agriculture group, said the system has been
used by other countries such as China, the
United States and India. .

She said the project could be under a

: public-private partnership scheme as each
- mother station may cost P5.7 hillion each

ora total of P170 billion. Raadee S. Sausa
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Soil under threat cns1s looms

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. yesterday said the country’s soil

is under threat and continuing to -

neglect it could lead to a crisis in
the future,

The President made the pro-
nouncement at the 1st National
Soil Health Summit in Manila
where he called for more public-

private collaboration to improve - e
soil health in the country and -

ducfity,'and :oo;: sustain- -
able soil use and environmental .

production. :
“We are all aware that our na-

tion is blessed with rich and fertile

lands that fed and empowered our
people throughout our history.

While that has been the case, we I

will still find ourselves burdened

' by grave and urgent issues in pro-
viding quality and sufficient food
for our people — some of which
are caused by factors beyond our
control, others are within, in fact,
our control,” Marcos said.

He cited data from the Depart-
ment of Environmentand Natural
Resources (DENR) which showed
that 75 percent of the Philippine
cropland is vulnerable to erosion

- in various degtees, with 457 mil-
lion tons of agricultural soil and
47,000 forest covers lost every
year.

He said around 11 to 13 million
hectares of soil are also “consid-
ered degraded” and at least 2.2
million hectares “suffer from
insufficient levels of soil fertility.”

The President said among the
factors that affect the current soil
conditions are the improper use

" of fertilizers and pesticides that
pollute and acidify the soil result-
ing in its degradation, even as the
conversion of lands for settle-
ments reduces land for agticultural

See SOIL> Page A2

Volunwers help in Ilocos Norte s effort to build a green wall to protect the province against flash floods and soil ems!on On
Feb. 9, 2021. DENR data showed 75 percent of the Philippine. cmpland is vulnerable to erosion. (PNA Photo) '

production and forest covers.

“Needless to say, our soil is
under threat and to continue to
neglect this vital agricultural com-
ponent will lead to an even worse
crisis in the future,” Marcos said.

The President called for in-
creased collaboration among vari-
ous stakeholders to avert future
crises.

Marcos said the government
is currently pursuing a five-point
.priority agenda on soil and water
management under the National
-Soil Health Program and the
Implementation of Sustainable

Land Managcmcnt‘ which pro-‘

SOIL

motes proper soil use and manage-
ment, addressing land degradation,
enhancing crop productivity and
improving farmers’ income.

He said under the program, the

. government empowers the Bureau

of Soil and Water Management
by capacitating soil laboratories
across the country to yield better
data; conducu.ng a soil and land
resources mapping and evaluation
process that includes soil-based
and land-based level assessments;
and doing soil sample analyses and
digital map preparations under the
Philippine Soil Land Resources
Information program.

The program also increases
collaboration between the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, DENR and
the Department of Sciefice and
Technology to ensute the success-
ful implementation of the projects.

The President added his ad-
ministration is exploring Water
Security for Climate Resilient
Rainwater Technologies, and con-
ducting cloud 'seeding operations
for agriculture to improve water
conditions in production areas,
critical watersheds and reservoirs,
and to- eventually mitigate the ef-
fects of the El Nifio phenomenon
especially in agriculture.
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Gov't readying El Nifio response — PBBM

By BETHEENA KAE UNITE

President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. said the government is explor-
ing rainwater technologies that are
deemed helpful to mitigate El Nifio
in the country.

Marcos bared this during the
first National Soil Health Summit on
Wednesday, June 21, where he talked
about “grave and urgent” problems
hounding the country’s agriculture
sector.

“The administration is also ex-
ploring Water Security for Climate

‘Resilient Rainwater Technologies
and the conduct of Cloud Seeding.

Operations for Agriculture,” Marcos
said.

“All these to improve water con-
ditions in production areas, in criti-
cal watersheds, and in our reservoirs.
These are all part of the collective ef-
forts to mitigate the effects of the El
Nifio phenomenon,” he added.

The President said the government

has come up w1th a five-point prior-
ity agenda on soil and water manage-
ment, such as the national soil health
program and the implementation of
sustainable land management.

He said that this will ensure the
proper use and management of soil

resources, address land degradation,

enhance crop productivity, and im-
prove farmers’ income.

“The administration shall em-
power the Bureau of Soil and Water
Management to achieve these goals,

especially through capacitating soil
laboratories across the country to
yield better data, " the Chief Executive
said.

resources mapping and evaluation pro-
cess that includes soil-based and land -
based level assessments, soil sample

* analyses, and digital map prepara-

tions under the Philippine Soil Land
Resources Information program,” he
added.

Marcos emphasized that these

“We are conductmg a soil and land

efforts are aimed at forming a “cohe-
sive overall approach” that will address
the “systemic and perennial ills” mthe
agriculture sector.

He lamented that while the
Philippines is blessed with rich and
fertile lands that fed and empowered
Filipinos, “we will still find ourselves
burdened by grave and urgent issues in
providing quality and sufficient food for
our people — some of which are caused
by factors beyond our control, others
are within, in fact, our control.”
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Odette-hit farmers to
get aid from Japan, FAO

Date:

By Jovee MARIE N. DELA CrUZ
3@joveemarie

HE Department of Agrlculture

(DA), the Food and Agriculture

Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), and Japan have forged
cooperation to restore agri-fishery-
based livelihoods and promote climate
resiliency among farmers and fishers
affected by the onslaught of Typhoon

Odette (international name: Rai).

Titled “Project for Restoring Live-
lihoods and Enhancing Resilience of
Farmers and Fisherfolk Affected by
Typhoon,” the DA, in a statement late
Tuesday, said the project entails the
use of the ¥251-million donation from
the government of Japan for 4,000
small-scale coconut farmers, land-
less coconut farm workers, coconut
farmers’ organizations, fishers, and
fisherfolk organizations in 12 mu-
nicipalities.

“Back-to-back crises—conflicts,

typhoons, flooding, earthquakes—
makeitdifficult for many farmersand
fishers in the Philippines to rebound
as they struggle to replace what was
lostordamaged—beitseedsandtools,

- livestock, or fishing gear. Gettingvul-

nerable families back to producing
food and earningan incomeand help-
ing them withstand the next disaster
is at the heart of FAQ's work in the
Philippines,” FAO Representative in
the Philippines Lionel Dabaddie said.
Dubbed the second costliest
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view of the destruction caused by Typhoon

Odette in Barangay Punta Bilar, Surigao City. |

typhoon in the Philippines, the

calamity struck the country in
December 2021. As of .February

21, 2022, the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management

THIS Iuswssﬂlmaﬁlephdtoshowsan aer!al ?

-

(NDRRMC) reported 10,607,625

affected personsin 11 regions and
P51.8 billion worth of damages—
P17.7 billion of which belong to the
agri-fishery sector.

According to Project Team Leader
Gay Therese M. Bucol, the project
takesabottom-up planningapproach
and is made up of interventions that
are unique per province.
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“This guaranteesitsrelevanceand

responsiveness to the needs of the

“beneficiaries, as well asits alignment

and complementation to the plans,

‘priorities, and ongoing projects of the

local government,” said Bucol.
According to the DA, the munici-

palities of Carlos P. Garcia, Mahini,.

and Ubay in Bohol will receive assof‘t-
ed seeds and fertilizers for vegeta‘hie
production, island-born Bohol native
chicken strain and feeds for
and egg production, water purr
irrigation support, m11kﬁslﬁflnger—
lings andfish feeds, anddnftglllnets

RiZ
LU

It added that the pfovincial gov-

ernment of Southern Leyte will

implement a “one municipality, one
product” scheme among the munici-
palities of Bontoc, Tomas Oppus, Ma-
litbog, and Limasawa with priority for
sweet corn, peanuts, and vegetables

Farmers’ associations will be given

. vermlcompostmgfac111t1e5 andnative
chicken productmn support, while -

individual fishers and fisherfolk’s

' associations will receive milkfish and

tilapia fingerlings, fe eds, and other
fishing equipment.

' Meanwhile, the agency (said the
municipalities of Surigao City, San
Francisco, Gigaquit, Mainit, and Sta.
MonicainSurigao del N ortewillbe en-
couraged to péﬁtakg in climate-resil-
ient agriculture practices such as the

useofintegrated vegetable production

technology under protected culture
for banana and cassava production.

- Vermicomposting facilities and
.pouItry and egg production will also

beprovided toqualified farmers orga-
nizations. Fisherfolk in the province
will be entitled to seaweed propagules
and other planting materials, tilapia

fmggrl_,mgs and feeds, gnd other: fish-.

ing equipment.

. To complement the agriculture
and fishery inputs that will be dis-
tributed th}ough the project, the DA
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said Farmer’s Field Schools, Train-
ing of Trainers for' fi_rmer:leadgrs
and agricultural ‘extension work-
ers,and season-longand short-term
trainings on_sélgctedand specialized
topics will also be conductediat the
local level. :
“Natural disaster itself is a fragr

_ rec.ly, but people have the power to get -

better. I really hope that this project

 will contrlbute to the rev1ta11zat1on

of affected farmers and fishermen,”
said Embassy of Japan in the Philip-
pines First Secretary and Agriculture
Attache Tachikawa Junpei.

Forhlspart Agriculture Senior Un- -,
dersecretary Dommgo F. Panganiban
said the partnershlp with FAQ, the
Japanese government, and the local
_mumc1pal1t1es involved in the project
is necessary to restore agricultural
production in vulnerable areas, es-
pecially those that were affected by
the calamity.

“Tassureyou the full supportand
commitment of the 'd_epartment'—

from the Regional Field Offices to

its attached agencies, namely the
Philippine Coconut Authority and
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources—to effectively address
the needs of the beneficiaries and
enhance their resilience to climate
change impacts.”
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e READY
- Photo shows the

-~ mushroom crackers
| thatwas developed
by the Department |
. (Region 3) office
in collaboration

~ with the Bureau of

Agricultural Research,
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Japanese firm eyes
Davao coffee beans

A GROUP of Japanese business-
men is exploring the possibility
of importing Davao del Sur coffee
beans into their country.
‘Chemlyn Lycah Baylon, enter-
prise development and marketing
specialist of the Department of

Agriculture-Philippine Rural ngel %G
opment Project (DA- PRDP) Project

Support Office in Mindanao, said
Japanese businessmen eame to the
region on Monday to m‘s.gt coffee
farms of PRDP-assisted beneficiaries
in Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur.

‘The Japanese businessmen were

Masatsugu Fujimoto and Shigeru -

Chiba, the president and the ex-
ecutive manager, respectively, of
Aj-Sewing LCC based in Tokyo.

Thetwo visited the Tibolo Farm
Workers Association (Tifwa) in
Sta. Cruz and were impressed with
the distinct sweetness of Tifwa's
Arabica coffee, which they said

* should be classified as specnalty
coffee eligible fora premium price
due to its unique flavor profile,
according to Baylon.

“To meet the minimum annual
supply requirement of 100 metric
tons, Jeciry and Rey Antik, Tifwa
marketing manager and president,

r@pectlvely, will call for a meet-
ing with the Davao del Sur coffee
council on June 23 to secure the
volume of green coffee beans
required by the lapanese group.
Baylon said.

The challenge for Tifwa is to
meet the demand of supplying
100 metnc tons, and the need to

~ submit Samples to test if it will

pass. the quality standards of the
Japanese group. :

Baylon noted that Tifwa s set to
send initial samples of their green
coffee beans to Japan by Septem-
ber after the coffee harvest season.

“This will also allow time to per-

fect their coffee process with the

expected arrival and installation of
PRDP's P12.5-million coffee post-
harvest facility with solar dryer,

‘which is part of their interventions

for the “Green Coffee Beans Pro-

cessing and Marketing” enterprise

subproject,” she said.

In anticipation of the market-link
up, Fujimoto and Chiba asked for
the production schedules of PRDP's
other Arabica-producing groups
in Bukidnon, South Cotabato and
Maguindanao to explore similar

‘arrangements in the future.  TMT
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First of two parts

T is common knowledge that

the agricultural value chain in
the Philippines needs to be leveled
up given the high post-harvest
losses across a big number of
crops grown locally.

Such was affirmed in an Asian
Development Bank (ADB) re-
port released in June 2022 titled
“Analysis of Fruit and Vegetable
Value Chains in the Philippines.”
The partner for the ADB report
was the Southeast Asian Regional
Center for Graduate Study and
Research in Agriculture, an institu-
tion with in-depth knowledge on
various issues affecting Philippine
agriculture.

Although the report covered
tomato, onions and mango, it
can give us an overview of the
various value chain issues in the
agriculture sector.

For this column, I will go
straight to the recommended
course of action as these also give
an overview of the challenges the
country’s agricultural value chain
and the sector as a whole faces.

For the short-term recommen-
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Levellng up the country’s agrlcultural value chain

MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
D. DAR

dations, or for six to 12 months,
the ADB report recommended
the following, and let me quote

_most of them: address input sup-
ply issues; provide training of
producers in good agricultural
practices (GAP), better harvesting
technique and improved post-har-
vest and processing technologies/
practices; promote mechanization
and irrigation to reduce labor
costs and product handling; make
plastic crates available to produc-
ers; promote community-based
post-harvest and processing facili-
ties; and increase access to credit
and crop insurance.

- Good inputs

and practices

For addressing input supply is-
sues, the recommendation is to
get more involvement from the
private sector in the distribution

of certified disease-free seeds and
seedlings. Hence, the Department
of Agriculture (DA) and local
government units (LGUs) explore
private-public partnerships for
producing and distributing qual-

ity seeds to organized farmers and

clustered production areas.
[ also recommend that research

 institutions, especially those from
government, and state colleges

and universities, accelerate and .
contribute to the development of
quality seeds for Filipino farmers.

The ADB report also recom-
mended providing technical and
finanial assistance for the produc-
tion of organic solutions for con-
trolling pests and growing crops.

For training of producers in
GAP, post-harvest and processing,
the report recommended that
fannerg also be trained in use of
inputs, proper cultural manage-
ment practices, and improved
post-harvest and processing tech-
nologies/practices.

GAP can also help lower post-
harvest losses, with the ADB report
citing that GAP lowered such
losses of mangoes shipped from
Guimaras to Manila to only 11

percent. On the other hand, man-
goes shipped from Iloilo to Manila
recorded three times more post-
harvest losses to 33.89 percent.
For promoting mechanization
and irrigation, this is a no-brainer
and does not need rocket scientists
to comprehend. Mechanization
has been actively promoted from
the Duterte administration and
has been sustained during the
watch of President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. as Agriculture secretary.
Mechanization can reduce labor
costs, which makes up more than
half of the production costs of most
farms, according to the ADB report.
“Efforts could reduce these costs
by increasing access to mecha-
nization for land preparation,
irrigation for watering (SWIP, or
drip irrigation), and streamlined
harvesting and sorting procedures
to minimize rough handling of
harvested product which increases
the incidence of post-harvest
losses,” the report said. SWIP are
small water impounding systems.
Making plastic crates available
to producers was described by
the ADB report as “one of the
simplest and quickest ways to

reduce post-harvest losses,” and
I wholeheartedly agree. From
what I have observed, the use of
plastic bags and baskets made
from Indigenous materials makes
fruits and vegetables prone to high
post-harvest losses.

The ADB report particularly
cited post-harvest losses as high
as 24 percent particularly for to-
matoes shipped to Manila from
Northern Mindanao, 45 percent
forred onions shipped to Divisoria
from Bongabon, Nueva Ecija, and,
again, mangoes shipped from Il-
oilo to Manila logged post-harvest
losses of 33.89 percent.

Comrhunlty-level
engagement
and crop insurance

For promoting community-based
post-harvest and processing facili-
ties, the report said that this should
include drying facilities for onion,
hot water treatment for mango
and semi-processing machines
for tomato,

As for increasing access to credit
and crop insurance, it was recom-
mended ‘hat Agricultural Credit

OF AGRICUL. TR E

and Policy Council set the strate-
gies to enable and encourage more
farmers to avail of crop insurance
from the Philippine Crop Insur-
ance Corp. (PCIC). The ADB
report also recommended that
PCIC work with LGUs to forge
partnerships with cooperative
banks, rural banks and partner

cooperatives, Furthermore, PCIC

sustains its orientation of farmers
on crop insurance programs and
how they can benefit from it.

For the second part of this
column-series, I will discuss the
medium- to long-term recom-
mendations, or for one year and
beyond, of the ADB report. These
recommendations, and let me
quote some of them, are: strength-
ening extension services through
the Province-led Agriculture and
Fisheries Extension Systems, a pro-
gram that was kicked off during my
watch at the DA; and strengthening
market development services that
shouild be a multi-agency effort.

Also recommended is support-
ing investments for climate-smart
infrastructure development includ-
ing post-harvest, processing and
marketing facilities.
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E agnbusmess mdustry in Tlocos Region
has so much to offer, be it a warm cup of
hot choco made from Pangasinan cacao,

“pakbet” crisps of Ilocano young farmers and the
nine-year-old “bugnay” wines from Ilocos Norte.

With these, the Department

- of Agriculture (DA) held the

annual Agribusiness Support
for Promotion and Investment
in Regional Exposition (Aspire)
in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry,
and the Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Inc.
(PCCI) for the region.

Aspire has four driving com-
ponents -- production support;
enterprise development and
industry support; investment
promotion and market promo-
tion and development.

The DA said the event also
served as an avenue for agricul-
ture-based businesses and orga-
nizations to showcase their prod-
ucts and expand their network.

The Agriculture department

said the overall objective of the

project is to support farmers to

become successful agripreneurs..

PCCI Agri-Committee co-
chairman Salvador Salacup said
the Ilocos Region also has hand-
icrafts, and the popular bagnet
(deep fried pork), chichacorn
(corn crisps) and longganisa

(sausage) in different varia-
tions, among others.

“In Aspire, we aim to connect
the farmers and fisherfolk to the
market in hopes to transform
the sector with more competi-
tive agripreneurs,” he added.

The DA Ilocos Region office,
headed by Executive Director
Annie Bares, said that for its
fifth year, Aspire kicked off on
June 16, 2023 at Robinsons
Place, Calasiao in Pangasinan.

The eventended on June 18, 2023
with 25 exhibitors participating.

Bares said many interested

individuals visited the Aspire
event and were connected with
farmers and fisherfolk who also
produced fresh and processed
farm products.
_ Bares said the other local
products that were showcased
during the event include con-
diments such as sukang Iloko
(Tlocos vinegar) and soy sauce
alongside booths with displays
of chichacorn, banana chips,
cassava chips, baked goodies,
handmade crafts, and organic
fruits and vegetables.
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How our native trees and fruits
will save us someday

ABACA KADABRA Abaca fiber is uﬁen used to hand-
loom various Indigenous textiles in the country

at are the most familiar Pi-

noy fruits? Mangoes, bananas,

pineapples, and papayas prob=-

ably come to mind—but did

you know that Philippine forests harbor

hundreds of lesser-known fruits, nuts,
and herbs?

Alupag or the Philippine lychee tastes
like the lychees originally imported from
China. Saba or native bananas are loved
by millions of Pinoys. Kamansi is our lo-
cal version of langka. Sticky Tibig fruits
are produced by our native fig trees. In
our mountains sprout sour berries like
Alingaro, Bignay, and Sapinit. And though
most of the world’s mango trees origi-
nally hailed from India, we have our own
indigenous mangoes like Pahutan and the
fragrant Kuini.

The Philippines has strong agrobiodi-
versity resources.

The pandemic and post-pandemic
periods, coupled with intensifying cli-
mate change effects, have highlighted the
importance of agricultural giversity and
biodiversity-friendly agriculture, plus the
global rethinking of our agriculture and

ood systems.

These new concepts now form the
foundation for economically viable, resil-
ient, and sustainable agriculture,

Native trees and plants
in UP Diliman

Inside the sprawling UP Diliman Cam~
pus in Quezon City lies the UP Institute of
Biology and Energy Development Corpora-
tion’s (UPIB-EDC) Threatened Species Ar-
boretum. An arboretum is a botanical gar-
den that specializes in trees. Inaugurated
in 2014, the one-hectare park features over
70 native tree species and serves two vita
functions—as a gene bank for endangeréd
trees in case wild populations drop below
sustainable levels and to educate students
and the greater public about the countryls
native flora. -

“We have so many indigenous tzee
species that very few Pinoys know abou i
explains EDC BINHI forester Ronifio Gibe.
“One of our goals is to popularize the con-
servation of our native plants, especially
our threatened Philippine native trees.”

In general, native plants naturagg
occur throughout a country, whereas in-
digenous plants thrive only in particulat
locales. Endemic plants can only be foumc
in one country, whereas naturalized pla
are exotic imports, which have settled into
new countries over several centuries.

The Philippines hosts at least 10,107
plant species, as of a 2013 study by Barce-
lona et al. Over 57 percent of the country’s
plants are endemic, as per a 1996 study
by Oliver and Heaney. The great major-
ity of plants currently cultivated in Pinoy
orchards, farms, and gardens, however,
are exotic or naturalized plants originally
imported from other countries.

Pineapples, for instance, came from
South America, papayas from Mexico,
lanzones from Malaysia. The ubiquitous
trees found in many abandoned lots, like
sampaloc and aratilis, came from Africa
and Central America, respectively. Despite
being called the Philippine lemon, even the
iconic calamansi probably originated from
the Himalayas.

Pineapples, for instance, came from
South America, papayas from Mexico,
lanzones from Malaysia. The ubiquitous
trees found in many abandoned lots, like
sampaloc and aratilis, came from Africa
and Central America, respectively. Despite
being called the Philigpine lemon, even the
iconic calamansi probably originated from
the Himalayas.

Some native Philippine plants, how-
ever, successfully broke through as main-
stream products. “The pili nut is a great
example of an indigenous tree, ‘which
became popular, with a following both in
the Bicol Region and abroad,” explains
botanist David Ples.

Abaca, which is made from the fibrous
stalks of a native Philippine banana, is

' another indigenous cash crop. “The keyis

to recognize these plants’ value and create
useful, viable products,” adds David. As
pili trees and abaca plants have become
economically valuable, their survival over
the next generations is assured. !
The same cannot be said for

other Philippine tree species. B—7>
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Philippine Agrobiodiversity
resources

As per the United Nations Devel-
opment Program (UNDP), biodiver-
sity provides primary medicine for
four billion people while agrobio-
diversity improves the lives of one
billion undernourished people.

“Our indigenous fruits, herbs,
nuts, and other groducts can pro-
vide vital nourishment for Pinoys,
who might not have ready access
to mainstream food. Indigenous
plants also have important vitamins
and minerals that are sometimes
deficient in the typical Pinoy diet,”
explains Department of Science and
Technology Food and Nutrition Re-
search Institute (DOST-ENRI) senior
seience researcher Charina Javier.
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to all types of biodiversity-friendly
agricultural practices, the formulation
and adoption of enhanced Compre-
hensive Land Use Plans (CLUP) using
the revised Housing Land Use Regu-
latorﬁ Board (HLURB) framework,
which incorporates ecologically-
sound agricultural land use plans and
increasing the number of recognized
nationally-important agricultural
heritage systems (NIAHS). :
In some protected areas, the
encroachment of agricultural lands
has become so evident that the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) and

' the Department of Environment and

Natural Resources (DENR) signed
Joint Administrative Order (JAO)
2021-01or Mainstreaming Biodiver-
sity~friendly Agricultural Practices

Project manager Anabelle Plantilla.
‘Native and even naturalized plants
can be used for a host of purposes.

Alupidan and pandan leaves can be

used to garnish dishes, batuan fruits
for flavoring, and rattan vines to
make furniture.”

According to the Forest Founda-
tion Philippines, the promotion of na-
tive trees is beneficial for threatened
native flora and fauna species as they
help recover and expand forest habi-
tats, protect watershed and freshwa-
ter resources, secure the livelihood of
local people, and link protected areas
with natural forests.

Food forests, where various com-
binations of cash-crops are planted in
a natural setting, instead of the end-
less monocrop rows, which dominate
large-scale agriculture, are slowly
taking root.

At the Subic Bay Jungle Environ-
ment Survival Training (JEST) Camp,
where participants learn to survive
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A TASTY TREAT Alupag, or the Phil Iprlne Iychee,
is similar in taste to the lychees originally
imported from China :

Local knowledge is already boosting
forest productivity. :

“'I'llu)e United Nations Develop-
ment Programme promotes ethical,
natural ways not just to produce food
and other vital resources, but to find
alternative livelihood opportunities
for communities living in or near
forestlands, and that are supportive
of the UN Sustainable Development

The Philippines hosts at least 10,107 plant species. Over 57 percent of our plants are endemic.

“But many of our indigenous flora
are neglected and underused, so their
potential to provide us with nutrients
is not fully utilized.”

The Philippine government has
been working on the promotion of
agrobiodiversity since 2015 and con-
tinues to achieve its agrobiodiversity
targets under the Philippine Biodiver-
sity Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP).
Its targets include maintainin§ and
conserving the genetic diversity of

_cultivated dplants and farmed and do-
mesticate
increasing agricultural areas devoted

animals and wild relatives, '

(BDFAP) in and around protected
areas and promoting the same in
wider agricultural landscapes.

The United Nations Development
Program’s Biodiversity Finance
Initiative (DENR-UNDP BIOFIN) is
currently assisting the two national
agencies to enable the implementa-

. tion of the JAO through by developing

an agrobiodiversity framework for
the country.

“We should do all we can to
strengthen local agrobiodiversityg
such as promoting our native fruits,’

says DENR-UNDP BIOFIN national

in a tropical rainforest, campers are
taught how to make “jungle coffee”
from Kupang seeds, how to use Gugo
vines as “jungle soap,” how to fash-
ion survival implements from bam-

boo, and which leaves one can chew

on to help stave off hunger.

In the uplands of Sibalom in
Panay, locals seasonally harvest the
leaves and stems of bakan, balud,
banban, and nito to make tourist
souvenirs while locally grown tobacco
leaves are ground and inserted into
dried duhat leaves to make native
cigarettes called Lomboy or Likit.

Goals,” adds UNDP resident rep-
resentative to the Philippines Dr.
Selva Ramachandran.

Established in 2012 and with a
network comprising 41 countries
in Africa, Europe, South and Cen-
tral America, plus the Asia Pacific
Region, DENR-UNDP-BIOFIN helps
raise funds for smart agriculture to
boost the productivity of ecosystems,
while repurimsing potentially harmful
agricultural subsidies into effective
conservation measures.

“Our forests serve many key func-
tions. They provide habitats for wild-

LIBRARY
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KUINI SO TASTY Kuini fruit are known to have a
sour or sweet taste when eaten

life, generate the oxygen we breathe,
even offering us places to spiritually
recharge,” concludes Anabelle. “We
can make them worth more than logs
or farmland by seeing them as our
First-Nations people have for genera-
tions—as a pharmacy, a grocery, and
an extension of our home.” !
Visitors interested in learning more
about native Philippine trees, fruits,
nuts, and herbs can schedule a visit to
the UPIB-EDC Arboretum in UP Dili-
man, where donations for upkeep and
maintenance are appreciated.
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Vegetable pri

By BELLA CARIASO

. Prices of vegetables'are still
on an upward trend despite
earlier assurance from the De-

partment of Agriculture (DA) -

that prices would normalize
this week.
- In a recent radio interview,

Nueva Vizcaya Agricultur-

al Terminal (NVAT) general
manager Gilbert Cumila said
the wholesale price of farm
- products, particularly. toma-
toes, at NVAT has increased, as
few farmers planted in March
_ due to the oversupply.
- Cumila added that farmers
were also forced to stop spend-
ing for fertilizer due to high
costs, resulting in a decline in
harvest. b
Many traders in various
‘provinces in Luzon also go
to NVAT to source their veg-

etables, contributing to the

increase in wholesale prices,
according to the food terminal
official. ;

“The farmers did not spend
for farm inputs, that's the rea-
son why the wholesale price
of tomatoes went up,” he said.
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He added that the whole-

sale price of squash at the hi ; ]
‘kilo a week prior orlast June9. -

trading post at

AT has also
increased. - ]

He said that the whoieséle-

rice of lettuce at the NVAT

as also increased to between
P200 and P250. per kilo.

The retail price of lettuce in

Metro Manila has doubled to

P400 to P450 per kilo. I
Based on DA’s monitor-
ing, retail prices of tomatoes
ranged between P45 and P75
per kilo, and for squash, be-
tween P25 and P60 per kilo.
Evangelista earlier said

‘retail prices of vegetables are

expected to stabilize this week
after a P20-per-kilo increase
last week amid rains experi-
enced in many areas in the
country. . .. i :

- She added that the upward
trend in the prices of farm prod-
ucts happened as many vegeta-
ble farms were affected by rains
as Typhoon Chedeng enhanced
the southwest monsoon.

- Based on the DA’s monitor-
ing, the highest retail price of
g%bag_e in Metro Manila mar-
kets last Friday reached P120

est retail price of P100 per

The retail price of carrots
had also increased by P20
per kilo as of Friday after it
reached as hi
kilo compared with P100 per
kilo seven days ago.

The retail price of chayote
also increased by P7 per kilo

~last Friday compared with the

P80 per kilo a week ago.

The National Housing Au-
thority (NHA) is planning to
open Kadiwa stores in govern-
ment resettlement sites.

In a statement, NHA as-
sistant general manager Alvin
Feliciano, who met with DA
Assistant Secretary Kristine
Evangelista yesterday to dis-
cuss the matter, said the plan is
part of NHA general manager
Joeben Tai’s vision to provide
affordable food as well as
livelihood to beneficiaries of
the government’s housing
program. . J

The NHA is also planning

todistribute seedlings to those

Eleri kilo compared with the

as P120 per

ces remain on uptrend

‘who are interested to pursue

~urban gard‘enin% according
to the agency’s official.
~'He added that the NHA

- aims to pilot-test the Kadiwa

store at one resettlement site
by next month before its rep-
lication in other resettlement
areas nationwide.

~ Rice price hike
- Arice watchdog group yes-

- terday reported that there was

a P50 increase in the 50-kilo
per sack grice of the staple,
causing a P1-per-kilo‘increase
in the retail prices in Metro
Manila markets. = :
In an interview with The
STAR, watchdog group Ban-
tay Iillg“as spokesperson Cathy
Estavillo said the rice stocks
are in the hands of the millers
and traders as the palay har-
vestalready ended amid these
leanmonths, = |

- “Based on our monitoring,
a retailer from Nepa Q-Mart
(in Quezon City) said there
was an increase. The increase
ranged between P30 and P50
per 50-kilo-sack,” she said.

~— With Elizabeth Marcelo
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oA HEAI]IES STEPS TOEASE
UNSTABLE VEGGIE PRICES

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Amid unstable prices of cer-
tain commodities, such as
tomato and eggplant, the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
said it would not hesitate to
bring in produce from “oth-
er sources” to help ease food
prices.

In an interview on
Wednesday, Agriculture As-
sistant  Secretary Kristine
Evangelista said the agency
observed that prices of these
vegetables have increased,
mainly due to unfavorable
weather conditions, but also
to some other reasons.

Wholesale prices

“Based on our historical
data, prices of tomato have
declined in the trading post,
but it increased at the retail
level,” said Evangelista, re-
ferring to the hubs across the
country where produce are
bought and sold at wholesale
prices.

According to the DA of-
ficial, the usual rainy season
in May and June will defi-
nitely affect the wholesale
price.at the trading post.::

“In the case of eggplants,
we have seen an upward
price movement of as much
as P20 at the retail level”
she added.

Eggplant retails from P6o
to Pioo per kilogram as of
Wednesday, higher than P85
per kg in the same period last
year, based on the DA’s price
monitoring.

On the other hand, toma-
toes are sold from P45 to P75
per kg from Pso per kg pre-
viously.

Evangelista said the DA
is exploring various ways,
such as food mobilization,
looking for other sources of
commodities and beefing
up the presence of Kadiwa
stores nationwide to ease
the upward pressure on food
prices.

Produce from elsewhere
“What we're trying to do
now is to bring in other com-
modities from other areas to
ease the supply and the de-
mand requirements of [the

National Capital Region],”
Evangelista said.
Acting on President

Marcos’ instructions, Evan-
gelista said the DA is also
in discussions with lo-
cal government units and
some government agencies
to open additional Kadiwa
outlets, hoping to sell food
items to the consumers at
affordable prices.

Further, the agency is
in discussions with the De-
partment of Social Welfare
and.-Development (DSWD)
to help in the rollout of the
food stamp program.

“We are still in the ex-
ploratory stage and hope-
fully we will finalize our
game plan for the partner-
ship with the DSWD. But
most likely, the Kadiwa on
Wheels will be a big part of
their program,” she added.
INQ
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: MHC handles fertlhzer donation from China-

Unloading of more than 460,_000 bags of urea fertilizers from the bulk carrier Loch Mé’lfort. bk

MANILA Harbor Center (MHC), the largest
international bulk and breakbulk handling op-
eration at the Port of Manila and subsidiary of
International Container Terminal Setvices, Inc.
- (ICTSD), facilitated the safe and efficient han-

of 20,000 metric tons of urea fertilizers
from China last 7 June 2023.

- The fertilizers were donated by the Chinese -

government as part of the Agreement on
Economic and Technical Cooperation with
the Philippines, and will distributed to local
farmers across the regions of Ilocos, Cagayan
Valley, Central Luzon, CALABARZON and
Bicol in Luzon.

“Despite the intermittent inclement weather,
the MHC team was able to achieve high

chschargmg productmty under safe working
conditions,” said Kevm Randall, MHC terminal

. director.

From the Port of Manila, the ship-
ment was taken to Valenzueld city for the

official turnover ceremony with Philip-

pine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and
Chinese Ambassador to tlic Ph1hppmes
Huang Xilian.

Other guests who graced the official

turnover ceremony for the donated fertiliz-

ers were Phillip Marsham, MHC global

director; Geraldine Santos, MHC commer-
cial head and; Iran Isabelle Servillon, MHC
corporate affairs & managemcnt services
manager. < 2l
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DELEGATFS from the Cagayan State
University, the Nueva Vizcaya State -
University, University of the Philippines
Los Barios (UPLB) and the Visayas State
_linlversltywere sent to Thailand for a
training program on practical bioinfor-
matics skills for plant and animal whole
genome sequencing data.

~ Southeast Asian Regional Center for
Graduate Study and Research in Agri-
culture (Searca) Director Glenn Gregorio
said the participation of the delegates in
the training was made possible through
the support of the center’s Leveling-Up
Philippine Higher Education Institutions
in Agriculture, Fisheries and Natural

— 77 JUN 2023
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Resources (LevelUPHEI AFAR) grant.
In addition to the four project-spon-

 sored delegats. two additional UPLB

mpresentaﬁves were present, courtesy

of the Searca Faculty Mobility Grants. In-

total, 18 participants from the Philip-
pines, Indonesia and Thailand attended

_the international training.

The training was organized by the
Center for Agricultural Biotechnology
(CAB) at Kasetsart University (CAB-KU) in
Thailand last month at KU's Kamphaeng
Saen campus. It was outlined by CAB-KU,
encompassing the entire bioinformatics

 workflow from data acquisition to its
application in plant and animal b‘reedlng,

y LIBRARY
i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

umversmes raise level of bioinformatics skills

as well as conservation rsearr.h
Gregodosaidtheh‘airﬁngoﬁereda ‘

comprehensive curriculum that combined

fectures with hands-on activities and was

 designed as a beginner’s course that catered
specifically to biologists with limited experi-

enceinushgmmmand-lines«ﬂmmbqt

with an interest in genomic analysis.
He said the LevelUPHEI AFAR project

- isfunded by the Philippine Commission

on Higher Education under its Interna-
tional Continuing meesswnal Educatton
grant program. {
Searca also announced that the
center, the University Consortium and

KU plan to cnnduct three more training

programs in 2023. cANVn
Gregorio said these programs include
the UC Summer School, which will focus
on the sustainability of agricultural
systems in challenging environments,
as well as specialized courses on aquatic
animal nutrition and feed manufacturing.
He also noted that another iteration
of the training on practical blomformat-
ics skills will be offered. "
Gregorio said these activities wll!
be open to universities affiliated with
the State Universities and Colleges-
Association of Colleges of Agriculture in
the Philippines or SUC-ACAP.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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- Maharlika, Kadzwa Masagana

n at least three flagship government pro-

grams, the Marcos administration has used

labels that obviously evoke connections

with the 20-year reign of his father, Ferdi-
nand Marcos Sr. These are the Masagana rice
program; Kadiwa stores, and the Maharhka
‘Investment Fund (MIF).

The Masagana and Kadiwa programs were
originally conceptualized by Marcos Sr. to help
farmers and consumers, respectively. On the
other hand, “maharlika” was a favorite brand
word of the old man. Maharlika was the sup-
posed anti-Japanese guerilla unit led by Mar-
cos Sr. during World War II, a claim debunked

by historians. Marcos Sr. also renamed to Ma- |

harlika the Pan-Philippine Highway which is
our country’s transportation link from Luzon
to Mindanao. Maharlika is likewise the name
that Marcos Sr. attempted to adopt in replace-
ment of “Philippines” as our country’s name.
What's the intention behind the adop-

tion of this series of labels that stir connec- -

tions with the first Marcos presidency? Is it
because President Marcos fervently believes
that his father’s programs were excellent
ones that need to be reinstated as solutions

to our current problems? In other words, is .

this part of efforts to fulfill the promise of
bringing back the “glory days” of the first
Marcos administration?

Are these old programs being relaunched
in modernized forms, stripped of the fea-
tures that have been fodder for unending
criticisms against’ the first Marcos presi-
dency? Are there other programs to be re-
launched which are resurrections of the old
administration? If there are such other recy-
cled programs in the pipeline, are these in-

dications of a soft scheme of revisionism, in

order to recast the Marcos Sr. administration
in a modern and polished light?

HEAMABKHUFWEAS

JOEL RUIZ BUTUYAN

The three-fold criticisms against a num-

- ber of social and economic programs of the

first Marcos presidency are the following: (1)
they were palliative but ineffective solutions
that wasted public funds, (2) their implemen-

. tation were mismanaged resulting in wors-

ened lives for the people, and/or (3) they were

- laden with corruption.

Those who praise the Kadiwa stores
of the first Marcos presidency point to the
food products sold at low prices by the
mobile stores. Those who criticize point to
the heavy burden on public funds caused
by substantial government subsidy, as well
as the token presence of the mobile stores
compared to the sizeable number of con-
sumers nationwide.

If there’s any bright side that we hear on

the revival of the Kadiwa stores, it's this. talk
on supporting farmers’ cooperatives and on
creating direct links between food produc-
ers and end-consumers. But will all these
verbiage translate into genuinely laudable
implementation efforts? Or will this revived

program end up again as palhauve but inef-

fective effort?

Those who praise the Masagana rice
program of the first- Marcos presidency
point to the farm machinery and farm in-
puts support given to farmers. Those who
criticize the program point to the heavy
loans that bankrupted both farmers and
rural banks nationwide. Apart from declar-
ing that the government will promote the

use of high yielding rice varieties by farm-

ers, the current Marcos administration has

yet to spell out the full details of this re-

vived program. If the current administra-

tion does not address the giant syndicates

that manipulate palay prices, and the loan

sharks that enslave farmers, no amount of
tweaking will ever make a Masagana rice
program succeed.

Those who support MIF point to our

government’s need to raise money to
fund public projects. Those who criticize
point to the fund’s uselessness because
our economy allegedly does not produce
the kind of surplus capital appropriate fof
investments. For all intents and purpos-'

es, this supposed investment fund is no’

different from government loans, in the

sense that both are intended to finance

public projects. No matter how well-inten-

tioned, however, any investment fund will
suffer the same scourge as those borne by
the behest loans of the old Marcos pres-

idency, if the new Marcos administration’

fails to address corruption and misman-'

agement loopholes. o

Is the new Marcos administration falling .

for the pitfalls of the old Marcos administra-
tion? Or will the old Marcos presidency ben-
efit from absolution because of the reign of
the new Marcos presidency?

g

Comments to fleamarketofideas@gmail.cont

Page nf



EOPLEG

OURNAL

Everybody's Newspaper

i LIBRARY
i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



@ ® 7 7 JUN 2023 y
BusinessMirror .. . oerorsontucrin

b
s

China to be world 5 top wheat buyer with Australia key suppller

DD wheat to the extensive
list of commodities mar-
kets dominated by Chmese

buyers

Alreadytheworld's topimporter of
corn and'soybeans, the nation is now
pdised to overtake Egypt and Turkey
as the biggest buyer of wheat in the
year through June, Chinese and offi-
cial datafromthe United States show.
Purchases exceeded 12 million tonsin
the first 11 months of the marketing
year, which runs through June. More
than half of those cargoes were sup-
plied by Australia.

Imports of the food staple acceler-
atedabove1million tonsamonth from
October, before peaking ata record of
1.68 million tons in April. The USDe-
partment of Agricultureis forecasting
another 12 million tons of Chinese
imports in 2023-2024 after damage

to the latest harvest left a lot of the
crop suitable only for animal feed.

Heavy rains in Henan, China’s
biggest growing region, have af-
fected quality and pushed up prices

_of the higher-protein grain used to
makebreadand noodles. That should
benefit wheat farmers and shippers
around the world, while potentially
hurting demand for other feed in-
gredients like corn and soybeans as
more wheat gets swapped into live-

stock rations.

“Imports have been quite profit-
ableandlotsof cargoes werehooked,”
said Zhang Zhidong, senior analyst
with Guolian Futures Co. “Domestic
grains are expensive and stockpiles

November 9, 2021, cARLA ﬁonﬁsnsmmomssna

are falling, S0 there'is the demand.”
Purchases should stay elevated if
prices remain favorable and buyers
need to replenish their reserves, said
Rosa Wang, an analyst with consul-
tancy Shanghai JC Intelligence Co.
Meanwhile, some key gauges of

 China’s copper market are hinting

that demand for the metal is faring

welldespiteasteady flow of downbeat.

economic news.

Solar stocks are plunging even as
demand for panels boom. The com-
bined market capitalization of the
four largest producers, all based in

China, has dropped by more than 40

percent since August.

China is likely to cut the reserve-
requirement ratio for banks and in-
terest rates further this year as part
of efforts to shore up the world’s
second-largest economy, according

\
2"

WHEAT grows in a field in Balliang, Victoria, Australia,

to the country's top three securities
newspapers, citing analysts.

Groupe Lactalis expansion

THE world’s largest dairy maker,
France’s Groupe Lactalis, is expand-
ingin Chicagoaftera$3.2-billion deal
to acquire cheese brands from Kraft
Heinz Co.

The family-owned company plans
to hire almost 100 people at its of-
ficesin the Windy City over the next
year, according to Peter Cotter, chief
executive officer of Lactalis Heri-
tage Dairy—the business that runs
the natural cheese brands bought
from Kraft.

The expansion comes as Lactalls
prepares to separate its supply chain
and finance systems as part of the
integration of Kraft brandsincluding

Cracker Barreland Knudsen. Thelittle

known, secretive French dalry giant
has in recent years been growing its
business in the US, which is now its
second-largest market. :
“The USisobviouslyamuchbiggér
countryfromaland-based standpoint
than France is,” Cotter said during
an interview at the firm's office in

Chicago's West Loop neighborhood.'

“The absolute growth opportunity

that exists [ think makes it the per-

fect growth market.”

Lactalisagreedtobuy Kraft snatu-
ral cheese business in 2020 and has
since then completed the first phase
of separatiOn; which included sales,
marketing, human rlesources, the
commercial area and ménu'facturing,
Cottersaid. Atransitionagreementfor
the supply chain and finance systems
will end in March, he said.

Lactalis, founded in 1933 and
known for its President cheese, is now
hiring to build out those areas and

expects to have about 220 employees

in its Chicago offices by the end of
the year, bringing the division's total
workforce to 850. Lactalis Heritage
Dairy represents 39 percent of the
group’s total US business.

Lactalis says hiring is still chal-
lenging in engineering, manufactur-
ingand other technical areas, but the
company is confident it can continue
bring in employees from firms that
have decided to leave the city. Cotter
also touted the company'slocationsin
atrendy neighborhood close to multi-
ple commuterraillines as enticements
to lure talent. Bloomberg News
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