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Marcmi to declare astar.e of national calamity due to its impac _t;m-;

the swine industry. Under Senate Resolution No. 565,Tol¢; no
saiddatashowedthatﬂ:ehrushasspreadto460townsacrpsss4
~of 82 provj.nces mthe country \I-Ibsmd the ASF, ﬁrstdetectedm
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House bill seeks to create
Agricultural Pension Fund

BY Jovee MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

BILL seekiﬁ to establish a fund
that would prov1de lifetime pen-
sion for the country’s 9.7 million

small farmers and fisherfolk, most of
whom live in poverty, was filed on Tues-

day at the House of Representatives,
—

Bicol Saro Partylist Rep. Brian:
Raymund Yamsuan and Camarines
Sur second District Rep. LRay Vllla- :
fuerte filed House Bill (HB) 7963 to
establish the Agricultural Pension’
Fund (AFP) to be managed by the

Philippine Crop Insurance Coipora—
_tion (PCIC). ' .

The measure stands to benefit
at least 708,000 workers in the Bi-
col Region whd are employed in the
agriculture sector, said Yamsuan,
citing the latest available data from
the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA).

“Our farmers and fisherfolk are
among the poorest of the poor in
our society. Despite their hard work
and sacrifices to ensure that we have
food onourtable, theyretirewithout
expecting any lifeline aid from the
government. Providing them with
pension benefits when they reach

old age is a long-overdue measure
that Congressman LRay and I hope
will be approved in this Congress,”
Yamsuan said.

In their explanatory note to HB
7963, Yamsuan and Vlllafuerte
pointed out that the measure “rec-

ognizes that universal access to -

comprehensive and adequate social
protection systems is an important
tool to prevent and reduce poverty

_ and inequality.”

Under the bill, the PCIC is tasked -

to create a pension pian_ for retirees.
intheagriculturesector,and manage

‘and invest the Agricultural Pension

Fund to ensure its sustainability.
The PCIC, which is an attached
agency of the Department of Agri-
culture (DA), is also authorized un-
der the measure to determine the
criteriaforeligibility of the potential
agricultural pensioners, in coordina-

tionwithotherrelevant government
agencies.

PSAdataasof2019 showa steady
decline in the number of workers in
theagriculture sector overafive-year
period. From 11.294 million work-
ers in 2015, the number of workers

- employed in the agriculture sector
fellto11.064 millionin 2016;10.261
million in 2017; 9.998 million in
2018; and 9.698 million in the pre-
pandemic year of 2019.

The Bicol Region accountsforthe
most number of agricultural work-
ers, with 871,000 in 2015, which
dropped to 841,000 in 2016 and
698,000 in 2017.

In 2018, thenumberofagricultur-
alworkersin the region rose slightly
to 741,000.

In 2019, however, only 708 000
workers were reported by the PSA
ashavingbeen employed in the Bicol
Region’s agriculture sector.

A paper published by the Philip-
pineInstitutefor Development Stud-
ies (PIDS) in 2021 attributed the de-
clinetopopulationgrowth, aswellas
diminishing farm size and reduced
incomes in agriculture.

- Yamsuan said providing lifetime
pensions for farmers and fisherfolk
should be included in the roster of
measures that the government aims
to implement to encourage more
workers to stay in, or shift to, the
agriculture sector.
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Negros Occ swmemdustry
losses reach P157.6 M

i BACOLOD CITY - Losses to
the swine industry due to deaths
- caused by hog cholera and other
diseases in Negros Occidental
increased to P157.65 million as of
Thursday

Gov. Eugemo ]ose Lacson saxd

the number of barangays where

. hogs had been ,mfected with chol-
era, Afmcan .swine fever (ASF)
and other diseases has increased
to 142.

Hog mortahhes rose to 14, 404 or

9. 79 percent of the opulation
mNegros Ocmaentalptig ;
 veterinary office reported.

Negros ccidental had been selling

5,776 heads of pigs to Luzon and.

the Visayas.
. The Bureau of Animal Industry
had earlier confirmed that ASF cases

were detecbed in Bacolod, Sﬂay and

prowncxal 18

Victonasuhes aswell as mthe towns
of Pulupandan and Hinigaran. -
- Lacson said daily hog mortalities

- in the province, which rose to 400
From ] une 1to 16 hog: farmers in

before ASF was detected, dropped
to 140 in the past several days.
 The Department of Agriculture-

a WespemVisayas office admitted it has

no funds to provide assistance to hog
raisers affected by ASE.
= lebert Bayoran
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NIA, BPEC to test viability
of micro-hydro power plants

State-run National Irriga-
tion Administration (NIA)
has partnered with BPE Corp.
(BPEC) to explore the pbssn, .
bility of developmg a micro-
hydroelectric power plant

~at the Angat-Maasim River

Irrigation System (AMRIS) in
Bulacan.

NIA acting administrator.
Eddie Guillen and BPEC presi-

dent Jesus Francisco Gabriel pro
‘be damaged

Delgado have signed a mem-
orandum of understandmg

(MOU) on the conduct of major -

- studies for the development of -

a micro-hydroelectric power

plant atthe AMRIS South Main

Canal. 3
“from the rent of the facility, and

Based in Pasig, BPEC is a re-
newable energy firm backed by
BlueCap Hydro (BCH) Group
of Hague, Netherlands.

The project is part of NIA’s
innovation and moderniza-
tion thrusts, particularly in the
utilization of irrigation project
for renewable energy develop-
ment.

Guillen said the agency re-
ceived a proposal to install
turbines along with the repairs

of the AMRIS SouthMéinCanal ;

gates.

shoulder the cost to conduct

studies on the financial, socio-

" economic, and technical viabili-
ties of the project.
“There is no cost to the NIA

for this project. They will first -

look at what specific technol-

‘ogy will work. What will hap-
pen is that they will rent our
facility to install the turbines at -
the gates,” Guillen said.

“This will allow us to har-

‘ness renewable energy at the

canal and repair the old gates
at no cost to government,” he
said.

The MOU also stlpulates

that BPEC shall ensure the NIA

ies and facilities will not
and further ensure
that the timely irrigation needs
of its service area will not be af-
fected or compromised.

“The advantage for NIA is
that we save money on the re-
pair of the gate, and we'll earn

the savings we generate can be
used for postharvest facilities
there. This is really a good op-
portunity for us,” Guillen said.
Last year, the NIA pushed
for public-private partnerships
(PPPs) to pursue big-ticket
multipurpose projects with
renewable energy components.
* In line with this, the NIA
signed a memorandum of
agreement (MOA) with the
Public-Private Partnership.

formalize their collaboration

to boost the utilization of NIA's

andxrngatxon jects.
[mﬁ_izrtbep“ Pm]-,NTA

‘enter m
capaal?-b ding.

e utlhzatlon of vanous

PPP modalities for u'ngatlon
projects.

As of March 29, the NIA
identified 50 potential projects
for PPP with seven revenue
streams, namely, hydroelectric
power, solar power, aquacul-
ture, wind energy, bulk water
supply, water treatment, and
carbon credits.

NIAsaid funding is its biggest
challenge in undertaking big-
ticket multi- projects.

It also pointed to the slow
phase of project preparation
due to failure of local consul-
tants to deliver necessary out-
puts like feas:blhty study and -
detailed engineering design,
as well as t%:e conversion of
developed irrigated areas to

-other land uses like residential,

industrial, and other purposes.

The lack of budgetary sup-
port has led to slow irrigation
development in the Philippines
at two percent of the potential
irrigable area of 1.3 million
hectares annually. =

PPP is not new to NIA as
the Casecnan Multipurpose
Irrigation and Power Project
(CMIPP) located in Pantaban-

: (PPP) Center last March to gan, Nueva Ecija is a PPP proj-
Under the MOU, BPEC will

ectimplemented by the agency.
_The ,ro;ect generates elec-
i h the 150—'lnega
¥ POy
plantgnddlverts waterfhmugh
a -Qé kil ome@runderground
_into the Pantabangan

Reservou —Danessa Rivera
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to growth" a top official of the Department
of Agnculture (DA) said.

& Agnculturg Semor Undersec-
retary; Domingo Panganiban. de-
scribed the sector’s development
during his speech at the closing
ceremony of the: DA's 125th an-
niversary on Friday. ;

“The Filipino agriculture sector

s, slowly but surely, inching back
onto the high road to growth
again,” Panganiban said.

He added that the department
was able to deliver assistance to
more than 2 million farmers and

© 21,000 of their cooperatives in the

past year. -

"'I‘ogether, we have made sig-
nificant progress confronting the
after-effects of the pandemic,
powering our economy’s historic

‘recovery, meeting the climate cri-
sis, advancing President Mar-

cos’ food security agenda — and
strengthening our agriculture and
fisheries sector,” he said, referring
to President and Agriculture Secre-
tary Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
Panganiban also said that one
of their basic goals include the
growth of the “palay” (unmilled
rice) average yield from 4.14 met-

b ;'J. ric tons peI hectare (MT/ha) toat
mws MT/haby2028. =

: @f alsb emphasized | foéd mﬂa—< ¥ i
- tion

pmg from 9.8 percent"

in October last year to 7.5 percent
last month.

“Right now, the gradual recovery

which the economy is experienc-

ingis evidenced by nearly all of the

key economic indicators,” he said. -

" The senior undersecretary also
sees the need to build on innova-
tions and technologies to serve
the agriculture sector, and to make

the government more efficient,

resilient and effective. -

President Marcos graced the
weeklong celebration of the DA's
anniversary on Tuesday and
stressed the agency’s key contri-
butions to the development of the
Philippine economy.

Page of

“As we look backto the longand
smnet! past of this institution, it
,pruaal that we remember the
evelopment of the Department*
over the past 125 years, and we
must also recognize its impact on

the lives of farmers, fisherfolk and

the Filipino people,” Marcos said.

He stated that the Agriculture

department has achieved many

milestones over'the last 125 years,

mdudmg the mlple!h-tauon of
'9

suﬂi@ent .nr'nceand enabled the
countIy to export the. commodny

Marcos also vowed for the con-
tinuous development of interven-
tions to boost the competitiveness
of agri-fishery goods and increase
theincome of Filipino farmers and
fisherfolk.
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By Delﬂn T. Mal!arl Jr.
@dtmallarijrINQ

LUCENA CITY—The
gence of big-time illegal fishing
activities in the bays of Tayabas
and Lamon in Quezon province
has alarmed an environmental-
ist group.
“Despite the nonstop opera-
- tions by law enforcement agen-
cies, the moneyed operators of
illegal fishing never stop,” Jay
Lim, project officer of the pub-

lic interest law firm and envi-

ronmental protection advocate
Tanggol Kalikasan, said in an
interview on Thursday.
; Lim reported that on June
© 19, law enforcers from the Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
" Resources (BFAR), the Philippine
Navy and the Philippine Coast
Guard apprehended two illegal
fishing boats known as “buli-bu-
li” (modified Danish seine) ‘in
the municipal water of Calauag
town fronting Lamon Bay.
The two fishing boats and

resur-

their paraphemalm were val~
ued at P3 million.

'Lim noted that one of the
fishing boats had already been
apprehended in November last '
year for the same illegal activity.

On June 5, another buli-buli
fishing boat was also caught con-
ducting illegal fishing in Tayabas
Bay, fronting Unisan town. The
boat owners and fishing crew
were facing criminal charges.

The seized fishing boats
were expected to be returned to
their owners after they filed a
motion for release, as only the
boat paraphernalia (fishing gear)
will be confiscated,” Lim said,
quoting Danilo Larita Jr., fish-
ery regulation officer of BFAR
in Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezpn).

Destructive
The  government has
banned buli-buli fishing since
2013 because it destroys corals,
seagrass and traps, and eventu-
ally kills small fish.

FISIIEHS AlAIIMS ﬁBEEN GROUPS

Still, the 1llega1 method,
along with the equally destruc-
tive “pangulong” (purse seine)
and “taksay” (ring net), was be-
ing employed by commercial
fishers, said Lim. :

Small fishers engaged in
blast fishing in Tayabas and
Lamon bays were also reported
almost every day by the Quezon

police.

“With the widespread illegal
fishing activities [of commercial
fishers], most of us have been
tempted to join them,” a fisher-
man in Barangay Barra here ad-
mitted to the Inquirer on condi-
tion that he would not be named.

The small fishers should not
be faulted since “family surviv-
al is at stake,” he added.

- The resource-rich Lamon
Bay facing the Pacific Ocean

_covers towns in the southern

part of Quezon while Tayabas
Bay encompasses the north-

. eastern towns of Quezon, the
island province of Marinduque

and parts of Batangas. va
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Withthetheme ”Hmonng Past,
Embraang the Future of the Coconut
the PCA’s golden anniver-
sary celebration on June 30 shall rec-
ognize the aocomphshmenm of the
Authong:ﬂdunng its first 50 years in
movin, coconutindustry rward,
es'ﬁ?: selbacks and challenges
celebration will also- hlghhght
the vast potential that the coconut in-
dustry still holds in driving economic
developmentand uplifting thelives of
coconut farmers in the cgfuntry
ite recent years tion
andD;sPedm the oooonut mséagna

mmmbeawumedf&mcmn%s:
topdollar-eaming: andthe
ippinesstill ranks only second toIndo-
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‘Marcos leads coconut-planting rite to mark PCA’s 58th year

nesia in global coconut duction.
PCA administrator Bernie F. Cruz
noted the President’s decision to per-
sonally lead the national coconut tree-
phnﬁg?mwomﬁnnsﬂmem
tance of arevitalized coconut mdugg'ry
to his vision of agricultural develop- -
ment and modernization as a driver of
economic gmwth and employment.
“Aswe communicated to the Pres-
1de.nt,&1eoeremmnaltree—planmgshaﬂ (
notonly mark our50th founding anni-
versary but shall also represent the
PCA currently planhngtheseedsfora
resurgence in coconut production in
the country, the impacts of which will
befeltdownthelineduring this Admin-
istration and beyond,” Cruz said in a
news release on Thursday.
“Withincreased productivity, prod-
uct diversification, and our
fannersmhlghervalue-admacuvi-
ties, we expect in the long run to

reversetheumdsofdeclm g growth
rate and shamto GDP ofthecooonut

ind ,andsi tly increaseand
even ouble coconut fan'ners in-
mmes,"headded. . 3

Created on June 30, 1973byvxrtue
of Presidential Decree 232, the PCA is
the sole government agency tasked to

developthe mdusirytmtsfull
: -polmhglmﬁ::%thenewvmonof

aunited, globally mpehﬁve and ef-
ficient coconut in

It was made an ind hc #
corporation by virtue of Presidential
Decree 961, which first codified the laws

di with the development f the
ﬂmmm&@&e

country, as subsequen
Presidential Decree 1468, ki as g
“Revised CoconutIndustry Code,” which
ently serves as the PCA Charter.
At present, the PCA’s core func-
tions include improving the produc-

_Plan (CFIDP) prep:

tionand produchmty of coconut farms;
research and development, including
market research a.‘;und promotion of
emerging high-value coconut
ucts and by-products; nﬂmstrupctxl‘;ge
development, particularly of seed
farms, research: plantations,and
post-harvestfacilities;and institutional
development of coconut farmers’ or-
tions and enterprises. :
In 2021, a significant milestone in
the coconutindustry wasreached with
the enactment of Republic Act 11524,
otherwise known as the “Coconut
Farmersand Industry TrustFund Act.”
. The law directed the transfer of an
initial P75 billion in total of coconut
levy fundstoatrustfund whichshallbe

~usedfor beneﬁtof coconut farmers

and the of the coconut
industry, inaccordance with the Coco- -
nutFarmersand Industry Development

d by the PCA.
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Cattle, chicken dispers:

17 0901 LMoy

ben

BYMAh'UELT CAYON W

'r

\AVAOD tlTY"—Fanﬁers"cf)bptratiVés in
E 'mainland Bangsamoro provinces got’
a boost of their livestocks after the-
autonomous ove?ﬁmemghv}ethemanétﬁer
 batch of cattle and free :anqe or native,
chicken fordispbrs%l and propagation,
" The dispersal program wds undertaken’
last month on separate occasions by the'
Office of the Chief Minister. (0CM); the -
hlghestran ing official of the Bangsamoro .
Auanaous egon i Wl Wt ||
(BARMM), and the M‘inrstry of Agriculture,
Fisheriesand Agrarian Reforn
he OCM distributed 140 cows worth
P5.6 million under its Tulong Alay Sa
Ban‘gsamorongNangangailangan (Tabang
which literally means help in the Cebuano’
dialect) program. The' Tabangs°0plan‘ .
'Bangsamnro Rapid lmfstalite pl‘dgrEm
handed over 68 cows to 12 fafmers' co-
operatives in Mag*ufndar:a ‘n’ei Sﬁr and X

efits BA \RMM farmers’

FAR). L invo

LTS R ] 1

ait dyidwi i’ﬂ
co_opj B
e eNay
Magumdanau del Norte afone.

* Asnur Pendatun, head of the Tab‘ang
IIveHhuad unit, said the bigger aflocation
wenftd‘sliefarrﬁbit groupsin Gu‘ndulrmgan !
Rajah Buayan Ampatuan, Datu“f’iang ‘and

 Pagalungan’ iﬂ'“l&adumdanau del Sur, andJ
Matanog and Talayan ﬁl”M‘aguf?ldanaiﬁ’ del _.

N’orfe és@é;;a?cmabétgcw Gile VoD e

L3 separat‘é dispersal progra,. was
undertaker in''Marantao, Lanao del Sur.

- Basilan, Tawi-Tawi and Sulu as well as in

p_itabatu City, and the Speﬂal G:%%ra hic
é Notth Cotabato,

ﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁ&i%ﬁ}r‘é'

by dlstrlbuting farmtractors, crop! threshers

- and transi)iantmq facilities since fast
and until 2024, Pendatun deed’ «'}

“The MAFAR, ‘on‘the other h
distributed 1,200 frée-rangl! T"m“hvevchlckens
t024¢ cooberétifes and farmer assodiations in
Maﬁhlndanao del Sur and ﬁa@dim{éna‘u dé1

6rteatﬂ1e end oﬂﬂay IR Doves

pfﬁ"”'" m
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French firms keen on helping Phl develop dairy industry

. By CATHERINE TALAVERA

At least three French companies
are interested in developing the
country’s dairy industry, while two

- more submitted proposals for avia-

\tion and infrastructure projects in the

Philippines, according to the Depart-
ment of Trade and _Indushg. ;

_ During the 10th Joint Economic
Cooperation (JEC) meeting this
weelg French Minister Delegate for
foreign trade, economic attractive-

ness and French nationals abroad

of intent to Trade Secretary Alfred

 and technical support in developing
the Philippines’ dairy industry.

Apart from the three letters of
intent, Becht also presented concrete
roposals of Aéroports de Paris
(ADP) on aviation and the French
Treasury and Matiere on road bridges
in the Philippines. . ;
The two ministers convened
the JEC meeting last Tuesday also
witnessed the signing of the two
separate memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) between the Na-
tional Power Corp. (Napocor), the
Mindanao Development Authority
(MinDA) and I-t?d];é .
(HDP) to facilitate the development
of renewable energy and hydroge

- power plants in the Philippines, the
first project of its kind to be under- -

taken in Southeast Asia.

e

“Both countries vowed to contin-
ue cooperation on ongoin, gé%jects
such as the commitment o PAE

French company, to build a shipyard
in the Philippines, technical coopera-

tion on maritime safety through the
placement of a French marine expert
in Manila, and on nuclear energy
through an upcoming study mis-

sion,” the DTI said. .
During the 9th Philippine-France
JEC in ]u?y 2021, the DTI welcomed

OCEA’s pledged investment worth

December last year.

“Among the 33 JECs the Philip-

ines. The company also
L commitment during
the President’s visit to Belgium in

ines has, France is one of the few
ECs we hold at the Ministerial
level. This fact highlights France’s

important role in our overall re-

lations with Europe. Indeed, we
accord high importance to the JEC
as a mechanism to continuously
enhance our economic relations,
particularly in trade and invest-
ments,” Pascual said.

During the technical session of the -

JEC led by Trade assistant secretary
Allan Gepty and deputy director De-

nis Le Fers, the Philippines expressed
its continued interest in forging
S 'acencoo%ration with the Centre

ational D’Etudes Spatiales (CNES),
the French Space Agency.
Last November following CNES’

invit?ﬁion i:lltiring the last JEC meet-
i e Philippine Space Agen
's?g’ned the S I?Ze for %lilnatg Og
servatory Charter, making it the
National Focal Point of the Phil-
ippines in the French-led climate
resilience initiative. 5
In the area of aviation, the Civil
Aviation Authority of the Philippines
(CAAP) deputy director general
Edgardo Diaz reaffirmed the Philip-
pines’ commitment to the MOU with
the Direction Générale de 1’ Aviation
Civile (DGAC) or the French Civil
‘Aviation Authority, which was re-
newed in 2021. Gt
- “Both sides welcomed the ongo-
ing discussion with Thales on air
traffic management,” the DTI said.

Page of
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~ Sugar
- millers
oppose new

‘sweet tax’

By BELLA CARIASO

The P}uhppme éu'gar ML=
ers Association (PSMA) yes-

terday opposed the plan of
the Department of Finance
(DOF) to increase the tax on
sweetened beverages to P12
by next year.

- PSMA executive director
Jesus Barrera maintained that
what should be done is to
ensure efficient collection of
excise tax. ;

“Instead of focusing on in-
creasing tax rates, DOF should
prioritize the enforcement of
existing laws to ensure com-
pliance and fairness,”
said.

Barrera noted that just re-
cently, the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIR) raided a ware-
house in Cavite as a beverage
maker failed to pay P800 mil-
lion in excise taxes, as well as
three supermarkets in Quezon
City for distributing untaxed
sweetened beverages.

“The latest efforts of the

BIR to inspect manufacturers
and retailers on their pay-
ment of the excise tax are

o Turn to Page 2

Barrera
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commendable. The additional
revenue can be realized from
the thorough enforcement of the
existing tax laws. Furthermore,
what purpose does it serve
to raise tax rates if there exist
individuals or companies that
fail to adhere to them?” he said.

According to Barrera, im-
proving the tax collection

will not create an adverse

impact on affected sectors
yet it will achieve the govern-
ment’s health and revenue
objectives. A1

“The significance of an ef-
fective tax collection mecha-

nism extends beyond public

health concerns. It offers a

reliable source of revenue

for the government that is

directed towards essential

public services and reinforces

public trust, particularly in

the aftermath of the pandem-
ic as the economy recovers,”
he added. 91

Barrera said the DOF

The DC
cgn help

.~ Meanwhile, the

al resPegﬁvqp;pposﬂs for a tax.

i =y

on salty food.

funding theya

L nee d}tolpay”_ ; i:O]':j‘ ;
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more health programs and
services. Hence, the DOH
supports any measures which
may. provide additional mon-
ey to do UHC,” said the DOH
in a’statement. ;

- The DOH likewise said,
“Because of health taxes, the
DOH-wide budget for 2023
‘is five times higher than what
it was ten years ago.” At the
same time, the health depart-
ment expressed belief that it
would be an essential tool in
helping reduce public con-
sumption of unhealthy food
and drinks. :

. “The DOH recognizes the

X

committee omygs And n
is still studying the “best

of junk food tax, or v
to do it at all” as the DOF and
DOH have notsubmitted their

ccording to panel chair
Ibay Rep, Joey Selceda,

s
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whether

What are the costs an

 “Who pays for it? What are
its macroeconomic impacts?
ben-

_ efits? What are other countries

doing? And what do we do if

. something goes wrong?” he
‘said of what the panel wants

to know from the proposals.
- He noted the committee
alsp hasnotreceived “a formal
bill from the DOF on sweet-
ened beverages.”
. The lawmaker underscored
that the decision on taxing salty
food will depend on this data.
The panel, he said, will
also look at the “inflationary
impact” of taxing junk food

potential benefits of imposing  “because there will definitely
a health tax or excise tax on be price implications on taxes
-unhealthy food and bever- on food.” '
ages to reduce the burden of Salceda said his panel is
malnutrition and non-commu-  open to junk food taxes but it
nicable diseases,” it said. - will prioritize taxes “that are
“The health departmentsaid - clearly progressive and hit the
this proposal could have the rich first.” NS
same positive effect as when “Progressivity is definitely
taxes were imposed on alco- the ﬁrs;lpriority, because that
holic drinks and tobacco prod- is the only quality of tax meas-
ucts, which gave the DOH ‘ures that the Constitution
more money for its health ' 'specifically requires. So, taxes
programs and lessened d};;xblic hat hit the rich come before
consumption, thus leadi g& taxes that hit the family table,”
 better hea 4@91'9@?136 ed. headded.
: A\V Il’ﬂ . osals Salceda, however, cau

 tioned that the Philippines is

“just in the median of obes-
ity rates in the region, while
having the highest sweetened
beverage levies in ASEAN.”
“As for salt, we do exceed
the 2g per day of sodium
recommended by the World

- Health Organization. So, there -

is cause for government-led ef-

forts to reduce consumption,”

he added. : - -
— With Danessa Rivera,

sal Sheila Crisostomo, Rhodina
. Villanueva ; ;
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A volunteer program
that really works

e often hear the say-
ing “it takes a village”
when referring to con-

certed efforts to find an answer
 to a problem or a solutton to an

issue. We actually went to a vil-
- lage orsmall town in Negros Oc-
cidental to see how a volunteer
program plus a social enterprise
cum non-profit are making a difference in the hves
of a sample group of 100 children in this town.

First of all, the children chosen are stunted or are
shortin height for their age, This is the most obvious
physical sign of malnutrition. What we do not see
but is also proven, is that the brain also is “stunted”

: "and suehis a more difficult problem to address.
s Negro: g)llunteers for Change or NVC Founda-
-~ tion: 0 address a seemingly insurmountable
nahonal issue by doing their small part through
several ways: They manufacture healthy food mixes
- made from local farmers’ produce, feed them to
cluldren enrolled in the program and watch these
; -achieve normal height and weight overayear’s
R -hme They conduct feeding programs with the help
_ of other NGOs and denors, and some local govern-
- ment units (LGU) who have put Nutrition in their
% topieh list of priorities.
- Ttis amazing what Millie Kilayco and her group
have achieved through sheer passion, dedica-
_ tion and, if I may say, creativity. When they saw
- farmers wanting to abandon their squash farms
to raise money to migrate to Manila, they bought
their squash, dried the vegetable to aépowdgr mix
. to be used with their original | malung
- (moringa oleifera), monggo (3 and local
rice. Mingo providesac
and carbohydrates aﬂ
day, everyday, until

hon, ma,nufadtﬁrres
healthy food miix o
 ‘es made from?lpe,al ek 2L

"ﬁﬁrmers produce,
‘feédthem*b&\‘!m ed. ﬁlkcountry*«"]?hemothégs
chil&rems nrolled undergo a quick assess-
in the program and ment get guidelines
~ watch these kids I‘:Z‘S;“:;l%ﬂ? u;né ::1?1%—
achieve normal 4

height and Welghi tors and if the child and

" mother are on track,
over a year’s time. they are given an incen-

tive ora prize of P250 for

e abest case that
can be replicable around

‘*‘ilavea grand plan but to just take baby

" coordinated wi

_ (www.map.p
* nutrition and we as members volunteered our time

- enroll

- -. v g ik - £
M:lhe hu]nbly explains that her groﬁp did winl

steps :
ﬁmt rod qngyhngq,thendesignih afee
progf ! th could sustain. Wellgthey

beenhoGOtowm'andthatlsnotasmallTeatfgra

group of

Technology (DOST) and Department of
(DOH) and have since gotten. an FDA (F
Drug Admmiatration) approve: 3
these healthy meals. - :
The Mana tAssodahon"bfthe Philippines
%':)haslaunched a project to fig tm -

and resources to visit Millie and her facilities. We
timed our visit to be able to observe the quarterly
meeting with parents under the feeding program. We
spoke with mostly young teenage parents, some with
five kids at the tender age of 21. These mothers are
encouraged to breastfeed their babies from birth to
six months, granted they are eating well, of course.
After si:imonths Millie’s group can take over and
these children and be beneficiaries of these
Mingo meals.

Tﬁ ough Millie’s group can only handle a lim-
ited nﬁmi%er of programs due to their limited
,resouré'es, it is a model that is replicable across
the co w The importance of proper nutrition
cannot be over-emphasized. So we at MAP are
askm%if his model can be replicated in Luzon
and in Mindanao. We are looking for partners
an help set up another facility and make it
a sustdiﬁﬂ“ble enterprise.

The ‘gtﬁ'er good thing that comes out of this
tis that local farmers find a market for their
produee So far, Millie uses Iocal rice, local monggo,
malun' /, squash, ube (purple yam) and even lo-
cal Negros cacao for the chocolate variant. She is
also 10%1'131"13 to have farmers grow Chlorella, an
algae @S t can be used as supplement for growth
ingredient a popula.r vitamin syrup uses to
- make kqaﬁgrow taller.
cﬁ | farmers will defi ini tely;have a ready mar-

‘ ,lsl;
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