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Political will
necessary to make
food affordable,
says PCCl's Barcelon

By ANDREA E. SAN JuaN
y@andreasqnjuan

the problems that have hampered

the agnculture sector and ensure the
availability of affordable food, according to
PhlllppmeChamberof(ommerceandIndustry
(PCCI) President George T. Barcelon.

“The issue on agriculture...a lot of
actions kailangan may political will,"
Barcelon told reporters on the sidelines of
PCCI's recent membership meeting.

- Barcelon made the remark when he was

asked If PCCI will endorse a secretary for
Agriculture as the agency is concurrently
headed by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

 He said PCCI has its own shortlist of
potential Agriculture secretaries and
hinted that some of those who landed on
its shortlistare“stakeholders whoareinthe
business who are major exporters.”

In the meantime, Barcelon said that
as the current head of the Department of
Agriculture (DA), Marcos should consider -
notonly the production side of agriculture,
but also the trade aspect. AT

“Kung wala naman talaga ‘yung
magsasaka natin, ‘yung production nila
hanggang doon lang. But the damand is
much bigger so we may have to |mport
he said.

“But imports must be properly done
dahilalam natinmaramingsmuggling. Kung
maysmuggling wala naman nakokolektang
buwis. Government [must address trade
issues] so it can collect taxes and at the

. sametime ensure that prices ufstapte items
will not be so high,” he added.

As concurrent chief of the DA, Barcelon
said the President can fast-track reforms,

- which would require political will to
] u'nplement to enable the country’s farm
sector to become competitive.

‘He also said PCCI believes that the
government has all the necessary tools to

~ deal with the high prices of commodities.

Meanwhile, Barcelon said he hadasked -
Sabin Aboitiz, who heads the Private Sector

~ Advisory Council (PSAC), tostudy theimpact
of logistics issues on food prices.
~ In particular, the PCCl chief said, “sabi
ko ‘yung sa production natin limited na.
Hanggang doon fang. Pero ‘yung logistics
. Cost natin pwedeng i-areglo natin para
it will go down, (kasi) ‘yung mga local
governmentmaysanﬂngtaxeh Maraming
‘mga binabayad [ang] mga players s0
eve?ythmg goes up.”

POLITICAL will is necessary to resolve
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TH.E. Federation of Free Farmers
(FFF), yesterday. said: the global
price of rice is stacting;to goup
as .countries begin to stockpile on
the supply, of .the grain. r Y

This developed 4s- Tugon. Ka—
buhayan called for a more coor-
dinated approach. in: cutbingithe
effects of  El Nifio on local rice
producuom ‘

Countries like (China and In-
donesia late’ buying; up rice from
traditional sources, Vietnam and
Thailand | whose production are
feared to. decline because of El
Nifio. )

Raul Mo,nt:mayor, FEE con-
vener, said . free’on board prices
from Vietnam and Thailand have

increased by five percent com-.
pared to their level in'January to

February.

Mentemayor said this is about
an additional P2 per kdogram on
the landed cost 6f impotted fice in
Manila ports with tariff.

“If we will be hit by El Niao "
and our output will be slashed, .

we will need more imports, we

will be af?tuédbyihaf pr%suﬁ id }

international pnces As I said, most

probably, this will happen nextyedr *

althotigh this year theré are already
slight movements, maybe'there is
still time t6 prepare,” Montemayor
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But based on public markets
monitoring by the Department of
Agricultute (DA)  in the National
Capital Regan yesterday, the per
kilogram ch) price of unported
rice range ‘from P50 to' P55 for

. special ‘variety; ‘P44 0 P50 For
premium and; P40 to P46 for well
milled. No datd is available on the
price of regular milled,

For 1ocal rice, special vanety is'at

P48 1o P60 per kg‘ premitim at P42’
o' P50 per kg; wé!l—mﬂ]ed at P38,
to P46 per kg; and' regular mﬂ]cd'
at P35 to P42 per kg " ;

Compared to the eatliest moni-

toring of the DA for the year, the *
price of some rice vanetxes are '
hjgher by P2 pcr kg at most.

{ § 34

DA’ monitofifig as of January'

2, price tange of imported rice for’
specml variety is at P46 to P54 pér

kg; premitim at P43 to P48 pet kg;
well-milled at P40 to P44 per kg
and P37 to P38 per kg for regular
milled, '

‘Meanwhile; for local rice; spe-’

cial vanety is ‘ar P48 t6 P60 per’
kg; premiutn at P40 to P48 per kg;
well-milled'at P38 to P44 pet kg;
and regulat’ mﬂled at P35 to P40
per kg.

FFF said Whed the Pricc of!

See STOCKPILING > Page A2

importe‘a’rice iricreaé;'és’, tHat of

..........................................
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STOCKPILING

-domtsﬂ;: rice follows suit. While this will
benefit farmers in terms of higher income,
consumers take a hit.

The group said government should balance
the interest of farmers and conisumers in this
case.

Meanwhile, Norbert Chingcuanco, Tugon
Kabuhayan co-convenor, expressed concern
rice farmers may be discouraged to plant on
fears their crops will be damaged by drought.

“Most people think that El Nifio is already
here and therefore, no longer wants to plant
palay. It is in contrast to what science and
kustory is saymg, El Nifio will bring more
rain before it starts and current forecast is
reduction in rainfall will only be felt not until
October,” Chingcuanco said.

Ann Solis, assistant weather services chief
of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Administration,
said by the end of the year, around 36 prov-
inces may experience dry spell while two are
expected to have drought.

Solis explained dry spell is a period of at
least two months with 60 percent reduction
in rainfall level or three months with 41 to
60 percent rainfall reduction. Drought oc-
cuts when more than 60 percent reduction
in rain fall level is experienced for three to
five months.

Lemnuel Aragones, professor at the Insti-
tute of Environmental Science and Meteo-
rology at the University of the Philippines,
said a “legal instrument” that will assign
meteorologists in each local government unit
(will help the country curb the negative ef-
fects of weather phenomenon.

Earlier, the DA warned that at least 46
provinces may experience below normal aver-
age rainfall, affecting crops like rice, corn and
coconut and various fruit and vegetables due
to El Nifio.

The DA also recently reactivated its Na-
tional El Nifio Task Force and will enforce
its enhanced El Nifio Mitigation and Adap-
tation Plan.

Page 2 of 2
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BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

YHE Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas
(KMP) is opposing the proposal of Finance
Secretary Benjamin Diokno to allow more

sugar imports, saying this will not lower currently
high prices of the commodity.

“DoF Secretary Diokno even
wants to use the Rice Tariffication
Law as model for all agricultural
products covered by non-tariff barri-
ers. If that is the case, then we can say
goodbye to Philippine sugar soon.
Liberalization will be the final nail
on the coffin of the country's ailing
sugar industry,” KMP Chairman
Danilo Ramos claimed.

“As if the high volume of sugar

imports is not enough, economic
managers are bent on further lib-
eralizing the sugar industry at the
expense of consumers and sugar
workers,” he added.

On Friday, Diokno said that pro-
ducers and sellers of sugary products
would be allowed to import their
Own sugar requirements to reduce
production costs given the govern-
ment's plan to increase taxes on junk

food and sweetened beverages.

Diokno said producers and sell-
ers of sugary products subjected
to tax were expected to object as
it would raise the selling prices of
their products.

The KMP emphasized that ad-
ditional imports will not cushion
the impact of taxes on sugary
beverages.

It said that sugar importation
under President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. was “embroiled” in too much
controversy, citing importation
orders from the Sugar Regulatory
Administration, specifically Sugar
Order 4 directing the importa-
tion of 300,000 metric tons (MT)
of sugar and Sugar Order 6 for
440,000 MT. '

“While we are importing sugar
in record volume, prices of sugar
wentup by at least 80 percent under
Marcos Jr. The retail price of refined
sugar in markets went from P54.50
(per kilo) on June 30, 2021, to P90
in June 2022, and more recently,
sugar prices have gone up to P110
per kilo,” Ramos said.

The KMP leader added that the
majority of farmers and workers
in the sugar industry could suffer
the same plight as rice farmers who
were affected by rice tariffication.

More than 85 percent of the
country's sugar planters are small
planters, with an average farm size
ofless than 5 hectares. Most of the
country’s sugar mills and refineries
are in Negros in the Visayas.
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PCA proposes addltlonal P11B budget for 2024

THE Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA)is ~ of Budget and Management (DBM). . Iion, and Cruz said that the additional fund processing facilities, seed gardens, and
‘seekinganP11-billionincreaseinitsbudget Although they gave us a ceiling of more could help maintain the country’s statusas  services, through the Coconut Farmer and
fornextyear tofurther strengthen theimple-  than P1 billion, we are requesting togive  aleading exporter of coconut products. ‘Industry Trust Fund (CFITF).
mentation of its programs and projects. usa chance to reinvest because it can be As part of its founding anniversary The PCAiis one of the implementing

 PCA Administrator Bemie Cruzsaid during  recuperated;” he said. ; celebration, PCA distributed P65 million agencies of the CFITF Act, with an annual
the opening ceremony of PCA's 50th founding szaddedthattheP(Adeservesﬂle worth of interventions to different coconut  allotment of 15 percent from the trust
anniversary on Monday in Quezon City that  increase in budget as the country’s coconut farmers and stakeholders to help develop  fund that shall be utilized for the Coconut

they were requesting a budget increase of industry is a top dollareamerforlhe the country’s coconut industry. - Hybridization Program, particularly opera-
P11 billion for next year. The PCAsbudgetfor  Philippines. - The agency awarded the interventions, tions on the ground, through the agency’s

ﬂusyeansP‘l 12b||lion : Curren'dy the budget allomtedbythe which include different projects such mgbmloﬂicsand msearch centers.
. s e Department . DB) ¢ _ asmedlcalandsdmlarshipprograms, s ‘
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- THE vaccine forAfncanSmne Fever (ASF) de-
veloped in Vietnam may cost nearly P600 per
dose, according to the Bureau of Animal Indus-

(sB B leadmg the hog industry to call for
subsidies to head off higher pork prices at retail.

“What I know is (the ASF vaccine) might

Ms Vytlaco said approval by the Food and
; Dmg *Bdm’%}stra on (FDA) ,mayﬂnean the

merc1al farms lmhaﬂy)” she said. “Dahil nag-
aagawan nga, ang naibigay lang muna ng Viet- - : i

nam! is 300,000 doses (Because there is great “Sp buong 300 000 na mmbtbtgay, walang : Mr Brmnes said that the government
demand, Vietnam can only allocate us 300,000 ' packaging for backyard raisers kasi lahat should declare a state of calamity to facilitate
doses at first) by the last quarter of the year.” ata 50-60 doses (The initial allocation of : the funding for a vaccine subsidy, parhcularly
* Ms: Vytiaco announced early this'month 300,000 is not suitable for backyard rais- for backyard hog raisers.

that the safety and efficacy trial has beencom-  ers because the first batches wﬂl be 50-60 - ' Agriculture Assistant SecretaryArne] V. de

AMBER KIPP-UNSPMSH

pleted, with the vaccine awaiting the issuance + doses)” she added. - AV H Mesa said: “If the conditions are met to de-
of an FDA certificate of product registration..  Pork Producers Federation of the Phlhp- _clare astate of calamity, then it can be done.”
The manufacturer is ready to eventually . pines, Inc. National Chairman Nicanor M. . Mr. De Mesa also said that the department
supply 600,000 doses, she added. Briones said that without vaccine subsidies, is still conducting surveillance to gauge the
' Ms. Vytiaco expects the vaccine to come  the farmgate price of pork mayincrease P6per  extent of the outbreak.

in three types of packaging: five doses and 10 lnlo
doses for backyard qui'a]sel?smdﬁb ﬂ@es for 3%

commercml'fanns " perkilogram at t retail,” he told reporters -

i ewelght. Asof.]‘unes, sevenregtons,mpmvmm%mu- ¢
ice of pork may rise by around P9 .  nicipalitie ‘.

B S SPE
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Hog raisers receive 120 pigs from L IA

‘Department of Agriculture (DA) following the African swine

fever (ASF) outbreak. Through its Integrated National Swine
Production Initiatives for Recovery and Expansion (INSPIRE) Program,
,the DA has turned over 120 pigs to four cooperatwes in Batangas

BATANGAS hog raisers have received 120 pigs from the

L7 Livestock Agnculture Cunperatwe Sto. Tonblo Farmers Kgriculture
Cooperative, and Malitlit Consumers Cooperative. They each received
30 swine breeder stocks from the DA. ‘

The distributed breeder stocks were born from grandparent pigs
thatwerqmported from the US and were donated by the DA-National
Livestock Program (NLP) to select farm-cooperators suchas EVG Farm
and Phillac Farms Inc. -

“|-am thankful to EVG Farm and Phlllac Farms because when we '

see the pigs that are being cared for by you, you have multiplied,
which means that we did not make a mistakein choosing you. Because
whatever our goal or aspiration is, you supportedit,” Paul Limson,
director of Bureau of Animal Industry (BAl), said.

“So to the recipients, | hope you take-care of it and multiply it
because if you increase the number of people who will return to pig
farmers, we will be able to ensure not only the supply of pork in the
area but also the economic activity of the area,” he said.

For her part, National Livestock Pr_ﬁ'grai'n. (NLP) Director Ruth

Miclat-Sonaco conveyed both gratitude and satisfaction to Lipeno
beneficiaries for their consistent stellar performance.

“| was the first to be the happiest because this was one of the
first steps of the DA so that we can recover, particularly the province

of Batangas. The DA, our Regional Field Office, our Bureau of Animal
Industry, we will not tire of providing assistance to the city of Lipa

when we see this [success]," Sonaco said.

TheTNSPIRE Program is one of the DA's twm prcgrams agamst
ASF—the other being the Bantay ASF sa Barangay (BABay ASF)
Program for intensified disease surveillance and control in the -
barangay level. o :

The said program focuses on calibrated hog re-population,

 establishment of swine farms and facilities, and ensuring easy access

to insurance and credit services for hog farmers in order to improve
swine production and to ensure the sufficiency of pork.and pork
products in the country.

The INSPIRE Program is spearheaded by the DA-NLP with support

from its livestock attached agencies, the DA Regional Field Offices

(RFOs), the local government units, and other stakeholders including
farmers’ cooperatives and associations.

On its official web site, the NLP has reported having distributed
19,486 pigs forits Implementatmn of sentinel protocol, reachmg 8,161
beneficiaries nationwide. Raadee S. Sausa
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RED ONIONS POSSIBLE IN CARAGA REGION

appropriate technology thmugh HighValue Crops Develnpment _

R ED onion production in Caraga region is- possible with the

ngram _ 3

“The bountiful harvest ufthe PAO [Provincial Agriculture Office] Agusan ;

del Sur is our evidence that through proper management, onions will
thrive in the region,” Department of Agriculture (DA)-Caraga Regional
- Executive Director Ricardo Ofate Jr., said recently.

“Our efforts and willingness to take on the challenge of the region's |

no-pronounced dry season have paid off. We also acknowledge the support
of the local government for making it possible,” he added.
- The red onions were cultivated in a modernized urban agriculture
facility—a greenhouse under controlled environmental conditions.
An automated fertigation system was used, a process of delivering
nutrients to plants along wn:h water to produce a quality crop with
higher yields. 7

Meanwhile, Onatesardthattheprogramhasestablishedtechnudemos

in partnership with 11 local government units, five Farmer’s Cooperatives
and Associations, a public high school, and a local media partner.

These were established in greenhouses and open fields to test their
feasibility in various ecosystems.

- The program is currently gathering data on the harvested red onions
to identify the best management practices as well as determine the
cost-benefit ratio of producing red onions in the various areas of the
Caraga region.

In January, the government will be carrying out the program aimed
at helping onion farmers increase their yield to stabilize the supply and
bring down the commodity’s price. o

- "We'll do this by increasing the area that is being planted to onions,
number one,” President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said.

“And secon'dly, we will help by—the DA will help by providing inputs. So the first part
of that is, we are going to the seed producers so.that they will produce good seed that we
can give to the farmers at some point. That is what they use as inputs. And all that what
they need,” the President said.

The DA has deferred the extension of the P250 suggested retail price (SRP)
‘due to the forecasted lower price range of onions following the harvest season.
The DA said onion prices may decline to 100 to P150 per kilo with the entry ofmore than 5, 000

metric tons of imported onions. Raadee . Sausa
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 price slump; 500,000
farmers affected

By BELLA CARIASO

The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) yesterday confirmed the drop in
farm gate prices of copra, with at least
§OO,QOO farmers affected by the slump
in prices. LY

e farm gate prices of copra ranged
between P21 and P24 per kilo, accord-

ing to PCA deputy administrator Roel

Rosales.

“The phenomenon in the drop in the
farm gate price of copra was due to the
soft demand until now in the interna-
tional market because of the effect of the
pandemic, the Ukraine-Russian war,” Ro-
sales said at a press conference yesterday.

He added that a large volume of im-
ported vegetable oil is also available in
the market. : .

“The retail price of palm oil in the

market is cheaper compared to coconut
oil, that is why many patronize it. The

coconut oil is really geared as an export
product. That is why coconut prices

are affected by the movement of major

layers. That would explain why the

gate price of copra is decreasing,”

Rosales said. The farm gate price of copra
is expected to improve with the onset of
the “-ber” months, according to the PCA
official. “We anticipate that as soon as the
“-ber’ months start, the demand for the oil
will increase,” he said.

- Coconut Hg.bridizaﬁon Program.
 The CFIT ’ﬁlmmgedbyamgei

_Additional budget
Meanwhile, the PCA is seeking to raise
its allocation by P11 billion from the coco
levy fund next year to revitalize the co-
_conut industry. 4 ‘
“We are asking for an additional P11
billion for reinvestment. We asked the
Department of Budget of Management
for a higher allocation, but we were given
a ceiling of P1 billion,” PCA administra-
tor Bernie Cruz said at the same briefing.
The PCA, as one of the implementing
agencies of Republic Act 11524 or the Co-
conut Farmers and Industry Trust Fund
Act (CFITF), receives an annual allotment
of 15 percent or P5 billion to carry out the

ki L ;.‘ S

Jusioe e e
- Cruz said implementing agencies of

- a study to improve the coconut industry

 because the cocolevy fund does not cover

the administrative costs.
He added the agencies also face the di-
- lemma of using the coco levy fund to cover

* the administrative costs since this will be

flagged by the Commission on Audit.

“That’s why we're asking for ahigher

* 14.93

LIBRARY

budget so that we can give the farmers
their long-awaited funds that will help
them faster,” the PCA chief said. :
If its request is granted, the PCA will
use the additional funds to put up seed

_gardens per coconut-producing province.

“We are asking for additional funds
to establish seed gardens or seed farms
Fer coconut-producing areas to address
0O

gistical problems because these seed
gardens will be able to provide the seeds

needed by that province,” Cruz said.

For example, coconut seeds coming

from Bicol can only be planted within the

rovince to contain the disease plaguing
e area,

“Once the seed gardens are estab-
lished, farmers will source their seeds.
If the farmers will be able to replace the
old trees, their produce will double,”
Cruz said. '

The PCA intends to use the additional
fund to invest in new varieties of coco-
nut that will replace old trees to raise
productivity.

“We also-imGport copra from Indonesia,
Papua New Guinea as our production
dwindles because our trees are alread
old. We are asking for additional funds so
that we can replace the trees with better

. variety,” Cruz said.

. “The current average is 44 nuts per -
tree per year. If we can double that to 80
to 100 nuts per tree annually, which is the
average in India and Indonesia, farmers
can double their income and maximize
their operations,” he said. :

Data from the Philippine Statistics
Authonr_lillﬁr showed the country produced
illion metric tons of coconut last
: ear,l-\:.llg by 1.45 percent from 14.71 mil-
ion a year ago. :
Rosales noted that the funding would
also support the PCA’s coconut salt fer-
tilization program.
“Coconut trees are salt-loving, that is
why we are proposing the salt fertilization
program, where we can also help the local

salt industry while reinvigorating the coco-
nut ind . Under the p; rich at least
two kilos of salt will be provided for each

coconut tree each year for three years.It will
surely increase the production,” he said.

DEPT. OF AGRICULTUR"
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be made immediately to have a
better buffer stock during the lean
months of June, July, August and
September s0 consumers can avail
themselves of cheap NFA rice.

Raul Montemayor, national
manager of the Federation of Free
Farmers, told The STAR that the
rice harvest season is already over
and that a majority of farmers have
no more palay grains to sell.

“They sold at a high price last
harvest season so they recovered
some of their expenses,” Mon-
temayor said in Filipino, adding
that this is the reason why local rice
prices have risen.

Prices rising

Prices of local commercial rice
are starting to rise as palay rice
harvest season is almost over.

Wholesale rice traders in Inter-
city Industrial Estate and Golden
City Business Park in Bocaue, Bu-
lacan, two of the major rice trading
centers in Luzon, confided to The
STAR that average palay prices
nowadays are pegged at an average
of P26 to P27 per kilo.

They explained that processing
palay to rice at an average recovery
rate of 60 percent at P26 per kilo
translates to a wholesale produc-
tion cost of P1,993.33 per 50-kilo
sack or P39.87 per kilo. At P27, this
translates to a wholesale produc-

}publimatiﬁzz and

tion cost of P2,070 per 50-kilo sack
or P41.40.

With an average wholesale
profit margin of P1 per kilo for the
sub-retailer and P2 for retailers,
average consumer price reaches
P43.87 to P45.40 per kilo.

On the other hand, Samahang
Industriya ng Agrikultura presi-
dent Rosendo So explained that 10

- days ago, palay prices at the farm-

gate were pegged at P23 per kilo,
reaching P39.36 when it reaches
the rice miller, before climbing to
P42.36 to P43.36 per kilo at the
retailerlevel.

No effect yet

An official of the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administra-
tion (PAGASA) on Monday said
the lower rainfall phenomenon of
El Nifio is not yet in effect, and that
rice farmers would have enough
rainfall for the July to September
planting season.

“There will be near to normal
rain from July to September 2023,”
PAGASA assistant weather services
chief Analyn Solis said at a Tugon
Kabuhayan media forum. :

She added that the chances of
feeling the effects of El Nifio are
getting higher, but the lower rain-
fall pattern in the coming months
has not been established yet.

Meanwhile, former BFAR chief
Jlawyer Asis Perez urged rice farm-
ers to keep planting palay in the

<
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kilo, like it used to do before

the implementation of the Rice

agency's regulatory functions.

~Sioson urged lawmakers to

restore the agency’s function to

j iﬁlp,rts cheap rice that should

- Turnto Page 3

months of July, August and Sep-
tember as he stressed that E1 Nifio's
dry weather phenomenon will still
occur in October.

He said rice farmers must have -
clear information about the start of .
El Nifio in October and they still |
have three months to plant.

However, miscommunication is
discouraging farmers to plant due
to fears of the impact of El Nifio on
the crops. _

“Most people think that El Nifio
is here, therefore, let’s not plant
rice. In contrast to what science
and history are saying, E1 Nifio will
bring more rain before it starts. But
the forecast is by October, there will
be less rainfall, but not entirely no
rain,” Tugon Kabuhayan co-con-
venor Norbert Chingcuanco said.

Some rice farmers have already
stopped planting rice due to con-
cerns that the weather phenom-’
enon would start in July.

“Farmers relying on rain de-
cided not to plant rice. Because of
El Nifio, there are a number of areas
here in Quezon that did not plant
this season,” Federation of Farmers
in Tiaong, Quezon president Danilo
Guevarra said.

For his part, Pambansang
Samahan ng Kilusan ng mga
Magsasaka legal and policy
advocacy officer Rene Cerilla
said clear and proper information
will empower farmers in proper
planning. —With Danessa Rivera,
Michelle Zoleta
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Blaamnunanswam FOR COCONUT INDUSTRY

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Philippine Coconut Author-
ity (PCA) is seeking an addition-
al budget of P11 billion for next
year not only to bolster local .

production but aiso the mcome'

of coconut farmers nationwide.
In a briefing held on Monday,
PCA administrator Bernie Cruz
said the additional funds would
be used to establish seed gardens
ar seed farms in coconut-pro-
ducing areas. The Department of

Budget and Management set a

budget ceiling of only a little more
than P1 billion for the agency.

“We are asking for morefunds -
to put up a seed garden or seed
farm in every coconut-producing
area so that the logistical problem
will no longer be an obstacle. The
seed gardens to be established in
every province will provide the
seeds we need,” Cruz said.

The PCA noted that gavem
ment agencies implementing the
P7s-billion coco levy fund were
~ experiencing challenges in secur-
ing more budget to, for instance,
employ people or commission a
study to look into the industry.

Cruz said the utilization
of the coco levy fund does not

cover the administrative cost of

carrying out the plan to revital-
ize the industry.

- “All government agencies -
 involved in the coconut indus-

try road map are encountenng
problems because they also
have to utilize their General Ap-
propriations Act funds for their
respective projects,” he said.

Under the Coconut Farmers
and Industry Trust Act, the PCA
is allotted 15 percent or Ps billion
annually from the coco levy fund
intended for various undertak-
~ ings auned at the development
* of the coconut value chain.

“But if we use our own bud-

get for the coconut industry

road map, we will be flagged by
the COA (Commission on Au-
dit),” Cruz said, adding: “We are

seeking additional funds because

“wherever you go, you will see
that we need to replace our coco-
nut trees with better varieties.”
Coconut seeds come from
Zamboanga and Bicol although
the PCA said those from the lat-
ter could only be used within

- the province in order to contain

a disease currently plaguing the
industry there. 7
Once the old coconut trees

are replaced, the PCA said it

would double the average yield
of a coconut tree to 8o to 100
‘nuts a year from the current av-
erage of 44 nuts a year.

In 2022, the country produced
14.93 million metric tons (MT) of
coconut, up by 1.45 percent from
14.71 million MT a year ago, ac-
cording to data from the Philip-
pine Statistics Authority.

Cruz said the higher budget

would also double the income
of domestic farmers even if
the farm-gate price, or the sell-
ing price between farmers and
traders, remained the same.

~ The farm-gate price of co-
pra averaged P22.88 per kilo-
gram as of June g against P37.54
per kg in the same period a year

ago, data from the PCA showed.

According to PCA deputy
administrator Roel Rosales, the
declining price of copra is being
experienced across the country.
He explained that the farther
the processing center or oil mill
was, the lower the prevailing
price would be. iva
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annually by four percent, and exemptions will
be eliminated to broaden the tax base.

Based on Department of Agriculture’s
monitoring of public markets in the National
Capital Region yesterday, prevailing retail price
of sugar ranges from P86 to P110 per kg for

refined sugar and P80 to P90 per kg for both
washed and brown sugar.

Meanwhile, Sugar Regulatory Administration
millsite monitoring showed composite price of

raw sugar as of June 11 was 3 050per 50kgbag._-

Jed MMPazal
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Protecting our soil is
also protecting our future

n the national conversation, soil often goes un-

noticed, overshadowed by more pressing issues

concerning agriculture or land management.

The significance of soil escapes our attention
unless we engage in urban farming or indoor gar-
*dening. However, beneath our feet lies the source of
life itself. Without soil, where would our plants and
trees find their footing? Without plants and trees,
where would we find the life-giving oxygen we
breathe? It is unfortunate that we fail to recognize
the value of soil until it’s already gone.

While it may not have garnered widespread at-
tention or virality online, the country held its first
National Soil Health Summit on June 21, 2023, with
the President leading the call to address the growing
problems of “degradation, acidification, and pollu-
tion of Philippine soil.”

“Our soil is under threat. To contmue to neglect
this vital agncultural component will lead to an
even worse crisis in the future,” said Marcos dur-
ing the summit’s opening. “Whlle the Phlhppmes
is blessed with rich and fertile lands, our country is
facing grave and urgent issues in prowdmg quality
and sufficient food.”

Citing data from the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR), the President high-

lighted that “around 75 percent of the country s total
cropland is vulnerable to erosion in various degrees,
with agriculture losing about 457 million tons of soil
annually.” He added that the conversion of lands for
settlements and the loss of about 47 hectares of for-
est cover every year contribute to soil degradation.

“Making matters worse is the improper use of
fertilizers and pesticides that pollute and acidify
our soil,” Marcos said, noting that on top of the 2.2
million hectares that suffer from “insufficient levels
of soil fertility,” around 11 to 13 mﬂhon hectares are
considered “degraded.”

The Chief Executlve took the opportumty to
unveil the government’s five-point priority agenda,
for soul and water management, which includes
sustainable land management and empowering the[
Bureau of Soil and Water Management. ”

“We are conducting a soil and land resourcesf
mapping and evaluation process that includes
soil-based and land-based level assessments, soil’
sample analyses and digital map preparations un-.
der the Philippine Soil Land Resources Informatlon
program,” he said.

Furthermore, he reported that the goven:nmentr
is also explonng water. security measures through'
climate-resilient rainwater technologies, and con-"
ducting cloud seeding operations for agriculture.

“All these (are being done) to improve water
conditions in production areas, in critical water-'
sheds, and in our reservoirs. These are all part of
the collective efforts to mitigate the effects of the
El Nifio phenomenon.”

Over the years, the government has faced criti-
cisms for policies that may appear detrimental or

3|

_ short-sighted. Academics and private sector experts

have been critical and vocal in their assessments.
This time, however, is not the time for blame or
criticism. Recognizing that the government alone
cannot address all the challenges when it comes
to soil management, the President called upon the
private sector and the academe to work and coI—-
laborate with the government in tackling the i issue:
of soil health.

By joining forces, pooling expertise, and startmg
at the grassroots level, we can find the optimal solu-’
tions to challenges that have plagued our country for
generations. The present moment is an opportune
time for such collaboration, and if we seek to start at;
the very foundation, then there is no need to search
beyond the soil beneath our feet.
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