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DA eyes to launch supply-demand database

By DANESSA RIVERA

~ The Department of Agriculture
(DA) is looking to launch this year a
‘grounded andg transparent supply-
demand database to aid the agency
in policy making and planning in
the sector.

DA Undersecretary for policy,
_planning, and regulations Mercedita
. Sombilla said her office is creating a
dashboard containing demand and
supply projections that will be made

‘accessible to the public. ' -

She said the demand and supply

dashboard would guide the DA in
making decisions.

“I think what we really need is a

‘ t, well-grounded data and
information that would convince
stakeholders that what DA is really
doing is not really just because we
want it done but because it is all based
on what is happening,” Sombilla said.
The development of the project

was initiated by the DA last year in

response to President Marcos” call
for an assessment of the supply and
demand dynamics of agricultural
commodities. = '
“When I first started there about a
year:ago and the President was ask-
ing for supply and demand situation

of the commodities, I could not get

any from the policy, planning and
regulations office department. The
worse is that each of the operating
units will give me different data of
different periods. I told myself this
is a disaster,” Sombilla said.

“Now, I made a memorandum
instructing all operating units for
information data that they collect on
their respective crops or commodities
to be cleared in my office. It is now
my office that has to produce the

official demand and supply projec-

”r

tions,” she said.

The DA officeis eyeing to roll out
this database in the next quarter.
It is working with the Korean gov-

* ernment to gather all the necessary
information related to agriculture

that will be used in decision-making

and for data analytics, the undersec- -
et

ary said. ‘
“I'm hoping by the third quarter

I will have already an operating

dashboard for supply and demand,
for prices, and inputs for the public,”
Sorélkl:eilla said. T ‘
pointed out that the Philippi
Statistics Authority (PSA) had: e;rc)l;epﬂrlﬁ
enced delaysin ing data, making
it unsuitable for the agency to use as
projections for planning purposes.
“If you notice, the statistics agency
usually has delayed reporting. Now,

atDA, we have the advantage of hav-
ing our regional offices that can esti-
mate what is already on the ground,”
Sombilla said. )|
By utilizing its regional offices, the

DA can get initial information on the

areas planted and expected yields

.that will allow it to make estimates

for the succeeding period, especiall
in instances when I;Pae?ural c’:_ilgaen?iﬁe);
strike a certain area. s
“...we will already more or less
know how much is going to be
destroyed, how much is not goin
to be harvested and how muc

-additional imports we should be

getting,” Sombilla said.
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P25 PERKILO. RlcE Resldents line up atthe Kadiwa l:enter at the Ilepartment of Agriculture (DA) head ofﬂce on Elliptlcal Road in lJuezon I:Itytu
pun:hase rice sold for 225 per kilo on Tue:day, June 27, 2023. (Mark Balmores) -
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DA reports increase in rice production

The Philippines has enough rice to meet the daily needs of Fil-
ipinos for the third quarter of 2023 despite the rising prices of
- the country’s staple food, according to the Department of Agri-
culture (DA). Undersecretary Leo Sebastian said in a statement
that there was a 6 percent production increase from Iam'im{y to.

June, based on the Philippine Rice Information System. Palay

production would thus reach 8.605 million metric tons (MT) in
2023, equivalent to 5.6 million ! T of milled rice, higher than
- the 8.153 million MT in 2022. A ccording to him, this volume, |
plus the carry-over stotk of P’ﬁy‘llthT and augmented by
the importation of 1.8 million MT would be enough to meet the
demand and consumption of seven million MT from January -
to June. Rice prices in Metro Manila,

ie etro Manila, however, increased by
about P2 per kilogram but_'Sehﬁ_ id this was due to the
high cost of production locally and globally. “We expect this to
stabilize,” he said. —NesTor corraLEs -

Dama
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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Agriculture !

BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES
~~ . Fisherie§ Building Complex, Bureau of Plant Industry Compound,

) _ Visayas Ave., Diliman, Quezon City . 3 i

‘Tél. No. 929-8074 | do@bfar.da.gov.ph | records@bfar.da.govoh -
A

.~ Shellfish Bulletin No. 16 A S s ST
Series of 2023 ik 1
© 27 June 2023

Shellfishes collected and tested from m'utql waters of Dauis and Tagbilaran City in Bohol; and Dumangquillas Bay
inZamboanga del Sur are still positive for Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) or toxic red tide that is beyond the regulatory limit.
P ¥ » - - . :

nedi .

. i

i ]
All types of shellfish and Acetes sp. or alamang gathered from the areas shown above are NOT SAFE for human
consumption. Fish, squids, shrimps, and crabs are safe for human consumption provided that they are fresh and washed

thoroughly, and internal organs such as gills and intestines are removed before cooking.

The following areas continue to be FREE from toxic red tide: coastal waters of Cavite, Las Pifias, Parafiaque, Navotas,
Bulacan, and Bataan (Mariveles, Limay, Orion, Pilar; Balanga, Hermosa, Orani, Abucay, and Samal) in Manila Bay; mariculture areas
in Infanta, coastal waters of Bolinao, Anda, Alaminos, Sual, and Wawa, Banl In Pangasinan; mariculture areas In Rosarig, and Sto.

.- Tomas In La Union; coastal waters of Pampanga; Masinloc Bay in Zambales; Pagbilao Bay, Pagbilao, and coastal waters of Walay,

| Padre Burgos in Quezon; Honda, and Puerto Princesa Bays, Puerto Princesa City, and coastal waters of Inner Malampaya Sound,

| . Taytay in Palawan; coastal waters of Milagros and Mandaon in Masbate; Sorsogon Bay, and Juag Lagoon, Matnog in Sorsogon;
coastal waters of Gigantes Islands, Carles, and Borongon, San Dicnisio in Iloilo; coastal waters of Roxas City, Panay, President
Roxas, and Pilar in Capiz; Saplan Bay (Ivisan and Saplan in Capiz; Mambuquiao and Camanci, Batan in Aklan); coastal waters of
Altavas, Batan, and New Washington in Batan Bay, Aklan; coastal waters of E.B. Magalona, Talisay City, Silay City, Bacolod City,
Hinigaran, and Victorias City in Negros Occidental; Tambobo, and Siit Bays, Siaton; and Bais Bay, Bais City in Negros Orientai;
coastal waters of Daram, and Zumarraga, Cambatutay, Irong-irong, Maqueda, and Villareal Bays In Samar; coastal waters of
Guiuan In Eastern Samar; coastal waters of Leyte, Calubian, Ormoc, Sogod, Carigara Bay, and Cancabato Bay, Tacloban City
in Leyte; coastal waters of Biliran Island; Tantanang Bay In Zamboanga Sibugay; Murcielagos Bay in Zamboanga del Norte and
(Sapang Dalaga, and Baliangao) in Misamis Occidental; Panguil Bay, Tangub City, and coastal waters of Ozamiz City In'Misamis
Occidental; coastal waters of Baroy in Lanao del Norte; Taguines Lagoon, Benoni, Mahinog in Camiguln; Balite, and Pujada Bays,
Mati City in Davao Oriental; Malalag Bay in Davac Occidental and Davao del Sur; coastal waters of Nasipit in Agusan del Norte;
Litalit Bay in Surigac del Norte; and coastal waters of Hinatuan, Cortes, and Bislig Bay in Surigao del Sur. Moreover, San Pedro
Bay in Samar; and Lianga Bay in Surigao del Sur are now free of the toxic red tide. : i

: ISIDRO M. VI 0, JR., MDM
. Officer-in-Charge 7
(PDI - June 29, 2023) ”
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© AGACUTUREDEPTREADES TASHBOARD TOADPOLCIMANNG

By Jordeene B. Lagare Mercedlta Somblllasaldher umt. demand, for pricm, and inputs convmce stakeholders that what
@jordeenelagare ' the DA’s Policy, Pla.nmng and for the public,” Sombilla said. DA is really domg is not really
Regulatlons oﬂice, is coming up 'I'heDAwouldbeabletocome just because we want itdone but

The Department of Agriculture g r a specific’ based on what is
{DA) is developing a transpar- pubhc and mdustry stakeholders pe.nod and make-_ E‘nft-:cf.‘:ssary happemng, she added.
ent and well-grounded database - to access various data such as adjustments, ifany;ﬁm’:emeoﬂi- DA is seeking assistance

g o

s’.".":

_ that will guide the agency in the . supply, demand, price, produc- cial dam ﬂ:ePhll;gp Sm— ..;.fxom the United N"“ ns’ Food
decision-making process involv- tionand import volumes. ‘usticsAumnrliycomes -and Agnculturé Organizaﬁon
ing the essential agriculture sec- “'m hoping by the third “I think what we rean'y need 4 d Asia Pacific
tor, aranldngofﬁmal said. CLuarterlellalreadyhaveanop- s transparent, well-grounded G ﬂege to aet u dambase

: p the data
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- Be wary of jellyfish,
BFAR warns public

THE Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) in
Central Visayas warned the pub-
lic to avoid being stung by jel-
lyfish following the death of a
31-year-old tounst in Sta. Fe on
Bantayan Island.

Director Allan Poquita said the
box jellyﬁsh can trigger allergies
and high blood pressure that may
lead to death.

The woman who died, Leslie
Mardonero of Bohol, was on vaca-
tion in Sta. Fe and had been swim-
ming with some friends on Sunday

when her chest turned reddishand

she collapsed.
A nurse and a physician who
were also on vacation tried to
' revive the woman but failed.
Councilor Jaypee Lao from Sta.
_Fe, who is also active in local tour-
ism, said the municipal govern-
ment has posted several advisories
warning people about the presence
of jellyfish in the area.
The presence of jellyfish in Sta.

Fe is prevalent during the summer
season but decreases in July.

The Philippine Red Cross
warned that jellyfish stings can
cause discomfort, pain and respi-
ratory problems. It advised those
stung by jellyfish to remove any re-
maining tentacles and scrape them
off with a blunt object. Douse the
area with vinegar or soak the area
for 20 minutes.

- The Cleveland Clinic advised
against using urine to treat poison-
ous jellyfish. In fact, peeing on a
jellyfish could make the sting worse.

Meanwhile, the American Red
Cross recommends using hot
water with a temperature of 106

to 113 Fahrenheit for 20 minutes -

‘until the pain has been relieved.
Topical lidocaine gel can soothe
the area and lessen the pain.

If there are signs of anaphylaxis
or shock in the patient, he or she
should be rushed to a hospital

immediately.
ANGELICA M. TAPAS

Page

of



The Manila Times”

Date;: OUNE 20, aD23 page: &y
Nz LIBRARY

i Leveling up the country’s
‘agricultural value chain

Second of two parts

MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
D. DAR

N the first part of this

two-part column-series,

I discussed the short-term
recommendations of the -
Asian Development Bank

. (ADB) report released in June 2022 titled “Analysis of Fruit
and Vegetable Value Chains in the Philippines” to level up
the country's agricultural value chain.

The recommendations for six to 12 months are, and let
me quote most of them, are: address input supply issues;
provide training of producers in good agricultural practices
(GAP), better harvesting technique, and improved post-
harvest and processing technologies/practices; promote
mechanization and irrigation to reduce labor costs and
product handling; make plastic crates available to produc-
ers; promote community-based post-harvest and processing
facilities; and increase access to credit and crop insurance.

While the ADB report covered tomato, onions and mango,
it can give us an overview and valuable insights of the vari-
ous value chain issues in the agriculture sector.

Meanwhile, the mid- to longer-term recommendations or from
12 months and beyond are as follows, and let me quote some
of them: strengthen agricultural extension services through the
Province-led Agriculture and Fisheries Extension Systems (Pafes);
strengthen market development services for agricultural products;
and support investment on climate-smart infrastructure develop-
ment including post-harvest, processing and marketing facilities.

Pafes as platform

It was during my watch at the Department of Agricultire (DA)
that the Pafes was conceptualized, and more and more provincial
governments are putting that system in place. The ADB report
cited that there are 13 Pafes already established in the country,
and I see more being set up in the future.

Besides providing full support for the Pafes, the ADB
report recommended that concerned provincial local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) forge linkages and foster close col-
laboration with the DA and its regional field offices, other
LGUs, state universities and colleges, and the private sector
in delivering extension services to the grassroots level.

The ADB report also reiterated the criteria used for se-
lecting a province where Pafes will be implemented. “The
criteria used in the selection of the province is based on
capacity, interest and governance. Pafes is being rolled out
following a learning by doing approach, with the goal of
integrating, coordinating and strengthening the various
service delivery systems now operating,” it said.

Under Pafes, the province serves as an extension hub to syn-
chronize agricultural plans and programs, and orchestrate the

- activities of various stakeholders including the private sector
and the academe. For its part, the DA will co-plan, co-invest, co-
implement and co-monitor priority projects in the province, as
the province embarks on specialization of crops and commodities

| to optimize comparative and competitive advantages.
For strengthening market development services, the ADB
report said there is a need to push digitalization with es-

tahlinchmmant Af anlina tradinaldiaital marbotina nlatfarme

311 DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

It said this should be undertaken “in partnership with the

~private sector; web-based market information platform

under the management of the DA Information Technology
Center in close coordination with the DTI (Department of
Trade and Industry) [and] DoST (Department of Science and
Technology).” For the private sector, the Philippine Cham-

| ber of Commerce and Industry can be engaged as it has a

network nationwide and is also advocating digitalization.
Also, the DA-Agribusiness and Marketing Assistance Ser-

vice can closely coordinate with the DTI to level up market

linkages/matching and market promotion.

Food terminals and storage facilities

The last long-term recommendation of the ADB report is to, and let
me quote, supportinvestment on climate-smart infrastructure devel-
opment including post-harvest, processing and marketing facilities.

One of the major components of this recommendation is the
establishment of food terminals and cold storage facilities.

Specifically for mango, which the ADB report covered,
four new food terminal markets for Region 1 (Ilocos Region)
while for Region 9 (Zamboanga Peninsula) are recommend-
ed for construction. A food terminal facility in Dipolog City,
Zamboanga del Norte will need renovation or expansion.
Also, three new food terminal markets are recommended
for Zamboanga del Norte and Zamboanga City.

Also, 12 packing houses were recommended to be built for
mango handling in Bulacan and Nueva Ecija; one in Iloilo; and
three in Bukidnon. Also, the packing house in Dipolog City
should be renovated and three new facilities be built in Zambo-
anga del Norte and Zamboanga City. A mango processing plant to

-produce dried mango and puree was recommended for Guimaras.

For onion, the ADB report said that nine onion farmer-
members of two farmers' cooperatives/ associations who are
not covered by the Philippine Rural Development Project are
seeking one cold storage plant, two onion hanger storage facili-
ties and refrigerated trucks. Such facilities, I believe, fan also
be used for other farm commodities like vegetables.

For tomato, the following equipment were recommended
for Nueva Ecija and Bulacan: two new cold storage plants; 12
new packing houses; seven village-level processing facilities
and equipment; and 14 refrigerated vans. For the tomato-
producing municipalities of Bukidnon, the recommended
facilities are packing houses and refrigerated trucks/vans.

Clearly, the ADB report shows that more investments in
post-harvest, processing, storage and transport facilities
must be made to level up the value chain system in the
Philippines. Although the study covered only three com-
modities, I would not be surprised that similar findings
will be made on other major crops like corn and vegetables.

Let me also emphasize that consolidation and clustering should
be pursued or implemented over the long term as this will facili-
tate the delivery of the measures recommended by the ADB report.

Organized or clustered food producers are also easier to rally
¢~ ' ol up the Philippine agricultural value chain,
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”App helps older r|ce farmers get free seeds
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- M The Binlll e-Padala system has fadlitated the delivery of certified Inbred rice seeds to senior farmers under the Rice (ompetltiveness Enllancement Fund-Seed
Program. PHOTO FROM PHILRICE WEBSITE

THE Binhi e-Padala system has
‘improved the delivery of certified
inbred rice seeds to senior farm-
ers under the Rice Competitive-
ness Enhancement Fund (RCEF)-
Seed Program implemented by
the Philippine Rice Research
Institute (PhilRice).

Dominga Caranta, a 72-year-old
farmer from Rosario, La Union,
~said the system’s utilization of
-digital technology eliminated the

need for her to wake up early and
skip breakfast to join the long
queues for seed distribution.

Through the Binhi e-Padala

app or system, farmers receive

text messages informing them
of their claiming schedule and
a unique code to present when
receiving seeds.

“As we follow a ‘first come, first
served’ policy, I used to wake up
at 4 a.m. and sacrifice meals just
to ensure I was ahead of the hun-
dreds of fellow farmers scheduled
to receive the seeds,” she said.

who inmally had limited experience
with technology, said she appreciates
'how mobile technologies made seed
distribution more organized.
During the 2021 wet and 2022
dry seasons, approximately, more
than 35 percent of the 91,000
RCEF-Seed Program beneficiaries
served by the PhilRice office in
Batac City, llocos Norte were 60

Another senior farmer, Romana ° years old and above.

Udan, 84 years old from San Juan, La
Union, said that the system or app's
scheduling feature removed the

_hassle associated with distribution.

Teresita Gacute, a 64-year-old

farmer from Sto. Domingo, Ilocos Sur,

PhilRice said the system also fast-
tracked the financial transactions
between the institution and the pro-
gram's accredited seed cooperatives.

To facilitate the implementa-
tion of Binhi e-Padala, farmers’

Page of

ccbperatives and associations
gathered their member’s details
for inputting into the system dur-
ing the pre-registration.

During the distribution sched-
ule, pre-registered farmers prompt- '
ly receive their seed allocation after
presenting a valid ID and voucher.

~ The RCEF Seed Program is a
component of Republic Act 11203,
or “Rice Tariffication Law,” which
allocates P3-billion funds every
year to develop, propagate and
promote high-quality inbred rice
seeds to help improve the competi-
tiveness of Filipino rice farmers.

CONRAD M. CARINO
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Leyte towns get solar |rr|gat|on systems

THE Department of Agriculture
LEQ) office in the Eastern Visayas has
ed over solar- powered irrigation
!system (SPIS) projects in two Leyte
itowns to enhance rice productivity.
| Members of Sitio Patag Farmers
Association in Macupa village in
Leyte, Leyte received on Tuesday the
P5.9-million worth of SPIS that will
bring water to 10 hectares of farm.
. Last week, rice farmers of Guin-
gauan village in Tabontabon, Leyte
also received the P6.2-million SPIS
that will also cover 10 hectares.-
' “This is to promote the use
of renewable energy and make
water accessible to rice farmers.
The SPIS is an irrigation system
powered by solar energy, consists
of one or more solar panels, a
qpump, electronic controls, or a
«controller device to operate the
pump, storage tank, and convey-

_ance structures as apphcable,

said DA Eastern Visayas Regional

Executive Director Andrew Orais.
In a statement, Leyte town May-

or Arnold James Ysidoro thanked -

the Agriculture department for

the realization of the project in °
the village, providing a boost to

the local rice sector.
izl chal].enge_ the farmer’s asso-

ciation to work on how to fully

maximize the benefits of the proj-
ect among the farmer members

~and the community to furtherspur &

rural development,” Ysidoro said.

Orais said at least 20 units of
SPIS have been turned over to dif-
ferent farmer’s groups in Eastern
Visayas since 2019.

“There are requests for SPIS, espe-
aallymsomermnfedareasofthere—
gion, but we have to validate through
our engineering division,” he added.

* .l Members of Sitio Patag Farmers Association in Maalpa:‘;rlllage in Leyte, Leyte

chedk the new solar-powered irrigation system project in their community. The SPIS

will bring water to 10 hectares of rice farms. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

. The SPIS is one of the innova- rellable, inexpensive and sustain-
 tive strategies of DA in promoting  able energy to lmgate producuon

renewable energy utilization in areas covered by rice, corn or

the country since it can provide high-value crops. PNA
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27 agri gr0ups to get
coco processing facilities

. WENTY-SEVEN coconut-based farmers
5 cooperatives and associations (FCAs) were
B shortlisted by the Philippine Center for
X Postharvest Development and Mechanization

“(PHilMech) as recipients for shared processing

“facilities (SPFs) thatwill be funded by the Coconut
“Farmers and Industry Trust Fund (CFITF) as
stipulated by Republic Act 11524 or the “Coconut
Farmers and Industry Trust Fund Act.”

PHilMech Executive Director
Dionisio Alvindia said the agency
has started the process of enabling
FCAs to manage, operate and
maintain the SPFs with trainings
conducted since early this year. He
added that more coconut FCAs will
be added to the shortlist. -

“PHilMech is stepping up the
distribution at no cost of SPFs to
qualified coconut-based FCAs to be
funded under the Coconut Farmers

and Industry Trust Fund or CFITE,
and identifying the cooperatives
and associations to be part of the
shortlist of SPF recipients is one
crucial step for that,” he said.
Alvindia added that coconut-
based FCAs that will receive the
SPFs must have their own land and
warehouse or shelter/shed to house
the facilities. PHilMech is initially
getting P500 million for the estab-
lishment of the SPFs. TMT
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Group says some farmers skip
rice planting on El Nino fears

OOD security advocacy group
Tugon Kabuhayan expressed
~ concern over the reluctance of rice
farmers to plant, given the looming El
Nifo threat.

“Most people think that EINifio
is already here and [some are re--
luctant] to plant palay,” Norbert
Chingcuanco, Tugon Kabuhayan
co-convenor said.

“It is in contrast to what sci-
ence and history is saying El
Nifio will bring more rain before
it starts and current forecast is
reduction in rainfall will only be
felt not until October,” he said.
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palay up 9.1% in April

HE average farmgate price of

unmilled rice rose by 9.1 percent

year-on-year in April, as all
regions recorded higher quotations
during the period, according to the
latest data from the Philippine Statistics

Authority (PSA).

PSA data showed that the av-
erage farmgate price of palay in
Aprilreached P18.79 perkilogram,
P1.56 higher than the P17.23 per
kg recorded a year ago.

“At the nationallevel, the aver-
age farmgate price of palay went
up to P18.79 perkilogramin April
2023, which indicates an annual
increase of 9.1 percent from the

P17.23 perkilogramin April2022.

Similarly, it posted a month-on-
month increment of 1.2 percent
from its price level of P18.57 per
kilogramin March2023,"theagen-
cy said in its latest report.
Among the regions, the highest
farmgate price of palayin Aprilwas
observed in Region 10 (Northern
Mindanao) at P20.77 per kg, while
the lowest farmgate price of palay
was still postedin Region 8 (Eastern
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farmgate price ng palay ng sam
2022 nanasa ay dahil sa mataas na

. production costsalokal at

onth MFE sa labas ng bansa.
~month-on-month incre- = : ak nito na
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sa bili-  sapat ang supply ng bigas
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THE country has a sufﬂclent supply of rice, the
Department of Agriculture (DA) assured the public
on Tuesday, amid the surge in the prices of the
country’s staple food.

In a statement, DA Senior Undersecreiary Leocadio

Sebastian said the rice supply is enough to meet the.
' food requirements in the third quarter of 2023.- -

Filipinos

gebastmn said the carry-over stock of 1.8 million
metric tons (MMT) milled rice'and import arrival of
1.8MMT areenough tofill in the demand and consump-
tion of seven MMT from January to June. 2

“By the end of June, the sto¢k available will be good
for more than two months, in (addition) to the incoming

LIBRARY
NDEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

1

supply from the new harvestand i 1import arrivalsin the

coming months,” Sebastian, who heads the DA’s Masa-

gana Rice Indust%' Program (MRIP), said.
Sebastian attributed the current movement in rice

Fn@sfpﬁl gheost of production locally and global-

SwWe this to stabilize,” he said. ;
Hesaid a “bountiful” harvest for the January to June
rice planhng season is seen to boost the supply by 6
"I'lus;sbésed on PhilRice PRISM data of 8.153 MMT
alay productmn in 2022-to 8.605 MMT palay or 5.6
milled rice jn 2023, he said.
Earherthnsmonﬂ\ Pres:glentFerdmandR.Ma:cos]r,
se;er\nn gas DA chief, directed the department tolook
_intoth feasnbxhtyandefﬁctencyofﬂieproposaltobuild
silosasriceand cornstorage to maintain a30-day buffer
stock of agricultural commodities.
Marcos also expressed optimism that the govern-
mentmay surpass 100-percent rice self-sufﬁaency with
its agricultural initiatives. PNA
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What do we want
to see for year 2?

What do we want‘to see for Year 2 of the BBM administra-

e

m sh yabJeTtg build on the gains made by previous
administrations to strengthen the economy. The latest growth
“projections have shown positive developments on gross

in the region.

During the first quarter of 2023, the economy expanded by * I

6.4 percent year-on-year, and this would seem to keep wi

BIZLIN KSW ’gexgl'lbors have shown lower growth

le ls, with Vietnam and Thailand

keelmg, but to prevent it from slidi
down to markedly lower levels li

REY GAMBOA

Thailand’s 2.7 percent or Vxetna:h
3.3 percent.
These two countnes are ofheﬁ Ways.
ben <ed against the Philippines, al our ameﬁ” >

tal gwwth drivers-are different, wlth the dJssm'\iI’anty mos

marked in our reliance on remittances by ovem’éas E!llpmo :

workers and Filipinos living as emigrants md%h ,

Unabashedly, money sent by Filipinos ad h
saved the Philippine economy multiple tlmes,\,ahd have served
as a reliable plug that prevented the dam from draining its life
waters during many crises.

For example, during the pandemic when extended lock-
downs were in place, Fihpmo families staved off starvation
and surprising survived in better shape than many in other
countries, thanks to the continued inflow of financial help

 from their relatives and close kin abroad. :

In fact, year after year, total remittances have mcreased
often to record highs. No doubt, without these monies coming
in, impaired consumer spendmg levels in the country would
have sunk the whole economy since the country is a laggard

major global upheavals, the current govem-.'

-~ the country’s other pillars of growth to solidify growth
mestic growth (GDP) numbers higher than other count:fg; . me

imilar levels in the second quarter. Our ', i,

owing weaker results than everyone ‘ap

;m‘ﬂn.e ack. ~of
‘.. In the comin onfhs the chal
__ lengeisnotjust to keep growth at even

r"an.dtheU' L

| 5&#._

THE pHILIPPINE

in terms of produchwty of many sectors, from agnculture to
semces to industry.”
" Focus on MSMEs

If the Philippines were to im ti;lrcwe on the above, economic
growth would easily surpass the seven percent mark. Such
grounded fundamentals would have made usan unpeachable
tiger economy in the region. . ..

That said, as the BEM adm.tmstrahon enters its second :
year, more attention should really be given to strengthenmg

and long-term. My favorite areas remain a culture

‘entrepreneurship, given the still huge number of -

in thé‘&untry who do not earn enough to transition

status.

‘ol:mg entrepreneurship is about pouring the

: suppor& to the developrnent of micro, small and
S "s

‘The most nﬁ?it'ulous ‘
.~ portations is with salt. Our laws
industry, and sl‘ufted,s oply li

ablish iodizing technolo

! ‘shaire given up of clotﬁmg manufacture in favor of
m China and other smaller countries, when we
continte to have a ung population that needs new clothes
yearly to replace wﬁat they have outgrown.

Our local livestock sector continues to flounder. We now
import more pork and chicken for fast food chains. Shouldn’t
the government put a program to boost local business capa-
blhty to set up the necessary technology to cater to processed
meat ents?

A strong MSME no doubt can provxde more and better
jobs to tens of millions of our countrymen, thus opening new
wealth avenues to those at the lower-income levels and pro-
viding the channels that can lift up close to 20 percent of the

: j_.;Pmﬁtabl]lty to nce farmmg‘ .

' mbealmeetwtauyf.
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populatlon who live in poverty. [
. Encouraging pnvate investments in agriculture 5

Agriculture remains neglected, and this does not only call
for more funds in the sector, but also muchimproved programs |
that can really boost land productivity and make agriculture
profitable for farmers, fisherfolk, and livestock growers.

'The government must tﬁo ‘beyond paying lip service to
its aspiration of ensuring the country’s food security and to
actually come up with a doable programs to strengthen rice
production, reduce corn importation to the barest, invest in
the farming of other grains essential to our food needs, and
protect land for food production.

We need to bring in private investments in local agriculture,
and admit to ourselves that the government is not in the best
overseer of land productivity for food. How many laws have
been passed, for example, to support local rice productlon by 5
our small farmers? i

Perhaps, it is time, in the interest of rice self-sufficienc “ Bt
support a pilot project mvolvu}g pgvahe business tobrmg
would likely e entaﬂ'bvenﬁ <4
" -‘-tst'eould pave the ay

~ dependent on importations, all because we were not able to - immedi
..p;‘?v‘nde the incentives and technical help for our saltindustry . Fora

0 ¢ &P_nemﬁfklng%eﬁmtea'
to reach out more often and even interact with and engage

“our readers, friends and colleagues in the various areas of

interest that I tackle in my column. Please like us on www.
facebook.com/ReyGamboa and follow us on wwwtwﬂ'her )
com/ReyGamboa.

Should you wish to share any insi hts, write me at Lmk :
Edge, 25th Floor, 139 Corporate Center, Valero Street, Salcedo
Village, 1227 Makati City. Or e-mail me at reydgamboa@
yahoo.com. For a compilation of previous articles, visit www.
BizlinksPhilippines.net.
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PH among naticns

most at risk to El Nifio

Climate phenomenon threat to agri sector, GDP growth, says Nomura

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

The Philippines is among Asian
countries that are most vulnerable
to El Nifio in terms of the climate
phenomenon’s impact on eco-
nomic growth which may prompt
a monetary policy rate hike, ac-
cording to Nomura Group.

The Japan-based analysis
and research firm said this as
climate experts announced the
onset of El Nifio, which brings
lower-than-usual rainfall to the
Philippines and poses a threat
to agricultural production.

At the same time, the Unit-
ed Nations’ Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) noted
that international prices of rice
have been increasing.

Nomura said in a report that,
with El Nifio occurring, they ex-
pect fiscal and supply-side poli-
¢ies—such as social assistance,

price controls and subsidies — to
serve as the first line of defense.
“Monetary policy is unlikely to.
be used, though rate cuts could
be delayed,” the company said.
“Given the Philippines’ limited
fiscal space and high inflation
risks, the BSP (Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas) may need to resume its
rate hiking cycle.”

Nomura said El Nifio can
limit agricultural production
and drive higher food inflation,
especially among net importers
of food like the Philippines.

“An El Nifio will likely result
in a stagflationary shock—higher
inflation, lower growth,” the group
said. “Within Asia, we see India,
Philippines and Thailand as more
vulnerable to downside growth
risks, while most countries would
likely suffer the effects of higher
inflation, especially food import-
ers like the Philippines.”

Nomura noted that the Phil-

ippine government plans to im-
port 330,000 metric tons of rice
this year to cover an expected
‘deficit in the buffer stock.

Price hikes

According to the FAQ, inter-
national rice prices increased
further last May.

The UN agency said do-
mestic prices of rice increased
in most exporting countries,
including Vietnam and Thai-
land—from where the Philip-
pines usually imports rice.

Prices of rice in these two
countries increased for the sec-
ond consecutive month in May,
mostly driven by steady de-
mand, as exporters continued
to fulfill contracted shipments
to traditional buyers.

. “Concerns over the poten-
tial impact of the E] Nifio phe-
nomenon, which is normally
associated with below-average

rains in some countries of the
subregion and may affect both
areas planted and yields of 2023
crops, also supported (helped
push up) prices,” the FAO said.

According to Nomura, a se-
vere occurrence of El Nino could
eat away 0.2 percentage point off
Philippine GDP growth.

In an advisory dated June 8,
the United States-based Climate
Prediction Center (CPC) declared
that El Niflo conditions are pres-
ent and are expected to gradual-
ly strengthen into the Northern
Hemisphere winter 2023-2024.

“In May, weak El Nifio con-
ditions emerged as above-av-
erage sea surface temperatures
strengthened across the equato-
rial Pacific Ocean,” the CPC said.

The agency added that there
was a 56-percent chance that El
Nifio will be “strong” and an
86-percent chance of “exceed-
ing moderate strength.” ma
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PALAY PRICES UP SLIGHTLY IN APRIL 2023

THE monthly average
farmgate price of “palay”
(unmilled rice) in the coun-
try went up to P18.79 per
kilogram (kg) in April, the
Philippine Statistics Au-
thority (PSA) reported on
Tuesday.

The figure is higher by 1.2
percent from March 2023’s
price of P18.57 per kg and
9.1 percent more to April
2022’s price level of P17.23
per kg.

Among the regions, the
highest farmgate price of
palay in April 2023 was
recorded in Northern Min-
danao at P20.77 per kg, fol-
lowed by liocos Region with

an average price of P20.40
per kg.

Northern Mindanao also
posted the highest annual
increase in farmgate prices
of palay at 14.6 percent,
while the Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region (CAR)
logged the lowest annual
increase at 3.7 percent.

Farmgate prices of palay
in Central Luzon, dubbed as
the country’s rice granary,
is P20.02 per kg, slightly
higher than the P19.87 per
kg posted in March 2023.

Meanwhile, the lowest
farmgate price of palay was
posted in Eastern Visayas at
P16.09 per kg. Next is Cara-

ga and Calabarzon (Region
4A) with P17.47 and P17.58
per kg, respectively.

PSA said that 12 regions
recorded monthly increas-
es in the average farmgate
price of palay this year
in April while CAR, llocos
Region, Cagayan Valley
and Eastern Visayas posted
decreases for the same
period.

Among the regions,
Northern Mindanao still
registered the highest
monthly increase at 5.8
percent, while Cagayan
Valley recorded the highest
decrease of 3.9 percent.

Michael Ricafort, chief

Page

economist at Rizal Commer-
cial Banking Corp., attrib-
uted the increase in palay
prices to warmer weather
and drought in some Asian
countries that somewhat
reduced rice supplies.

“Rice importation, es-
pecially during the lean
season, could help augment
local rice supplies and lower
prices, provided it does not
coincide with farmers’ har-
vest season,” he said.

Ricafort added that the
El Nifio could potentially
reduce local palay output
and somewhat lead to slight
increase in rice prices.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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producer lacks

hcense to offer securities

By VG CaBuAG Ya@villyge

HE Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) has advised
the public against investing in

Moca Farm or in Moca Farm Dairy
Inc., which operates an online trading
platform, as it has not been authorized
to solicit investments.

Based onreportsandinformation
gathered by the agency, Moca Farm
claims that it specializes in produc-
inghigh-qualitydairyproductsfrom

afamily-ownedand operatedagricul-

tural venture. It also claims that its
farm is dedicated to sustainable and

i
responsiblefarmingpractices, ensur-
ing thatits milk and other products
‘areofthehighestqualityand taste.”

An investor, who will be asked
to register in the company’s online
trading platform, can invest P50 for
a condensed milk, and will have to

doublehismoneyin f1ve daysandwill
havefivelevels ofinvestments start-

ingatP400to P12,790,all promising,

at least double their investments in
120 days. 5

In this regard, the SEC said an
investment contract, whichisa kind

of security, exists when there is an

investment or placement of money
in a common enterprise with a rea-

_sonable expectation of profits to be

derived from the efforts of others
which is prominent in the scheme
of Moca Farm.

Assuch, the Securities Regulation
Coderequiresthatsaid offerandsale
of securities must be duly registered
with the SEC and the entity or its
agents should have the appropriate
registration and license to sell such
securities to the public.

“The transactions entered by
Moca Farm or in Moca Farm Dairy

‘said.

Inc. through their online tradmg
platform are considered investment
contracts and must be registered
with the Commission,” the agency

The investment scheme of Moca
Farm has the characteristics of a
Ponzischeme, promising exorbitant
rates of return with little to no risk
at all to the investors, the SEC said.
SEC said Moca Farm is not reg-
istered with the agency, either as a
corporation or a partnership.

“Hence, the public is advised not

to invest or stop investing in any
investment scheme being offered
by any individual or group of per-
sons allegedly for or on behalf of
Moca Farm or in Moca Farm Dairy
Inc. and to exercise caution in deal-

ing with any individuals or group of

_ persons soliciting investments for

and on behalf of it,” the agency said.
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Diokno: Salt, sugar
tax measure ready
for HOR by 3rd qtr

By BurcH FERNANDEZ
L @butcthM ;

INANCE and health manag-
F ers expect to be ready with
an administration mea-
sure embodying the proposed
salt-and-sugar tax package, for
submission to the House of Rep-
‘resentatives, by the third quarter
of the year.. [

Finance Secretary Benjamin

Diokno gave this projection, while
. vowing that the bill will be a “sci-
ence-based” policy option, amid
criticismthatitmayundulyburden
the poor who patronize relatively
cheaper sugary drinks and salt-
laden snacks.

“Ourplanis, by the third quar-
ter, we will endorse aproposedad-
ministration bill with the House
of Representatives, where all
money measures must emanate,”
Dioknoisaid, partly in Filipino, in

aninterview Wednesdaywith Rey

Pacheco of DWIZ aired on A11w23
TV.

Diokno was asked for comment
on the remarks of some hardline
health advocates—on the other
end of the argument—that gov-
ernment imposing tax on what
it concedes to be unhealthy food
sounds exploitative, meaning, it
should simply considerbanningal-
togetherverysalty orlow-nutrient
food.

‘Diokno replied, “we always
consider the greatest good for
the greatest number,” citing as
. example policy options on rice.
“Inrice, wedon'tjust considerrice
farmers; but also the millions of
rice consumers.”

Right now, he said, the govern-
ment tries to control salt and sugar
levels and other food ingredients
with potential adverse impacts,
throughregulationviaagencieslike
the Food and Nutrition Research
Institute.

Regarding the sugarydrinkstax,
he added that “we already have ex-
isting rates for that, we just want
to s:mphfy and collapse into one
rate.” The tax on sugar-sweetened
beverages was firstimposed under

the TR.AIN law of 2018.

- Diokno acknowledged the re-
port of the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) saying diabetes
is becoming “too widespread,”
and he stressed how “it cuts
longevity and affects quality of
life.”

So, as‘a policy reform, govern-
ment tries “to discipline” people’s
lifestyles and shape behavior, i.e.,
in sugar consumption.

He likened the situation fac-
ing them to the government’s
approach in e-cigarettes. “We
call them sin products, right?” he
noted, and expressed hope that
the proposal (to replace 6 percent
on the existing two-tier sugar-
sweetened beverage tax with a
single rate of 12 percent) would
help curb the direi TEpatts of high
sugar levels.

Moreover, Diockno noted that it
isnotjustconsumerswhorespond
to policy tweaks using taxation.
There is a response as well of
some (manufacturers) who could
sometimes “reduce the sweeten-
ing ingredients.”

He noted that in the past,
“The industry makes its own
response” to new impositions
by government.

Thatiswhy, hesaid, he recent-
ly dangled what he also called a
“sweetener” to food manufactur-
ers: theright toimport their own
sugar needs. “Recall the time
when they had to close down
some factories because: sugar
prices locally became too high,”

he said, partly in Filipino. The .

DOF may allow them to source
50 percent of their sugar needs
from domestic products; and
import 50 percent.

Meanwhile, Diokno noted that
“chichirya” per se is not being
targeted enmasse by the finance
and economic agencies.

The snacks that don’t have

‘high sugar content, for example,

peanuts, which boost the brain,
won'tbe covered by the proposed

measure. Also, “some stuffwebuy

from sidewalks won’t be covered
by law.”
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Solar-powered cold storage facility unveiled in Benguet

HEmunicipality of BuguiasinBenguet
_ province recently inaugurated a

solar-powered cold storage facility,

which was built with assistance from the
Japanese government.
~ Tachikawa Jumpei, First Secretary.
and Agriculture Attaché of thé Embassy
of Japan in the Philippines, attended the
inauguration ceremony for the solar-
powered cold storage facility in Buguias.
The event was also graced by
Benguet Governor Melchor Diclas,
Buguias Mayor Ruben Tinda-an, Japan
Agricultural Exchange Council Executive
Director Sakamoto Ryoji, officials of the

Departmentongriculture,and otherlocal
government officials,

Farmers in Benguet frequently face the
challenge of earning low income despite
harvesting competitive and high-quality
produce, according to a statement from
the embassy.

Despite being known as the“SaIad Bow!
of the Philippines” and having favorable

" climate for growing vegetables, Benguet
suffers from an unstructured production

system, subpar post-harvest handling

procedures, and unstable product prices.
To aid the farmers in Benguet, the

Japan Agricultural Exchange Council

(JAEC), a lapanese NGO, has been
implementing the Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) Grassroots

Cooperation Project since 2007.
Among other things, JAEC carried out
dissemination activities for safe yegetahle

farming techniques and improved post-
" harvest procedures. Howeyer, the activities.
for this initiative were suspended in 2019,

due to the Covid-19 pandemic,

In2021, through the funding support of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, JAEC
commenced the Safe Vegetable Production

Technology Dissemination and Vegetable

Distribution System Improvement Project.

The farmers were equipped with various
Japanese farming technniogles under this
initiative. :
This project will also enable the
development ofa cold chain system through
the completed solar-powered cold storage

fadility in the Municipality of Buguias,

Benguet, as well as the other cold storage
supplies and equipment.

By enhancing the quality of the produce -
through an effective distribution system,
the Japanese embassy said farmer’s income:

are expected to improve and their losses to
decrease, while consumers may benefit from

buying healthy, fresh, and quality vegetables.
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exporter, saiditisable toshipfishtoother
countries with stringent requirements

like Japan and Canada.
The companj said it has partnered with
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) FishRightand Seatrace
International Inc. to promote responsible fish
_sourcing, reversing the adverse impact of
- illegal, unreported, unregulated (IUU) fishing.
“Sustainability of thé supply chain is
something | championand believe in. We
help the community by investing in the
supply chain and by teaching people. We
become the linkage [between fishermen
and the market],” FS| General Manager
CarinaOngTanduring Philippine Chamber
of Agriculture and Food Inc/s forum titled

FISHTA Seafood Inc. (FSI), a seafood

BusinessMirror

A hvvader book at todays busines
29 JUN 2023 BUY
Date: Page: s
I
R Z LIBRARY

I DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

'FSl exports fish to Japan Canada via USAID program

! "Usapang Pagkain.”

The company said it sources products
from fishing communities in Busuanga,
Palawan and helps at least 50 women in
these communities.

‘FSl, aspinofffrom parentfirmaquaculture

feeds producer Santeh Feeds Corp. (SFC),
suppliesseafoodto supermarkets, restaurants,

and overseas markets from its owned or

contracted farms. These are in the form of
live, frozen, chilled, and smoked products.

Ithasinvestedin the seafood supply chain
to achieve fish production sustainability,
ensure its products’ safety, and reach bigger
local.and export markets.

The company has invested in facilities— -

blast freezing, indirect contract freezing, and
individually quick frozen technology.

“This is an exampfe of the idea of

~ introducing innovation and market linkage

direct to the source, from the fishing
communities themselves, We buy their

productsdirectfromthem, andtheynolonger

have to go to traders,” said Tan. ]
“It's a program that gives attention to
theislanditself. Otherfishing communities
go to us for the replication of this program.
We can contribute these ideas to the

seafood industry because we have access

to technology and markets. This way, we
can make animpact directly to fisherfolks.”
With its ability for traceability, food safety s
ensured. Consumersareabletosend feedbackon
the quality of a seafood pmduct as their origin
may be traced. With traceability, the company
can pull back products in the market that pose

any adverse risk on human health.

“We are still'in the process of creatlng
our RSS [responsibility sourced seafaod
standard] Policy to achieve 100 percent

‘traceability and transparencyin our upply

chain,” said Tan.
FSl's parent firm, SFC, was founded by
PCAFI Chalrman Philip Ong in 1990.
SFChboasts of IS0-certified manufacturlng
facilities that produce“optimally bioavailable
ingredients” for fast seafood growth and for

~ environmental sustainability.

FSI's program with USAID aims to
sustain food production while protecting
the seas and fish populations.

The USAID program recognizes that the
Philippines loses an estimated P68.5 billion
yearly from [UU fishing.
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Japan'’s soaring fish prices hit healthy eatlng elderly hardest

totheirdiets is getting increasingly
more expensive for older adults
inJapan.

The nation's food inflation surged to a
47-year high in May, with the price of fish
increasing by 14.8 percent compared tothe
year before, while gains in meat price tags
remained at a more modest 8.6 percent,
according to data released by the Statistics
Bureau of Japan.

~ That means the nation’s elderly aged
70 and over, who spent an average of
more than 7,000 yen ($48.73) on fish per
month according to the latest household

' A HEALTHY eatmg habitofaddingfish

spending data, are feeling a much larger

inflationary hit than younger people.
Those aged 20-29 only spent less than a
third of that amount on fish.

Fish remains a major source of protein
in Japan, and is particularly important for
senior citizensto help reduce loss of muscles
‘and brain cells.

The government has announced an
increase of monthly pension payments
‘for the first time in 3 years this year,
which would raise pensioners’ income by
an amount between 1.9 percent and: 2.2
percent.

But that’s not quite enough for the
growing number of older people facing a
higher cost of living, as overall inflation

AVISITOR at Nijo fish' market in Sapporo, Hakl:aldo, s :
Japan, on April 17, 2023, NORIKO HAYASHI/BLOOMBERG Rk

remains ahove 3 percent, while the number
of workers contributing to the pension
system also shrinks.

Food prices in Britain

BRITAIN'S biggestsupermarketssaid they're
keeping food prices as low as possible in
responseto questions from UK politicians on
whether they're profiteering from rampant
inflation on groceries.

Representatives from Tesco Plc, |

Sainsbury Plc, Asda and Morrisons were
asked whether they have been “behaving”
in their pricing for cash-strapped shoppers,
by politicians on the House of Commons
Business and Trade committee on Tuesday.
All'the supermarkets highlighted that their

profits have declined in the past year as -

they have tried to minimize price increases.
“Weare acutely aware of the pressure that
many millions of ordinary people have come

" underasa resultofthis cost-of-living crisisand

food inflation in particular,” said David Potts,

‘Chief Executive Officer of Morrisons.

Supermarkets are in the political
spotlight as food emerges as a larger
contribution to inflation than energy. The
consumer prices index rose the same amount
in May as the previous month, surprising
markets and leading to a larger-than-
expected Bank ofEngland raterise lastweek.

‘Grocers have been passing on some price
cutsin recent weeks including in staples like
milk, bread'and butter. Those measures led
to food price inflation falling for a second
month to 14.6 percent, according to the

British Retail Consortium. That's still- well
above the average inflation in shops at

8.4 percent.

Asda is still lowering prices despite

higher debt payments after its takeover by
thebllllonalrelssabrothersandTDR(apnaI
said Kris Comerford, chief commercial officer
at Asda. i

“We are inflating “behind our
input costs,” said Rhian Bartlett, food
commercial director at Sainsbury.

* The supermarkets were asked to justify
paying out dividends to investors when
their customers are so badly off. Scrutiny
was also placed on' executive salaries,
particularly Sainsbury CEO Simon Roberts
who took home £4.95 million (6.3 mlllmn)
in pay last year.

“How is that justifiable when people

- who come into stores are suffering from a

grotesque costofliving crisis?”asked Labour
MP Andy McDonald.

Earlier this week Sainsbury unveiled
plans to make £15 million worth of price
cuts on household staples inc'!uding pasta,
rice and cornflakes while discounter Aldi
lowered the price of toilet roll' by 24 pence.
Marks & Spencer Group Plc reduced prices
on more than 70 items earlier in June,

while Morrisons announced its sixth round
of price cuts this year, costing the retailer

£26 million. Bloomberg News
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