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Marcos Jr. is said to have won the

JARIUS BOND‘OC

of more sugar ﬁnaﬂy make it

- affordable for cons mers? Or
will it enrich trade cartelists like be

The 150,000 tons addltional sug.

is supposedly for buffer — -standby for

emergency, shortage, prme splkee We wep

heard that before. -

- The Sugar Regulatory Adnumstra-
tion already imported such;b, '
for 2023. Still retail prices _'
P100-P140 a kilo. &

SRASugarOrdeJ: No. 6, Feb 15 2023,

 states: “Section 4 Volume‘and Type of
Sugam = ¢
“4.1 Two hundIed thousand metric
tons (200,000 MT) shall be allocated to
Consumers.
“4.2 Two hundred forty thousand
metric tons (240,000 MT) shall be al-

located as buffer stock, for release to

consumers upon the approval of the
SRA board.”

So what's the new buffer for? Did
SRA botch its data gathering?

There’s only one sugarcane planting-
harvest-milling season per year, Octo-
ber-May Producers vary only by a few
weeks in Cagayan, Tarlac, Pampanga,
Batangas, Camarines, Ormoc, Iloilo,
Capiz, Negros, Bukidnon, Davao and
Cotabato. SRA must research supply
to determine if the country will export
orimport.

But favoritism marred Sugar Order
No. 6. Agriculture Senior USec. Do-
mingo Panganiban admitted choosing
amonth prior only three traders, from a
three-page list of 120, to import 440,000
tons. Those three had met with President

- Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in Malacafiang, a
‘photo of which went viral. Panganiban

told senators that Marcos Jr. ordered him -

to limit the selection. -
SRA usually holds open blddmg,

then allocates import volumes tq one

‘or two dozen traders. Panga
empted the process. ‘That resu
what Sen. R1sa,anh\reros denounced
as govemment-sponsoted cartel.”

smportahon

ol ted m J

The favo:ed trio landed Thai sugar
,000 per ton then sold at

Pmﬁteeung P$5a000 B&J"T‘r

at onl
P70,

~ they raked in P19.8 billion from all

ar;? 440, 000 tons Iust like that, Hontiveros

Consﬁiners suffered. Procunng from

the t:;cﬁtf’?’ba kilo, wholesalers distrib--
PéS-upwards &ddmgu-ansport
retailers sold at
P100-P140. Same as during last Christ-
mas’ shortage; but higher than P70-P80
in September 2022. In early 2022 before
the Marcos Jr. admin, it was only P35-
P50 €

Malacafiang and SRA rot only let the
trio set the minimum price but also kept -
it at P70,000 a ton, or P70 a kilo.

Efforts of anti-smugglers were wast-
ed.DA ASec. for Enforcement James La-

m ed 9,827,000

nd s anNovember

iﬁf ‘Government had

.-?%mveﬁbed any capital i 1it. Valuating -

SUgarrat "P100 per kilo, gov-

eﬁiment’ s only loss was the five-percent
tmport duty of P5 akilo. -

- Government muldghukhave sold the
stuff only that che”ayg‘('
~ Still, Malacafiang andSRAretalled

it in Kadiwa rolling stores in poor com-

_munities at the trio’s price of P70 a kilo.

~ Same with the 6,500 tons “smuggled”
in Batangas by one of the trio before
Sugar Order No. 6 came into effect.
Panganiban made Customs return it to
the trader, who sold at P70 000 a ton, or
P70 a kilo.

Panganiban barred industrial us-
ers from importing their own sugar,
but instead buy only from the trio,
Hontiveros bared. Result: prices of
biscuits, juices and other sugared
foods inflated.

- Will SRA set things right with the
forthcoming 150,000 tons? Will consum-
ers ever enjoy P35-P50-a-kilo sugar like
only 15 months ago"

L =

presidency on his promise of P20-a-
kilo rice. One year hence Malacafiang
says that price was only aspirational,
as in “wish ko lang.” Rice retailed
this week in urban centers at P36-P60
a kilo. -
 Grit can make wishes come true. As
concurrent agriculture secretary, Mar-
cos Jr. has a Usec. for rice productivity.
Thousands of experts have pointed out
what need to be done. All await imple-
menting: .
Right seedlings for upland, lowland,
ungated and ramfed ﬁelds Cheaper so-
i irrigation. Cheap-

and sea u-aﬂspork .
A presxdent can work éﬁ a]l those
ultaneously while ﬁxmg ﬁmblems

g up-
- Lik ASec Kristine Evangelista at-
tnbul%b pﬁesent rice prices to higher
pal {aMgate rate: P20-P23 a kilo. At

lay to rice is only 50-60 percent Too low,
compared to 68-76 percent in Thailand
and Vietnam. Marcos Jr. can call in the
problem-solvers. ,

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays, 8
to 10 a.m., dwlZ (882-AM).

Follow me on Facebook: https: [t-
nyurl.com/Jarius-Bondoc

o -
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President eyes PH
as biggest coconut
products exporter

By BETHEENA UNITE %

There is no reason why the Philippines
should not be the biggest producer of co-
conut products for export. ‘

President Marcnﬁ made the statement
during his speech at the 50th found-
ing anniversary celebration of the = _
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) P>

 Imelda Calixto-Rubiano. (Ali Vicoy)
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PCA 50TH ANNIVERSARY — President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. plants a coconut during the 50th anniversary of the Philippine Coconut Authority at the Coconut Palace in Pasay City on Thursday,
June 29, 2023. Also in photo are Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, Agrarian Reform Secretary Conrado M. Estrella I1l, Philippine Coconut Authority Administrator Bernie F. Cruz, and Pasay City Mayor
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President eyes PH as biggest
coconut products exporter 1<

on Thursday, June 29.
“Thisadministration started to for-
mulate the plans on how to redevelop
our coconut industry, how to help our
_coconut farmers. There is no reason

why the Philippines should not be the -

at the coconut industry as an industry,

- noting that “itis now time to revitalize

that economy for the betterment not

only of coconut farmers but the entire.

economy.” -
Replanting and intercropping will

biggest producer of export in terms of - , be included in the effort to bring back

coconut products,” he said.

The President stressed that the
'country 's potential in terms of export-
ing coconlit products is “quite good.”

He said the government is now
“going to sit down to finalize” the
plan. to bolster the country's coconut
production.

“Kaya hinditalaga tama (Thisisnot
right), we cannot allow this very, very
grand opportunity for our farmers to
shp by,” | he said.

: executive said the govern-
'mentlsn&tatapomt where 1tlsloolung

the old glory of the country’s coconut
industry. -

“T am very optimistic that we will
be able to bring back to the coconut
industry... When the government fell
in 1986, all of those very important
programs for the coconut industry
stopped,” he said.

‘Inorder toachieve the goal, Marcos
pointed out that coconut farmers must
get all the support they need, directing
the PCA to improve their conditions.

“Through their hard work, they are
able to pIant take care of, and nounsh

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

. resilient coconut trees necessary

for the emergence of a stronger
coconut industry that we may all

~ reap the benefits of this essential
~ product,” he said. “I thus encour-
~ age the PCA to continue to uplift

the lives of our coconut farmers

-and empower them to improve
their conditions, break free from
 the chains of poverty, and dream

bigger for themselves and for their
loved ones.” :

He also ordered the PCA to
double their efforts in addressing
issues in the industry and invest
in technologies and initiatives that
will safeguard and ensure the resil-
ience of the coconut sector.

He added that the PCA must
intensify the implementation of
the Coconut Farmers and Industry
Development Plan to accelerate
the modernization of the coco-
nut industry and to improve the
lives of coconut farmers and thelr
famlhes
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Nurturing
coconut. After
instructing the
Philippine Coco-
nut Authority to
intensify the im-
plementation of
the development

- plan for industry

modernization
and to invest in
new technolo-
gies to ensure

* the resilience.

of the

beah e
ters a coconut
seedling at the
Coconut Palace
in Pasay City.
PCO PHOTO
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“Enough supply. Trucks: deliver sacks of rice t& Warehouses in‘Tonido, Maniia‘on April ﬂrﬁﬁzawmmemienmrg B
June is good for more than two months. (Pheto, WRHOYCOBM:W Inemeniupst svisest arlf dsiw sdamilgmo:

i

IO S po g LitnoD akd azsdt yd baxilitu 5 8l 2naol AMEM Yo eons!

w:mﬁkcnunh‘i‘. A fu.réherloweuﬁ iﬁctfme‘bf e JﬁMP' WA S }rém’ ¥hen
Sy Ioca'l palay farméts'as it Iiﬁdraﬂ?e‘d’b é&:deﬁtfﬁefufﬁahaﬂmég s T
“THE Kllusang Mirgbubukld og “trading of the st&‘ﬂf@f‘éod‘gﬁ& T8 uhed e DA %étary'pﬁrtf@

* Pilipinas (KMP) said tHe govern. However, thé roﬁbﬂé!%la?y’ef‘ s KMPdémanded refive the 6
‘ment must ﬁ. ush for the pas:. to be considered: 1! 195 -’""‘*"‘Wghﬁﬁ]’tﬂf&"hnd frdke domestic’
?ﬂe of bllls at wOul h’elp the """ "KMP said legislative measures ~ food production a priority by sus-
_country atta'm [gcnum’e ﬁca selﬂ " adVocating food security and food  pending conversion of agricultural
Eufﬁcxcnc‘ﬁ . ; - self-sufficiency stich'asthesRige &' lahdsprovidinga P15,0005ubsidy’
' KMP‘sald oné of ‘the fitst pro- 'Industry Developmént Actand! HeforFilipine Fartmets ahd fiskeffolk,

_posals farmers when President -‘Gcnumc Agratian Reform Bill an@mgfo pereentof thenatdonal ™
F dmand Marcos Jri- @s’uﬁ‘l ed his' " ferhidin pending in Congress. budget for agriculture and ending
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ment of Agriculture (DA) was to increased budget of the DA has tural products starting with the
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Law. However, he did the exact op-
posite and remained callous and indif-
ferent to our demands,” said Rafael
Mariano, KMP chairperson emeritus,
in a statement.

KMP said the lower palay produc-
tion last year at 19.76 million metric
tons (MT) is a proof of the govern-
ment’s lack of support to the rice
industry.

It added the government is “far
from achieving” Marcos’ campaign
promise of bringing down the price
of rice to P20 per kilo, -

“We have only seen rice price surges
in the past year. Worse, the government
has continued relying on the importa-
tion of other common agricultural
items instead of strengthening domes-
tic production to provide the people’s
and country’s food needs,” Mariano
added.

Meanwhile, the DA said there is
enough supply of rice to provide for
the daily food requirement of Filipinos
as the country enters the third quarter
of the year.

In a separate statement, DA
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DA

Undersecretary Leo Sebastian, who
heads the Masagana Rice Industry
Program, said production will go up
6 percent due to “a bountiful harvest
for the January to June rice planting
season.

“This is based on PRISM (Philip-
pine Rice Information System) data
of 8.153 million MT palay production
in 2022 to 8.605 million MT palay or
5.6 million MT milled rice in 2023,
he said.

Sebastian said this volume, plus the
carryover stock of 1.8 million MT
milled rice and 1.8 million MT of
imports will be enough to fill in the
demand and consumption of 7 million
MT from January to June.

“By the end of June, the stock
available will be good for more than
two months, in addition to the incom-
ing supply from the new harvest and
import arrivals in the coming months,”
Sebastian said.

The DA also said current price
movements are due to the high cost of
production locally and globally.

Based on public markets monitor-

ing by the DA in the Natonal Capital
Region yesterday, the per kilogram (kg)
price of imported rice range from P50
to P58 for special variety; P44 1o P48
for premium and; P40 to P48 for well
milled.

No data is available on the price of
regular milled.

For local rice, special variety is at
P48 to P60 per kg; premium at P42 to
P50 per kg; well-milled at P39 to P46
per kg; and regular milled at P35 to
P42 per kg.

Compared to the earliest monitoting
of the DA for the year, the ptice of
some rice varieties are now higher by
P4 per kg at most.

DAs monitoring as of January 2,
price range of imported rice for special
variety is at P46 to P54 per kg; premium
ar P43 to P48 per kg; well-milled at P40
to P44 per kg; and P37 to P38 per kg
for regular milled.

Meanwhile, for local rice, special
variety is at P48 to P60 per kg; premium
at P40 to P48 per kg; well-milled at P38
to P44 per kg; and regular milled at P35
to P40 per kg.

20f
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other products such as copra meal
and desiccated coconut,

“We are thus in a prime position to
harness this advantage to develop this
crucial sector for the benefit of our
economy and our people... There is
no reason why the Philippines should
not be the biggest producer of export
in terms of coconut products,” he said.

GOVT

Marcos said with the advancement
of technologies, it is also important
to continue developing and improv-
ing the coconut-made or based
products as well as to find new uses
and expand its distribution to new
markets.

Coconut production in the
country increased by 1.6 percent

from 3.20 million metric tons
{(MMT) in the first quarter of 2022
to 3.26 MMT in the first quarter
of 2023.

Coconut exports declined by more
than half from $1.04 billion in Janu-
ary to April 2022 to $490.16 million
in the same period in 2023. - Jocelyn
Montemayor
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arcos Jr.'s commltment to gwml

LA “ o

" BYEDISON JB&EPHEONZALES

NDETERRED by his defeat in 2016, and
fully commltted to hls wsmn of a united
Ferdinand R. Marcos

9 T
< ,,m government

“in 2022 He has remamed resg e in his desire
i to steward the ﬁlhpmo people towyds an era of_
--}‘*progress and development : v
e bile v1deo message, the Marcos Jr.
ciwsaid this piece of news is very welcome
w.+as it is coupled with the improving "
~sremployment rate in the country.
‘v The Philippine Statistics Authority
~.announced that the country’s inflation
rate went down to 6.1 percent in

‘May, the fourth consecutive month of
= ~deceleration,

As President, Marcos Jr. vowed to be

‘a leader for every Filipino and stands

* steadfast behind his vision of uniting the

-~nation and delivering a brighter future

»«for the people.

w  Here are some of his remarkable
accomplishments for the Philippines’
economic renewal and long-term
growth, thus restonng prosperity for g

“ieclivngs . Unemployment rate drops

Continuing inflation The efforts by the Marcos administration

slowdown . to create more jobs for Filipinos started to

; «.pay off after the country recorded a drop
i unemploymentiraterto 4.5 percent in
< April 2023, from 5.7 percent in the same
month last year.

The continuing decline of the inflation
rate of the country is an “encouraging”
<-news for the Philippine economy, the
a1 President said. :

Phes 1 op '-"‘ Marcos Irs campaign rallied Filipinos under a message of unity, and that message will be the cornerstone of his policy agenda over the next

L AR RIS P R e
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Manage for S,

climate cha

Acting on the
Jr., the Department of Environ:

irective ¢ of Mars:os.

ent 5-Y

and Natural Resources (DENR) 1&&by~*'ﬂév€lopmént Plan®

Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga ~approved: . . .o o0

created the national environment
and natural resources geospatial
‘mapping tool fot 1dent1fy1ng areas for

Marcos Jr. approved the National
Tourism Development Plan (NTDP)
for 2023 to 2028, which will serve as

reforestation, watershed management “the administration’s blugpnnt and

as well as for the craftrng mining. !-QG developmgnt framework for 1h€_

policies.

Govt can replicate llocos
Norte forest program
The country can adopt a forest
management concept developed
_in Ilocos Norte to ensure the
sustainability of forest projects in the
Philippines, President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. said on M_opday cre
The Ilocos proj tzc1é ﬁnanced
Aslan.Deveic)mem Bank (1‘\’1)85H

involved tree planting, watershed  digitalization and connectivity;
- development and cooperatwe enhancement. of overall tourist *

organization.

i

‘tourism mdustry
The NTDP provides a framework .
to gulde Lhe,dqvelopment and

1mp'lemem‘at10n of‘programs;
projects, and activities towards a

~ sustainable, innovative, inclusive,
and globally competitive tourism
industry.

ATV PULEAINT LA ¥ 1 3 1AC .vmuw PRMURID a6

Mﬁmm gﬁg rs aims to preserve
¥ rkable contributions of

eﬁrNattdhal Tourism

_past Philippine presidents to nation
‘building. It is a must-see attraction

_ featuring heritage museums that -
- provide visitors with a greamr 4

appreciation for the country’s past
and'distinguished leaders.

Pieraa&m Cebu as vital

i

_piece of puzzle

The President said he
J\Qunch of the Pier
~ province as an impo _
puzzle in pushing for con mectivity,
and seamless travel and mtemanonal
trade.

In his speech dunng the launch of“
Pier 88 in Liloan, Cebu, the Premdenf o

NTDP's seven strategic goalr -sald'the'*seaport project will be a*

include improvement of tourism
mfrastructure and‘ aC’cess’ibzllgy,
cohesive and comprehenswe

experience; equahzauon of tourism

Speaking du:ing the celebratlon of product development and promotion;

the Philippine Environment Month,
Philippine Arbor Day, and the 160th

diversification of the tourism
portfolio through multidimensional

Anniversary of the Philippine Foresu'y ‘tourism; maximization of domestic
‘Service held in Quezon City, B{qmdgm 2 \and mternatipna.l tourism;. and

Marcos said that as long as people have
a sense of ownership and belongmg
_in forest preservation, Filipinos: will

do everything they can to preserve the

ecology, forestland and -.-

The extraction of 1 th
oil from th%?unkep M
Empress in Oriental M
been completed, two,days
the target schedule date of
the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
reported.

strengthemng tourism governance
thxough close collaboran

na ( lgxﬁf

d the puﬁhc

e Goldenberg

time the three structures are being

and the Teus Mansion. It is the ﬁyt : .-.

spn board fcp bigger und ertakmgﬁ
ture 4 & .

C \

|h‘ o

or %ﬁqﬂ( in 2

' The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquati¢
Resouttés (BFAR) is now preparing to

‘launch a project that aims to further \

more livelihood opportunities for"!
fisherfolk living in the vicinity of the'
Weat Pthppme Sea (WPS)

Pilot testing of govt food
stamp program

g heritage | " Marcd§ Jr. has approved the pllot
lmpse of ﬂfés' A ﬁatmgiﬁf the food stamp program
1A htenided for one million poor families

as part of the administration’s thrust"

~.to combat poverty, malnutnt:lon and '

The food stalgp progmm.orlthe

Siphoning operations began on May opened to the public. “Walang Gutom 20%’;, ide’
29 with the help of a Dynamic S Spearheaded by Flrst %ﬂdy Liza eLectx_omc enefit fers that will be
Vessel (DSV) Fire Opal charter by Araneta-Marcos, the Malacafang  loaded with fooﬁ“’crédf ‘amounting

Page 3
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. Tourism Secretary Christina Garcia Frasco presents to President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. a Pla

Appreciatmn asthe guest speakgrof;hasoﬂl DoT anniverqmcelebratjon recently. D

 President Marcos Jr's
U3 ST AW 2071

to P3,000 to

purchase a select list of food

commoaitied ﬁoﬁtbsw a(ﬂcféﬂ%d local R

retallers

Yt intends to tﬁrget ﬂie bottom one
' m‘n’lli‘ﬁﬂ hoﬂs eholds from L:s*tahanan g

"3'who belong to the food poor criteria
as defined by the 'P‘hﬂ'lpplne Staﬁsncs
"Autho "tﬁ (‘P
% %3 DSWD' hias identified ﬁve pilot

1090

: sﬂes’coﬂ‘hng from different geopohhcal I
- thrust is improving the economy by attracting -

charﬁétenstlcs o‘ine in the Bangsamoro

" Autonomous Regi ionin Mﬁs’hmMmdanao,-

Il’y}l’fat used to be 2 former cdhﬂlct area;
""onie in gedgraphi i:aliy‘ﬁsdlﬁt%d rEgidns or
provmces, one in urban poorsetnngs, one

will be caiamxty-st!ncken areas, and one_1
will bea ruraI poqr _area '

< fisha it
¢ PIHTUG MBI IS At 26BNV 15026 20008 K] SH91T:

“Marcos Jr. elated over survey f

'The President expressed gladnus over a
survey result showing increased approval
ratin, about how he steers the country, and |
_thanked those who contintie to ti'ds? him '
“and his admlmstranon
Marcos Jr. said the' admmfstranons ma;oi-

more investors and by showing to the world
' that the Philippines is ‘ready for busmess g
* and that it's an Idea]'labof' and mVestmeﬁI- :
destirtafiBRy ™ VIR FRM0> 511 10} ]
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S
plete’ grade

' . BY KRISTINA MARALIT AND REINA C. TOLENTINO

‘incomplete” grade given him and his Cabinet by economic experts as

I)RESIDENT Ferdmand Marcos Jr. on Thursday said he agrees with the
he WIaps up his first y year in office. - - - - » ‘Incomplete’A7
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PBBM and the coconut industry

BY CHARI.ES R.AVILA

EVIEWIING the speecha and declamnons
»f PBBM on the coconut mdustry particu-
larly in'the lengthy no holds-barred dialogues
he had with coconut farmer leaders of Bicolan-
dia and Southem Tagalog in Lucena and Lipa,
‘with the leaders of the Visayas and Mindanao

‘who gaihemd together at Tagbilaran, and with

the national consultation conducted in Makati

where& farmer leaders from ,all three island

regions of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao got

together with then-senator Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos, one cannot miss the following important
pointers repeatedly emphasized by PBBM (all
available in YouTube) in that year of consulta-
tion 2015, just a little less than a decade ago.

Firstly, he showed that he was acutely aware
of the fact that “the coconut advantage is our
nation’s natural advantage.” It had become
clear to him that one of our nation's indubita-
bly natural competitive factors is the “Tree of
Life” — more popularly known everywhere as
the coconut tree, the tree of a thousand useés:
in food, fuel, energy, medicines, detergents
and toiletries; a nut whose every part spells an
invitation to added value and authentic useful-
ness — used in various names and in diverse
forms by all peoples all over the world for the
past so many hundreds of years.

There may be more than a few things going
for the Philippines, but when one thinks of it
— nothing bats the coconut advantage. More
than any feature of this country, it is coconut
that defines the Philippines. And it is coconut
that is the realistic basis for the eco-industrial-
lzauon of the whole country.

The coconut advantage

He lmewthat the world today needs the coco-.

nut more and more: to preserve the environ-
ment with coco-based geo-textiles and anti-
erosion mats and totally degradable plastics
and toxin-neutralizing oil additives; fo do a
maintenance job of the human body against
AIDS and diabetes and SARS and Covid and
heart allments and other degenerative diseases,
to mention just two areas (planetary environ-
ment and human health) of its world-demand
functions aside from the traditional need for
good old coconut oil.

For most of the developed world, coconut is
the greatest source of lauric oil (C12-C14) —
the most desired raw material for both nonfood
products like soaps and toiletries, personal care
and detergent products, and as well for cooking -
oil and fats component of food products.

In addition to food products, wellness items
coming from coconut are in ever greater de-
mand. Recent studies have found that increasing
amounts of coconut flour in bakery products |
result in what scientists call “lower glycemic food

index.” ‘)\ﬂ:lyz Because cooonutﬂmufmm “sapal”

is a good source of dietary fiber. Coconut sugar

lsmtlnsmecategory, fortunately for diabetics

3 and others who prefer natural to synthetic sugars.
‘Oflate, coconut became the most desired fruit

forits rolein strengthening the human body’s im-

mune system because of its richness in monolau-
rin, that medium-chain fatty acid (saturated fat)

found in only two places: in coconut milk and
mother's milk These fattyacids are bumed almost
mmedntely for energy production, and so they
_art}nul mnvemad into body fat or cholesterol
anddo mﬁaﬁhﬁ)lood cholesterol levels. If they
 could, all hospitals and dlinics worldwide like to

have a good constant supply around.
byl-pmdl.lgs are protection against heat disease,

cancer, diabetes: andahostof other degenmuve
e foect?

illmesses. So, if there was oil that
you from heart disease, cancer and ¢ chan—
erative conditions, improved your dlgesnon,
strengthened your immune system, protected

you from infectious illnesses, and helped you
lose excess wt-nght. would you not be mmasted?
Fast growing numbers of people are. %

‘Coconut skim milk, you may not have
known, has been found to be a one-on-one
equal to fresh cow’s milk in its nutrient com-.
position, with the added superiority of being
lactose-free: a boon for ‘many lactose- mtoleram
populations like the Phlhppmes fitself. How
many billions ofpmoswmﬂdwemxfweused
‘this instead of expensrvely;mponedcmv,’sfnﬂk

Tn sum, coconut oil is premium oil. It has no
perfect substitute. The closest substitute is palm
kernel oil (10 percent of palm 01!)

Secondly; he said that the coconut advantage
would never be realized unless or until the
government got its act together in its necessary
support for the farmers and the industry.

The tools

The tools of government to attain this end

are mainly:

- The PCA, which is mandated by law on the
productivity side to promote the rapid growth
of the coconut industry and ensure that the
coconut farmers become direct participants in
such development and growth. But he heard
about demoralization in the ranks of the PCA,
which used to be the top agri-extension agent
of government though lately due to government
neglect, too, became an agency of casuals or of
employees raring to retire. Something has to be
done effectively to change this state of affairs;

~ The CIIF-Oil Mills Group which was set
up with coco levy funds purposely to establish
a sound business platform as a catch-all for
the PCA's greater productivity i in the coconut
mdustzyBy provxdmg quahty products and ser-

vices to local and international customers, and
providing a sustainable and recurrine source

“of revenue for coconut farmers nationwide
‘through the establishment as well of a national
structure of coco-industrialization to be the
backbone of the national economy. But, then,
he also heard that this group was deliberately
weakened by corruption to the advantage of
foreign and local birds of prey, even to the point
of some of the mills being shut down and the
proverbially famous Minola oil losing P50-
some million pesos lately. for the first time in
its long history. Brand CIIF is globally famous
and trustworthy’ There is need to revitalize
and re-engineer its present establishment to

 be attuned with the prevailing market trends
_ whichis not limited to coconut oil, but rather
These therapeutic benefits of coconut and its

include other value-adding food and nonfood
products through the utilization of the matured
whole coconut fruit which the existing oil mills
and prospective smaller-sized feeder mills can

.utilize as integrated coco hub. Needless to say,

with the help of PCA and the Confederation.

" of Coconut Farmers’ Organizations, CIIF-OMG

should not be made to give up and sell out but,
rather, gather new _l:fe for a new sunfrise;
~ The UCPB, or the United Coconut Planters
Bank, which was supposed to be the bank of
the coconut farmers and thecﬁceﬂut mdusny
1t was immorally and irrationally allowed to
be merged with (or devoured by) another
government-owned bank through a mere EO
which everyone knows cannot be above an RA
ora PD, to the detriment of the farmers and the
industry. There is a need to get back the UCPB
as challenging as such a task mightbe.
These three government agencies funded
by the coco levy were to serve the coconut
organizations concretely. Obviously they
-haymt done their job if one looks honestly
at the relevant evidence, ‘namely the wealth
or poverty of the coconut farmers themselves,

‘and the competitiveness or Iack thereof of our

coconut products as they want to be present
and cherished around the world. The broad
majority of coconut farmers and workers are

Page | of 2
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authored by: the late and highly
esteemed Sen. Edgardo Angara,
aimed to modernize the Philip-
pine agricultural sector through
the development of agricultural
value chains,

EPUBLIC Act 8435, or the Ag ‘
iculture and Fisheries Mod-
ermzanon Act of 1997," (AFMA)

The Manila Times'

Date:

Ascendlng the agncultural value chaln

Specifically, it intended “to in-

duce the agriculture and fisheries
sectors to ascend contmuously the

value-added ladder by subjecting L e

their traditional or new products
to further processing in order to
minimize the marketing of raw,
unfinished or unprocessed prod-
ucts.” )
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TWénff—ﬁve years after its pas-
sage, the AFMA failed to modern-

Page:
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ize Philippine agriculture as its
value chain remains unevenly

. developed. Karlo and Lourdes
' Adriano (2023) characterized the

Philippine agricultural value chain
as transitional, wherein traditional

farmers mostly supplying the

needs of wet markets coexist with
modern agri-veritures catering pri-

marily to supermarkets, groceries

and convenience stores.

The authors cited a number
of reasons for the slow ascent of
Philippine agriculture up the value
chain ladder. First is the focus
of most government assistance

" on increasing productivity to the
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Ascending

* ing, transport and market facili-
* ties. The second is the obsession
* in attaining rice self-sufficiency,
' starving other commodities where
* the country has a comparative

'

7

advantage of much-needed funds.
And third is the protracted imple-
mentation of the agrarian reform

~ program, leaving our tillers with

minuscule land sizes that cannot

~ enjoy economies of scale.

Data bear out the validity of

- these observations. Based on a
~ World Bank survey in 2017, the
- Philippines had the highest lo-
- gistics costs over sales ratio in the

food sector compared to Thailand,

. Indonesia and Malaysia. Refriger-
** ated warehouse capacity (in cubic
' feet) per urban resident in 2018
"~ was only 1.3 in the Phihppmes

" compared to Vit

*'na's4.7, South Korea’s 9.9, Japan'’s

11.1 and India’s 12.1.
Forward linkages were at a low
10 percent, which means most

 agricultural commodities are not
- processed. Post-harvest losses
“ ranged from 10 to 30 percent of
* the harvest because of inadequate

%

AR

<

post-harvest facilities such as dry-

“ers, mills, storage facilities, and

poor roads and transport.
On agricultural funding, by
now we know that more than

" half of the budget for the entire
 agricultural sector is devoted to
' rice. This means that other agri-
- cultural commodities will have to

settle for whatever is left for them
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’ to develop the various activities
“in the value chain. Undeniably,
" this is a tall order that is reflected
“’in the backyard-type nature of the
* production of various agricultural

* neglect of post-harvest, process- fitie e

Finally, our miniscule farm

~ sizes prevent the attainment of
~ economies of scale in production.
" Also, quality of products cannot be
" ensured because different variet-
“ ies of the same crop are planted

“in these tiny plots of land and

~ various amounts of inputs are ap-
* plied only up to the level that the
" tiller’s budget can afford, hence

preventing application of good

= agricultural practices due to lack of
* access to modern farm knowledge
and technologies.

The solutions are quite obvi-
- ous. First and foremost is a need

“ to declare the completion of the
' agrarian reform program to en-
" able the land market to once again

operate. The hectarage ownership
ceiling should be raised up to
" a level where farming becomes

" economically viable. Studies have
“ shown that 24 hectares are suffi-

* cient to successfully run a farmly-
* operated farm,

The other way of consolidat-
* ing agricultural land is to allow

* leasehold and agribusiness venture

\ agreements between small-sized
' farm holders and large agribusi-
" ness companies. The partnership

" between small farmers and agri-
* business firms will allow applica-

* tion of modern farm technology
and improve agricultural logistics.
What about relying on the gov-

" ernment to provide the necessary
logistical and extension support

LIBRARY
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services to our small cultivators?

Unlike most studies (for instance
ADB and Searca, 2022) that rec-
ommend the implementation of
various state-sponsored programs
to modernize Philippine agricul-
ture, I am not fully convinced that
the state should play the foremost
role in this undertaking given
previous experience of the AFMA.
As noted earlier, 25 years of the
law did not result in agriculture
ascending the value chain ladder.

The state is not an efficient
entrepreneur in this country.
The “statist” approach — where
subsidies should flow perpetually
from the state to make producers
efficient and competitive — does
not simply work in the Philippines
because we have an inefficient
state.

Agriculture should be treated
as a business venture. Its develop-
ment should be left primarily in
the hands of the private sector,
whether small, medium or big. A

- private sector entrepreneur knows

that if he makes a wrong invest-
ment decision, he will most likely
lose his shirt.

On the other hand, a govern-
ment bureaucrat does not care
much whether funds are allocated
efficiently because it is not his
money. His foremost consider-
ation is increasing the budget for
his unit so that he can hire more
people, raise the prestige of his
office and enjoy more perks from
the job.

Unfortunately, the private sector

— whether local and particularly
foreign — will not heavily invest
in agriculture if our land problems
persist due to the protracted im-
plementation of agrarian reform.
Note that the biggest agribusiness
investments took place in the
1960s to the 70s with the entry of

big companies in the banana and
pineapple markets. Hardly any sig-
nificant agricultural investments
happened in the 1980s up to now
when the Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program was passed.

The results are too clear not to
notice. A secular decline in agricul-
tural productivity. Our agri-exports
went down as other neighboring
countries dramatically raised their
agri-export revenues.

In 2001, agri-exports of selected
Asean countries including the
Philippines were below $5 billion.
By 2020, Philippine agri-export
was still below the $5-billion mark
while Vietnam generated $16.1
billion; Malaysia, $20 billion;
Thailand, $26.5 billion; and Indo-
nesia, $28.4 billion. Note that the
agri-export revenues of Thailand
and Indonesia are practically the
same amount of remittances that
our overseas Filipino workers
sent to their families during the
sameyear.

This brings home the point that
if only Philippine agriculture's full
potential is realized, we can sig-
nificantly increase our foreign ex-
change revenues and the incomes
of our farmers. But such a result
cannot be attained under a regime
where the state has a controlling
hand in agriculture. Agriculture
should be in the hands of our en- |
trepreneurs to realize our goal of
making our farmers agri-preneurs.

fdadriano88 @gmail.com
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" PCA makes strides in |mplementln
coconut industry plan

BY CONRAD CARINO
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HE Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) is making
significant strides in the implementation of the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Development Plan (CFIDP) that
was launched about a year ago as the whole country slowly

came out of the pandemic.

This, as the PCA spearheaded the conduct of
the first National Inter-Agency Technical Com-
mittee (NIATC) meeting on May 31, 2023, at the
Sequoia Hotel, Quezon City. The NIATC meeting
aims to review progress, coordinate implementa-
tion, and craft measures to improve the CFIDP's
implementation.

Among the attendees were the commit-
tee members and representatives of the 15
implementing agencies (1As) of the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Trust Fund (CFITF) Act.
Representatives from Department of Budget
and Management (DBM), Bureau of Treasury
(BIr), and Commission on Audit (COA) also
attended to provide guidance on the utilization-
of the Trust Fund. ‘

The offices of the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Fisheries, and Agrarian Reform (CAFAR)
and the House Committee on Agriculture and
Food were also invited to provide thrusts and di-
rections on the implementation of the CFITF Act.

PCA Administrator Bernie Cruz reiterated the
importance of continuous convergence and coor-
dination amongand between agencies to ensure
that the Trust Fund will be utilized properly and
services will be delivered to the coconut farmers
in the most efficient and effective way.

Before the NIATC, the PCA led the ground-
breaking of the first shared processing facility
supported by the CFIDP on April 12, 2023, in
Tagkawayan, Quezon. The White Copra Process-
ing Center will be operated by its proponent,
Sama-Sama sa Kaunlaran Multipurpose Coopera-
tive (SSK MPC), for establishment at Brgy. Sta.
Monica Tagkawayan, Quezon.

With the participation of the local government
units (LGUs) in Tagkawayan along with several
implementing agencies of the CFIDP involved
in its conceptualization and through a message
from Senator Cynthia Villar, government agen-
cies expressed their full support to the cooperative
on their first milestone.

“We commend our fellow countrymen from
the Sama-Sama sa Kaunlaran Multipurpose Co-
operative for their victory in starting this project.
We assure you from this very moment of all-out
support from the PCA. Let us all rally to level
up the Philippine coconut industry,” said PCA
Administrator Bernie Cruz in Filipino.

The PCA administrator also thanked the
overwhelming support of the concerned LGUs,
especially the teams of Quezon Province Gov-
ernor Helen Tan, Congressman Mike Tan, and
Mayor Carlo Eleazar.

With the assistance of the Philippine Center
for Postharvest Development and Mechanization
(PhilMech), the White Copra Processing Center
is expected to be completed and turned over to
the cooperative this year.

Key strategies

The NIATC meeting concluded with a con-

sensiis on the kev strategies to he included in

PCA Administrator Bernie Cruz

the next quarters of CFIDP implementation to
encompass a multi-faceted approach, financial
assistance, infrastructure development, and sup-
port for value-adding activities.

The outcome of the NIATC meeting is set to
shape the future trajectory of the CFIDP imple-
mentation until the end of 2023. The concerted
efforts of all IAs and partner stakeholders, from
the legislative and Trust Fund Management
Committee (TFMC), signal a promising out-
look, as the country strives to unlock the full
potential of its coconut resources and uplift
the livelihoods of smallholder coconut farmers
across the country.

Launched in 2021

The CFIDP was drafted following the signing
of Republic Act 11524, better known as the Coco-
nut Farmers and Industry Fund Act, of President
Rodrigo Duterte on February 26, 2021. The plan
was approved through Executive Order 172,
which was signed on June 2, 2022.

CFIDP aims to increase the income and
productivity of the 2.5 million coconut farm-
ers in the country; promote poverty alleviation,
education, and social equity; and rehabilitate
and modernize the Philippine coconut industry.

The CFIDP is composed of various compo-
nents to be realized by the PCA, in partnership
with other government agencies:

1. Social Protection

e Health and Medical Program (PCA, Philip-
pine Health Insurance Corporation)

e Crop Insurance (Philippine Crop Insurance
Corporation)

e Scholarship (Commission on Higher
Education)

¢ Trainings and Farm Schools (Agricultural
Training Institute, Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority)

2. Coconut Farmers Organization and Devel-

opment

e  Farm Cooperatives and Associations De-
velopment (Cooperative Development
Authority)

3. Hybridization

e Hybridization Operations (PCA)

*  Hybrdization Research (Department of Sci-
ence and Technplogy - Philippine Council
fot Agriculture, Aquatic.and Natural Re-
sources Research and Development)
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4. Community-based Farm Enterprise Developmem. Farm

Rehabilitation and Improvement

*  Intercropping with Cacao and Coffee (Department of Ag-
riculture [DA] - High Value Crops Development Program)

e Livestockand Poultry lntegraﬂon (DA - Bureau of Animal
Industry)

*  Dairy Integration (DA - N anonal Dairy Authority)

5. Integrated Coconut Processing and Downstream Products

e Shared Processing Facilities (DA - Philippine Center for
Postharvest Development and Mechanization)

6. Innovative Research Projects and their Practical Applica-

tion on Coconut Procéssing, Production, and Distribution

7. Support Services :

LIBRARY
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¢  Credit (Land Bank of the Phﬂippmes, Development

-Bank of the Philippines)
e Research, Marketing, and Market Pmmonon (Department
of Trade and Industry)
¢ Infrastructure (Department of Public Works and High-
ways)

e DPolicies and Regulauons
The CFITF Act, through the programs, projects, and services

_writtertin the CFIDP, aims to-uplift the lives of coconut farmers

.and improve the competitiveness of the Philippine coconut
industry. With the validation and monitoring activities in place, .
the government hopes to achieve its goals for the enhancement
of the lives of Pihpmo coconut farrnels
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E Marcos aglmm;qtl;augni,lgpmnagmg the economy well |
as shown by the higher-than-expected growth in the first
,qp:amtznof 2023, Spea*kef FendlnimdéNiaml'L Rompﬂldez sald. f

Py S teyrrr e et ¢ finidiitsr RE J ha 191

‘Marcos t. said hisadministration " stration hasachleved changes and growth inits irstyear but morestill needs to be done. P CO PHOTO
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By Nestor Corrales
@NCorralesINQ

fﬁe‘éidem: rcos on Thursday
ordered the Phi pine Coconut
Authority (PCA) “to improve”
the condition of coconut farm-
ers, the sector demanding a just
share from the controversial
multibillion-peso coco levy fund.

He did not specify ways in
his speech during the soth an-

niversary of the PCA, but the

Premdent said he wanted the :
~ Philippines to be the biggest ex-

porter of coconut products.

Mr. Marcos said the gov-
ernment has already started
to formulate plans on how to
redevelop the country’s coco-
nut industry to help coconut
farmers.:

“There is no re,aso'n why the -

Philippines should not be the
biggest producer of export in

terms of coconut products,” he

said, adding that “the potentlal
is really quite good.”

He ordered the PCA to in-
vest in new technologies and

initiatives to guarantee the re-
. silience of the coconut industry.

Expand distribution
He said the Philippines
needed to continue developmg
and improving coconut byprod-
ucts “so that we can find new
uses and expand its distribution
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to new markets.”

According to him, the PCA
must intensify the implemen-
tation of the Coconut Farmers

and Industry Development Plan
(CFIDP) “to accelerate the mod-

ernization of the coconut in-
dustry and to improve the lives

‘of our coconut farmers and

their families.”

“I thus encourage the PCA
to continue to uplift [the] lives
of our coconut farmers and em-

" HASTEN GOGONUT INDUSTRY MODERNIZATION NARGOS TELLSPEA

power them to improve their
conditions, break free from the
chains of poverty, and dream
bigger for themselves and for
their loved ones,” he said.

'On June 2 last year, for-

mer President Rodrigo Duterte

signed Executive Order No. 172,
or the CFIDP to serve as the
basis for using the P75-billion
coco levy fund through various
programs and projects.

‘From 1971 to 1982, the gov-

ernment under the late dic-

.tator Ferdinand Marcos col-
lected money from coconut

farmers by imposing levies,
taxes, charges and other fees
for selling copra. 2
After the Marcoses left
Malacafiang in 1986, lawsuits
filed by coconut farmers alleged
that cronies of the Marcos ad-
ministration diverted the funds
to finance their own business
interests. iNa :
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DA says meat supply ,
.Sllfficwnt Output of
rice considered ‘hlgh’

THE Department of Agncu]ture'

(DA) said on Thursday that the

supply of rice and meat products

is sufficient for the Ph:hppmes’
needs, with production of rice in
particular seen as “high.”

“According to, the National

Rice Program, our production

plus the imports and the begin-

ning stock (is) sufficient,” DA
Spokesperson Knstme Y. Evan-

gehsta said at a Lagmg Handa

briefing.

“As far as our National Rice
Program is concerned, produc-
tion is high. That is good news; at
least we haye more local produc-
tion. We still have imports to aug-
ment supply, but the bottom line
is, we are sufficient,” she added.

On Tuesday, Agriculture Un-
dersecretary Leocadio S. Sebas-
tian said rice output rose 6% in
the six months to June.

Citing the Philippine Rice In-
formation System, he said produc-
tion of palay, or unmilled rice, was
estimated at 8.605 million metric
tons (MT), up from the 8.153 mil-
lion MT recorded ayear earher

The carry over stock qf rice at
the start of the year was 1.8 mil-

‘lion MT, augmented by the arrival

of 1.8 million MT more in im-

ports, sufficient to meet demand

for more than twomonths.
Ms. Evangelista added: “Right

inessWorld

S0Z07108 S3LTM/AVLS INddl THd

now, our pork meat, (sup_ply) is

sufficient... On a monthly basis,

we have a watch on price and
volume to gauge the supply situ-

ation,” she said. — Sheldeen Joy

Talavera
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needs tobe estabhshed before the ma.rket takes
off, abusme.gs chambgr official said.
Cecilio K. Pedro, president of the Federa-

: be harveshng for the nekt 50 or 100 years so

“‘J

‘.: -v%rsﬁiﬂl

it's good payback,” he said.
Benguet Governor Melchor D. Diclas said

tion of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Com-  the province i isopen to collaboration with aea—

merce & Industry Inc. (FFCCCII) said at the
Pandesal Forum in
“There’s ay very luw and a big

there i m over the world —
rean, Japanese, English people. They love to
drink tea because of the health benefits”

“But we don’t have a tea culture here in the
Philippines. Mas mahilig tayo sa coffee (we pre-
fer coffee) ... We have to drink something that is
beneficial to our body, which is tea,” he added.

Mr. Pedro supports a pilot project to de-
termine the Philippines’ suitability for tea
growing, with due consideration for varieties
and intended markets.

. “The processing should also be in the Cor-
dilleras,” he said.

Citing a study presented by Dormmque T
Molintas, a researcher from Benguet State
University, FFCCCII Committee Chairman for
Government Affairs George Chua Cham said

demics and the encouragement of smallholder

Quezon City on Thursday- - farmers seekm,g to en?{ in tea productmn
out”‘ j;ut no?eﬂthe&ee@for &

n'c.

““As much as we would like to have this, of
course, we need investment for this tea produc-
hon.So,wewmﬂdlikemlnmeanyonewhowould
like to invest and we will help them,” he said.

Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) Director Gerald
Glenn F. Pangniban said that the Department of
Agriculture can conduct research into appropri-
ate teavarieties for Phlhppmegl-owmgcondlhons.

“The BPI has five research centers around
the country; we can try varieties needed by
the market. Once we find out which variety is
needed and appropriate, we can upscale tea
farming in selected areas,” he said.

Mr. Panganiban said the.Philippines im-
ported about 134 metric tons of tea products
from Vietnam and China in the five months to
May Sheldeen Joy Talavera
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DENR Secretary discusses the need
to balance extraction with rehablhtatlon

was invited to a roundtable with De-

partment of Emnronment' and Natural
Resources (DENR) SecrethryMana An-
tonia “Toni” Yulo-Loyzaga to discuss
the Department’s thrust regarding its poli-
cies and activities. A number of topics were
broughtup, mcludmg the issue of the effects
of open-pit mining on the envimnment.
Sec. Loyzaga has a ve

are needed to fuel economic growth, even
and especially as the world moves towards
sustainable energy sources, but these should
be balanced with scientifically sound rehabili-
tation to affected areas.

“Globally, there are examples of open pits
that have actually been successfully restored...
we’re looking at examples now in Canada,
New Zealand, and Australia wherein you don’t
plant trees in areas that have been excavated
for open pit — you actually develop the eco-

system to sustain the future life of the area,” .

she said. “Some of these areas... have actually
been used as solar farm (or) water retention
areas. And so there are all these different ways
for mitigation to happen.”

The Department, under her leadership,

- hierarchy: “First of
* all, you do no harm

not possible. Second

gniitic ap- &

proach to the issue, which is that minerals  you mitigate... The

follows a mithatmn

to the ecosystem —
but of course that’s

is you minimize,
[&nd] where you
cannot minimize,

AVANT GARDENER

[third] is where you WE]TE ""l i
cannot mitigate ful- :

ly — and this is the case for mining in many
cases — you actually look for ways to investin

high value biodiversity and high value ecosys-

tem areas in order to compensate and offset.
This is already happening globally,” she says.

She understands that this does not make
her popular with certain sectors on both
sides of the mining vs. environment issue,
but stresses that this is the best way they’ve
identified so far to be able to balance the ef-
fects of mineral extraction with environmental
conservation. “Here’s the reality of climate
change and mining; to actually move towards
renewable energy, we need minerals. Copper.
Lithium. Nickel. And the push towards net

LIBRARY
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zero will drive the demand for minerals. Exponentially
in some cases, copper being one of them,” she said.

“What we're trying to do... is there are geostrategic
implications in the way we manage our minerals as
natural resources. There is a global demand for every-
thing, I've been approached by investment bankers,
for example, to tell me that the prevailing sentiment is
buy everything when you can today. So our own policy
needs to be somehow reflective of what critical and
strategic minerals are being demanded globally, and
what we need for our own energy transition and other
needs. And that has to do not just with extraction but
also that has to do with building an environment that
actually creates an investment climate for processing
here, value-adding here, instead of just exporting
raw ore.”

It’s easy to vilify the rmmng mdustry, especially
since it is prone to the abuse of the environment, not
to mention its workers. Miners and their families
comprise one of the country’s poorest sectors, often
prone to chronic illnesses, disabilities, and drug abuse,
often without recompense from their employers. But
minerals are important resources, especially for a de-
veloping country, and it has always been a challenge
for the DENR to balance both mineral extraction with
the protection of the environment and of Filipinos,
particularly mine workers and their families. This is a
balance that can be hard to achieve, but one that Sec.
Loyzaga thinks can be achieved.

“We need to understand how mining has become
— and this has been stated by the DOF (Department of
Finance), etc. — a source for economic recovery. That’s
already one established policy. But we need to actually

begin to realize how this country can be competitive
but also manage its own resources responsibly for the
future, not just for now.”

She adds that rehabilitation includes a social aspect:
“We talk about the ecosystem and the dividends, the
impact to the ecosystem, and that has to do with the
whole agro-ecological value we’re trying to realize by
managing the different habitats sustainably.”

She further explains, ”..what we’re trying to do
is take an ecosystems-based approach towards agri-
cultural development... Right now we're talking very
closely with Usec Mercy Sombilla, who is with NEDA
(National Economic and Development Authority),
and so there are different conversations ongoing with
how we can work together with the DA (Department
of Agriculture).

“Lately our conversations have been about unuti-
lized fishponds, areas, and the kind of regeneration
of the salt farming industry...what we have now is a
salt production sharing agreement, which has a very
minimal portion going to the government and the rest
staying with the salt farmers. So Pangasinan is actually
now opened up, I would say 400 small farms.”

While richer countries like Australia and Japan
are able to devote bigger budgets to rehabilitation,
the Philippines, like many countries in the Global
South, have to work with limitations. As Sec. Loyzaga
explained, “We don’t happen to have those resources.
And so where we can follow what can be ecologically
sustainable, this is great, but where we can also decide
to cumulatively assess the impact of these multiple
projects on the ecosystem and perhaps work on some
modifications, that’s where I'm coming from.”
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~The Philippine Center for Postharvest Development
and Mechanization (PHilMech) will empower coconut
cooperatives to produce value-added products from
coconuts, including coconut oil.
“This, as the agency will be spearheading the,
establishment of shared processing facilities (SPFs)
for qualified coconut farmer cooperative that has
a P500-million budget for the next 12 months.

PHilMech Executive Director and Scientist IV Dr.
Dionisio Alvindia said that the agency is eyeing the
production by coconut farmer cooperatives of the
following value-added products: Crude coconut oil;
processed coconut oil; virgin coconut oil; desiccated
coconut; coconut coir; and coconut sap.

He added that PHilMech has set requirements
for coconut farmer cooperatwes that will qualify
under the program for SPFs that will be distributed
at no cost to them. Their counterpart will only be
the fand where the SPF will be established.

“To qualify, target beneficiaries or project
proponents should be a duly registered coconut
farmers’ cooperatives at the Cooperative Develop-

-ment Authority with more than 100 members, and
has'a total of 5,000 coconuts daily production,”
Director Alvindia said.

The P500 million for the establishment of SPFs
will be disbursed per region as follows:

- P8.63'million for locos region, Cagayan Valley
and Central Luzon

- P58.61 million for Calabarzon

- P25.49 million for Mimaropa

- P43.65 million Bicol Region

- P27.13 million for Western Visayas

- P25.01 million for Central Visayas

- P50.15 million for Eastern Visayas

- P52.66 million Zamboanga Peninsula

- P53.84 million for Northern Mindanao

- P51.74 million for Davao Region

- P32.51 million for SOCCKSARGEN °

- P29.74 million for Caraga

- P40.84 million for BARMM

At present, most coconut farmers’ cooperatives
are still not capable of producing value-added
products and are mostly engaged in producing copra
that are sold to oil millers to produce coconut oil.

Also; the discarded coconut husks or shells are
mostly thrown away.

Director Alvindia said that the SPF program will
enable coconut farmer cooperatives to produce
coconut-oil while sourcing their raw materials from
smaller farmer cooperatives. Also, the smaller coco-

plays vital role
j d-ustry devt

nut cooperatives that will have SPFs to efficiently

produce more copra can directly supply to existing -

large coconut oil mills. -
 The SPFs will also allow coconut farmer coopera-
tives to produce various products from coco coir from
discarded husks. These include geotextiles, mats,
ropes, planting medium, among others.
According to the United States Department of
Agriculture, the Philippines is still the top producer
and exporter of coconut oil globally, with estimated
production placed at 1.668 million metric tons (MT)
based on latest figures. Coming in second is Indonesia
with 1.025 million MT and India with 476,000 MT.
As for coco coir, India and Sri Lanka are the top

producers and exporters followed by Thailand,

Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines.

Meanwhile, the country is still the top exporter

of desiccated coconut, accounting for 147,000 MT
of the total 438,052 MT global productions in 2020,

according to figures gathered by the Department

of Trade and Industry.

PHilMech is mandated under Republlc Act 11524 or
the Coconut Farmers and Industry Trust Fund Act
to establish SPFs for coconut farmer cooperatives
that will be funded by 10 percent or P7.5 billion
of the P75-billion Coconut Farmers and Industry
Trust Fund (CFITF). -

Under Executive Order (E0) No. 172, or the Coconut :

Farmers and Industry Development Plan (CFIDP), P5
billion each will be released in the first two years
of the plan’s implementation.

DirectorAlvindia said that PHilMech will also provide

training for the farmer’s coconut cooperatives and will

coach and monitor their progress. The objective is for
the cooperatives to become viable business enterprises.

“We will provide three years of coachmg and
mentoring. We want these cooperatives to be suc-
cessful,” he added. -
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'We want to ensure that the
funds allocated for the CFIDP
programs are utilized properly.
We also want to make sure that
the programs are. reaching their
- intended beneficiaries and that -
they can make a posmve meact

" gtivides for the 2022 GHIDD.
¥ yiias Mm&mm_b_ n-
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MARICHU A. VILLANUEVA

The greatest good_ |

t75 years old, Department .
Aof Finance (DOF) Secretary

Benjamin Diokno wishes
to see the poverty incidence in
our country reduced during his
lifetime. At the very least, Diokno
is determined to achieve the goal of
a single digit poverty incidence by
2028. Or this is towards the end of
the six-year Medium Term Development Plan (MTDP)
of President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. (PBBM).
As the head of the Cabinet economic team of PBBM,
Diokno disclosed the 2023-2028 MTDP targets to bring
down the poverty level to as low as nine percent.

As a former member of the Cabinet economic team
during the term of former President Rodrigo Duterte,
Diokno recalled the original target of poverty reduction
was set at 14.5 percent. Diokno previously headed the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) and
stayed on as member.of the Duterte Cabinet economic
team even after he was subsequently appointed as the
Governor of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP).

“We did not sit idly during the pandemic. We put in
a number of reforms needed,” he stressed. He cited as
examples the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion
(TRAIN) Law; the amendments of the Public Service
Act; the new Foreign Investments Act, among other
landmark measures that got -enacted even while the

“pandemic impact derailed economic projections.

“All of these made the Philippine economy stand
resilient,” Diokno enthused.

“I've been in the government for more than three
decades already. I have seen the ups and downs of the
Philippine economy,” Diokno waxed sentimental at
the Kapihan sa Manila Bay news forum last Wednesday.

Diokno though won't : e e
be drawn into comment-
ing on the specific role
of disbarred lawyer and
losing senatorial betin last

“All of these made
the Philippine econ-
_ omy stand resilient,”
year’s election Lorenzo Djokno enthused.
“Larry” Gadon as Presi- : '

dential Adviser on Pov- :
erty Alleviation. Purportedly, it is a Cabinet-ranked
position, it is not clear yet if Gadon has a one-peso a
pointment, or pro bono. Gadon is supposed to advise tl!i:
Chief Executive on the various anti-poverty programs
of the government. Incidentally, Lope Santos III also
‘holds Cabinet-ranked post as chairman of the National
Anti-Poverty Commission of PBBM. - :
It is, however, the artment of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) that has the largest fund alloca-

tions of as much as P100 billion in the yearly bucciﬁet for -
isthe

the so-called “ * for the poor. Foremost of whi
conditional cash transfer, more popularly called as the 4P’s
to ease the lives of the impoverished Filipino fami-
lies. Diokno though noted with deep concern the “leakage”
in the 4P’s cash card program due to large amounts of
““unclaimed” funds lying idle in the Land Bank. =

30 JUN 2073

Pursuing this desired goal to reduce poverty, Diokno
echoed the commitment of the DOF to improve the
government fiscal position and plug the “leakages”
in the State coffers to better finance these anti-poverty

TO ; B
P “We are planning to revise our revenue collection
targets further upward to take into consideration the
implementation of tax measures that we are prioritizing
in the medium term,” Diokno announced. Among these
measures are the two remaining fiscal reform measures
under the Comprehensive Tax Reforms Program (CTRP)
but never got tErough the previous Congress.

- The first is the Reform Package 3, or the Real Pro
Valuation and Assessment. As of last check by the DOE,
the draft committee report is pending with the Senate

" ways and means committee. The counterpart version has

already been approved on third reading at the House of
Representatives in December last'year.

And the Package 4 of the CTRP on Passive Income
and Financial Intermediaries Taxation Act which Diokno
cited aims “to simplify the complicated tax structure of
financial transactions and deepen the capital markets” of
the Philippines. It was passed by the Lower Chamber in
November last year and has been pending at the Senate
since August, 2022, ] _ 1333

Also pending approval by the Senate, Diokno added,
is the proposed value added tax (VAT) on digital ser-
vices. This tax bill “seeks to level the playing field be-
tween and among traditional and digital enterprises,”
he pointed out. The bill was approved by the Lower
House in November last year.

Diokno confirmed the POF is revisiting the imple-
mentation of the VAT system in the country. He admitted
the government will not accept new or additional VAT
exemptions and might even push for repeal of some
exemptions if needed to maximize potential revenues.

As he has previously announced, the DOF will pro-
pose higher tax rate adjustments and new taxes to raise
additional sources of revenues. These include the now
controversial “sweet” tax and tax on “salty” or junk
food products. The tax on “sweetened” products like
beverages will seek the adjustment from the present 6
percent to uniform rate of 12 percent.

“These corrective tax measures aim to achieve the
twin goals of curbing excessive consumption of un-
healthy foods such as chips and sugary drinks while
increasing fiscal resources for public programs,” he
stressed. For obvious reasons, instant noodle products

“are not included in this proposed “salty” tax because

these are mainstay items in the food packs given out as
relief goods to calamity victims and low-income families.

Diokno credited the previous administration for
nearly achieving the poverty reduction target at the
end of the Duterte’s own MTDP from 2016 to 2022.
Unfortunately, Diokno rued, the economicimpact of the
COVID-19 pandemicin 2020 until last year had reversed
the downtrend of poverty incidence t?\lat went up again
to 21 percent at the end of the Duterte Presidency.

Diokno described the Marcos administration’s anti-
poverty program is both “focusing on the poor” and has
“trickle down” effect. He cited a World Bank (WB) study
that identified 500 “poorest of the poor” municipalities
in the Philippines have no access to clean potable water
and high malnutrition rate. :

-Amid the severe criticisms on pushing such tax mea-
sures, Diokno comforts himself hewing close to English
philosopher Jeremy Bentham'’s “the greatest good for
the greatest number” principle.
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PANGASINANISAER
REHABILITAR®ON

BOLINAO, Pangasinan: The provincial
government has begun the rehabil-
itation of a 473-hectare salt farm in
Barangay Zaragoza here to enable it to
start producing salt by November.

Last week, village residents, who
are beneficiaries of the Department of
Social Welfare and Development cash-
for-work program, started planting
mangroves and helped clean the farm.

The salt farm, which used to be
operated by the Pacific Farms Inc., was
the country’s largest producer of salt,
contributing up to 25,000 metric tons
(MT) a year to the country’s total salt
production.

But the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) closed ~ ¢
the farm in February 2021 after the
company’s lease contract expired and
was not renewed.

Last December, Gov. Ramon Guico 3rd
signed a memorandum of agreement with

~the DENR for the “interim management” of
the foreshore area for salt production and
other related activities, such as bangus
(milkfish) production.
 Assistant provincial agriculturist
Nestor Batalla said while the area was
being cleaned, engineers were prepar-
ing a program of work for the rehabil-
itation of facilities in the farm, such as
the administrative office, pump houses,
warehouses and workers’ barracks.

“We also need to repair the cable-
way,” Batalla also said. .

The cableway is whiere baskets load-
ed with salt are hung during harvests-
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B AC K TO T H E SA LT ( FA RM ) Residents of Bolinao town in Pangasinan, who are

beneficiaries of the Department of Social Welfare and Development’s cash-for-work program, plant mangroves
on Monday, June 26, 2023, at a salt farm managed by the provincial government in Barangay Zaragoza in Bolinao.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

- and manually pulled from the salt beds
to the warehouses.
The sprawling salt farm, whichis

located in Tambac Bay, a body of water -

“separating this town and the island

town of Anda, is said to produce high
quality salt because the brine from the
bay is better compared to those in other
places. ;

The cleaning of the farm will take a
month and will be done by 320 cash-
for-work beneficiaries, who will work in
three batches.

Batalla said by September, other work-
ers will start repairing the salt beds.

But, he added, they will have to
pump out the water that had sub-
merged the salt beds this rainy season.

Salt production in Pangasinan is at its

peak during sunny months.
During rainy months, the salt beds
are turned into fishponds. :
Batalla said the farm will produce
initially 10,000 MT of salt annually.
But in an interview earlier this
month, special assistant to the governor
Von Mark Mendoza said the provincial
government will eventually be produc-
ing more salt because of innovations
that will be introduced.
These innovations include use of
plastic-roofed tunnels to cover the
- salt beds so that salt is produced even
when it rains, and the use of high
density-polyethylene sheets, instead of
ceramic tiles, as linings of the salt beds.
. Guicos dedision for the provinial govern-
ment to venture into salt production wasin

response to President Ferdinand Marcos Jrs
all for help toresolve the salf crisis.

“We have a crisis in salt, and with this
development, we are able to respond

~ tothe call of the President (Marcos) to-

contribute to national food security,”
Guico said. -

Last year, industry experts said the
country imported 93 percent of its salt
requirements of 600,000 MT per year.

Pangasinan, whose name is derived
from “asin,” the local term for salt, is the
country’s largest salt producer.

In 2021, the province produced
64,156 MT from its 1,432.4-hectare salt
farms located in seven towns and Ala-

- minos City, the Office of the Provincial
~ Agriculturist said.

GABRIEL L. CARDINOZA
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