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call for review of tax plans

By JoveE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ ¥ @joveemarie

ITH a slowdown in prices
of food muting inflation,
the solon behind tax laws
~ expressed reluctance in supporting
~ Finance officials’ proposals to impose
new taxes on junk food and hike levies
on sweetened beverages.

“The healthier alternatives to
junk food and drinks are becoming

i expensive,”accordingtoHouse Com-

mitteeon Waysand Means Chairman
and Albay Rep. Jose Ma. Clemente
‘Joey” S. Salceda.
Thelawmakercited thatflourand
bread products are at 11-percent in-

' flationwhilemilk, dairyandeggsare

at 11.2 percent. Salceda also noted
that fruits and nuts are at 11.4-per-
cent inflation while vegetables are

.at 12.7 percent.

“This is all while sweetened bev-
erage inflation is just at 7 percent,”
he added. So I would be very hesi-
tant to impose food taxes in such
conditions.”

Salcedafurthersaidlast Wednes-
day that “broken down, inflation in
key food items convinces me that
recent proposals to increase taxes

on sweetened beverages andimpose -

new taxes on junkfood need further
refinement and study.”

Inflation slowed to 5.4 percent
in June, slower than the 6.1 percent
posted in May 2023 and June 2022,
according to the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA).

“Iwas with the media this morn- °

ing when I gave out my projection of

5.5 percent inflation for the month
of June, so the actual figure being
lower, at 5.4 percent, is very much

. welcome and iswell within expecta-

tions,” Salceda said.
The lawmaker said he expects
“business and consumer confidence

. to continue to improve as inflation

figures are nowverymuch anchored
on expectations.”

~ Underreported achievement

ACCORDING to Salceda, rice in-
flation remains low at 3.6 percent,
which is “good news” especially for
thebottom 30 percentofhouseholds
who spend as much as one-fifth of
their budget on rice.

He considers the lower rice in-
flation as also a part of one of the
“mostunderreportedachievements”
of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

- “Ever since he took over as Agri-

" culture Secretary, farmgate price for

palayperkg [kilogram] hasincreased
fromP17.24kgin May 2022 toP19.06
inMay2023:a10.6-percentincrease,
even when retail prices increased
only by 3.6 percent over the same
period,” Salceda explained.

This indicates that farmers are
getting a better deal for their pro-
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< ‘duce, the solon added.

“Thisis also the opposite of what
was observed during the initial
months of rice tariffication, when
fanngate prices declined faster than
retail prices did,” Salce said. Hence,

he said, “there are signs that therice
cartel is being diminished ifnotde-
molished” under MarcosasSecretary

of the Department of Agnculture

Salceda said that “moving for-
ward, the main focus must be on
sustaining agricultural production
amid threats of El Nifio.”

The lawmaker added he has dis-
cussed ideas with officials of the
National Irrigation .Administration
on this and that he will continue to
workwith theagencies tohelpthem
withwhattheyneedfrom Congress.”

Sound policies .
MEANWHILE, House Speaker Fer-
dinand Martin G. Romualdez also
welcomed the slowdown in headline
inflation for thefifthstraightmonth.
~ Romualdez said last Wednesday
the contmueddropmmﬂauon canbe
attributed to the President’s “strong

pohhcalm]landthe administration’s

sound economic policies.”

He added that the House of Rep-
resentatives tried to move at the
President’s pace.

- “And we were also very produc-
tive in-:our mandate to support the

8-pointeconomicagendaofthe Presi-
dent and his Agenda for Prosperity,
mcluding his priority Iegmlatmn,

Romualdezadded. o
According to the lawmaker, from

a high of 8.7 percent at the start of
the year, inflation had been tamed

to 6.1 percent in May and dropped
“again in June at 5.4 percent.

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

.(BSP)hadearlier projected thathead-

line inflation is projected to slow
down again in June. The headline
mf!atmn of 5.4 percent in June is
the lowest in a span of 13 months.
 Romualdez said that the Presi-
dent’s spending plan in the 2023
national budget, investment tours

. andprogramsandactionsagainstthe

hlgh prices of goods “all contributed
to this drop in inflation rate.”

Achieved

ROMUALDEZ said that one of Mar-
cos’s visions for the 2023 national
budget focused on “strengthening

' the purchasing power of Filipinos

and, so far, it had paid off during the
first half of the year.”

“Lowering the inflation rate is a
necessary offshoot of boosting our
people’s purchasing power. And the
Marcosadministrationhasachieved

that effectively,” the House leader

from Leyte said.
The lawmaker added that in the

exercise of its oversight functions,

the Lower House “exhaustively in-
vestigated theissue of the smuggling
of onion and otheragricultural prod-
ucts that drove the prices of goods
toohigh” :
Romualdez credited theseactions
in helping bring down the prices of
commoditiesand easefoodinflation.
Last May, Marcos signed Execu-
tive Order 28 creating the Inter-
Agency Committee on Inflation and
Market Outlook, which promotes
and enhances the coordination and
action of government agencies in

_managing inflation.

Romualdez said he predicts in-
flation will continue to slow down
“as we reach the end of 2023, as the
programs of the national budget
have been implemented to their
full extent and the policies of the
administration continue to benefit
the people.” ;

Page

of



BusinessWorld

Date: _{uly G. 1015 Page: _ |115|
‘j‘? LIBRARY
i

OEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page

of




ok at todays busines

usinessMirror """

57 JULY 2023
WORLD TRADE CENTER METRO MANILA
PASAY CITY « PHILIPPINES

WELCOME 7
MIS EXCELLENCY 3 . < 2 F W
FERDINANF “MARCOS JR. i : - y o Fiary Yot P
Fresiden: of B § e Pillippiess " i

LIVESTOCK AND A B PHILIPPINE 5 ; 4 - ’ : y @ i

Q -
i - am
R
SRS
2
4

(i
e

| et
'f_
e

& 65

A

nforma
—

i
-

lfREIDENT Marcos leads quests at Wednesday's opening of Livestock Philippines Expo 2023 at the World Trade Center in Pasay City. Joining him are (from left) Reps. Nicanor Briones and Wilfrido Mark Enverga, Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, Agriculture Undersecretary Domingo
Panganiban, Informa Markets Philippines GM Gerard Leeuwenburgh, and Pasay Mayor Imelda Calixto-Rubiane. coNTRIBUTED PHOTO : ; .
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Probe will deter
mampulatlon of food
prices’

By Jovee MARIE N. Dera Cruz
YW@joveemarie

PEAKER Ferdinand Martin

G. Romualdez on Wednesday

said the directive of Pre31dent
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to conduct a
probe on the smuggling of onions and

other agricultural products should

be enough to deter further supply
manipulation of agricultural products
and help stabilize prices.
e

Romualdez issued the state- ' other agricultural commodities
ment after Marcos ordered the ~  pursuant to the findings of the
Department of Justice (DOJ) and House Committee on Agriculture
the National Bureau of Investiga- and Food pomtmg to a cartel as
tion to investigate the smuggling, the culprit.
hoarding, price fixing of onion and “Thisisawelcome development,

Page | of
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adecisiveaction that manifests the
President’sresolve toclamp downon
unscrupulousbusinessmen preying

on hapless Filipino consumers and

- hampering his administration’s ef-
forts to sustain the robust growth

of our economy,”
It was Romualdez who called

- for a congressional probe on on-

ion smuggling after the prices
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of the agric:ulfural product Kit a

record high of P700 per kilo in

’

December last year.
- “The House of Representatives

.isready toprovide our authorities

with the data uncovered from our
committee hearings to provide

_them a head start in their own

investigation.” |
Romualdezassured Marcosand

the public that the House would
remain vigilant against price fix-
ing by monitoring the prices of

“onion, rice, and other vital com-

modities and services to protect
the interest of consumers.

“Wewill continue to monitor pric-

es, especially of basicstapleslikerice,
vegetables, meat, onions, and garlic,

to protect our people from hoarding,

price manipulation, unreasonable

‘priceincreases,and other practicesin

restraint of trade and which hamper
competition,” he said.

“That is part of our oversight
function. Wehave theappropriate

tools to carry this out, including

conducting follow-up hearings
andsummoning suspected hoard-
ers, smugglers and cartel leaders

. if needed. We will not shirk from
- our duty to help our people.”

According to Malacafiang, the
President’s directive was based
on a memorandum submitted by
Marikina Rep. Stella Quimbo indi-

cating substantial evidence point-

ing to the existence of an onion

cartel which could be behind the
surge in onion prices in 2022. ,
Last May, during a hearing of
the House Committee on Agricul-
ture and Food chaired by Quezon
1st District Rep. Wilfrido Mark
Enverga, Quimbo alleged that Lil-
lia or Leah Cruz and her family-
controlled firm were at the center
of the purported onion cartel.
Accordingto Quimbo, the cartel,

- which operates through a/group of

companies, was engaged in various
activitiesin the supply chainsuchas
farming,importation,local trading,
warehousing, and logistics.
Following the directive of
Marcos, the DOJ announced the
creation of the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Task Force, which will

- include the Bureau of Customsand

the Department of Agriculture.

‘Inastatement, the department
said it would also form a special
team of prosecutors “primarily
focused on protecting the entire
agricultural sector, not only the
onion industry.”
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Marcos warns of dangers on poultry, livestock sector

By BETHEENA KAE UNITE

Despite the development of vac-
cines against animal viral diseases,
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
said there is still danger and the gov-
ernment must look out for it.

Speaking at the opening of
the Livestock Philippines 2023 on
Wednesday, July 5, Marcos stressed
the need to detect and prevent the
spread of animal diseases such as
African swine fever (ASF) and avian
influenza.

He announced the completion of
Phase 1 of the safety and efficacy tri-
als for the ASF vaccines, saying the
Bureau of Animal Industry has found
to produce sufficient antibodies and
to be safe for use.

Marcos added that the Philippine

Food and Drug Administration “is on
track to issue a certificate of product
registration for these vaccines while
Phase 2 trials are underway.”

The Chief Executive, concurrent
Agriculture Secretary, said that the
government is making progress in
procuring Avian influenza vaccines.

He, however, reminded the gov-
ernment not be complacent over
the availability of the vaccines.

“This gives us great hope as
we have been waiting for this for a
very long time. However, it is not
a reason for complacency as we
are being continuously warned by
those who have studied the vaccine.
The vaccine is 80 percent effective.
There is still a 20 percent that we
need to look out for very carefully,”
Marcos said.

“But nonetheless, there is still a
danger and it is something that we
need to look out for,” he added.

The President acknowledged that
“there is much work to do,” urging
the Department of Agriculture to
continue to forge partnerships with
the academe and private sector to
devise solutions to eradicate these
diseases that continue to wreak hav-
oc on the country’s livestock and
poultry subsectors.

“I also urge all concerned gov-
ernment agencies and stakehold-
ers to engage in productive dialogue
and share our best ideas, practices,
and technologies to advance our
poultry and livestock industries,”
Marcos said.

“Rest assured that the gov-
ernment stands firm with you in

overcoming our present challenges
by implementing data and science-
based policies and programs,” he
added.

Marcos also renewed his com-
mitment to find ways to increase
Filipino farmers’ incomes “so that
they can lead a dignified and com-
fortable life and return to the pro-
fession a sense of pride that has been
lost over the years.”

He likewise encouraged all stake-
holders to make the most of the
knowledge and tools made available
at the trade fair to establish a more
food-secure, sustainable, and resil-
ient Philippines.

Livestock Philippines 2023 is an
international trade fair for innova-
tive production and processing of
poultry and livestock.
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PH inﬂat.ion‘ further
eases to 5.4% in June

By CHINO LEYCO

The rate of increase in consumer
prices decelerated for the fifth con-
secutive month in June, reaching its
lowest level in over a year, on the back
of reduced transport costs and gradual
ascent in food and utility prices.

/The Philippine Statistics Authority

5, that the headline inflation eased
further to 5.4 percent in June from
6.1 percent a month ago, marking the
lowest rate since June 2022.

In addition, it stood below the

“inflation rate of 6.1 percent recorded

in June of the previous year, which
also marked the fifth occurrence of a
decline since reachmg its peak

(PSA) reported on Wednesday, July

PH inflation further eases to 5. 4% in June

Marcos cites

agri production
' President Marcos attributed the
decreasing inflation rate to the im-
proved production of agricultural
products in the country, stressing
the need to keep it going to lower

down prices.

Marcos underscored that agricul -
tural products are the “biggest part
of the inflation rate.” Thus, helping
the producets of agricultural com-

modities to improve their produc-

tion and lower the price is crucial in
bringing down inflation.

- “All of these, we are trying to put
together and I really believe that it’s
a large part of why the inflation rate
has begun to come down,” Marcos
said in an interview on the sidelines
of the Livestock Philippines 2023.
“Now, that we have been able to
stabilize the price of sugar by making
a very clear schedule of importation,

_ ,makmg a very clear schedule of as-
- signment of the importation where

it goes to the industrial or if it goes
to food. This is the kind of thing that

is helping to bring down the infla-

tion rate.”

‘Managing inflation
Moreover, June’s figure was

aligned with the projected range

of 5.3 percent to 6.1 percent set by
the Bangko Sentral ng Plhpmas and

below the median estimate of 5.5
percent by private analysts.

“We are making progress in
managing inflation and we can
expect that it will decline to within
two to four percent by the end of

the year,” National Economic and

Development Authority Secretary
Arsenio M. Balisacan said in a state-
ment.

Balisacan said the inflation rate

deceleration can be primarily at-
tributed to a decrease in food infla-
‘tion, which slowed to 6.7 percent
compared to the previous month’s
7.5 percent.

Additionally, non-food inflation
also experienced a slowdown, declin-

_ ing from five percent in May to 4.1

percent in June.
- This decline in food prices, mean-

while, was due to a slower rate of -
mﬂanon in meat (0.3 percent com-
paredto32percent),eggsanddairy ;

products (11.2 percent compared to
12.1 percent), and bread and other

cereals (11 percent compared to 11.4

percent).

Despite this positive trend, head-
line inflation has remained persis-
tently high throughout the first half
of the year, averaging 7.2 percent.
This figure stands significantly above
the government’s target band of two
percent to four percent.
Meanwhile, Finance Secretary

of 8.7 percent in January. ‘I

1<

Benjamin E. Diokno said the latest

. inflation figure serves as confirma-

tion that the momentum for possible
price hikes has been steadily dimin-
ishing in recent months.

- “The seasonally adjusted month-
on-month inflation slowed down to
0.1 percent in June 2023, from a 0.3
percent monthly rate in the previous
month,” Diokno cited.

Core inflation, which exclud&; se-
lected volatile food and energy items,
declined to 7.4 percent in June from
7.7 percent in the previous month,
also depicting a tapering in price
pressures.

“The consistent declme in mﬂa-
tion rate for the fifth consecutive
month suggests the ‘government’s
continued progress m tammg infla-
tion,” Diokno said.

“This indicates that we are on
track to manage inflation to w:thm

tieissometlme in the fourth quarter
year and below the lower limit

| of the target in the first quartei: of

2024,” he added.

Despite the slowdow_rn, Diokno
said there is still more to do, but the
economic team assures the Filipino
nation that the Marcos administra-
tion is ready to take on forthcoming
challenges and bring down the cost
of 11v1ng while fostering a robust
economic environment. (With a re-
port from Betheena Unite)
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‘Your days are numbered’

Marcos warns smugglers, hoarders, prlce fixers; DOJ, NBI ordered to mvestlgate

By BETHEENA KAE UNITE

resident Marcos said he

is determined to go after

smugglers and hoarders of

agricultural goods, stressing
that Filipinos are dying of starvation
because manipulative schemes in the
market continue to thrive.

“Kaya't hindi natin basta pabayaan
ito dahil may ginugutom na Pilipino,
may namamatay from starvation and
poverty ang Pilipino dahil sa kanilang
ginagawa (We will not just let this go
as they are causing hunger to Filipi-
nos; people are dying due to starvation
and poverty because of their acts),”
Marcos said in an interview on the
sidelines of Livestock Philippines 2023
on Wednesday, July 5. “Hindi maaar-
ing ituloy nila ang kanilang ginagawa.
Tama na ‘yan at titigilin natin yung
kanilang masasayang ginagawa (They
cannot go on with what they’re doing.
That'’s enough and their happy days
are numbered).”

The President pointed out that
the smuggling and hoarding of agri-
cultural goods in order to manipulate
the prices “amounts to economic
sabotage,” prompting him to order
the Department of Justice (DOJ) and
National Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) to conduct an investigation on
syndicates behind the hoarding and
smuggling of onions.

Marcos did not impose a deadline
on the DOJ and NBI inquiry, but neyv-
ertheless said he wanted the
agencies to finish it soon. ‘I

WELCOME
HIS EXCELLENCY

FOOD SECURITY — President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (center) cuts the ceremonial ribbon at the opening of the Sixth Livestock and Aquaculture Philippines 2023 at the World Trade
Center in Pasay City on Wednesday, July 5, 2023. Joining the President are (from left) Agap Party-list Representative Nicanor Briones, Quezon First District Representative Wilfrido L
Mark Enverga, Senate Committee on Agriculture and Food Chairperson Senator Cynthia Villar, Department of Agriculture Senior Undersecretary Domingo Panganiban, Informa Markets e
Philippines Country Manager Gerard Leeuwenburgh, and.Pasay City Mayor Imelda Calixto- Rubianu (Noel B. Pabalate) ! Sy



LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page __Z of _Z




THE PHILIPPINE

_\

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL v

Date: TULY CX?, W Page; _u___

£

Yo 4
W

LIBRARY

| pE®T. OF AGRICULTURE

EDITORIAL

Economlc sabotage

onif',r of onions but also other

: Department of Agnchltum,
data showed only a ‘modest
supplyshortfall of 7.56 percent

in onions last year. Owners of -

cold storage facilities also said
there was ample onion supply.

: Lawmakers who conducted an

inquiry mto the onion crisis’
have zeroed in on one other
explanation for the 87 per-
cent inflation rate for onions’
in December last year, when
retail prices soared up to an
eye-watering P750 a kilo: carbel
activity.

President Marcos, who ls
concurrent agriculture sec-

‘retary, has been informed

by Congress members who‘
conducted the inquiry that
substantial evidence has been
- unearthed, showmg that the.
cartel is engaged in the mul-
tiple aspects of onion trading,
from farming to warehousmg,
logistics, local tradmg and im-
portation.
Last May, the House of

Representatives had identified

the Philippine VIEVA or Veg-
etable Exporters and Vendors
Association Philippines Inc.

as the principal player in the
- alleged onion cartel. Phil VIE-
VA is a group of companies
owned by Lilia or Leah Cruz,

 tagged as the “sibuyas queen”
by lawmakers.

The President has ordered"

the National Bureau of In-
. vestigation and its mother
agency the Départment of
Justice to study the findings
of the House and pursue those

engaged in the smugglingnot

_offense that he said is tanta-
- mount to economic sabohge

‘some time, considering that

‘commodities such as sugar,

_and a regular harvest of sug-

ing for action on the con-
“troversial _process. of im-

-release of an import order
- by the Sugar Regulatory

agricultural products —an

‘This probe could take
agricultural products include.

whose prices have stubborn-
ly refused to soften despite
the importation of 440,000
metric tons earlier this year -

arcane. The Presidentsaid he

is setting no deadline for the

NBI probe. :
The public is also wait-

porting the 440,000 MT of '
sugar, which was awarded
to just three companies
handpicked by the agricul-
ture department. The sugar
began arriving ahead of the

Administration.
“Expectations are also high

|about the government push-

ing through with the reported
plan to overhaul agricultural
supply and value chains to
bring down food pnces while
at the same time raising the
income of farmers. _
Similar probes into vari-
ous cartels have been ordered
by previous administrations.
Because the President is serv-
ing concurrently as agriculture
secretary, however, there are
higher expectations that his
order will produce solid re-.
sults. '
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Your days are numbered



The Manila Times',

~ BY KRISTINA MARALIT

RESIDENT
Ferdinand Marcos

Jr. on Wednesday
vowed to bring to justice
hoarders and smugglers
of agricultural products.

“We can't allow them to continue.
Enough is enough; we must put a stop to
their ways,” Matcos said in Filipino'on the
sidelines of the Livestock and Aquaculture
Philippines Expo 2023 held in Pasay City.

“There are many syndicates that are
really operating, and we have to go aftér
them," he added: |

The President had earlier tasked the
Department of Justice (DoJ) and the Na-

. tional Bureau 'of Investigation (NBI) to
probe groups behind the smuggling and
hoarding of onions that resulted in a stiff
increase in the product’s price. =

The DoJ said it would collaborate with
the Bureau of Customs, the Department of
‘Agriculture and other concerned govern-
ment agencies in conducting the probe:

- "I told the DoJ and NBI that they
should focus not/just on onions but also

" the syndicates. There are many syndicates
operating; we should go after them,”
Marcos said, noting that‘such activities

- amount to economic sabotage.

~“The ‘Do] said perpetrators would

* be charged with'violating Republic
Act 10845, ‘or ‘the "Anti-A'gricultl]ral
Smuggling Act of 2016," which refers
to the illegal importation of' agncul

: ENOU GH IS E N OUG'H Presldent Ferdlnand Marcos Jr. at the l.lvestock and Aquaculture Philippines Expo 2023 tural products; i _ Page L
“held on Wednesday, July 5, 2023, PHOTO BY RENE H. DILAN : : ' >»SmugglersA8
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They c\ot.{ld also face penalties
for profiteering, ho ar ng fand
smuggling — all recog
of economic sab&a

The depa nent.
enhancing the‘mgulato frame-
work for agricultural imports and

strengthening border controls to
prevent similar incidents from
“happening in the future. .

- Speaker Ferdinand Manm
«mua.cla said the Presldent s du‘ec
to ptamp out; ca,nels \behind food

. price manipulation. . | ..
“This is a welcnme develop-
.ment, a deuswe acuon thatmani-

.clamp. d.own on .!!ns.c.r.upulous
businessmen. preying on hapless
 Filipino consumers and hamper-
ing his administration'’s efforts to
sustain the robust growth of our

%mﬂ M : u‘ﬁ;

“and help pnces,‘ especsaﬂy s farmmg‘ 1mportat10n, Tocal
- amid reports pnoesofomonsare trading, warehousing and logistics.
It was Romualdez who called for -

Date:

o G 1003
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economy,” Romuald& said ina
statement on Wednesday
h should

£ further W,,

‘onthe rise again,” he added. .

- Malacafiangsaid the Presldent s
d.txgcnye was baged on a memo-
randum &ubmrtted by Marikina
Rep. Stella Quimbo indicating

+ substantial evidence pointing to
the existence of an onion cartel,
,Whlch could be behind the surge
in onion prices in 2022.

o Last May, during a heanpg of
.the House Committee on Agri-
culture and Food chaired by Rep.
-Wilfrido Mark Enverga (Quezon,
st Dlstnct), Qm,mbo ﬂﬂgedjbﬂ
lia, or Leah Cruz, an;d;hgg@m@
) conttoiled ﬁl;m at the cex;terof the

,m
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alleged onion canel
Quimbo said the cartel, which

group of com-
gaged in various
m-ﬂﬁ‘supply chain sucB

operates thm

pg{ues,

a congressional probe on onion
afterthepnces ofthe agri-
cﬁl

P700 perkiloin  Decemberlast year.

= ‘Meanwhile, Rep. Elpidio Barzaga
said the,

ln (Cawte. 4th District).
Pre31d'ents brder fonhe DoJ and
“the NBI'to launch an investigation

sshowed that Marcos had-been fol-

lowing the hearings and that he
recognized the huge role they played

in helping dismantle the biggest on-

ion cartel in the country and restore

thepnees,@fmﬂﬂmmkproduttsm
Aheirprevious levels, i

“It only shows the Chlef Execu-
tive's seriousness in protecting the
welfare of the public, especially
ox;dma;y people — consumers

4and ﬂle;,fanqm who till the land
to ensure that we'll all have food
to eat,” Barzaga said in a separate

istatement. "
In the meantime, Romualdez

i sa;d the House of Represantaﬂves
roducthn a record}ugh of

is readyto promde authorities with

‘the data uncovered from the com- |

mittee heamgs, ‘to provide them

a head start” in their inyestigation.

Ve will contmue 10 monitor

“prices; especially of basic staples
‘like rice, vegetables, meat; onions, -

and garlic, o protect our people

from hoarding, price mampula-:
tion; unreasonable price increases,

-and other practices in restraint of
trade thau han;per competmon,
he sa1d ¥/
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BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

ISING palay (unmilled rice) prices will
help boost the government’s Masagana Rice
ndustry Development Program (MRIDP),

a Department of Agriculture (DA) official said.

Agriculture Undersecretary for
Rice Industry Development Leo-
cadio Sebastian said the increase
in the prices “would attract farm-
ers to join" the program.

He cited the report from the
Philippine Statistics Authority
- (PSA) showing that the average
farmgate price of palay at the
national level increased by 10.6
percent to P19.06 per kilogram
(kg) in May 2023 from P17.24
per kg in May 2022,

Sebastian said the DA wanted to
speed up implementation of the
MRIDP, particularly the clustering
of rice farms tilled by irrigators
associations (IAs), farmers coop-
eratives, and other associations
registered with the Cooperative

Development Authority.

The Agriculture department
held its Rice Technology Trans-
fer Workshop last week in
Cauayan, Isabela for the Ilocos
Region, Cagayan Valley and
Central Luzon, and the Cordil-
lera Administrative Region to
set strategies of the MRIDP,

the first of which is.to cluster °

to 100 hectares the program
beneficiaries. The clustered
beneficiaries will receive inter-
ventions like seeds, fertilizers
and other technologies from
the DA in partnership with the
private sector,

“Thereafter, we can strategically
position the seeds, fertilizers, farm
machineries and other interven-

LIBRARY
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tions in time for the dry season
planting, starting in September,
after four months of which har-
vest commences in February or
March,” Sebastian said.

Under the strategy, existing
IAs formed under the National
Irrigation Administration will
be tapped to receive interven-
tions and assistance.

“The other key strategies
of MRIDP are increasing pro-
duction by optimizing yield,
reducing risk and increasing
resilience; promoting digital
and information technology in
agriculture; and modernizing
production, agribusiness and
agri-industrialization,” Sebas-
tian said.

The MRIDP aims to achieve
four outcomes: a self-sufficient
rice industry with increased
production, yield and farm
incomes; enhanced resilience
to disasters and climate risks;
a rice industry that is digitally
transformed; and ensured ac-

.. i

cess to safe and nutritious rice,

Last month, Sebastian said
that a bountiful harvest during
the first semester (January to
June) planting season would
yield a 6-percent production
increase that would ensure the
daily food needs of Filipinos
during the third quarter.

He said that palay production
could reach 8.605 million met-

_Tic tons (MT) in 2023, or about |

5.6 million MT of milled rice,

This volume — in addition
to the 1.8 million MT carryover
stocks of milled rice and the ar-
rival of 1.8 million MT imported
rice — would be sufficient to
meet'local demand of 7 million
MT from January to June,

He attributed the current
price fluctuations to the high
local and global production
costs, affecting the prices of
both domestically grown palay
and imported rice, respectively,

But he said that “we expect this

to stabilize.”

Page of




CLSU unveils food processi

THE Central Luzon State University
(CLSU) in Mufioz, Nueva Ecija has inaugu-
rated its research and development facility
for food processing, funded by the Agricul-
tural Competitiveness Enhancement Fund
under the Department of Agriculture (DA).

The facility houses different food pro-

cessing equipment like a smokehouse,

freeze dryer, automatic meat slicer machine
and cabinet dryer, among others. It is un-
der the Department of Food Science and
Technology of CLSU's College of Home
Science and Industry (CHSI).

“The same facility will also strengthen
-the mode of instruction, research and
extension endeavors of CHSI, as well as
the assistance of the university to micro,
small [and] medium enterprises (MSME),
cooperatives, and other stakeholders in de-
veloping food products for their livelihood

The Manila Times”

Date:

opportunities,” CLSU said in a statement.

Armando Espino Jr., CLSU vice president
for research and extension, acknowledged
the efforts and dedication of the DFST
faculty in acquiring the equipment and
upgrading their facility. He also recognized
the strong partnership between DA and

- CLSU, as the department always shows its
support for the research initiatives of the
university.

Junel Soriano, director of the DA-Bureau
of Agricultural Research, said he recognizes
the initiative of CLSU in assisting MSMEs
involved in food processing.

“I want to see in the future that they

(MSMEs) bring their knowledge and skills -

to their communities and teach other as-
sociations or groups, especially the food
growers,” Soriano said.

CONRAD M. CARINO

06 JUL 2023

B The research and development facility for food processing of the Central Luzon State University in Muiioz, Nueva Ecija.
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iture, poultry,

hvéstock can survive
El Nino's impact—govt

1HE govemment expressed
optimism on Wednesday
that the country can over-
come the hurdles posed by El Nifio
* phenomenon to the poultry, live-
stock and aquaculture industries.
“The problem with the water, [
think, is solvable when it comes to,
in terms of the Iwestock The dif-
ficulty [is] with crops In ﬁshenes,
not much, as you can imagine. So,
I think I'm confident that when it
comes to livestock and the broil-
ers, the hogs, and the cattle,” the
problems are manageable, Presi-

. dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. saidina :

sideline interview at the Livestock

Philippines Expo 2023 that opened
Wednesday at the World Trade
Center in Manila.

He added that problems can be
reckoned with “if we continue to-be

 able to fix the systems, and now, of

course, the biggest issue is still the
ASF [African swine fever] and then
the Avian influenza. So, slowly it
looks like we are getting control
and we are seeing a good supply
here for us now. The price is not

wvery volatile, it is quite stable.”

The President said he beheves -

that as Iong as the country con-

an "EL Nifo,” Az

El Nmo...

CONTINUED FROM A1

tinues to develop more and take
advantage of all of the mew avail-
able ‘vaccines, it can fight diseases
affecting the industries.

“I think we can sustain it. Not
only sustain it but let’s make it
even better, let’s make it bigger.
Make it more efficient, make it
more streamlined,” said Marcos,
the concurrent Agriculture secre-
tary.

Still at the Livestock Philippines
Expo 2023, the President said the
government is implementing the
Integrated National Swine Produc-
tion Initiatives for Recovery and
Expansion (INSPIRE) Program,
with more than 430 farmers’ coop-
eratives and associations benefit-
ing from the program.

He also announced the comple-
tion of Phase One of the safety and
efficacy trials for the ASF vaccines,
and the Philippine Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) product cer-
tification process for. the vaccines
while Phase Two trials are under-
way. The govérnment is also mak-
ing progress in the procurement of
Avian Influenza vaccines, he said.

'Invited dignitaries and officials
from the Department of Agricul-
ture, together with Informa Mar-
kets, the organizer of Livestock
Philippines, warmly welcomed the
President, whose championing

- modernization and agricultural

development is timely to his visit
to Livestock Philippines. Around
300 local and international exhibi-
tors showcased at the expo their
machinery, products, and other
services beneficial to the agricul-
ture industry, particularly to the
livestock, poultry, and aquaculture
sectors.

Now in its sixth edition, Live-
stock Philippines 2023 highlights
tHe theme of the ecosystem of live-
stock and poultry supply.chain on
food security, safety, and sustain-
ability as the show coincides with
the country’s celebration of Nutri-
tion Month in July. Specialists are

slated to spearhead the seminars

and conferences that will under-
score the need for a modernized
but safe approach to livestock,
aquaculture, and poultry farm-
ing in ensuring safe and sustain-
able food production. Some of the
conference topics are contributed
by the National Dairy Authority,
the Philippine Carabao Ceriter, the
Bureau of Animal Industry, and

the National Livestock Program
to name a few. This year, Livestock
Philippines also collaborated with
new partners like the Philippine
College of Swine Practitioners.

Livestock Philippines also high-
lights exclusive technical semi-
nars by the exhibitors about the
in-depth discussion on feed pro-
duction, sustainable livestock pro-
duction, aqua farming, breeding,
broiler caging system, and egg fo-
rum.

The show’s success is being at-
tributed to the valuable partnet-
ship between the DA and Informa
Markets—the organizers of Live-
stock Philippines and its ASEAN
and Taiwan series. The exceptional
insights of the DA, along with its
affiliated agencies and the global
marketing connection of Informa
Markets, made Livestock Philip-
pines the most trusted trade event
for livestock, poultry, and aquacul-
ture since 2011.

Livestock Philippines is concur-
rently held with the 3rd edition of
Aquaculture Philippines, led by the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR).

This year, Livestock Philippines
expects around 10,000 trade visi-
tors both local and international.

Raadee S. Sausa
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Lava-l

By ROMINA CABRERA

Lava flow has reached 2% 8 kllome- '

ters from the summit crater as Mayon
‘Volcano's high level of unrest contin-

ued in the past 24 hours, according to

the Philippine Institute of Volcanol-
ogy and Selsmology -

"Phivolcs said the very slow effusmn

' of lava continued on the Mi-isi (south)

and Bonga (southeastern) gulhes 'of the
volcano.

Five dome-collapse pyroclastic density -

currents (PDCs) that lasted for two to five
mumtes were observed aside from 232
&-'; ¥

'_xepetl,;we pulse tremor.. o

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL
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 volcanic hazards

As Mayon continues to be restive, the
Albay Pubthafety and Emergency Man-
agement Office (APSEMO) gave assur-
ance that there are enough food and other
relief items for more than 5,000 families in
25 evacuation centers across the province.

'Eugene Escobar, APSEMO assistant
head, said supplies that can last for three
months are on standby. ;

6 182 hoctares

of agrl land at risk

Meanwhile, the Department of Agri-
culture (DA) said 6,182 hectares of ag-
ricultural land are at nsk from Mayon’s

akeand ' explosive eruption.
i‘f; In a bulletin 1ssued yesterday, the DA

Continuous moderate dega.-mpg pro-g said 1,378 hectares of rice fields, 1, 125
duced steam-laden plumes rising 200 hectares of cornfields, 626 hectares of

meters from the summit erater.

Sulfur dioxide emissions. averaged
1,170 tons per day. -

More than a rmmth since increased
seismic activity Was observed, Mayon
remains under Alert Level 3. 1%

Phivolcs stressed the need to evacuate
residents within six-kilometer per-
manent danger . zohe due to the dan,
of PDCs, lava ﬂow, rockfalls and other

r City.

vegetable farms and 3,053 hectares of fruit
farms may be affected in nine towns and
cltlésm Albay.
. The DA said there are also 52,626 ani-
mal heads in the affected areas.
Agricultural damage due to Mayon’s
unrest has not been recorded, but ashfalls .
were m&fﬁtored ui Gumobatan and Ligao

e
Last mgﬂtﬂ;ﬁﬁhe DA activated its com-

/‘animals in the centers.

ow from Mayon
‘extends 2.8 kms

mand center to momtor the situation.

_ It has identified 26 animal evacuation
centers outside the six-kilometer-radius
extended danger zone. -

“To date, there are 20 animal pooling
sites with 1,120 animals (cattle, carabao,
goat, sheep) evacuated from 467 farmers.,
Evacuation of ammals is ongoing,” the
DA said.

Gov'taid

The DA said it provided P1.25 million
worth of drugs, biologics and feeds for the
evacuated animals.

Itis conducting regular livestock health
monitoring and disease surveﬂlance of

.‘_“

The DA distributed P1.17 Imlhon worth
of agricultural inputs to evacuees for the
“establishment ofP ‘communal ‘gardens at
evacuation sites in partnership with the
Department of Labor and Employment.

Kadiwa centers near evacuation cen-,
ters were opened in coordination with
~ the Department of Social Welfare and
Development, Department of Trade and
Industry, farmers’ associations, micro,
small and medium enterprises as well
as local government units. — With Cet
Dematera, Bella Cariaso, Danessa Rivera
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SINAG: File charges vs agri
smugglers, hoarders

By BELLA CARIASO

A farmers’ group wants charges
filed against people, including gov-
ernment officials, involved in smug-
gling, hoarding and price fixing of
agricultural products.

The Samahang Industriya ng
Agrikultura (SINAG) made the call
yesterday after President Marcos
ordered the Department of Justice
(DOJ) and National Bureau of In-
vestigatiom(NBI) to probe people
involved in these illegal activities,
including officials from the Bureau
of Customs, Department of Agri-
culture (DA) and Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI).

SINAG president Rosendo So
said the DOJ and NBI should un-

mask personnel from the BOC, DA
and BPI'who are conspiring with
unscrupulous traders.

On Tuesday, Marcos directed
concerned agencies to investigate
the smuggling, hoarding and price
fixing of onions and other agricul-
tural products.

‘Marcos, who also serves as ag-
riculture secretary, said the order
stemmed from the House hearings
conducted on the issue.

“The investigation should not
only include onions but all the agri-
cultural products as it really affects
the local industry,” So said.

SINAG executive director Jayson
Cainglet said the pieces of evidence
gathered during the House inquiry
are enough to file charges against

“those involved.

Retail prices of onions reached as
high as P720 per kilo in December
2022 amid shortage in the supply due
to hoarding and price manipulation.

Marcos vowed to put an end to
the unlawful activities of smug-
glers and hoaders of agricultural
products, saying their operations are
causing starvation and poverty.

Marcos did not set a deadline
for the investigation, but expects
the NBI and DOJ to come up with a
comprehensive probe. '

Marcos reiterated that the
activities of hoarders, smugglers
and price manipulators amount to
economic sabotage.

— With Alexis Romero, Delon
Porcalla, Marc Jayson Cayabyab
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inflation drops to

BY NINA MYKA PAULINE ARCEO

NFLATION slowed for a ﬁfth consecutive
‘month in June as transportation and food
prices fell, the Philippine Statistics Authonty
~ (PSA) reported on Wednesday

The 5.4—percent result, down from
6.1 percent in May and a year earlier;
fell within the Bangko Sentral ng Pili-
pinas’ (BSP) 5.3- to 6.1-percent fore-
cast for the month. It also matched
. the 5.4-percent median in a-Manila

Times poll of economists. '

- Ttwas the lowest recorded infla-
tion in the past 13 months, the
PSA said.

Core inflation, which strips out
volatile food and energy items,

also declined to 7.4 percent from .

.7 percent.

Year to date, headlin_e inflation
stood at'7.2 percent while core

inflation ' was at 7.7 percent. It

remained well over the central
bank’s 2.0- to 4.0-percent target.
“The downtrend of the overall
inflation in June 2023 was pri-
marily influenced by the slower

annual increase in the heavily,

weighted food and non-alcoholic

_beverages at 6.7 percent in June -
2023 from 7.4 percent in the

previous month, ” the PSA said in
a statement.

Date: __|yld G, 7013
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 “The faster annual decrease in
transport at -3.1 percent during
the month from -0.5 percent in
May 2023 also contributed to the
downtrend .of the overalI mﬂa
tion,” itadded.
"Housmg, water, electnoty, gas
and other fuels was the third main
source of deceleration of the head-

line inflation in June 2023 with

a 5.6-percent annual growth rate
from 6.5 percent in ‘May 2023
The PSA noted that higher infla-
tion rates were seen in the index of
personal care, and miscellaneous
goods and services at 5.8 percent
from 5.7 percent in May 2023,

" Food inflation at the nat}onal
level eased to 6.7 percent in June
from 7.5 percent in May. This was
primarily due to lower annual
growth in meat and other parts of

slaughtered land ammals at 0.3
percent from 3.2 percent. ’
“This was followed by fruits

‘and nuts with an inflation of 11.4

percent in June 2023 from 14.3
percent in the previous month i
the PSA said.

The National Er:ononncanrl Devel
opment Authority also noted slower
inflation for meat, eggs and dairy

rqducts, bread and other cereals,
_ Socioeconomic Planning Sec-

retary Arsenio Balisacan claimed -

that the government was “swift to

_ provide immediate solutions to
- mitigate the effects of rising prices,
particularly for the most vulner-

able sectors.” -
“We are-making progress in
managlng inflation, and we can
expect that itwill decline to within
2-4 percent by the end of the year,”

The Manila Times”

Nz LIBRARY

! DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

he added

“The g government remains com-

mitted to protecting the purchas-
ing power of the Filipino people
by ensuring food : sequnty, reducing
transport and logistics costs, and
lowering energy costs for Frllpmo
households.”

_ The Bangko Sentral ng P111p1
nas emphasized that inflation
risks remained and were leaning
toward the upside due to the pos-
sible impact of fare and minimum
wage increases, supply constraints,
the El Nifio weather pattern and
higher toll rates. .

In June, the BSP kept its pohcy
rate steady at 6.25 percent for a
second straight policy meeting
after raising key interest rates by a
total of 425 basis points since May
of last year.

4% in June

The 2023 rnﬂatmn forecast was
also cut to 5.4 percent from 5.5
percent but that for next year was
raised to 2.9 percent from 2.8
percent. .

For 2025, :nﬂatlon is expeqted

to average 3.2 percent.

“The BSP stands ready to ad]ust

the monetary pohcy stance as

necessary to- prevent the further
broadening of price pressures. as
well as the emergence of addi-
tional second-order effects in view
of the persistent upside risks to
the inflation outlook. the central
bank said.

“The BSP also supports the
timely and effective unplementa
tion of nonmonetary government

measures to mitigate the impact of

persistent supply side pressures on
inflation,” it added.
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GRICULTURE is known to
ccount for about 70 percent
of fresh water consumption glob-
ally, and I do not see that trend as
sustainable as fresh water is not
a finite source. The sad thing is
not much has changed when it
comes to irrigation practices in the
Philippines and globally. But we
cannot wait for the time when ag-
riculture will have limited or lesser
access to fresh water as urbaniza-
tion and industrialization also
have fresh water requirements.

In the immediate scenario, the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysi-
cal and Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration declared on Tuesday
(July 4, 2023) the onset of the El
Nifio phenomenon in the country

that is expected to last until the end -

of this year or the first quarter of
next year. This is definitely bad news
forthe whole country, including the
Philippine agriculture sector.
What puzzles me is El Nifio
episodes are predictable and there
- are hundreds of proven measures
to mitigate its impact, most es-
pecially to the agriculture sector.
What also puzzles me is there
are existing irrigation technologies
that have proven to conserve water
and increase farm production

The Manila Times”
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A look into advances in irrigation technology

MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
D. DAR

output simultaneously, and the
advent of artificial intelligence
(AI), machine learning and digita-
lization are helping develop more
efficient irrigation systems.

One of the proven irrigation
technologies is drip irrigation de-
veloped in Israel in 1959 where
water is literally “dripped” on the
roots of crops through a series of
pipes or hoses with holes. With Al
and digitalization, I believe that
drip irrigation can be more efficient
or save more water. The savings in
water using drip irrigation is up to
80 percent while crop yields can be
increased by upwards of 20 percent.

Drip irrigation can also be
used to deliver nutrients to crops
through a process called “fer-
tigation,” reducing the cost of
fertilizer use. Today, there are
many companies that have drip
irrigation systems as part of their
product offerings, like Rain Bird
in the United States, Irritech in
Italy and Netafim in Israel. These

companies have also tapped into
the power of Al and digital tech-
nology to further improve their
drip irrigation systems.

Netafim, which can claim to
be the leader in drip irrigation
technology, currently has systems
that utilize soil moisture sensors
and weather data to automatically
adjust water delivery.

Micro-irrigation, meanwhile, is
an advancement of drip irrigation
that utilizes very small emitters to
deliver water directly to the roots
of plants. This type of irrigation
system is primarily designed for
high-value crops, particularly
fruits, vegetables and flowers.

Smart irrigation

Traditional irrigation systems
can also be made more efficient
through a “smart” system that de-
ploys Al and a host of other tools
like sensors to monitor the weath-
er and condition of the soil and
crops. The other tools deployed
are metering and mechanical dis-

~ tribution systems that deliver the

most optimum level of water to
grow crops. The metering system
also sets a schedule on delivering
water, as irrigating crops must be

conducted at certain intervals and
during the best time of the day, like
when the sun is not out.

Sensors have also become more
sophisticated. For example, US-
based Toro Co. offers a smart ir-
rigation system called the Precision
Soil Sensor, which utilizes wireless
sensors to measure soil moisture
levels and generate information
that will be sent to a controller.
The controller will then make
adjustments on what is the most
optimum level of water to be de-
livered to the crops based on the
conditions in the field.

More advances in
irrigation systems

Another advanced irrigation system
that is gaining popularity for its ef-
ficiency is subsurface drip irrigation
(SDI) that delivers water to the root
system through a dripline under-
neath the soil. This type of water de-
livery ensures almost zero water loss
from evaporation, especially in hot
climates or tropical environments.
SDI can become more efficient if
it is combined with a mechanical
system governed by Al and sup-
ported by sensors for the crops and
climate. Toro Co. and Rain Bird

now offer SDI systems with smart
controllers utilizing weather data,
soil sensors and flow meters to op-
timize delivery of irrigation water.

Meanwhile, Jain Irrigation Sys-
tems has products that use recycled
or reclaimed water that helps
conserve precious water resources.

While all the recent or latest
developments in irrigation tech-
nology looks promising, the issue
of ensuring fresh water supply
should also be addressed and this
can be done also through rainwa-
ter harvesting, The wonder about
rainwater harvesting is it is low
tech and can be integrated with
the latest in irrigation technology.

Advanced irrigation systems
are one of the technologies that
farmers must adopt over the short
to medium term to help conserve
precious water resources and in-
crease crop yields.

So, to furtherimprove yields, farm-
ers can start adopting high-yielding
varieties of the crops they cultivate,
and utilize drones for the delivery of
pesticides and for field monitoring,

With the rapid advances in tech-
nology, farmers will never run out
of solutions and innovations to in-
crease their yields and conserve pre-
cious rescrees like soil and water. .

DEPT. OF AGRICULTUREL

However, the high cost of tech-
nology can discourage smallholder
farmers in adopting the latest in
agricultural innovation. Among
the solutions to address that issue
is to organize farmers, and extend
low-interest loans so they can ac-
quire the technologies they need.
Private companies can also offer
intensive training and low-cost
financing to the organized farmers
or agribusiness companies seeking
advanced irrigation systems.

The organized farmers can also
partner with a research institution
like a state university or college
(SUC) that would assist them in
technology adoption. ?

A good example of a state uni-
versity that can assist farmers in_
advanced irrigation adoption is
the Central Luzon State Univer-
sity in Mufioz, Nueva Ecija that
has developed its own advanced
irrigation systems: drip irrigation
for garlic and onion production;
and automated furrow irrigation
system for sugarcane.

And my wish is for more SUCs
to develop agricultural technolo-
gies and be at the forefront of
helping farmers adopt to emerging
scientific innovations for sustain-
ably growing food.
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This rooftop gare IS aso in

PHOTOGRAPHER by profession, Don

Bustamante was diagnosed with type 2

iabetes in 2015, and his doctor advised

him to eat nutritious food such as vegetables.

Because of this, Bustamante thought of building
an organic garden in his yard and rooftop.

When the pandemic hit in 2019,
Bustamante also lost his liveli-
hood due to the lockdowns. But
he didn't go hungry because of
his rooftop garden that also earns
him money.

“I have no passion for garden-
ing because the agriculture sector
is considered the least attractive
economic sector in the country.
But I got interested when I was
diagnosed with type 2 diabetes.
Because I wanted to follow the
doctor’s advice to reduce my rice
intake and increase vegetables, I
attempted to grow them,” Busta-
mante told The Manila Times.

He then thought of gardening
on the rooftop of his residence
in Taguig, realizing that he didn't
have a place to grow his crops.

“Ilive here in a highly urbanized
area. So, the biggest problem is if
you want to grow crops, you don't
have your own land, especially

here in Metro Manila,” Busta- |

mante said.
He said it just so happened that
when he started gardening, his

house was still under construc-

tion, and he designed it to have a
small portion where he can grow
his own food.

Bustamante made all the prepa-
rations for his rooftop garden.
“When planting, you must have a
good space. If you have a rooftop,
first clean your rooftop and imag-
ine where you will put the plants.”

“If there are things that will
bother you, you have to remove
them. You also have to study

M Don Bustamante tends to his rooftop garden in his residence in Taguig. TMT SCREENGRAB
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where the sunlight comes from.
Remember that sunlight require-
ments are depending on what you
plant,” he added.

In his rooftop garden, Busta-
mante plants mostly pechay,

which he said is an example of a _
crop that requires sunlight from |

six to eight hours.

“So, when you plant on the
rooftop, look for an area where
the sun shines from six to eight
hours. There are also other types
of crops like herbs such as dill,

basils and coriander, these are the |
ones that need three to six hours of

sunlight,” Bustamante said.

‘His first foray into planting
was not very successful but he
perservered.

“So that's where [ started to
study. There are a lot of free infor-
mation on the internet, and I also
asked my friends who are into
gardening what should be done,
he said.

Bustamante sought mforma-
tion from Filipinos and not from
content creators based in another
country because their climate is
different from the Philippines.

“I learned from friends and
acquaintances, and I also learned
from social media, on the internet,
and little by little, I learned the
correct mixing of soil and fertil-
izers," he said.

For those who are new to urban
farming, Bustamante recommends
planting pechay whose light and
water requirements are very im-
portant.

The Wanila Times'

Date:

“After a lot of practice, I per-
fected the soil, light and water
requirements of pechay, which
makes it easier for me to grow
other crops like the green leafy
mustard, lettuce and kangkong,”
he said adding that their soil, light
and water requirements are almost
the same.

He thought lettuces only grow in
cooler locations, but some variet-
ies can also grow in hot areas like
Metro Manila, otherwise, they will
taste bitter.

Bustamante started growing
crops five years before the pan-
demic when more people became
interested in gardening increased.

Teiching what
he has learned

Now he teaches what he haslearned
and doesn't want his students to go
through the trouble of getting the
right soil mix, among others.
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“I tell my students directly what
the formula is, so that it will be
easier for them. For those who
want to learn, I avoid teaching
them the hard way because they
might get discouraged,” he said.

He also promotes organic gar-
dening that includes fermenting
the intestines of fish and chopping
up leaves to convert them into
fertilizer. Fruits go through fer-
_mentation that takes weeks before

one can take advantage of its uses.

Bustamante has been into re-
cording and bookkeeping when
he started gardening.

“I do trial and error. Sometimes
when I plant, I see no impraove-
ments, so [ go back to zero. Thus,
I thought maybe it would be easier
if I had all data recorded,” he said.

' Everything he did was docu-
mented, the soil mixing and
the amount of fertilizer applied,
among others. Hewrote everything
and when his plant doesn't grow,

By
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he refers to his data to review and
make necessary adjustments until
he discovers the correct procedure.

Once a week, Bustamante also

applies organic fertilizer using

fermented plant juice to accelerate
growth and make the leaves look
better and don't turn yellowish.

“Because it's an organic planting
method, there's no overdose even
ifyou give it to the plant every day,
but once a week is good enough,”
he said.

Due to his perseverance, Busta-
mante is also known as a successful
organic practitioner in the online
world who also earned a YouTube
silver button plaque for his first
100,000 subscribers. He now has
350,000 followers on his YouTube
Channel.

“But the most important thing is
watching and learning from what
you show in the video, My sub-
scribers are automatically notified
whenever I upload videos. What

is more important is how many
views there are because revenues
are based not on subscribers but
on views,” he said,

He said he created his YouTube
Channel as he wanted to share
information “because I believe that
sharing is enriching so whatever
you learn, share it with others.”

He said he didn’t know about
video monetization and that

was not his intention. But when

he started his YouTube Channel,
within three months, his channel
was monetized. That was during
the pandemic when many people
became interested in plants and
ornamentals,

“When I started engaging in ag-
riculture and gardening, so many
opportunities came. When my
YouTube Channel was monetized,
it became a new source of income
for me and my family, which also

made me quit my job and had to

focus on gardening,” he said.
Page
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By Keisha B. Ta-asan
Reporter

HEADLINE INFLATION slowed
for a fifth straight month in June,
the lowest in 14 months, as food and
transport prices eased, the state sta-
tistics agency said on Wednesday.

However, the potential impact

of El Nifio and wage hikes may
fuel price increases in the second
half of the year, analysts said.

Preliminary data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) showed the consumer price
index (CPI) eased to 54% in June
from 6.1% both in May 2023 and
June 2022.
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Inflation further decelerates in June

This was the slowest in 14

months or since the 4.9% clip in
April last year. It was also the first
time inflation fell below 6% since
the 5.4% print in May 2022.

* The June print was below

the 5.5% median estimate in a

BusinessWorld poll conducted
last week, and at the low end of
the 5.3-6.1% forecast range of

the Bangko Sengral ng Pl]lplnas

(BSP).

Seasonally ad]usted mflatmn
slowed to 0.1% in June from 0.3%
in May.

Year-to-date inflation settled
at 7.2%, still higher than the
revised 5.4% forecast by the
central bank. It also marked the
15" straight month of inflation

exceeding the BSP’s 2-4% target
band.

The slower annual increase
in the food and transport index
contributed to the deceleration
in inflation, National Statistician
Claire Dennis S. Mapa said at a
press briefing on Wednesday.

' The indexforfood and non-alco-
holic beverages eased to 6.7% from

74% in the previous month. Food
inflation alone decelerated to 6.7%
in June from the 7.5% in May, due
to the slower rise in prices of meat
and other parts of slaughtered land
animals (0.3% in June from 8.2% in
May), fruits and nuts (11.4% from
14.3%), and sugar, confectionery
and desserts (28.9% from 31.6%).
Inflation, S1/9
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JUNEINFLATION SLOWS TO 5.4% EL NINO A RISK

: By Ca1U. ORDINARIO
W @caiordinario

considered
A_4done of the
major upside risks
to inflation in the

according to the
Bangko Sentral

ng Pilipinas (BSP)

and the National
Economic and
Development
Authority (Neda).
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“The BSP stands ready to ad-
just the monetary policy stance as

~ necessary to prevent the further

broadening of price pressures as
well as the emergence of additional
second order effects in view of the

persistent upside risks o the inflation outiook,”

BSP said.
“The BSP also supports the timely and ef-

fective implementation of non-monetary gov-
arment measures fo mitigate the impact of
persistent supply-side pressures on inflation,”
it added.

t may be noted that Ef Nifio years such as

1998, which saw one of the worst dry spells ex-
perienced by the country, saw inflation average
9 percent and peak at 10 percent, according to
PSA data. )

However, data showed thatin 2014 to 2016
when the country also experienced an El Nifio,
inflation averaged 3.8 percent in 2014; 0.9 per-
centin 2015: and 1.4 percentin 2016.

“The Inter-Agency Committee on Inflation
and Market Outlook will continue to take proac-
tive steps to address the main causes of infla-

Page: '8! 7~ y

The scenario of all rice categories showing
rising prices, including spedial rice which is im-
ported, indicates that El Nifio is not just being
felt in the Philippines but in other parts of the
world.

Bloomberg earlier noted that the El Nifio
will have the largest impacts on countries like
India, Argentina, the Philippines, Australia, and
Peru in terms of GDP reduction.

In terms of inflation, Bloomberg said Ar-
gentina, Brazil, India and the Philippines will
experience the largest increases in commodity
prices.

The Bank of the Philippine Islands (BPI) said
given this, importing food may now be less ef-
fective in terms of slowing inflation.

“Importing food from abroad might be-
come less effective in addressing supply prob-
{ems since E Nino is expected to dffect other
parts of the world,” BPI stated in an economic
brief.

The PSA said the 7.5 percent food inflation
at the national level in May 2023 also exhibited
2 downward movement for the fourth monthin
arow.

In the previous month, food inflation was
posted at 8 percent. However, despite the de-
celeration, the May 2022 food inflation was stil
lower at 5.2 percent.
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" Food -accounted for a 42.5-percent share,
“or 2.6 percentage points to the overall infla-
tionin May 2023," PSA said.
The core inflation, which excludes selected
 food.and energy items in the headline inflation,
slowed to 7.7 percent in May 2023 from 7.9 per-
* cent jn April 2023.
#This brings the average core inflation of
‘January-May 2023 to 7.8 percent. In May 2022,
core inflation was observed at 2.8 percent.

On Wednesday, the Philip-
pine Statistics Authority (PSA)
reported, that inflation slowed to
5.4 percent in June from the 6.1
percent posted in May 2023 and
June 2022. (Full story herel: https://
. businessmirror.com.ph/2023/07/05/

inflation-slows-down-to-5-4-in-june-
dnumtren‘d-moutly-due~to-cheape‘r'—
food-trampo-cwu-pan/)
“The Philippine weather bureau,
‘Pagasa, on Tuesday issued an advi-
- sory that El Nifio’s impact will be
Iﬂgs_tgronojinced in the latter part June 2023, all increased. It can be noted that
of 2023 and will extend until the tice, the country’s food staple, isa water-loving
‘ & gop.
sec“orﬁi ql::lﬁz:fo?s;tk?g. Ranrne Rice: has a weight of 8.87 percént.of the
fation outlook ‘continues to lean Consumer Price Index (CPI) of the Al House-
e G i : holds and 17.87 percentwelghtmthe (Plofthe
toward.s"the upside owing to the Bottom 30 percent of Households.
potential impact of additional “We are seeing that the changes fin prices]
transport fare increases and mini- are across the three commadity’groupings of
\mm wage adjustments, persis- rice,” Mapa said. e ST
tent supply constraints of key food “Yung presyo sa [The prices in] rétail (with
items, El Nino weather conditions, : the] reqular, [this is] Jocally produced [Qut the
and possible knock-on effects of - uptrend_is]' very simﬁ, a few centavos every
higher toll rates on prices of key o e Februar‘y(lt y
agricultural items. Meanwhile, the
impact of a weaker-than-expected
global economic recovery remains
the primary downside risk to the
outlook,” BSP said in a statement.
BSP said the June 2023 infla-
tion rate was within the BSP’s fore-
cast range of 5.3 to 6.1 percent. It
is also consistent with the assess-
ment  that inflation will remain. 3
elevated over the near term before -
gradually decelerating back to tar-
get range in last quarter of 2023
in the absence of further supply-
o oo i Sk b vt ‘ o

. tion. This is particularly important considering
i the impending El Nino, which poses risks to
i food supply and prices,” Socioeconomic Plan-
ning Secretary Arsenio M. Balisacan said.

This may be a concern given that rice prices
are already increasing. PSA National Statistician
Claire Dennis S. Mapa said rice prices have been
climbing since January 2023.

Rice inflation reached 2.7 percent in Janu-
ary 2023; 2.2 percentin February; 2.6 percentin
: March; 2.9 percent in April; 3.4 percent in May;
| ‘and 3.6 percentin June.

Mapa also said all rice categories, regular-
and well-milled as well as special rice prices in
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PHL delegation of plant-based

product exhibitors
to Seoul generate $174.69M

in initial export sales

of the highest” among the trade
fairs participatedin by DTI's export

By ANDREA E. SAN JuAN

Y@andreasanjuan !

marketing arm under the Coconut
: { Farmersand Industry Development
HE Department of Tra.de and _Plan (CFIDP) followingits first year

f impl ion in 2022.
Industry (DTI) announced the  °* %lippineiiadeandiavestment
Center (PTIC) in Seoul Commer-
Phlllpplne de]'egatlon Of Coconut cial Counselor Jose Ma. S. Dinsay
and plant-based products exhibitors = emphasised chat the potential for
coconut and plant-based products

to the Seoul Food and Hotel (SEH) ' | i Korea @ hilger ™ 4510

“Aside from retail products,

2023 generated initial export sales e w50 o i et o
of $174.69 million during the four- poruniticy i g VARG 60
¥ 5 : manufacturing, food processing,
day food and hospitality trade show farming, pharmaceutical, and cos-

: : metics,” Dinsay added.
he].d from May 30 to June 2, 2023 at The export marketing arm said
; : i JR L the initiative is part of the imple-
the Korea International Exhibition N e
(KINTEX) Center 1, South Korea. and Industry Development Plan,
2 - where the DTI has been assisting
e farmer cooperatives and exporters

to increase their knowledge in the

According to the DTI-Export million in sales under negotiation global market through research,
Marketing Bureau (EMB), the mis- and $19.89 million actual sales. marketing, and marketing promo-
sionresultedin “significant” interest The $154.80 million sales under tion strategies, and in line with the

from foreign buyers, with $154.80 negotiation, DTI-EMB said, is “one Philippine Export Development

Page } of
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‘Plan (PEDP) 2023-2028.

In fact, DTI Assistant Secretary
Glenn G. Pefiaranda said the Philip-
pines ‘wasabletoproveitsreadiness
to seize opportunities for coconut
and plant-based products and col-
laborate with Korean buyers.”

With this, Pefiaranda said the

DTIwill “strengthen” its initiatives
thataimto expandanddlversﬂy the
country’s exports, in line with the
PEDP 2023-2028.

- SFHis Korea’s “most promment
international food and hospitality
trade show, connecting global busi-
nesses andmabhngKoreanbuyers to
access premium products worldwide.

Organized by the Korea Trade-
Investment Promotion Agency (KO-
TRA) and co-organized by Informa

Markets and KINTEX, the 2023

edition consisted of2,515booths of
1,316 companiesfrom 39 countries,
DTI reported.

Moreover, DTI said SFH provides

a“valuable”platform fornetworking,
showcasmgpmdncts andfacilitating
business opportunities within the
food andhospn:allty sectors makmg

A Invacer lesok at tederys usines
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it a key event for industry profes-

sionals and businesses looking to
engage in the Korean market.
“The Philippine participation

in SFH also enabled Philippine =
micro, small, and medium en-

terprises [MSME] to gain on-the-
ground market insights that will

allow them to better position their -
products in the highly competitive

Korean market,” DTI said.
ThePhilippine delegationincluded
14 coconut, coffee, and cacao export-

- ers,and twofarmer cooperativesthat
were featured in the Coconut Philip-
pines pavilion, and four exporters of
plant-based products in the Asean

Trade Fair, and was led by DTI-BMB

and PTIC-Seoul.
The Coconut Philippines Pavilion
showcased the products of Benev-

elle Corporation, Cattleya & Rose

Gourmet Foods Trading, Eng Seng
Food Products, Fortune of Wishes
Seafood Products, ants of Life
Inc., Greenlife Coconut Products

Plnhppmes Inc,, Hijo Superfoods,

KahpunanngMathtnaMagnmryog
ng P1hpmo Agriculture Cooperative,

LARFLL .

Kimes Food International Inc., Mari-
gold Manufacturing Corporation, -

- Miguelitos International Corpora-

‘tion, Pinagdanlayan Multi-purpose
Cooperative, Profood International
- Corporation, Sol’s Italian Food, -
Theo & Philo Chocolate Factory,
and Tongsan Industrial Corporation
which gained high level of interest
fromboth Koreanand other foreign
buyers during SFH 2023.
According to the DTT’s export
, marketmg arm, the Coconut Phil-
ippines pavilion and Philippine
“booths at the Asean Korea Trade
Fa:rwerewmted bymajorbuyersand
_ Iarge general food companies such
as Lotte, E-Mart, Daesang Group; .
i 'Shmsegae department store; and
e-commerceplatformslike Coupang

and AMAZON Korea. .

Meanwhile, the DTI-EMB said
these major buyers expressed their
interest to source Filipino products,
pamcularly desiccated coconut, co-
conutwater, coconutbutter, coconut

“chips, coconut wraps, fruit crisps,
vegetable crisps, and calamansi
" fruit concentrate,
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Inflation consistent with BSP target

By LEE C. CHIPONGIAN

he Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

(BSP) said Wednesday, July 5,

that the lower June consumer

price index (CPI) is within
its expectation on the medium-term
inflation path of a below four percent
inflation by October or November this
year. :

This is the fifth month that CPIis on
adecelerating trend since hitting a peak
of 8.7 percent in January. The continued
decline in inflation allows the BSP’s
Monetary Board to keep its policy rate
unchanged for some time if there are
no more supply shocks.

“The BSP stands ready to ad]ust the
© monetary policy stanceas necessary to

prevent the further broadening of price -

pressures as well as the emergence of
additional second order effects in view
of the persistent upside risks to the
inflation outlook,” the BSP reiterated
on Wednesday after the government
announced a 5.4 percent June inflation
versus the month of May’s 6.1 percent.

Based on BSP data, this is the first
time that inflation fellbelow six percent
since June 2022 when it increased to 6.1
percent from 5.4 percent in May of last

year. After Iune 2022, CPI has contin-
ued to rise until it peaked in January.

Before June 2022, the last time
inflation exceeded six percent was in
August 2018. That year, CPI peaked in
September and October at 6.7 percent
before declining to six percent by No-
vember and to 5.1 percent by December
2018.

The BSP also reiterated that it con-
tinues to encourage and supports the
government’s “timely and effective
implementation of non-monetary
government measures to mitigate the
impact of persistent supply-side pres-
sures on inflation.”

The BSP projected June
inflation will range from a
lowof 5.3 percentto ahigh
of 6.1 percent. It said that
the 5.4 percent actual
June CPI is “consis-
tent with the overall
assessment thatin-
flation will remain
elevated over the
near term be-
fore gradually
decelerating
back to tar-
get range

in Q4 2023 in the absence of further
supply-shocks.”

From a peak of 8.7 percent in Janu-
ary, inflation has steadily declined to
8.6 percent in February, 7.6 percent in
March, 6.6 percent in April, 6.1 percent
in May and 5.4 percent in June.

The central bank continues to as-
sess that there are more upside risks to
inflation outlook than downside risks.

Theupside risks include the poten-
tial impact of additional transport fare
increases and minimum wage adjust-
ments, persistent supply constraints
of key food items, El Nifio weather
conditions, and possible knock-on
effects of higher toll rates on prices of
key agricultural items, it said.

Downside risk is primarily the im-
pact of aweaker-than-expected global
€Conomic recovery.

As of its last Monetary Board policy
meeting on June 22, the BSP has an
average inflation forecast for 2023
of 5.4 percent, lower than its May 18

projection of 5.5 percent. For nextyear,

the BSP raised its CPI projection to 2.9

~ percent from 2.8 percent previously.

The BSP has a current “hold” po-
sition in monetary policy setting. The
benchmarkrateis still 6.25 percent for

the last two policy meetings in a row. A
pauseinthe monetary tlghtemng cycle
will give BSP time to review markets’

conditions after the aggressive rate

hikes, especially asset prices.

The BSP has raised the key rate by
a combined 425 basis points to ensure
CPI will go back to within the target
range of two percent to four percent by
2024. As of end-June, inflation aver-
aged at 7.2 percent, still way above the
target of two percent to four percent.
But the year-to-date average CPI is
on point to BSP's forecast of what
inflation will be by the end of the first
half 2023, based on its latest Monetary
Policy Report.

Under the BSP's inflation targeting
framework for monetary policy, the
targetis defined in terms of the average
year-on-year change in the CPI over
the calendar year:

The BSP said the two percent to
four percent inflation target until 2025

Temains an “appropriate quantitative

representation of the medium-term
goal of price stability” that is “optimal
for the Philippines given the current

- structure of the economy and outlook

of macroeconomic conditions over the
next few years.”

Page

of



P FPP I NES DATLY

INQUIRER

Date: Oul:{ O(o, mg Page:

A d Ay

W
~nt

St =

LIBRARY

{ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

5.4% inflation rate
lowest in 13 months

The inflation rate cooled to a 13-month low in
June, easing to 5.4 percent and surprising most
economists. Analysts on Wednesday said the rise
in the prices of basic commodities was still fast,
but they agreed that it should slow down as early
as September. National Statistician Dennis Mapa
cited the slower increases in the prices of food,

transport fares, fuel and electricity as factors.
—STORY BY RONNEL W. DOMINGO

M

‘Inflation cools t0 5.4%,
sIOws i nths 4

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

The rate of growth in prices of

goods and services that house-

holds commonly  purchase
cooled to a 13-month low of 5.4
percent in June and both gov-
ernment and private-sector an-
alysts expect the monthly read-
out to be back down to 4 percent
or less as early as September.

The turnout in June was
better than the expectation of
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP), which predicted 5.7 per-

~ cent, as well as those of analysts
whose common forecast was
around 5.5 percent.

Still, average inflation from
January to June remained at 7.2
percent, still way off the BSP’s
full-year target range of 2 to 4
percent.

National Statistician Den-
nis Mapa said at a press brief-
ing that the downward pull on
headline inflation was main-
ly due to slower increases
in prices of meat, fruits and
sweets; gasoline, diesel and
road transport fare; as well as

STILL COSTLY, BUT UNDER CONTROL A male shopper keeps an

eye on his amount dlie at a grocery in Quezon City. —FILEPHOTO

electricity and home rent.

On the other hand, prices of
personal care services as well as
of miscellaneous goods and ser-
vices grew at faster rates in June.

Decline expected

with five consecutive
months of decline since 8.7 per-
cent in January, inflation was
the slowest since the 6.1 percent
recorded in June 2022.

“We are making progress
in managing inflation and we
can expect that it will decline to
within [target] by the end of the

year,” Economic Planning Sec-
retary Arsenio Balisacan said in
a statement.

Balisacan said that in line
with efforts to bring down pric-
es further, especially for the
benefit of the sectors that are
most vulnerable to high pric-
es, the government expects to
begin this month the so-called
food stamp program, where
poor families are given food
subsidies worth P3,000.

According to BSP, the infla-
tion level in June was consis-
tent with the expectation that

prices will remain high over
the next few monthis before
gradually decelerating in the
fourth quarter.

Japan-based Nomura Group
said in a commentary that the
direction of its forecast sug-
gested a sharp decline in infla-
tion during this second semes-
ter of 2023.

“If [El Nino] does not coin-
cide with the main crop, partic-
ularly rice, it may only delay or
reduce the impact [on food out-
put],” Nomura said.

The economic research
team at the Bank of the Philip-
pine Islands (BPI) agreed that
inflation may reach target lev-
els by September or October “if
conditions remain favorable.”

BPI said that this might hap-
pen considering that the global
economy is still struggling with
weak demand.

“However, we also see up-
side risks that could prevent
inflation from declining faster,”
the homegrown bank said. “The
most significant risk is food
security, especially given the
looming El Nifo.” ma



Preparing for El Nifio

- With El Nifio back once again after seven years, it's time
to put more muscle into the El Nifio Task Force to carry out
the country’s Extended Roadmap to Address the Impact

of El Nifio (E-RAIN) strategy, as well as introduce further

' improvements to mmgate an foreseen harsher effect on the
Philippines.

During the country’s last El N1no spell, which lasted 18
months from 2015 to 2016, about five percent of our farmers
and 550,000 hectares of farmlands were badly affected by
an EI Nifio-induced drought. Aggregate reports indicated
BIZLINKS severe effects on a third of the coun-

; try, where a state of calamity was
i declared in six cities, 16 provmces,
and 65 municipalities. - g

The World Meteorologlcal Orga-
nization (WMO), which monitors
weather and climate information
across the globe, provides crucial early
and reliable warnings of severe weath-
er that are used by decision-makers to

‘be better prepared for climate changes.

For this current El Nifio cycle, the WMO is predicting
breaking temperature records and more extreme heat in many
gl?e-lts of the world. The warnings by the WMO for countries

y to be most affected by this current El Nifio cycle include
the need by respective governments to mobilize all prepara-
tions to limit the impact on the economies.

Agriculture shock

Numerous studies have shown how El Nifio negativel
impacts affected countries’ gross domestic product (GDP),
household incomes, and per capita consumption, and if not
managed well, could induce high-inflation resulting from
raised food prices,

For the Philippines, our agriculture sector will bear one of
the biggest shocks that severe droughts can bring. Not many,
will remember the El Nifio of 19971998 when the amount of
ram in the country fell to half of Historical levels, inducing

ts in two-thirds of farmlands. The dryness was so
bad at almost 10,000 hectares of natural forests caught fire

and were dectraved
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During the last El Nifio seven years ago, average rainfall in

Luzon decreased by 14 percent, 21 percent in the Visayas, and,

35 percent in Mindanao. An estimated $325 million in crops
were damaged, and put in peril the lives of tens of thousands
of affected farming families.

While agriculture’s contribution to GDP has dropped to
barely nine percent over the years, its relevance to the whole
economy is still substantial, especially when one takes into
consideration downstream agricultural processing, input
production, and agriculture-related trading and transporting.
More importantly, agriculture employs almost a quarter of the
country’s workforce.-

. Anticipating the worse
Having in place an early response system has been recom-

‘mended to help cushion the impact of income losses. With the

help of international aid programs, early interventions to pre-
pare for the worst consist of training the government’s national
and local agriculture technicians on dxsaster preparedness and
climate change adaptation.

Other major initiatives are cash-for-work; food distribution,

‘public information, water system improvements, and seeds

and fertilizer distribution. The distribution of certified seeds

for rice, corn, and vegetables in the past have allowed farm -

families to re-start livelihood opportunities after months of
living in uncertain conditions.

During the last El Nifio, RAIN was able to successfully
stabilize food prices and food supplies nationwide by support-
ing crop production in unaffected or mildly affected regions.
Together with the distribution of food stamps and the removal
of rice import quotas, reports showed a substanhal reduction
in economic losses.

The President had called for the reactivation of the El
Nifio Task Force two months ago, which should give the
team enough lead time to prepare the country for the worst.
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical

Services Administration (PAGASA) warned that the worst

of El Nifio would likely be towards the end of the year until
the second quarter of 2024. \ :
Room for improvement .
Among the areas that the Task Force could improve on are
in the faster, more systematic delivery of cash aid. A review
of how the Department of Budget and Management (DBM)

con1ld mivickluy make availahle fiinde tn affected miral and 1irhan
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households is in order, similar to what happened three years
ago when the pandemic lockdowns were ordered. - .

Redirecting allotted funds for other climate-related activi-
ties and budgets should likewise be reviewed, which should
give the government more flexibility in adjusting aid distri-
bution where and when best needed:

The United Nations has already warned of global supply
and price pressures on rice should droughts badly affect
major rice-producing countries. Being partially dependent
on rice importation, the Philippines is at risk of disruptions
that could lead to rising prices.

The Task Force, likewise, needs, to improve weather fore-
casting systems and make these accessible to farmers. Having
technology play a larger role for our agriculture séctor has
been a challenge that has been endlessly talked about, but
has remained just talk. .

- Once again, although likely too late, the P}uhppmes needs
to improve on its water management system. Not only does
this mean better irrigation infrastructure and system for areas
that are likely more prone to droughts, but also to stabilize
water supplies to urban areas that are most often affected by
lowered water levels.

Additionally, a committed and all—encompassmg food se-
curity program is needed that would put in place sustainable
researches on drought- and flood-resistant crop varieties, a
network of farmer-friendly grain and food storage systems,

,and many others.

The latest inflation numbers have just come in, and even
if it has dropped to 5.4 percent last month, the average is still

high at 7.2 percent. The last thing we need is a new pressure |

point in the coming months.
: Facebook and Twitter

We are actively using two social networking websites
to reach out more often and even interact with and engage
our readers, friends and colleagues in the various areas of
interest that I tackle in my column. Please like us on www.
facebook.com /ReyGamboa and follow us on www.twitter.
com/ReyGamboa.

Should you wish to share uny mstghts, wrtte me at Lmk'

‘Edge, 25" Floot, 139 Corporate Center, Valero Street, Salcedo
Village, 1227 Makati City. Or e-mail me at reydgamboa@

yahoo.com. For a compilation of premous articles, visit
woinin Rizlinke Philinnines net.
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 Inflation in the country eased fr
for the fifth straight month in June
largely due to slower increases in

food prices, the Philippine Statistics

Authority (PSA) said.
~ In a press conference yesterday, PSA
chief Dennis ngf)a said headline infla- |

tion - the rate

) Inflation From B1

since 4.9 percent in April last year.

The June inflation rate is also with-
in the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ 5.3
to 6.1 percent forecast for the month.

Mapa said the slowdown in infla-
tion was mainly due to the prices of
food and non-alcoholic beverages,
which had a lower inflation rate of
6.7 percent in June from 7.4 percent
in May.

increase in prices of

He said meat, fruits and nuts, and
sugar, confectionery and desserts
contributed largely to the slower
inflation in food and non-alcoholic
beverages.

Also driving the downtrend in °

overall inflation was the faster de-
cline in transport costs to -3.1 percent
in June from -0.5 percent in May.
The housing, water, electricity, gas
and other fuels commodity group
was likewise cited as another source

and
RS vl

of deceleration in inflation as the
index registered a lower inflation
rate of 5.6 percent in June from 6.5
percent in May. .

Core inflation, which excludes
volatile food and fuel items, also
eased to 7.4 percent in June from 7.7
percent in May.

Average inflation for the January
to June period was at 7.2 percent, still
above the BSP’s two to four percent
target range.

H
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He said this is the lowest inﬂati.qx.i_l?xint

in

umi ¥

w' 9% o

Economic Planning Secretary
Arsenio Balisacan said the latest
data shows progress in managing
inflation.

“We can expect that it will decline
to within two to four percent by the
end of the year,” he said.

Mapa said the trend in overall
inflation is going down, but there are

still risks, including rice, with prices -

of the food staple slowly increasing.
He said rice inflation rose to 3.6
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1) ‘gSBt.:ls and services — continued to move June last year.
ataslower pace of 5.4 percent lastmonth,
from 6.1 percent the prior month

percent in June from 2.2 percent in
February.

In June alone, he said increases
were seen across the three rice cat-
egories tracked by the PSA such as
regular milled, special and well-
milled rice.

For regular milled rice, he said
the average price rose from P40.60
per kilo in April to P40.90 per kilo in
May, and went up further to P41.20
per kilo in June.
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IFAD bats f0r more mvestments in
rural areas to curb food insecurity

the pandemic, the war in Ukrame and
the acceleration of tl:mate chan e,
* the International Fund for Agrlcmltural

A MID a qlobal food crisis tnggered by

Development (IFAD) is pushing. for gr,egte E

investmentsinthesmall-scalefarmersand
producers in developing countries.

. Alvaro Lario, IFAD president, recently
visited Ireland where he advocated for more
investmentsin rural food producers. He said
in a statement that planters in developing
‘countries generate a third of the world’s
food but are often mostimpacted by hunger
and poverty. :

“Investing in small-scale farmers is an
investment in a more prosperous and stable
world. We cannot continue to neglect rural

women and men. After years of under-

funding, we need to urgently scale-up these
investments so that rural people and small-

scale farmers can adapt to climate change,

increase local food pruductlon and access
markets to earn a decent Ilvmg, said Lario.
] “Failureto dosowlllmean more hunger, more
poverty and more conflict and migration.”
“Ireland has relentlessly shown that the
fightagainst hungerand puverty isa critical
issue that needs to be prioritized. | look
forward to meeting Irish decision-makers to
provide an updated briefon the urgent need
" toinvest much more in rural people and in
food systems to make them more productive,
 resilient, inclusive and sustainable/”
While small-scale farmers produce up
to 70 percent of food inilow- and middle-
- income countries, they are often the first to
go to bed hungry. About 80 pércent of the
world’s poorest people live in the rural areas
“ of developing countries. '~
Official development assistance (ODA)
to agriculture has been Stagnant at 4 to 6

percent for at least 2 decades. Small-scale
farmers receive less: than 2 percent of global
dimate finance, and on average, they earn

" "2 mere $0.06 for every $1 worth of food

they prdtiuced

With rg&efd investments, small-scale
farmerscan adapttodimate change,andaccess
the markets, technologiesand financial services
that will transform their lives.

IFAD said investing in-agriculture is two
to three times more effective at reducing
poverty-than investment in any other
sector. Between 2019-2021, IFAD said its
investments raised the incomes of 77.4
million rural people while improving food
security for 57 million people. -

At the Paris summit on a New Global
Financial Pact, 22-23 June, IFAD and French
President Emmanuel Macron, made a call

 forgreaterfunding from IFAD’s 177 member

states to mobilize as much as $10 billion
for IFAD's work in rural areas between
2025-2027.

During his two-day visit, Lario met with

i Michael D. Higgins, Premdentoflreiand Sean

Flemmg, Minister of State for International
Development and Diaspora; Charlie

. McConalogue, Minister for_ Agriculture,

Food and the Marine; aswell as the chairand

. co-chairsof the Parliamentary Committee for

Foreign Affalrs—overseelng development

" matters. ;
- Minister for International Development

andDiaspora Sean FlemingT.D. said: “Ireland

~ is proud to partner with IFAD to help lift

small-scale farmers and rural communities

" out of poverty. President Lario’s visit is a
great opportunity to discuss the immense -

global challenges we face related to food,
nutrition and climate, and our shared vision
for how to respond.” i
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HE European Union is
set to propose softer
rules on genetically

modified crops in a plan
backed by big agricultural
companies and opposed by
green activists and small
farmers.

The measure, to be adopted

under a broader package on
biodiversity and food sectors,
is aimed at making agri-food
systems more sustainable and

resilient, according to draft EU

~documents seen by Bloomberg
News. Supporters such as
Bayer AG say it’s needed to
counter the effects of climate
change, while detractors argue
it will boost seed costs and
hurt consumers.

The European Commission,
the bloc’s regulatory arm,
wants to relax rules on crops
made with so-called new
genomic technologies, or
NGTs, which can improve
tolerance to diseases, pests
and environmental stresses.
Current regulations aren'’t
keeping up with developments
like gene editing, which the
bloc had previously deemed-
subject to the same policies
as all genetically-modified
organisms (GMO).

“The Union risks being
excluded to a significant
extent from the technological

Aavralanmant and aranamie

BusinessMiIirror »- o = $i¢

‘uw.uu‘adm toclays hiusiness

EU set for battle over relaxmg GMO crop rules in green push

social and environmental
benefits that these new

" technologies can pote’ntiaily

generate if its GMO framework
is not adapted to NGTs,”

the commission said in the
draft law being proposed
Wednesday. “In turn, this
would lead to less strategic

~autonomy for the Union."

. The new measure comes at
a time when governments and
businesses across the region

| are increasingly balking at the

costs associated with the bloe’s
transition to a low-carbon
economy. It follows a proposal
on nature restoration that ran
into Parliamentary opposition

nwer ranrarne nfite affect an’

AN ear af comn grows at the Bayer AG booth during the
Farm Progress Show In Decatur, lllinois. BLOOMBERGNEWS 8%

G

food security and inflation.
The assembly is due to hold a
plenary vote on it next week.

Regulatory rollback

THE regulatory rollback on
GMOs is intended for plants
produced with targeted
specific mutations or
modifications from the same
or closely-related species. It
will not apply to crops inserted
with foreign species.

The commission has a
policy of not commenting on
draft documents.

Bayer, one of the world’s

largest suppliers of genetically

modified crops, said the
El nronosal will accelerate

’4.
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breedmg of plants that can
better cope with extreme
weather, helping farms boost
resilience against climate

_change.

“This new re gulatlon

is as important as the
establishment of book printing
was for leading sciences,” said
Matthias Berninger, global
head of public affairs, science,
sustainability, health, safety
and environment at Bayer.

Once adopted by the

-commission, the proposal

will need endorsement from
both the European Parliament
and from member states. It
has already drawn criticism
from Green lawmakers
in the EU assembly for
significantly softening the
existing requirements on
labeling, traceability a.nd risk
assessment. |

“This is really a false
miracle solution that plays
in the hands of big business
and is against small farmers,

. small seed breeders and also

against consumers,” said Tilly
Metz, a member of the Green
party in the EU Parliament.

“The consequences will be

higher seed prices, less seed

choices and less breeding

innovation, greater use

of pesticides and more
herbicide-resistant weeds.” Page

Bloomberg News
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