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BY WENDELL VIGILIA

' THE enactment of the law con-
doning the debts of farmers is a
“legacy legislation” that President
Marcos Jr. can mention in his

© second State of the Nation Ad-
dress (SONA) on July 24, Speaker
Martin Romualdez said yesterday.

.+ Republic Act No. 19953, ot the

f4 Ncw Agrarian Emanc:pauon Act,
* was signed by the Presmlent last
Fnday

#° “Itis indeed a legacy leg:slat:on :

I that will benefit not on]y the ben-
2 eficiaries of the agrarian reform
- program but their families, their
~ communities and the whole nation
' as well;”” Romualdez said.

L RA 11953 condones P57.56

¢ billion worth of debt of 610,054

Malaya

Business Insight

JUuLt

Date:

~agrarian reform beneficiaries -

(ARBs) who are cultivating a total
of 1.173 million hectares of land.
These farmers are beneficiaries

‘of the Comprehensive Agratian

Reform Program (CARP).

With their debts written off,
Romualdez said hundreds of
thousands of farmers will now
have extra resources to spend on
food, education, shelter, wellness,

+and other family expenses that they

would otherwise forego.

Under the new law, the: Depart-
ment of Agratian Reform' (DAR)
will issue Certificates of Condona-
tion in favor of ARBs, which shall
be annotated on the Emancipation

- Patent (EP) or Certificate of Land

Owncrshlp Award (CLOA), as the
case. may be. :

be mcluded m SONA’
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When the condonation 'fdkes
effect, the approptiate Registry of
Deeds shall register the EP, CLOA,

ot any other title pursuant to the
applicable agrarian reform law, .
along with the annotation of the:

Notice of Condonation. )
“For me, this is the true intent
of agrarian teform, for out farm-
ers to own the land they till and
for them to cultivate it without the
burden of debt. It has now become
a reality for more than 600,000 of
our farmers with the signing of the
law;” Romualdez said. =
‘Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Ray-
mund Villafuerte said the con-
donation of the farmers’ CARP
debts puts flesh to a provision of
RA 11494 or the “Bayani to
Recover as One Act” or Bayani-

han 2 which aims tq give financial
relief to ARBs duting the state of |
calamity declared by then President
Duterte at the height of the CO- |
VID-19. emic. 4
Under Section 4 of RA 1 1494
“the payment of interests, penﬂ .
alties and surcharges of lo:
used for land acquisition to any

. and all government agencies aﬁ_

government-owned or -con
trolled corporations (GOCCS
including Land Bank of the Phil-
ippines (LandBank), shall be con- i
doned and the remaining original
pnnmpal value be restructured
without interest thereon,” said
Villafuerte, who was also the
principal author in the House of 1
RA 11469 or the “Bayanihan to
Heal As One Act.”
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Marcos urged: Focus

on

| Nino, water crisis

Push Maharhka bﬂl to the back burner Koko

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

SENATE minority lcader Aqulhno
Pimentel III yesterday asked President
Marcos Jr. to focus on short and long-
term solutions to the water crisis and the

looming threat of the El Nifio weather .

phenomenon in his second State of the

Nation Address (SONA) on July 24.
The two pressing issues, Pimentel

stressed, are far more important than

 the controversy-ridden Maharlika Invest-

ment Fund (MIF) bill which administra-
tion lawmakers and economic managers
have been rushing to be enacted:

He said the negative effects of the

two have “far-reaching consequences”

that could play havoc with the country’s
economy; particularly on food security
and agricultural productivity, and it would
do well for the president to focus his
sights on addressing them.

“Huwag puro Mahatlika Investment
Fund (Don’t put too much attention to

the Maharlika Investment Fund). The .

adverse effects of watet shortage and El
Nifo have far-reaching consequences
on various sectors of the economy. Past
droughts and water ctises have caused a
significant toll on the economy, business,
agriculture, powet generation, public
health, and natural resources, among
others,” Pimentel said.

The senator cited a study by Columbia
University stating that the El Nifio event
in the late 1990s left 70 petcent of the
Philippines experiencing. devastating
drought conditions, while Union Bank
of the Philippines Inc. chief economist
Ruben Catlo Asuncion has warned that
a strong El Nifio event could lead to
national gross domestic product (GDP)

! See PUSH) Page B3
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losses of up to $3.3 billion.

~ “These staggering economic
implications highlight the impor-
tance of pro-active and preventive
measures to mitigate the impact

. of the water crisis and El Nifio. It
is crucial for the President to use
the State of the Nation Address
asa platform to present long-tetm
strategies and sustainable solu-
tions that can mitigate the effects
of water shottage and El Nifno,”
Pimentel said. .«

He said that while President
Marcos Jr. has eatlier acknowl-
edged the gravity of the water cti-
sis when he said last March that 11

~ million families still lacked aceess
to clean watet,, .f-hﬁ govemment
should also be more pro-active in
solving the problem.-

“The concerns about the im-
pending water shortage and El

Nifio phenomenon were made -
~was at 179.26 metets as of 5 a.m.,
yesterday, while the water level of |

earlier. Ano na ang ginawang
hakbang ng gobyerno (What has
the government done? As 1 said
before, the government should
take an anticipatory approach and
not merely be passive in addressing
these challenges),” Pimentel said.

The Philippine Atmosphetic,
Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGA-
SA) has warned that the El Nifio
phenomenon’ could cause dry

~

spells and droughts in the country
in the last quarter of the year and
the first half of 2024.

Itsaid that at least 28 areas could
experience dry conditions and 36
others may record dry spells by
the end of 2023, while at least 26

areas in Luzon, including Metro.
Manila, may expetience drought :
& - to conserve water and electricity

by January 2024, :
The United Natlons World

Meteorological Organization has -
likewise officially declared the -
cmcrgcnce of ElNifio conditions |

zTndpxcal Pacific fot the

ﬁrs time in.seven years, witha 90
perceht’pmbabﬂ.tty of it persisting

until the second half of 2024.
Over the weekend, Maynilad
Water Services announced daily
water supply interruption in sev-
eral areas in Metro Manila starting
Wednesday due to Angat Dam
falling below its minimum operat-

_ing level.

The water levcl in Angat Dam

the Ipo Dam was at 98.59 meters.
_ Angat Dam supplies potable
water to Metro Manila and nearby

‘provinces. It is also the source of

itrigation water for Bulacan and
Pampanga farmers. On the other
hand, the Ipo watershed, a wital

link in the Angat-Umiray-Ipo wa-

tersheds system, supplies around 96
petcent of the water needs of NCR.
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Maynilad said the water inter-
tuption will cover several areas
in Caloocan City, Malabon City,
Manila, Valenzuela City, Navotas
"Clty and Quezon City, and will be
mplemented from 7 pm. to4a.m.,

with some locahugs to be affectcd ;

until 6 a.m.
Pimentel appcaled to the public

during this critical period.
~from both the government and
the public, I implote each of us to

‘conserve water,” he said.

HEALTH ISSUES

On the heels of the onset of the

El Nifio phenomenon, the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) yesterday

said it is on alert over the possible

surge in cases of diseases, such as
dengue and cholera.

In a press conference, DOH
spokesman Dr. Eric Tayag said
they are on guard over the possible
rise in dengue cases as seen during
the 1998 El Nifio phenomenon.

“One may wonder why the
threat of dengue when mosquitoes
need water. But, during El Nifio,
there is a tendency by the people
to store water. These water con-
tainets, thus, become the breeding

places of mosquitoes,” said Tayag,

Based on the latest Dengue

“These probléms need immed-
‘ate attention and concerted efforts

Sw;veﬂlance' Reportt, there are
- 72,333 dengue cases reported from
January 1 to June 17, which is 14
- percent higher than the 63,526
dengue cases recorded during the
same period last year.

Health Secretary Teodoro Her-

bosa also said they are concerned
over the potential cholera out-
breaks that the El Nifio may cause,

especially in ateas ‘where there are

water interruptions.
“When water pipes are shut off,

- thtse old, broken, and dilapidated

tend to be penetrated by ditty wa-
ter, especially those near comfort

" rooms,” said Herbosa.

According to the latest Cholera
‘Surveillance chort there are
2,125 cholera cases reported from
]anuai'y 1 to June 17. This is 4 per-
cent lower than the 2,209 cholera
cases recorded during the same
period last year.

The DOH reminded the public
to observe the 58 strategy against
dengue, which stands for Search
and destroy mosquito breeding
sites, uphold Self-protection like
using insect repellents, Seek early
consultation at the nearest health
care facility, Support fogging,

- spraying, and misting in hot spot
areas, and Sustain hydration.

“The implementation of the

58 strategy calls for everyone to

become prime movers in control-

ling the mosquito population and

avoiding any possible dcngue
deaths within the commumty ? said
the DOH.

As for cholera, Herbosa urged
the public to make it a point to

. 'always boil theit drinking water,

especially if they observe dxscol-
oration.

 PAMPANGA

Pampanga Board Member Jun
Canlas said the provincial govern-
ment is bracing for the possible
harmful effects of the El Nino in
the province.

Canlas said during the ‘Lagmg
Handa” public forum that Gow.
Dennis Pineda has alteady ordered
an inventory of the province’s agri-

cultural and aquaculture lands “so-

that we know what interventions”
can be done. :

The governor has also sup-
posedly ordeted the repair of
communal irrigation facilities to
maximize the utilization of thcir
Water resources.

Canlas said the provincial gov—
ernment has been coordinating

with municipal agriculturists so

they can launch a massive informa-
ton cmnpa.tgn and inform farmers
on what to do when El Nifio starts.

At present, he said the prov-
ince has the Congress Diosdado,

Macapagal dam as the main water
source for irrigation of farmlands,

aside from water sourced from the
Porac and Gumain rivers,

“I had the provincial agricul-
turist to present an inventory of
all coopcrativcs and irrigators
associations to determine the ir-
rigation paths under their care so
we can determine what resources

: _ are needed to be subsidized by the
local government,”

Canlas said in
Filipino. .

He also said the province will
make use floodwaters in their ir-
tigation system, and at the same
time introduce “water saving
technology” and the “rotational
itrigation scheme” to maximize
their water resources.

He said proper coordination has
also been made with the National
Irrigation Administration to ensure

- a stable supply of water for Pam-
- panga farmlands.

He said the Department of

“‘Agriculture has also prepared
financial assistance to farmers to

be affected by the El Nifio, while
soliciting the help of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment
for TUPAD or the Tulong Pan-
gkabuhayan sa Ating Displaced/
Disadvantaged Workers,
In terms of food security, Canlas

said the provmcml government
is now building its rice complex
where farmers can stock their
produce. - With Gerard Naval
and Raymond Africa
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- “Itis crucial for th

Pauﬁcfortheﬁmtumemsevm'

NA). -
tor on q@nday ex-
pressed hopg that the President
would not focus more on the, -Inc. Chief Economist Ruben Carlo

Maharlika Investment Fund in his
July 24 SONA.

usetheStatEofd'mNﬁﬁdnAddress
‘asa platfoﬁmto present long-term

strategies and;ustamable solu-

tions that;can miﬁgam the effects
 of water shortages and El Niﬁo, :
he added. ;

In a statement, Pimentel raised =

the need to immediately address

the water crisis andnmmgate the

impact of El Nxﬁo.oﬁ agnculmre'

and farmers. 4~

The United Nation's World 4
Meteorological Organization of-

ficially declared the emergence of -
El Nifio conditions in the Tropical -

Nmoevem;of 1997 and 1998
70 percent of the country :
mgdeﬁstamlgdroughfoorﬁinons.

.

He also cited the statement by

the Union Bank of the Philippines
Asuncion’ who iaﬁcﬁhnta strong]
Nifio event could Iead to natlona]
GDP (gross domestu{ dqtg)
losses of up to $3.3 billlcn?
“These staggering economic
implications highlight the impor-

tance of proactive and preventive

masmesmmmgatethexmpact

- of the water crisis and El Nifio,”

Pimentel said.
HesmdthatharchZGZ.‘i,thc

Presldgnt himself acknowledged -

thegtmtyofﬂ)ewatercdsls,stat

ing that 11 million families lack

access to clean water as the dry
season approaches.
s said before, the govem
ment shou]d take an anticipa-
tory approach and not merely be
passive in addressing these chal-
lenges,” Pimentel said. -

The senator also appealedto the
pubhctn coxﬁelvewatg‘t and elec-
tricity during this critical period.

“These problems need immedi-
ate attention and concerted eﬁom
- from both the government and

- thepubl:c.llmp!oreeachofusto
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one climate change problem that needs a long-term solution.

T HE El Nino phenomenon, ora perlod of extended drought, is

It is occurring more often and could have permanent and
damaging effects if we do not treat it as a persistent economic threat.

* President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

last week was quick to recognize
that crop production would bear the
brunt of the El Nifio phenomenon
that might last until the first half
‘of 2024. Reduced crop output,’ as
we know, leads to'higher inflation,
which the government is starting to

tame. But worse than the inflation-

aryimpactis the ensuing dire situa-
tion of ourruralfarmers, whomostly
rely on harvests and their income
from them fortheirdailysustenance.

Another obvious impact of the
extended dry spell is the reduced
supply of potable water tomillions of
Filipino consumersinurban centers
andtheruralareas. Thelackofample
water supply is actually an age-long
_ problem worldwide even without E1
Nifio, and climate change is exacer-
bating the situation. '

Some 11 million families, perthe
National Water Resource Board, face

the predicament and are forced to
rely on “unprotected” deep wells,
springs, rivers, lakes and rainwa-
ter for their household needs. Lack
of sanitation facilities, according
to NWRB' Executive Director Dr.
Sevillo David Jr., has also forced
some families to defecate in the

open, risking water contamination -

and diseases.
The United Nations, meanwhile,

~ is not remiss in warning about the

global water shortage. The United
Nations, in the latest edition of the
UN World Water Development Re-
port, says between two and three
billion people worldwide experience

water shortages. About 2 billion

peaple (26 percentof thepopulation)
donothave safe drinkingwater, and

3.6 billion (46 percent) lack access to
_safelymanagedsanitation,according

to the report.

UN Secretary-General Antonio

a3

tweley’s busines
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Guterres has called on the world: to-

safeguard water resources to avert
conflict and ensure future global
prosperity. Water, he says, is “the

most precious common good” and

“needstobeatthecenterofthe gIobal
political agenda.”

The EI Nifio is a reminder to our

policymakers to treat the water
resource problem more geriously.
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physicaland Astronomical Services
Administrationhasalreadywarned
some 36 provinces may experience
a dry spell while at least two prov-
inces may suffer from drought.

The weather phenomenon has
reareditsuglyhead thisearly. Thewa-
terlevelsin all major dams in Luzon
have been going down, with Angat
Dam’s reserve nearing the 180-me-
ter critical level as of last week: A
reserve below this elevation means
reduced water supply to Metro Ma-
nila and other users'that depend on
Angat, including irrigation and the
power sector.

The Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System has warned
anestimated 632,000 Metro Manila
households maybeaffected by water
service interruptions arising from
low allocation and lack of rain over
the watersheds.

The lower water level due to El
Nifioandreducedrainfallare expect-
ed to decrease the volume of other
water resources such as lakes and
rivers that feed into ruralirrigation

canals. Our farmers, no doubt, will
suffer the most from the dry spell.
_Perhaps, we should take thewarn-
ing of the UN’s World Meteorologi-
cal Organizationmoreseriously. The
onset of El Nifio, according to WMO

Secretary-General Petteri Taalas,

will greatly increase the likelihood
ofbreaking temperaturerecordsthis
year and triggering more extreme
heat in many parts of the world and

. in the ocean.

“The declaration of an El Nifio
by WMO is the signal to govern-
ments around the world to mobilize
preparations to limit the impacts on
our health, our ecosystems, and our
economies,’ says Taalas.

Our local government units
should be drawing up mitigating
measuresnowtolessentheimpactof
the dry spell on consumers and our

farmers. But beyond these stopgap

actions, our policymakers should
start considering long-term pre-
emptive measures against El Nifio
and other natural disasters.

It may be wise to consider the

construction of alternative and mini
dams, and other water impound-
ments to protect Filipinos from de-
structive weather phenomena. We
can also introduce modern technol-
ogy to our farmers, and drought-
tolerantcropsaspartofthe solution.

For comments, send e-mail to mby._secre-
tariat@vistaland. com. ph O VSit WWW. mannywl-
lar.com.ph
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Koko urges BBM to address water shortage in SONA

By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

* President Marcos should
prioritize long-term meas-
ures to tackle pressing issues,
including a recurring water

shortage and the looming
threat of El Nifio in the upcom-
ing State of the Nation Ad-

dress (SONA), Senate Minor- -

ity Leader Aquilino Pimentel
11 said on July10. = .

Pimentel emphasxzed the

. urgentneed to address the wa-

ter crisis and mitigate the im-

-pact of El Nifio, particularly on

agricultural productivity and

farmers, the most vulnerable

to El Nifio. The agnculture
sector is estimated to lose up
to $3.3 billion because of the
phenomenon.

“Not just Maharlika In-

vestment Fund (MIF),” Pi-
mentel quipped in Filipino,
referring to the proposed
measure to manage a pool of
funds sourced from state-run

financial institutions that will

be invested in high-impact
projects, real estate, as well as
in financial instruments.

. The President has certlﬁed :
the MIF as urgent.

“The adverse effects of

-water shortage and El Nifio

have far-reachmg consequenc-
es on various sectors of the

economy. Past droughts and
water crises have caused asig- -

nificant toll on the economy,
business, agriculture, power

generation, public health and

natural resources, among oth-
ers,” he said.

Pimentel also appealed to
the public to conserve water
and electnmty during this

critical period.

“These problems need im-
mediate attention and con-
certed efforts from both the
government and the public. I
implore each of us to conserve

‘drou

water,” he said.

Citing a study by Columbla-
- University, Pimentel said that

the El Nifio event of 1997-98
left 70 percent of the coun-
try experiencing devastatmg
t conditions.

Pimentel cited the state-

- mentby the Union Bank of the

Philippines chief economist
Ruben Carlo Asuncion that
a strong El Nifio event could
lead to nahonal GDP losses of

up E'(I)‘h $3.3 billion.
ese stagg econom-
ic lmphcatlonsen;ﬁhght the

importance of proactive and
preventive measures to miti-

gate the impact of the water

crisis and El Nifio. It is crucial
for the President to use the
State of the Nation Address
as a platform to present long-
term strategies and sustaina-
ble solutions that can mitigate
the effects of water shortage
and El Nifio,” Pimentel said.
In March 2023, the Presi-
dent acknowledged the grav-
ity of the water crisis, stating
that 11 million families lack

accesstocleanwaterasthedry ‘

season approaches.

“The concerns about e
impending water shortage
and El Nifio phenomenon

were made earlier. What steps
has the government taken?”
Pimentel said.

“As 1 said before, the
government should take an
anticipatory approach and
not merely be passive in ad-
dressmg these challenges,”
he added.

The United Nations World
Meteorological Organization
officially declared the emer-
gence of El Nifio conditions
in the Tropical Pacific for the

* first time in seven years, with

a 90 percent probability of it
ersisting until the second
alf of 2024.
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‘Farmers are providers
of our nation’s sustenance’
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ood security in our country has always
relied upon the backbreaking toil of our
farmers. Yet, throughout our history,
protecting them has proven easier said
than done. However, on July 7, 2023, a significant
moment occurred in Malacafian as the President
signed Republic Act 11953, also known as the New
Agrarian Emancipation Bill. This historic legisla-
tion demonstrates this administration’s commit-
ment to uplifting the lives of farmers who provide
sustenance for our nation.
At its core, the New Agrarian Emancipation

Bill seeks to liberate “farmer-beneficiaries of the

government’s agrarian reform program from the
shackles of debt.” The President himself affirmed
that the beneficiaries “deserve nothing less.”

Therefore, Republic Act 11953 “condones all loans,’

including interests, penalties, and surcharges
incurred by agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs)
who have received land under Presidential Decree
(PD) 27, RA 6657, and RA 9700.”

PD 27, issued on Oct. 21, 1972, by Presxdent

Ferdinand Marcos Sr., is the Tenant Emancipation

Decree. RA 6657 represents the Comprehensive
Agrarian Reform Law of 1988, while RA 9700 is the
legislation extending the acquisition and distribu-
tion of agricultural lands under the Comprehensive
Agranan Reform Program (CARP).

“It is time to give our farmers the recogmtlon
that they deserve as the providers of our nation’s
sustenance, the providers of life to all Filipinos,”
Marcos said. “Let us work together to realize this
dream, our dream, as it was my father’s dream to
give every Filipino farmer and his or her family, a
life beyond mere survival, a life free from hunger
or fear of the future.”

While land distribution is crucial, Marcos
emphasized that genuine agrarian emancipation
encompasses more than just the allocation of land.

CULTURE

He stressed the need to expand credit facilities and

support services for farmers, recognizing that such

efforts would yield sustainable farms and higher
incomes. “As your President, I assure you we will
never stop providing our farmers with the support
that they need to make their farms more produc-
tive while also improving their lives and the hves
of their families,” he said.

According to a statement from Malacanang,

- RA 11953 will cover “#57.56 billion in agrarian

arrears, benefiting 610,054 ARBs, who are tilling
a total of 1,173,101.57 hectares of awarded land.”
It also added that the New Agrarian Emancipation
Act is the “fulfillment of Marcos’ call on Congress
during his first State of the Nation Address in
July 2022 to pass a law condoning the farmers

unpaid debt.”

Secretary Conrado Estrella I1I of the Department
of Agrarian Reform (DAR) commended the Presi-
dent, affirming his significant contributions to the
country during his initial year in office. Notably,

Estrella’s grandfather, Conrado Estrella Sr., served

as the minister of DAR during the '70s and ’'80s.
Lawmakers, too, lauded the President, rec-

ognizing the New Agrarian Emancipation Act as.

a means to “break the generational shackles of
indebtedness endured by our farmers.” Senators
collectively applauded the passage of RA 11953,
with Sen. Imee Marcos stating, “The patrimony
of our nation not only lies in the richness of our
soil but in the freedom and fullness of those who
toil for it.”

 May this landmark legislation serve as a catalyst
for further rural economic development, propel-
ling the modernization of our agricultural sector.
Moreover, may it stand as a testament to our
concern, respect, and empathy for our farmers;

. for w1thout them, where will we find the food to

Serve on our table?
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Cabanatuan to get
P72-Mrice facility

Topreventtm:mﬂednmspo;lageand
foi improve milled grain quality, a Rice
Processing System (RPS) 3 facility will
‘bebuiltin Cabanatuan City under the
Rice Competitiveness Enhancement
Fund Mechanization Program.

- The program is being managed by
the Philippine Center for Postharvest
Development and Mechanization
(PhilMech).

PhilMech Director 4 Dionisio
Alyindia and Interim Director for
Operations Joel Dator, together
with Cabanatuan City Mayor
‘Myca Elizabeth Vergara, signed
the agreement to pave the way for
the project.

_ DatorsaldRPSZ-}lsastate-of the-art
facility that will include three units of
112-ton capacity recirculating dryers
‘and one multi-pass rice mill that can
process four to five tons of unmilled
rice every hour.
*  The machines, pegged at P72 mil-
‘hon,wﬂlbeglvenbyPhﬂMedltothe
local government, which will shoul-

der the construction of a warehouse

and manage the facility’s operations.
. Datorsaid that once completed, the
‘project is expected to bring services
needed by the farmers, particularly

ihdrymgandtheprocessmgofpalay

(unmilled rice).

He emphasized that models for
the machines to be used in the RPS 3
fadility are new and far more advanced

ﬂmnthmebemguﬁhmdbypnvate.

millers in the country.

The director noted that it is the‘

pnontyofPhleedltnchoosequalny
machinery that can be used in the
long term by farmers, cooperatives,
and the local government.

Prior to the turnover of the

facility, Dator said the agency will
provide training to personnel who
will handle the machines. He also
vowed that the local government

“could expect consistent support

from PhilMech.
Aside from the postharvest facili-
ty; the agency will also include pro-

duction technologyin its package of

support. Dator advised recipients to
coordinate with them to enjoy the
benefits of the program, which is
now in its fifth year of lmplemen-
tation.

Around 23 units of different farm
equipment amounting to P33.7 mil-
lion had already been distributed by
PhﬂMerhtoﬁnnexsandcoopemum
mhgamfmm 2019.t02021. -
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MWSS turns
to rain dance

&'t

By DANESSA RIVERA

' West zone .concéﬁsid_naire
Maynilad Water Services Inc.

has scheduled nighttime water

service interruptions starting
tomorrow to preserve water sup-
_ply amid Angat Dam’s declining
water level. ;
“Affected customers are advised
to remember the service interruption
schedule and to store water for their
needs for hours of the day when sup-
ply will be unavailable. Mobile water
tankers will be deployed as needed,”
Maynilad said in an advisory on
July 10. i :
Water service interruptions in
Caloocan, Malabon, Valenzuela, Na-

votas, Quezon City and Manila will
affect 591,000 customers, according

to Maynilad supply operations head

Rona]yd]:)ﬂPadﬁ;,) i
- The specific list of affected baran-
gays is announced on Maynilad’s
- social media pages. ;
4 Turn to Page 4
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p;o_rgr;ess on the subway depot in Valenzuela City yesterday. He joined railway engineers and officials from the D
[+]

ransportation durin
excavation process.

g thé inspection of the depot, where FWO tunnel boring machlnes are currently operatio

An engineer from the Shimizu F{’I'ta Takenaka EEI joint venture for the Metro Manila Subway Project checks on the work pa ge 1 of 2
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The daily service interruptions
will be limited to the nighttime hours
of 7 p.m. to 4 am., or 6 a.m. in some
areas. ‘

The service interruptions are be-
ing implemented after Angat Dam’s
water level fell below its normal
operating level of 180 meters.

Maynilad has yet to determine
whether this service interruption will
be extended and expanded in scope.

“We can’t answer until when this
situation will end. We're hoping there
will be rains over the Ipo watershed to
augment the water supply,” Padua said.

Rain dance

Dumagat tribe members will
perform a rain dance at Angat Dam.

“Last year (the indigenous group)
also, conducted a rain dance. The
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System called this weather
modification or specification pro-
gram as we respect the connection
of our fellow Dumagat with nature.
This traditional ritual could help in
managing our watershed,” MWSS
division manager engineer Patrick
Dizon said in a radio interview.

As of Monday morning, the wa-
ter level of Angat Dam dropped to
179.23 meters or 0.33 meters less
comipared to its previous level of
179.56 meters.

Based on the National Water Re-
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sources Board (NWRB)'s projection,
the water level of Angat Dam could
reach between 176 and 177 meters,
“Based on the historical record,
even if there is El Nifio, by August or
September we expect the water level
of Angat Dam to increase,” Dizon said.
Maynilad Water Services Inc. has
been instructed to-ensure that the
schedule of rotating water interrup-
tions will be followed, he added.
“Maynilad should follow the an-
nouncement on water interruption and
if possible, the nine hours interruption
should be shortened. The interruption
should not exceed 4 a.m.,” he said.
Dizon said Manila Water will pro-
vide 25 million liters daily to Maynilad.
“It may increase, depending on
the arrangement between Maynilad
and Manila Water. We may increase

it to an additional 25 to 50 million

liters,” he said.

Angat Dam supplies more than
90 percent of Metro Manila’s potable
water needs and provides for the ir-
rigation needs of 25,000 hectares of
farmlands in Bulacan and Pampanga.

‘Alarming’

Meanwhile, Philippine Atmospher-
ic, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA)
hydrologist Rosalie Pagulayan said

the drop in Angat Dam’s water level

is “alarming.”

“The drop in the level of Angat
Dam is very critical for Metro Ma-
nila... If there will be no rains to re-

Page:

plenish the elevation, the downward
trend is quite alarming,” Pagulayan
said in a radio interview.

She added the water level will reach
176 meters if no rain will replenish the

“reservoir in the next nine days.

Pagulayan said that only three
dams - Binga Dam in Benguet, Magat
Dam in Isabela and Caliraya Dam in
Laguna — registered a water level in-
crease while the rest suffered further
drops in water elevation.

The water levels of other dams —
Ipo Dam in Bulacan, La Mesa Dam
in Quezon City, Ambuklao Dam in

Benguet, San Roque Dam in Pangas- .

inan and Pantabangan Dam in Nueva
Ecija — dropped.

" NWRB executive director Sevillo
David Jr. said they will further cut
the 48 cubic meters per second (cms)
water allocation for Maynilad and
Manila Water if the water level of
Angat continues to drop.

The 48 cms and 20 cms water
allocation for the two water conces-
sionaires and for irrigation, respec-
tively, took effect on July 8 when
Angat Dam’s water level fell below
its normal operating level.

“We continue to monitor the water
level (of Angat Dam) together with
the MWSS and the National Irrigation
Administration (NIA). If the water
level continues to drop and no rains
will come, we need to further adjust the
water allocation to protect the current
supply and prepare for the effect of El
Nifio at the end of the year,” David said.

“Based on our projection and
PAGASA data, if we experience below-
normal rains because of El Nifio, we
may not attain our target elevation of
Angat before the year ends,” he added.

Tube wells mobilized

NIA’s Central Luzon office will
mobilize 500 shallow tube wells as
Angat Dam’s water level continues
to drop.

NIA Central Luzon director Jose-
phine Salazar told The STAR in a text
message that through its different ir-
ri%ation associations, the 500 shallow
tube wells distributed last year to the
region’s farmers will be mobilized.

They will also assist the irrigation
associations with the fuel require-
ments for the shallow tube wells, and
will make final assessments on the
number of additional tube wells to be
constructed.

Federation of Free Farmers na-
tional manager Raul Montemayor
told The STAR in a text message éat
they are “not sure if shallow tube
wells will be reliable under drought
conditions because the underground
water table may also dx;y ulp %ast.”

“Pumps also need fuel and are

. relatively costly to operate. Some

farmers reportedly spend as much
as P30,000 per season to run their
pumps. There are also water manage-
ment technologies such as alternate
drying and wetting, but I am not
sure if this is doable in large irriga-
tion systems where there are fixed

schedules for the release of water,”
Montemayor said. .

He advised farmers to look at
alternative crops that do not need a
lot of water, such as corn and mongo.

4 SM Agri Multipurpose Coopera-
tive chairman Simeon Sioson urged
the government to conduct cloud-
seeding OFerations to save rice crops
in Central Luzon.

Regulate water use

San Juan Mayor Francis Zamora
said the proposal to regulate the
water usage of businesses in Metro
Manila will depend on the decision
of local government units (LGUs) in
the National Capital Region.

“What are the establishments that
consume huge amounts of water in-
their operations? These are the car
wash, golf coiwrses and swimming pool.
Nt all cities in Metro Manila have golf
courses or hotels... It will now depend
on the LGUs to pass ordinances for the
regulation of establishments’ water
usage,” Zamora said in an interview
with GMA-7.

Zamora mentioned that San Juan
City is setting up water catchment
areas to store rainwater.

The water dousing tradition dur-
ing the feast of Saint John the Baptist
on June 24 was banned.

He urged LGUs and Metro Manila
households to conserve and recycle wa-
ter and collect rainwater. — With Bella
Cariaso, Ramon Efren Lazaro, Jose
Rodel Clapano
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$6.6-B program to aid
indigenous people

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) and the National Com-
‘mission on Indigenous Peoples
(NCIP) will work on a P6.6-bil-
lion project that seeks to im-
prove the livelihood of farmers
and fishers in Mindanao.

On Monday, the DA and the
NCIP signed a memorandum of
agreement for the implementa-
tion of the Mindanao Inclusive
Agriculture Development Proj-
ect (MIADP).

MIADP is a five-year plan
that intends to increase agri-
cultural productivity while pro-
tecting the natural resources of
ancestral domains.

Under the partnership, the
DA will ensure that all programs,
subprojects and activities in the
ancestral domains are conducted
in accordance with the environ-
mental and social safeguards. -

Such initiatives are to be
implemented with established
indigenous knowledge, systems
and practices of the indigenous
cultural communities/indige-
nous peoples (ICCs/IPs) and in a
participative manner,

The DA will lead the planning,
implementation, policymaking,
monitoring, evaluation and other
related activities of the MIADP. It
will coordinate with the NCIP to

carry out the undertakings.

NCIP endorsement

The NCIP will select and
endorse the ICCs/IPs with a
certificate of ancestral domain
title (CADT) or certificate of an-
cestral land title (CALT) for the
priority ancestral lands.

The DA will lead the prepa-
ratory activities, such as coordi-
nation or consultative meetings
with stakeholders and site vis-
its in close coordination with
the NCIP.

The NCIP will provide the
necessary technical support
and assistance, and facilitate
the conduct and documentation
of the free, prior and informed
consent process pertaining to
the programs of the DA within

the ancestral domain, provided

it is undertaken in accordance
with the prescribed timeline of
the MIADP.

The NCIP is responsible for
processing and issuing the certifi-
cation precondition to all projects
situated in the ancestral domain.

The NCIP will provide or fa-
cilitate data collection on the fol-
lowing: certificates of ancestral
domain title, ancestral domain
claim, ancestral land title or ap-

proval of CADT application by

the Commission en banc, as well
as ancestral domain sustainable
development and protection plan
and demographics and socioeco-
nomic profile of partner ICCs/IPs.

MIADP will focus on 26 ances-

tral lands in Zamboanga Penin-
sula, Northern Mindanao, Davao
Region, Soccsksargen, Caraga and
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao.

The World Bank (WB) had
approved a $10o-million loan
to the government for the MI-
ADP, which it said would bene-
fit around 120,000 farmers and
fisherfolk in selected ancestral
domains in Mindanao.

Mindanao contributes 33.4
percent” of the total value of
agricultural production in the
Philippines, surpassed only by
Luzon at 39.2 percent and fol-
lowed by Visayas at 27.4 per-
cent, according to WB.

“Mindanao is home to
about 25 percent of the Philip-
pines’ population but accounts
for 35 percent of the country’s
poor,” said Ndiamé Diop, World
Bank Country Director for Bru-
nei, Malaysia, Philippines and
Thailand. va i
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By CHINO S. LEYCO

he Department of Finance
(DOF) announced it has
successfully secured a

loan agreement with the
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PH, World Bank
sign $600-M loan

Fund to help modernize agriculture
sector, optimize food supply chain

World Bank that seeks to revital-
ize and modernize the country’s
agriculture sector.

The Philippine government,
represented by the DOF, and the
World Bank signed on July 7 the

loan agreement worth $600 mil-

lion, roughly £33.34 billion, for .

the Philippine Rural Development®

Project (PRDP) Scale-Up. L. Y
According to the DOE,

the PRDP Scale-Up ini- P> 5
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tiative is aimed at propelling the
agriculture sector into a modernized
and industrialized era through pub-
lic infrastructure interventions and
the reinforcement of the commodity
value chain. i

DOF added that the PRDP Scale-
Up, led by the Department of Agri-
culture (DA), is also in response to
the persistent challenges faced by
the agriculture and fisheries (A&F)
sector and rural communities in the
country.

Central to the project’s objec-
tives is the facilitation of.enhanced.
market access for farmers and fish-
erfolk, allowing them to reap the
benefits of increased income from
selected agri-fishery value chain,
the DOF said. :

Additionally, the project aims to
optimize efficiency within the food
supply chain, thereby contributing
to an improved overall agricultural
landscape.

Earlier on June 6, President Mar—
cos emphasized the need to develop
the agriculture sector not only in
terms of production, but also in
ensuring the welfare of farmers and
fisherfolk.

The President’s thrust for a mod-
ernized agriculture and agribusiness
- sector is envisioned to spur social
and economic transformation, as
detailed in the Philippine Develop-
ment Plan (PDP) 2023-2028.

The PRDP Scale-Up will cover 16
regions composed of 82 provinces
in the country, focusing on areas
where about half of the Philippines’
109.03-million A&F population

resides.

It will entail direct invest-
ments in rural infrastructure
and enterprise sub-projects,
which will directly benefit about
450,000 farmers and fisherfolk
and generate about 42,000 new
jobs.

Amounting to $818 million
(P45.01 billion) in total, the
remaining $218 million will be

funded by the national govern- .

ment and involved local govern-
ment units (LGUs).
The World Bank has been

' supporting the project since .

2014, and has provided two ad-
ditional loans in 2018 and 2021.
‘Upon the completion of the

PRDP Scale-Up, the DA aims to -

facilitate its transition into a
regular locally funded program
to ensure the continuity and
sustainability of the project’s
interventions. '

On June 26, the World Bank also
granted over £63 billion in-loans
to the Philippines to finance vari-
ous government initiatives of the
Marcos administration.

Finance Secretary Benjamin
E. Diokno and World Bank Phil-
ippines Country Director Ndiamé
Diop signed four loan agree-

' ments amounting to USS$1.14

billion, equivalent to around
$63.59 billion.

According to the Department
of Finance, the financing agree-
ments are aimed at accelerating
economic recovery, strengthen-

ing climate resilience, improving

the quality of education, as well
as developing the agriculture and
fisheries sectors.

As of July 2023, the total WB

official development assistance

"(ODA) loan and grant commit-

ments amount to an estimated
$7.94 billion.
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Support poor f farmers amld ElNifio, gov % agenc1es told

SENATOR Chnstopher “Bong” Go :

hasurged the entnf}:?ncul
ture (DA) and the Department:

Welfare and Development (DSWD),
_among other agencies, to prepare for
‘the potential impact of the El Nifio

phﬂmmbyp:mxdugnmmbust

pqulepatﬂmlaﬂy&nevuﬁmdﬂemd

&

unihes. X

kto ng El Nifio sa ating bansa kaya

namannananawaganakosa

na iayomagum

i maymaayosnasuportaangahng

i kababayangPihpim , lalung-] Mom%
mahihirap,” Gosaid.

"Imporlante ay walang magutom.

Pangalagaanmhnang

adﬁ Pmakanangang gmyftme

An advisory 1ssuedb the United

. Nations on Tuesday, Iuly4 urged the
world to prepare for the impact of El
~ Nifio phenomenon, as it can lead to” -
 elevated global temperatures. :
The UN said there is a 90
pmbabﬂxty&mt&xeﬂNiﬁomlfm
ue throughout 2023. This event typ1-
ﬂ occurs every two to seven years,
itsduration typxcallyrangeiﬁom
nine to 12 months.

BongGo

ElNifiois commonlylmkedtohagb,t :
ened heat levels worldwide, accom-
panied by
jons - and Prempltahon in
0
Ge sa1d there is an
addresstl'lepomtlaleffeclsofEINiﬁo,
1 amongthevdnerablesec—
tors of society. He stressed the impor-
tanceof providing adequatesupportto
poor farming families to enhance their
agncultural prodhcuvxty and overall
yehhood

'IhesmatorurgedDAhomlpIe- .

-,mmtgbonger programs that would _ the
g families. Hesaid

bmeﬂtpoor farmir
providingfarming families withneces-

sary resourc& and access to modem

. DSWD.By

conditions in cerfain .

willhelpimprove
‘enhance their eco-

of
lmg theirefforts, these

two agencies can jointly implement
programs that target impoverished

* communities, and ensure they have

amtomfﬁmentandnulntousfood

.:Gosald

Angmiimrtanteposaakhaymay

Sea hmmmgtyanngam\gmgakababay-
tinangkapakananngmga

mahuil‘%\i Dapatwalangmagutom,”

tmaramdamannﬂaangpag—

; bangon ng ekonoxmya tungo sa mas
urgmtneedto

ﬂemya Food secunty has

alwa s a critical concern for any
natlon,and IhePluhPPmSIEnoexcep- .

tion,” he stressed.

Go also emphasized the 51gmﬁ
cance of two key bills. The first is
Senate Bill No. 188 or the establish-
ment of the Department of Disaster
Resilience, which aims to'strengthen

overnment’s disaster response
cap bilities. It also seeks tobetter pre-
pare the country for the impact of

s naturalhazardsmdudngleo
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Negros
Occ shlps .
out 10,000
hogs amld
ASF scare

BACOLOD CITY - Amid the
spread of African swine fever (ASF) -
and other hog diseases, Negros Occi-
dental has shipped out 10,000 healthy

pigs to other provinces and cities in

§ g\e country, Gov. Eugemo Jose] Lacson

said yesterday.

~ Lacson noted a major mmease in
hog sale, from 5,000 to 10,000 heads,
when ASF was first reporhed in the
province. . :
: Dataﬁomtheprovmaalv

office showed hog fatalities at 16,361
representing 9.96 percent of the

164,334 total pig population in Negros
Occidental. .

The province’s hog industry in-
curred losses amounting to P186.6
million as hog cholera and ASF af- |
fected 3,536 hog raisers.

ASF cases were detected in the cit-
ies of Bacolod, Silay and Victorias as
well as in the towns of Pulupandan

'.and Hinigaran.

No hog deaths were reporbed in
the first district of Negros Occidental,
which is composed of the cities of San
Carlos and Escalante, and the mu-
nicipalities of Calatrava, D(mSalvador
Benedicto and Toboso. : '

‘While he acknowledged the high

- number of hog fatalities, Lacson said
- the province has sufficient supply of
hogs for local consnmlphm '

“I'd like to think we’ve some-
how slowed it down,” Lacson said,
‘referring to hog mortalities, which .
decreased to 104 per day as of]u1y9
‘from 400 in the past months. i

; —Gilbert Bayoran
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