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The Manila Times

Three big mistakes President Marcos has made-

First of 2 parts

WTH most leaders and media
highlighting the positive
and downplaying the negative in
assessing the first year and one
month in office of President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. ahead of his sec-
ond State of the Nation Address at
the joint session of Congress on
July 24, let's be different and talk
about the mega-miscues.

The least problematic and eas-
iest to correct of the three policy
boondoggles is holding on to
the Agriculture portfolio for over
a year when food production
and prices should have been
far better managed to contain
inflation than a chief executive
doubling up as Department of,
Agriculture (DA) secretary can.

Rice and other edibles make
up the largest component of
the consumer price index, and
the rate of increase in the CPI
is inflation. The inflation rate,
in turn, strongly influences two
other numbers crucial to eco-
nomic growth and well-being
as well as business investment:
interest and exchange rates.

If a full-time DA secretary or
officer in charge (OIC) had more
closely monitored and expertly
managed food production, dis-
tribution and trade, promptly
countering spikes and shortages
spawned by cartels and calamities,
inflation would surely have been
lower, maybe by 1 percentage point
or so. That would have trimmed
lending rates and peso-dollar con-
version, with significant benefits for .
the economy and enterprises.

Marcos backers would argue
that the President, being DA sec-
retary, gave the department and
the agricultural sector direct Pal-
ace attention and action. Well,
he could have given that very
same top-level focus on food
even with a different DA chief.

Marcos could have held the
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same meetings with the agency
as he did the past year and is-
sued the same orders and poli-
cies. In short, he could still have
set DA directions even with a
full-time DA secretary or OIC.
The big positive difference, of
course, is that the Agriculture
head office would have a dedi-
cated head monitoring, trouble-
shooting, and accelerating DA

operations, especially food initia- -

tives, even while President Mar-

.cos attends4o:a host of other state.

i matters, prigoes Qi his almost
monthly overseas trips. And the
DA secretary or OIC would have
far more authority and clout to
get the department and its at-
tached agencies, especially the
National Food Authority, moving
as the Chief Executive wants.
Let's hope the President named
at least an Agriculture OIC yester-
day. That would greatly help in
making food more available and
-affordable, benefiting tens of mil-
lions of Filipinos, especially the
poor, and boosting business and
jobs with more favorable infla-
tion, interest and exchange rates.

Rocking the super-coalition

Marcos Mistake No. 2 is the
break-up of the super-coalition
of national political parties he
formed with his running mate,
Vice President Sara Duterte. With
his immense presidential clout,
Marcos could have repaired the
breach caused by the demotion of
Pampanga lawmaker and former
president Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo as senior deputy speaker of
the House of Representatives on
the false claim that she sought to
unseat her long-nme ally, Speaker

Ferdinand Martin Romualdez.
Besides preserving the nation'’s
most dominant political alliance
in decades, what should have
further spurred Marcos to squelch
this intrigue is the utter nastiness
of dragging first lady Marie Louise
“Liza" Araneta Marcos into the
controversy. The bizarre lie that

Representative Arroyo mounted

the failed House coup purport-
edly because some unnamed
congressman, surely fictional, told
her that the first lady supported
the move insults both women.
If she were indeed told that
the President’s better-half backed
her as speaker, Arroyo would
have immediately called the first
couple to verify the claim and

.been told it'was a canard; But that

whole story never happened. No
congressman ever told the former
president any such lie, and if any-
one had engaged in such dumb
deception, the most seasoned
active politician in the country
would never have fallen for it.
But the schemers against Ar-
royo went ahead anyway, and
Marcos let it happen. Indeed,
his apparent leniency with his
own Cabinet and other agency
heads — no one has been fired
for such debacles as repeated air-
port shutdowns and the tanker
oil spill — probably convinced
the plotting congressmen they
risked no Malacanang censure.
Result: The machinations
against Arroyo, a top ally and
adviser of Vice President Duterte,
prompted the VP to denounce
“political toxicity [and] execrable
political powerplay” and resign
from the Lakas-Christian Muslim
Democrats (Lakas-CMD) party
that backed her election bid.
Fears of coalition infighting
and breakup were clear soon af-
ter VP Sara’s Lakas exit, with an
instant chorus of leading con-
gressmen and political parties
extolling Speaker Romualdez
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and affirming support for the,
ruling alliance. Their intended-
message: the administration:
coalition is solid and invincible::

Anyone buying that PR line,
clearly isn't a seasoned politi-:
cal watcher. In gauging the true:
fallout from the Gloria-Sara
episode, expert analysts would
wait for next year's jockeying
by candidates for the 2025 elec-
tions and the poll results. For
one thing, to ensure they dont
miss out on allocations, smart
politicians would not break with-.

. the dominant alliance until after.

the 2024 national budget is law..

But expect grassroots ma-:
neuvering during the barangay.
(village) and Sangguniang Ka-

i.bataan-elections in October if:

the Supreme Court sticks to its;
decision voiding the law post--
poning the polls. And one has to.
see whether administration bills-
and initiatives will still com-.
mand near-total support in the:
coming months and years. Plus:
moves against political factions-
and figures seen as potential V-
allies — and they are not few.
after six years of the Rodrige
Duterte presidency — cannat.
but roil the political climate. .-,
Why did the Marcos camp do,
this? Its erstwhile super-coalition,

* could have enjoyed unprecedent-:

ed cohesion and clout through-.
out his rule, then coasted to
another election landslide with
Sara and a running mate from his
faction, even his cousin Speaker
Romualdez. Moving against the:
VP now not only undermines a
hugely advantageous alliance but
also gives the opposition a popus:

lar leader with years to amass

support and resources.

The geopolitical reason behmd;
shaking a dominant coalition' ca-
pable of sweeping reform and contin:
ued poll triumph is Marcos’ biggest
political and governance mistake. ...

We'll discuss it on July 23.
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Youth invo

By DANESSA RIVERA

. There is a need to realign engage-
ment strategies targeting the youth,
particularly out-of-school youth,
to get them into the agriculture
sector, according to a study by the
Philippine Rice Research Institute
(Ph:]ﬂx’ ice). -

_ PhilRice said there is a mismatch
between the current youth engagg--
ment strategies and reasons for
straying away from the sector.
 “This mismatch is likely to result
in disastrous consequences given that
there are major issues such as the cul-
tural perceptions on agriculture that
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are not really being addressed. None-

~  theless, three key advocacies appeal

to oung g people: food security, health
and e peesospand mmmumttyybuﬂd.

“ing,” PhilRice social scientist Teresa
Joi de Leon, the paper’s main author,
2l % :

said.

She said the review of literature
on the topic from 2011 to 2021
showed that the chance is high for
young people to stay in agricul-
ture if their issues with it such as
.em(laloyment and income will be
addressed. :

Analyzing 21 articles published

in ProQuest and Google Scholar,
De Leon and her team — Louie Ge-

Ivement in agri pushed

rard Orcullo and Dr. Jaime Manalo
IV- concluded that the government
rimarily spearheads youth and ag-
riculture initiatives, encompassing a
range of programs from scholarships
to community development. ;
Notably, engagement initiatives in
the country between 2011 and 2021
appeared to be particularly promi-
nent in Mindanao. ! :
The team also observed that mixed

 qualitative and quantitative methods

were used in conducting the Philip-
ine youth and agriculture studies.
owever, she stressed that the out-

_ of-school youth is underrepresented

in the literature.
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