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- Gov’t may require restaurants to reveal meat products’ sources

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) is considering proposals to
require restaurants and eateries to
disclose their sources of meat prod-

ucts following the dicovery of expired .

meat products in Bulacan.

DA Assistant Secretary and
spokesperson Kristine Evangelista
cautioned the public to be wary of
the food they eat in restaurants an
eateries. :

“If you are a restaurant owner,
you need to have a certificate on the

source of the meat' products. This
'is something we need to look into.

Restaurants should display this cer-
tificate so everybody can have access
to this,” Evangelista said. :
Personnel of the DA’s office o
the assistant secretary for inspector-
ate and enforcement recently seized
175,000 kilos of smuggled frozen

-agricultural products with an esti-

mated market value of P35 million in
a warehouse in Meycauayan.

Evangelista said the owner of the
warehouse has been identified, but
she withheld the name until proper
charges are filed.

She said the DA is coordinating
with the National Meat Inspection

Service (NMIS) to strengthen its

‘campaign against unaccredited cold

storage facilities.

_ Under the Meat Inspection Code
of-the Philippines, importers,
owners of cold storage facilities

‘and sellers found in possession of
expired meat products can face a
‘prison term of up to 12 years.

- “We should not take this lightly
as our consumers will be affected.
Anybody who buys meat should
make sure that there is a certificate

of inspection from the NMIS. Even
online sellers should be monitored.
Those who are involved in the value
chain should be made accountable,”
Evangelista said. i
_ Among the items confiscated dur-
ing the raid were expired pork leg,
lamb meat and chicken skin. .,
Banned frozen meat products from
Germany and India were also discov-
ered during the raid. — Bella Cariaso
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EDITORIAL

El Nifio preps:
Why only now?

he Philippine Atmospheric,  Geophysical, and

Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa)

predicted as early as May this year that the El
Nino weather phenomenon characterized by an
extended dry spell may emerge in June and will
likely persist until the first quarter of next year.
Because El Nifio increases the likelihood of be-
low-normal rainfall conditions that would have a
negative impact on people’s health and livelihood,
particularly in agriculture, the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council through the Office of Civil
Defense (OCD) directed concerned government agencies to pre-
pare and implement necessary measures to minimize its impact.
Unfortunately, it seems that the government did not heed
its own advice, as the National Action Plan to mitigate the ad-
verse effects of El Nino has yet to be finalized and the OCD
is scheduled to convene the National El Nifio Team only on
July 19. “We are looking forward to the finalization of the Na-
tional Action Plan for El Nifo by this team as we continue to
undertake various activities specific to our agency mandates
to ensure that the effects of El Nifio-induced dry spells and
drought to the country can be countered,” OCD administrator
Undersecretary Ariel Nepomuceno said late last week.
The primary question on Filipinos’ minds is: Why only now?
Where is the sense of urgency considering that the gov-
ernment already knew it was coming months back and the
Philippines knows far too well the potentially devastating ef-
fects of El Nino, which could become more severe with wors-
ening climate change? Did the government agencies tasked to
prepare for this weather phenomenon wait for Pagasa to of-
_ﬁcialiy announce on July 4 the onset of El Nifio before spring-
ing into action and drawing up a mitigation plan, just when
precious time had already been wasted?
Indeed, the effects of this weather phenomenon that oc-
curs every two to seven years are already being keenly felt,
‘ with the lack of rain in agricultural areas leading to reduced
harvests and therefore raised selling prices, keeping inflation
rates at stubbornly high levels.
Pagasa revealed that as of June 30, dry spells—three consec-
utive months where rainfall was reduced by as much as 60 per-
cent—had already hit Apayao, Kalinga, and Cagayan provinces.

Meanwhile, dry conditions—two consecutive months of
a21-60 percent drop in average rainfall—were also witnessed
in the rice-producing provinces of Isabela and Tarlac, which
will mean a possible increase in the price of the staple down
the road. Plus, last week, west zone concessionaire Maynilad
Water Services Inc. started daily water supply interruptions
in its concession area, affecting some 600,000 customers.

In May, when Pagasa started monitoring El Nifio more close-
ly, the government could have already mounted a more aggres-
sive campaign to enjoin households and commercial enterprises
to conserve water so that the drawdown from Angat Dam, which
supplies g5 percent of the water needs of the National Capital
Region, could have been slowed down. Conservation measures
may not have prevented Maynilad from altogether avoiding
supply interruptions with Angat’s water level dropping to below
minimum operating level, but perhaps the extent maybe notas
long as 11 hours in some of its concession areas.

To think that El Nifo is just starting to make its presence
felt with its effects expected to strengthen toward a “moderate
to severe” degree by the latter part of this year. Bitter experi-

_ence tells us that even a “mild” El Nifio—as expected for this

year’s episode—will already have considerable impact. In 2019,
when a “weak” El Nifo hit the country, a Department of Agri-
culture (DA) report showed that damage and losses reached
P5.05 billion. DA reported then that the damage reached P2.69
billion for rice and P2.36 billion for corn, affecting hundreds of
thousands of hectares of farmlands. At that time, 42 provinces
experienced a dry spell while 22 were hit by drought.

The regular occurrence of El Nifio and other natural

‘disasters should have already made preparedness second

nature for the Philippines, especially—as experts have
long pointed out—that the best time to prepare is when
they have not happened yet.

Instead, what happens far too often is planning and action
come late in the game, and they are promptly forgotten as soon
as the disaster is over. For example, when it became clear in 2019
that there would be “full-blown” El Nifio, the Duterte adminis-
tration extended discussions of creating a Department of Water
to address water supply issues and mitigate effects of El Nifio.

There was likewise talk then of interventions such asa
campaign to conserve water and energy, plus the installa-
tion of water tank systems, establishment of water treat-
ment plants, dredging of waterways, and the streamlined
regulation of the country’s water and river basins to en-
sure adequate water supply for drinking and for irrigation.

The weather phenomenon is back but little progress,
if any, had been made on these measures proposed. These
will again be likely listed on the things-to-do when the
OCD and other government agencies meet this week.

The question now is whether these will actually be im-
plemented or just another case of a lot of expensive talk
and too little action.

Page of



The Manila Times”

Date: Jucy 1:}" K023 Page: )A’.'}

DEF’T OF AGRICULTURE

Nueva Ecija braces

BY CELSO M. CAJUCOM

CIENCE CITY OF MUNOZ, Nueva Ec'lih'

The provmaal government of Nueva

Ecija is hopeful that local farmers will
survive the wet season this year ahead of the
possible ill effects of El Nifo.

Itis preparing to mitigate the pos- Valdez said the milestone was
sible impact of El Nifio on 105,000 reported during the recently con-
local farmers, who have been cred-  cluded. Philippine Rice Industry |
ited for putting the province on top Workshop held in Cauayan City,
in rice output in Region 3 (Central Isabela province, from June 26-28, |
Luzon) with an average output of 2023, led by Department of Agricul
7.57 metric tons per hectare. " ture Undersecretary Leo Sebastian.

For this notable production re-  The Upriis under the National
cord, Bernardo Valdez, Nueva Ecija Irrigation Administration (NIA)
provincial agriculturist, this week ~ MAanages the Pantabangan dam
cited collaborative effofts between ~ and four other multipurpose small Y€ RAA RTZ _ 1 e gy
local and national government reservoir rrigation projects (SRIPs) §= RE Emmmm,wm% W im.'linda"llose' Bote,thellPRlISd bl gl

: ket P in Nueva Ecija. (2nd from nght), Evangeline Sibayan;’ Ostrom project leader (3rd from right); Jane Boles, Ostrom director for.International Land Use (4th from right); Ostrom
agenae}s{,i S : ‘is : dplpq Zm | T ase Upriiswater projects - |Qimats sohltians president and CEO Phil Cull (5th from right); engineer Rogelio Macatula, acting Division 5 manager (6th from right); PhilRice representative
ganga {}’ET__ ntegrated lmmgation: | are Marikit'dam in Pantahangan 'Eduardo Quilang; and Viviana dela Cruz, the UPRIIS chief of operations of the engineering division (partly hidden in 2nd row) all play leading roles in the Climate

vl Qps): N albaltagao dam inlupeo SmartRiceProjectin ueva . PHOTO BY CELSO M. CAJUCOM

town, Upper Tabuating dam in
General Tinio town and Aulo
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dam in Palayan City.

Rosalinda Bote, newly promoted |

regional manager and the depart-
ment manager of the Upriis, on

Thursday, July 13, 2023, in an
interview with The Manila Times,

said about 30 percent of the dam
water had been released to farmers
on June 16, 2023, irrigating the .|

Upriis coverage of 147,664.07

hectares tilled by 102,340 farmers

in the province.

The Upriis also installed so- |

lar-powered irrigation pumps |

at tail-end areas in the towns of
Aliaga, Licab, Natividad, Quezon
and Zaragoza, thus freeing farmers
from the expensive cost of gasolme
and diesel.

The solar-pump project, through
water reuse, helps alleviate insuffi-
ciency of water in areas that are not
served by the dams.

'IheEleelseJq)ectedtolast
until 2024.

Also on Thursday, the water level
of Pantabangan dam in Nueva Ecija
was reported to have fallen below
178.38 meters. :

On the same day, the Upriis,
Philippine Rice Research Institute
(PhilRice), Canadian private partner

Ostrom Climate Solutions Inc. And

The Manila Times’

Date:

three irrigators’ associations (IAs)

joined hands to implement water
savings through the nature-based
alternate wetting and drying (AWD)
technology against a possible dry
spell that El Nifio may cause.

The PhilRice and the Upriis have
been partners of Ostrom in aiming
for better climate-change adaptation
and mitigation through the AWD
technology, which envisions to pro-
mote a water-saving methodology
that will reduce methane emissions
from rice farming.

Also on Thursday, Ostrom, a
private company, signed a mem-
orandum of agreement (MoA)
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with the three [As on Water
Rights Assessment implementing
the technology held at Pagasa
gym in this city.

About 18,000 hectares covered
by Division 5 of the Upriis will be
used as pilot area for the technology,
engineer Rogelio Macatula, acting
division-5 manager, said.

Whatever water saved by the di-
vision, the implementer of the pilot
test, can be allocated to other areas,
augmenting the water coming from
Pantabangan dam.

During the wet season, local
dams, such as those in Pefiaranda
town and San Jose, help maximize

the use of rain water.

During the ceremony, Bote
distributed certificates to the irri-
gators’ 39 associations condoning
their unpaid Upriis irrigation ser-
vice fees (ISFs).

Republic Act 10969 or the “Free
[rrigation Service Act” exempts
farmers with landholdings of eight
hectares and below from paying
service fees.

Bote proceeded to the Canadian
firm's office at the PhilRice com-
pound with another signing event
together with Ostrom Climate
Solutions president and CEO Phil
Cull; Jane Boles, Ostrom's director

forInternational Land Use; Edmund®
Leo Rico, Ostrom’s country lead;’
Ostrom’s project leader Evangeline’
Sibayan; Viviana de la Cruz, Upriis;
dnef of operations of the engineer-
ing division; PhilRice representat
ive Eduardo Quilang; and Macan.lla,
and met with another 10 irrigators’,
associations from Guimba town to,
sign the MoA as part of the Climate.
Smart Rice Project. ¢
Ostrom Climate Solutions is in~
tendingto disseminate information®
onthe AWD technologyto the entire
service area of the Upriis in four,
years and may even expand to other
national i unganon systems. .
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Agrl producers urged to practlce rainwater collection, storage

. HE Department of Agricul- l
f ture (DA) is encouraging

_ food producers to practice
P rainwater harvesting to help them
. cope witH the adverse impact of El
~ Nifio on farm production.

' Withanaveragerainfall of 2,348
. millimeters, the DA said food pro-
' ducers can take the opportunity to
| stock rain water for future use.

| . “The DA has put in place water
“ management strategies as.part of
. its. adap'ta,t;on and mitigation ef-

~ forts on the effects of El Nifio on

agricultural production. One of the
strategies that DA is campaigning
foris the rainwater harvesting or
the collection and storage of rain,
rather than letting it run off,” the
agency said'in a statement.
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Itisalso 1mplementmgotherwa~
termanagementprojects, including
the improvement of irrigation ca-

nalsandothersmallscaleirrigation |

projects. The agency is banking on

the Alternate Wetting and Drying

(AWD) technology, which usesrela-
tively much less water. AWD is the

controlledand intermittent reIease

of irrigation water.
“Other mitigation projects that
are underway is the replacement

sets, Thesea are)ust some ofthe mea-

sures that the governmenthasbeen

doingearlyontoprevent production
losses due to the dry spells that El
Nifio entails,” DA’s National El Nifio
Team Chairman U-Nichols Manalo
said in a statement.
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With the latest adv1sory related

to the presence of El Nifio in the

Tropical Pacific, weather experts
expect unusual warming of sea
surface temperatures, which may

lead to the strengthening of the -
~ abnormal weather phenomenon in

the coming months.

As such, thelikelihood of below-
normalrainfallisanticipated, caus-
ing dry spells and droughts in some
areas of the country. However, with

_ the enhanced Southwest t monsoon

season or Habagat, the western
part of the Philippines may still get
above-normal rainfall.

“We are constantly coordinating
with differentbureausandagencies
under DA so we can come up with
a unified strategy to help our food

producers improve production and
increase income event during the
possible drought,” Manalo said.
The DAisthe lead agency tasked
to ensure the food security agenda
under an inter-agency task force

which includes the Departments -

of Trade and Industry, Labor and
Employment, Interior and Local
Government, Social Work and De-
velopment, Energyand the National
Economic Development Authority.

Other cooperating agencies are the

Philippine Council for Agnculture.
Aquatic and Natural Resources Re-

'search and Development under the

DepartmentofScienceand Technol-
ogy and the Philippine Crop Insur-
ance Corporationunderthe Depart-
ment of Finance. RaadeeS. Sausa
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Govt, private sector want

to build salt plants

By RAADEE §. SAusa
\ Y @raadeeboy

HE government and the private
sector are keen on putting up
L. advanced salt production plants
as one of the interventions to revive the
Philippine salt industry, according to
- the Department of Agriculture (DA).

Senior Agriculture Undersec-
retary Domingo F. Panganiban
said government officials and
representatives from the private
sector discussed a proposal for
reviving the saltindustry during
ameetingheld at the DA’s central
office in Quezon City last week.

Panganiban said the proposal
focused on the establishmentofa
national network of advanced salt

production plants through invest-
ment and policy interventions.
“The presentation cited the
weakening condition of the Phil-
ippine salt industry through
various factors, such as climate
change, land conversion and
economic globalization,” the
DA said. :
- Aside from Panganiban, the

meeting was also attended by .

PHOTO BY NONIE REYES

Agriculture Undersecretary for
Fisheries Drusila Bayate and Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources (BFAR) National Director
Demosthenes Escotowho gave an
update on the various legislative
measurés that seek to revitalize
the'country's salt industry.
“The existinglaw that we have
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on salt is still the old. salt law,
the old iodization act. There is
a written initiative in the Con-

gress and Senate, so the House
of Representatives will pass the
bill. For Senate, it will be open
for deliberation on the plenary.
The good thing is that these par-
ticular bills have been included

)

|

as one of the priority bills of the
president. We are hoping thatby

 this year, a new salt law will be
“implemented and will be effec-

tive,” Escoto said.

In line with the facilitation of
production, such as identifying
suitable locations for salt farms
and making infrastructure in-
vestments, Bayate suggested
that the parties should have ac-
cess to the integrated plan of the
national government “to effec-
tively align with the operational
requirements.”

“The government has an inte-
grated plan that will match the
logistic need, plan of DPWH [De-
partment of Public Works and High-
ways], the farm-to-marketroad,and
tourismroad. If thereisanydevelop-
ment plan from alocal government
na hihingi siya ng appropriation, it
should be within that big plan. I
think we should have access to that
integrated plan because it includes

N  DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

AY”

logistics that can help in the plan-
. ning of this proposal.”

Acknowledging the impor-
tance of a private-public part-
nership in enhancing local salt
self-sufficiency, Panganiban told
BFAR and the private sectorrepre-
sentatives to collaborateand work
together to accelerate the mod-
ernization and industrialization
of the Philippine salt industry.

“IThe DA] has implemented
several initiatives aimed at im-
proving salt production and
providing technical assistance
to marginal and artisanal salt
makers, with the support of its
attached agencies.” i

‘In March, the DA launched
Oplan Asin to conduct consulta-
tions with salt farmers nation-
wide and allocated a total of P200
million to fund the purchase of
postharvest facilities and ma-
terials and training sessions to

improve salt quality.
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BY JED HAOAPAOAI.

SALES of baked goods are
projected to reach $2.5 billion

by 2027 or a compound annual

growth rate of 5 percent from

2022’ $1.9 billion, according to
the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

A USDA report dated July 12
said the Philippine bakingindustry.
in 2022 spent roughly $1.5 billion
on ingredients, 77 percent of
which or $1.2 billion were from
imports. The United States sup-
plied more than 55 percent or
$845 million imported ingredients,
mostly wheat.

The study said Plullppme bak-
ers consider flour the most slgmﬁ

cant ingredient as 70 percent of the -

cost of the staple bread, pan de sal,
is on flour, For other baked goods,

flour accounts for up to 50 percent
of the cost.

Add-in ingredients such ds
fruits, nuts and chocolate con-
tribute up to 15 percent of
the cost of baked goods while
dairy, eggs and sugar/sweeteners,
each represent 9 percent. Oils,
shortening, yeast, baking powder
and flavorings account for the
remaining 8 percent of the cost.

The USDA said processors of
packaged baked goods comprise
the bulk of bakers at 35 percent.
Their products like bread, bis-
cuits, cookies, crackers and small
cakes are commonly found in
retail shelves. ;

Neighborhood bakeries ac-
count fot 25 percent. Their prod-
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Business Insight

Date: 1 1 JuL 2083

Page:

LIBRARY

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURFE

Pandesal is the staple bread, widely sold in community bakeries that number around 42,000 across the country. USDA says
there is at least one neighborhood bakery in each barangay. (F'n'e photo)

ucts are typically made by hand
and use affordable ingredients.
The USDA said there is at
least one bakery in each baran-
gay in the Philippines. There are
more than 42,000 neighborhood
bakeries in the country.
Bakeshop chains which offer
a wide range of cakes, pastries

and other baked goods account
for 20 petrcent while hotels, res-
taurants and institutions. haye 12
percent contribution.

The smallest share of 8 per-
cent are from artisanal bakers or

specialty bakeshops and home

bakers.

Breads like pan de sal and -

sliced, loaf bread dominate the

‘baked product categoties with a

65 percent share while biscuits,
cookies and crackers popular as
snack items have a 20 percent
share.

Cakes and pastries comprise
12 percent. Pizza crusts account
for 3 percent.
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Ongoing avian influenza outbreaks
- In animals pose risk to humans

THE current outbreaks of avian influenza (also called
“bird flu”) have caused devastation in animal popu-
lations, including
mals, and farmers’ livelihoods and the food
trade. Although largely affecting animals, these out-
breaks ; ing risks to humans. 3]
mﬁoodmgmnm ization of the Unit-
ed Nations (FAQ), the World nization
(WHO),and the World Organization for Animal Health

(WOAH) urged countries to work together across
sectors to save as many animals as possible and to

protect people. L6
Avian influenza viruses normally spread among
birds, but the increasing number of H5N1 avian influ-

enza detections among mammals—which are biolog-
ically closer to humans than birds are—raises concern
that the virus might adapt to infect humans more
easily. In addition, some mammals may act as mixing
vessels for influenza viruses, laadingtothemergmne
of new viruses that could be more harmful to animals
and humans. 3 sy LT

'Ihefi-;maxy risk factor for human infection ap-
pears to be direct or indirect exposure to infected live
or dead or contaminated environments, such
as live bird markets. Slaughheﬂx;tﬁ,
dﬂﬁf carcasses of infected poultry, and p; ing
poultry for consumption, ially in household set-
tings, are also likely to be risk factors. Controlling the
circulation of avian influenza viruses in poultry is
essential to reducing the risk of human infection.

Last year, 67 countries in five continents reported
H5N1high Iathogaﬁdtyavian influenza outbreaksin
poultry and wild birds to WOAH, with more than 131
million domestic poultry lost due to death or culling in
affected farms and villages.

In 2023, another 14 countries mported outbreaks, '

mainly in the :‘Americas; as the disease continues to
s S e dsth v R e et

o

try, wild birds, and some mam-

in wild birds, caused by influenza A(H5N1) clade
23.4.4b viruses. I o
Recently, there have been increasing reports of dead-
fzm;ﬂ_a ks among mammals also caus influenza
(H5)—including influenza A(H5N1)—viruses. 10
countries across continents have reported out-
breaks in mammals to WOAH since 2022. There are
ikely to be more countries where outbreaks have not yet
been detected or reported. Both land and sea mammals
have been affected, including outbreaks in farmed mink
in Spain, seals in the United States of America, and sea
lions in Peru and Chile, with at least 26 species known to
 have been affected. HSN1 viruses have also been detect-
,»'egiindomeéﬁcaninwlssu&ascatsahddogsir_lseveral :
countries, with recent detections of H5NT in cats an-
nounced by authorities in Poland.
ies of mammals known to be infected with
A(l%le\‘;i‘)Es clade 2.3.4.4b viruses to date: ferret, mink,
European otter, North American river otter, marine
otter, European badger, skunk, Virginia o
Amur leopard, Amur tiger, mountain lion, fisher, Eu-

- ropean polecat, lynx, bobcat, domestic cat, red fox,
' coyote, racoon, racoon dog, South American bush dog, .
such | Americanblack bear, brown Bear, gri I(od.ﬁ
defeathering, han-

y bear,

bear, domestic pig (serology only), seal, harbor
seal, fur sea],-sgalglion, gorpoise, boﬁ:lymse dolphin,
short-beaked common dolphin, white sided dolphin,
sdetﬁ, Japanese raccoon dogs, Beech marten, Caspian

’ , Asiatic black bear, Chi dce)ﬂ)hin, ‘Burmeis-

ter’s ise. More studies are needed to understand
basell:noerﬁvels of infection in wild mammals.
“There is a recent paradigm in the ecol

and epidemiology of avian influenza which has height-
ened global concern as the disease spread to new
gfographiml regions and caused unusual wild bird
_die-offs, and ing rise in mammalian cases,” said .
‘?vr : i0 Torres, Head of the Science Departmentat
O. R, Y] e oy tion): haada
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Raw sugar rises on ti
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s’ugar futures on ICE wemh;gh , >
e# on Friday, ‘boosted by supply :"méo&ﬁéétember London'
tightness ‘and weather concerns, _cocoa settléd up £45 or 1.8% to
while cocoa and arabica coffee £2;498’perm The contract lost
- gncesalsochmbed iy s &Z%Iantheweek. Reliny 415
SUGAR: October raw sugar De‘alars sa:d com‘.erns about-
saettled n’ﬁ 0.31 tetrl't or 1‘:{;%‘ e :
24.32 cents per pound (Ib). ﬁ'm ollov
marketgostod afwe“elilyaga;‘n va-u‘xweakEIh han-expected. iropean
AAbout S A R T A quarter grinddata. =
S Degiete s T rem'é.med : .The North.Amen ;iﬂ
wncemsthattheEleo weath- edlﬂed,f :
er event muldcur? 'roductmnm B “‘fhey notedt'ﬁé‘ a‘ulicc’i;fgact

fses ‘expired at llom(imlquuday'
. August white. s'ugiu' whichex-  with a small deliﬁéﬁ“ sij_xti&pgt-1
: .pu'ed on Friday, settled up $7.10 "e&dl'he’o‘penwequ%oi July

rl% at$700.70aton. . ,.,‘;S,ggfépd at 2,561 lots, equ&t-
- The open interest on the Au-  ing to just 25 ﬁlﬂsﬂlégxg oiﬁr
gust contract has béen”fallmg cocoa. i e S
steadily in the ru,n-up to expiry Septemberiﬁew"fm%cﬂa‘
and stood at 3,464 lots, as of July B5 m?\s%’té'%:;,gggg
13, equating to 123 20b oitwaL

tonsofsugar. i h E mbe \aﬁ'b?ég‘
' Atestof Rugsm s.augar 'ﬂeet',;_zr goﬁgé Fmggzj@n& or 2%
the second this year, showed an at$1.608perib: -
- average root - weight of173 grams ) Se temher robus’ta coffee
.comparei with 1&4 gq:a,m ot ;
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Breadbaskt Brazﬂto
stock up on food, citing
inflation concerns -

SAO PAULO — Top food pro-
ducer Brazil will start stocking
up on food staples, a government
agency said, as the administra-
tion of President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva makes good on last year’s
campaign trail promisé to curb
food inflation.
In a bid to increase public
storage capacity, food supply

and statistics agency Conab an-

nounced a 34% rise in fees it will

pay for government-accredited- :

warehouse operators, the first
increase in six years.

The policy marks a sharp
reversal from the previous gov-
ernment’s stance, which never
deemed stocking up on food as
an option.

“We will go back ta makmg
public stocks, which is essential

to fight food inflation,” Conab

President Edegar Pretto said in
a statement. “For that, we first
need to expand Conab’s accred-
meq::etwork."

Conab said details of the
new policy, including budget
allocation, food purchase
mechanisms and the staples
involved will be announced by

the agriculture ministry at a
later date.

' Mr. Pretto said Conab’s own -
warehouses, as well as those of
accredited third parties, will be
involved in the effort.

The new policy comes at time
when many countries worry
about the impact on consumers
of high food costs.

In France, the government
secured a pledge from 75 food
companies to cut prices on hun-
dreds of products. In the UK, the
government ditched plans to ask
supermarkets to impose a volun-
tary price cap on basic goods after
abacklash from retailers.

In general, food stockpiling is
more common in nations where
food production is insufficient.

Brazil is a large producer and
exporter of soybeans, corn, cof-
fee, sugar, chicken and beef but
has a chronic storage deficit.

Brazil’s summer grain produc-
tion in 2023 outgrew its storage ;
capacity for the time in 20 years.

Historically, the government
buys grains such as corn when

_ prices reach a certain minimum
threshold. — Reuters
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ecord heat waves
it US, Europe, Asia

. OME: Tens of mllllons of people battled dangerously high tempera- A powerful heat wave stretching from
California to Texas was expected to peak,

tures around the world on Sunday as record heat forecasts hung OVeT .. (s National Weather Service said,

parts of th Umted State Land As1a, in the late | an “extreme '
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Record

forecast to range between 10 and 20
degrees Fahrenhen above normal in
the west. . ;

Arizona's state capital Phoenix re-
corded 16 straight days above 109 F (43
degrees Celsius), with residents facing
temperatures of 111 F on Saturday, en
route to an expected 115 E

California's Death Valley, one of the
hottest places on Earth, was also likely to
register new peaks on Sunday, with the
mercury possibly risingto 130 F (54 C).

Authorities have been sounding the
alarm, advising people to avoid outdoor
activities in the daytime and to be wary
of dehydration.

At a construction site outside Hous-
ton, Texas, a 28-year-old worker who
gave his name only as Juan helped com-
plete a wall in the blazing heat.

“Just when I take a drink of water, I
get dizzy, | want to vomit because of
the heat,” he told Agence France-Presse.

The Las Vegas weather service warned
that assuming high temperatures natu-
rally come with the area’s desert climate
was “a DANGEROUS mindset! This
heat wave is NOT typical desert heat.”
Southern California is fighting numer-
ouswildfires, including one in Riverside

County that has burned more than 7,500 =

acres (3,000 hectares) and prompted
evacuation orders.

Further north, the Canadlan govern-
ment reported that wildfires had burned
a record-breaking 10 million hectares

this year, with more damage expected

as the summer drags on.

Historic highs forecast In Europe, Italy

faced weekend predictions of historic
highs with the health ministry issuing
a red alert for 16 cities including Rome,
Bologna and Florence,

MY 13, 2022 page:
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The weather center warned Itahans to

prepare for “the most intense heat wave
of the summer and also one of the most
intense of all time.” The thermometer is

likely to hit 40 Cin Rome by Mondayand -

43 C on Tuesday, smashing the record of
40.5 C set in August 2007.

* The islands of Sicily and Sardinia could
wilt under temperatures as high as 48 C,
the European Space Agency warned —

“potentially the hottest temperatures ever

recorded in Europe.” The Acropolis in
Athens, one of Greece's top tourist attrac-
tions, will close during the hottest hours on

Sunday, for the third daynmning.

In France, high temperatures and
resulting drought are posing a threat to
the farming industry, ammgAgnaﬂtu:e
Minister Marc Fesneau criticism from
climatologists for having brushed aside
conditions as “normal enough for sum-
mer.” This June was the second-hottest
on record in France, according to the
national weather agency, and several

areas of the country have been under a
heat wave alert since Tuesday.

 There s little reprieve ahead for Spain,
whose meteorological agency warned

that a new heatwave Monday through

Wednesday will bring temperatures
above 40 C to the Canary Islands and
the southern Andalusia region.

Killer rains

As torrential rains lashed northern Japan

- on Sunday, a man was found dead in a

flooded car, a week after seven people
were killed in similar weather in the
country’s southwest.

Parts of eastern Japan are expected to
reach 38-39 C on Sunday and Monday,

with the meteorological agency warning,

temperatures could hit previous records.

In South Korea, rescuers on Sunday -

battled to reach people trapped in a
flooded tunnel, after heavy rains for the

£ d a¥

last four days triggered floods and land+
1slides that killed at least 33 people and
left 10 mlssﬂlg

The country is at the peak of its smm
mer monsoon season, with more ram
forecast through Wednesday.

In northern India, relentless monsoon
rains have reportedly killed at least 90
people, following burning heat.

.Major flooding and landslides are

‘common during India’s monsoons, but
experts say climate change is increasing
their frequency and severity.

China on Sunday issued several tem-
perature alerts, warning thermometers
could reach 40-45 C in the partly desert
region of Xinjiang, and 39 Cin southem
Guangxi region.

Morocco was slated for above-average
temperatures this weekend with highs of
47 C in some provinces — more typical
of August than July — sparking concerns
for water shortages, the meteorological

* _service said.

River Tigris shrinking In Irag, where
scorching summers are common,
37-year-old Wissam Abed usualiy cools
off from Baghdad's brutal summer by
swimming in the Tigris river.

But as rivers dry up, so does the age-
old pastime.

With temperatures near 50 C and
wind whipping through the city like a

. hairdryer, Abed stood in the middle of

the river, but the water only comes up
to his waist. e
“Year after year, the water simation gets

~ worse,” he told AFP.

While it can be difficult to attribute
a particular weather event to climate

- change, scientists insist that global warm-

ing — linked to dependence on fossil
fuels — is behind the mulnphcauorl and
intensification of heat waves.

The EU's climate monitoring service
saxd the world saw its hottest June on
record last month. AFP
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Réport: Over 122M more people facing
hunger due to Covid-19, weather shocks

VER 122 million more people
Oare facing hunger in theworld
: since 2019 due to the pan-
i demic and repeated weather shocks

and conflicts, including the war in
Ukraine, according to thelatest State
of Food Security and Nutrition in the
World (SOFI) report recently pub-
lished by five United Nations special-
ized agencies.

If trends remain as they are, the
Sustainable Development Goalofend-
inghungerby2030willnotbereached,

‘ the Foodand Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO), the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural De-

i velopment (IFAD), the United Nations

i " Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World

i :Health Organization (WHO) and the

World Food Programme (WEP) warn.

The 2023 edition of the report

reveals that between 691 and 783

million people faced hunger in 2022,

with a mid-range of 735 million. This
represents an increase of 122 million

people compared to 2019, before Vthe

Covid-19 pandemic.

While global hunger numbers have
stalled between 2021 and 2022, there
are many places in the world facing
deepeningfood ctises. Progressinhun-
ger reduction was observed in Asia and
Latin America, but hunger was still on
the risein Western Asia, the Caribbean
and throughout all subregions of Afri-
ca in 2022. Africa remains the worst-
affected region with one in five people
facing hunger on the continent, more
. than twice the global average.

“There are rays of hope, some re-
gionsareontracktoachievesome2030
nutrition targets. But'overall, we need
anintenseandimmediateglobal effort
torescue the Sustainable Development
Goals. Wemustbuildresilienceagainst

the crises and shocks that drive food

i insecurity-from conflict to climate,”
 said UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres throughavideomessage dur=
ing the launch of the report at the UN
" Headquarters in New York.

The heads of the five UN agencies,

~* FAO Director-General QU Dongyu;
IFAD President Alvaro Lario; UNICEE

Executive Director Catherine Russell;

WEP’s Executive Director Cindy Mc-
Cain; and WHO Director-General Dr.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus write

in the report’s Foreword: “No doubt,
achieving the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal target of Zero Hunger by
2030 poses a daunting challenge. In-

deed, it is projected that almost 600
million people will still be facing hun-
ger in 2030. The major drivers of food
insecurity and malnutrition are our

‘new normal,” and we have no option

but to redouble our efforts to trans-
form agrifood systems and leverage
‘them towardsreaching the Sustamable
Development Goal 2 [SDG 2] targets.”

Beyond hunger

THE food security and nutrition situa-
tionremained grimin 2022. Thereport
finds that approximately 29.6 percent

~ of the global population, equivalent to

2.4 billion people, did not have con-

stant access to food, as measured by

the prevalence of moderate or severe

food insecurity. Among them, around

900 million mdunduals faced severe

food insecurity.

Meanwhlle, the capacity of people-
toaccess healthy dietshasdeteriorated
~across the world: more than 3.1 billion
people in the world—or 42 percent—
were unable to afford a healthy diet in
2021. This represents an overall in-
crease of 134 million people compared
to 2019.
~ Millions of children under five
continue to suffer from malnutrition:
in 2022, 148 million children under
five years of age (22.3 percent) were
stunted, 45 million (6.8 percent) were
wasted, and 37 million (5.6 percent)
were overweight.

Progress has been seen in exclu-
sive breastfeeding with 48 percent of
infants under 6-months of age ben-
efiting from this practice; close to the
2025 target. However, more concerted
efforts will be required to meet the
2030 malnutrition targets.

The report also looks at increased

" urbanization as a “megatrend” affect-
ing how and what people eat. With

almost seven in ten people projected
to live in cities by 2050, governments
and others working to tackle hunger,
foodinsecurityand malnutrition must
seektounderstand these urbanization
trends and account for them in their
policymaking. $

In particular, the simple rural and
urban divide concept is no longer suf-
ficienttounderstand thewaysinwhich
urbanization is shaping agrifood sys-
tems. A more complex rural-urban
continuum perspective is needed con-
sidering both the degree of connectiv-

ity that people have and types of con-

nections that exist between urban and
rural areas.

AT

For the first time, this evolution is
documented systematically across 11
countries. The report illustrates that
food pj.lrchases are significantnot only
amongurbanhouseholdsbutalsoacross
the rural-urban continuum, including

 those residing far from urban centers.

'I'};e new findings also show how con-
sumption of highly processed foods is '
also increasing in peri-urban and rural
areas of some countries.

Unfortunately, spatial inequalities
remain. Food insecurity affects more
people living in rural areas. Moderate
or severe food insecurity affected 33

~percent of adults living in rural areas

and 26 percent in urban areas.
Children’s malnutrition also dis-
plays urban and rural specificities: the

. prevalenceofchild stuntingishigherin

__ruralareas(35.8percent) thaninurban

areas (22.4percent). Wastingishigherin
ruralareas (10.5 percent) thaninurban
_areas (7.7 percent), while overweightis

slightly more prevalent in urban areas
- (5.4 percent) compared to rural areas
(3.5 percent).

The report recommends that to ef-
fectively promote food security and
nutrition pohcymterventlons actions
and investments must be guided by a
comprehensive understanding of the
complexand changing relatlonshlp be-
tween the rural-urban continuum and

agnfood systems
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pay more for sweet treats as summer
heatwaves push up the price of sugar.

Sugar buyers and producers are currently
negotiating contractsforthe 2023-24 harvest
season, which starts in October, Prices being

. cited are over€1,000 a ton, said people with
knowledge of the matter—more than double
whattheywereinthe middleoflastyear. That's
set to raise costs in the snack aisle.

Last year's drought-related drop in
sugar output offers a glimpse into what
might unfold if the same were-to happen
again. Sugar production for the current
2022-23 season fell 12 percent relative
to the previous one, and at 14.6 million
tons, was one million tons below initial EU
estimates. While large companies—andin
turn, consumers—were shielded from big

E UROPEAN consumers maysoonhaveto

price hikes thanks to long-term contracts;

prices in the'spot market have surged
58 percent since last October, squeezing
smallerand medium-sized confectioneries.

Warning signs are already flashing; rain
delayed this year's planting by roughly'a
month, and rising temperatures have since
increased the risk of both drought and pests
spreading faster and ravaging small sugar
beet crops. .
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EU's Record Sugar Prices
The cost of refined sugar has surged on dwindling production

Producers have so far taken a cautious
approach to pricing, said John Stansfield, a
senior sugar analyst at DNEXT Intelligence.
“Critically, it's what happens in the next two
or three months: do we get rain or do we get
just drought conditions?”

Withsuppliesalreadytightand thethreat
of drought looming, Germany's Suedzucker
AG and France’s Tereos are among those who
expect prices tostay high. And this year, with
new contracts being signed at record price
levels, the extra costs won't be easy to avoid.
KonaHague, head of commodities researchat

ED&F Man, said some companies will have to
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pass the burden along to consumers.

“It'snot the end of sugar price inflation for
Europe,”said Yury Sharanov, president of CIUS, a
lobby group representing both sugar consumers
and industrial-scale buyers in Europe.

The situation has been exacerbated by
low levels of sugar stock, which shrank last
year as companies dipped into their reserves.
Destocking will be“the ultimate driver for EU
sugar prices, which are incredibly sticky,” said
Julian Price, anindependentsugar consultant
and former president of the European
Association of Sugar Traders,

Despite all this, some analysts are

cautiously optimistic that production may
increase. The EU has forecast that output
could reach 15.5 million tons this season,
with a spike in Poland’s sugar beet acreage

.offsetting a decline in France.

Not everybody agrees. Analysts have
also expressed concern about yellow virus,
a disease that can wipe out sugar beet
crops. Following France's restrictions on
neonicotinoids—a type of pesticide that
protects against the yellow virus—experts
atGreen Pool Commodity Specialists estimate
that Europe’s sugar production could drop

_ below the EU estimate to 14.8 million tons.

“Whilst there have been few reports so
far of virus yellows symptoms, it is still too
early to say if 2023 beet crops have dodged
the yellow virus bullet,” Green Pool analysts
noted. “It is possible that symptoms appear
this month.”

Such instability isn’t limited to Europe.
The world's sugar comes from cane—grown
in tropical climes—and beets, which thrive
in traditionally cooler areas further north.
Extreme weather is hurting both kinds, with
El Nifio threatening to curb cane harvests
in Southeast Asia and Africa, and rising
temperatures making Europe less hospitable
to beets. Bloomberg News
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