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PBBM, DTl chi

ief launch ‘Kadiwa’

caravan, distribute aid to MSMEs

closer to the Filipino people and
. provide them with livelihood
means, President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr., together with Department ¢ of Trade
and Industry (DTI) Secretary Alfredo
Pascual, led the opening of the "Kad:wa
ng Pangulo” caravan and distribution of
ﬁna_ndalaséistance tosmall-scaleenter-
prises in Pampanga on Monday.
~ rDyzing the event, the Chief Execu-
tive also witnessed the"
memorandum of agreement among
different government agencies, such
as the DTI, Department of the Interior
and Local Government, Department of
Agriculture, Department of Labor and

TO bring affordable food products

Employment, Department of Social.

Welfare and Development, Presidential
Communications Office, and Presiden-
tial Management Staff for the massive
rolloutoftheKadiwangPangulotoother
local government units in the country.

This initiative is aimed at giving the
consumers access to cheap yet quality
basic commodities. Also, it is crucial to

ing of the

attain _food security in the Philippines,

On the other hand, the fund distri-
butionisintended tosupportbusinesses
affected by the Covid-19 crisis, calami-
ties, andothercatastrophestostaxtanew
post-pandemic. .

Atotal of P6.541 millioninmonetary
assistance was handed by the DTI to
smallenterprisesduringthe ceremonial
distributionheld at the Benigno Aquino
Hallin San Fernando.

From this amount, 16 beneficiaries
of the Pangkabuyan sa Pagbangon at
Ginhawa Program in the capital city of
Pampanga received P11,900 each, or a
sum of P190,400. _

For the RISEUP Micro Multi-Purpose
Loan Program, all the seven recipients
gotanaggregatemonetaryassistance of
P6.351 million.

Priortotheseactivities, Kadiwa cara-
vanswerelaunched in otherparts of the
countl.'y to show the government’s bold
efforttoensuretheavailabilityofafford-
able products to every Filipino.

RoderickL. Abad
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DA exec pushes closer cooperation
in management of water resources

HE Department of Agriculture
(DA) sought for closer cooperation

among Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) member-countries in
the implementation of effective measures
to improve water resources management.

During the FAO Conference in Rome
recently, DA Undersecretary Mercedita
Sombilla emphasized the critical impor-
tance of implementing water-related
measures efficiently and harmoniously at
the national level. .

She highlighted the significant step
takenbythePhllippmesthroughthecreatron
~ oftheWater Resources Management Office
(WRMO) via ExecutlveOrder(EO) 22, signed
by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. in April.

The WRMO will act as a requlatory
body to protect water resources, ensure
their efficient use, and guarantee their
availability for all economic sectors,

“This timely move by the government

iscrucialinsecuring the country 'swater -

g

resources for future generations,
Ssombilla said.

The DA official also highlighted the
proactive steps being undertaken by the
country to ensure preparedness for the
potential worsening impacts of El Nifio.

“One of these strategies involves

cloud seeding operations to improve
water irrigation and other water-
impounding facilities, rivers and creeks
and groundwater deposits, especially in
productron areas, critical watersheds and
 reservoirs, * Sombilla added.

"Long-term mrtrgatmg measuresare also
in place to respund to water issties in the
country. These solutions involve upgrading

irrigation facilitiesand damsto optimize water

“delivery and minimize wastage, constructing

flood control and sea wall structures in
flood-prone areas, and establishing newly
water-rmpoundmgfacrlrtresmhrghlandareas
to capture rainfall,” she said.

These measures are decisive responses
to the intensifying impact of climate
change, Sombilla added.

“The Philippines is also now investing in
climate-resilientwaterinfrastructures, suchas
solar-powered irrigation systems, promoting
domestic water and recycling schemes at
the household and community level to
promote water conservation and advocating
nature-based solutions like reforestation and
expansion of mangrove areas, use of organic/
bio-fertilizer as well as the adoption of water
saving and climate resilient agriculture
practices and technologies, such as the

- adjustment of planting calendars, use of

alternate wetting and drying, better crop
nutrient management,” she added.
~ Furthermore, Sombilla underscored
the importance of strengthening the
capacity of nations through bilateral
cooperation with member countries and
tap_pi_n'g the expertise of the private sector
to achieve efficient and effective water
resource managementand infrastructure.
“By working together and supporting
eachothertoachieve the needed integrated
managementand efficient use of our water
resources, under the able guidance and
leadership of the Food and Agriculture
Organization, is a major step towards
our achreving the shared objective of a
resilient agrifood system,” the DA official
said. Raadee S. Sausa
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'angasinan fa

lﬂlﬁl’lﬂl, PInMan. This nce—pro- province are the ram-fed areas.
ducing province has put in place  We still have a very wide rain-fed 3
measures to mitigate the possible  area,” Moya told Sangguniang Pan- |
effects to agriculture of the El Nifio  lalawigan (SP) members during
phenomenon, which is expected their regular session at the provin-
to hit the country starting in Oc- -~ Gial capitol here on Monday. -
tober this year. - Pangasinan has about 184,000
Provincial agriculturist Dahsay hectares of rice fields, making it
Moya said that her office has the top rice producer in Ilocos
identified vulnerable areas m thq- Region and the country’s tlnrd
provinceand came upwith recom-  biggest rice pr '
- mendations to farmers. - Moyasaid fthe 0
~According to the Phlhppme heuares rice area, about?l 321 hect
Atmospheric, Geophysical and ares are still tmnfed and most are
Astronomical Services Adminis- locatedi '
tration (Pagasa), the El Nifio is (e
a climate pattern that warms the
ocean surface in the central and
eastern Pacific Oce.
~ below-normal rain
" “The vulnerab! _

'bles, corn, andcrops hat do no!
demand muck molsmretogmw 5
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editorial

Can PHL eliminate
hunger by 20302

IVE United Nations specialized agencies recently
warned that the Sustainable Development Goal of
ending hunger by 2030 will not be reached if cur-
rent trends in food security and nutrition are not
reversed immediately. The agencies, including the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International
Fund for Agricultural Development, issued the warning in
a recently published report, titled “The State of Food Secu-
rity and Nutrition in the World 2023." One of the alarm- -
ing ﬁndmgs is that over 122 million more people are facing
hunger in the world since 2019 due to the pandemic and
repeated weather shocks and conflicts, including the war
in Ukraine. (See, “Report: Over 122M more people  fac-
ing hunger due to Covid-19, weather shocks,” in the BusI-
NESSMIRROR, July 17, 2023).
“

The 2023 edition of the report indicated that between 691 million
and 782 million people faced hungerin 2022. The UN report also found
that approximately 29.6 percent of the global population, equivalentto
2 4billion people, did not have access to food, as measured by the preva-
lence of moderate or severe food insecurity. Of this figure, around 900 !
million individuals faced severe food insecurity.

According to FAO, people are food insecure when they lack regular
access to enough safe and nutritious food for normal growth and devel-
opment and an active and healthylife. This may be due to unavailability
of food and/or lack of resources to obtain food. :

The Philippines is one of the countries where citizens continue to '
struggle to gain access to safe and nutritious food. The 2023 UN report
indicated that the prevalence of moderate and severe food insecurity
in the country averaged 44.7 percent from 2020 to 2022. This means
that nearly half of the population experienced food insecurity during
those years.

The Covid-19 pandemic exposed the food supply vulnerabilities of
the Philippines, which heavily relies on imports to fill its domestic food
requirements. The spike in logistics cost and Russia’s attack on Ukraine
made it tough for policymakers to stabilize the prices of goods, includ-
ing basic food items. Weather shocks, such as Typhoon Odette, con-
tributed to the spikes in the prices of certam food 1tems like sugar and
some processed food. ’f.r dal ik

Russia’s recent dec:mon tq halta deal that allowed grain to flow from
Ukrame to oﬁlgt countnes the latest shock that would make it more
cha]lengmg for the Pb;hppmes, afood importer, toimprove its citizens’
access to food. On July 17, Russia said it will return to the wartime deal
brokered by the UN and Turkeylast year afterits demandsare met. (See,
“Russiahaltswartime deal thatallows Ukrainetoship graininahit
toglobalfoodsecurity,”inthe BUSINESSMIRROR, July 17,2023). This
development poses a major setback for policymakers around the world,
particularly thosein lmport -dependent nations, where hunger persists.

In the Philippines, millions continue to experience hunger, basedona
survey conducted by the Social Weather Stations. Around 3 million Fili-
pinofamilies experienced involuntary hungeratleast once from October
to December 2022, at a time when consumption is at its highest due to
the Christmas holidays. It is our hope 1 that the Philippines succeeds in
eliminating himgérby EBO in line with the countrys commitment as

a cionAtArT R AT TR G AT Acandr il of



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: \IML(/,' ’q( UJ@ Page:

{7 LIBRARY
| DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page

of




