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Dairy Authority (NDA) has thrown in the

towel, saying it decided to stop to “avoid
further losses.”

Government auditors .are unhappy,
noting that P7.59 million worth of new
machinery is no longer being used after
the inital run resulted in ruined milk
due to bad choice of packaging matetial:
the retortable pouches tnurned out to be
defective.

Thq 1mglementauon of ‘the SMP
project was, stalleci in July . 2021 due to
defects in the pouches that wete procured
for the producuonief pduchcd sterilized
milk, with 40.percesit of: ,ﬂ;;e production
wasted,” thc‘Commlsslon on Audit said.

Not only did ‘thie NDA terminate the
supply conitract for the retortable pouches,
it also shut down the entire plant: Imme-
diately, P1.24 million in perlshable raw
materials went to waste: .

‘Needing to move 7, 225 kllograms of

sugar and milk powder to prevent them
from spoiling, the NDA said it decided to
“lend” cooperatives and dairy partners.
But without a written agreement clarifying
the nature of the transaction, recovering
the value of the goods is. not unlikely,
auditors said.

Cocoa powder, reﬁncd sugar, and while
milk powder worth P866,375 were also
left exposed to high temperatures in a
container van, which the Commission on
Audit said “may result in chemical, physi-
cal and bactetiological changes.”

Likewise, two million hard plastic straws
and 36,000 shipping cartons are left idle
deteriorating over several months.

“Due to the suspension of operation
of the SMP after the first batch of milk
production, ...machineties and equipment
in the total amount of P7.59 million were
no longer utilized and/or remained idle,”

-CG}A said;

But more than the wasted raw materi-
als.and unused plant machinery however,

£

the audir team said beneficiaries of the
Masustansyang Pagkain para sa Batang
Pilipino Act (RA 11037) in public schools
under the Department of Education and
the Department of Social Welfare and De-
velopment are also being shortchanged.
With the shuttered milk sterilizing plant
now unlikely to resume operations, the

"COA told the NDA that the entire venture

is now considered “unnecessary expendi-
ture or use of government funds,” which
would be disallowed in audit.

- “We recommended that top manage-
ment ... consider imposing administrative
sanctions against officials and personnel
concerned, who wete remiss in their duties
that resulted in the wastage of govern-
ment funds,” the commission said.

The NDA, however; defended the
decision to halt plant operations citing
“technical problems” in implementaton.

It insisted that the project team’s call to
shutr down was “a good decision to avoid
further losses.”
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More farmers, f|sherfolk to supply
fresh produce to QSR chain

BY JED MAGAI’AGAI.

THE Department of Agriculture -

(DA) and the Jollibee Group Foun-
dation (JGF) signed on Monday a

memorandum of agreementaimed

at enhancing farmers and fisher-

. folk access to.markets to mcreasc.

their i income.

- Under the parq:ersh.tp, farmers
~and fisherfolk will directly supply
Jollibee Group’s rcqm.tcmcnts for
its food business.

“As a food company need-
ing fresh produce for our meal
offerings, helping farmers o1-
ganize themselves to directly
supply Jollibee seem the most
relevant and meaningful way by
which we can help our farmers,”
said Ma. Gisela Tiongson, JGF
president and executive direc-
tot, at the signing ceremony..

‘Tiongson said through the

Jollibee Group’s Farmer Entre-

preneurship Program, at least
25 farmer groups currently sup-

ply Jollibee with fresh produce.

The, partnership with DA did
no indicate the target beneficiaries
but is eyed to equip farmers and
fisherfolk with improved skills and
entrepreneurship knowledge to

“Thrmfgh"
.slup,,m'e&o :
ing our efforts.over the ;
years in co-creating and mele-
menting an agro-enterprise train-

ing program that build on each

other’s strengths and experienges

and complement the efforts of

DA personnel, in helping farmer

cooperatives and associations be—

come profitable and successful,”
Tiongson further said.

Tiongson said the partnership
advances the interest and condi-
tion of small-scale Filipino farm-
ers and fisherfolk, citing their
previous experience that farmers
gained not only a stable market
but also the skills to project their

-~ make- their operations snstmnable -
and efficient, - - .

income and manage thelr COSts to
the minimum..

DA Senior Undersecretary Do-
mingo Panganiban said in a state-
ment the agreement is part of
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 Panganiban (left) and Tiongson sign the MOA at the DA Offceon July 17, 2023,

the Agro- Enterpnsc Clustering
Approach which guides coopera-
tive associations in the country in
clustering and in marketing their
agri-fishery products
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LOSSES FHI]M SWINE FEVEH TI]PP'II]IIM INWESTERN VISAYAS

..By Joey Marzan
@joeymarzanINQ

ILOILO CITY—Hog growers
in Western Visayas have lost
at least P762.5 million as the
African swine fever (ASF) hit
pig farms in the region, a re-
port from the Department: of
Agriculture (DA) on Tuesday
showed. '
As of June 26, a total of
79,376 hogs in the region, com-
posed of the provinces of Iloi-
lo, Capiz, Antique, Aklan, Gui-
maras and Negros Occidental,
died due to swine diseases and
depopu]atlon procedures . to
prevent the spread of ASF.
Capiz logged more than half
of the total hog deaths in the re-
gion with 47,645 or equivalent
to P428.89 million in losses.
Negros Occidental followed
with 14,430 dead hogs valued
at P162.61 million, Iloilo with
12,485 (P124.8% million). Aklan

with 2,389 (P23.35 :mlhon), An-
tique with 2,051 (P12.29 mxlhon)
and Guimaras with 376 pigs
(P3.675 million).

The DA in the region, as of
July 14, collected 2,853 samples
from 527 barangays, with 996
samples from 338 barangays
yielding positive results for
ASF, representing a swine pop-
ulation of 4,468 with positive
samples. More than 6oo farm-
ers reported losses.

Guimaras recovery
Dr. Jonic Natividad, DA
Western Visayas regulatory di-

vision chief, said Guimaras was

on track to be the first province

to go into a recovery process.
Their records indicated

-~ that hog farms in three out of .

five Guimaras towns had been
affected—Buenavista, Nueva
Valencia.and the capital Jordan.
The towns of San Lorenzo and

Sibalom had not recorded anv

case of the hog disease. -
He said officials of the is-
land province had been work-

ing closely with them, diligently -

sending blood samples for test-
ing and complying with the DA’s
documentary requirements.
Natividad said that re-
lieving villages of swine fever
would rely heavily on hog rais-
ers, regardless of the health sta-
tus of their stocks, as they must
implement their own respec-
tive biosecurity audits. =
“If they are hit [by ASF],
they have to [investigate] why

they were hit; [check] if they .

[bought cantaminated] meat or
pork products or if they go out
often. For those who are not

affected, they have to look at

their practices which may lead
to [ASE infection]. These are
practlces that we need to ad-
dress,” he said.

Western Visayas is one of
the country’s thp hog produc-
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ers. Negros Occidental leads
the region with an inventory of
491,066. Tloilo comes next with
182,020 hogs in its inventory,
followed by Capiz (124,976), Ak-

_lan (98,398), Antique (76,384)

and Guimaras (23,686).

ASF, according to the Na-
tional Meat Inspection Service,
is a highly contagious viral dis-
ease that affects pigs, warthogs
and boars. It causes pigs to
have high fever and lose their
appetite, and causes hemor-
rhages in the skin and internal
organs.

Hogs die in a span of two to

_ 10 days upon infection. There is

no known vaccine that has been
developed to fight swine fever.

But- ASF, health officials
stressed, does not pose any
threat to humans, and pork

products from areas where

swine fever cases have been
detected are safe for consump-
tion. No
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DA, Jollibee team up

~fora
| be>

By DANESSA RIVERA

The Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) has teamed
up with the Jollibee Group
Foundation (JGF) to promote
clustering and consolidation
in the agri-fisheries sectors,
which will enhance market
access and income of farmers
and fisherfolk. :

The partnership was for-
malized through a memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA)
signed by ﬁle two parties last
Monday.

DA Senior Undersecretary
Domingo Panganiban stressed
the important role of agri-fish-
eries CFu(;teﬂng and consolida-
tion and the Agro-Enterprise
Clustering Approach (AECA) in
- achieving inclusive agricultural
productivity in the country.

“As you may know, cluster-
ing and consolidation is a top
%riority' of President Marcos

nder his leadership, the
Department of Agriculture is
levelling up and pushing for
strategies to achieve key mile-
stories toward food sufficiency
and security,” he said.

Panganiban said one key
measure in attaining these
goals is the mainstreaming of

arm and Fisheries Cluster-
ing and Consolidation (F2C2)
program in the DA banner
programs and operating units,
particularly the institutional-
ization of the AECA course in
the Department through the
Philippine Rural Development
Program Scale-Up.

igri-ﬁsh-eries
ustering

“We hope that through this
strategy, we are contributing to

the national goal of increasing

theincomes of our farmers an
ensuring that food is always
available at the tables of every

-Fill;fino family,” Panganiban
said.

JGF president and executive
director Ma. Gisela Tiongson
affirmed their commitment in
advancing the interest and con-

dition of small-scale Filipino

farmers and fisherfolk through
various a; rise capac-
ity building activities in line
with the F2C2 program.

“Through this new part-
nership, we look forward to
sustaining our efforts over the
next years, in co-creating
and. implementing an agro-
entergrise training program
that build on each other’s
strengths and experiences, and
complement the efforts of DA
personnel, in helping farmer
cooperatives and associations
become profitable and success-
ful,” she said.

The MOA signifies the re-
newal of collaboration between
the DA and JGF in empowering
farming and fishing communi-
ties to produce enough, acces-
sible, and affordable food for
Filipinos since its inception in
January last year.

AECA is one of the banner
activities that was born from
the partnership, which seeks
to guide cooperative associa-
tions in the country in cluster-
ing and collective marketing
of their agri-fishery products.
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Palawan govt
joins nationwide
launch of ‘Kadiwa
ng Pangulo’

\VALAWAN Governor Victo-

rino Dennis M. Socrates led
thelaunching of KADIWAng
Pangulo (KNP) 2023 in the province

wherein local agricultural products
such as fresh and nutritious vegeta-
bles, fruits, poultry, nuts and dried
products, rice, and groceries were
made available at affordable prices.
The launching held at the Cen-
tennial Pavilion of the Provincial
Capitol, Puerto Princesa City last
July 17, 2023 was spearheaded by
the Office of the Provincial Ag-
riculturist (OPA), in partnership

with the Palawan Tarabidan Multi-

.puTpose Cooperative as the offi-

cial “Katuwang sa Diwa at Gawa

“para sa Masaganang Ani at Kita”
or. KADIWA partner in Palawan,
Department of Agriculture (DA),

Department of Trade and Industry .

(DTI) Palawan, National Food Au-
' thority (NFA), Department of the
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) and NCCC Mall Palawan.
In his message, Socrates ex-
pressed his appreciation for the
project which aims to help local
producers earn higher income by
eliminating intermediaries and, at
the same time, allow consumers to
buyagricultural productsand other
goods at a lower price.

& “Thank‘you-for; this project

' sapagkat alam natin na maraming

makikinabangdito, matutulunganang
anngmga producersatganundinang

3 atmgmga consumerssapamamagitan

ng mabzbalmgpanganga:langang pag-
kain at basic necessities sa murang
halaga,” he said in a statement.
According to Provincial Agricul-
turist Romeo Cabungcal, aside from

“having these basic commodities ac-

cessible and affordable to the poor,
the project also provide farmers,

fisherfolksand micro-enterprisesa

rent-freevenuetoselltheirproducts

" and increase their income.

The activity also coincides with
the nutrition month celebration

this July with the theme “Healthy

diet, gawing affordable for alll” In
her message, Provincial Nutrition
Action Officer Rachel Paladan con-
veyed thesignificance of the project
in addressing the problem of mal-
nutrition in the province.:

“Ito pong KADIWA ay sagot po
sa ating problema sa malnutrisyon...
suportahan po natin ang mga local
produce ng ating mga farmers kasi
nakikita po natin na masustansiya at
sariwataposditolangponatin malnblh
na affordable po sa lahat.”

Meanwhile, the nationwide
launching of KNP was held at San
Fernando City, Pampanga and
participated simultaneouslybyall
provinces in the country.
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DA, Jollibee aim to expand access of local farmers, ﬁshers to markets

BY RAADEE S. SAUSA
W@raadeeboy

P HE Department of Agricul-
' I ture (DA) and the Jollibee
Group Foundation (JGF)
signed a memorandum of agree-
ment (MOA) that aims to “en-
hance” the access of farmers and
fishers to markets, which willgive
them opportunities to increase
their income.
Agriculture Senior Undersec-

retary Domingo F. Panganiban

said the government’s MOA with
Jollibee is consistent with the ad-
ministration's goal of achieving

“inclusive agrlcultural productlv-
ity” in the country.

“As you may know, clustering
and consolidation is a top pri-
ority of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. Under his leadership,
the DAisleveling up and pushing

- forstrategiesto achieve key mile-

stones, toward food sufficiency

and security,” Panganiban said

in a statement.

He added that one key mea-
sures in attaining these goals
is the mainstreaming of Farm
and Fisheries Clustering and
Consolidation (F2C2) program
in the DA Banner Programs

and Operating Umts particu-
larly the institutionalization
of the Agro-Enterprise Cluster-
ing Approach (AECA) Course

. in the department through the

Philippine Rural Development
Program Scale-Up.

[ “We hope that through this
strategy, we are contributing
to the:national goal of increas-
ing the incomes of our farmers
and ensuring that food is always
available at the tables of every
Filipino family.”

"As a complement to the ef-

forts of DA, Ma. Gisela Tiongson,

president and executive director

of JGE, affirmed thelr commit-
mentinadvancing theinterestand

condition of small scale Filipino -

farmers and fisherfolk through

various agro-enterprise capacity .

building activities in line with the
F2C2 program.

* “Through this new partner-
ship, we look forward to sus-
taining our efforts over the next
three years, in co-creating and
implementingan agro-enterprise
training program that build on
each other’s strengths and ex-
periences, and complement the
efforts of DA personnel, in help-
ing farmer cooperatives and as-

sociations become profitable and
successful.”

The DA said the signing signi-
fies the renéwal of collaboration
between the agency and JGF in
“empowering” farmingand fishing

' communities to produce enough,
~ accessible, and affordable food

for Filipinos since its inception in
January 2022.

Itadded that AECAisoneofthe
banner activities that was born
from the partnership, which seeks
to guide cooperative associations

_in the country in clustering and '}
collective marketing of their agri-

fishery products.
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Border inspection
facility to rise in Bulacan

HE Philippines’s campaign
against smuggling is set to reach
an important milestone with
_ the construction of the first border
inspection facility for agricultural

imports in Bulacan.

The Department of Agricul-
ture and the private sector are
expected to sign on July 20 a
memorandum of understanding
on the facility’s construction. A
groundbreaking ceremony will
alsobe conductedin Angat, where
the facility will be built.

~ Nongovernment organization

Samahang Industriya ng Agricul-

ture (Sinag) thanked President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., who is

Cynthia Villar [dahil] sampungtaon
natin siyang kasama sa pagtulak ng
first border inspection facilities.”
Lawmakers have repeatedly
‘raised the importance of Cold/
Commodity Examination Facili-
ties for Agriculture (Cefa) or the
100 percentfirstborderinspection
of agricultural imports to combat
smuggling during public hearings.

Aside from preventing smug-

gling, Sinag said Cefa will assure

also the chief of the agriculture
department, for giving his bless-
ing to the facility's construction.
“The [facility] is a game-
changerandisadream cometrue
for the local agriculture indus-
try,” Sinag Chairman Rosendo
saidinastatement. “Aweekafter
hisassumption to the presiden-
cy, PBBM [President Bongbong
Marcos] gave the directive to us
in the private sector and the DA

the country’s food safety and
publichealth from unsafeand un-
tested agricultural imports that
crippled and continue to devas-
tate the agriculture sector, like
the African swine fever (ASF) and
avian influenza, among others.

“ASF alone has ravaged the live-
stock industry and allied sectors
by at least P70 billion for the past
four years.”

Sinag said the Angat property
willhouse government employees
from the Bureau of Customs, the

DA, and any other affiliated gov- -

ernment agencies necessary to ac-
complish the ultimate purpose of
focused, but expeditious inspec-
tion of agricultural shipments
without sacrificing strict adher-
ence toregulatory guidelines and
customs tariff and quarantine
protocols. : ;

The group said only smugglers

= |

THIS BusinessMirror file photo shows imported
meat products from the United States.

-

towork together in establishing
the Cefa.” > !
“The Pacific Road Link Incor-
porated, after consultation with
Sinag, offered 10 hectares of its
Angat property. as our first Cefa
that will provide shipment inspec-
tion services in Customs facilities
outside our Philippine ports, at no
cost to the government. Maraming
salamat kay PBBM. Wealso applaud
the relentless efforts of Senator

and those involved in illicit trade
and their cohorts in government
“will make every effort to hamper
the construction of Cefa.”

“Imagine, 4 years nang may
pondo ang Cefa subalit hindi ito ma-
implement. Ganoon kalakas angmga
puwersa na ayaw ipatayo ang Cefa.
Alam din natin na up until today,
they continue to lobby against its
construction.”

Sinag noted that agricultural
smuggling has deprived govern-
ment of much needed revenues,
hovering between P15 billion to
P25 billion annually. Local pro-
ducers continue to suffer from
unfair competition as smuggled
goods directly compete with local
production.

“Worse, unsuspecting consum-
ers have no idea of what they are
buying, puttingatrisk publichealth
and safetv cancerns.”
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M|sam|s Orlental coco planters get shared processmg facllltles under CFIDP

has been. granted shared processing

THE province of Misamis Oriental
-facilities (SPFs) for coconut worth

P76.9 million under the Coconut Farmers
and Industry Development Plan (CFIDP).

The Philippine Center for Postharvest
Developmentand Mechanization (PHilMech)
will spearhead the establishment of SPFs

for qualified farmers’ cooperatives and -

associations (FCAs).
Two barangayswill receive the facilities-

-the Odiongan Multi-Purpose Cooperative -

(MP() based in Barangay Odiongan in
Gingoog City in Misamis Oriental will get
a white copra processing facility worth
P30.1 million.

Meanwhile, the Alayon Multi-Purpose
Cooperative (MPC) based in Barangay

- Bonifacio Aquino in Magsaysay, Misamis

Oriental will receive awhite copraand coconut
oil processing facility worth P46.8 million.
PHilMech Director Dionisio Alvindia
congratulated the beneficiariesand assured
them that the attached agency of the

Department of Agriculture will continue
toshow its support through projects under
the CFIDP.

The two cooperatives will operate and
manage the facilities that will benefit
more than 2,000 coconut farmers in the
area alone.

The two SPFs are also expected to
cater to coconut farmers from other
municipalities/cities and provinces in
Region 10 (Northern Mindanao).

Andres Tuates Ir., head of Coconut

Trust Fund Facility Management and

Field Operations Division of PHilMech is

spearheading the agency’s projects under
the CFIDP.

Earlier, PHilMech said it has shortlisted
27 coconut FCAs as recipients of SPFs that
will be funded by the Coconut Farmers and
Industry Trust Fund (CFITF) as stipulated by
RepublicAct 11524 or the Coconut Farmers
and Industry Trust Fund Act.

Alvindiasaidtheagencyhasalsostarted
the process of enabling FCAs to manage,

operate and maintain the SPFs with
trainings conducted since early this year. - |
He added that more coconut FCAs will
be added to the shortlist. .
“PHilMechisstepping upthedistribution ‘
atnocostofSPFstoqualified coconut-based
FCAs to be funded under the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Trust Fund or CFITF,
and identifying the cooperatives and
associations to be part of the shortlist of
SPF recipients is one crucial step for that."
Raadee S. Sausa
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IS column can be considered
a continuation of last week's
article that discussed advances in
irrigation technoibgy, enabling
farmers to save on water usage
and increase yields. Let me stress
that lessening water. usage in
agriculture is a cnﬁcai issue as
global freshwater resources are
dwindling amid challenges from
climate change and a growmg
population.
For this column, let me di
how to reduce the resources or
inputs needed to grow food, and
why many current cuft:vatlon
practices are unsustainable over
the short to long term.
Let messtart the discussion from
an article I read from the website
. of The Strait Times titled “Exist-
ing technologies can increase
food supply without harming the
environment; Tharman” that is
based on Singapore Senior Min-
ister Tharman Shanmugaratnam's
views on the need to make food
production more sustainable.
Speaking at the 43rd Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ) con-
ference in Rome recently, Tharman

The Manila Times”

'MOVING
FORWARD

D. DAR

said that current methods or systems
of rice production are not sustainable

asitiswater-intensiveand produces a

large amount of methane.

He poifited out that the Vietnam- ¥

ese government is promoting a new
system to grow rice in the Mekong
Delta called “alternate wetting and
drying irrigation” where farmers
first irrigate the land to fill up about

5 centimeters (cm) above the soil.
'After that, farmers wait for the

water to subside to around 15 cm
below the soil before adding a little
amount of water.

Tharman said this system im-
proved yields by up to 40 percent
while reducing water usage in
growing rice. This sounds realistic
as the roots of the rice crops can
still absorb water that has been
held below the soil level, espe-
cially for varieties developed for

dry season planting or drought
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Usmg less resources to grow food

conditions.

In China, the Singaporean of-
ficial said farmers in that country
have affordable drip irrigation sys-
tems and use of sen%lngrowmg
rice, increasing yields by up to 22

- percent and reducing water use by

almost 40 percent.

At the FAO conference, Tharman
said there is a need to approach food
security taking into account water
security and environmental security.

And in the Philippines, this
statement of Tharman should be
echoed as the El Nifio episode
will gain more strength toward the
end of this year, threatening the
country’s water resources.

As for fertilizer use, I learned
of a company named Ninja Ag

- founded by a group of agricultural

researchers from the Oklahoma
State University that has devel-
oped aerial imagery technology to
help farmers determine the right
amount of fertilizer usage.

The company's methodology is
simple yet mnuvatwe, and utilizes
satellite and drone technology to
help reduce fertilizer usage. The
first step is the company asks

IR Y AR

. farmers to apply an ample quan-
tity of fertilizer over one strip of

a plantation, and this will serve
as a reference point to determine

“the optimum level of fertilizers
needed for the rest of the plants
in the field. :

Ninja Ag then deploys drones or
satellites to generate images that
can compare the greenness of the
leaves of plants, which will help
determine their health. The data
and images generated are then
used to determine the optimum
amount of fertilizers that will be
applied over the whole of the
plantation or farm.

How I wished that Ninja Ag
would introduce its technology in
the Philippines. But now, there is
one sure way to reduce inorganic
fertilizer use through balanced
fertilization.

Harnessing
natural sources

It was during my watch at the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) that
the Balanced Fertilization Strategy
(BFS) Program was launched in

May 2022 after the global trade of
inorganic fertilizers was disrupted

by the rising prices of crude oil

and the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Also, the DA saw at the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic the need
for farmers to start shifting to more
sustainable methods of farming
that would entail lesser use of
inorganic fertilizers:

This led to the conceptualiza-
tion and launching of the BES
program, which is gradually being
adopted nationwide.

The overall aim of the BES is
for farmers to also use organic
materials that are readily avail-
able like rice straw, livestock and
chicken manure, among others,
in cultivating crops. Also, the use
of biofertilizers is encouraged
under the'BFS. Various materials
can be utilized as biostimulants or
biofertilizers such asalgae extracts,
humic acids, enzymes, hormones

.and plant growth-promoting mi-

Croorganisms.

The BFS also advocates the
adoption of the optimum combi-
nation of inorganic fertilizers and
inorganic i *nuts based on the spe-

' proven methods, systems or tech-

cific climactic and soil conditions
of a farming locality.

Prior to the formal launching
of the BFS in May 2022, the DA-
Philippine Rice Research Institute
reported palay (unmilled rice)
yields of up to 7 metric tons per -
hectare (MT/ha) from field trials
using a combination of inorganic
and inorganic fertilizers. Farmers '
can reduce their inorganic fertilizer
use by as much as 50 percent. The
average palay yield in the Philip- |

 pines is 4 MT/ha. ‘ {

Improved soil health has-also
been reported with the adoption
of BFS, making that strategy a vi-
able solution to make farming less.
harmful to the environment.

From what [ have discussed,
there are a lot of proven solutions
to lessen or optimize the amount
of inorganic inputs in cultivating |
crops, and most of them are not .
rocket science. And these can be '
adopted by smallholder farmers
and scaled up in coverage.

So, let us start adopting the

nologies to lessen the inputs’
required to grow food.
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SITUATED in the heart of the
Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte is a
3-hectare lot at Sitio Lapucon in
Barangay()rossmgthathosts aP34.5-
million farm facility known as the
Kitcharao LGU Farm.
Established by the Kitcharao lo-
cal government unit (LGU), it is a
showecase for integrated farming that
mtegmmhvamdc,cmp production,
fish, poultry, tree crops, plantation |
crops and other components that
complement each other.
Kitcharao Mayor Jenry Montante
said they established and managed
the Kitcharao LGU Farm primarily to
capacitate and empower the farmers
and fisherfolk with new farming and

modern equipment.
The initiatives also aimed to make
Kitcharao a highly productive agricul-

poultry, fishery products, rice, among |
| others.-

i '[wantourfan'nemto learn and be
gu:ded with the modern way of farm-

ing, with the help of our agnculmr—
ists, experts of the field, workers and
partner agencies like the Department
of Agriculture- Agnmltural Training -

Institute, Technical Education and -
| Skills Development Authority, and

8 The Kitcharao LGU Farm in Agusan del Norte s an integrated farming
system operated by the local government. PHOTO FROM PIA

EKi_tchaérao a showcase |
for integrated farming

fishing techniques, and the use of

tural production area for vegetabl&, |

-the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic ;

Resources, they will be guided on ,
how to practice integrated farming
with the use of modern technology .
and equipment;” said Montante.

Raul del Agua, the municipal agri- |
culturist, also wanted the rice farmers .
in the LGU to do awaymthmono—
cropping. “We haveouruammgmu—
ter and demonstration farm. We w:li
train them because we want them '
increase their income and provide
them sources of food through inte—
grated farming,” he added.

Marty Billones is just one of the '

many local farmers in Kitcharao who :
has benefited from the demo farm.
“I am thankful to the government,
especially to our local officials for
supporting us and for teaching us
new ways to improve our farming
lénawledge and skills, so we are now
self-reliant, and our livelihood will {
be stable,” said Billones.

The Kitcharao LGU Farm. also :

has the potennal to become an.

agri-tourism destination as it hosts

a2000—square-meterﬁshpondfor

 tilapia production and fishing, sur-
~ rounded by cottages where visitors

can relax. Since 2021, the Kitcharao
atotal of 300 farmers.  THETIMES

Page

_of



PEOPLEG

OURNAL

Everybody's Newspaper

Q)“ZB Page: \B

Date: Jl’djuul M}

it

2 LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

THE Department of Agricul-
tureislining up interventions

andfg;pomhomngfammpuls

for farmers, especiallyriceand

_corn planters, who are expect-

Igebadlyhxtbyﬂ\e dryspell

of the El Nifio threatening the
country this year.

Alejandro Rafal, Provincial

Agriculture Program Coordi-
nating Officer of the DA-Ne-

gros Oriental, said the agricul-
ture sector would be the most
affected by thisabnormal weath-
er phenomenon.

“We have already prepom—

tioned seeds, fertilizers, and

machinery for distribution to
farmerstilling twohectaresand
below who will be hit by the El
Nifio,” hesaid during aKapihan
forumonTuesda

Central Vis_ayas i5 among

thel4

regionsin thel ines
predldedmbelutby e El
Nmo,Raf:fltshaJed
Some prepara
ing undertaken by the local DA
oesmchldeﬂ'lenwemmtlon
ofnorr-vulnerab!ea:easioﬂood—
ggarﬂdrmght&ntmaybep]ant—
with rice or com, he said.
ingoutthese
, adding that

DAisnowma
areas, Rafal sai

vulnerable areas wﬂl be aided ~
with the use of the agency’s '

Quick Response Funds..
_For Central Visayas, Rafal

said theagency hasallotted over.

PHP292.8 million in anticipa-

tion of the El Nifio, to be distrib-

uted to four provinces. ;
For now, Rafal said there is

hope for the farmers tostillen-

joy good yield during the wet
season, which hasalready start-

tions be-

RELN

édbecause bfthe rains.

- Negros Oriental has about
19,000 hectares planted to rice
and some 60,000 hectares of
corn fields.

Based on PAGASA' fore-
* cast, during the wet .season

which hasalready cominenced,
crops will not be affected yet
but from Sept. 16 up to early
next year or the dry season

‘would be the most critical time

for thefarmers, Rafalsaid.
It would be difficult for the

‘rice farmers to produce the

desired number of metric tons
during the dry spell, he said.

. The DA official reassured
that while Negros Oriental is.
not self-sufficient on rice with
onl 32 percent produ ondue

ck of areas and li
souroe of irrigation, lmporta—

. cernnowisto

ﬂonofthestaplem.llassurethe
constituents of food security.
“In terms of food secunty
the province is reall mf;
because of the availability of
riceinthe marketbutasfarasthe
production is concerned for
Negros Oriental, we cannot
meettherequmement,” hesaid
The province hasa
ment of d117 Ooolmetncctlm\sof
rice and is-only producing
37,000 metric ﬂ't(:ens, ﬂe adggl_
Rafal said the agency’s «
thericeand
com farmers from the abnormal
effects.of a;h'ti El Nifio, to include
floodin, extreme
Proj%cted to be affecteddryspe‘]!;y

_flooding are 14,395 hectares of -
: c0m while 572 hectares of rice

to be damagedb
drou it, he sai
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NDANG Cavite: The Cavite State Unwerslty
(CvSU) has developed and patented a machine
to mass produce tissue-cultured coffee and
embryo-cultured macapuno seedlings, which can

help boost the propagation of the two plants in

the Philippines.

The Cellula Growth Chamber
has a programmable logic con-
troller and a high-capacity tissue/
embryo growth chamber. It was
specifically developed for mass
production of tissue-cultured
coffee and embryo-cultured ma-
capuno seedlings. It has been
registered with the Intellectual
Property Office of the Philippines
with the trademark Cellula.

Cellula has high capacity and is
made from materials that are lo-

cally available. It has temperature
controls and monitoring and can
be transported. The total cost of
fabricating Cellula is P275,000.
Gerry Castillo, director of the
CvSU National Coffee Research,
Development and Extension Cen-
ter, said Cellula is priced com-
petitively compared to those that
are commercially available and
imported from other countries.
“The introduction of the Cel-
lula Growth Chamber — a local-

Page: ey
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ized plant tissue culture growth
enhancement technology in the
tissue culture laboratories of-
fers comparable technical per-
formance at a much cheaper
purchase price than of the com-
mercially available ones;” he said.

“Considering the number of

tissue culture laboratories in the

country, the production of locally
developed equipment like the
Cellula will have good market
potential,” Castillo added.

- At present, the most popular
method to propagate plants in
the Philippines is growing seed-
lings using parts of the plants

including stems and seeds. How- -

ever, tissue or embryonic culture
is believed to offer advantages
over traditional seedling propa-
gation like producing more
robust seedlings.

i The Cellula
Growth Chamber
developed by
 the Cavite State
University in
Indang, Cavite.
CONTRIBUTED
PHOTO
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‘Sugar industry does not need new laws’

BACOLOD CITY: The domestic sugar
industry in the Philippines needs “better
implementation” of existing laws rather
than passing additional laws to protect
it, Sen. Ana Theresia “Risa” Hontiveros
said on Tuesday.

- Hontiveros, who visited Bacolod City
for a series of consultations with sugar
industry stakeholders, said there was

a need “for better implementation of
existing laws like the Sugar Industry
Development Act (SIDA)."

“Is the Sugar Consultative Assem-
bly fully constituted? Should they
not be consulted in formulating the
sugar orders? These are the ques-
tions the stakeholders were asking,”
the senator said.

The senator, however, is also looking
at amending current laws like the SIDA
~and the Price Act to strengthen them.

Hontiveros said sugar industry
stakeholders were surprised by
the pronouncements of Executive
Secretary Lucas Bersamin that there
was no need for a sugar order for the
importation of sugar.

“It's not-enough for them to know
if prices of sugar are competitive this
year or not, but they want to look at
the future. What's the fair price for the
end-user or consumer? What's the right

-evolution of prices from production

to retail sales that's fair to all and will
make the industry sustainable? Honti-
veros said.

She said that she talked with the dif-
ferent stakeholders in the sugar industry
“to assess what they feel about Sugar
Order (S0) No. 7." ;

Released on July 6, 2023, 50 7
authorized the importation of an ad-

ditional 150,000 metric tons of sugar

‘to cover the projected supply gap and
increase the country’s buffer stock of
the commodity. -

Hontiveros also paid a courtesy visit
to Negros Qccidental Gov. Eugenio Jose
Lacson at the provincial capitol on
Wednesday, July 19.

The senator, meanwhile, asked the
sugar industry stakeholders where
the revenues of the Sugar Regulatory
Administration are going. .

““Where is it being spent? Was any of
it spent for the programs that should
be funded under the SIDA Law? Is it
possible to amend the appropriate law
to earmark funds for the development of
the sugar industry? she asked.

Hontiveros said her office would
study all the suggestions and recom- -
mendations made by the stakeholders.

She also said that she would ask
Sen. Frandis Tolentino, chairman of the
Senate blue ribbon committee, for at
least two more hearings on the alleged
sugar smuggling in the country.

“We want to complete the story of
Sugar Order No. 6. We.can't accept the
explanation of Secretary Bersamin
that you don’t need a sugar order
anymore to import sugar; other-
wise, it will be open season for the
importation of agricultural products,”

Hontiveros also added.

The need to complete the issue on
“profiteering” needs to be exposed, she
said, adding that “we want to make sure
that all stakeholders will benefit from
Sugar Order No. 7.” ;

S0 6 allowed the importation of

440,000 metric tons of refined sugar.
EUGENE ADIONG

Page of



The Manila Times'

Date: TUWY 20.

to23 Page: 1Y

31 F|I|p|nos train on cage-free egg productlon

THIRTY-ONE participants repre-
senting 19 members of the State
Universities and Colleges-Associ-
ation of Colleges of Agriculture
in the Philippines (SUC-ACAP)
have undergone training in Yog-
yakarta, Indonesia on cage-free egg
production.

The training was organized
by the Southeast Asian Regional
Center for Graduate Study and
Research in Agriculture (Searca)
with the Universitas Gadjah Mada
(UGM) Faculty of Animal Science
offering the International Train-
ing on Cage-Free Innovation and
Welfare Hub (ITCFIWH).

Glenn Gregorio, Searca director,
said the weeklong training from
July 9 to 15, 2023 was aimed at
equipping attendees with knowl-
edge on best practices for cage-
free egg production, ensuring
safety and nutritional quality,
and promoting sustainable farm-
ing practices for environmentally
responsible agriculture.

Gregorio said the program was
developed in collaboration with
Global Food Partners (GFP), a
Singapore-based multinational
consultancy firm that specializes in
providing support and expertise to
farmers and industry stakeholders

to transition to best-practices cage-
free egg production in Asia.

The training consists of a com-
prehensive curriculum featuring
theoretical and practical sessions
to facilitate a thorough under-

- standing and hands-on experience

for the participants, he added.

Budi Guntoro, dean of UGM-
College of Animal Science, wel-
comed the participants during
the opening ceremony and pro-
vided an overview of the training
program.

Guntoro said the UGM Faculty
of Animal Science is committed to
staying abreast of the latest trends
in the livestock industry.

GFP Chief Operating Officer
Jayasimha Nuggehalli said the
GFP is dedicated to establishing
an ecosystem that supports the
successful transition to cage-free
production and sourcing in Asia.

According to Searca, the train-
ing is also aimed at fostering a
network of regional experts trained
in high-welfare cage-free produc-
tion, and who will be instrumental
in supporting local egg industries
in implementing new learnings
and accelerating the adoption of
cage-free production and sourcing
throughout the region.

Meanwhile, Blessie Saez, Searca
Education and Collective Learn-
ing Department senior program
associate, emphasized the signifi-
cance of knowledge-driven growth,
particularly for the sustainability
and development of academic in-
stitutions. ; .

“These types of learning events
greatly contribute to the quality
of teaching and learning, benefit-
ing not only the students and the
higher education institutions but
the entire region as well,” Saez
said.

Gregorio said the International
Continuing Professional Educa-
tion grants from the Commission
on Higher Education provided
financial support for the del-
egates’ participation in the training
through Searca’s Leveling-Up Phil-
ippine Higher Education Institu-
tions in Agriculture, Fisheries and
Natural Resources (LevelUPHEI
AFAR) project.

The LevelUPHEI AFAR project
focuses on enhancing the capacity
of faculty and staff members in
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and
natural resources.

“This project involves connect-
ing Philippine HEIs with interna-
tional university networks through

various initiatives, including train-
ing programs, summer schools,
fora, cross-visits, and faculty and
student mobility,” Gregorio said.

Among and foremost of these |
networks is the Southeast Asian
University Consortium (UC) for
Graduate Education in Agriculture
and Natural Resources in which
UGM is a founding member while
Searca serves as the consortium
secretariat.

In addition to the ITCFIWH,
Gregorio said Searca will continue
to support SUC-ACAP member
universities in their participation
in upcoming learning events or-
gantized by UC members in August
and September this year.

Gregorio said these events will
cover specialized courses on top-
ics such as the halal industry,
bioinformatics skills for plant
and animal whole genome se-
quencing data, natural resources
and environmental management
science, tropical agricultural envi-
ronment toward regional sustain-
ability, ecosystem-based disaster
risk reduction and climate change
adaptation, and aquatic animal
nutrition and feed manufacturing.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO

M Photo shows the 31 part!dpants from 19 state universities and colleges In the Philippines that have undergone lnlning in 'Iogyahrta, Indonesia on
cage-free egg production, CONTR!BUTED PHOTO
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A 700% jump in tomato prices gives windfall to India farmers

N eightfold surge in tomato prices
Ais making some Indian farmers rich,

although their windfall gains may be
short-lived due to a likely rise in supplies in
_ the coming weeks.

Retail prices of tomatoes were at 178
rupees (52.20) akilogram in Delhi on Sunday,
ajump ofmorethan700 percentfrom January
1, according to data compiled by the food
ministry. The national average was almost
120 rupees that day.

The hike, caused by heavy rains disrupting
supplies, has hit consumer nerves, with many
households temporarily forgoing tomatoes—
anessential elementofmainstay Indian dishes.
But growers are elated.

Ishwar Gaykar said he and his wife Sonali,
who grow tomatoeson 12 acres (4.9 hectares)
of land near Junnar in the western state of
Maharashtra, have madea profitofabout 24
million rupees so far in the current season,
compared with 1.5 million a year earlier.

The couple, who employ 60'to 70 daily
workers tomanage the fields, have emerged
as one of the biggest suppliers of tomatoes
in the region. Ishwar has gained celebrity
status as local media outiets are lining up
for interviews.

“About one and a half months ago,
tomatoes were fetching barely 2.5 rupees
a kilogram,” said' Ishwar, who suffered a
loss of about 2 million rupees in the same
season 0f2021.“Supplyis thin, while demand
remains strong.”

The couple have supplied about 350
tons in recent weeks, and expect to sell

another150tonssoon prowdedtheweather
condition doesn't deteriorate. They reap
three harvests every year, with the current
crop being 120 to 140 days old.

Supplies have been hit by transport
disruptions following heavy monsoon rains
and floods in some regions, and inflation
is set to increase as other vegetahles have
also become more expensive. The issue has
become front-page news, and is being hotly
debated on social media, with consumers
blaming the rain'god and the authorities
alike for the situation.

The government has started selling
tomatoes at subsidized rates at many
locations, deploying mobile vans. It's
showing some impact, but prices are still
very high for consumers in a country of 1.4
billion people. Tomatoes generally cost more
in the rainy months of July and August, but
the spike has been unusual this year.

While prices are expected to fall in the
coming weeks with animprovementin truck
movements, growers are rejoicing in their
current good fortunes.

“|'have never seen my produce getting
this high a rate,"said Mahendra Nikam, whose
tomatoes fetched as much as 130 rupees per
kilogram in Surat, a city in the state of Gujarat.
“Less than two months ago, farmers were
literally forced to throw away tomatoes or feed
the fruit-bearing plants to the cattle.”

Deepak Chavan, a Pune-basedindependent
analyst, said that nurseries were witnessing
a big demand for tomato plants because of
the recent surge in prices. “No doubt this is a

Tomato Prices Surge in India

short-lived fortune, but [ won't be surprised if
we witness a glut-like situation in September,”
he said.

Britain’s food inflation
FOOD inflation in Britain appears to be past
its worst after producers and grocers cut
prices and raw material costs stabilize or
come down.

In the first sign that the country’s lengthy

cost=of-living crisis could be easing, grocery

price inflation dropped 1.6 percentage points
to0:14.9 percent in the four weeks to July 9,
according to market research firm Kantar. That’s
down from a high of 17.5 percent in March.

Food and drink manufacturers cut their
pricesinJuneforthefirsttimeinthree years,
according to Lloyds Banking Group.

The reduction will come as a relief for
households struggling with their budgets,
although there couldstill bea timelag before
a positive effect is seen as rising interest
rates continue to bump up mortgage costs
and inflation remains more than four times
its target at 8.7 percent.

Britain is “definitely over the worst” of
food priceinflation, according toTim Steiner,
CEO of online grocer Ocado Group Plc. Still,
he warned Tuesday that until interest rates
steady, there will be pressure on home loans

* and wage demands.

“We need to see interest rates ideally
stabilize and come down hefore | think we
can start to see this inflation actually start
to go back down," said-the former Goldman
Sachs Group Inc. banker.

Steiner said grocers haven’t been
profiteering from inflation, an allegation
made by some Members of Parliament.

“When there’s excess demand for toilet
paper or water, the grocers ration it,” he said.
“As opposed to when there’s more demand
for taxis or theater tickets or airline tickets,
they just putthe price upand take the profit.”

Ocado has been reducing prices on more
than 100 products from branded goods such
as Lurpak garlic butter to salmon fillets and
avocados. All the big grocers have been doing
the same and frozen food specialist Iceland
Foods announced price cuts Tuesday on 500
essential household products. Deals include
£2for 15-piece packs offish fingersand £3.60
chicken-breast fillets.

The Kantar survey showed that more
than a quarter of sales in the four-week
period were made through promotions as
shoppers try to save money. Retailers are
shifting efforts from everyday low pricing,
including on store-brand products, to loyalty
programs such as Tesco Plc’s Clubcard or J
Sainsbury Plc's Nectar card.

The search for cheaper prices means
discount grocer Aldi was again the fastest-
expanding retailer, with sales up by 24

. percent, while Lidl recorded a 22-percent

annual jump in sales. Bloomberg News



