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- EYES WIDE OPEN

IRIS GONZALES

l :
Bagong Pilipina
he House, as I write this, -
is already on lockdown
ahead of President Mar-
cos’ State of the Nation Address
tomorrow, July 24. ;

How has it really been more
than a year since the only son
of Ferdinand Marcos took his
oath as the 17th president of this
republic? k>

Mid-afternoon on Monday, just before the sun sets
over the country, we will hear what he has to say. .

The lawmakers and their wives, in their best Bar-
ong Tagalog or signature suits and designer-made
Filipiniana, will walk the red carpet and find their
seats in the glittering plenary hall.

Outside, the dissidents will have their own state
of the nation report, as they do year in and year out,
one administration after another — high food prices,
exorbitant oil prices, skyrocketing transport costs,
persistent inflation, lack of jobs, human rights abuses.
Malnutrition, too, and the poor quality of education.

Against this backdrop, the big question remains.
What really is the state of our nation? Where are we
heading indeed, this country of 114 million? Are we
moving forward or just going around in circles and
still finding our way betweéen good times and bad and
between upheavals and setbacks with no roadmap
for long-term success? ' :

Economic m .
More than a week ago at the historic and majestic 1929
Fairmont Royal York in Canada, Socioeconomic

Jlanning Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said the economy
“The Philippines has sustained comparatively
remarkable growth over the past decade, with the
country’s GDP growth posting mostly between six
percent and seven percent a year since 2010. While
this was interrupted by numerous challenges faced
during the height of the pandemic, our economy
demonstrated resilience and strong recovery as we
reached a full-year growth of 7.6 percent last year,
surpassing the government’s official target of 6.5
percent to 7.5 percent for 2022. The first quarter of
2023, as you have also heard, also delivered good
news, as the economy maintained its high growth at
6.4 percent,” hesaid. = Wl T T _
The environment is better, the economic team said.
There’s no reason for foreign investors not to come
and do business in the country, Sec. Balisacan said
during the roadshow in Canada. - .
These are all positive developments of course. It
'was also good that early on, PresidentMarcos put an
end to COVID-19 related lockdowns. It was a good
call because people needed towork. = . 2
A year into the administration, however, there’s
still'so much that needs to be done. A lot of s are still
waiting for more specific measures, beyond slogans
and rebranding, that would really leave an impact
on the lives of Filipinos, especially the fourth of the
population who live below the poverty line.
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What has happened to agriculture, the portfolio

. that Marcos himself leads? There are still so many

agricultural industries that need to be revived.
Two weeks ago, President Marcos said vaccines for
African swine fever (ASF) are forthcoming, Thisis good

~news but ASF vaccine availability is just one part. The

government also needs to revive the swine industry.
~ How can this be achieved? The government needs
to lower the cost of production. In pigs, around 78

- percent of the total production cost goes to feeds.

Thus, it is important to lower the cost of feeds, says

agriculture expert. Dr. Cristino “Resty” Collado.

One way to do this is to make use of high-yielding
varieties of corn — a raw material for making feeds —
developed by the University of the Philippines Los

‘Bafios Institute of Plant Breeding.

Marcos, for his part, said his administration has to

“undo” almost 40 years of "netilect," ‘since t}us C-

tor comprises the backbone of the nation’s economy.
“We have done a lot of growth; we are beginning
to see the systemic changes that are going to be part
of the new bureaucracy. But there is still a long way
fo godlMarcdssaid, i, ¢ ¢ e AT 8 sk
~ Recently, he ordered the DA to study a proposal to
set up silos to ensure a 30-day buffer stock of rice and
corn in the country. This would offset the lean years
of crop failures and harvest shortfalls. Bk
This i a positive step but he also needs to go after

the cartels and the smugglers in agriculture and other

industries. # :
: -+ Corruption
In my view, corruption is the biggest problem that
Marcos needs to address. This bﬁ»ﬁ-b stem of ours.
is just so impossibly broken that it has hindered our
progress through the decades. =~~~
Baguio City Mayor Benjamin B. Magalong was
right in asking, “Has corruption become the norm?”
“ Are we not going to ask ourselves, is corruption
now becoming a norm in government? Is good gov-
ernance becoming an exception? G T
“It is very saddening that they have a percentage
in every project. They have not yet become tired.
They already have a percentage. They are still the
contractor. They are still the supplier,” Magalong said,
referring to some lawmakers and LGU executives..
Magalong voiced out what's on everyone’s .m:nci
When will it ever end? PR Ll W
‘What has President Marcos done to address this?
2.0 has five more years to fix these big problems

* and I fervently hope he does.

We all want lasting changes for this country we
all claim to love. Bagong Pilipinas — why not? But
it really needs to be a newer and better Philippines.
Unfortunately, the problem lies deep and solutions
need to be drastic. Slogans and propaganda blitz just
won’t be enough.

Email: eyesgonzales@gmail.corm. Follow her on Twitter @
eyesgonzales. Column archives at EyesWideOpen on FB.

*
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The enduring frlendshlp between PH Japan

'BY EDISON JOSEPH GONZALES

ORMER preSIdent Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo signed Proclamation 905,
declaring 2006 as Phlllpplnes-lapan
Friendship Year. The enduring friendship

between the Philippines and Japan was based

; on similar aspirations for liberty, justice and
democratic values. The Philippines and
- Japan have been bound by a common vision
~ of the future and have had close historical
“ties. Both countries have enjoyed a strong,
v1brant relationship in trade, business,
1nvestment and tourism,

2006 was the most fitting
time to celebrate and
commemorate the diplomatic
relations of the Philippines

and Japan with the ratification

of the Peace Treaty and

- Reparations Agreement on July

23, 1956.

Consequently, July 23, 2006

was declared as Philippines-
Japan Friendship Day by virtue
of Proc’lamation 854.

A very fruitful meeting

with Japan PM
Presxdent Ferdinand

“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. had

a very fruitful meeting with

Prime Minister Kishida Fumio.
Bound by shared values and
common aspirations for the
two countries’ peoples, they
committed to further strengthen
the strategic partnership
between the Philippines and
Japan. They mapped out a
transformative, future-oriented
partnership that was responsive
to new developments,

Marcos said they have
cemented defense and security
relations and have also covered
a great deal of ground in the
areas of agriculture, infprmation
and communications 9[

~ technology cooperati

!

The]apanese prime mlnisherlaudsthe'furtheraﬂvancement’ of mmmunkaﬁpn
with the Philippines in a historic meeting with President Ferdinand‘Bongbnlgg’
Marcos Jr. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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and with the signing of
‘bilateral agreements that
provided the framework for
enhanced, mutually beneficial
collaboration in many areas.

Japan committed to provide

infrastructure development

loans for two major projects

" — the North-South Commuter
Railway for Malolos-Tutuban
and the North-South
Commuter Railway Project

- Extension — all totaling 377
billion yen or the equivalent of
about $3 billion.

‘The completion of these
projects, along with other
ongoing large-scale Official
Development Assistance
projects such as the Metro
Manila Subway Project and
many more across the country,
were expected to translate
to better lives for Filipinos
through improved facilitation
of the movement of people,
goods and services.

“During this visit to Japan, 1
also met with business leaders
and potential investors, In
our roundtable meetings, I
briefed them on the new and
better business climate and
investment environment in the
Philippines,” Marcos added.

Key private sector
representatives were with
Marcos and engaged with
Japanese industry giants
to seize the economic
Opportunities now present in
the Philippines. Coming back,
Marcos added they carried
with them over $13 billion
in contributions and pledges,
created approximately 24,000
jobs and further solidified the
foundations of the economic
environment.

“I also talked to the CEQs
(chief executive officers) of
Japanese shipping companies
and associations. This was
very important as Japan has
the second largest maritime
industry in the world and
they employ 31,673 Filipino
seafarers. That number
constitutes 70 percent of the
maritime crew of the Japanese
shipowners,” Marcos shared.

The Japanese shipping =
companies also had investments
and long-term partnerships
with Philippine stakeholders in
maritime education and welfare

L ity
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Marcos had the honor of
having an imperial audience
with Emperor Naruhito and
Empress Masako of Japan.

Regarding his audience with
the emperor and empress,

Marcos said, “We reaffirmed
the commitment that we have ;
to enhance the close friendshiy
and cultural ties between '
Filipinos and Japanese.”

~ More investments would
g0 to the Philippines on top
of the deals signed during the 5.
President’s successful working
visit to Tokyo.

Japan to render
dynamic support

Japan would provide dynamic
support in helping a long-time:
ally, the Philippines, to attain =
Upper Middle-Income Country
(UMIC) status by 2025 while
supporting the administration
of Marcos in a wide range of
areas of cooperation. -

The Japanese prime minister
said this would be achieved
through the active contribution
of the Official Development
Assistance and private-sector
investment of 600 billion yen
in the Japanese fiscal years from
2022 to 2023. '

The Asian leaders also
reaffirmed their distinct,
continued commitment
to facilitating the steady :
implementation of ongoing and
future economic cooperation |
projects through the High-

Level Joint Committee on
Infrastructure Development and
Economic Cooperation toward
the Philippines’ attainment of~
UMIC status and beyond.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Kishida also expressed Japan's:
intention to contribute to

 the development of quality
transport infrastructure in 5~
the Philippines in light of the ;"
Build, Better, More program 1~
of the Marcos administration 5
as well as equitable regional "
development in the Philippines;
including Mindanao. >

The Japanese official G
also expressed support for -
President Marcos’ priority
agenda to maintain the
competitiveness of Philippine

_ agriculture and to achieve

food security while increasing’
farm productivity, efficiency
and farmers’ income, .

“[The] Philippines is Japan's:
neighbor across the ocean

~ and is a strategic partner, =

sharing fundamental values,

[A] discussion was held with

President Marcos on bilateral
cooperation on economy,
security and defense, and
people-to-people exchange,

and deepening of cooperation
in wide-ranging areas were
strongly affirmed,” Kishida said,

LIBRARY
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~July 23, 2006 was
declared as Philippines-
Japan Friendship
Day by virtue of
Proclamation 854.
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Opposmon bares Sona wish list

By Melvin Gascon
and Julie M. Aurelio
@Team_Inquirer

Ahead of President Marcos’ sec-
ond State of the Nation Address
(Sona) on Monday, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Aquilino Pimen-
tel III sought an explanation on
what the government intends to
do with the high cost of goods,
unemployment and corruption.

In a statement on Saturday,
Pimentel said Filipinos deserve
the “unfiltered truth” during
Mr. Marcos address with “no
room for sugarcoating or gloss-
ing over the harsh realmes fac-
ing the entire nation.”

“The cost of living is very
high. The income of the typical

Filipino family is not enough
for their basic needs and for
their decent existence as a fam-
ily of human beings,” he said,

- Explain sugar scandal
“Many are unemployed and
many more are underemployed,
and those working, though em-
pioyed are not paid ‘living wag-
" Pimentel added. )
The opposition leader de-
manded an explanation for the
“scandal that rocked” the Sugar
Regulatory Administration.
According to Pimentel, the
President’s second Sona should
spotlight the high cost of living,
inadequate income, problems
with education, unemployment
and underemployment and the

Aquilino Pimentel 111

ballooning national debt.

“The Philippines faces a lot of
problems and challenges. The Fili-
pino people have different difficul-
ties and varied interests,” he said.

While macroeconomic fig-
ures are important, the Presi-

France Castro

dent’s Sona should concentrate
on microeconomic matters,
which concern and affect the
lives of the ordinary Flhpmo
Pimentel said.

“We need to get our acts to-

gether as problem-solvers. We

need to act in good faith out of
love for the country. We need
to want a just, fair and safe so-
ciety,” he said.

‘Take stance vs Red-tagging’ -

For House Deputy Minority
Leader Rep. France Castro of
Alliance of Concerned Teach-
ers party list group, Mr. Marcos
should make a “clear and un-
equivocal statement” against
Red-tagging. :

Castro stressed that it was
“high time” that those engaging
in Red-tagging should be held
accountable.

“Red-tagging has serious con-
sequences for individuals who
are unjustly targeted. It creates
an atmosphere of fear and intim-

idation, stifling dissent and critical
voices,” she said on Saturday.
Castro added: “The Presi-

' dent must take a strong stance

against Red-tagging and en-
sure that all government en-
tities actively work to put an
end to this practice in his sec-
ond Sona.”

The lawmaker also pressed
her colleagues in Congress to
support legislative measures
that will criminalize Red-tag-
ging and protect individuals
who are victims of Red-tag-
ging.

There are two House bills
on criminalizing Red-tagging
that have been pending before’
the House justice committee
since 2022, Na

Page ___ of
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DENSO DENSO PH to boost local agri through
automation in Batangas Smart AgriTech Farm

by ADAM LAURENA
It had been almost a year
since DENSO Philippines
- Corporation (DNPH) began
operations for its P60 million
hydroponic Smart AgriTech
Farm in Ibaan, Batangas.
The Ibaan farm serves as a
showcase for the company’s
ongoing research on auto-
mation & Internet of Things
(IoT) in the local agriculture
industry while producing
quality vegetables and fruits.
A global automotive man-
ufacturer with corporate
headquarters in the city of

Kariya, Aichi Prefecture; -

Japan, DENSO PH has been
known to manufacture and

supply high-technology auto-
motive parts to well-known
Japanese, Ametrican, and Euro-
pean brands globally.

Now, venturing into the

-world of agriculture, DNPH 1 dropc
- .a process that substitutes soil

aims to provide innovative
ﬁﬁom '1;?\ thP?-;l agricultural
enges the Philippines has
faced throughout thIe) years.
Quality crops have been
growing in the Batangas Smart
AgriTech Farm as these are
housed in climate, and pest
resilient greenhouses utilizin,
agriaﬂture’sbestpmcticmwitﬁ
DNPH strengths in manufac-
turing like Kaizen mind set,

“following Job Instruction Sheet

(J1S), Inventory & Production
control planning, data analysis

and other Japanese manu-
facturing practice that will

professionalize PH agriculture

Moreover, are commer-

ciall ‘ recircu-
Taun)éEy yponic technology,

with coco peats to grow crops.
Through tf;, water remailisls
in the farm’s system and gets
reused. :

The farm will also minimize
the use of chemicals. Doing so
decreases its carbon footprint,

with DNPH actively research-

ing how it can engage in carbon
credits trading in the near
future.

- DNPH, with"its partner
DENSO TECHNO Phils
(DTPH) who provides soft-
ware solutions, will further
improve on the innovation
and modernization of Philip-
pine agriculture through a

prototype testing of its Auto-

mation and IoT'system. Firstly,
it will be the Auto Dosing

- system dubbed as Autodose 1
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: Ii)roduct that will ity control and packaging are ﬂlatcanaddmssmtonlyihe 3
mall-scale farming in doneumngmtumablepackag issues of farmers in the coun-
Juntry. The automation  ing. Cold-chain tedmology is try but the low supply of

‘ i alspilmefgto‘r ransport 5, -‘_vege@laandfoodsecunty
l’éé.lblya;‘emnovat;}e ap- |
- proach in the realm of local
agricu h\;re,, DNPH |

arm, through its

company in- d secure and

t[\e system to be ines, will

to local farmem, especially : t needs of

: Ehose whad:;\bfgmsxzelstwo' ur coun en and im-
ectares ow.

Ve :-%rove the ivelfare “of our
W localfa.nners. : '

DNPH describes ﬂus as ; “hary ;
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PhilRice cra

fts risk maps

to mitigate El Nifio impact

~ The Philippine Riee Research
Institute (PhilRice), the research
and developmentarm of Depart-
ment of Agriculture, is designing
risk maps to mitigate the impact
of the looming El Nifio phenom-
enon. 1] 1

PhilRice’s maps would detail
which areas would possibly be
hitagain, thereby determining the
planting calendar that could help
minimize the adverse effect of the
dry spell. :

It would alsomap out all areas
of the country that could be hit
by the dry climate to guide local
governments and regional field
offices on the kind of interventions
that would be needed in areas to
be affected by El Nifio.

To further aid farmers, Phil-

Rice has been sending out to farm
communities around the country
its “Be Water Smart” magazine
containing information of variet-
ies and ways to optimize water
use to mitigate thedimpact of El
Nifio. ‘

PhilRice magazine's ‘Be Water
. Smart” issue has put together and
simplified information based ori
research and best practices to miti-
gate the effects of El Nifio, PhilRice
deputy director for development
Karen Barroga said. :

The magazine also contains pre=
vious experiences of farmers, par-
ticularly on how they coped with
calamities and adverse weather

conditions, thereby enriching the

i{, knowledge of other farmge”g&
+ what to expect and how to cope
with El N}Ilo a2 R
In addition, it has ir f?j_rhaﬁ; T

on seed varieties that are heat u

or drought tolerant an

wha;;%pg conditions they-

plantec , including the expe
1 a ‘4

on

of Vietnam in using climate-smart

maps to address its drought prob-

lem. -

Barroga said the agency has
also been disseminating satellite-
based data of rice area, production
and yield to local government

units and DA regional field offices

so that they can be adequately
guided on how to adjust their
cropping calendars and on what

interventions to give.

These data were weather pat-

terns obtained and analyzed by
the Philippine Rice Information -

System (PRISm) team.

Findings are given to to LGUs
and their extension workers and
DA regional field officers so they
can adequately gliide farmers on
seed varieties to plant based on
available water supply.

PRISm is the first rice moni-

toring system in Southeast Asia
that uses satellite imagery and
information and communication
technology, crop modeling and
smart phones.

- Ithas anetwork of focal persons
nationwide who are tasked to
validate satellite data and help dis-
seminate these to policy and deci-
sion makers, who in turn transmit
them to farmers either through
extension workers or using call/
text digital technology. - :
Through PRISm, the extent of
standing crops and the different
crop stages all over the country
can also be known. Historical data

of PRISM can-be analyzed in de- -
termining how and when to adjust
. theplanting calendar,

These are the data that
10W 0 ac ‘_t_-ihes}‘
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SM City Naga

Urban Farming and

on Sustainable Agriculture Program (KSK-SAP). It's about uplifting the farmer community,

fostering environmental consciousness, food security, and creating livelihood and income
opportunities for marginalized urban communities. Through the KSK-SAP, a comprehensive
program of urban farming techniques, product development, marketing, and basic accounting
are offered in strategically-located field schools.

This Urban Farming initiative is led by the SM Foundation tﬁ;'ough its Kabalikat Sa Kabuhayan

and SM Markets are the following government agencies;
the Department of Agriculture, the Department of Social
Welfare and Development, the Department of Trade and
Industry, the Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority, the Department of Science and Tech nology, the
Department of Tourism,and the Quezon City Government.
Each government organization and LGLI plays a vital role
in maintaining the viability of the program, and so that no

The KSK program has successfully conducted over
260 sustainable agricultural trainings, benefiting
a total of 28,550 farmers. These trainings have
taken place in both rural and urban settings, where
participants have been exposed to sustainable
farming modules that promote the cultivation of
nutritious, high-quality vegetables and fruits.

Par'tnering with the SM Foundation, SM Supermalls,

A Founder’s Dream:

SM City Roxas

the SM Foundation

stone is left unturned in ensuring its success,

As an example, the SM Foundation has brought SM
Supermalls'and SM Markets into the picture so that as
these urban farmers successfully harvest, they're given
an opportunity to market and sell their produce at the
Sunday Markets that are now being held in several malls

~ across the nation. When the produce reaches a volume

that goes beyond this Sunday marketing mechanism, the
SM Markets offer other alternatives.

It’s about creating integration and circularity so that
a mini-economic ecosystem is realized. After all, it can't
be about teaching them what and how to farm and then
leaving them with no outlet with which to monetize
this harvest. The SM Foundation creates these strategic
partnerships so that true income opportunities become

part of the overall scenario,

Who would have thought that this vision of Henry
Sy, Sr, back in 2007, would have been so uncanny in
predicting the mounting problems and issues we- face
today in agriculture, sustainable food production, food
security, and urban development? It’s a vision and dream
that those in the SM Foundation are very proud to carry:
on, and deliver.

SM is in the business of creating a sustainable
environment. From being the firstto consider renewable
energy in mall buildings, to implementing energy-saving
devices, we continue to meet significant sustainability
milestones. '

Join us as we commit to a more sustainable lifestyle at
smgreenmovement.com and #SMGreenMovement
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LEADING digital solutions platform
Globe is bolstering the digitization
initiatives of the Department of Agri-
culture by providing critical internet
connectivity to select DA- Agricultural
Training Institute (DA-ATT) regional
centers nationwide.

This collaboration was highlighted
by Globe's turnover of 609 modems
with SIM cards and P609,000 worth of
load cards to the DA-ATI, a donation
valued at around P1.09 million.

The tumnover was held at the recent
“Pistang Ani ng Bayan; Harvest Festival
and Feld Day," an annual celebration
marking a successful harvest season
across various community

Globe's contribution supports the
vital role of DA-ATI in providing train-
ing programs and advisory services
to farmers, fisherfolk and agricultural
extension workers.

Globe's assistance empowers DA-ATI

Date: 23 JuL 2013 Page:
i
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Globe bolsters PH agriculture’s digital transformation

10 conduct its mandate to modernize
agricultural methods and techniques,
thereby enhancing the livelihood of the
agricultural community:

“Asa company committed to helping
build a digitally empowered Philip-
pines, we are proud to support DA-ATT's
relevant mission of transforming our
agriculture sector. By praviding the nec-
essary digital infrastructure, we aim to
strengthen capaity-buildinginitiatives of
DA-AT], ensuring that our hardworking
farmers and fisherfolk are equipped with
the latest advancements in agricultural
technology,” said Globe Group Chief

Sustainability and Corporate Commu-

nications OﬂinerYolyQ'hanm

ATI Director Remelyn Recoter
spoke of the value of connectiv-
ity support for farmers, particularly
those in remote areas.

“These tools will strengthen the.

country’s end-to-end farming advisory

B Present during the turnover ceremony are (from left) ATI Information
Services 0IC-Chief Joeven Calasagsag, ATI Assistant Director Antonieta
Arceo, DA Assistant Secretary Jane Bacayo, Globe Sales Manager Anne
Karen Supnet, and Globe Stakeholder Engagement and Management Head
Miguel Martin Bermundo. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

services, equipping our farmers and
fishers with tools to hamess the power
of information. This is most especially
aitical to those geographically isolated
and disadvantaged areas. We are certain

that through continuous collaboration:

among key organizations, the digitali-
zation of agriculture is possible,” said

Page of

Recoter. : ;

Globe's partnership with DA-ATI
signifies its commitment to facilitating
digital transformation across all sectors
of sodety, mmnngmdwvxtyandequal
access to digital resources.

For more information, visit https://
wwwglobe.com.ph/.
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Young seafarer leaves life .in"tﬁe high seas to seek opportunity in propagating expensive spice
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By Bong S. Sarmiento
@InqNational H e

AITUM SARANGANI—

town where swathes of
rice, corn, banana, cacao

and coconut farms dominate

the agricultural landscape, a
millennial has taken a great
leap of faith by growing vanil-
la on‘a commercial scale in tkus
humid region.
In his globe-trotting ]ob asa
seafarer, Melvin Awid, 29, stum-
~ bled on the prospects of vanilla
during a brief stopover in Mada-

gascar, an island-country off the

southeastern coast of the Afri-
can continent, just before the
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted
the global order in early 2020.
Madagascar is the world’s
largest producer of vanilla.

“While anchored, I smelled

the scent of vanilla from this la-

. borer. It was so good that I'got

curious. Fortunately, he was

kind and walked me through

the basics of the vanilla plam',
he told the Inquirer. !
© “Vanilla is a versatile crop

In' this bucolic coastal

It can be used in food, beverage
and cosmetics,” Awid noted.
Next to saffron, vanilla is
the second most expensive
-spxce ‘traded globally. Accord-
ing to Zion Market Research,
~ the global market of vanilla ac-
counted for $510 million in 2018
and is expected to grow to $735
million by 2026.
In a half hectare plot within
the family’s 5-hectare farm in

. Barangay Kalaneg here, Awid

~ has successfully cultivated at

- least 500 vanilla plants from

25 saplings when he started the
venture in December 2020."

' His wanilla plants, a typej

of vining orchid, “crawled on
madre de cacao trees that he
also planted then. He propagat-
ed the plant through cuttings.

- Awid. a,d ated from the
Davao Méghant Lf[a?me Acad—’
emy of Southern Pl'uhppmes.
From an ordinary seafarer doing
cleaning jobs, he rose from the
ranks to become a merchant of-

ficer, serving as
-safety offi-
_cer and
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administrative work.
After five years,
he was already earn-
ing a six-digit salary
when he quit the
job to pursue vanilla
farming in his quaint
hometown,  about
three hours
from General Santos
City, the economic
center of Soccsksargen
(South Cotabato; Cota-
bato, Sultan Kudarat,

Sarangani and General :Ef
Santos) region. i
Experiment
While still doing sea- G

faring work, Awid suc- ==
cessfully propagated va- =
nilla aboard a ship, giving
- him hope it can also do
“well on land.

He had proven himself

vhmlla;armmg he is now'
- producing pure vanilla extract
fqr foodﬂavormg enhancement
’aﬁd sellmg it to five-star ho-
and hlgh-end restaurants

TENDER CARE Melvm Awid checks on his vanilla plants (above and balcony photos) at his
demonstration farm in Maitum, Sarangani. The plant has not yet been grown on a commercial
scale in the country but Awid, a former seafarer, is hoping that he and local farmers will be able
to help produce bigger volumes of this spice to fill in the demand. —pHoTos BY BONG s. SARMIENTO

. J.
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through UF Vanilla Farm.
Recently, Awid’'s venture

HIGH VALUE Vanilla extract produced by Melvin Awid from
his farm sells for P3,500 per 350 milliliter bottle.
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Capital of the Philippines.”

gained the attention of the De-

partment of Agriculture ‘and

the municipal and provincial®
governments, which -« vowed"

to support his project. Due to
the growing interest in vanilla

farming, Awid has established '

a demonstration facility just
outside their house where he
entertains visitors.

Compared to the cheap syn-
thetic vanillaflavoring products
readily available in the market,
which can be bought for Pi1o
per liter in online shops, Aw-
id’s pure vanilla extract sells
for P3,500 for the 350-milliliter
bottle, or P1o per ml.

‘Way out of poverty
There. is a big market for
nonsynthetic vanilla in ‘the do-
mestic and global markets, he
said, noting that his' vision is
to make Sarangani the “Vanilla

“school youth to plant

Sarangani Gov. Rogelio Pac-
quiao and the Office of the Pro-
vincial Agriculturist had prom-
ised support for Awid’s project,
committing to allot a budget
to disperse vanilla cuttings to
farmers.

Sarangani is among the top
10 poorest: provinces in the
country and vanilla cultivation
could offer a way out by getting
indigenous peoples and out-of-

Awid said.

Vanilla thrives well in shad-
ed areas and 'does not need
plenty of water, he noted.

Hence letting the plant crawl

‘in madre de cacao trees, which

{is-easy to propagate, is a good
and cheap farming practice, he
added. - :
Awid said that from plant-
ing, vanilla can flower in
‘three years with one plant
‘producing at least 2.5 kilo-

the crop,

OF AGRICULTHRE

grams of pods, which when
processed can yield 1o li-
ters of vanilla extract for

25 ml of pure essential oil.

~ing " toward white collar
jobs and tending to shy
- away from farming due to
its low earnings, Awid's
- career shift from a lucra-

‘be frowned upon.
“Farming is not a me-

‘case of vanilla, there’s a
‘big opportunity from it,"
‘he stressed, saying once

his plants reach their full
. potential, he can earn

on board sea vessels.
“While earning from farm-
ing, I also have the precious
luxury of owning my time,”
Awid beamed.

* Looking for suppliers

According to him, a po-
tential client from the United
States is looking for suppliers

food flavoring, or 5 ml to

A vanilla plant has a pro-
ductive life of 10 to 15 years.
In a time when children .
‘of farmers have been lean- '

tive job as a seafarer may -

diocre profession. In the

“even bigger than his stint .

i ;-

of pure vanilla extracts who

can produce a volume of at '

least 100,000 tons per year.

‘Some 50 ha to 100 ha of |

vanilla * farm can * produce
such volume, Awid said, urg-
ing farmers in Sarangani and
neighboring provinces to shift
to vanilla farming.

“With more farmers plant-
ing vanilla, we are looking to
consolidate our production so

‘we can meet the demand of big

clients,” he said.

Admittedly, vanilla farming
is relatively new in the Philip-
pines, with few farms in Luzon
cultivating the crop so far.

By taking a leap of faith, .

Awid is hoping he can trigger
the interest of other farmers or
even small backyard owners,

beginning in his province, to
- start farming vanilla. iva

5
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‘All that glitters is not goo
* for this Laguna lake

o

With more and more invasive fish
prowling our freshwater ecosystems,
we are gradually depriving ourselves

of the diversity of our indigenous

nutritional sources and gourmet options

- By Gregg Yan
Contributor

For almost a decade now, Lake
Sampaloc in San Pablo, Lagu-
na province, has been host to a
growing golden horde.

But it's a glistening sight
that comes at a great ecological
cost.

Jepolo Austria used to raise
only Nile tilapia (Oreochromis
niloticus) and bighead carp (Hy-
pophthalmichthys nobilis) in his
fish pens, but now he also har-
vests and sells a more colorfu
catch, = = : -

“They are perfect for ponds
because they look a bit like koi,”
said Austria, or Mang Puloy to his
neighbors. “We call them ‘flower-
horns’ and they were introduced
here sometime in 2015.” He said ™ - e -
he would sell them for Pioo per EYE-CATCHING ALIEN There’s “gold” in Lake Sampaloc, but
kilo if they were to be eaten, or it’s not necessarily a welcome fird for fish pen owners. Bright
Ps5 apiece if to be kept as pets. orange fish known as “flowerhorns”—originally from Central

" “But I hope these golden America and usually kept in aquariums—pose a threat as an in-
newcomers do not: affect my vasive species that could decimate the local tilapia population. Page ' of
tilapia farm too much,” he told —pHoTos sy GREGG YAN/CONTRIBUTOR
this writer. : A -

Dr. Mundita Lim

Executive director of the Asean Center for Biod iversity
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‘Midas’ threat

: Flowerhorns = are  hybrid

cichlids that are popularly
kept in aquariums because of
their visual appeal and inter-
esting behavior. Cichlids (pro-
nounced “sick-lids”) refer to a
large family of freshwater fish
whose members range from the
colorful mbuna (pronounced
“em-buna”) found in Lake Ma-
lawi (in the landlocked country
of Malawi in South Africa) to
the tasty tilapia that are raised
in the Philippines. Until verified

through further studies, 'the
flowerhorns in Lake Sampaloc

" are believed to be Midas cich-

lids  (Amphilophus citrinellus)
which are native to tropical and
Central America, particularly in
Costa Rica and Nicaragua.
Highly aggressive, they can
grow about a foot in length
and develop a prominent “nu
chal hump,” a ball-like organ
on their forehead. Although a
source of dehght for tourists
and additional income for the
likes of Mang Puloy, they have

Date:
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spread unchecked as an inva-
sive species in lakes and water-
ways around the world, from
the United States to Singapore.

Omnivorous

“Having Midas cichlids in |

our local lakes poses a threat to
our economically important na-
tive or indigenous fish species,
since cichlids are omnivorous

and can feed on the larvae and | d
» | ducing alien species into these

juveniles of native fish species,
said Dr. Maria Rowena Eguia,
an associate professorlal lectur-

er at De La Salle University who
has been studying aquaculture
for the past 40 years.

“The Asean [region] is rich
in  freshwater biodiversity
[thanks to] a number of inland
lakes whose unique geological
history allows them to support
species and subspecies endem-
ic to these water bodies. Intro-

closed systems will greatly im-
pact the native species in those
|lakes,” said Dr. Mundita Lim,
| executive director of the Asean
Center for Biodiversity. (Asean
stands for the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations.)
“Tilapia and the infamous
knife fish, for instance,” are
predators which can devour
endemic fish species to extinc-
tion. Other invasive alien fish
such as janitorfish can compete
with local species for food and
space, thus eventually displac-
ing them,” Lim added.
The tilapia is one example of

an invasive species that eventu-

ally became economically useful
and is now commonly farmed.
Buta more recent invader like the
flowerhorn cichlid can feed on
the larvae and juveniles of tilapia,
potentially affecting the liveli-
hood of local raisers, Eguia said.

Down to 3 natives

Lake Sampaloc is the largest
of San Pablo’s famed Seven Cra-
ter Lakes, which are all intercon-
nected. Experts now fear that the
golden Midas cichlids can eventu-
ally spread to the other six lakes,

In 2014, the Seven Crater
Lakes system was classified
by the Global Nature Fund as
“threatened” because of pollu-
tion and the dwindling native
fish population.

In a study conducted by
Jonathan Briones and fellow re-
searchers in February 2016, nine
of a dozen fish species recorded
in Lake Sampaloc were found

to be invasive. There were only

ing—two types of “biya” or goby
and the endangered “ayungin.”,

Providing a bigger picture, a
paper published by AG Cagauan’
in November 2008 showed that
over 170 foreign fish species had
been introduced to the Philip-
pines in the past century.

The Midas cichlids are just
the latest in'a long line of finned
invaders like the clown knife
fish (Chitala ornata), janitorfish
(Pterygoplichtys and * Hyposto-
mus spp.) and the various tilapia
species that now dominate most.
Philippine lakes and rivers.

-.In enclosed bodies of water'
like Laguna de Bay and Taal Lake;
the native “maliputo” (Caranx ig-
nobilis) and “tawilis” (Sardinella
tawilis) are facing such threats,

“With more and more inva-
sive fish prowling our freshwa-
ter ecosystems, we are gradu-

- ally depriving ourselves of the

diversity of our indigenous nu-*
tritional sources and gourmet
options,” Lim said.

To help stop the spread of
invasive fish, a 2019 study by
Jennifer Poniente and fellow
researchers recommended vari-
ous interventions to contain the
problem. Among the potential
solutions are tighter controls.
on the pet trade, especially in*
the propagation and sale of or-
namental fish. maq

The author is the executive
director of Best Alternatives, a
nonprofit established in 2014
that promotes sustainable and
ethical alternatives to practices’
and technologies that can harm
the environment. . :
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Phl, Australia collaborate on quality
improvement of Carabao mangoes

By DANESSA RIVERA

The Philippines and Australia
are collaborating to improve the
export quality of Carabao man-
goes.

. Under the collaboration, the
Philippines and Australia are
identifying potential strategies
to reduce fruit fly infestation and
improve the yield and quality
of Carabao mango through in-
novative area-wide management
(AWM) approaches.

This is funded by the Austra-
lian Centre for International Agri-
cultural Research (ACIAR) under
its project “Development of area-
wide management approaches for
fruit flies in mango for Indonesia,
Philippines Australia, and the
- Asia-Pacific region.” . ;
The Department of Science and

AT M TR R 2R 59 s

Technology-Philippine Council
for Agriculture, Aquatic and

‘ Natural Resources Research and

Development (DOST-PCAARRD),
as one of the project’s key part-
ners, serves as the Philippine
counterpart of ACIAR in monitor-
ing the project.

The project is implemented in
three sites in Samal Island, Davao
del Norte and Davao City.

“Significant outcomes of the
project are set to increase the profits
of mango growers, expand market
access, and boost the mango in-
dustry, not only in the Philippines
but the whole Asia-Pacific Region,”
DOST-PCAARD said.

So far, with the integration of
AWM, pest and disease control
strategies, and best management
practices, the agency said farmer
cooperators showcased their man-

go fruits with promising qualities
for export.

This is largely contributed by
using recommended fruit bag-
ging material by the farmer co-
operators, which provided visible
differences in the fruit quality as
compared to the use of imported
newspapers. ‘

The use of the said fruit bag-
ging material may also potentially
reduce pesticide application.

DOST-PCAARD said a project
team from the University of the
Philippines Mindanao, led by
Emma Ruth Bayogan, is explor-
ing the optimal number of uses for
the fruit bagging material.

“This will determine the over-

all costs of its utjlization in mango

production. They are also work-
ing on improving postharvest
handling systems, such as opti-

mizing hot water treatment to
prolong the shelf-life of quality
mango,” it said.

Meanwhile, the Provincial
Agriculturist Office (PAGRO) of
Davao del Norte led by Juliet
Cristina Zambrano is also inten-
sifying its efforts to promote the
utilization of the bagging mate-
rial, alongside implementation of
good agricultural practices (GAP)
through their partnerships with
local farmer cooperatives:

Entomologist Celia Medina of
UP Los Bafios (UPLB) is spear-
heading the implementation of
the fruit fly monitoring study
to continuously assess fruit fly
injury levels on the mango fruits
produced. ) DN

“This study will serve as an
indicator of the project’s success,”
the DOST-PCAARD said.
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