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BAGCONC PILIPINAS

The Depantmeant of Agriculture (DA), thiough the leadership of President
Ferdinand Marcos, Jr, conbinues to Implemenl various programs 10 assist
and empower the farming and fishing communities and 1he private sector
so that they can produce enough, a¢cessible, affordable, safe, and nutritious
food for all Filipinos while also having improved and sustainable incomes.

From July 2022 o June 15, 2023, the DA has pursued programs, projecs,
and actlvities 10 sustain the gains of the agriculture, fishery, and livestock
sector and protect them from the effects of calamities and other risks,

Stabllizing Food Supply by Supporting Agricultural Productivity and
Accesslbilty and Facilitating Access to Affordable Agricultural
Commodities

Farm and Fisheries Clustenng and Consolidation (F202) Program
- Assisted farmer-beneficiarias to pattner directly with big Iastiutional buyers from
the private sector.

Fait-to-Matket Road (FMR)
- Completed 412 FMR projects spanning 566.04 kilometers (km) and 670 km
worth P9,43 billion (8) under the FMR Developren! Program and Philippine Rural

Development Project, improving the market access of 54,458 rural households
nationwlde. '

Farmto-milf soads
« Completed 46 farm-te-mill road projects worth PRP532,26 million (M) covering

32.88 km through the Infrastructure Program of the Sugarcane Industry
Gevetopment Act.

KADIWA Pragram

- Initiated 6,490 regular KADIWA in 416 sites nationwide, which bepefitted 1.76-
M househelds and 984 Tarmers” cooperatives and assoclations {FCAs) and agri-
fishery enterprises.

- Conducted 352 KADIWA ng Pasko/Pangulo, which benefited 78,671 househeld
and 1,562 FCAs and agri-fishery enterprises.

- Conducted Seafood KADIWA activities, which benefited 471 fisherfalk FCAS 2nd
traders, as well as 26,596 buyers nationwide.

Transper, logistical, and investment marching support

- Scught new International market access for various agricultural commodities:
Fresh durian — China; Pifi Nut-27 European Union countries; Shallots-Indenesia;
Fresh Mangoes- Australia,

- Facilitated 71 onion market linkage transactions, benefiting 17 onion supphors
and 27 onion buyers,

- Assisted 43 FCAs and enterpnses in various international trade events, which
generated PhP10.59-B sales of banana, papaya, pineapple, hass avocedo, durfan,
mango, coffee, and virgin coconut oil.

- Aslslsled 115FCAs and agri-based enterprisesassisted, which earned Php24.33-M
sales.

Timely and calibrated fmportation

Sugar — The Sugar Reguiatory Administration implemented Sugar Orders No. 1, 2,
& and Memorandum Circular No.-5 to-ease the high price of sugar and Implement
productivity improvement Interventions, increasing the farmgate price to 56.6%.
Fish ~ Issued Certificate of Necessity to Import & maximum impertable volume of
25,000 metric tans (MT) of fish, to-augment theocal fish productfon.

Cnion - kmported 3,958 MT of onions In January 2023 to resclve the supply gap in
2022 -

Sustained Provision of Farm Inputs

Rice Comﬁgiﬂive Enhancemenr Fund
- Distributed 50.8-M kilograms (kg) of seeds benefiting 1.039M rice fammeys,

Comn Preduction Enhancement Project o
- Distributed 1.51-M Kg. of seeds benefiting 89,097 corn beneficiaries.

National Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture Program
- Disuributed 12, 288.17 kg of vegetable seeds, 10, 507 pieces of seedlings, and
| and fertilizers benefited 227 beneficiaries.

"

Bagong Pilipinas,

transforming Philippine agriculture
towards full economic recovery

Iriigation Network Systems
- Generated 30, 925 has. of new inigation service areas and restored 11, 064 has.
under the National and Communal lirigation Project, .
- Construcled and rehabildated 1,086 Small-scale Trigation Projects and 14, 951
linear metess of irrigation canals, benefiting 917 farmers’ growps.
Feriilizar DIl Vouch

{FDV), Bal
Voucher

- Provided 1.65M rlce farmess FOVs worth PhPB.B6-B and 29, 128 com and
cassava farmers FDVs worth PhP58.26-M under the Nationa) Rice Program and
the Nalional Com Program, respectively, o

- Campaigned balanced [ertilizatfon with highlights an the 4Rs in Fertillzation —~
Right Sautce, Right Placement, Right Amounit, and Righ{ Rate. .

- Disltibulted PhP417.8-M warth of fuel subsidies to 132,632 com farmers anid
fisher(olk. . 7 . o

Fertitization Strategy. Fuel Discount

Production and posthatvest facilities, machinery and bquipment
- Established 3,753 production facilities benefiting 3,641 fanmer groups and. 105
postharvest facilities benafiting 104 farmer groups; distributed 26, 438 production
and ?alst_hawesi machinery and equipment to 2, 597 group and 226 Indrvidual
beneficiaries.

Legistated hatchesies
-Established hatchesies to strengthen the aquaculture industry and address critical
farming issues, Ta date, there are' 13 operalional and two completed sites in
Luzaon, seven in Visayas, and one in Mindanao.

Increased farmers’ and fisherfolk’s dccess to agricultural credit and financial
assistance

Credit 2nd financing .
- Released Php4.36-8 to 50,268 farmers and fisherfolk, and 260 FCAs/micro and
-small enterprises through the Agricultural Credit Policy Council.

Cash Assistance \
- Provided PhP7.64-B unconditional cash assistance to 1.53-Mrice farmers through
LBP and DBP.

Mitigating the Impact of Calamities, Diseases, and other Threats

Contained the ASF outbreak

~Launched Bantay ASF sa Barangay and the Integrated National Swine Production
Initiatives for Recovery and Expansion programs to manage the effects of ASF,
increasing hog inventory by 4.2% or from 5,77-M head in 2022 to 10.18-M head in
March 2023.

- Distributed 44,109 sentinel pigs to 17,622 ASF-affected farmers; released 1,325
barangays from quarantine.

- The Bureau of Animal Industry concluded the Phase 7 test trial of the AVAC ASF
Live vaceine from Vietnam, -

Controlled Al outbreak . '
~ Conducied bird culling. surveillance within the 1km and 7kmi zones surrounding
the affected area, and cleaning and disinfection of affected fams.

Helped fisherfolk affected by the Oriantal Mindoro OH Spill .
- Provided PhP25-M worth of livelihood and refief assistance to the affected

communities: training and fish stalls; fuel subsidy for affected fisherfolk to fishiIn .

alternative grounds; and fiberglass reinforced plastic boats with marine engines.

Prepared for El Nino to miigate jfts effects

- Reactivated the DA Natlonal El Nino Task Force to enforce the El Nino Mitigation

and Adaptation Plan.

Conlralled pest infestation and disease Incidence

- Allocated PRP160-M for the Implementation of .recovery and rehabilitation

programs in atfected areas., .-

i

of agri-fishery commoditias

vegetables, sugar, frozen fish, poultry, and meat products.

Pratected farmers and fisherfolk against smuggting, hoarding, and price manipuation
« Intercepted PhP2.24-B worth of smuggled agtifishery products such as onion,
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‘Concrete ways to address
food security woes needed

YEAR into the Marcos Jr.
administration, local econ-
omists are looking for con-

crete projects and programs that
would address the country’s food
security issues, especially with in-
flation remainingelevated and the
impending El Nifio.

University of the Philippines
School of Economics (UPSE) Associ-
ate Professor Karl Robert L. Jandoc
said he is eager to hear about the
President’s plans for agriculture
since prices remain elevated.

Jandoc also worries over a pos-

hzg:vest of riceis possib]e
,ﬁi‘the mntext of the El

e e
production of rice, the water-loving
food staple of the Philippines, and
the production shortfall is com-
pounded by the spike in consumer
nding typical of the Christmas
' Eﬁon Jandoc said the inflation
t'.’irgets of the Bangko Sentral ng
as (BSP) may not be met.

____écouldfaﬂmt]:
eend of theyear. Ir

only1.4 percentagepointsaway from
the high end of the 2 to 4 percent
target of the government.

The concern, Jandoc said, also
includes the reduction in the rice
farmer’s incomes due to El Nino.
Given the governments “cloud of
fiscal consolidation,” he said it may
be difficult for the governmen;t to

up the sl " " in their i incomes,
sl:riftllar to prev us bouts of reduced
fatm output.

UP Professoremntus Bplctetus
Patalinghugtold thisnewspaperthat
the government should address the
structural problems in agriculture

particularly lovaroductwlty, low

farmer 1ncom%hck of rural infra-
structure, an ‘the existence of car-
tels in onions, garhc, vegetables and
essential food crops.
Patalinghugsaid the government
should also address “regulatoryrent
seekingby BFAR, BPI, BAI,and SRA”
by reducing barriers before giving
privatefirmstheauthority toimport
fish, vegetables, meat, and sugar.

% 'hg BSP earlier said th@.‘:‘ﬁnws ':..:

‘ gﬂune already reached 5 {‘pércent 2

sible reversal of the Retail Trade
Liberalization (RTL) law, particu-
larly in allowing the National Food
Authority (NFA) to intervene. The
lawis the only reason whyrice prices
have not been a significant cause
for higher inflation.

“If the President assures that he
will [retain] the RTL, that he won't
touch it, that might temper an in-
crease in prices [especially in the
context of] a shortfall in the De-
cember harvest,” Jandoc told the
BUSINESSMIRROR in an interview.

SEE “CONCRETE WAYS,” A2

“I like to hear the Presiden'i; out-
linehis projectsand programsforthe
next five years and his accomplish-

" ments in his first year. Particularly,

the plans to contain inflation, food
prices, energy prices, health access,
educationaccess, housmga.ccesg;a.nd
job generation programs, " Pataling-
hug said.

Before addressing these reforms,
Freedom from Debt Coalition Presi-
dent Rene E. Ofreneo thinks the
President must recognize that the
agriculture sector “is in shambles”
due to “bad economic policies” such
as the “World Bank’s ‘agricultural
deregulation’ program.”

Ofreneo said this agriculture

_deregulation program gave rise to

“untrammelled profit taking by
big importers, big distributors, big
hoarders, big traders and big smug-
glers” who took advantage of the so-
called free-market rules.”

He added that agrarian reform is
still vital, such as what remains to
be done in terms of the Land-Acqui-
sition-Distribution (LAD) in pnvate
landsandland tenurialissuesingov-
ernment lands, especially in forest
lands and military reservations.

Ofreneo said many Agrarian Re-
form Beneficiaries (ARBs) have also

_ abandoned farmers, selling their
‘lands after the 10-year restrictive

rule in the 1990s to 2000s.

“What PBBM is now gradually
doing in the agri sector shows that
his government cannot afford to
take a hands-off role in the market.
Otherwise, food inflation and so-
cial unrest will be difficult to tame,”
Ofreneo said.

Meanwhile, Ateneo de Manila Uni-
versity (ADMU) economist Leonardo
A. Lanzona is concerned about how
the commg El Nifio and the govern-
ment’s fiscal constraints couldworsen
the employment situation.

Ly

WN=

A A A2

. Lanzona said the government
should exert more effort to eliminate
corruption, which reduces competi-
tiveness and productivity.

Ofreneo said employment is cru-
cial given that a study by the UP
School of Labor and Industrial Rela-
tions (SOLAIR)found that 80 to 82
percent of workersin the Philippines
areconsideredinformal workerswho

had “limited protet‘.tmgg«}i iial g
legal" if at all o

decisive action on mflatmn and un-
employment. Unfortunately, we will
probably hear that inflation and un-
employment have finally declined,”

: Lanzo:;a said.

“The truth is that low inflation
esnot mean that prices have gone
wn. Also, easing unemployment
otmean greateraccesstoqual-

gjégbs, he added.

~ Crucial to addressmg the jobs
ché:’llenge, Ofreneo said, is the need
to strengthen the manufacturing
sector. Unfortunately, the manufac-
turingsector could not growbecause
of the country’s power constraints.

This underscores why efforts to .
reduce -energy costs and meet the
targetssetin the Philippine Develo
mentglpn (PDP) on éger 1€ i
met, Q;:cordin_g to At@_x_ ¢ ”Manﬂ’a
UmvezmtyEsM &h
avago. stressed that gais no

) that;ghe gove entfocuses
eneration. There is a need to ac-
celerate the development of trans-

missionyc _pacu:y to bnng dow:n

‘ergy costs. i %

Acceteraté 'laﬁﬁ‘:ent of
) traqsmrsmon ﬁgst-trad(
thEJmplem of permitting

.reforms and“""" '

" and Ease-of-doing | busmess should
.beoperationalized torealizeits true

intent. Digitization of systems and
processes and not just ma.kmg it on-
line,” Ravago said. ;

Meanwhile, UPSE HeadofResearth
RenatoE. Reside Jr. said the Pr;wxdent
shouldalsofocuson the next set of tax
reforms. TheSemdudepassweincome
taxation, excise on plastics, and land
taxes, among others.

Thesewlllbecrqcmlin addressing
the country’s financial needs in the
next few years, as well as efforts to
undertake reforms in the country’s
pension and retirement system.

Patalinghug added that along

' with this, fiscal reforms mustinclude

efforts to allow the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM) as
well as the Commission on Audit

- (COA) to “discipline” national gov-

ernment line agencies who are not
spending their budgets efficiently.
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“The President should pursue
pension reform in the ‘military and
umfdrmb&personnel Héshouldléy
down hisantipovertyprogramsand
social safety nets for the weak and
the poor for the remaining 5 years
of his term,

Patalinghug added that beyond
fiscal, mone andbankm po
etk eind e 157
needs to use tI'ie nvest-
ment Fund to finance §ssent1a1 in-

' Hea & tp t:'}%efdfe'ign‘lehd—

ersand theprivate sectorplayers may
notbewilling toundertake projects.
Patalinghug said some of these proj-
ects are the Tutuban to So_gog
Railway, Matnog, Sorsogonto amar
Bridge, and Leyte to Surigao Bridge.

Pata]inghug also cited the Panay
RarIway Project, Manila to Tugueg-
arao Railway, and the Mindanao
Railway Project among the infra-
structure projects that could boost
economic growth, mch1dmg certain
sectors spch as tourism. i

For De La lle Umvemty econo-
mist Maria Ella Oplasand Unwum
of the Phlhppines Los Bafios (UPLB)
College of Economics and Manage-

ment Department of Economics As-

sistant Professor Luisito C. Abueg,
the tourism sector needs more than
a change in tagline and logo. :

. Oplasand Abuegsaid thenational
govémment should continue to sup-
port or invest in the tourism sector.
They stressed that the government
mt also resolve the issue of fund
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Budget, Ledac

bills priority

as Congress
‘reopens today

BY JoveEe MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
¥ @joveemarie
& BUTCH FERNANDEZ
¥ @butchfBM

: S the Second Regular Ses-
Asion resumes today (Mon-
day), the House of Rep-
resentatives will concentrate
on passing the proposed 2024
General Appropriations Act and
measures to carry out President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr’s promise
to lower the price of rice to P20
per kilo, as well as the remaining
priority bills.
The approval of the P5.768-tril-
lion 2024 national budget, which

is expected to be presented to the -

House of Representatives a week
after the President’s State of the
Nation Address (SONA), will be
one of the top priorities, accord-

ing to Speaker Ferdinand Martin -

Romualdez.

The House targetstoapprove the
proposed national budget before
the first recess of the 2nd Regu-
lar Session in October, Romualdez
said. |

The proposed national budget
for next year is P500 billion high-
er than this year’s P5.268-trillion
spending program.

Under the Constitution, the

_ President has 30 days after the
Sonatosubmithisbudget proposal
to Congress.
. “We will prioritize, of course,

the P5.7-trillionbudget thatwillbe
submitted within a week. [I heard]
that the DBM will submit our 2024
budget NEP [National Expenditure
Program] aweekafter the Sona,” he
said.

“We average at least five weeks

of solid work [until October con-
gressional break] on the budget

deliberations, considerations, -

review, and approval through the
third reading. Sowe are confident
with the processes, protocols, and

procedures that we have to pass

the national budget, which is the
most important piece of legisla-
tion,” added the speaker.

SEE “BUDGET,” A2

74 -JUl 2023 .

Me" nwhﬂe, Senate l;!'sideﬁt
Juan M el 'Zubiri is confident the
19th Senate can, at 1ts second regu-

will discuss the real situation of the
Filipino Peopleatthehouseholdlevel.”

_Among the issues that Pimentel

thinks should take the spotlight at

* Sona are the high cost of living, in-

‘adequate income, problems on edu-

' cation,unemploymentandunderem-
 ployment, and balloonmg national

debt.

For his part, Senate President
Zubiri said, in reply to a query on
priorities of the President, “Well in
terms of prices, foodisnumber1.” He
noted that Marcos is the concurrent
Secretary of Agriculture. “So hemust
focus on theavailabilityandlowering
of food prices. He must strengthen

the farm sector, help our farmers.
And if needed, import cheap food
productsifthese cannotbeproduced
in the country.”

1Itis, Zubiriadded, oneb:g'halanc
ingact forapres:dentwho mustlook
out for the prices and avaulablhty of
the people’s food while also protect-
ing the farmers. “It is a very difficult
job.”

Still, he added: “But I think he is
doing good. He got the best and the
brightest” people in key agencies.

According to Zubiri, they are
committed to fulfill the priorities

spelled outin the last meeting of the
Legislative Executive Development

Advisory Council (Ledac) and listed
the key ones: amendments to the
Build-Operate-Transfer Law/Public-
Private Partnership Bill, the National
Disease Prevention Management
Authority, the Internet Transactions
Act/E-Commerce Law, the Medical
Reserve Corps, the Virology Insti-
tute of the Philippines, Mandatory
ROTC and NSTP, Revitalizing the
Salt Industry, Valuation Reform, E-
Government/E-Governancebill, and
the Ease of Paying Taxes, National
Government Rightsizing Program,

the Unified System of Separation/

Retirement and Pension of MUPs,
the LGU Income Classification,
the Waste-to-Energy Bill, the New
Philippine Passport Act, the Magna
Carta for Filipino Seafarers, the Na-

< tional Employment Action Plan, and
s Amendments to the Anti-Agricultur-
- al Smuggling Act, Amendments to

the Bank Secrecy Law.

Zubiri noted that “with respect
to thelast one, the Philippines is the
onlycountrythathasnotrepealedits
banksecrecylaw,” signalinganintent
to pass legislation that central bank
and Finance department officials
have been pushing.

"Life up close, not macro’

WHILE macroeconomic figures are
important, Pimentel said the Sona
should concentrate on microeconom-
ic matters which concern and affect

| the lives of the ordinary Filipino.

~ “The cost of living is very high.
The income of the typical Filipino
fa.mﬂyis not enough for their basic
needs and for their decent existence
as a family of human beings.” Those
. who are employed are not ;pmd»«‘hv—
ing wages,’ the sqtpf said,
ing that: “Many are .un
many more underemployed.”

He highlighted the importance of
education as the great equalizer and
suggested “bigger budgetary alloca-
tion as well as inclusion of computer-
coding in the school curriculum.”

Pimentelalso affirmed the signifi-
cance of focusing on agriculture to
generate jobs, food, and fight infla-
tion. He advocates forbettersupport
for micro and small entrepreneurs,
mental health initiatives, and at-
tracting long-term foreign invest-
ments.

The senator also underscored the
importance of enacting laws to im-
prove trust in and the reliability of
online transactions, citing the In-
' ternet Transactions Act (ITA) as an
example saying that the measure
has the added value of protecting
delivery riders from hoax orders and
other scams.

Remammg priorities
CAMARINES Sur Rep. LRay Vil-
lafuerte expressed confidence that
both houses of Congress will give
their finalapproval to 50 bills meant
topropup President Marcos’ “Agenda
for Peace and Prosperity.”
Villafuerte exhorted his peers in
both chambers to passtheremaining
nine bills from the expanded list of
44 priority measures that President
Marcoshad drawn upwith the Ledac.
Villafuerte likewise urged sena-
tors alone to act on at least 47 other
bills, comprising the 30 other prior-
itymeasures alongwith 17 morebills
that the House ‘had already passed

on third and final reading during

the first regular session of the 19th
Congress.
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What | hope the
President will
address

ﬂFR RANHILIO

SIAIE
or the
Na£10n

Address ¢ g CALLANGAN
{SOZJA) : ; AQUINO

tionally takes place once a year. Under
the Constitution, the president can
ask to address Congress whenever he
discerns the need to do so. A SONA
has two constitutional functions:
First, it provides the legislature —
and the nation — with information
by the chief executive on the execu-
tion of laws and the management of
the affairs of the republic; Second, it
gives the president the opportunity
to propose his agenda for legisla-
tion, in recognition of the doctrine
of separation of powers that assigns
to Congress the power to pass and

enact laws. »AquinoA11
mpmdm!mmly propose —
and can certify when thereis urgency.
Wearéandwillrgnamanagqml—
nnalmrmyMypnmeasaym,
as well as its neighbors, Isabela
s,ndNuevaVimya. amagnqﬂnnzl
near a shortage in food commuodities
— although we do import agricul-
tural products such as rice — the lot
of the farmer has hardly ever been
addmssed It seems that we have

fa'
m \nﬁhfh&&'émll of
food production. Butﬂleﬁlrmmsm
a pathetic situation, and if many Fili-
, plmshwbythzfannandmmﬂbme

ﬁnnhput. He counts on the harvest -

to settle his dues and eam something
for himself. But, very often, things do
mtnmmmdmgwtimappalmﬂy
swnlas demgn. Northmi Luzon is
/ prone to typhoonv:sm
dlmngﬁxemomhsﬁlatnoemplamed
andﬂlehaxvmnsawéitai.Withead!
tmwdq)mevmom typhoons set
fanpﬂabadcm,ddmbysevaalthm-

sandsofpesos andall theycando

is hope for a good harvest next time
~around to drag them out of the pit
of penuy. I do not have the answer,
butgovemnmient must find and devise

L4 JuL 2023
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‘one. A related issue that stares us in~ _,

the face is the fact that the farmer

sells to middlemen at rock-bottom

prices while the middleman sells at
a more than handsome profit — at
theelq)mseofﬂlebadd)reahngtoll
‘of the farmer. While this is a matter
that can be addressed by legisla-
tion and regu[atlon, it also needs

“executive action — action on the -
ground that directly involves the

farma- and his market, and what-

everr bé‘calledformbetwem
; e

'fhelssueofﬁm
fund — the so-called Mahaﬂlka
Invesnnent Fund hasbothered

many, pan]y b¢cause not enough :
official information has filtered

through. The Presxdent should
tell the nation exactly what the

plan is, the. sources.of the funds,

wheretheﬁmdsmllbemmted, -

and on what projects or to what
commitments the returns will be
‘applied. Wewould also like to hear
an unqualified commitment to
the Santiago' Pnndples and other
safeguards against corruption,

mismanagement and ineptitude.

Education calls for nothing short

of a total revamp. Congress itself
has noted how incompetently the
(bmmmimbnl-hglwl’dumﬂm
particularly Mr. Prospero de Vera
31d.hashmﬂgﬂ(mﬂnmmman-

CCNEI

the same time
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In regard to foreign policy, the
President must at least provide the
‘nation with the lineaments of a

Jclw, unamblguous foragn policy
as it relates, first, to the West Philip-
: pme Sea and the nghts adjudicated

in our favorbythe arbitral tribunal;

second, to the vuyreal threat of the

invasion of Taiwan by the People s
Repubhc of China because of our
strategic position — our proximity
to Taiwan — and the crucial impor-

tance of the Bashi Channel.

- Finally, the President cannot for--

z “ever vadillate on the issue of Charter

sed change. Heran on the platform of the

thei msmqm and the mefﬁamcy
In the first place, the Implement-

‘ing Rules and Regulations, crafted

both by Mr. de Vera and the Unified
Student Finandial Assistance System
for Tertiary Education (UniFAST) —
whoseboard he chairs — doomed the
program from the very start. The way
it was implemented made it unsus-
tainable. The government cannot
assume the costs of a burgeoning
umve:%nypo $HOH‘7 and at

§. & 3]

private higher education.

Then there is the fact that the K to
12 program thatwas at the heart of the
Philippine.qualifications framework
has been mangled, largely because
higher education and basic education

folly of an independent Commission
on Higher Education that s at liberty
to track its own course, regardless of
the trajectory in basic education.
One solution would be to have only

"ohegweunnmtdepamwtamsee

edumnon. But as |mporlant is the
elimination of systems of control sub-

ﬂyputmplacebythe(}ommlsslonon

‘Higher Education through so-called

pohues, standards and ga.udelmes, as
wellas CHdeanomxdmnordem

: ttmtbave;uﬂedamdemxcﬁeedom

 and imposed a senseless, purpose-
‘lesspmfonnnym}uglmeducanon.;

~perr—e

 SupremeGoantinie Pilippineiaw

School Admission Test cases should
be applied to CHEd — as the prin-
ciples enunciated are those following

‘from academic freedom. The form

of control that CHEd now exercises
over higher education is simply in-
‘compatible and irreconcilable with
any decent notion of university

education and academic freedom.

rd subsidies for -

Partido Federal ng Pilipinas. Political
integrity demands that he champion
ﬂlep] ﬁ ,m thll'ﬂie "
‘ment (o revision, really) of the
Constitution that will be necessary
 tobring about a federal system, apart
from d:mmanngthe ambivalences
that mark several provisions of our |
ﬂmdamemal]awandﬂxosethatsty i
mlethemﬂmiof‘fommmvesunent. :

mnme_aqumo@sanbeda.edu pb |
rannie_aquino@csu.edu.ph
' rannie_aquino@outlook.com
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SONA 2023

BY KRISTINA MARALIT

“sured Flhpuws that themunay,ms ngood hands
) ns in the econo

“agriculture, health and-other saeto L-{*
- In front of three former Phlhp_pme pratdentﬂ -

RESIDENT Ferdinand
Marcos Jr's second State
of the Nation Address
(SONA) that will be delivered
today gives him a chance to
report on the ” s1gn1ﬁcant prog-
ress” his administration has

- ‘

made in his first year in office.

In his inaugural address, the Chief Executive as-

Joseph “Erap” Estrada, Gloria Macz ag’a] Arroyo and

Rodrigo Duterte — Marcos will lay down his

report,” said to be around one ho : ¢ 01
long, on the legislative agenda he numers

- and is also expected to llstdmhlif nini

wish list for the year ahead.
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All set for Marcos’ SONA 1<

PNP chief Gen. Benjamin Acorda Jr.
assured the police force’s preparedness
for the SONA.

He explained that the PNP has been
monitoring areas where protesters may
converge and where rallies and protest
matches may occur, and identifying the
groups of rallyists and unearthing if
thereareactivists threatening to disrupt
public law and order.

Acorda said more than 22,000 PNP
personnel are deployed in various areas
of the National Capital Region (NCR),
excluding those in the different regions
where rallies are also expected.

' He also assured that the PNP will
prevent any confrontation between the
pro- and anti-administration groups

to avert any violent or even bloody

OCCUTTences.

He noted that the police personnel
deployed in the various rally sites and
other similar areas will be provided with
raincoats in case of inclement weather
brought by tropical cyclone “Egay.”

Acorda pointed out that command
centers will be deployed and CCTV
cameras and drones are included in the
PNP’s deployment activity in the areas
covering the Quezon City Police District
(QCPD).

Pro, anti-gov’t rallies allowed

The Quezon City government al-
lowed both pro and anti-administration
rallies in the city on the day of the SONA.

Mayor Joy Belmonte reminded all
groups to follow laws and regulations
and not to disrupt peace and order in
the affected areas.

The local government had set an
area along Commonwealth Avenue near
the Commission on Audit for the pro-
administration groups.

Anti-administration groups are set
to assemble along Tandang Sora over-
pass along Commonwealth Avenue.

“QC is a bastion of free speech
and we value the right of everyone to
peacefully assemble as protected by our
Constitution,” Belmonte said.

She added that the city government
will deploy more than 7,000 traffic,
security, and emergency response per-

. sonnel to ensure peaceand order during
President Marcos' SONA.

“The Quezon City government is
ready to assist during the President’s
second State of the Nation Address. Our
goal is to ensure a peaceful and orderly
event for everyone,” Belmonte said.

Among the personnel to be deployed
on Monday are 800 QC Transport
and Traffic Management Department
(TTMD) traffic enforcers that will help
in managing the traffic in the city’s
major thoroughfares; 6,123 uniformed
officers from the Quezon City Police

District; and 375 QC Department of
Public Order and Safety (DPOS) per-
sonnel that will maintain security and
public order during the event.

_ The QC Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Department (DRRM)
will also deploy 287 personnel from its
Emergency Medical Services (EMS),
Search and Rescue (SAR) teams, and
other additional resources to ensure

. the safety of the public and respond to

any untoward incident, the city govern-
ment said.

There will also be QCity Buses,
service vehicles from 142 barangays,
and three buses from the QC General
Services Department that will be de-
ployed should there be a need for
additional transportation options for
commuters to be affected.

The city government advised mo-
torists to look for alternative routes as
the eastbound lane of Commonwealth
Avenue will be closed starting Sunday,
July 23, until Monday, July 24.

Heightened alert
for SONA, ‘Egay’

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
will be placed on a heightened alert be-
ginning Monday, July 24, to help ensure
safety and security for the second SONA
of President Marcos and the possible
effects of Egay.

PCG Commandant Admiral Artemio
Abu said hundreds of coast guardians
from its districts, stations, and sub-
stations in the National Capital Region
(NCR)-Central Luzon, Northeastern

- Luzon, Northwestern Luzon, Southern

Tagalog, and Bicol will be fielded on the
ground to maintain peace and order in
anticipation of a three-day transport
strike that will be staged by protesters,
and to secure vital waterways and key
roads in Metro Manila.

The PCG personnel will augment the
22,000-strong deployment from the
PNP which will be the primary security
force for the SONA.

“In coordination with the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and Philippine
National Police, the PCG will deploy se-
curity personnel, K9 units, and medical
teams in various critical areas in NCR for
the SONA 2023,” Abu said on Sunday,
July 23.

“Our deployable response groups
(DRGs) were also alerted in the prov-
inces that will be affected by TS Egay for
theimmediate conduct of evacuation or
rescue operation,” he added.

The PCG has also coordinated with
the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) and
Maritime Industry Authority (Marina)
to ensure the safety of passengers and
seavessels that are scheduled to sail on
Monday and in the coming days.

[IN

Realistic report,
concrete plans

Sen. Christopher “Bong” Go
hopes to hear the country’s leader
highlight concrete steps towards a
path of inclusive economic recovery.

“Nais ko pong marinig sa ating
mahal na Pangulo sa kanyang
ikalawang SONA ang mga (I wish
to hear from the President’s sec-
ond SONA all his) additional plans
niya po for our full and inclusive
economic recovery,” Go said in an
interview.

“Dapat po ay walang maiwan na
Pilipino lalo na po ang mga mahi-
hirap nating kababayan. Dapat po
walang magutom. Importante po
ang laman ng tiyan at trabaho po
para sa bawat Pilipino (No Filipino
should beleftbehind, especially our
poor fellow men. No one should go
hungry. It’s important that every
Filipino has food on the table and
has ajob),” he said.

He said he is optimistic that
President Marcos will use this
platform to underscore his
commitment to uphold the admin-
istration’s eight-point Philippine
Development Plan, which in-
cludes food security, supply
chain management, energy costs,
healthcare and social protection,

infrastructure development, green

economy, market competition, and
entrepreneurship.

Sen. Francis “Chiz” Escudero
also said the President “deserves
his victory lap as there are good
things to be happy about.”

Escudero also said it is about
time the President delivers a re-
port that would be an eye-opener,
saying he believes Filipinos “can
handle the truth.”

“The President deserves hisvic-
tory lap as there are good things to
be happy about, but he must end it
with a pep talk that must rally the
people to steel themselves for the
hard work ahead,” Escudero said
in a statement.

“Tomorrow’s SONA must,
therefore, balance the ‘what has
been done’ with the more important
(question) ‘whatis tobe done?’” he
pointed out.

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino
“Koko” Pimentel III said Filipinos
deserve “unfiltered truth” during
Marcos’ SONA, saying he hopes the
President would do away with sugar
coating or glossing over the harsh
realities facing the entire nation.

“During the President’s SONA,
itismy hope that hewill discuss the
real situation of the Filipino People
at the household level,” Pimentel *
said in a statement.

“The cost of living is very high.

Z
>
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The income of the typical Filipino family
is not enough for their basic needs and
for their decent existence as a family
of human beings. Those who are em-
ployed are not paid ‘living wages.” Many
are unemployed and many more are
underemployed,” the minority leader
lamented.

After the plenary session in the morm-
ing for the opening of the 19th Congress’
Second Regular Session, the senators will

. proceed to the House of Representatives
for ajoint session of Congress and attend
the President’s second SONA.

Vision for PH

House Speaker Martin Romualdez
said heis eager to hear President Marcos’
"'vision for the country" in his SONA.

Romualdez said lawmakers would
"carry on their mission to serve as true
representatives of the Filipino people,
translating their hopes and aspirations
into meaningful, impactful legislation,
and fostering a shared sense of progress
and prosperity for all."

Over 2,000 guests are expected to
troop to Batasan Complex in Quezon City
to listen to the SONA. President Marcos
will deliver the speech in a joint session
between House members and senators at
around 4 p.m. Monday.

House Secretary General Reginald
Velasco has said last Thursday thatit was
""all systems go" for the SONA, and that
Romualdez has been satisfied with the
lower chamber's preparations during the
past fewweeks.

Velasco had said the SONA 2023
theme or motif was Filipiniana. This will
be reflected in the guests' outfits to the
food that will be served.

Bagong Pilipinas :

The SONA will be President Marcos’
chance to tell Filipinos what the "Bagong
Pilipinas (New Philippines)" brand is all
about.

House Deputy Speaker and Batangas
City 6th district Rep. Ralph Recto as he
joined other solons is sharing their expec-
tations for Marcos' second SONA.

""SONA is not just a throwback mo-
ment for the year gone by, but a battle
plan on how we can fast-forward to what
we hope toachieve," Rectosaid inastate-
ment Sunday, July 23.

"It is not a mere replay of the past,
but a preview of the future, setting a vi-
sion so compelling that it inspires and
unites the entire nation to work hard for
it," noted the former Senate President
Pro Tempore. j

Speaking of a vision for the future,
the Marcos administration ordered last
week the adoption of the new governance
brand, Bagong Pilipinas. Butastowhatit's
about is still up for interpretation.

"'It is an opportunity for the President
to present the architecture of Bagong
pilipinas where it is hoped that the full
potential of the Filipino is harnessed,
merit is given a chance, and hard work
rewarded," Recto said. 4

The deputy speaker said that the SONA
should "satisfy the people on what will be
done to things that matter to — and bother
— them the most." ' ;

"These are food on the table, jobs for
the skilled, faster commute, streets for
their children, care for the sick, comfort
for the aged," he said.

"'I am not looking forward to spell-
binding oratory tomorrow. I aminterested
in the marching orders," Recto added.
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Ease of doing business tops business sector’s

wish list for SONA

According to Barcelon, the Anti-Red
Tape Authority (ARTA) is doing its job,
but it cannot do it alone. He said the
bigger partlies on LGUs to further ease
doing business. “It is best to impose a
target for LGUs to achieve ease of dojng
business to facilitate investments into
their locality,” said Barcelon.

LGUs, he said, should be able to fa-
cilitate investments for job creation. “It
is good that the Department of Trade
and Industry/Board of Investments
has already created the Greenlane for
Strategic Investments, but LGUs should
do more in facilitating these invest-
ments,” said Barcelon.

Since bureaucratic red tape is as-
sociated with corruption, Barcelon
stressed the need to impose timelines
in government processes and trans-
actions. “President Marcos has been
- going out to promote investments and
we are going again to Malaysia, but the
LGUs should alsobe able to facilitate the
inflow of these investments because
this is a teamwork. We need more jobs
for agriculture and fisheries,” he said.

“LGUs should think like PEZA to
create more job opportunities in their
localities,” he said, adding that he
expects the LGUs to “improve the en-
vironment with clear regulation and a
mentality to be able to create more job
opportunities.” ;

Digitalization would be able to
help in easing the cost of doing busi-
ness because this limits face-to-face
transactions in government agencies,
he said. While there is this initiative,
heurged the implementation of a score
card to ensure phased achievement.

He also cited the need for the gov-
ernment to work on improving the cost
of logistics because the Philippines
has one of the highest in this sector.
With the enforcement of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
(RCEP), Barcelon said local businesses
would be at the losing end if logistics
cost remains high.

Other issues the President should
prioritize include education as the
Philippines ranked among the lowest.

Edgardo Lacson, chairman of

1«

the Employers Confederation of the
Philippines (ECOP), also listed corrup-
tion as number one among the business
sector’s wish list in the President’s
SONA.

“Reduce corruption in govern-
ment,” said Lacson.

He said the other priorities the

government should address are the
continuation of the Build, Build, Build
program; keep inflation in check,
modernize transport system (air, land
water); adequate, stable and afford-
able power and water supply; food
security; reengineer education sys-
tem; strengthen defense of territorial
integrity; rationalize party list system
and revert to traditional two party
system; and prepare to adopt artificial
intelligence technology in all facets of
national, social, academic, and indus-
trial/commercial applications.
. Sergio Ortiz-Luis, Jr., president of
the Philippine Exporters Confederation
Inc., urged the President for the urgent
repeal of the Philippine Ports Authority
(PPA) AO 04-2021as thiswill add huge
cost and extra processing time to im-
port and export shipments.

Instead, he said, exporters strongly

urged the government to continue to
streamline processes and implement
computerization towards ease of doing
business and ensure whole of govern-
ment approach to development.
“Rationalize importation of raw
materials especially for export produc-
tion and to stabilize prizes of prime
commodities,” he said. Healso pushed

- for a continued Build, Build, Build

program.
Other issues in his list include re-
view/update/strengthen skills mapping

and upgrading to keep up with tech- -

nology developments; implementing
Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA)
in reviewing existing and new gov-
ernment processes; climate change
interventions; and, address high cost of
power, water, and telecommunications.

As president also of ECOP, Ortiz-
Luis urged the President to stop efforts
to legislate minimum wage.

For the legislative branch, ECOP

is pushing for the passage of the
amended Magna Carta for MSMEs;
Philippine Bamboo Industry
Development Act; ASIN Law;
PhilPorts Act to decouple the regu-
latory and developmental functions
of the PPA; Revised Warehouse
Receipts Act for movable collat-
erals; and, increase DTI budget,
particularly for export promotion
fund and shared services facilities

Telco policy wish list

The Globe Group urged the
government to continue regulatory
reforms for the Philippines to be a
truly Digital Nation and issued a
"Policy Wishlist" with electrifica-
tion of ICT infrastructure as top
priority.

"The government should en-
sure the timely electrification of
ICT infrastructure, particularly
cell towers, so telcos can provide
life-enabling connectivity to more
areasin the country," stated Erest
Cu, Globe Group Presidentand CEQ.

In order to shift to advanced
network technologies, Globe also
called for the rationalization of
the 26-~year-old Spectrum User
Fees (SUF). ]

In its current form, the SUF
penalizes greater use of more
spectrum-efficient 4G and 5G
and other Fixed Wireless Access
technologies.

The SUF also disincentivizes
network expansion, as fees are
charged for every station even for
the same frequencies.

This hampers the industry’s
push for stronger and wider con-
nectivity as demand continues to
grow.

Furthermore, the government
should pass a law requiring de-
velopers to allocate space for telco
infrastructure.

Legislators need to amend the
46-year-old National Building
Code and its Implementing Rules
and Regulations (IRR) to require
the mandatory provision of tele-
communications infrastructure.
(With Emmie Abadilla)
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Gains made a year after 1st SONA:
Tax reform, food production,
healthcare, infrastructure

By BETHEENA UNITE

year ago, President Ferdi-

nand R. Marcos Jr., in his

first State of tHe Nation

: ddress (SONA) declared

key undertakings to set the tone of
his administration.

Transforming the economy took

a huge part of President Marcos’

speech last year, touching on tax

reforms that will increase revenue

collection while expenditure will

be realigned for efficient spending.

He said the Philippine Development

Plan 2023-2028 will be crafted to set
the country's roadmap for economic
recovery in a post-pandemic era.

In January this year, Marcos
signed Executive Order (EO) No. 14,
approving the Philippine Develop-
ment Plan. It is intended to "bring
back the country to a high-growth
trajectory” and "enable economic
and social transformation for a
prosperous, inclusive, and resilient
SOClety 1

While he has asked the Depart—
ment of Finance (DOF) to continue
looking into the current tax system

and find ways to level the play-
ing field between foreign and local
busmesses, the tax reform he cited
in his first SONA was addressed af-
ter his approval of the Philippine
Export Development Plan (PEDP)
2023-2028.

It will serve as his administra-
tion's blueprint to increase exports
of food and services in the next five
years.

Marcos remains
as Agriculture chief
The Pre51dent took over the
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agriculture portfolio when he assumed the  headed in the direction of lifting restrictions, InInsﬁrstSONA,Marcosmcouragedthé

presidency as he believed that there were
crucial reforms that only the President could
handle. He became the secretary when prices
of basic commodities were rising, and while
supply of agricultural products, such as rice
and sugar, was dwindling.

The President has said that he will re-
main as Agriculture chief until necessary
reforms are implemented in the agency.

In his first SONA, the Chief Executive
bared his intention to exert all efforts to
increase food production by prioritizing the
modernization of agriculture production.

A year later, he visited several prov-
inces in the country to establish ""Kadiwa ng
Pangulo" where producers can directly sell
their agricultural produce at a lower price,
eliminating costs incurred by middlemen.

During his visits, the Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) also turned over equipment to
farmers to help modernize their operations
and cut production cost.

"'We are from the 16"

Marcos inherited a drug-related prob-

lem from his predecessor, former president
,Rodngo Duterte, in the form of a request for
investigation from the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC).

In March, the ICC rejected the Philip-
pines' appeal to suspend the probe on the
deadly drug war.

"We don't have a next move. That is
the extent of our involvement with the ICC.
That ends all our involvement with the ICC.
The appeal has failed and in our view, there
is nothing more that we can do. So at this
point, we, essentially, are disengaging from
any contact, from any communication, with
-the ICC," he said.

Marcos considers the ICC probe as an
"intrusion into our internal mattersandthey
are a threat to our sovereignty."

The President also maintained his earli-
est pronouncement that his way of dealing
with the country's drug war would be dif-
ferent from Duterte’s way of handlmg it.
His past statements show that he is keen
‘on focusing on rehabilitation rather than a‘
bloody drug war.

Nomoteloclndowns

mIcoshaddeclaredmhisﬁrstSONA.

that "we will no longer implement a lock-
down." Although there was yet no of-
ficial declaration ending the public health
emergency then, Marcos said the country is

In his first SONA, the President vowed to
put up more specialty hospitals in the coun-
try, including the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention and a vaccine institute.

This month, he led the inspection of
the site for the future Clark Multi-Specialty
Medical Center (CMSMC), which is envi-
sioned to be a world-class medical facility.
with state-of-the-art equipment that will

provide specialized care in four medical °

disciplines: pediatric, renal, cardiovascular
and oncology. Its construction was expected
to start this July.

‘Friend-to-all’ policy
Marcos stressed in his first public ad-

dress that the Philippines will not lose even

an inch of its territory under his watch but

will maintain the "friend to all, enemy to

none" foreign policy while prioritizing na-

tional interest.

In the past year, several sea incidents in
the West Philippine Sea involving Chinese
vessels occurred, leading to the country's
filing of 30 diplomatic protests agamst

- China. Yet, Marcos said the country is not
- shifting away from China.

"'Some people have said that the Philip-
pines had shifted its policy away from the

People's Republic (of China) and to other

powers, that is certainly not true," the Presi-
dent said last month.

While he was in the United States and in
Belgium last year, he said that the Philip-
pines would not want to be in the middle
of any tensions between its two long-time
allies—China and the US. ‘

"And we, the Philippines, for our part,
has taken an independent policy and we
absolutely refuse to go back to the situation
of the Cold War where we have to pick sides

in terms of the superpower we were aligned

with," hestressed.

Build Better More

Maroos:salsocommttedtoﬁmslung-

the ongoing infrastructure projects started

by his predecessor, and to build more. From

‘Duterte's "Build, Build, Build," Marcos'
- infrastructure slogan is—“Build, Better,
~ More.”

Inqugrtofu]fllltlus mfrasn'ucl:ure de-
velopmentﬁmdinglsamongmekeysecmrs
included in the newly-signed law establish-
ing the Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF).

With the signing of the controversial

- measure, the country now has a fund "which
- willitself make money" to increase the gov-

ernment's capaclty and capability to invest
in all "extremely important projects" such
as investments in agriculture, infrastruc-

ture, digitalization, strengthening of supply

. chains, and all of those necessary elements

in the post-pandenuc economy.

He noted that the MIF is a "crucial
undertaking" that will support the imple-
mentation of the 194 NEDA-approved in-
frastructure projects.

; ihéanyinterestands

Congmsstopassalawﬂmtwﬂlemanapate
the agranan reform beneficiaries from the
agrarian reform debt burden.

He said that the loans of agrarian reform
beneficiaries with unpaid amortization and
interest shall be condoned while agrarian
reform beneficiaries, who are still to receive
their awarded land under the comprehensive
agrarian reform program, shall receive it
without any obhgatmn to pay any amor-
tization.

On}uly'],MarcossignedRepljblicAct
(RA) No. 11953 or. the NewAgranan Eman-
cipation Act, fr - agrarian reform bena
efidarles(, tBs) ﬁbmﬂleirdebl:burden.
The new law condones all the nnpaxci

the ARBs. A total of 57.56 billiort of
principal debt will be condoned to benefi*
610,05/ ARBs tilling 1.173 million hectares
of land. st
~ In addition, the government will as-
sume the obligation of 10,201 ARBs til]mg
11,531.24 hectares of land to pay the re—

: mai:ﬂngbalanceofthedirectoompensa—a

tion due the concerned landowners under

~ the Voluntary Land Transfer (VLT) or t
' Direct Payment Scheme (DPS) am
| to $206,204,776.41.
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RISE reaffirms gov’t commitment
to achieving food security, zero hunger

AT the outset of his presidency, the food crisis was ship would help prevent in hunger prevention, poverty
among the challenges the government of President Fer-  alleviation and better health.

dinand R. Marcos Jr. has vowed to defeat. Food security “S0, | urge our national government agencies to
and “zero hunger” was what kept the President stand-  continue pursuing innovative projects that address the
ing firm at the helm of the Department of Agriculture.  needs that evolve now in this moden age for Fllpmus

His resalve has not waned. : By making innovation our priority, we can expedite the a1
He reaffirmed his administration’s commitment delivery of programs and services and build a more “THE state of. the nation is sound.”
to aftain these goals at the ceremonial signing of the robust economy,” Marcossaid. .. . These were the lasgwords in the his
. memorandum of agreement (MOA) between the Depart- Marcos hoped that theRlSEPrujectmuld almuiage dﬁgte of the Nation address ayear
ment of Agricufture (DA) and the Department of Justice™  more pri ic partnershlps and inspirethe”™ igo. One year las?%o his wotds still ring
(D0J) for the implementation of the Reformation Filipino people rsue activities that will leave a 3 :hsm? ®
Iniiative for Sustainable Environment for Food Security sting” impact o ] " “The delivering of promises is a work

{RISB PfD]eCt ss. It’s not something that you

\ was signed by the DA's Bureau of Flant s done. T d-it,” he said
ry (BPI) and the DOJ's Bureau of Cor I is an o ocess.”
| i a ceremony at the President’s Hallunf - produ P el e chall and will remain
- alace in Manila. o el aml!leatw spanmng amund 28 700 hechm 1uas with all economies that have
“The President in his keynote speech.said the m‘ land at the lwahig Pmon and Penal Farm in Puerto en buffeted by the strong winds that .
partnership s a testament to his administration's a2 IE‘wB‘y’ when the'pandemic struck.
Despite the difficult task, however,

upyleldmg" ommitment to both food security and .

. business and.economic voices have P
jomed thefm- achorus of optimism
for the countt pit

1 the persistent

~.s.

. [ which are the results |
amongst pemns deprived of Ilberty {PDls) thmugh PDLs will be pm\nded wﬂh appropnate tralrung - ... of the pandemic.induced lockdowns, and
this RISE project,” Marcos said. for livelihood preparation and societal reintegration; . - “many more' naggmg issues in an eme:g-
Marcos cited capacity-building initiatives as key to . facilitate rehabilitation through agricultural production - ~ ing economy. v«
heipmg boost food mductlon whlle gwmg PLsthe trainin horhcultural therapy, and vocatmnal gardening The Philippine Chamber of Com- -
and while ai ¢ BuC merce and Industry PCCI) cited the
¢ 0 promote the coun-: -

sty good rating on
- _-president George
ew with ABS-CBN |

: e, accordjhg to
mmunicatons Office
d P3.48 trillion in

ic forecast for the
elopment Bank
ic product growth
d 6.2 petcent

e region’s steady |
m the pandemic.

nal Monetary Fund
th forecastfor
at 6 percent
s gross domestic
nsion in between
ent, sald a Fund
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@ Natton Adﬂress (SONA), President Fer-

~ dinand R. Marcos Jr. will report on how
be lns government’s performance measures’

“up to the highlights of his first SONA. "

To recall the highlights of the year-

- ago SONA, these'included the economy,
: food crisis, subsidies for farmers, tour-
E 1sm, cheap mediciries, more health cen-
- ters and hospitals, education, digitaliza~
| tion, mfmst:uctutc, cheap and renewable
cenergy, OFW welfare, foreign policy,
i .pubhﬁ P [partaership, transport sys-

esrrvafet supply, disaster resilien-

2% and hopes for a number of legislative

- measures to help his government with its

* programs for the Filipino.

* 1 'The economy will always be on top
.- aftheshst, forwh:chhevowﬁto create
'fnefarms to increase revenue collections, -
' to support eco-zones, and to digitalized ~
¢ the economy. To this end, he also tasked
the National Economic Development:
. Authority (NEDA) to come up witha
© development plan for 2023 to 2028.
5,"-: The food crisis has been a huge con-
| cern and the Department of Agricul-
' ture, which he heads, has been pressed
I ‘o come up with solutions to the risi

! prices and lack of supply of food. -

< “Farmers and fisherfolk will be the

,‘upnonty of my admxmstmnon,” he said in

¢ his first SONA

To help “unburden the farmers

- of their dues and be able to focus on

improving farm productivity,? Marcos -
mﬁg dne—yel;r momtdgum onthe. -
. payment of land and interestrates.
'w In that first SONA, Marcos asked -
B rGongrcss to pass a law that will condone
' the loans of agrarian reform beneficia-
| sies. He said this measure will amend
Sei:non 26 of Republic Act 6657. - _
~ On July 7, the president signed into
lww the Malacafiang-sponsored New:
Agrauan Emancipation Bill that aims.
- to make t e farmer-beneficiaries of ‘the
govemmme’s agrarian. \ reform prograf

Page 2 of 5
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debt-free.

" Marcos signed Republic Act RA)
11953 in a ceremony held at the Kalayaan
Hall of Malacafian Palace in Manila. This -
| has been termed as one off the president’s
" bucket list which he believes remains long

| as his government is undoing decades of
neglect in his most favored sector.

As for energy, Marcos said the coun-
try must increase the level of energy pro-
duction by expanding the present power
supply and building new power plants.

"He also stressed at the top of his
climate agendais the use of renewable
energy. He said the government will
increase the country’s use of renewable
energy sources such as hydropower,

geothermal powe, solat, and vind. _
" Not to be missed was OFWs welface.
&mos*s id the Department of Migrant
orkers , will serve as the
especially of distressed migrants workers
and overseas Filipino workers (OFWs).
His administration would eliminate red
tape in the system by automating the
verification of contracts. | !

For foreign policy, he said: “I will not
preside over any process that will abandon -
even one square inch of territory of the
Republic of the Philippines to any foreign

"To support his administration’s plans, he
proposed 19 measures for Congress to pass.

The check list is long, and the
president is expected to show how his
government has fared since making this
wish list

Some sectors would grade him with

flying colors, while there are those who '~

say his grade would be “Incomplete.” =

The president himself said: “So, ~ .. .
you know, it’s never enough. It’s never

enough. Whatever it is that we have
managed to do, therg is still a great
deal more to do. We have a lot of work
still to do and we have to work smart
and we have to work well and we have
to be very conscious.” !
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. Farmers’ emancipation
eyed to infuse new blood

IN his first SONA a year ago, President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. said that “The call of the times is for the in-
fusion of fresh and new blood in the agricultural sector.
We need a new breed of farmers equipped with modern
agricultural technology able to engage in sustained -
scientific farming that will not only increase farm yields
but also resilience in the face of climate change.”

This could-very-well become the optimal result of
the condonation of the over P57 billion warth of loans
of more than 600,000 farmers who are agrarian reform
beneficiaries (ARBs). The new law condones all loans,
including interests, penalties and surcharges that
covered the land awarded to ARBs under Presidential
Decree (PD) 27, RA 6657 and RA9700. PD 27, the Ten-
ant Emancipation Decree, was signed by the President’s

father, the late president Ferdinand Marcos Sr,, on Oct.

21,1972,

This is seen as a good way to address the problems
in agriculture; farmers aging and na young people
having the desire to be in the sector. Young people
interested in agriculture would be given a boost so that

~ they do not need to start from nothing.

High on the President’s first legislative wish list

from Congress which was clearly stated in the same

NA, was a law' would free from debt farmers
who were awarded lands by the government under the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP). -

On July 7, he finally signed RA 11953 which
condones all the unpaid amortization of the principal
debt, including interest and surcharges, if any, incurred
by agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARB). Itis the only law

ENACTED INTO LAW. President Ferdinand R.

4 1= . ” ]
Marcos Jr. signed into law Republic Act 11953 or the

among the first SONA bills to have been signed by the
end of his first year in office.

A total of PHP57.56 billion of unpaid principal debt
wotld be condoned, to benefit 610,054 ARBS tilling
1.173 million hectares of land.

“By freeing farmers from the agrarian debt, and
ensuring broader support services and credit facilities,
thie Marcos administration has given more resources
to our farmers to increase the productivity of their
farms and uplift the quality of their lives,” Agrarian

- Secretary Conrado Estrella il said.

Asked in an interview about the impact of the con-
doned amount on the fiscal picture of the government,
Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno told reporters
that the condonation of the multi-billion peso loan
under the New/Agrarian Emancipation Act would have
no impact as the estimated revenues do not include
the amount to be condoned, that the government's
five-year plan has already been set. .

Republic Act No. 11593 will benefit around

- 610,054 Filipino farmers tilling more than 1.7 million

hectares of agrarian reform lands, making them debt-

_ free from around P57 billion of agrarian arears.

Agri Party-list Rep. Wilbert Lee, principal author
of the law, emphasized that its objective is not only
to fre farmers from debts but likewise to provide
“enough support” to ARBs and make farming a profit- <
able livelihood.

He added that credit facilities and support services
offered under the law give priority to farmers who have
completed their land amortization payments.

qqqqq
.....

New Agrarian Emancipation Act on July 7, 2023. The measure was one of the president's promises
mentioned in his 2022 State of the Nation Address (SONA). (PNA photo)
g oy
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~ Freshman year

~ There is really nothing much to expect in the first year of
| - a presidency. At best, one can tﬁet an inklinig of the quality of
leadership we will have for the remaining five years. And
given the gravity of our problems, does he have what it takes to
move the needle rather than merely watching events transpire?
. As in any new administration, there will be plus and mi-
nuses. Apologists of this administration will go to great lengths
to claim accomplishments when all that has happened was an
inspired speech or a big claim, an aspiration ( e.g. P20/ kg rice),
in a press release. But we take speeches and press releases as if
b ? the leadership had really done something
DEMAND to address a need or even a crisis.
AND I was going through a powerpoint
P presentation shared by Rep. Joey Salceda
SUPPLY with the Viber group of the Tuesday Club.
_ Rep. Joey did some pretty fancy acrobat-
"N - ics in claiming accomplishments for the
P administration for which credit resides
o | elsewhere. e 14
- For example, Rep. Joey credits the
: N President for “protecting the peso from
: e collapse.” Excuse me... if anyone de-
 BOO CHANCO serveg credit here, it is former BSP Gover-

——— 1 0r Philip Medalla, the Monetary Board,

and the very competent deputy governors of the BSP who -

did their work well.
In fact, the peso dipped after the President was elected due
to his family’s history. ;
~ GDP growth? Hereis the correct analysis by a retired invest-
ment banker writing the Heneral Lunacy blog: ‘
“Compared to the previous year, our 2022 GDP grew by
7.6 percent, which is great, but partly due to the “base effect”
i.e. our 2021 economy was so bad because of the pandemic
anything benchmarked to it will look good. :
“More telling are the quarter-on-quarter numbers: A
reputable think tank reports that on this basis, the economy
slowed down from growth of three percent in Q3 2022 to
two percent in the succeeding quarter to one percent in Q1

this year i.e. the economy is still moving forward, but the
pace is decelerating.” ;

Rep. Joey also credits the President for bringing down
inflation. Really? ‘ :

Sure, the inflation rate is going down, no thanks to the
President who failed multiple chances of arresting the high
food inflation rate that plagued us formuch of last year. Even
Rep. Joey concedes as much when, in a later slide, he noted
that there is a “need to reconcile policies on trade in sugar and
key vegetables, such as onion, since deficiencies in such areas
appear structural.” 501

In layman’s terms, the President just watched helplessly

‘as sugar and onion prices zoomed sky high at the retail level.

The President even let go of his senior agriculture secretary
who wanted to import 300,000 MT of sugar because the sugar
lobby protested. Now they are importing 450,000 MT, which
proves his former deputy was right. Still, nothing happened
at the retail level as sugar stayed at P100/kilo up to P138/kilo.
The sugar traders are being coddled. .. earning billions simply
because they have connections.

As for onions, Speaker Martin Romualdez is so proud of
the findings of a House investigation on the existence of an
onion cartel that brought the retail price to a ridiculous P750/
kilo at one point. But did anyone get charged in court for
economic sabotage? e ‘

Those two examples show the President did nothing sig-
nificant to bring down food inflation, the prime contributor to
our high inflation rate. On the contrary, he exacerbated it with
his favored treatment of the sugar cartel and he did nothing
on the onions. Then there are also problems with the prices
of eggs, chicken, pork, and beef. : :

Inflation started to go down not because we have a decisive
President who is unafraid of the cartels that keep food prices
high. Inflation started to go down because the price of petro-
leum and some food products we import have started to go
down in the world market. A i

Tourism recovered not because of anything this admin-
istration has done yet, but because of revenge tourism
which is a worldwide trend. The real test of the administra-
tion’s ability to promote tourism will start this yéar; but it
started badly with a botched launch of its new slogan and.

Pace ,] nf 2
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Other accomplishments Rep. Joey cited involved creation
©of new offices and promulgation of new executive orders, etc.,
which are probably good steps in the right direction, but are
‘not accomplishments by themselves. $ri
But it seems even Chat GPT was fooled by the press releases.

| When I asked it to tell me what it thought about the President’s

first year, it wrote back: ;
- “In his first year, President Marcos implemented several
policies aimed at boosting the Philippine economy. He intro-

duced tax reforms and streamlined bureaucratic processes to

attract foreign direct investment. These measures resulted in a
modest increase in GDP growth and a reduction in unemploy-
ment rates, signaling positive economic progress...”

Really, Chat GPT? Tell me more about his tax reforms? How |

did he streamline bureaucratic processes to attract foreign di-
rect investments? It is too early for anything good to happen
because of mere pronouncements. ,
- Tax reforms being implemented now are those
by Congress during Duterte’s watch, thanks t
- secretary Sonny Dominguez and Rep. Joey wre
Still, the President started mfﬁg n(;\{
pointment of respected economic managers to al
He also appointed a proven mtemﬂgonaléntral bank
BSP Governor to succeed Philip Medalla. It is only hoped
these economic managers will not s 1l their souls to po
expediency the way most of his father’s technocratic econo:
mafagers did. The Maharlika discussion gives little n
tohope. - Ay R
~ Another feather on the President’s cap is the new a
ancipation law, which will hopefully help
 the relief long sought for. If land consolidation a
' quickly, then farm modernization can take place
. farm productivity. .

O

g

- Overall, the President’s first year gets a paséi:ttg.:?ifate, but :
only because he has raised enough hope that he will deliver

g:re in the coming years to lift our people out of poverty and

€ us a vision for a better future. We still need to see things
start to PN

. him on Twitter @boochanco

jpasged..;

pive farmers
and improve
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A year into Marcos Jr. admln.

Promise of unity materializin

By EDU PtAaY

Marcos Jr. pérsistently espoused

unity during his campaign for the

top governmentpost last year, which I
coyered for The Philippine Star.

| "In Cabmetand h:gh -level meetmgs

President Ferdinand ”Bohgbong”

S

" thatl witniessed, the President always
emphasized theimportance of a
whole-of-government approach, with
agencies getting their act together for
programs to be successful.

In several Palace meetings on

. “Walang Gutom 2027,” the country’s

first-ever ’fmod qtamp pregram, he

S PHILIPPIRE

President Marcos checks out local produce for the Department of
Agriculture’s Kadiwa ng Pangulo program. snoto by kJRosaLes

consistently directed the Department
of ‘Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), led by Secretary Rex
Gatchalian, to collaborate with
other agencies in coming up with
a sustainable solution to hunger,
malnutrition, and poverty.

Such atask wasn't difficult for a
Cabingt that does not work in silos.
We weteableto enlist the Department
of Agriculture (DA), Department

. of Labor and Employment (DOLE),

Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority (TESDA),
Department of Health (DOH),
National Nutrition Council (NNC),
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA),
and Department of Science and
Technology-Food and Nutrition
Research Institute (DOST-NRI).
These agendes’ respective roles are
crucial to the success of the program.

For instance, DOLE and TESDA ]

will provide the necessary job skills
training to one million beneficiaries
to enable them to find jobs or start
small businesses so they could stand
on their own feet.

P e

Ferdlnand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. delivers his first State of the Nation
Turn to Page 12 Address today (Pho trom pbbrm.com.ph)
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‘DSWD Secrctary Rex Gatcha}lan, Human Rights chairperson Atty. Richard Paat Palpal-latoc,
Metro Manila. cﬂchalrandSmJum(;ltymayorF is Javier Zamora, and MMDA
i

1dlrd‘f:ter a Gail Saturate-Quingco lead the launch bplan Pag-Abot in the DSWD Central
ill m Guczon City. mﬁnmoﬂ-&q -

Dswnsmvnnxsmhalianmmsw DCARMhich the DSWD v
nﬂﬂ'mv'smnmle‘nmlﬂg_fm:l!itylazltNlarnch.g,..(.,.,_,,,,,.‘,_IF b ”dm
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Increase in Kadiwa

From Page 12

emphasized that fulfilling his campaigt_i‘._

promisés “is a work in progress.” .
KadiwangPangulo 5(N'P

as part of President Marcos’ long-term plan
to bring local agricultural products closer to
consumers.

Inaseparatearticle by Helen M. Floresand
Delon Porcalla, which was also published
in the STAR, it was reported that Marcos

signed:a memorandum of agreement with'’

other government agencies to establish
KNP centers nationwide. The ceremonial

signing in Pampanga was followed by the

distribution of family food packs and 3,000
financial assistance to almost 500 residents.

“The national government cannot bring
affordable food to all if we will not partner
with the local government,” PBBM said on
July 17. :

Livelihood grants were also awarded to
13 Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP)
beneficiaries. '

Signatories to the agreement include the

LIBRARY

DEPY. OF AGRICULTURE

of Agriculture, Deparhnent of

Trade and Industry, Department of Labor

- and Employment, Department of Social

Welfare and Development, Department
of the Interior and Local Governient, the

 Presidential Communications Office, and the

 Presidential Management Staff.
eenters willbe c
set up in local government units nationwide -

Inaddition, Bataan Rep. Geraldine Roman
filed the Magna Carta for-Agricultural
Workers, which will register farmers and
fisherfolk underthe Kadiwa programto help
them sell their produce.

A pricing scheme shall also be in place for
registered agricultural workers to prevent
Josses incurred by the low prices set o their
goods.

Itis expected thatas more KNP centers are
set up across the country, SLP associations
will be able to offer various products such
as bags, accessories, and food delicacies at
Kadiwa Centers, according to the DSWD.

The Tarlac Home for Women and the
Regional Home for Girls, for instance, will
sell delicacies, such as nougats, coated sugat
peanut, mixed nuts, peanuts, bagret, bagoong,
kakanin ube, cassava, kalamay, buko juice,
guapple, chicharon, and rugs.

Atotal of 81 provinces participated in the
simultaneous launch of the KNP,

Page L of
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It_"s" been jusf ‘m"'.r'ef a year, so

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. himself

éck'ﬁﬁuﬂedﬁ the grade of
”ing,omplét’é” ‘that an economist
gave him. 85 ¥
- Other critics have been harsher

and given him a failing grade.
The g:styw of a six-year term, | N8
however, is notenough to providea |, =
conclusive verdict of failure. g i

The P20-a-kilo rice “aspiration” is a work in progress.
The UniTeam is fraying, and there’s growing talk of
Imeldific 2.0 emerging, with all its negative connotations.

Inflation, which hit a 14-year high in January, has only
slightly eased, and the national debt stood at a record
P14.1 trillion as of end-May. And with the economy fully
reopened, the government will ?oonbe unable torely ona
pandemic-generated low base for touting rosy economic

After just one year, however,'Marcos 2.0 can still
legitimately claim that it is laying the foundations for
bel%tmeq,gxead,mt just for the new naghaharing uri,.
but for the entire nation. And so, yes, BBM’s work is

From Day One, simply being himself has been an
improvement from his predecessor. No more cussing,
misogynist sex jokes, insults sometimes laced with threats
of violence, and stream-of-consciousness digressions
from prepared public speeches. No more addresses to the
nation until past midnight, which people were forced to
watch, if only to find out if it was OK to venture outside
their homes or if they still had a job the next day.

The current President looks presidential, doesn’t
denigrate and instead emphasizes the usefulness of
English proficiency, and understands the meaning of PC.
and woke.

He has also received praise (except from the new
Makapilis) for ending the pivot to China and taking a
firm stand on the arbitral ruling on the South China Sea,
reinvigorating the alliance with the US and mending ties
with tge European Union.

* *

We have yet to see the impact of BBM's pronouncement
that “we’re done” with the International Criminal Court.
In Washington, my guess is there will be little pushback,
since the US itself has never been a party to the Rome
Statute creating the ICC. .

Some quarters see the ICC issue as an ace that BBM
holds over the Dutertes.. The ﬁrobe covers acts in the

revious administration and w
his daughter Sara, who has been named in the probe,
were local executives in Davao City.

Relatives of those killed in Duterte’s war on drugs
and certain witnesses might cooperate with the ICC. The
situation can become embarrassing for the administration,
and taint the ongoing Marcos rebranding with accusations
of obstructing a probe on possible erimes against
humanity.

en Rodrigo Duterte and °

Z LIBRARY

§
—— I DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla seems to have
softened his stance, saying last Friday that while the
probe is tantamount to interference in a sovereign state,
the government is open to a “dialogue” with the ICC. -

The ICC ruling came out just days before the second
State of the Nation Address. But even in his first SONA,
the human rights situation was conspicuously not
mentioned by Ferdinand Junior.

Still, critics must concede that the level of violence
has gone down in the campaign against illegal drugs,
and there’s an effort to minimize if not eliminate abuses.

Instead of death for drug pushers and abusers alike,
we might see cannabis legalized, even for recreational use
—especially if proponents point to the boost in tourism
that Thailand is now enjoying after it decriminalized
mar lll‘lzanq,«ayamnglts recreational use and home -
productonsa® s AaTar Y S
Among the laws enacted in the first year of Marcos
2.0, the condenation of P57.557 billion in amortizations of
over 654,000 agrarian reform beneficiaries has been hailed.
Critics, however, have pointed out that these are mostly-
bad loans that the farmers have not been paying anyway

¥

* and the government was simply forced to write them off.

BBM had to amend Republic Act 11709, the fixed term -
law for the military that was signed last year by Duterte
in his final months as president. And now BBM must
confront resistance to reforms in the pension system for
military and other uniformed personnel. = |

Legislation in the first year of Marcos 2.0 will be
remembered for indecent haste, thanks to the mad rush
to pass the Maharlika Investment Fund law, just so it can
be touted at today’s SONA. = ¢

The state of COVID. public health emergency was
also lifted in time for the SONA, but the administration
can’t take credit fdi:‘_‘thisi-ﬁidenﬁblogical development.
People still hoping to get their bivalent vaccines are also
chafing at the prospect of having to pay for the jabs, with -
the country no longer eligible for free vaccines from the
COVAX Facility. = il ng

f * g ke

The Maharlika and ICC are among the controversies
in Year One of Marcos 2.0 that are expected to continue
into his second year. :

_Another is food security, with the problems mainly
involving agriculture, the department that BBM has
ch%senwigm.ﬂewﬂl_ ve to take a firmer hand
thems ?vgatesa&xng,gldmeven‘ hlspeg&am
failure to lower the prices is due to the greed of people
close to thifPresiilent. 19, 5% & 0he 08

Then there's the onion cartel, whose members have -
been openly identified by lawmakers. The nation is still -
waiting for the promised indictment of the alleged cartel .
members for economic sabotage. ; ¥

The Marcos campaign’s slogan was babangon muli,
]w;vhich ;:lss ‘l]:o1een true for his clan; the elder Marcos’

uzzwords have risen again — Kadiwa, Ma sagana 99,

Those who knew the elder Marcos say BBM lacks the
magnetism of his father. Junior comes off with a laid-back
personality, almost bland and boring, which is actually
impressive considering that he bears the baggage of his -
family’s unrevised history. + 3 o

Seeiri}towiBBM led his family’s cular political -
comeback or pagbangong muli, non-administration forces
underestimate him at their own peril. Into his second year,
the opposition remains in disarray. '

The controversies and that “incomplete” assessment
notwithstanding, Marcos has retained his immense
lEuc:pularity:‘‘If\{ithﬂ'hl::s_._enm-m_ohs po]itiié:‘?ll,capieal, he can
ocus on making the co rise throu ent reforms.

If sigrificant natonal progyese is achizved be-haod net
rely on sloganeering and gimmickry to rehabilitate the
Marcos name.

— asa —
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 State of the nation

President Marcqé_ delivers

his second State of the Na-

tion Address today with the
state of COVID public health

emergency lifted, which should -

pave the way for full economic
reopening. The national debt,
however, which ballooned
to a record high mostly to fi-

. nance the pandemic réspbnse,
breached the P14-trillion mar
as of end-May.

Into his second yea,,;:ihji_i)'_i_'ﬁ'ce,_
the President still can’t trumpet

the fulfillment of his election

campaign promise of rice at
P20 a kilo, even in heavily sub-

sidized Kadiwa outlets. Food

prices continue to fuel high

inflation, which hit a 14-year-

high in January. Despite the
‘importation of nearly 500,000
-mefric tons of sugar, with ‘the
import process hounded by
controversy, prices of the basic
commodity have refused to
come down, affecting micro
and large enterprises alike.

At least onion prices have
gone down, although people
are still waiting for a conclu-
sive probe on what caused the

“is not out of the woods yet. The
ﬁ‘ lent, who has held on to his
. con W" rent post as agriculture
~ secretar hgpromlsed reforms
t farm productivity while
! * same time improving
the plight of farmers. For this,
climate change must also be
confronted. :

- The President is expected to

»

pitch the controversial Mahar- :

b g o

- lika Investment Fund, passed
in time for the SONA, even as
several groups are preparing to
challenge the MIF law before.
the Supreme Court. The gov-.
ernment has yet to dispel fears
that the MIF will turn into an-
‘other 1Malaysia Development
Berhad, the scandal-plagued

- sovereign wealth fund of Ma-
laysia, which Marcos will be
visiting tomorrow.

- There are so many things that
need fixing in this country, but
the government can’t even fix
‘the Ninoy Aquino International
Airport. There's a massive back-
log of vehicle license plates and

plastic driver's license cards.
The country is water insecure
and power rates are among the
‘highest in the region. :
- ' Even with the lifting of the
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COVID emergency, public
health care is woefully inad-
equate, and is aggravated by
the continuing exodus of nurses
and other health professionals.
Education is in crisis, affecting
national competitiveness and
many other aspects of life, with -
the problem worsened by the
COVID pandemic. Corruption,
according to Baguio Mayor Ben-
-jamin Magalong, is becoming
the norm. ,

The country faces an exter-
nal threat in the South China
Sea while internally, armed
violence remains rampant.
Despite the passage of laws to
ease doing business and attract
job-generating foreign invest-
ments, the laws are good mostly
on paper and investor response
has been underwhelming.

President Marcos has his work
cut out for him. g
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P15IKu  medyo malaki ilya, P500 o kahit
g% 000 ay kukulan ig‘g!a tsaarr1]g a;rmw’r,\a are:gkaln :
yon ang ikalawang State of the ation Address

f‘ 0 ni Presidente Bongbong Marcos at sa palagay
@i g 5 o lang bilang isang ordinaryong mamamayan, Umaasa
- Siy : ding ang 'bmgbasn, gra\? marami na mag-aanunsyo si Mareos ngﬂma gandang
tulad ng housing, haalth care, national secuﬁ[y rtahlr?enl safnasmabgbang ilihin. H|n|h|~
at iba pa. Pero unang: angsimrarmqm ‘kayat ni mm uel iri.si President
kalam. Sabi nga, ang[’em g laman ay ugat ng Maroos na ryan rﬂlsmq ang kal n:?a——ang pagpapa-
‘lahat ng karahasan nnahnangpresyo aSaFP

pagkain. Alam na alam ito ng mga m ngmharfan at kahit resudente ang ctmmrrbnt agnculture secretary
mga?moonasanaymamal mi narmnalengke mﬂgayonayﬁfﬂtaﬂsp&ﬂnaﬂgh&i&g

s s and
Be“’mma T di g; o diokanpe ashf| ﬁ”@mmmmggﬂm A TR,
I a. Angg

il i sapresyong alunggong na 98“""9 ibaba ng bilihin lalo pa't may nanala-
asa kung nsan s mangyari sabansa, mataas natrans-
%M p% o e umagbat na - ng %ﬁon o£ at pag-iral ng mga middlemen at carlal | bago'
Ang kangkong na noo’y P5 iang ay nag%(akahalgga na (: undan sa pahina 5)

AKSYON NGAYON... Mula pahina 4
makarating sa palengke ang bisang paraan. upang malulas

mga pafiinda‘ ang problema sa presyuhan
Naiisip ng iba, hlnfbisr
kfpag sa llang"ﬁafng %x)’m
guna ‘: E g "ga alal : fa U '.'

nMamus,Jr nahum’rapngma- the people Please‘?
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BAN S Kasama rinsa:mga - kondlayang pangkabu- sa Sl haliiga &y TR SR IS ¥\ ang kalagayan ng bansa’

i e Ni JO CA D::IEDUCTO mgg nak%aang hayanng ibat ibang sektor ] ™y A ang | sa fnﬁaingn. ang

gwm - ang ng pangulo an eabum@pwmnmm . it na konkreto at epekti-

A‘ ﬁangpag-hsad s mé%y na makapag-issue modonﬂsasyonatsa‘ : ; bo,-;ahm na direk-
ng kanyang admi- mgahlghlmlsng ng nasa 92 milyong na- "‘pagpapauniad sa kalidad

nistrasyon sa loob lamang nlyaangpa@mm'oon tionalIDssakalagfinaanng  ng public infrastructure. -
ng lsang taong panunung- kaumsmnslayumgrmg- taong 2023, Kaugnay nito,  Ipinangako rin ng.

' : ang unemploy-
SONA 2023' e
ng matatag na

%
B

ming Pﬂlplno.
kasama na fito
_ang estado ng

‘wa. May pag-asa pa nga
bang maiangat ito para
nationwide, pagkakumpiyansa ang makausad din ang buhay

Tinukoy din na mula pangulo sa ire-report niya - ng pamilyang Pinoy?

- nang makapaglagay ng sapublikokaugnaysapro-  Inaabangan din ang hak-
- Kadiwacentersnatutulong _ greso ng kanyang liderato. _ bang ng pamahalaan para
aamanlphonamagm .. llang araw bago ang higit na rnapﬁa‘hg(alma—
. abot-kaya ang panguna- ~ SONA, ilang kilos-protesta - paunlad ang edukasyon
hing pangangailangan sa -anginiunsadsahangaring. sa bansa, gayundin ang
. k ng lagda ng punong imprastraktura na nasimu- Ka ' kabila ng pagbulusok ng « iparating sa panguio ang tungkol sa  lumolobong
niyaay performance report - ehekutibo ang RA No. lan ng administrasyong ibat ibang bahagi ng ban- mga presyo ng bilihin sa  hinaing tungkol sa patuloy  utang nito. Sapinakahuling
na mmnwmag sa. 11953 0 ang N Agra-' Duterte. Nailathala na sa - sa sa kasalukuyan, mula merkado, sinasabingnasa na pagtaas ng presyo  tala nito lamang buwan ng

2 Kadiwa center sa bawat

kulan ang pahapyaw na mkdangrmratomnpwa iniulat ng Philippine Statistic | !
lungsod at munisipalidad nang nagpahayag ng

paglalarawan ni Pangulong  sa pagbabayad ng lupa Authority (PSA) na-nasa
Ferdinand “Bongbong” - at interes, nang sa gayon mahigit80 milyong Pilipina
"Marcos Jr. sa nilalaman ay hindi mabaon sa utang naang rehistrado sa Philip-
ng kanyang ikalawang ang mga benepisyaryong pine Identification System
State of the Nation Address  agrarian reform. (PhilSys) o national ID.
ngayon, Hulyo 24, 2023. Natupad ito nito lang ~ Samantala, ipinangako  at t

Sa mga panayam, Hulyo7ngtaong kasaluku- ﬂnrgpengmonahhdiu—' pu
sinabi ng pangulo na ang yan, makaraangpagtibayin  suspindihin ang anumang
napaka-simpleng speech

Pilipino na mnaari 1 nang lunsad angprograma = 924 kooperatibanangmga ng krudo, kasama na rin Pebrero taong kasaluku-
nmgmddaang - nagpaﬁaw gb s@ sa huling bahagi ng na- magsasaka ang sumusu-  ang bantang phaseout ng  yan, tinukoynanasaP13.42
ba ngayon, hindi lang sa 5 3?; isong  kakah taon. pang. portasainisyatibongitong ‘mga jeepney at iba pang  trillion o katumbas ng
kung paano gumagana sa 3 rite s awigin ito ' ‘gobyerno. ' Isyung transportasyon sa - $246.34 bilyong dolyar ang
ang sistema, Kkung 'paano  rian reform bene habang 71 ay mula sa -ugnayan ang ' Ang mga nabanggit bansa. general debt ng Pilipinas.

kumikilos ang gobyerno, Alinsunod sa naturang Duterte administration. ~ Department of Agriculture . ay ilan lamang sa mga ip- Samantala, umaasa Alamin ang kabuuang
kundi maging kung paano  batas, mahigit sa 600,000 Ang lahat ng ito ay sa LGUs at mag-alok ng - nangako ng kasalukuyang. namansmiba'tbangsek ulat sa bayan ng ika-
nakikita at hinusgahan ito na.mga magsasaka ang bahagi ng Build Better - hanggang P1 milyongpiso administrasyon at pagkikig tor punan na kasama_ Bt pitpng,pangulq mg
saintemational community. tinukoy na malaya na sa More program na may para sa pagpapatayo ng nito sa nakalipas naisang sa %@lang-dlh saikala- sa ya!u 20
Matatandaan na sa pagkakautang. layuning ma-improve ang Kadiwa stores. Ang na- - taon. % 5. wang SONA ng pangulo SONA- e 8 0 X
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Pilipino Star

asampolan na
kayan&‘aggl Smli lers?

NGAYON_ ng ikalawan e Nation Ad-
{A) ni Pres;tﬂ Marcos Jr.

hayan at m::ltr?ﬂnmng kumalam ang sllam':tga
inaasahan ngayon ng mamamayan ay iu
rinng pinangako sa unang

yonsaPm-

Mp:m‘“ﬁ“ "*"?"EE A

|-

farm-to-ma
. ani. Makahagong lohiya ang i lala para
magkaroon. nan sr:ﬁanang ani. Sa pamamagitan

daw a it na aangkat ng bigas ang Pili-
%egbl olnaan ng Prosldenntg na mablggatsa
wang kalooban na umangkat ng bigas at iba

al;f agri products.
ay natupad at meron%hlndlsa plnanﬂmko ni
kanyang u

R —

Marcos sa
niyang SONA, nananal mamamayan na Iubu-

lw\algtt sa E?:dan ang da tuunan reel :

l dama dakma sa mga agri smugdlars
| Kapag nah na ang mga ‘smugglers, dito magsi-
simula Iuhparan nangako ni Marcos.
Dapat maumpolang smuggiers sa
| pagkakataong ito

ms& kamah' ngm sasaka.
‘nilagdaan ni [ ang itas na |

ng
ra madallng mailuwas ang-
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Climate-tech firm rolls out biochar
solution in Cavite poultry farm

ASTEX, a climate-tech company
' Woperating in the Philippines and

Indonesia, saiditrolled outabiochar
solution in a poultry farm in Cavite.

The company said it pilot tested biochar,

a charcoal-like and carbon-rich substance
derived from biomass, which can boost the
performance of the poultry industry-and help
* achieve sustainable farming techmqt:es

“The outcomes of our solution

implementation at the'| ‘poultry farm have

exceeded our initial expectations. While we
anticipated operational improvements and
benefits from the generationand sale of carbon
credits, the additional income and savings.
' resultmg from decreased mortality rates and
reduced beddinguse will farsurpass the carbon
credit proceeds;”said Pawel Kuznicki, Founder
and CEO of WasteX.

“We are currently working with several
other poultry farms in the Philippines and
Indonesia to expand the implementatidn of
our solution.”

While still nascent in:the Philippines,
the company said biochar technology has

already received positive reception and -

full support from the government. The
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR),
for instance, has expressed eagerness to
prumute biachar as a green alternative to
chemical fertilizer. «

[talsosaid theDepartmentoffnwronment 758

.

and Natural Resources (DENR) isstill looking

atways to widely promote the use of biochar
among farmers.

Citing data from the Bureau of Animal
Industry, WasteXsaid thereare 1,593 registered
poultry farms in the Philippines.

Biochar is produced from rice husk and
poultry litter using WasteX's proprietary

equipment at one of Pitik’s farms. The

biochar was then incorporated into the

farm's operations in two ways: as a bedding

additive of up to 10 percent of the total -

bedding, and as a feed supplement of up
to 2 percent of the feed.
The supplementation of bedding with

| up to 10 percent biochar led to substantial

improvements in the farm's broiler chicken
production.

“The results were impressive, with a
25-percent reduction in chlcken mortallty
rate, a 30-percent decrease in overall bedding
use, and the farm achieving the highest-ever
recorded value in its Performance Index.
Furthermore, there was a slight decrease in
the feed conversion ratio or FCR"

Additionally, by supplementingthe feed

- with upto2 percent biochar, the poultry farm

experiencedanear-completeeradicationofthe
E. coli population, contributing to enhanced
biosecurity measures and healthier poultry,
according to the company.
© WasteX's pilot findings revealed that total
benefits for a 20,000-chicken farm would
amount to more than $5,000 or P275,000
annually in additional savings and income.
“Given the slim margins of a typical
poultry farm, adopting this new practice
could significantly improye fanners profits
and livelihood.” _
Furthermore, WasteX “guarantees”carbon
credits to its clients for the entire biochar
production and application, amounting to
$50 or about P2,750 per metric ton of biochar.
This could translate to up to $2,000 or about
P110,000 perfarm per year,lncennvlnngfarms

‘to adopt this innovative solution.

Biochar is entitled to carbon credits
because it captures and stores.carbon for
extended periods to help mitigate climate
change. If applied at full scale, biochar.could
transform 'the agricultural industry into a
carbon-negative and climate-positive sector.
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DOJ: Authority of Bangsamoro govt over irrigation systems limited to CIS

‘BY'JOEL R. SAN JUAN
YW@jrsanjuanlS73

that the authority of the Bangsamoro

government over irrigation systems in
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM)islimited onlyto communal
irrigation systems (CIS).

'I" HEDepartmentoflustice (D0J) hasdedared

Thus,.the DOJ ruled, only properties and -

assetsconfined to CIS should be turned over to
the Bangsamoro government by the National
Irrigation Administration (NIA).

The DOJs legal opinion was issued in
response. to the request of Deputy Executive
Secretary Naealla Bainto Aguinaldo’s as
‘a result of the letter of NIA Administrator
Eduardo Guillen seeking clarification on the
transfer of its properties and assets to the
BARMM, pursuantto RepublicAct (RA) 11054,
otherwise known as the BARMM Law.

Prior to this, NIA received a letter

on October 30, 2022 from Engr. Ariel
Cayanan, Undersecretary for Operations of
the Department of Agriculture (DA), referring
the letter of then Finance Secretary Carlos
G. Dominguez “requesting for the transfer
of properties and assets” of the NIA Office
Buildingin Cotabatoidentified by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheriesand Agrarian Reform
(MAFAR- BARMM).

In response, NIA Administrator Ricardo
Visaya, now. retired, issued Memorandum
Circular No. 003, Series of 2022 creating a
Technical Working Group (NIA-TWG) to work
with its counterpart in the BARMM on the
possible transfer of properties and assets to
the BARMM.

However, the NIA and the Bangsamoro
Government Intergovernmental Relations
Body (IGRB) have conflicting views on the
interpretation of Section 37, Article XII|
(Regional Economy and Patrimony) (“Section
37")and Section 11, Article XVI (Bangsamoro

Transition Authority) of the BARMM Law.

The NIA expressed beliefthat the authority.
granted to the Bangsamoro Government in _

Section 37 is limited to CIS.

IGRB claims that the authority of the
Bangsamoro government is not limited to
(IS, and that the properties and assets to be
transferredtothe lattershouldinclude, among
others, the NIA Office Buildingin Cotabato City.

Despite several meetings, the NIA and
IGRB failed to resolve their opposing views,
thus, the request for the DOJ's legal position.

In declaring that the authority of the
Bangsamoro government is limited only to
(IS, the DOJ noted that under Section 2 of
RA 360, the law creating NIA, the authority to
operate, maintainandadministerall national
irrigation systems s vested in the NIA.

Likewise, the said provision gives NIA
the authority to temporarily administer all
government-funded communal and pump
irrigation systems.

Section 2, ArticleV of theBARMM Law, has
authorized the Bangsamoro government to
exercise its power over the irrigation systems
inthe Bangsamoro Autonomous Region (BAR).

“Reconcilingthe two (2) provisions, while
Section2, ArticleV ofthe BARMM Law provides
that the BG has authority over the irrigation
systems in the BAR, by the express provision
of Section 37, it is the National Government
(NG) which retains its authority over NIS,”
the DOJ said in a legal opinion signed by

Undersecretary Nicholas Felix Ty.
“Nothing in the powers and functions
of the MAFAR can be considered as similar -

to the NIA's primary mandate to construct,
improve, rehabilitateand administerirrigation
systems,” it added.

Thus, the D0J said, absent the existence of
anyagencyorofficeinthe BAR thatis primarily
responsible in:irrigation development and -
management, NIA's personnel, propertiesand
assets cannot be disposed of to the MAFAR. *
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DA: Risk maps to help planters cope with El Nifo impact

HE Departmentongrlculture
T(DA) said its attached agency
had designed maps that would
identifyareasthatmay sufferdrought
and dry spells due to El Nifio.
Agriculture Undersecretary for
Rice Industry Development Leoca-
dio Sebastian said the risk maps aim
to guide farmers in their planting
dec1stons
" Sebastian ‘said the PHilippine Rice
Research Institute (PhilRice) would
map out all areas of the country that
couldbe hitbydroughtsand dryspells.
' This could guide local government
units (LGUs) and regional offices on
thekind ofinterventions thatitwould

implement in affected areas.

“PhilRice has been sending out to
farmcommunztlesaroundthecountry
its ‘Be Water Smart’ magazine con-
taining information of varieties and
ways to optimize water use to mmgate
the impact of El Nifio.”

The DA official said the maga-
zine contains previous experiences
of farmers, particularly on how they
coped with calamities and adverse
weather conditions. -

+ It also has information on seed

varieties that are heat or drought -

tolerant and under what soil condi-
tions they can be planted, including
the experience of Vietnam in using

climate-smart maps to address its,

drought problem.

PhilRice Deputy Director for De-
velopment Karen Barroga said the
agency has been disseminating satel-
lite-based data of ricearea, production
andyieldtolocalgovernmentsand DA
regional field offices so that they can
be adequately guided on how to adjust

their cropping calendars and onwhat

interventions to give.
“Thesedata, were weatherpatterns

obtained and analyzed by the PRISM

[Philippine Rice Information System]
team—to LGUs and their extension

workers and DA regional field officers

down to the municipalities so they

«canadequatelyguide farmers on seed

varieties to plant based on available '

water supply.”
' PRISM, ‘a Bureau of Agricultural *'

Research- funded project with the -

International Rice Research Institute

andisnowmanagedby PhilRice,isthe = -
firstricemonitoring systeminSouth-""'

east Asia that uses satellite imagery

and mformat:on and communica-
tion tec'hnology, crop modeling and

smartphones. '

. Through PRISM, the extent of
standing cropsand the different crop
stages all over the country can also
be known, Barroga said. - ‘

RaadeeSS. Sausa
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HE first borderinspection fa-

I cilityforagriculturalimports
L. will make it easier for the
Philippines to secure its borders and
prevent the entry of transboundary
animaldiseases, according to govern-

ment officials.
Department of Agriculture (DA)

officials also said the Cold Exami-

nation Facility in Agriculture (Cefa)
“signals to the world the Philippines’s
commitment toimplementing mean-
ingful reforms in the agriculture
sector.” '

The DA hasallotted P2.3 billion in
its 2023 budget for the construction of
the facility, which would include hubs
in Cebu and Davao. The Cefa, which
will house “state-of-the-art testing
laboratories,” aims to strengthen
the country’s capability to conduct
first border inspections and improve
its examination of containerized ag-
ricultural commodities and prevent
smuggling.
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“Allimportedagri-fisheryproducts
are to undergo a 100 percent exami-
nation by the various food regulators
like the Bureaus of Animal Industry
[BAT], Plant Industry [BPI], Fisheries
and AquaticResources [BFAR], as well
as the National Meat Inspection Ser-
vice [NMIS],” DA Assistant Secretary
James Layug said during the signing
of thememorandum ofunderstanding
(MOU) on Cefa last July 20. '

“From the port of entry, the com-
modities are brought to the various
cold storage. facilities, which are
beyond our supervision...the CEFA
makes it easier to secure theborders.”

The DA partnered with Pacific
Roadlink Logistics Inc. (PRLI) for
the construction of the country’s
first border inspection facility on
its property at General Alejo Santos
Highway, Angat, Bulacan.

- Under the MOU, the PRLI allows
the government touse foramaximum

of25years,its 10-hectareland for the

Cefa, which will include a laboratory,
incinerator, containeryard, and truck
parking, among others.

AS b DE

The facility will be operated by
the DA’s Food Safety and Regulatory
Agencies, BAI, BPI, BFAR and NAMIS.
Its construction is expected to be fin-

_ished within 6 to 8 months,

The facility will initially function
asa24-hour Off-Dock Custom Facility
to handle agricultural iniportations
from the country’s two main ports:
Port of Manila and Manila Interna-
tional Contamer Port
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Once operational, the DA said the
facility is expected to employ about
1,500-2,000 unskilled workers iin
Bulacan.

‘A good step forward’

DISEASES that threaten the country's
agricultural sector can now be more
effectively averted by Cefa, according
to the chief of the Senate agriculture
panel. Senator Cynthia Villar made

this pomt in her inaugural speech
at the recent groundbreaking rites
launching Cefa.

‘Villar, whose committee has held

s ]

numerous hearings and investiga-

tionsonrampant smuggling of farm
gobds, and the ability of unscrupu-
lous importers to bring in diseased
animal meat, joined Senior Agri-
culture Undersecretary Domingo
Panganiban in the groundbreaking

that farm groups have hailed as “a

good step forward.” !
“Thisis the first,and we hope that
we will be at the groundbreaking cer-
emonies of theother two moreinspec-
tion facilities to be putup in Cebuand

‘Davao,” shesaid. “Thegroundbreaking

and MOU signing for the establish-
ment our very first border control
facilityisamilestone for our country.”

Villar said Cefa complies with the
Food Safety Act of 2013 or Republic
Act 10611. “The lack of adherence to
the Food Safety Act of 2013 has led
to the inadequate management of
the African swine fever challenge,
and created a risk of other diseases

in nlivestocke entenng the Philippines.” -

- With _the construction of Cefa, £
the senator said the risk of diseases f;
and other potential threats to the -

: Phﬂlppme agriculture sector will be

mlmmmed |

Through the comprehensive ex-
amination and inspection protocols,
she said Cefa willbe “a crucial tool”in -
detecting and preventing the spread
of diseases in livestock, reducing the

likelihood of outbreaks.

’Thié, in_e. said, is “a proactive ap-
proach” that will protect the agricul-
tural sector and local communities
from potential epidemics, ensuring
the stability of food production.

All developed countries, Villar
noted, have these facilities as part of
their strengthened food safety and

quarantine, inspection regulations.

Apart from the laboratories, the
senator said the facility will also fea-
turea c'fém_atorium to ensure the safe
disposal of confirmed agricultural

‘commodities with quarantine viola-
" tions, if these cannot be returned -
- toorigin.
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P9-M DAM TO INCRE
 OUTPUTIN CAGAYAR

SANTA ANA, Cagayan To buost food
productlon the P9-rnillmn Department
of Agriculture {DA)-funded San Juan
 diversion dam in San Juan village here
was enrnprletedaand turned over to the
local government unit (LGU) in this
coas‘_cal town.

DA Reglon'ai‘FieId Office 2 (DA-RF02)
Executive Director Narciso Edillo said
the dlverklrm dam, which will be under

the management of the LGU here led by
Mayor Nelson Robinion, has the capacrty'

to supply water irrigation to some 30
farmer beneficiaries.

“Edillo also said the 53-meter Iong
dam, which was ﬁnally turned over on
Friday, Ju!y 21,2023, is located at San
Juan sub-village of Barangay Casamba-
langan in this town under the General
Apprapnatinns Act of 2023 )

“In ourmestforfood security, we need
to increase production. Indoingso,weneed

 small-holding farmers of Santa Ana,

" ingand ﬁshmg community, is a mrx of

L4 JuL 2023
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irrigation. This diversion dam will ase the

waterleleland redrrectittoynmﬁelds, Edillo
during the turmover.

Robrmo‘n thanked the DA-RF02, =

saying “this pro;e;:rmeaﬁsa lot to the: .

especially (asambalangan.”
He also said Casambalangan, afarm- -

agricultural and commercial economy.

“Most of the commercial and indus-
trial activities are at Casambalangan s
Port Irene within the Cagayan Special
Economic Zone,” Robinion added.

He said some of its agricultural and
aquatic pmducts are rice, corn, peanut,
fish, lumber and shells and thus with
the San Juari diversion dam, the farmers
can improve their rice y|e1ds

HARVEST BQOSTER ASS-meterlongdam
beneﬁtingBOfamerbeneﬁdnrieshasbeentumdwerbyﬂreDepamm
of Agriculture Regional Field Office 2 headed by Executive Director Nardso -
Ediﬂn(semndfmmﬂght)tottnlocalgmnmentunitofSamAna,(agayan
headed by Mayor Nelson Robinion (fourth from left) on Friday, July21, 2023

: CONTRIBUTED PHOTO |

Juan Casambalangan Farmers Assoaaﬂonmc.
The DA-RF02 said the construction of

- was ﬁnis'h'ed on July 12, 2023 with the
technical assistance of DA-RF02 Agricul-

ftwas Hobrnronwho requstedthe HEreriay ; i
construction of the diversion damfmmthe the diversion dam that has a service area tural Engineering | Division. -
DA-RFUZtO he]pmememm ofrheSan of 46 hectares started March 6, 2023 and LEANDER C DOMINGO
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crop losses, reduced food supplies,
and vater resources depleton.But

ca;;; als::» Mueisei yield fan some
; unw%gnmhml]ndmwﬁmy
melmJndm&yMopmtheo-
cadio Sebastian sald in a statement
ouﬁanndﬁy & vlat:aani2
“Wemonlytaﬂnngaboubncem
| ‘mm&mbuﬁnﬂmfedamp-
Jland sites corn and monggo (mung
bmn.} muldfﬂmve alongmnhmny
other root crops,” he said.
F Sebagnm notedethatqwhen Bl
i tomoderate, like what
ocamed in 2002, 20q4, and 2007,
| mpfpmdumanmnmll increase.
1M&themkﬂtﬂmaiof 2019
ines in output in non-

¢ inigated’amsnpmdummm irri-
ganednee fields increased,” he said.

~ Healso nmad‘thammnywwfhet
bm ‘higher palay (unmilled rice)
 yields and better milling recovery
f:em palaijaimst Wlth berter

m Ao

"mgmlldBlNd'm pa |4y pro uiin
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»osemthetalleﬂdsoflmga-'

Smce 2000, seven Nmo ep;-'

2010 2015and 2016 and2019 Dm-

sﬁﬂmmedstidlaslhzmﬂ,m
an&lﬂﬂ'?‘ D3RR YT d 110 w(;,l.

© DA é_itedthe ad&mfmm;the Phil-
mﬁmwhnhonm(?,&@
showing palay production in 2001
was at 12.95 million metric tons
(MT), rising o 13.27 million MTip
2002, an El Nifio year. Palay output
a]rmnchedﬂ;p,m 14.5 million MT
m.‘ZOﬂd’,anoﬂleriElNﬁeymM _
13.50 million MTn 2003, and from
11533m11h0nM1‘m2 06,10 16.24
“million MT in 2067;, also Mh@
Nmmpetmstpng.m 5 sldizeny

~ “Production mcmmdd after the
2915-2016 El Nino more dmma;g-
cally at 19.28 million MT in 2017,
dropping in the 2019 El Nino:tp
18.81 million MT before recover-

“mggrmmdm 119.29 mﬂlmmMI‘m ‘

2029. msa:d.> i 1',3';1," v
the PhﬂlppmeAnnosphenoﬁm-
phymmlmdmanmm@.
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‘Rethink pro-import{stance on rice’

THE government must rethink
its pro-import policy on nce as
two ofthe-world’s top s

of the grain intend to slash the.
volumes that will be.made avail-
able for global trade, according
to the Samahang Industnya ng
Agrikultura (SINAG).

~ Last week, India ordered a stop
to its largest rice export category
to limit the increase in domestic
prices. Vietnam said last May it
will cut annual rice exports by 44
percent by 2030, citing the need
to boost exports of higher quality
rice while also ensuring domestic
supply and environmental protec-
tion. :

“Seven years is still a long time
but we must change the narrative
now. The most crucial is for the
country’s economic team to accept
that they failed miserably in-equating

unlimited rice importation and
lowering rice tariffs as our'primal
solution to combat inflation. Rice
is a vulnerable global commodity
since less thad 10 percent of all
. production are traded globally,”
* Jayson Cainglet, SINAG executive
director, said in a statement.
According to Cainglet, the
_ international rice market is con-
sidered “very thin” with only five

major rice exporting countries:

India, Vietnam, Thailand, Pakistan

Several varieties of rice are sold in a public market in Manila on June 26, 2023. Farm groups say guvemn‘]ent incentives
have helped reduce the cost of production of palay. (Photo by ROLLYSA[VADOR)

and Myanmar.

“The decision of India, with 30
percent of global rice production,
and Vietnam, with 15 percent of
total fice exports but (comptise) 80
to 85 percent of our rice imports,
will heavily impact on all net fice
importing countries, especially the
Philippines, if we continue policies
that incentivize a few privileged
importers and favored traders,”
Cainglet warned.

SINAG said the governmcnt

to local rice producers apart
from incentivizing local ‘millers
to promote food sovéreignty
and veer away from dcpendcncc
to imports.

“The last two cropping séasons
have been very positive to our rice
farmers because of the extended
help of the private sector buying
palay from P21 per kilogram (kg)
and up and the increased fuel and
fertilizer subsidies’ from the gov-

rice that entered the country
in' 2022, 3.18 million MT or 83
petcent was from Vietnam while
10,094.54 MTT or only 0.26 percent
was from India.

. As of July 13, a rotal.of 1.89
million MT of imported rice has

arrived in the country, with the °
bulk at 88.9 percent or 1.68 hil- .

lion MT from Vietnam: and E’g
C

’ 1202389M”I'or064 p%r ¢

Eremlndxa“, s

. P42 to P49 perk

toring by the DA in the Nationtl
Capital Region as of Friday, the per
kilogram price of imported tice
ranges from P48 to P58 for special
variety, P45 to P50 for premium

and P41 to P48 for well milled.

No data is available on the. pnce
of regular milled rice.

For local rice, thé's
costs P48 to P60 pe

,to P49 per kg; -:

ernment. Farmgate prices have
increased and cost of producing
palay has been reduced because of
these interventions,” Cainglet said.

“These developments are en-

‘couraging ‘farmers to plant and

morte institutional support from
the DA (Department of Agricul-
ture) would further encourage the
local rice industry,” Cainglet added.

Based on data from the Bureau
of Plant Industry, of the 3.83 mil-

- lion metric tons (MT) of imported
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BARMM gov’t has

no authority.

ove'r

NIA propertles DOJ

The Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Min-
danao (BARMM) vernment

cannot assume authorit
all properties of the N
al Imgauon Administration
(NIA) situated in the region

due tolawsand jurisprudence,

according to the Department
of Justice (DOJ).

In a legal opinion written
by Justice Undersecretary
Nicholas Felix Ty, the DOJ said
the BARMM may take con-
trol only of communal irriga-
tlon s’cems (CIS), which are

-scale and constructed

w1th the participation of the
farmer-beneficiaries.”

- . The DQJ sent the legal opin-

1ontoDeputyExecutlveSecre—

administration

tary for general
Naealla Aguinaldo.
The legal opinion ad-
dressed the failure of both
the NIA and the BARMM's
intergovernmental relations
body to resolve the conflict
over the transfer of all Prop-
erties and assets of the irriga-
tion agency to the BARMM.
- The NIA maintains that
the propertles that should be
turned over to the BARMM

=are limited to CIS. |
- The BARMM insisted oth-
erwise and wanted the NIA

. 'building in Cotabato City to

_be placed under its jurisdic-
tion, citing provisions of the

Bangsamoro Organic Law.:

After reviewing applicable
laws, the DOJ said that the

- BARMM'’s authority over

the-irrigation system in the
reglon extends only to CIS.

The DOJ said only prop-
erties and assets confined to
CIS should be turned over to
the Bangsamoro government.

The NIA will maintain and
operate national irrigation
systems, which are “lar
and medium schemes,”

DOJ said.

It said there was 1o agency
created in the BARMM that
performs functions similar
to the NIA.

Even the BARMM's Mm

istry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Agrarian Reform — the
Department of Agriculture’s
counterpart in the Bangsam-
oro government — does not
perform NIA’s functions, the
DOJ said.

—Neil ]ays;)n Servallos
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BUSINESSMIRROR AGRI PAGE, REPORTER
INDUCTED INTO“BINHI" HALL OF FAME

STAYING true to its vision of
providing a broader look at today's
business enabled the
BusinessMirror to
achieve a rare

feat in Philippine
agricultural
journalism history:
having two Hall of
Fame inductees on a
single night.

The BusinessMirror's
Agri-Commodities page,
which is edited by Associate
Editor Jennifer A. Ng, was inducted
into the Hall of Fame of the Binhi
Awards of the Philippine Agricultural
Journalists (PAJ) last Thursday.

It was elevated to the PAJ's
Hall of Fame for winning the Best
Agriculture Section of a National
Newspaper award for four years
(2015, 2016, 2018 and 2019).

BusinessMirror reporter
Jasper Emmanuel Y. Arcalas was

ARCALAS

also inducted into the Hall of Fame for
bagging the Agricultural Journalist of the
Year award for three consecutive years
(2018, 2019 and 2020).

This is Arcalas's second Hall of Fame
award. In 2021, he received the Oriental
Leaf Award and joined the Bright Leaf
Hall of Fame.

PAJ said awardees are elevated to
the Hall of Fame after winning the top
prize in the same category of the Binhi
awards thrice.

Arcalas also won the 2023
Binhi's Rice Story of the Year
Award for his story titled
“PHL to WTO: Rice trade
liberalization regime stays as
is" (https:/businessmirror.com.
ph/2022/12/22/phl-to-wto-rice-
trade-liberalization-regime-
stays-as-is/). The story discussed
the current administration’s
policy regarding the
Philippines’s current liberalized
rice trade regime, which started
in 2019 following the enactment of
the landmark Republic Act 11203 or
the Rice Trade Liberalization Act.

BusinessMirror Senior Editor
Dennis D. Estopace represented the
newspaper during the awarding
ceremony held at the National Food
Authority auditorium in Quezon City
on July 20.

The Binhi Awards was
sponsored by conglomerate San
Miguel Corp.
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HE national

government needs to

work “double time” in
terms of looking for cheap
and accessible sources of rice
imports in light of the decision
of Vietnam and India to limit
rice exports, according to local
economists.

T. OF AGRICULTURE

L must work double time’
ice exporters cut back

Dela Salle University economist
Maria Ella Oplas noted that Viet-
namaccounts foraround 70 percent
of the country's rice imports while
India accounts for 3 percent.

Giventheamountofriceimports
from these two countries, local
economists said Filipinos should
soon brace for higher rice prices.

“Unlesswefind newcheaperrice
supphes it will deﬁmtely raise im-
ported rice prices,” Oplas said. “It
is not only the Philippines who will
look for supply soit's expected that
prices will go up. Our government
should work double time.” )

Universityof Asiaand the Pacific
economist Senen Reyes told the
BUSINESSMIRROR the government
should explore bilateral trade talks
with potential sources of rice.

“Theactualimpact of the EINino

willbea factor inthe priceincrease
though some say that Vietnam's
outputwill be stable thus price will
be good,” Reyes said.

Ateneo de Manila University
Leonardo Lanzona said this is a
significant challenge for the coun-
try 31mplybecause the government

“simply allowed imports” wn:hout
helping farmers.

“The government should turn
problems into opportunities for
greater efficiency and inclusivity,
and not turn its back on issues by
means of easy and palliative solu-

_tions. Weneedtogobacktotheroot

of the problems,” Lanzona said.
“It will be less costly and risky
for the farmers if the government
were to recommend and develop
new technologies that result in
greater production,” he added.
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Customs seizes

P24-B smuggled
goods in H1

By CHINO LEYCO

he Bureau of Customs
(BOC) carried out anti-
smugglmg operations
in the first half of the
year, resulting in the confisca-
tion of illicit goods, including

agricultural products and to-

bacco, with an estimated value
of nearly P24 billion.

In a report, Customs Com-
missioner Bienvenido Y. Rubio
.said the bureau, which con-
tributes about a quarter of the
government’s income, con-

ducted anti-smuggling opera-

tions that led to 603 seizures
valued at P23.851 billion from
January to June 2023.
Rubio said Customs seized
a variety of commodities, in-
cluding counterfeit products,
agricultural goods, tobacco
products, illegal drugs, and
general merchandise.
' Notable seizures included
P86 million worth of misde-
clared sugar from Hong Kong
at Subic Port last March 15;
P1.4 billion worth of imported
cigarettes at a Sulu warehouse
last March 2; and P3.8 million

worth of shabu intercepted at a

warehouse in NAIA last May 8.

The fuel marking program
implemented by Customs also
showed notable advancement,

as it successfully marked 9.42

billion liters of fuel, equivalent

to P114.53 billion in duties and-

taxes.

. Rubio said this achieve-
ment has effectively combated
illicit fuel trade in the country.

Furthermore, the bureau
demonstrated firm resolve in
dealing with customs law vio-
lators by revoking the accredi-
tation of 33 customs brokers
and 85 importers, .

In addition, 74 criminal
complaints were filed with the

Department of Justice (DOJ),
while two administrative com-
plaints were lodged with the
Professional Regulation Com-
mission against individuals
who violated customs laws.

Rubio said the strength-
ened collaborations with the
DOJ to improve prosecution
measures.

Since assuming office in

February, Rubio has placed
a high priority on modern-

izing the Customs’ systems
and streamlining customs
processes.

This effort has yielded an
impressive digitalization rate
of 96.39 percent for 160 out
of 166 customs procedures

‘outlined in the 2021 Citizen’s

Charter. .

Ongoing ICT projects, in-
cluding the E-Service Catalog
System, Document Manage-
ment System, Over Staying
Cargo Tracking System, Au-
tomated Export Declaration
System (AEDS), and Customs
Auction Monitoring System,

contribute to increased effi- -

ciency and transparency.
Customs’ endeavors to
streamline procedures and
improve trade facilitation have
produced outcomes as the
Philippines has ascended 17
spots in the World Bank Logis-
tics Performance Index (LPI),
now ranking 43rd out of 139
countries. :
During the period of Janu-
ary to June, Customs exceeded
its revenue target by recording

a total collection of P433.433

billion, surpassing the goal by
3.04 percent or P12.768 billion.

Rubio attributed this ac-

complishment to the agency’s
enhanced system for deter-
mining customs’ value, re-

sulting in a higher rate of

assessment.
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Senate aims
to pass 20
priority bills
by December
2023 — Zubiri

~ The Senate is ready to hit the
ground running and pass priority
bills and other key pieces of legisla-
tion when it opens the Second Regular
Session of the 19th Congress today,
according to Senate President Juan
Miguel “Migz” Zubiri,
~ Amongthe priority bills the
intends to pass before the end of the
year include the proposed Public-
Private Partnership Act, which will
amend Republic Act No. 6957 or the
“Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)”
ggmﬂxgpéréajﬁgnnofm_aﬁdﬂalnis%asé
prevention Management _ o
Authority; the p"i%poséd' »12

Internet Transactions Act; the es-
tablishment of the Medical Reserve
Corps and the Virology Institute of the
Philippines; the reinstatement of the
mandatory Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC) Program; and the bill
revitalizing the country’s salt industry.

Also up for deliberations are the

proposed Real Property Valuation and
Assessment Reform Act; the proposed
E-Governance and E-Government
Act; Ease of Paying Taxes Act; the
National Government Rightsizing Act;
Automatic Income Classification of
Local Government Units; and the bills
providing for a Unified System for
Separation, Retirement and Pension of
Militaryand Uniformed Services; and a
New Philippine Passport Law.

The Senate is also aiming to pursue
the passage of the proposed Waste-to-
Energy Act; Magna Carta of Filipino
Seafarers; the proposed “Trabaho Para
Sg Bayan” Act; as well as the Anti-
Financial Scamming Act, and proposed
amendments to the Bank Secrecy Law.

“We made a commitment that, on
the part of the Senate, we will pass
20 priority bills by December, 2023,”
Zubirisaid.

. “We need to hit the ground run-
ning,” the Senate leader stressed.

Zubiri also said the Upper Chamber
is determined to pursue the bill in-
creasing the daily minimum wage of
workers through a legislated nation-

wide wage hike to help uplift the lives
of Filipinos.

£ 4 JuL 2023
Page:

The Senate leader has been push-
ing for a 150 minimum ivage hike
for Metro Manila workers and other
regions.

The Senate will also push for the
third reading passage of the Philippine
Defense Industry Development Act
(PDIDA), Cybersecurity Act, and pro-
posedamendmentstothe procurement
provisions of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AEP) Modernization Act.

The Senate will also continue to
uphold and stand for the Philippines’
sovereign rights over the West
Philippine Sea by passing a resolution
supporting calls for the government to
bring the country’s grievances against
China’s incursions in Philippine wa-
ters before the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).

“The Senate is the last bastion of

| democracy. It is important to main-

tain independence,” the Senate chief
reiterated.

House assures quick
passage of 2024 budget

House Speaker Martin Romualdez
has guaranteed the swift approval of
another proposed national budget, this
time for the year 2024.

Five weeks of "solid work" should
be enough to complete the chamber’s
work on the national budget, the
precursor of which is the National
Expenditure Program (NEP), he said.

""Maybalitanaang DBM (Department
of Budget and Management) ay magsu-
sumite ng ating 2024 budget na NEP,
National Expenditure Program, a week
after the SONA (State of the Nation
Address)," Romualdez said.

""Pag nangyari po yan, sigurado

tatapusin natin yung budget before the
break, our October break (If that hap-
pens, for sure we will finish the budget
before the break, our October break).

"Kaya (That's why) we average at
least five weeks of solid work on the
budget deliberations, considerations,
and review and approval through the
third reading," Romualdez said.

The budget process in the House
— which possesses the power of the
purse — typically beginswith hearings
bytl}e Committee on Appropriations on
the individual budgets of the different
departments and agencies.

The House had already carried out |

what Romualdez called "pre-NEP con-
sultations" with various departments
even before the sine die adjoumnient
of the first regular session last May 31.

"So, we are confident with the
processes and protocols and the proce-
dures that we have namatatapos natin
ang ating national budget 2024 (thatwe
will be able to finish the national budget
2024), that is the most important piece
of legislation," the Speaker said.

=
\(

1

!

The NEP 2024 is pegged at P5.768
trillion. In comparison, the enacted
2023 budget law — also known as the
General Appropriations Act (GAA) —
is worth P5.268 trillion, the largest
national budget in Philippine history.
It was the first full-year outlay of the
Marcos administration.

50 pending bills

Camarines Sur 2nd district Rep.

LRay Villafuerte is prodding senators
to act on close to 50 bills, including 30
that are considered priority measures
of the Marcos administration, thathave
already been passed by the House of
Representatives.

wrheapprovalof thisslewof priority
andnon-priority bills this second regu-
Jar session of the 19th Congress would
go a long way in helping President
Marcos achieve his government’s para-
mount goals of achieving a strong and
sustainable economy post-pandemic,"
villafuerte said.

According to Villafuerte, there are
at least 47 bills composed of 30 Marcos
priority measures and17 otherbills that
the Senate needs to tackle.

villafuerte, majority lead-
er of the powerful Commission on
Appointments (CA), noted that the
House of Representatives had already
passed these measures on third and
final reading during the first regular
session of the 19th Congress.

“This call for expeditious yet ex-
haustive action on priority and other
essential bills pending in the Congress
that are supportive of the President’s
‘Peace and Prosperity’ visionisinkeep-
ing with the full backing of the NUP
(National Unity Party) for Mr. Marcos’
legislative agenda as well as for the
House leadershipunder Speaker Martin
[Romualdez],” Villafuerte said. !

Villafuerte believes that pursuing
the Marcos administration's legislative
agenda would lead to the creation of
jobs, improvement of Filipinos' stan-
dard of living, enhancement of peace
and order, and stronger resilience of
the country against climate change and
future external shocks.
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By LOUELLA DESIDERIO

s

The Association of South-
east Asian Nations + 3 Mac-
roeconomic Research Office
(AMRO) said it may be too
soon to claim victory over
food price inflation in the
ASEAN+3 given risks to glob-
al food prices posed by uncer-
tainties in the Russia-Ukraine
war and the El Nifio weather
phenomenon.

“It may be premature for
ASEAN+3 economies to claim
victory over food price infla-
tion just yet. The outlook for
global food commodity pric-
es remains-precarious,” the
AMRO said in its latest note.

st sy

While global food and en-

ergy commodity prices have
fallen from their highs in
2022, AMRO said there are
risks to the global food out-
look that could also affect the
ASEAN+3.

Among these risks is the
collapse of the Black Sea Grain
Initiative, which allowed
Ukraine to export food and
fertilizers from three ports to

the world market.
~ The initiative expired last
July 17, after Russia suspend-
ed its participation in the deal.

AMRO said this could un-
settle wheat, maize, oilseed
and fertilizer markets and
potentially raise prices.

Another risk to the global
food prices is El Nifio.

“El Nifio conditions that are
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Premature to claim
~_victory vs food
inflation - AMRO

forecast for mid-2023 through
early 2024 could result in
record-high temperatures and

altered rainfall patterns, like- -

wise affecting crop yields and
prices,” AMRO said. ;

It said ASEAN+3 econo-
mies also need to monitor the
impact of last year’s spike in
fertilizer prices on global food
supply.

While fertilizers provide nec-
essary nutrients to boost crop
yields, their use has declined
globally over the last two years,
including in China as well as
in palm oil and rice-producing
countries in Southeast Asia
amid a sharp rise in prices, -

“Going forward, depressed
fertilizer usage could dampen
domestic agricultural produc-
tion and keep food prices
elevated in the ASEAN+3,”
AMRO said.

It said reduced fertilizer
usage due to high import costs
along with adverse weather
conditions, has already led to
lower harvests and increases

- in international sugar and rice

prices this year, which are also
feeding into retail prices in In-
donesia, Thailand, Singapore
and the Philippines.

“If not mitigated, rising
sugar and rice prices could
keep food inflation elevated,
as sugar is an input for several
processed food products while
rice is a consumer staple in
Asia,” AMRO said.

Turn to B2

Premature From b1

 Earlier this month, nati

statistician Dennis Mapa said

that while the trend in the
Philippines’ overall inflation
is going down, there are still
risks from items, including

rice, with prices of the staple _
slowly increasing. ¥ 471

“The increases are rela-
tively small on the average
and we will check with other
agencies what the reasons are
for the increases,” he said.

- To manage potential price
pressures, AMRO said ASE-
AN+3 monetary authorities

have to maintain their hawk- -

ish stance despite having

- raised policy rates since early

2022 in response to higher
inflation.

“At this point in the infla-
‘tion cycle, it is critical that
monetary authorities maintain
a tightening bias until under-
lying price pressures have

clearly stabilizedit said
It also said measures to

provide relief to high infla-
tion in the ASEAN+3 region
should be withdrawn once
price pressures abate.
AMRO also cited the im-
portance of regional coopera-
-tion through resource sharing
and risk management.

Page of




EOPLE

JOURNAL
E

verybody's Newspaper

43

e o {2 LIBRARY
Date:__July 34 335 Page I} DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

. Financial Account Sc
L8l B ." 4 4 m"md'ﬁﬁu. I ! amlnl‘%rl—g
Lavvasprt

-

~

!- ; ‘- \ " ,;?( 'Tr‘.‘.‘. % - ; " : 3 : i
c m‘ ¢ :"' l:. .l;L.‘l- d ‘, 1C ;ll" 'mdﬁ-
nd Re welgtran?nﬁttedlg&aeSmate ac-
m : ] 4 e i

Hefof 9 i histor SO |

Page of



BusinessWorld
Date: L4 JUL 2023 page: SI4

s
W LIBRARY
ik NEPT OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Bus:neslerror

Date: 4 JUL 2023

A broader look at todays DUsiIeSs  wessssssssommnyasssosemmms s

Page: __ /'S

X

2 LIBRARY
}ﬂ( DEPT

-PT. OF AGRICULTURE

Heat, war and export bans: Global food threats are on the rise

from the United States to China, crop
A harvests, fruit production and dairy
output are all coming under pressure. That
extreme weather is just one of threats to
food supplies that are once again mountmg
around the world. -
Last week, top rice exporter India banned
some shipments ofthe commodity—astaple
for about half of the world’s population—to

ASscorchmgtempératures ravagefarms

keep domestic prices in check. Russia quit

a deal that allowed Ukrainian grain to flow
safely across the Black Sea:

Ontop of that is the recent arrival of the £l
Nifio weather pattern that may cause further
damage to agriculture,

All of this is renewing concerns about
food security and prices, creating a risk that
rampantinflation on supermarket shelves will
stick around for longer. That would be a fresh
blow to consumers, who were just starting to
see some better news after a long-running
squeeze on household budgets.

“We're all still struggling under an

inflationary regime;” said Tim Benton, a
food security expert at Chatham House in
London. “And although inflation is tailing
off, that doesn't of course mean the prices
are going down. It means they're just going
up more slowly

Extreme heatthat'sengulfing huge swaths

of Asia, Europe and North America is just the
latest challenge in what's been a rough year
farfarmers. They've had tograpple withbouts
of extreme weather, including prolonged
droughts, heavy rain and floods.
. Right naw, it's so hot in southern Europe
that cows are producing less milk and
tomatoes are being ruined. Grain harvests
will be much smaller too after struggling
with drought.

In Asia, the yields from China’s rice fields
are at risk, and US conditions for growing
crops were at their worst in more than three
decades in June, before the Midwest got

some rain relief. Prices for rice in Asiarecently

reached a two-year high as importers built
up inventories.

Whrle the full extent of the damage
will depend on how long the unfavorable
conditions persist, there are already clear
signs of destruction in fruit and vegetables
in southern Europe, which supplies much of
the continent.

In Sicily, some tomatoes have ominous-
looking black rings, the result of a so-called
blossom end rot, when extreme weather
renders plants calcium-deficient.

“They're like burnt on the bottom,” said
Paddy Plunkett, head of global sourcing at
importer Natoora who was sent a photo by a
grower. “I've never seen it before.”

Across Italy, weather-related damage to
agriculture will exceed last year’s losses of
6 billion euros (56.7 billion), according to
farmers group Coldiretti.

The temperatures have sped up ripening
or caused heat burns on everything from
grapes to melons, apricots and aubergines.
Bee activity and pollination is affected and
wheat production is down, it said.

“Thisisnotajustaregularhotsummer,’

said Lorenzo Bazzana, an agronomist at
Coldiretti. “They say plants should adapt
to the climate changes, but we are talking
about cultures that evolved slowly over
thousands of years, they cannot adjust to
a climate that keeps changing so quickly
and so dramatically.”

Beyond Europe’s vegetable stalls, the
good news is the grains market—key to food
security ofthe poorestandimport-dependent
nations—is still well supplied, thanks to
record harvests of soy and corn in Brazil.
Top wheat exporter Russia is set for another
bumper crop.

But uncertainties are pi!ing up. In an apt
illustration, wheat fluctuated throughout the
week in response toa flurry of news from the*
Black Sea. ,

It rose on the collapse of export deal,
beforeslipping back, then rose againas Russia
threatened ships sailing to Ukraine ports. On
Friday, it declined as Ukraine soughtto restore
the export deal.

More concerns stem from India’s steps to
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- BMI Countnf’klsk and Industry
Reggarch said in its commentary
that the ban on those types of

Indian grains further adds presstre

to the global rice market.

“We believe that the Govern-
ment of India’s July 20 decision
to'introduce an immediate ban
on the export of non-basmati
white rice will have both material
implications for Indian inflation

“as well as substantial ramifica-
tions for trends in the global rice
market,” it said.

‘The group 'cited the rise of
Indian food price inflation in
June to' 4.5 percent year on year

- as an immiediate prompt for the
Indian government's decision to
cut exports.

' India, the world's top rice

3]

exporter, ‘banned shipments of
non-basmati white rice to main-
tain ‘domestic food prices at a

‘comfortable level.

BMI also noted that the restric-
tion announced in July indicated
that between 30 and 40 percent

“of India’s rice exports are now

offline.

The United States Department
of Agriculture earlier forecast that
India would account for almost
41 percent of global rice exports

“by weight in 2023 to 2024, sug-

gesting that India’s latest ban
could remove around 8 percent
of expected rice volumes from the
global market.

“As a result, the ban adds signifi-

cant further upward price impetus

to the global rice export market,”

 the reporhald addﬁ;gﬂm ave
~ prices were 13.9 percent h]éh@ﬂﬂ
: ]une 2023 than the previous 12
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on the United Nations Food

AgnctﬂtureOrgamﬁhons‘ﬁtsel
pnce index.
*  Sought for comment chref ,

economist at Rizal Commercial
Banking Corp. Michael Rica-
fort said the ban could reduce
global rice supplies, leading
to some uptick in world rice
prices, which, in turn, could
lead to higher rice import pnces
for the Philippines. o
“This could lead to some uptick
in overall inflation, or at least a
slower easing of the inflation/
disinflation trend for the coming
months since rice accounts ‘for
nearly 10 percent of the country's

“inflation,"'said Ricafort.

“However, the significant year-
on-year reduction of Vietnam's
rice exports and India's export ban
would affect cheaper rice variet-
ies,” he said, notmg that exports
of more expensive Basmati rice

vanetlee WDuld conimue frofm
India, including those exported
to the Philippines that cg_uld be
woﬂd ncesw 5. g
madded.thatthe;)psslble
reducﬁbp of tice imports by the
Philippines would also coincide
with the adverse effects of El Nifio,
especially from the latter part of
2023 to the first three months
of 2024. This could potentially.
reduce local rice output.
For his part, ING Manila Bank

" senior economist Nicholas An-

tonio Mapa said that the loss of
Indian rice exports would lower
global supply, which would lead
to upward pressure on the staple.

“In order to prepare for poten-
tial tightness in rice supply due
to this disniption and El Nino,
officials may need to act decisively
to ensure timely importation of
the grain as well as to help pour

[Tesources into ensuring local pro-

duction improves at the soonest.

' said Mapa.
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