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CAl anafyst urged Presi-
na ¢AMagcos Jr. to in-
nents in health; educa-

tionand agna:ltm:e programsas the

country madeits Tonnal exit from
the Covid- 19p 1c, ,2’

’ '{nad mtem

with The Manila

' AResearch founder
Ranjit Smgh Rye saicl the lifting of
thestate of public health emergency
by Mareos i$an ac}nevement by the
current/administration itself. How-
ever, henoted thatmuchiof the work

.dunng the pandemxcwas done by

the past administration.

“But it is important for people to
,underaﬁnd that exiting Covid, re-
opening the economy ina calibrated
_manner also took a lot of leadership
‘and a lot of plannmg Now it has
been realized and formalized, and
“that is one ma]oradu rement of the
President,” Rye said. “If we are going
to learn from the lessons of the past
pandemic, we must realize that it is
not a question of if but when the
next pandemlc will hit us. We need
to prepare.”

He stressed the importance of
having science as part of public gov-

. ernance, enhanced disease surveil-
lance and management, and paying
more than lip service to strengthen-
ing human health resources.

“That means raising salaries,
recruiting more nurses, building
facilities. It should focus not just
on mindless infrastructure but
infrastructure for health, education
and agriculture, and that should
be the focus in the next few years,”
Rye said.

He also suggested that the pro-
posed implementing rules and regu-
lations for the recently passed Maha-

"'ﬂnalth agri sought -

rlika Investment Fund should nqt_e
increased investments in educaudn,
health and agriculture developmer

“I don't believe that the fur
should just be allocated ambi "f
ously in infrastructure. I think
the funds and resources should b
given to the government to achic
certain things like improvements in
health, education and agriculture,
even if it is just infrastructure in
those areas,” Rye said. -

He aIso believes that the proposal
to move the Philippine Health Insur-
ance Corp. to the Office of the Presi-

_dentis not asound idea to reform the

state health insurer. Instead, he sug-
gested structural reforms and public
and private partnerships to digitize
PhilHealth's records.

“One way is to ramp up efforts
to have a national ID system so it
is easier for us to check if the funds
are utilized, and provide more
ways of expanding accountability
and transparency in the PhilHealth
process,” Rye said.

.In-a separate statement, mili-
tant health workers from public
and private hospitals gave Mar-
cos Jr. a failing grade, criticizing
his “health for all” agenda as a
year full of “empty rhetoric and
mete hollow: promises.”

“He did not takeé any steps to fulfill
his promise. In his one year in term,
the health workers' situation further

led to more misery: wages are low

and taxes are high, benefits and al-
lowances are unimplemented, public
hospitals suffer chronic understaffing,
while contractualization among our
ranks is increasing,” AHW President
Robert Mendoza said in a statement.

RED MENDOZA
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Marcos vows to transform
‘rejuvenated PH economy

COUIltI'y g mnsmmus srnm:ns At
ite the bleak bal
financial fﬁ':‘pastﬁew yeai‘s“cauiéﬁsé’;‘f:n":i
factors, President Marcos said the

system

country now boasts of a revived and
& reJuvenated economy, which } hzs adnnmstra—

 tion will continue to transform, ;
r emalﬂs ) Marcos stressed this when he dehvered
__ his second State of the Nation Address

strong, stabl oW oy




In his speech, the President cel-
ebrated the country’s high growth
and reported that the Philippines
remains one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world despite the
increase in prices of oil and other basic
commodities.

“Sinuri nating mabun ang sit-
wasyon. Sa tulong ng ating mga
ekonomista, nakapagbalangkas tayo
ng mga polisiya na magsisilbing
pundasyon ng ating ekonomiya sa
mga susunod na taon. Kasabay nito
ang paglulunsad ng mga istratehiya
na mapalakas sa kakayahan ng ating
mga kababayan at mga sektor ng ating
ekonomiya (We studied the situation
well and with the help of our econo-
mists, we crafted policies that will
serve as our economy’s foundation
for the next few years. Alongside
this, we will launch strategies that
would boost the capabilities of our
people and the different sectors of the
economy),” he said.

“While the global prospects are
bleak, our economy posted a 7.6-per-
cent growth in 2022—our highest
growth rate in 46 years,” he added.

According to Marcos, the country’s
growth for the first quarter of the year
was recorded at 6.4 percent, which
was still within the government’s
target of six to seven percent.

“We are still considered to be
among the fastest-growing econo-
mies in the Asian region and in the

world. It is a testament to our strong
macroeconomic fundamentals," he
said.

Marcos then asked Congress to
continue supporting his government’s
legislative agenda and enact into
laws the policies and reforms under
its Medium-Term Fiscal Framework.

‘Strong and stable’

- According to President Marcos, the
country’s financial system remains
strong and stable, with banks having
~ strong capital and liquidity positions.

He likewise hailed how transac-
tions have once again flourished with
- the relaxation of pandemlc restric-
tions and the booming e-commerce
that was undeterred by the pandemic.

“The digital economy contributed
P2 trillion—the equivalent of 9.4
percent of our GDP (gross domestic
product),” Marcos said.

“The economy is revived and reju-

venated, backstopped by a favorable,

enablmg environment and the strong
rule of law, " he added

Date: L5 JuL 2083 Page:

‘Bagong Pihpinas’
In the same speéth the President
lauded the people for‘sfeppmg up and
uniting for the country, saying their

. efforts contributed to the nation’s

sound state.

“Every Filipino have unanimously
risen to the challenge to be part of
the nation’s future. Handa silang
maghandog ng tulong, dahil mahal
nila ang kanilang kapwa-Pilipino, at
mahal na mahal nila ang Pilipinas
(They are ready to help because they
love their fellowmen and they love
the Philippines),” he said. “With this
in my heart, I know that the state of
the nation is sound and is improving.
Dumating na po ang Bagong Pilipinas
(The new Philippines has arrived).”

The President asked for the peo-
ple’s continued support, saying the
peace and progress the country enjoys
would not be possible without them.

“Nagsisimula pa lamang tayo. Ang
pagbangon ng ating bayan ay magpa-
patuloy pa. Hinihiling ko ang inyong
tiwala at pakikiisa (We are just getting
started. Our country’s recovery will

. continue. I just ask you for your trust

and cooperation),” Marcos said. “Sa
gamtong paraan makakamtan natin
ang ating hangarin—ang maginhawa,
matatag, at panatag na buhay para sa
lahat ng Pilipino (With this, we can
achieve our goal of a comfortable,
resilient, and tranquil life for every
Filipino),” he added.

Looking forward

According to Marcos, the past

year signified a bright future for the
Philippines.

“The initial results of our efforts
inspire confidence. Let us continue
to be relentless in our aspiration of
peace and progress,” he said. “This has
not been the work of a single person,
neither a single branch of government
nor even the whole government acting
alone. This is the collective synergy
achieved by all Filipinos working to-
gether,” he added.

“It took a whole-of-nation effort
to achieve this immediate recovery
from our pandemic slump. Unity was
what made us rise once more,” he
continued.

With this, the President said it was
now up to the government to provide
good leadership and guidance to sup-
port the enormous pool of highly com-
petent and dedicated workers serving
the country.

“I have stated before that my con-
fidence in our future was grounded in
our world-class quality workforce—be
they the farmers in the field, corporate
giants, government officials, school
teachers, health workers, or employ-
ees. That confidence has been further
buoyed by the demonstratlon of love

PE BRI X B T AV

Economy and food security

President Marcos opened his
speech talking about the country’s
economic status. He said that despite
the good numbers, the government
would continue prioritizing public
infrastructure and giving people food,
education, healthcare, jobs, and social
protection to increase their capacity.

According to the President, the
government aims to boost local agri-

* cultural production through consoli-

dation, modernization, mechaniza-
tion, and improvement of value chains.
He said the country’s methods are now
more guided by science balanced with
nature, so production is both sustain-
able and responsible.

Marcos vowed to go after smug-
glers and hoarders who manipulate the
prices of agricultural products.

“Hinahabol at ihahabla natin sila

I (We are going after them, and we will

prosecute them),” he said. “Sadyang
hindi tama ang kanilang gawain, at
hindi rin ito tugma sa ating magan-
dang layunin. Pandaraya ang kanﬂang
gmagawa (What they’re doing is not
rightand is not aligned with our ambi-
tion. What they’re doing is cheating).”
Marcos, meanwhile, said they con-
tinue coordinating with Congress to
pass a law that would create the Depart-
ment of Water Resource Management.
“Ang tubig ay kasing-halagarin ng
pagkain. Kailangan nating tiyakin na
may sapat at malinis na tubig para sa
lahat at sa mga susunod na salinlahi

(Water is as important as food. We
' need to ensure that we have enough
‘and clean water for everyone and for
. the succeeding generations),” he said.

- According to President Mar-

‘cos, his administration will

continue to “build better, and
more” as infrastructure devel-
opment is one of the keys to
continuing economic growth.

“Qur $8.3-trillion ‘Build
Better More’' (BBM) Program
is currently in progress and be-
ing vigorously implement
he said. _

He said the government’s
infrastructure spending would
be five to six percent of the
country’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP). The entire country
would benefit from the 194
projects under his infrastructure
program.
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Maharlika Investment Fund

President Marcos said the
Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF)
would be used to make high-impact
and profitable investments, such as
his BBM program.

“The gains from the fund shall be
reinvested into the country’s economic
well-being,” he said.

To ensure sound financial man-
agement, the President said a group of

internationally recognized economic

managers will oversee the operations
of the Fund.

“This guarantees that investment
decisions will be based on financial
considerations alone, absent any po-
litical influence,” he added.

Meanwhile, Marcos assured the
people that funds for social security
and public health insurance of the peo-
ple shall remain intact and separate.

Energy
Since assuming office, President

Marcos said that almost 500,000
homes were given access to electric-
ity. He vowed to “spare no effort” to
achieve full household electrification
by the end of his term in 2028.

According to Marcos, they are
aggressively promoting renewable
energy so that it provides a 35-percent
share in the power mix by 2030 and
then on to 50 percent by 2040.

“Since last year, an additional 126
renewable energy contracts with po-
tential capacity of 31,000 megawatts
have been awarded. To date, we have
over a thousand active projects spread
all over the country—299 of these are
solar; 187 are wind; 436 hydroelectric;
58 biomass; 36 geothermal; and nine
are ocean-powered,” he said. “The
Malampaya project has been a boon
to our country, energizing 20 percent
of Luzon. The renewal of the contract
guarantees continued revenues and
energy production for another 15 years.
Aside from Malampaya, we will also
push for more gas exploration in other
parts of the country.”

“We finally have a Unified Na-
* tional Grid, with the interconnection

of the Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao

grids. The ‘One Grid, One Market’ will
enable more efficient transfers and
more competitive pricing of electric-
ity throughout the country,” he said.

“However, 68 grid connections are

much delayed, according to the ERC’s
count. We are conducting a perfor-
mance review of our private conces-
sionaire, the National Grid Corporation
of the Philippines.”

Date: 75 JuL 2023

Uniformed personnel

In his speech, President Marcos as-
sured the country’s uniformed person-
nel that efforts were underway to make
their pension system fully function_al
and financially sustainable. He said
their pension is as important, urgent,
and humanitarian as civilian employees:

“We are once again worki{ig cibse.lg
with Congress to ease the transition

from the old system to the new one so

as to be able to guarantee that no ef-
' fects are felt by those in the uniformed
services,” he said.

Education

President Marcos said that learn-
ing recovery will be at the forefront of
his education agenda, beginning with
addressing the shortage of classrooms
and facilities. :

“Aside from new construction,
schools and facilities are being ret-
rofitted to become ready for the fu-
ture—ready for hybrid and high-tech

Al .4
23 UV
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SONA PROTEST — Rallyists march on Commonwealth Ave. in
Quezon City during the State of the Nation Address of President

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Monday, July 24, 2023. (Mark
‘Balmores) '

learning, and also climate-ready and
disaster-proof,” he said.

The President said they are also
recalibrating the K to 12 curricula to
ensure it is always relevant, respon-
sive, and at par with international
standards.

To keep the youth away from “sin-
ister influences,” Marcos said they are
making available to them their partici-

4
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pation in formal schooling, alternative
.learning, non-diploma courses, or
technical-vocational education and
training (TVET).

‘“We will not let a student’s finan-
cial constraints be a hindrance to his or
her education. We have activated social
safety nets, such as skills development
training and youth employment pro-
grams,” he said.

“Deserving and talented students
without the financial capacity to attend
school will not be left behind in this
education agenda,” he added.

Meanwhile, to address the chal-
lenge of staying at cutfing-edge
technology, Marcos said 44 renowned
Filipino scientists in diverse areas of
expertise have returned home under
the Balik-Scientist Program and will
undertake research in various priority
fields. Upgraded facilities and research
and development funding will support
them.

Health
According to President Marcos,
healthier communities and lifestyles

% remain his advocacy.

He said the government had

I ! launched convergent programs to

address hunger and nutrition-related
issues among the people, especially the
children, like stunting and wasting.
He cited the recently launched Food
Stamp Program (FSP), which seeks to
supply the nutrition needs of the mil-

% lion most food-poor Filipinos.

The President called on parents to
complete their children’s vaccination

* and head to the nearest health centers

§ for free vaccines.

Aside from the maximum retail
price regulation being implemented,
Marcos said strategic VAT exemp-
tion lowered the prices of 59 essential
medications; such as those for cancer,
diabetes, hypertension, kidney dis-
ease, and mentalillness. The improved
Konsulta Package of PhilHealth made
free 21 kinds of drugs and 13 different
laboratory services.

President Marcos said that dialysis
is now free for most Filipinos and that
156 dialysis sessions are free.

Meanwhile, to pay back the sac-
rifices of health workers during the
pandemic, Marcos assured them
that the government would now give
them their health emergency allow-
ance and other benefits that are still

. pending.
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e Foreign policy

. President Marcos said the country

. maintains an independent foreign
policy.

“We will continue to forge more
of these international partnerships
that will lead to a more balanced trade
strategyand a healthier economic posi-
tion,” he said.

“We will protect our sovereign
rights and preserve our territorial
integrity, in defense of rules-based
international order,” he added.

With the national interest para-
mount, Marcos said the government
would continuously pursue constant

dialogue and diplomatic

approaches to resolve any
issue. Fir

Investments
To create investment

opportunities, Marcos said _

they would ensure the coun-

try has an enabling business

~ environment, peace and
order, and the rule of law,

“We will solidify our

country's reputation as an

attractive and reliable in-
vestment destination,” he
said. A
Digitalization
and internet

Marcos lauded the re-
cently launched eGovPH ap-

plication, which offers all key

government services for the
convenience of the general public.

to ensure their vital services were digi-
talized immediately.

Meanwhile, Marcos said that as
of June this year, the country’s fixed .

. broadband speed ranks 47th among

L5 JuL 203 p
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is eight places higher than last year,”
he added.

Migrant workers

President Marcos said they are
engaging with partners in the inter-
national community to ensure a safe
working environment for Filipinos.
They are also implementing responsive
mechanisms for the social welfare, re-
patriation, and reintegration of return—
ing overseas Filipino workers (OFWs)
into the Philippine economy. ‘

He noted that OFWs continue to
send in historically high remittances,
solidifying their role in transformative
economic growth. In 2022, OFWs con-
tributed $32.5 billion, or roughly £1.8
trillion, to the economy.

“Several countries have signified
interest to explore bilateral labor co-
operation with the Philippines in the
areas of healthcare, tourism, hospi-
tality, engineering, construction, and
information technology. Recently, we
signed agreements with Singapore,
Austria, and the province of Alberta in
Canada,” he said.

Housing

Marcos vowed to expand the coun—
try’s housing program to benefit poor
Filipinos. Citing data from Pag-IBIG,
he said that over 100,000 Filipinos have
availed of the housing loan amounting
to P117 billion.

He likewise promised to build over
a million houses for the people across

He ordered all government offices g ﬂ,;ie‘cuunl R

~ BARMM
President Marcos said he was proud

- of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Re-

gion in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)’s

180 countries. This ranking is 11 places =~ PFOBTess

higher than it was last year.
“Our mobile internet speed is now

- “Former adversaries are now part-
ners in peace. Its functions have been
defined, and its basic laws are now
being written,” he said. “Through the
BARMM, we have strengthened the
nation’s prospects for finally achiev-
ing sustainable progress anchored on
a true and lasting peace in Southern
Philippines. We will continue to support
the progress of the BARMM, apace with
our singular vision for all Filipinos,”
he added.

JLLETIN

s'

N LIBRARY

N

i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Refocused drug war

After making no mention of it last
year, President Marcos said that the
country’s fight against illegal drugs
continues but is now geared toward
treatment, rehabilitation, education,
and reintegration. :

He noted that law enforcers were
involved in the drug trade and that he
would accept their resignation.

“We cannot tolerate corruption or
incompetence in government,” Mar-
cos said.

Insurgency

Through community development
and livelihood programs, President
Marcos said the Barangay Development
and Enhanced Comprehensive Local
Integration Programs have effectively
addressed the root cause of conflict in
the countryside.

He said he would issue a procla-
mation granting amnesty to rebel re-

- tumees to complete this reintegration

process. :
Priority bills
President Marcos enumerated his
16 priority bills:
1. Excise tax on single-use plastics
2. VAT on digital services

3. Rationalization of mining fiscal

~ regime

4. Motor vehicle user’s charge/road

user’s tax

5. Military and Uniformed Person-
nel Pension

6. Amendment of the Fisheries Code

7- Amendment of the Anti-Agricul -
tural Smuggling Act

8. Amendment of the Cooperative
Code : nER

9. New Government Procurement
Law

10. New Government Auditing Code

11. Anti-financial accounts scam-
ming

12. Tatak-Pinoy law

13. The Blue Economy law

14. Ease of paying taxes

15. LGU income classification

16. The Philippine Immigration Act

Page_T of Y
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sermusly disrupted global
~supply chains and caused fuel
prices to surge, driving infla-
tion that was worse than during
* the pandemic,
. Still, the Presldent sounded
a positive note in summing up
his first year, descnbmg the
state of the nation as “sound
and improving” and marcoeco-
nomic fundamentals stmng. He
reiterated his commitment to
“build better and more” criti-
- cal infrastructure, to continue
expanding affordable housing,
social safety nets and Kadiwa
outlets. He set a target of 100
percent household electrifica-
tion by the end of his term.
~Renewing the commitment
‘that no Filipino will be left

.l‘

behind in terms of education,

the President said the K-10

program is being “recalibrated”

and the jobs-skills mismatch
- is being rectified. Science and
technology and “a culture of

innovation” are being given

priority.
He warned that the days of

o ‘“DEB“&Q&\

e ne;w Phihppmes or "agncult
' ipinas is here, Presi-

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine the the

ent vowed ttansparency and
ent. T

1er emimeraﬁed].? pridr-
measures that he wants Con-
re ss to pass during its second
regulax sessmp, These include

smgle-use plashcs and dlgltal

~ 'services. = - :

The Premdent also wants
to rationalize the mining fis-
cal regime and create 2 water
resources management agency.
He wants amendments in the
road user’s tax, the Cooperative
Code, the Fisheries Code and
the Anti-Agricultural Smug-
gling Act. He wants a new
government procurement law,
Government Auditing Code
and Philippine Immigration
Act, and a law on “Tatak Pinoy”
and the blue economy.

Other priorities are income

; f_nmtabllity 1;1, lts manage- vl

&

classification of Iocal govern-

ment units as well as laws to

ease tax payments and fight

financial accounts scams.
That’s a long to-do list, for

 both the President and the leg-

islature. At the start of the sec-
ond regular session of the 19th
Congress, everyone should hit

the ground runmng
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FIRST PERSON

ALEX MAGNO
-

Unsaid

ecause our deadlines hap-
Bpen ahead of the delivery
? of President Marcos’ State -
of the Nation :Address, this com-.
mentary cannot be on the things
said. It will therefore be on the
things that will likely be left un-
said. These are things that run
against the grain of current public
orthodoxy.
Foremost among the things that will be left uns
is a rollback of the land redistribution program.
The breakup of landholdings in the name of “land
reform” is one of the main reasons our agriculture
stagnated the past few decades. The small farm lots
defy the economies of scale. They are resistant to the
capitalization of our farming and the mechanization
of our farms. _
_ Worse, they are unable to support the basic family
that is supposed to tend to the micro farms. In many

cases, farming is done only because the family’searn-

/ings are supplemented by non-farm incomes.
Our laws require banks to lend a portion of their
funds to agriculture. But there are little qualified bor-
rowers and banks end up paying the fines instead.-
This raises banking costs while delivering no palpable
benefit to the economy. 55 s o
With micro-farms, our farmers are prohibited from

investing in new technologies, even at this time when, - i

in other countries, artificial intelligence and vertical
farming are transforming the economics of agricul--
puts our food security at risk, given climate char

and disruptions in global grains supply because of

war. Recently, for instance, India restricted its expor- -
tation of rice, given supply uncertainties. N
' The only way to rescue our agriculture is to allow
farmland to be consolidated to take advantage of the
economies of scale, encourage food processing, en-
able higher value crops and construct better logistics
systems. . g e
The only concession we won from China recently
is the opening of her markets to our gugim This is
an empty concession: our small durian orchards are
unable to meet the volumes demanded by the China
market. : _
Harmful as land redistribution has been to our
?F%lnmﬂﬁt?e,,pubhcorthodoxy continues to support
8 pathuawes ke - o 5
» Ageﬁter point that will likely be left unsaid in the
SONA is the reversal of the devolution of power to
local governments. .y

AT e T AL
TRy 1

ose are overshadowed by the disadvantages.
- Devolution has diminished the fiscal strength of
national government; disabling it from investing in
strategicinfrastructure. The local governments, on the
other hand, use much of their increased revenues in
growing the public payroll. This is politically profit-
able for local powerbrokers.

farming remains at subsistence level. This.

Many of the social services that are supposed to
be devolved are kept in the account of the national
government because the local governments profess
incapacity to fund them. The income gaps between
rich and poor provinces widened. Warlordism con-
solidated. :

What has been devolved are opportunities for
corruption. This is the reason why dynasties have
prospered and investments are not dispersing to the
rural areas. : '
' Congressional abuse

Much has been said about the abuse of congres-
sional hearings by legislators wishing the grandstand.
Little has been said about the use of congressional
powers to settle local political rivalries.

Recently, Leyte Rep. Richard Gomez called for an
inquiry into the case of DBSN Farm Agriventures,
Inc. The enterprise operates the largest agricultural
facility south of Luzon. It employs over 500 individu-
als in the locality.

It turns out, the enterprise is owned by the family
of Pamplona, Leyte mayor Ramon Ofiate.

The purpose of the hearing is unclear.

Gomez accuses the farm of violating our environ-
mental laws. But the farm has all the permits from
the DENR that such an enterprise requires. DBSN
has every permit required for its operations: an ECC
that was recently amended to take into account its
expanded operations, adischarge permit and a permit .
to operate a standby generator. It even has a hazard-
ous waste ID for its used oil and used oil containers.

If Gomez could document any violation of environ-
mental regulations, the proper course is to simply file
a complaint with the DENR. It is never correct use of
legislative time to encroach into the work of agencies
in the executive branch.

Gomez very clearly oversteps hisbounds by calling
on the LandBank to withdraw the loan granted the
company to grow its Albuera, Leyte plant. The bank
has its own procedures for evaluating loans. If Gomez
insists, he can go to court and sue tﬁe bank — not by
way of press releases and congressional hearings. -

The officers of DBSN insist that the company has
maintained good housekeeping standards and en-
sures the best business practices. This is the reason the
venture has p: :ﬁemd since its very modest begin-
nings in 2016 — the pandemic notwithstanding. The
economic success of DBSN apparently threatens the
configuration of power in the province.

“ DBSN insists its long-term business goals can
only be achieved by protecting the ecosystem and
bringing benefits to host communities. That is true
for any business venturing in the rural areas. No
company would want to scorch the earth on which
its business thrives.

Mayor Onate says the “court hearings are the
rightful forum for both the accused and the accuser
to argue their differences instead of the bar of public
opinion where the truth can be easily distorted and
the untruth touted to the maximum to serve vested
interest.”

*
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'PRIORITY BILLS -
IN 2ND STATE OF THE
NATION ADDRESS

+ Excise tax on single use
plastics

* VAT on digital services

+ Rationalization of mining
fiscal regime

* Motor vehicle user's chargel
Road user's tax

+ Military and uniformed

- personnel pension reform

+ Amendment of the Fisheries
Code

» Amendment of the Anti-
Agricultural Smuggling Act

* Amendment of the
Cooperative Code

» New government

- procurement law

~+ New Government Auditing

A “new Phxhppineb is here” -buffete_' y chal
improving,” President Marcos said yesterday i
tion Address (SONA), where he made f ‘

: . of inclusive growth. . ' meﬁ % t
©“Dumating na po ang bagong P:l nas B i I-financia accounts
(The new Pﬁ.ﬂlppmes has arr1veci§7l as pﬁp scamming

Tatak Pinoy law

Blue economy law

Ease of paying taxes

LGU income classification
Philippine Immigration Act

workers and ordinary Filipinos “have ' governmer remforoed
“ unanimously risen to the challenge” and 'tions of society.”
~areready tol elpbecaudeofﬂ'\ efor Ackn
‘fhe 'y, Marcos said. - ; s just s
" “With thisinr heqrt,llmdwthatfhe demic,
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":‘Mofﬂ:enaﬁdﬂ!s%und and. mmiproi*- other sectors should Law creating Department of
:‘mdﬂm Marcon delivers his second State of the Nation Address  ing,” the Chief Executive said. "' achieve a comfortable and stab 1 Water Resogrce'?v(anagement
Sisn m&‘:’&’zﬂfnﬁ? tﬁ:?t‘)ﬂa‘“'dﬁg yesterday while Senate President  “Bagong Pilipinas” is the administra-  all Filipinos.
R nd Speaker Martin Romualdez applaud.  tion’s new governance and le,adershlp  “Letus continte to be relentless in our”
branding that emphasizes unity. _aspiration of peace and progress. This Page of
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MARCOS LAYS OUT PLANS
TO ENSURE FOOD SECURITY

STORY BY ALDEN M. MONZON AND MEG J. ADONIS
The President during his second State of the Nation Address vows to expand the Kadiwa program andgo
after smugglers and hoarders of agricultural commodities whom he blamed for high prices of basic goods. A2
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EXPECT, ONS A woman in Mamla mmds her store wh;le sewmg ‘clothes and watchmg Presrdent Ma' os deiiver ' s;State of the Nation Address on Monday
In his second year in office, Mr. Marcos promised to provide Filipinos with a stable food supply and quality education and health care. ~RicHARD A.REYES




SONA

FROMAT

By Alden M. Monzon
and Meg J. Adonis
@Team_Inquirer
President Marcos on Monday
outlined his administration’s
grand plan to secure the coun-
try's food supply, focusing on
expanding the number of gov-
ernment-backed food stores,
boosting agricultural produc-
tion, and pursuing a relentless
campaign against smugglers
and hoarders of agricultural
goods whom he blamed for the
escalation in the prices of basic
food items.

During his State of the Na-
tion Address (Sona) marking
the end of his first year in office,
Mr. Marcos said the “Kadiwa
stores”—centers that direct-
ly link farmers to consumers
thus leading to higher incomes
to producers and lower prices
for buyers—were essential in
bringing down the prices of rice,
meat, fish, vegetable and sugar.

The Kadiwa program was
first introduced during the term
of his father, Ferdinand Sr., and
was revived in 2022 as part of his
strategies as concurrent head of
the Department of Agriculture
to make basic food items more
affordable to the masses.

“Malaking tulong ang mga
Kadiwa stores, na ating muling
binuhay at inilunsad. Ang layun-
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in ng Kadiwa ay pag-ugnayin
ang magsasaka at ang mamim-
ili. Walang iba pang namamag-
itan. Walang dagdag na gastos
at patong (Kadiwa stores, which
we have revived and launched,
have been a huge help. The
purpose of Kadiwa is to con-
nect farmers and consumers.
No middlemen. No added cost
and markup),” Mr. Marcos said
during his televised national
address.

The President said they
launched more than 700 Kadiwa
stores nationwide which bene-
fited 1.8 million families.

“The results were good so we
will expand Kadiwa to the whole
country,” he said in Filipino.

Smuggling

The President also reiterat-
ed his commitment to go after
smugglers and hoarders of ag-
ricultural products, vowing to
prosecute these criminals be-
hind high prices of basic goods.

“Napapahamak hindi lamang
ang mga magsasaka, kundi tayo
na ring mga mamimili. Kaya
hindi natin papayagan ang gan-
itong kalakaran. Bilang na ang
mga araw ng mga smugglers at
hoarders na iyan (It’s not just the
farmers who get in trouble, but
also us consumers. So, we will
not allow this trend. The days of
these smugglers and hoarders
are numbered),” he said.

The bravado failed to impress
a farmer’s group that instead
urged the Marcos administration
to actually put these smugglers
and hoarders behind bars.

“These smugglers and hoard-
ers need to actually be brought
to justice this year, because they
are the main reasons why the
prices of agricultural products
are high,” said Jayson Cainglet,
executive director of Samahang

LIBRARY
Y\/ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

FOCUS ON ECONOMY Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri

and House Speaker Martin Romualdez applaud the President as
he emphasizes a point in his second State of the Nation Ad-

dress. —MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

Industriya ng Agrikultura (Sinag).
Danilo Fausto, president of
the Philippine Chamber of Ag-
riculture and Food Inc., agreed,
saying that “stopping and penal-
izing smugglers, hoarders and
price manipulators are neces-
sary and a must for the govern-
mentinorder to protect farmers,
fair trade, and the economy.”
Fausto and Cainglet lament-
ed that to this day, none of the
supposed smugglers and hoard-
ers had been found guilty.
According to Cainglet, evi-
dence presented by the Bureau
of Customs (BOC) during con-
gressional hearings were often
deemed insufficient, thus halt-
ing further investigations.
“None have proceeded be-
yond the preliminary investi-
gations. All [of the cases] have
been dismissed,” he said.
Nevertheless, Sinag wel-
comed the proposed amend-
ments to the Anti-Agricultural

Smuggling Act that lawmakers
claimed would help the Pres-
ident’s drive against “unfair
practices that hurt consumers
and local farmers alike.”

Like Sinag, Marikina Rep.
and House appropriations panel
vice chair Stella Quimbo cheered
Mr. Marcos’ stand against smug-
gling and hoarding.

“It is a manifestation of
his conviction that smuggling,
hoarding, cartel are huge prob-
lems and that curbing these
will have a huge impact on food
inflation. These have been sys-
temic, decades-old problems.
First time, as far as I recall thata
President has made such strong
pronouncements.”

Inflation
Mr. Marcos also pointed out
in his Sona that the biggest prob-
lem that confronted his young
administration was inflation,
with global events such Russia’s

|y ?

Page of



Date: L5 JuL 2023 Page: 7“_{ ) A2
£ LIBRARY

I DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

invasion of Ukraine and the lin-
gering effects of the COVID-19
pandemic leading to high prices
of basic commodities.

Nevertheless, it has been
decelerating for five straight
months, putting the Marcos ad-
ministration closer to its target of
containing inflation to between 2
and 4 percent.

Mr. Marcos stressed that
inflation was “stabilizing” and
“moving in the right direction.”

This bolsters his claim that
the country’s macroeconomic
fundamentals remained strong.

He touted the Philippines’
economic growth in 2022, his
first year in office, saying that
the country achieved its fastest
growth rate in 46 years despite
the lingering impact of the pan-
demic. :

“While the global prospects
were bleak, our economy posted
a 7.6-percent growth in 2022—
our highest growth rate in 46
years. For the first quarter of
the year, our growth registered
at 6.4 percent. It remains within
our_target.of 6 to 7 percent for
2023. We are still considered to
be among the fastest-growing
economies in the Asian region
and the world,” he said.

Mr. Marcos also said that
higher revenue collections will
be critical in his administra-
tion’s bid to boost public invest-
ments, citing that they project
the government'’s tax and reve-
nues by 2028 to increase up to
16.9 percent and 17.3 percent,
respectively.

From January to May, the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
said it posted record collection
amounting to Pi.os trillion, an
increase of almost 10 percent
from last year, while the BOC
collected P476 billion during
the first seven months of the

year, an increase of 7.4 percent
during the same period in 2022.

However, it must be noted
that the Philippine economy
had barely recovered what it
lost at the height of the devas
tating pandemic in 2020 with
gross domestic product grow-
ing to Pig.94 trillion in 2022,
just 3 percent higher than the
prepandemic level in 2019 of
P19.38 trillion, according to data
from the Philippine Statistics
Authority.

Think tank Ibon Foundation
also pointed out that while in-
flation rate indeed lowered, this
only meant that prices “only
rose slower recently.”

In reality, the group said rice
prices, for example, rose from
P42 to P45, more than double
Mr. Marcos’ famous promise to
bring down rice prices to P20
a kilo. Indeed, almost all com-
modities—onions, garlic, sugar,
meat, fish and vegetable prices,
water, electricity and transport
rates—increased under his ad-
ministration, Ibon claimed.
_..-[Mr. Marcos] confirms his
position as the country's pre-
mier superspreader of hyperbol-
ic and fantastic narratives, after
a tedious Sona that struggled to
give even flimsiest evidence of
any progress,” said Ibon execu-
tive director Sonny Africa.

The president of the coun-

try’s largest business organiza-

tion, the Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said
they were “generally satisfied”
with the plans outlined by Mr.
Marcos during his Sona, noting
in particular the plans to bring
in more renewable energy in-
vestments and recalibrating the
K-12 curriculum. (See related
story on Page A3.) —WITHREPORTS
FROM JULIE M. AURELIO AND KRIXIA
SUBINGSUBING INQ
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Reporters

PHILIPPINE President Ferdinand

R. Marcos, Jr. on Monday high-
lighted economic recovery from the
pandemic in his second State of the
Nation Address (SONA) and urged
Congress to prioritize the passage of
“essential” new tax measures.
Analysts, however, said the
President had failed to mention

' new programs for struggling do-

mestic sectors, including agricul-
ture and manufacturing.

- In a speech before a joint ses-
sion of Congress, Mr. Marcos said
his administration has succeeded
in bringing down inflation, which
he described as the “biggest prob-
lem encountered by the nation.”

“The inflation rate is moving in
therightdirection... Whatthismeans
is that in spite of all the difficulties,
we are transforming the economy.
We are stabilizing the prices of all
critical commodities,” he said.

From a peak of 8.7% in Janu-
ary, inflation has steadily eased to
5.4% in June but is still above the
central bank’s 2-4% target.

‘Red-hot inflation pushed the
Bangko Sentral g Pilipinas (BSP)
to raise borrowing costs by 425
basis points (bps) from May 2022

| toMarch 2023.

Mr. Marcos said the Philippine
economy is considered among
the fastest-growing economies in
Asia and the world, “a testament
to our strong macroeconomic
fundamentals.”

This-year, the govemment is
targeting 6-7% gross domestic
product (GDP) growth, which
Mr. Marcos said is supported by

~ strong domestic demand.

“The economy is revived and
rejuvenated; backstopped by a
favorable enabling environment
and the strong rule of law;” he said,
adding that the “state of the nation
is sound, and is improving.” -

. Mr. Marcos once again asked
Congress to support his priority
- measures, including the excise tax
‘on single-use plastics, value-added
tax on digital services, rationaliza-
‘tion of the mining fiscal regime, and
the motor vehicle user’s charge, as
‘well as the proposed reform of the
pension system for military and
uniformed personnel (MUP).

Marcos, S1/9

AGRICULTURE

In his SONA, Mr. Marcos empha-
sized that the agriculture sector,
which contributes 10% to GDP, is
a priority.

“Our aim is to boost our local
agricultural production — through
consolidation, modernization,
mechanization, and improvement
of value chains — augmented by
timely and calibrated importation,
as needed,” Mr. Marcos said.

The President urged Congress
to amend the Fisheries Code “to

incorporate and strengthen sci- -

ence-based analysis and determi-
nation of fishing areas.”

Emy Ruth S. Gianan, an econom-

ics professor at the Polytechnic
University of the Philippines, said
Mr. Marcos failed to mention new

‘ programs for the agriculture and

manufacturing industries, which
she said are vital to increasing the

. Philippines’ production and make

the country safe from imported in-
flation.
“We also did not hear about the

' Rice Enhancement Fund from the

Rice Tariffication Law — how it
was used and whether it was in-

" deed helpful,” she said in a Face-

book Messenger chat. -; ‘
Maria Ela L Atienza, a political
science professor at the University of

PHILIPPINE STAR/KJ ROSALES
PRESIDENTMMR.Mams,Jr Mmmmmummm
durlma_julntsesslonof(ongressonlulyu

Marcos,
JromS1/1

The Finance department earlier
said continuing the current pension
system for MUPs could lead to “fiscal
collapse,” as accumulating pension
liabilities might increase public debt
by as much as 25% by 2030.

The President also pushed for
a new government procurement
law and state auditing code “to
make goVernment procurement
and auditing more attuned to these
changing times.”

Other priority measures cover
Ease of Paying Taxes bill, proposed
Anti-Financial Account Scamming
bill, the proposed Tatak Pinoy bill,
the Blue Economy bill, and Philip-
pine Immigration Act. '

Mr. Marcos also pushed for the
institutionalization of the auto-
maticincome classification oflocal
government units (LGU), as well
as changes to the Fisheries Code,
Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act
and Cooperative Code.

The President failed to mention
the proposed amendments to the
Bank Deposit Secrecy Law, which
was included in the Legislative-
Executive Development Advisory
Council’s (LEDAC) list of 20 priority
measures targeted for congressional
approval by December. This mea-
sure is said to be key to Philippine
efforts to get out of the Financial
Action Task Force’s gray list” by
January 2024,
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standsas furthertestamenttothe capa-

bility and dedication as the people’s
E R o i

‘Mérjf\inzﬂagb;ipnédépa@min
- gawinand wearetoobusy gara_” g:t_lulan
: % = Bo ngmga ganyanissue,” Zubiri told
. “Letus labor to sustain our gains, People's ?oumai;_ir'_\'aﬁhhbush inter-
continue to worktirelessly, and strive : e

the Salt Industry; (8) Valuation Re-
. form; (9) e-Government and e-Gov-
‘ernance; (10) Ease of Paying Taxes
Equally; (11) National Government
Rightsizing Program; (12) Unified

o5 ”Yoﬁrreléhﬂessdevotionax-t& un-
yielding efforts have launched us

By Jester Manalastas

- toward addressing the urgent chal- |
and Camille P. Balagtas 1 .Iéf'ogrse;ig"gan Sl S
‘Pﬂg 3

THE Sé¢ond Regular Session of the |  legislation. Now, we must view >

19th Con openedsmoothlyahead _ensure this momentum els us  SystemofSeparation/Retirementand  to realize our shared dreams for our “According to the Senate chief, the
of mlmﬁnmm Jr's further, Our solemn pledg.fsgo con- - Pension of Military and Other Uni- _ nation. Letusretain the momentumof  recent survey shows that the Filipino
State of the Nation Address (SONA). tinue championing the change our = formed Personnel; (13) LGU Income the Nineteenth Congress and strive to peoplearesatisfied and he considered
SpeakerFerdinand MartinRomual- ' beloved nation so earnestly re- Classification; (14) Waste-to-Energy + makeitoneofthe ostprodi_:cﬁveand  the result of the survey as an inspira-
dez presided over thefirstsessionday  quires,” headded. fi Bill; (15) New Philippine Passport impactfulin quiigﬁ‘gmry,";hesaid. tion to work harder and do better.
which was adjourned after an hour ' Asidefromattending toagriculture ~ Act; (16) Magna Carta of Filipino eanwhile, the.Senate officially Thesession which only lasted thir-
~ without as much as a whisper about  sector issues and other priorities, Seafarers; (17) National Employment  reopened with Senate PresidentJuan  ty minutes with no contention from
changing the House leadership. 5 Romualdezsaid Congressalso  ActionPlan; (18) Amendmentstothe Mgu‘ekZubmbﬁgsthe velat10 other senators nor any disagreement.
Romualdez took pride in the - likewise focus on approving the 20 Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act; a.m. yesterday and with 23 senators “If the majority say 50, I will not
achievementsthe Housemadeduring ~ LEDAC bills. W Tsio Tl (19) Bansko'Sentral ngPilipinas-en-  physically present. ~ . insistonstayingin this ﬁom . We
theFirst Regular Session of Congress, He enumerated the 20 measures:  dorsed Bank Deposit Secrecy; and -  SenatorPilar PiaCayetanowasthe are here to serve &Eipepg&@gdmie
for which he expressed his deep grat- (1) amendments to the BOT Law or ~ (20) Anti-Financial Account Scam-  onlyoneabsentduring the opening as " majorityin the Senate will decide who
itude to his colleagues, Public-Private Partnership bill; (2) ming Act. she led the Philippine delegation for mustlead them,” Zubsiri whowasable

“The First Regular Session’s ac-
complishmentsbear testament to our
collective willand determination. We
have raised the standards, and the
expectationsarehigh. Yet, wearenot
daunted. Weare inspired. Wearenot
simy|
an
sai

champions of the people,” he
. ;

dplylamnakersbutmﬁon-builders :

National Disease Prevention Man-
agement Authority; (3) Internet Trans-
actions Actor E-Commerce Law; (4)
Health Emergency Auxiliary Rein-
forcement Team Act, formeriy Med-
ical Reserve Corps; (5) Virology
Institute of the Philippines; (6) Man-
datory ROTC and National Service
Training Program; (7) Revitalizing

Ve face the remaining bills in the
LEDAC priority list with enthusiasm
and optimism, steadfastin ourdetermi-
nation to transform these initiatives
into concrete laws for the benefit of
our fellow Filipinos,” Romualdez told
his House colleagues in his opening
speech.

. Heexpressed hope that this session

the FIFA Women'sWorld CupinNew . tomaintain his seatas the Senate Pres-
' FEEES GUR T il e G

Zubiri ﬁﬁomaintaiinedl‘iisj;oétas vu

the Senate Chief inthe 19th Congress
des'fite rumors of possible change of
lea ershliéa, shrugged off the so-called
coup in the Senate saying there is so
much work to do under his leader-
ship.

Senator Joel Villanueva said the
supermajority in the Senate echoed
one voice in supporting Zubiri.
Earlier, Senator Jose Jinggoy Estra-
dadenied the rumor thatheisreplacing
Zubiriaswellas those committeechair-
manship under the presentleadership.
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Sugar producers ask SRA to start milling in August

Regulatory Administration (SRA) over

the weekend to reconsider starting the
millingseasonin August, instead of September
this year..

"Hectares of standing canes are due for
harvest in August. A year ago, in June 2022,
the national government urged us to start
milling early. Many sugar farmers supported
the call, milling 432,356 tons as reported by
SRA,"Sugar Council said.

“Consequently, the ratoon plants,
estimated at 400,000 tons, are now mature,
and delaying their harvest to September will
cause themtobecome overripe, compromising
purity and tonnage,” it added.

In a statement, Sugar Council said that
last year, five Negros mills started milling
in August, with two mills commencing
operations on August 8, in response to the

ASUGAR federation asked the Sugar

national government’s call to mill the canes

early because of the acute sugar shortage.
Now, the producersarelooking forward to

the start of milling this August because the

canes they planted after their early harvest

last year are already ripe for milling.

In a letter addressed to Acting
Administrator Pablo Luis Azcona, the
council has appealed to continue with the
previous practice of commencing milling
operations in August.

The letter was signed by Confederation of
Sugar Producers” Associations Inc. (CONFED)

- president Aurelio Gerardo Valderrama Jr.,

National Federation of Sugarcane Planters
(NFSP) president Enrigue Rojas, and Panay

‘Federation ofSugarcane Farmers (PANAYFED)

president Danilo/Abelita.
“The recent typhoon Dodong, with its
torrential rains and strong winds, caused

maturecanestolodge. Ifleftunharvested, the -

purity and weight of these distressed canes
will'suffer,”the Sugar Council said.

“Farmers fear that any delay in milling
willlowerthe weightand sugaryield of the
canes, resulting to lower sugar production
and lesser returns for the farmers,” the
council added.

The Sugar Council also cited the need for
fresh income by the producers, especially
the small farmers, after months of no work
inthe farm.

In view of the early start of milling last

year, milling operations finished earlier

than usual. ;

' Numerous sugar mills stopped milling
in April this year, Instead of the traditional
May up to June.

Consequently, some sugar farmers have
had no income from their farms since April.

Complicating the financial quandary
of the sugar producers is the obligation
to their farm workers, who have also
been looking forward to getting back to
work this August. .

“Sugar farmers have already contracted
cane cutters, and delaying milling. to
September will force them to financially
support the workers or risk losing them,” the
Sugar Council said.

Furthermore, it said that if milling will
start on September 1 yet, this will create an
overwhelming demand for farm workers,
which are already in short supply, and for
hauling services of truckers.

“Farmers are apprehensive that this

unprecedented demand for farm lafor and.

hauling services will give rise to an unhealthy
competition, thereby driving up theirproduction
costs,” the council added. Raadee S. Sausa
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Regulatory Admlmstratlon (SRA) to
mlllm seasonthls

h'Ihe Sugar Council, representing
+ thousands of sugarcane farmers

. from three planter federations,

- including the Confederation of
- = Sugar Producers’ Associations Inc.
(Confed), National Federation of
~ Sugarcane Planters (NFSP), and
- Panay Federation of Sugarcane
- Farmers (Panayfed) appealed to
‘SRA to proceed with the previous
practice of t:dmmenung nulhng
oPﬂauons in August.
- “Farmers fear that any delay[
' milling will lower the weight and
 sugar yield of the canes, resulting
“to lower sugar production and

sugarcane punty and tonnage. -'
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lesser returns for the farmers,” the
coundil said. ¢
“A year ago, in June 2022, the
national government urged ‘us

163 ksl

~to start'milling early. Many sugar
. farmers supported the call, milling *
/432,356 tons as reported by SRA.

‘Consequently, the ratoon plants,
estimated at 400,000 tons, are now
mature, and delaying theirharvest

1o September will cause them to
- become overripe, compromising

‘purity and tonnage,” it added,
noting that hectares of standing

= mnmamdu‘efoth'amst in August.

* President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

r & g . J : ';’.
Accordmg to tl;le Sugar Counul
sugarfarmers farthatanydelay' .

Negros s started operating in

force them to ﬁnancual}y support_v
he workers or risk u_-- g them,”

short supply. Workers for haulmg

* Augustlast year in resporse to the  and trucking services/will also be

national government's call to mill needed oncemﬂlmgstar!s. :
qagmaﬂybewost:ﬁﬂmew&’ "Farmers are apprehensive

‘"%’o;? gt

Sh

Lhoaliy Bl il
Iﬁlﬁnﬁﬂﬁsﬁn-

ve that
and for
fa Fa}m&ﬁgo?a?i%gm S :“?%- ices

' willl give Tise to an’ unhea

smbmwbé mmwﬁ competition, thereby mnsbup

ahﬁyni;‘eformmﬁ'ﬂm 115 ,m?mupg

The council also noted that

“some sugar farmers have had no

‘income from their farms since

April this year, as several sugar

‘mills stopped operations during

‘that month, instead of May to June
traditionally.

5 1 ').['rffx.i

Pefalialss
elr ap-.
peal through a. ieuer addressed

‘to SRA Administrator Pablo Luis

~Azcona and signed by Confed
* President Aurelio Gerardo Valder-

“rama Jr.,, NFSP President Enrique
- D. Rojas' and?anayfed P!‘esident
"Danilo Abelita; o
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By Mog J. Adonll
@MeglNQ

Sugarcane farmers and plant-
ers’ fedexatlons are asking the
Sugar Regulatory Administra-
tion (SRA) to consider start-
ing the next
month earffenhan

a| -icona, ﬂ_vféﬁu

'ﬂjmh, '

schedule, as hect.ares of canes
would already be due for har-
vestin Augustand farmers risk

suffering at least 30 days of no

freshmcome j

In its letter to SRA actmg
administrator Pablo Luls Az-
ugar C
ysed of the Con-

ql-lﬁ:ﬁp‘ N

fedgratiqn _of;S‘ug‘a.r. Erdaugiers’_ B
Associations Inc,, the National
Federation of Sugarcane Plant-

‘ers Inc., and the Panay Feder-

ation of Sugarcane Farmers
Inc.—said any delay in milling
could lower the weight

and sugar yield of mature ﬁ
canes, resulting in lower

SUGAR FARMERS SEEK EARLY HARVEST

EEmSE————  Sugar production
m B'I and lower returns
“Hectares of

for farmers.

standing
canes are due for harvest in
August. A year ago, in June
2022, the national government
urged us to start milling early,”
the Sugar Council said, noting
that sugar farmers milled at
least 432,356 tons last year to
support the government’s call.

NFSP president Enrique
Rojas explained to the Inquir-
er that mills need the SRA's
approval before they could
start milling.

“Without SRA approval, any
sugar produced by the unsanc-
tioned mill will not be issued a sug-
ar quedan. Without the quedan,
the sugar is deemed illegal and
can't be sold to traders,” he said.

In May, President Marcos de-
layed the start of the sugar mill-
ing season for crop year 2023 to
2024 from August to September
to improve raw sugar yields.

However, the Sugar Council
pointed out that around 400,000
tons of canes were now mature,
and that delaying their harvest
to Septernber “will cause them to
become overripe, compromising
purity and tonnage.”

At the same time, the
group stressed that sugar
farmers were “in dire need of
fresh income” after months of
no work in their farms since
milling finished in April this
year, which was earlier than
the traditional May to June.

“If milling will start on
Sept. 1, this will create an over-
whelming demand for farm
workers, which are already in
short supply, and. for hauling
services of truckers. Farmers
are apprehensive that this un-
precedented demand for farm.
labor and hauling services
will give rise to an unhealthy
competition, thereby driving
up their production costs,” it
added. o
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Sﬁgar planters want early start of mﬂhng

~ BY JED MACAPAGAL

PLANTERS are asking the Sugar
Regulatory Administration (SRA)

to consider advancing the start °

of the milling season by 2 month
to August instead of September,
saying sugar canes that were plant-

ed early needto be harvested soon ==

to avoid a drop in their quality.~ 1
© “Hectares of standing canes

are due for harvest in August.®

mature and delaying their harvest

to September will cause them to

become over-ripe, compromising
purity and to ”? said a letter
of the Sugar Council, composed

~of the Confederation of Sugar
Producers’ Associations. Inc. ,
National Federation of Sugarcane
‘Planters and Panay Federation of -

-2

Consequently, the ratoon plants, :
estimated at 400,000 tons are now

Sugarcane Farmers. s s A % , 7 ;
_ The group said Typhoon  Farmers in Hinigaran, Negros Occidental harvest their first produce from the sugarcane-rice cropping system on Sept. 29,
Dodong which brought torrential  2020. (Photo courtesy of PIO Negros Occidental) v ; :

rains and strong winds also caused

mature sugarcanes to lodge and if

and lesser returns to farmers.

of mills by September can also

farm labor and hauling services

left unharvested, will have lower The group also said producers  create “an overwhelming demand  will give rise to an unhealthy com-
purity and weight. especially small farmers need fresh  for farm workers” and hauling ser-  petition, thereby. driving up their

The Sugar Council warned any income after months of no wotk  vices of truckers which are now in  production costs,” the group said.
delay in milling will lower the: . in the farm. shott supply. The Sugar Council said last

weight and sugar yield of canes,
resulting to lower sugar production

The Sugar Council also
warned starting the operations

“Farmers are apprehensive that
this unprecedented demand for

See SUGAR> Page A2

SUGAR

year, five mills in Negros started
operations in August in response
to the national government’s call
to mill the canes early because of

 the local sugar supply shortage.

“In view of the early start of
milling last year, milling opera-

" tions finished earlier than usual.

Numerous sugar mills stopped
milling in April this year, instead
of the traditional May up to June.
Consequently, some sugar farm-
ers have had no income from
their farms since April” the

group added. -

Based on Department of
Agriculture’s latestymonitoring
of public markets in the National
Capital Region as of Friday, pre-
vailing retail price of sugar ranges
from P85 to P110 per kg for re-
fined sugar, P80 to P90 per kg for
washed sugar and P75 to P90 for
brown sugar. :

Meanwhile, SRA millsite moni-
toting showed composite price of
taw sugar as of July 2 was 3,000
per 50 kg bag.
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