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House bill declares ‘large-scale’ crop
smuggling as act of economic sabotage

By Jovee MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
W@joveemarie

ESPONDING to the call of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., a lawmaker
. \has recently filed a bill declaring
 “large-scale” agricultural smuggling,
hoarding, cartelization and profiteering,
~ and other acts of market abuse as economic
~ sabotage, even as smuggled agricultural
products confiscated by authorities last year
reached the P1.2-billion mark.

In House Bill 8600, or the Anti-
Agricultural Economic Sabotage of
2023, filed last Tuesday, Quezon
4th District Rep. Keith Micah Tan
said his proposal seeks to amend
Republic Act 10845, or the Anti-
Agricultural Smuggling Act of 2016.

Tan said RA 10845 was passed
into law with the primary objective
of protecting Filipino farmers and
their families from the rise in agri-
cultural smuggling in the country.

“Since the law’s passage in 2016,
however, eveniftherehavebeensev-
eral reports of seizure of smuggled
products, there have been no pros-
ecutions of individuals, groups, or
corporations under the law. It may
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appear that some have mastered
how to circumvent the law in order
not to be punished,” he said.
During his second State of the
Nation Address (SONA), the Presi-
dentasked Congress topassamend-
ments to the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Act. ;
With this appeal from ‘the
President, Tan said, obviously, RA
10845’s potential to finally end il-
legal activities that sabotage the

_country’s economy and the liveli-

hood of farmers had not been fully
utilized over the years.

“The present condition of our
farmers and the rising price of ag-
ricultural products because of their
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‘The state of the nation
is sound and improving’

RESIDENT Marcos delivered on Monday his sec-

ond State of the Nation Address (SONA), Wthh

focused on hot-button social and economic issues

close to the heart of Filipinos. Reporting that the
government was able to “revive and rejuvenate” the econ-
omy, he vowed to keep the country’s economic growth on
track by attractmg more investments, sustaining infra-
structure projects, upskilling our workforce and going af-
ter smugglers and hoarders of agricultural products.

“Welive in difficult times brought about l;y some forces of our own making,
but certainly, also by forces that are beyond our control. But we will continue
to find solutions,” Marcos said.

Citing the country’s economic expansion thatpeakedat 7.6 percentin2022,
the highest growth rate in 46 years, Marcos declared: “We are still considered
tobe among the fastest-growing economiesin the Asian region and the world.
It is a testament to our strong macroeconomic fundamentals.”

The sound policies crafted by his economic team helped keep inflation in
check, easing to 5.4 percentin June from 8.7 percent in January, the President
said, adding that inflation is expected to further ease by the end of the year
and settle at 2.9 percent by 2024.

To foster continued economic growth, Marcos said the government will
continue to invest in public infrastructure, food, education, health, jobs and
social protection, He also assured the people that his administration is gear-
ing up for the effects of El Nifio,

These programs are expected to help in the government's target of gener-
. ating jobs for the remaining 4.3 percent of our workforce, as well as for the
11.7 percent underemployed Filipinos.

Published and online reactions to the President’s SONA showed there was
unity across the aisles for his economic policies, which is seen moving the
country in the right direction.

Pundits welcomed his proposed tax reforms: Excise tax on smgle—use plas-
tics; value-added taxon digital services; rationalization of miningfiscalregime;
and motor vehicle user charge. Also cited were his proposed amendments to
the Fisheries Code; Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act; and Cooperative Code.

Jonathan L. Ravelas, senior adviser at professional services firm Reyes Ta-
candong & Co., told BUSINESSMIRROR that the President was able to address
severalpain points suchas education andjobs; affordable healthcare; and efforts
to address inflation and strengthen the economy. (Read, “Expertsgive mixed.
reviews of second Marcos SONA,” in the BUSINESSMIRROR, July 25,2023)

Ser Percival K. Pefia-Reyes, Ateneo Center for Research and Development
associate director, told BUSINESSMIRROR the President’s SONA was a “well-
articulated speech.” What mostly appealed to him were the discussion on in-
flation, food production, particularly agriculture and fisheries as well as jobs
creation. “I hope we can attract more FDI for the renewable energy projects
mentioned in the speech,” he said. “I just wish housing would figure more
prominently in our infrastructure push.”

Neda Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said the objectives Marcos has set are
all “doable.” “Most of what the President has mentioned are actually in the
Philippine Development Plan, but I think the way he put it up made it more
clear and relatable to the public,” he said. “The goals, the policy directions,
the strategies that are needed to achieve the objectives, I think those were re-
ally set out and the visions are there and th1nk1t’s great. It's one of the best
SONAs I've heard,” he said. %

“The President was not fishing for applause Hewas choosmg fewer sound
bites so he could mention more sound programs,” said Deputy Speaket and
Batangas 6th District Rep. Ralph G. Recto. “The speech was designed not to get
people excited, but to get us thinking for along time on the hard work ahead.”

The President’s second . SONA has given us a glimpse of more good things.
to come. It was a comprehensxve accounung of the state of the nanon. whn:h-
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[RST of all, Iwould like to con-
gratulate President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. on his second State of
the Nation Address (SONA) deliv-
ered on July 24, 2023, where he re-
‘ported substantial developments
for the country's agriculture sector,
also stating the sector recorded
a 2.2-percent growth in the first
quarter of the year. _
Among the factors he cited for
the growth were putting in place
measures like consolidation,
modernization, mechanization
|| and improvement of value chains,
| while the timely and calibrated
‘ importation of select food prod-
|| uctswas still undertaken to ensure
. i‘ the country’s food security.
|

e e———

Furthermore, our President said
| that the government’s method of
| attaining food security is being
| guided by both science and nature.
| This, as there is a need to ensure that

| food production is both sustainable
’ and responsible, and will also ben-
| efit the future generations.
| One of the measures he identified
’ as helping farming become more
| sustainable is the use of biofertilizers
under the Balanced Fertilization
[ Strategy (BFS) that was kicked off
by the Department of Agriculture in
mid-2022 under my watch.

The BES can reduce inorganic
fertilizer use by farmers by up to
50 percent and increase yields as
soil health improves. I mentioned
in my column last week (“Using
less resources to grow food” pub-
lished on July 18, 2023) that prior
to the formal launching of the BFS
in May 2022, the DA-Philippine
Rice Research Institute reported

[ farmers using the strategy getting
j palay (unmilled rice) yields of

| up to 7 metric tons per hectare sis in the management of the
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(MT/ha) from field trials using
a combination of inorganic and
inorganic fertilizers. This is way
above the average palay yield in
the Philippines of 4 MT/ha.
When it comes to modernizing
the country’s agriculture sector,
President Marcos said the govern-
ment through the DA provided

.over 28,000 units of modern

machines and equipment to
farmers across the country. Also,
the Chief Executive distributed
huge quantities of rice, corn and
various vegetable seeds to farmers,
while more than 100,000 coconut
seedlings were planted in almost
10,000 hectares of land through-
out the country.

The President also dlsclosed in
his SONA the preparation of the
Geo-Agri map of farm-to-market
roads (FMRs) for the entire country.
to better connect farms to markets.
This will result in the building of
600 more kilometers of FMRs in
different parts of the country.

Also, the government has
established at least 24 multi-spe-
cies hatcheries to help increase
the fish production. 7

Strengthening laws
President Marcos also commit-

ted to ask Congress to amend
the Fisheries Code and Coop-

-erative Code to incorporate and

strengthen science-based analy-

LIBRARY

country’s fishing areas. He said
the amendments to the Fisheries
Code should protect the interests
of the fisherfolk and the country's
aquatic resources.

There is also a need to amend
the Cooperative Code as more and
more farmers are consolidating and
clustering to facilitate economies
of scale. The consolidating and
clustering of farmers and fisherfolk
is being sustained by the Marcos
administration, with the clustered
groups of food producers number-
ing 300 made up of almost 900 co-
operatives and more than 200,000
hectares of farmland.

I am happy that this administra-
tion is sustaining the clustering
efforts started amid the pandemic,
as clustering also facilitates the
distribution of assistance to farmers
and allows them to enter into sup-
ply agreements with big agribusi-
ness companies through the “big

brother-small brother” partnership.

I also believe that amendments
to the Cooperative Code should
include provisions to facilitate
the forging of more “big brother-
small brother” partnerships and
protect the interests of clustered
or organized farmers.

- One of the measures I wanted
to hear from President Marcos’
SONA is how the government is

preparing for the impending El

Nino or long dry spell. Among
the measures he mentioned were
cloud seeding and the installation
of around 6,000 rainwater collec-
tion systems across the country.

Going after smugglers

Perhaps one of the strongest pro-
nouncements our President made

Agriculture still on track under BBM

in his SONA is his warning against
individuals and groups engaged in
smuggling and hoarding activities.

“One of the reasons for the
price increase is smugglers, hoard-
ers and those who manipulate the
price of agricultural products. We
will pursue and sue them. Their
work is simply not right, nor is
it compatible with our good pur-
pose,” Marcos said.

He added that smugglers, hoard-
ers and price manipulators harm
both farmers and consumers, and
that their days are numbered.

Kadiwa sale hit millions

And as a continuation of the Kadi-
wa ng Pangulo program launched
in September 2019 by the DA, the
department held more than 7,000
Kadiwa events that benefited more
than 1.8 million families. President
Marcos said sales of almost P700
million were generated from the
Kadiwa events held nationwide,
benefiting farmers, fisherfolk and
small entrepreneurs.

I'am sure that there are quarters
and sectors who wanted to hear
more from the Chief Executive
when it comes to agriculture from
his SONA. However, let us take
note that agriculture was badly
affected by the pandemic, and
the ensuing geopolitical crisis
made matters more challenging
for the sector.

Hence, leveling up the country’s
agriculture sector cannot be done by
just one man and one department
— we need collective and concerted
action, and convergence of efforts,
with President Marcos providing
the directions. And let us rally to
level up Philippine agriculture!
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Ignorlng food secur rity
flashpoinis

~ In the list of priorities that the President often
refers to, agriculture and food security rarely fails
to catch my attention. Even as glolbal supply chains
are returning to normal, a host of other developing
conditions continue to act as potential flashpoints
to a food crisis for the country.

Being a net importer of food items, the Philippines
continues to be vulnerable to fluctuations in inter-
national food prices and supply chain disruptions.
Therefore, such factors as population growth, limited

agricultural resources, and natu-
BIZLINKS ral disasters biecome huge risks.
- 3y Locally, while past efforts to
modulate our population growth
has resulted to a modest rate of 1.5
percent, the Coumtry s large popu-
lation base continues to pose chal-
lenges in securing food resources
given the declining contribution
of domestic agnculture for the
nation.

Among the global issues that
‘continue to percolate, climate
change by far represents the biggest threat to our food
security. When the simple supply shiortage of imported
onions sent our inflation data on a taiilspin, it worries me
how even a whiff of a rice shortage ican affect us.

Even if we import only a small percentage of our rice
needs, the absolute numbers represent a sizable amount
for the dining tables of many households, usually those
in the low-income levels, should the cotintry fail to secure
1mportat10ns for whatever reason..

When major rice producing and @xporting countries
like Thailand and India report potentially poor harvests
because of droughts, flooding, or even the drying up
of major water sources for agriculture, assurances of
‘adequate stocks in bodegas are not guarantees of stable
 prices.

‘While current agrarian laws have somehow blunted
the weight of rice on the country’s consumer price index,
the reality remains that the Phlhppmes is the world’s

-single largest rice importer, and is, t-herefore, vulnerable

REY GAMBOA

T e Te
“to any srgmfltant curtaﬂ'ment of rice exports
Reviewing the RCEF

For this reason alone, the government needs to priori-
tize rice self-sufficiency. This means focusing on raising
our own rice production, which does not only mean
providing more subsidies to ' encourage farmers to go
back to rice farming.

The Rice Competltlveness Enhan;ement Fund (RCEF)

which receives P10 billion annually until 2026, should
be closely monitored especially now that it has been
around for half its life. The RCEF, according to the Rice
Tariffication Law that created it, should have provided
for financial assistance to rice farmers to improve their
productivity.

But more than that, half of its yearly funds should
have gone to the mechanization and modernization of
rice farming. By now, we should have been seeing sig-
nificantly increased rice production through the use of
better farming implements.

Shouldn’t the President ask for a progress report on
this, not just in his capacity as agriculture chief, but as
the guardian of food securr for a nation of over 110
million F111p1nos7 Now is not too early. We mlght wake
up one morning to ﬂnews of widespread corruption in
administering the RCEF, whi *B by now should have
received over P30 billion already.

Kadiwa’s vulnerabrhty
The President, during his first State of the Nation

&

"Address (SONA) last year, delved much more on food

security: Then, he talked of improving the production of
agricultural commodities by enhancing the value chain
system from productron to retail.

In this year’s SONA, BBM boasted about how the
Kadiwa stores, a resurrected project of his parents half
a century ago, has been bringing down prices of agricul-
tural products by cutting out middlemen and reducing
price markups along'the supply chain.

The Kadiwa stores, unfortunately, are dependent on

‘government support to survive, such that any with-
~drawal of funds and logistics that have been oiling this

initiative would make the whole program grind to halt
almost instantaneously.

It is highly improbable that the structure on how it
operates will induce sustainability so that target
farmers and fisherfolk will set up their own systems
to bring their produce to the Kadiwa stores, thereby
bypassing a well- entrenched and well-financed lo-
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P20 PER KILO RIC

THE administration of President
Ferdinand R. Mar;:lsa]r. ig:gncen-.
trating on major -producin;
areas with ﬂu} goal of’xrnaximizing
their production levelsto attain its
targetof having P20 perkilo of rice,
Executive Secret: Lucas Ber-
samin said on Tues a¥.

In an interview: by Pinky Webb
onCNN Philippines, Bersamin said
that the Marcos administration is
doing everything to lower the
price of rice and other commodi-
tiesis s

“Iyong 20 peso-per kilo, as we
started out saying, was an aspi-
ration. Ibig sabihin noon, it may

~lalo na iyong

not be soon, it may be later...
maaabutan din natin iyan,” Ber-

“But you know, factors of pro-
duction, hindi tayo masyadong
ano dahil marami ng areas na
hindi na nagpu-produce ng

rice...But those areas that are

producing rice, we try to maxi-
mize iyong ﬂgroducﬁon levels nila.
That's another thing that we are
doing now in order to reach that
aspiration.” 5

According to Bersamin, reach-

‘ing that rice price point is not an

“entirely unrealistic ambition or
aspiration, although there are

T

BERSAMIN

several factors that might impact-
government initiatives.

,Those factors include we -
conditions, climate change, and
the looming El Nifio phenomenon
that may affect agricultural pro-
duction, he said. 2L

“Pero gina%awa ng gobyerno

epartment of Ag-
riculture na experts ai gamitin
ito na advantage din kasi there
are species of rice that thrive in
moderate, even during moder-
ate El Nino—prediction of mod-
erate El Nifio occurrences,” Ber-.
samin said.

ent of Agric

hindi masyadong mahirap ang

. ko rin sinasabin;

umagawa Nng paraan ang .

pekto sa rice production.”

= Asked if the administration has

a timetable in attaining that goal,
the Palace official did not give a
timeline, but expressed confi-
dence that it may soon be real-

“Hindi ko naman sinasabin
matagal na ma-attain iyan; hindi
ma g ma-
attain iyan. But.] am saying that
I am very confident that for as
long as government is doing
things right to attain these ge als,

Te-

_that aspiration may soon
e upan g.‘."z-;a;;iéd.glaﬁii't--&ﬁhg}i'z” Ber
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tary Mercedita Sombilla during a Post
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pDILG FUSHING "RAUIWA
FOR FOOD SECURITY

THE Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) on Tues-
day said itwill continue toimplement
policies and programssupportingthe
“KadiwangPangulo” programinline
with President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.’s goal of ensuring food security.
In a post-State of the Nation Ad-
dress (SONA) forum, DILG Secretary
Benhur Abalossaid hisdepartment will
continue to intensify engagements
between national and local govern-
ments to put up regular Kadiwa Cen-
ters in differentlocalities to make food
accessible and affordable to Filipinos.
"The Kadiwa programisanimpor-
tantmeasure that quickly responds to
food insecurity and is also a useful
measure to introduce high-nutrient
foods to malnourished populations.
That is why the DILG, in partnership
with thelocal governmentunits(L.GUs)
and concerned national government
agencies (NGAs), aims to bring this
initiative down to our communities so
wewill beable toreachmore Filipinos,
especially the poor,” Abalos said.
He also urged all local chief exec-
utivestoestablishKadiwastallsin their

barangays and seek the cooperationof
civil society organizations and the
private sector toemploy a “whole-of-
nation” approach to ensuring food
security.

The Kadiwa Program is a farm-to-
consumer market chain program that
eliminates intermediaries, allowing
local producets to sell directly to con-
sumers at affordable prices.

The DILG also reported that its
Halina't Magtanim ng Prutasat Gulay
(HAPAGQG) sa Barangay Project has so
far allocated over 881 hectares of land
for community gardening in 19,188
barangaysnationwide.

Launched early this year, the
HAPAG sa Barangay Project encour-
agesbarangaysandhouseholdstopro-
ducefresh, healthy and affordable fruits
and vegetables from their backyards
and spaces through the establishment
of community gardens in vacant and
unused areas of their villages.

Sombilla said there are three types
of Kadiwastores: the regular Kadiwa,
the KadiwangPangulo (formerly Kadi-
wa ng Pasko) and Seafood Kadiwa.

PNA
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_ 3gov’tagencies eyed

1n aggie smu
By Hector Lawas

THE Bureau of Customs (BOC),
Bureau of Plant Industry, and De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) are
now under scrutiny and may face
investigation for theirpotential in-
volvement in the smuggling of
agricultural products. :
Acoording to Justice Secret:
Jesus Crispin Remulla, the offi-
cials in those agencies have
tential influence on the supply side
of agricultural commodities.
"We have several names from
various agencies that are being
looked into regarding the entry
and issuance of permits for the
-.commodities in question,” said
Remulla in Filigino. :
When asked about the possi-
ble charges that could be filed
against those involved, Remul-
la pointed to "economic sabo-

tage."

%emulla emphasized that the
BoC holds responsibility for mon-
itoring and preventing the entry
of smuggled agricultural products
through sea-ports, while the Bu-
reaﬂti of Plant Industry is tasked
with issuing import permits. :

A_dlﬁltlimgona]l ,pt(;xe A oversees
the rel?ase ‘of other permits re-.
quired for importation.

"We are i individuals
with connections to these events
where syndicates take advantage
of our nation, manipulatin, prices
and controlling the market for

oods that Filipinos use daily,"
ulla: explained..- |

To combat this illegal activity,
Remulla stressed that the cam-
paign against agricultural smug-
gling employs a multi-pronged
."113;')[1‘0:11:]1.uI o ch,.

t's a multi-pron, approa
notjust limited to prosecution. The
government will utilize all avail-
able means to hold those involved

ccountable through various av-
enues," he said. = :

Senators called for a stop to
rampant smuggling activities in-

sisting that this kind of activity is -

really d ng the countr '
dficglly in "é'agﬁculmtrsyeﬁ
Senate President Juan Miguel .

ling probe
Migz Zubiri confirmed President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr’s for issuing
strong words and warning against
those who are mvol:r}:ad in smug-
ing operations in the country.
'ghﬂ%heple’resident is very se:t'iz_gps

about this. He considered smug-

gling as economic sab e, es-
pecially in the a'griéulh;et?gséctor.
Pagkain yan ng taong bayan.
Dapat hulihin ang sinuman
mananamantala at mag mama-
nipulate nﬁtesyo tulad ng garlic,
onion at iba pang pangangailan-
Ean ng ating mga ka abayan,"
ubiri said. :

The Senate chief confirmed
that there are “groups” con-
trolling the prices of important
agricultural productsin the coun-
try. 7 [ 3 g
“Kailangan may sampulan. Kai-
‘langan may makasuhan at maku-
long para mahinto na ang gani-
tong pananamantala,” Zubiri said.

‘Senator Imee Marcos urged
the Executive department to is-
sue a strong statement against
smugglers and urges his brother,

resident Marcos jr., to file the
necessary criminal charges
against those who are rej y
involved in smuggling activities in
the country.

. Senator Christopher Bong Go

lauded Marcos' commitment to
enhance the agriculture sector
and his stance versus smuggli
gﬁviﬁes in his SONA last Mon-
A ; :
"President Marcos has laid out
a clear and well-guided plan that
champions our ers and the
entire agricultural sector. He plac-
es this vital ent of our nation
at the heart ot our development
trajectory,” Go said. - -
‘Huwag natin pabayaan ang
local farmers, sila po ang may
binubuhay na mga kaba%»ayan
natin. Sila po ang kadalasang
-isang kahig, isang tuka. Dapat po

suportahan natin sila," Go added.

Senator Cynthia Villar for her
part said it is high time that Con-
gress approved the creation of

price manipulation.
et NI CamﬂlgP Balagtas

special court that will handle cas--
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DILG todo-si:porpa sa ‘Kadiwa ng Pan UIQ'

ment of

ak ng Depart- \mas marami . los :
the Interior and , \d i local ¢ le‘i‘ax ut as‘

laha

Local Government (DILG program ' na ma tatag n mga
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PCIC to remain under Finance dept

By RAADEE S. SAuUsA

THE chief of the Philippine Crop
Insurance Corp. (PCIC) said
the Governance Commission
for Government-owned and -con-
trolled corporations (GCG) decided
itwillremain under the Department
of Finance (DOE).

“Ithink there’s already a decision
onthatwith the GCG, rightnowwe're
still will be under the DOE,” Philip-
pine Crop Insurance Corp. (PCIC)

President Jovy C. Bernabe said last
Tuesday. The Department of Agri-
culture (DA) earlier proposed that
the PCIC be brought back under its
supervision to “harmonize” its op-
erations for “better” foodproductmn
and food security.
GideonD.V.Mortel, GCG commis-
smner confirmed Bernabe's state-
mentc1t1ngthezrrecentrneetmgwuh
officials of the PCIC, the DOF, the
DA, the Department of Budget and
Management department and the

performance managemeﬁt system.

The discussion is really for the
PCIC to remain under the wing of
the DOE,” Mortel added.

“Right now, we are focusing on
our financial operations and we're
getting a lot of good inputs from our
financial economic managers, while
we are under the DA" Bernabe said.

“Sowe have to make sure that the-
financial status remains robust and
being under the DOF really is help-
ful to the PCIC,” he added.

Page of



A broader ook at todays |

Date: JUCY 23, W23 Page: BY

s
N LIBRARY
| DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page

of



Buslpeslerror

Date:

e

sugar u p2 )

HE prevailing retail price
I of refined sugar as of July
9 went up by nearly a quar-
ter compared to last year’s level,
according to data from the Sugar
Regulatory Administration (SRA).
SRA indicated in its report
on the country's sugar supply
‘and demand situation that the
prevailing retail price of sugar
reached P105 per kilogram (kg),
24.26 percent higher than the
P84.50 perkgrecordedayearago.
Datafrom the SRA also showed
that the prevailing prices of raw
and washed sugarwentupby35.94
percent and 34.85 percent to P87
and P89 per kg, respectively.
In contrast, the prevailing
wholesale price of refined sugar

Agriculture’s latest monitoring
of public markets in the National
Capital Region, the prevailing

= A broader look at todays business e
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declined by 1.2 percent to P4,100

per 50-kg (Lkg) bag, compared

to the P4,150 per Lkg recorded a
year ago. 3
The prevailingwholesale prices
of rawand refined sugar, however,
were higher during the period. Raw
sugarwas pricedat P3,650 per Lkg
while washed sugar was sold for
P3,800 per Lkg. _
Data from the SRA also showed
that raw sugar supply during the
periodfellby 5.25 percentto 1.937
million metric tons (MMT), from

. last year’s 2.044 MMT.

As for refined sugar, figures
from the SRA indicated that im-
ports propped up total supplyas of
July 9. Total physical refined stock
more than doubled to 443,841.40

retail price of sugar ranged from
P85 to P110 per kg for refined
sugar, P82 to P90 per kg for
washed sugar and P78 to P90 for
brown sugar.

On Tuesday, the SRA rejected

"a proposal from farmer’s groups

to move the milling of sugarcane
to August.

SRAActmgAdmlmstrator Pab-
lo Azcona said the start of opera-
tions of sugar mills will start on
September 1, as scheduled.

Azconasaidstartingmillingop-

_ erations earlier caused farmers to

miss income opportunities worth
at least P700 million.

Recently, the Sugar Council
composed of the Confederation
of Sugar Producers’ Associations
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MT during the period from last
year’s 195,436.45 MT.
Based on the Department of

Inc., National Federation of Sug-
arcane Plantersand Panay Federa-
tion of Sugarcane Farmers asked
the SRA to consider advancing the
start of the milling season. They
said sugarcanes that were planted
early need to be harvested soon
to preserve their sucrose content.
Sugar Order 1 issued by the
SRA in August 2022 estimated
that the Philippines will produce
1.876 MMT of raw sugar the cur-
rent crop year which will end on
August 31.
As total domestic raw sugar
withdrawal could reach 2.030
- MMT, the governmenthad decided
to classify all sugar produced in
the current crop year as “B” or for
the domestic market. RaadeeS$. Sausa
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Agency sustains
adlai cultivation

THE cultivation of adlai i in the
country is being sustained by the
Department of Agriculture-Bureau
of Agricultural ch (DA-BAR)
as the crop shows potential to
help ensure food security at the
local level.

BAR data showed that adlay
or adlai has been cultivated in
various parts of Asia but remains
under-appreciated and underuti-
lized in the Philippines as rice and
corn have become the commonly
grown staples.

However, adlay is now gain-
\ing renewed interest due to its
potential health benefits and
adaptability to marginal areas.
This renewed interest has led re-
searchers to 1mplement projects
that aim to revive adlay farming
by mtroduung intercropping with
leguminous crops and promoting
sustainable enterprise develop-
ment,” BAR said.

The agency also recommends
intercropping adlai with legumi-
nous crops such as groundnut,
cowpeas and mung bean to in-
crease soil fertility in the produc-
tion of the crop. :

“Leguminous crops increase the
level of nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium, correct the soil pH and
improve the structure of the soil,”
BAR added.

Among the areas where BAR
is coordinating projects for adlai
cultivation is in the Zamboanga
Peninsula (Region 9). Funded

through Republic Act 11494, or -
the “Bayanihan to Recover as One -

Act,” the project BAR coordinated
with the DA-Zamboanga Penin-
sula (ZamPen) office aimed to a

sustainable adlay enterprise model
for farmers in the ‘marginal areas
of the region.

DA-ZamPen reached out to

‘adlai farmers in marginalized
areas and registered about 486
-farmers of the crop and 27 farm-
er-groups, mostly Indigenous
people (IP) and rebel returnees
located in Camp Salman, Zam-
boanga Sibugay, also in support
“of the National Task Force to End
Local Communist Armed Conflict
“program. The project also provided
the women in IP communities addi-
tional income throtigh the develop-
ment of adlai-based food products.

Also, DA-Calabarzon (Region 4A)
pushed adlai production through
mtu'croppmg of leguminous crops
in Quezon and Batangas.

The project was implemented
in Batangas and Quezon, where
farmer cooperators were selected
to be allotted at least 1,500 square
meters for the project. Soil sam-
plings were also done in the two
provinces to determine the nutri-
ent composition of the soil for the
application of fertilizers.

“It aimed to increase farmers’ in-
come and expand areas for plant-
ing materials, processing and other
promotional activities, resulting in
an expected increase in the adop-
tion rate of the technology,” it
said, referring to the adlai project
for Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezon).

The Pulot variety was used as the
‘main crop, while leguminous crops
such as peanut (Blyaya f&) soybean
(NSIC Sy 8) and mungban (NSIC
Mg 14) were used for

- CONRAD M. CARINO
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on food

BY IRMA ISIP

THE Department of Trade and
Industry (DT) is seeking approval
of a six-point three-year plan that
would manage the country’s food

logistic: a.ﬁhalls.ug,es, dncluding

smugg]mgan
Ruth Castelo, DTI undersec-

retary, said the proposed food
log:sucs action agenda that has
‘been presented to the economic

evelopment group adopts,a
supply chain control tower ap-
proach involying multiple stages
from farm gate to storage, d.!stn-
bution and retail.

Castelo said the plan involves
the ' issuance of ‘presidential di-
réctives creating an inter agency
Committee on Food logistics, the
institutionalization ‘of the eco-
nomic intelligence sub -task group
and congressional action through
legislation. .

“Implemenung a c:ontrol tower
approach in the food sector could
provide real-time visibility in food
availability, pricing, demand and po-
tential disruptions. This could help
in managing food security issues,
reducing food waste, and curbing
cartelization among other benefits,
Castelo said in a presentation.

The DTI acknowledges this
would require significant invest-

ment in technology and infrastruc-

ture, data integration from multi-
ple sources as well as coordination
among numerous stakeholders in
regulatory compliance. :

measures against hoarding,
smuggling, overstaying of food
imports, and monitoring of
warehouses or cold storage
facilities.

“We have already started dis-
cussing monitoring of cold

torage facilities with the Depart-
ment.of Agriculture. We also
want to revitalize the sub-task
group on economic mtelhgmce
which we have done in the past

|
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ogistics

“Bagsakan./sThe La Trimdad veget*:le tradmg postwHich. handle’é éboode&fc tons of geoas daily is shdwn' on June 24,
2021. The DTl aims to use a supply chain control tower approach in mumpte stages from farm gate to storage dlstnbutlon

and retaik. (PNA Photo)

“We would like to revolitiohize
the Philippine food - distribution
system from farm to port” Cas-
telo said: ' :

The first step involvés the up-
grade of ‘existing food ‘terminals
and the creation of additional
food hubs and pilot the concept
of agro-industrial business corri-
dors in any of the areas in Baguio;
Bataan, Clark, Cavite etc. i3

¥
Second, Castelo said the DTT. *

hopes to reduce transport and logis-

i

tics costs by imposing a moratonum
‘on pass- through fees, a moratotium
on the imposition of addmonal, port
fees.and other, chatges, Zefo  toler-
“afice o gray costs and legislation to
regulate high mtemauonzl sh:ppmg
charges.
Third, Castelo said the plan
aims to mgrcake ‘inves et&sadp
logistics infrastructure, such as

. fransportation and storage.

- Castelo said the Department
of Public Works and Highways

DTI

and which has actually gener-
ated a lot of results. If this is
institutionalized, maybe through
an executive order or through
through whatever order of the
President, this task group could
produce a lot of results and prob~
ably help even a bit in preventing
smuggling,” Castelo said.

The last involves the use of
information and communication
technology in improving logistics

performance, from streamlining
and automation of government
permits and licenses to the integra-
tion of systems within the logistics
ecosystem.

Castelo said if approved
and legislated by 2026, the
plan would have achieved the
following results: reduce logistics
costs; interoperable transport
and logistics related systems
created; - at least one food hub

71

and ‘the DTI are workmg on a
jcold chain integrative integrative
distribution system,
" Pourth, the plan, calls for the
ad;ustmcnt of other suppiy chain
gapq such as logistics and djstnbu-
tion, post-harvest management,
market hnkagcs -market informa-
., tion and access to finance.
" 'Fifth; Castelo said the program

aims to heighten enforcement

See DTI> Page A2

in any of the high growth areas
in Metro Manila or Region 3 or
Region 4-A established; at least
one food terminal upgraded into
a Mercato; key food logistics in-
frastructures identified, funded
and built; private sector invest-
ments in cold storage warechouses
technology present; warehouse
registry developed and; stream-
lined government processes and
available online.
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CCA Maml

for Nutntlon

‘THE country’s top culinary sc‘nool,

CCA Manila, in collaboration with
the Department of Agriculture-
Philippine Rice Research Institute
(DA-PhilRice) and the Internation-
al Rice Research Institute (IRRI), is
proud to announce a partm-.rshlp

to develop a range of recipes using
Malusog Rice as the main ingredi-

ent. This collaborauon aims to

celebxatc Nutrition Month
and promote the nutnuona.l
benefits of Malusog Rice, a ]
groundbreaking variety of
rice developed to help ad-
dress vitamin A deficiency
(VAD) in the country.

Rice, the vﬁty heartbeat of
Filipino cuisine, constitltes
‘almost 40% of our diet. But

s much as we adore this staple,
it falls short in providing essential

‘micronutrients, like vitamin A.
Imp:ovmg the nutritional content
of rice could have a significant
xmpact on the nutritional intake
of rice-consuming countries like
the Philippines, where dietary

‘inadequacy remains high among

‘all socioeconomic classes, compro-

‘mising the health and potential of

‘our children and families.
Malusog Rice, also knpwn as

Golden Rice, was developed by -

Prof. Ingo Potrykus and Prof.-

Peter Beyer, with the technol-
ogy bemg donated to developing -

countries like the Philippines.
The Malusog Rice Program of
DA-PhilRice, is leading the de-
velopment, production, and de-
ployment of Malusog Rice in the
Philippines, in collaboration with
IRRI and other government and
non-government agencies.

Malusog
rigorous bi
from repu
~as Health Ca

Australia Ne
and Drug A

.Unitedr States of America, and
DA-Bureau of Plant Industry. It
has been determined to be as safe,
- with the added benefit of beta-
carotene in the grain, which the
body converts to vitamin A. *
Malusog Rice offers significant
benefits to the Filipino population.
It can help improve the diets of
children, who are often deficient
in vitamin A, by providing 30-50%
-+ of the Estimated Average Require-
ment (EAR) for vitamin A. Fn fact,
one cup of cooked Malusog Rice
can provide as much beta-carotene
as 4 cups of cooked kangkong
(water spinach), a commonly con-
sumed vegetable.

| Moreover, Malusog Rice is not .

significantly different from com-
monly available rice varieties in

tastBandcosLInmaltastetestshavc '

LIBRARY

$ié72
Y DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

{ shown that partlc:pa.nts s coul
f nqt
" Rice and regular rice. O'ngomg

~ consumer sensory evaluation in the

pilot provinces, confirms that the
taste of Malusog Rice is comparable
to that of regulat rice,

The partnership between CCA
Manila and the Malusog Rice Pro-
gram aims to develop recipes that

highlight the vétsauhty of Malusog

Rice by utilizing various indigenous
mgrcd;cnts, coolnngmethods, and
heirloom technigues from the Phil-

ippines. These recipes, accompa- -

aied by comprehensive nutritional
value calculations, will be designed

 to feed a typical Filipino family of

six at an affordable cost of P300.
To maximize the i impact of the

Malusog Rice, Rec1pes, yarious

formats such as recipe cards, cook-
books, and posters will be utilized
for dissemination. A soft launch of
the recipes is planned to coincide
with the national celebg:anon of
Nutrition Month this July. This

initiative emphasizes the potential

of Malusog Rice to improve the

INTE 2 ‘3
numtlon of vulnetable popu.lanon

betweenMalusog £ gtoups and undetscox@ its impor-

tance in complemennng existing
nuttition interventions.

- “We are excited to partner with
the Malusog Rice Program to de-
velop Malusog Rice Recipes. that

“notonly showmae the versatility of

this remarkable rice variety but also
contribute to addressing the pressing
issue of witamin A deficiency in our
_country,” said Dr. Ma. Veritas Luna,
Chancellor for Education of CCA
Manila. “Through this collaboration,
we aim to inspire mothes, cooks,
chefs, and consumers, in general, to
explore the vast culinary possibili-
ties of Mahlsog Rice and enham;e
 the overall nutrition of our nation.”
This partnership between. CCA
Mamla and the Malusog Rice Pro-
gram signifies a mgmﬁcant step
forward in the ongoing efforts to
combat vitamin A deficiency in the
.Pkuhppmcs. By combining culinary
expertise with scientific innova-
tion, the recipes will revolutionize
the way Filipinos perceive and
consume rice in their daily lives.

Page of



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: WL’"\/ Q;f ""076 Page: 8\ ‘i%

s
N LIBRARY
| DBEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

page ¥ of 2



PRACE: 2 o 2

ILOCOS

| of Bataan, and northern portion.
of Bulacan.

Egay is forecast to exit the
Philippine area of responsibility
(PAR) this morning, The Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Admin-
istration (PAGASA) is monitoring
a low pressure area (LPA) that was
still outside the country as of 4
p.m. yesterday. The LPA was some
1,615 km east of northeastern
Mindanao.

- Egay, as of 7 p.m. yesterday, was
some 95 km west northwest of
Calayan in Cagayan. It was mov-
ing northwestward at 15 kph, with
maximum sustained winds of 165
kph near the center and gustines§
of up t0.230 kph.

PAGASA said Egay will move
generally northwestward ot north |
northwestward, passing over the
waters south and southwest of
Taiwan, in the next 24 houts.

“Outside the PAR region, Egay
will ctoss the Taiwan Strait and
make landfall in the vicinity of
Fujian, China on Friday morning,”
PAGASA said.

Egay made its firstlandfall in Fuga
Island in Apatri town at 3:10 a.m.,,
and the second at around 9:30 a.m.
in Dalupiti Island in Calayan town.

The Cagayan provincial disaster
risk reduction and management
office reported fl in several
towns in the province, Its chief,
Rueli Rapsing, al¢o said the roof
of the Sanchez Mira municipal
hall was blown away due to Egay’s
strong winds which also damaged

- windows of the town’s evacuation

centet, forcing authorities to send

evacuees to multi-purpose centers
of the barangays.

“We're expecting huge da.mage

to agriculture,” said Rapsing, not-
ing that farmers have just finished
heavy planting crops.

Répsing said flooding were

. monitored in the towns of Lal-lo;

Pamplona and Claveria, He said
some bridges were not passable
due to flooding,

“There are barangay roads that
are impassable but as to roads and
bridges, they are passable,” he said.

Rapsing said power outages were
reported in the towns of Baggao,
Sta Teresita, Gonzaga, Sta Ana,
Buguey, and Alcala and in Tugueg-
arao City, He said power in some
of these areas has been restored,

“Hopefully, there will be no
further damage to property and
infrastructure. We are closely
‘monitoring damage to infrastruc-
ture,” he said.

Rapsing said they are on alett for
possible swelling of Cagayan riv-
ers, noting that Cagayan is a catch
basin for neatby provinces,

The National Electrification
Administration said 45 electric co-
operatives were affected by Egay,
and 26 are in normal operations
while 13 are experiencing partial
powet interruption,

DISPLACED
As of yesterday mofning, Raps-

ing said some 4,854 families ot
15,843 individuals have been

-displaced by Egay. These are from
:216 barangays in 22 municipalities.

Edgar Posadas, spokesman of
the National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management Coun-

«cil (NDRRMC), said “no major

untoward incident” was so far
reported in Cagayan Valley.
“There were uprooted trees,
electric posts were toppled and
houses made of light materials

Malaya
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were damaged. They also have
evacuees,” said Posadas.

“But thank God, they have no
casualties and their evacuees are
being attended to by DSWD (De-
partment of Social Welfare and
Development),” he added.

Posadas said the Office of Civil
Defense (OCD) Cagayan Valley

was able to contact, through satel-

lite phone, authorities at Fuga Is-
land hours after Egay made landfall
in the island.

“Based on their initial report
(OCD Cagayan Valley), there was
no major incident, or major inci-
dent or major event that occurred
due to the landfall,” he said.

“Cagayan Gov. Manuel Mamba
said the province’s northern por-
tion was battered by strong winds
and heavy rains,

“We have localized flooding
especially in the coastal areas and
there is damage to ctops.., As to
damage to properties, we are still
assessing, There are areas where
roofs (of structures) were blown
away,” he said.

STATE OF CALAMITY

Mamba said the assessment will

ke serve as basis for him whether

to ask the provincial council to
declare the province under a state
of calamity,

The provincial council of Hocos
Norte placed the province under a
state of calamity.

“The declaration of the state of
calamity in the province enables
the provincial government to
mobilize resources swiftly and ef-
ficiently to assist the affected resi-
dents,” the Ilocos Norte provincial
government said in a statement.

“Heavy rainfall, flooding in
low-lying areas, power and:com-

munication interruptions, and
road blockages have been reported

ithroughout the province,” it added.

The Ilocos Norte provincial
disaster risk reduction and man-
agement office is still assessing
the extent of Egay’s damage in
the province.

In a press briefing after a meet-
ing with NDRMC officials at
Camp Aguinaldo, Defense Sec-
retary and NDRRMC chairman

" Gilberto Teodoro Jr said they can-

not say if the effect of Egay was

minimal as assessment is ongoing.

“We ate still in the period of
rapid response to, numbet one,
serve our displaced countrymen;
numbet two, to ensure that basic
services are restored as soon as
possible,” he said.

During the meeting, the Of-

fice of Civil Defense presented
the initial effects of Egay and the
southwest it has been enhancing in
the past days, -

e OCD said 44,356 families
ot 180 439 individuals have been

affccted in Ilocos, Central Luzon,
Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol re- .

gion, Western Visayas, Northern
Mindanao and Soccsksargen,

Of the number, 2,796 families
or 11,041 individuals are displaced.

AID

President Marcos Jr., who is
in Malaysia for a state visit, said
government has on stmdby P173
million worth of funds, in addi-
tion to food and non-food relief
items that had been prepositioned
to areas within the typhoon’s path.

He said search, rescue, and re-
trieval personnel from the Armed
Forces, Bureau of Fire Protection,
and the Philippine Coast Guard are
also prepared to assist.

J'UL‘( 23, 23
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Data from the Department of
Social Welfare and Development-
Disaster Response Operations
Monitoting and Information Cen-
tet (DROMIC) showed that 38,991
families or 154,864 persons from
the 149 barangays in Regions I (Tlo-
cos), 11 (Cagayan Valley), IIT (Cen-
tral Luzon), IV-A (Calabarzon),
IV-b (Mimaropa), VI (Western
Visayas), VII (Central Visayas), and
XII (Soccsksargen) are affected,

There are 1,393 families (4,024
persons) which includes the 921
families (3,211 persons) staying
in 51 evacuation centers and 472
families (813 persons) temporat-
ily staying with theit relatives or
friends.

The depattment said P1.049 mil-
lion worth of aid had already been
provided to the affected families
while P2.167 billioh composed of
funds (P173 million) and stockpiles
of food and non-food items (P1.99

. billion) are on standby.

DAMAGE TO AGRI

The Department of Agriculture
said initial damage to the agticul-
ture sector was placed at P255,000
as of 1 p.m. yesterday, equrwlent
to 4 metric tons of goods tended
by 77 farmers in 40 hectares of
affected ateas,

The DA also said assistance
available for distribution to af-
fected farmetrs and fishers include
rice, cotn and assorted vegetable
seeds; drugs and biologics for live-
stock and poultry; and fingerlings
assistance to affected fisherfolk
from the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources

The agency said the Survival and
Recovety loan program from the
Agricultural Credit Policy Council

with loanable amount of up to

dif
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P25,000 payable in three years at
zeto interest also continues aside
from a quick response fund for
the rehabilitation of affected areas.

AIRPORTS

Airports in Northern Luzon
suspended operations, according
to the Civil Aviation Authority of
the Philippines (CAAP).

CAAP Atrea Center 1 Manager
Ronald Estabillo said aitlines were
advised to suspend the flight op-
eration in Laoag yesterday until
today, July 27 due to heavy rainfall.

CAAP added that flights in Vigan
port Rosales Airport, San Fernando
and Tuguegarao Airport Basco Air-
port, Cauayan Airport, and Palanan
Airport were also si

According to CAAP, Vigan
Airport incurred minimal dam-
age to its facilities while Lingayen
Airport’s ramp was flooded due to
heavy rainfall. Part of the roof of
the airport’s fire station was dam-
aged by strong winds.

Tuguegarao Airport halted flight
opetations for the day as com-
mercial electricity has been down
Minor flooding at the airports
taxiway was reported.

Basco Airport, Cauayan Airport,
and Palanan Airport continue to
expetience strong winds and rain.
The urfeom reported no damages
to its facilities and commercial
‘electricity remains available.

- San Jose Airport’s Cebgo flight
to and from Manila has been
canceled affecting a total of 155
passengers and Iba Airport con-
tinues to experience strong wmda

" and rain but reported no dama,

to its facilities, = With Jocely n
Montemayor, Jed Macapagal.
and Myla Iglesias
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SONA, in the flesh

here were two SONAs (State of

the Nation Address) which I was

fortunate enough to witness in the

flesh, in the august session hall of
the Batasang Pambansa in Quezon City. I
was then the Secretary of the Department
of Tourism, appointed by President Joseph
E. Estrada.

The SONA is a solemn, ceremonious

annual event where the nation’s lawmak-
ers in the company of the Cabinet, the
diplomatic corps, heads of numerous gov-
ernment corporations, leaders of churches
- and congregations, eminent members of the
private sector are gathered, by invitation, to
listen to the President’s report about his/her
achievements and future objectives. Unwit-
tingly, it is also an annual fashion extrava-
ganza that belies poverty in the Philippines.

- Not everyone is invited to the SONA, the
gates are closed to those who live the na-

tion’s problems in the flesh. Avowed activ-'

ists of the labor, transportation, educational
and agricultural sectors, militant NGOs of
.indigent masses are never invited to yent

their own views of the state of this nation. .
The President and entourage are usu-
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ally flown to the Ba-
tasan in government
aircraft while others
are chauffeured in of -
ficial vehicles with
bodyguards. Tri-me-
dia practitioners are
given strategic places
and vantage points, they make ambush in-
terviews, record sound bites, and snap un-
guarded moments. It must be more fun now

LANDSCAPE

GEMMA CRUZ ARANETA

with iPhones, tablets, selfies, etc. My fellow

Cabinet members used to tease, “If you want

_press coverage, stand beside Gemma.”

President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.,
(PBBM) delivered his second SONA on July
24. Because of his youth and experience
with local government (as governor of Ilocos
Norte), I was hoping he would establish a
trend by unabashedly acknowledging the
gravest problem we face as a nation, before
heralding the accomplishments of his two

“ years in office.

Frankly, I wanted PBBM to start by say-
ing something like this: There are disturb-
ing reports about Filipino children whom Dr.
Jose Rizal called the hope of the fatherland.
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In the first two years of their lives, 12.3 percent are
underwelght while 7.2 percent are already wasted.

In the medical sense, wasting is acute malnutrition
caused by periods of undernutrition, lack of sanita-
tion that result in wastage of muscles and fat tissues;
a malnourished and wasted child is also a stunted

child, his height-to-weight ratio is below accepted

standards. What about the child’s brain? These go
beyond health problems. These are socio-economic
issues caused by dire poverty.

The 2020 Census conducted by the Philippine
Statistics Authority revealed that 11 million chil-
dren aged zero to four are malnourished, stunted
and wasted. The DOH reported that 21.6 percent
of infants and toddlers are stunted and that this
had plateaued in the last 10 years. The other end
of the spectrum is obesity, strangely enough. With
no access to nutritious food, children who are now
physically inactive are given junk food so they
become obese. If it is any consolation, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Thailand have the same malnumtlon
and obesity problems. Most of the 17 million stunted
children of the Asian region live in the Philippines
and Indonesia; 49 percent subsist in rural areas
while the rest dwell in urban centers. That is why
I decided to take the helm of the Department of
Agriculture because malnutrition, stunting and
wasting are socio- economic problems that have to
be addressed not only by the President’s office but
other departments of the government.

Had PBBM mentioned our problems first, it would

have given more context to his success stories of
boosting local agricultural production through
consolidation, modernization, mechanization and
improvement of value chains augmented by timely
and calibrated importation. In the SONA, he said
the Department of Agriculture raised food security
by 2.2 percent by using scientific methods, minding
the balance of nature so production is sustainable
enough to benefit present and future generations.
He asked Congress to amend the Fisheries Code to
include science-based analysis. By clustering farm
and-fisheries and livestock multiplier farms, there
are already 300 clusters of 900 cooperatives. PBBM
has also revived Kadiwa. :

A Department of Water Resources and Manage-
ment will be created with an allocation of ?14 6
billion for water supply projects like the 6,000
rainwater collection systems across the country
in preparation for El Nifio and the first Wawa Bulk
Water Supply for the NCR and Rizal province. 4

The “Build, Better, More” with an initial budget
of $8.3 trillion is by far the most spectacular of
PBBM'’s programs as it envisions the physical con—
nectivity of this archipelago not only by farm- to-
market roads but by inter-island bridges, a rallway
system that will take provincial travel to astounding
levels, air and maritime ports, more expressways,
skyways and a network of subways. That should have
a positive impact on the poverty problem. What
PBBM’s third SONA be like? (ggc1898@gmail. com,
gemmacruzaraneta.com)

J |
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By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

rade and Industry Secretary

‘Alfredo E. Pascual, has pro-

posed that government adopts

what he called a “supply chain
control tower” approach complete with
asix-pointaction agendatomanagethe
country’s food logistics and challenges
and ensure food security.

Pascual, aformer academician hav-
ing served as former president of the
University of the Philippines, already
presented the DTI 3-year actionagenda
proposal to the economic development
group.

DTI Undersecretary Ruth Castelo
unveiled the proposed “supply chain
control tower” approach during the post
State of the Nation Address briefing by
the food security cluster of the Cabinet
that includes the DTI, Department
of Agriculture, Department of Public
Works and Highways, among others.

Topping the six-point agenda is to
revolutionize the Philippine food dis-
tribution system from farm to port.
This would mean upgrading existing
food terminals, and establishment of

27 JUL 2073
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additional food hubs.

This action agenda calls for piloting
the concept of agro industrial business
corridors in any of the areas in Baguio
and Clark.

The second action agenda is to re-
duce transport and logistics costs. “We
wouldlike to thinkthat this might create
a little bit of controversy,” Castelo said
as this action agenda calls for a mora-
torium on pass through fees, a mora-
torium on the imposition of additional
port fees and other charges.

| Castelo said this means “zero toler-
ance on gray costs.” This action agenda

_ callstoregulate high international ship—
-ping charges.

While this is a controversial pro-
posal, she stressed that once done, “it's
going to provide us the resource that
wewant.”

The third proposal is to increase
investments in logistics infrastructure
and storage.

“Of course, we need budgetary sup-
port for logistics infrastructure,” she
said adding that DPWH and the DTI are
already working on it.

“We want a cold chain integrated

=
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DTI proposes 6-action
agenda for PH food security

with distribution system that is the full
implementation of the system that is
provided by the Philippine cold chain
industry roadmap,” she said.

Fourth is to address other supply
chain gaps such as logistics and dis-
tribution, post harvest management,
market linkages, market information,
and market access to finance.

. Fifth is to heightened enforcement
measures against hoarding, smug-
gling overstaying of food imports, and
monitoring of warehouses or cold stor-
age facilities. “We have already started
discussing monitoring of cold storage
facilities with the Department of Agri-
culture,” she said.

This means also revitalizing the sub
task group on Economic Intelligence,
which has been done in the past and
which has actually generated a lot of
results. The President may issue an
executive order to institutionalize this
initiative, she said.

“This task group could reduce a lot
of resources and probablyhelp even abit
in preventing, smuggling,” Castelo said.

The last action agenda is to use
ICT to improve logistics performance

from streamlining and automation of
government permits and licenses to
the integration of systems within the
logistics ecosystem. !

All these deliverables require a law
through Congress or an executive order
to ensure unplementatlon

If the six-action agendais approved
and legislated by 2026, Castelo said
the Philippines would have achieved
reduced logistics costs, interoperable
transport and logistics related systems.
“We will have at least one food hub in
any of the high growth areas in Metro
Manila or Region 3 or Region 4 and one
food terminal upgraded into a Mercato.

Thus, the first task, Castelo stressed,
is the approval of this food logistics ac-
tion agenda.

This should be followed by the issu-
ance of presidential directives, creating
an inter agency Committee on Food
logistics, and the institutionalization
of the Economic Intelligence sub
group and then the consideration o
proposed issuances by Congress.

Once done, she said the “suppl
chain control tower" has been estab
lished. i
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By BELLA CARIASO

‘The b;:bérﬁfient of Agriculture

(DA) is expecting retail prices of

ve%_etables to rise due to the impact .
of Typhoon gas);:3
' DA Assistant Secretary and spokes-

person Kristine Evangelista yesterday -
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said the agency coriﬁnues“ to monitor
13 wet markets in Metro Manila.

" Evangelista said that while the in- -
is expected, the DAwould make

creaseis .
sure that the adjustment is reasonable.

31

X3

@
to drive up

“We all know that typhoons af:

" fect prices in the markets. But we are

ready to help in the logistical side,

“muchis accep
Based on monitoring of the DA,

P
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as it becomes a challenge, causing
movement in the retail prices. We are
coordinating with the vendors so they
are aware i

e,” she said.

theretaﬂ rice of carrots reached
P250 per kilo; cabbage, P160; Baguio

tagllmes move, and how

L

beans, P120; potatoes, P150; pechay
Baguio, P120; sayote, P70; bitter
ourd or ampalaya, P130; string
eans, P130; squash, P60; eggplant,
P120 and tomatoes, P120 per kilo.
Retail prices of onions reached

P200 per kilo at the Commonwealth -
Market in Quezon City, and between

/egetable prices - DA

P140 and P180 per kilo in other Metro

- Manila markets.

“All the stocks of onions were in
the hands of the traders and we are
monitoring the cold storage. We con-
tinue to find ways to bring down the
retail prices of not only onions but also

-other commodities,” Evangelista said.
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Asian regions to lead
global farm production

Farm output from South and
" Southeast Asia will expand the
fastest worldwide by 2023, the
United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (UN-FAO) said.
: Agncultural output from the
region is expgcted to expand by
20 percent among the fastest of
all regions,” the FAO said in its
Agricultural Output released on
Wednesday.

The organization added that
over the projection period, South
and Southeast Asia would account

for the biggest share of global out-

put growth.

. “Therate ofagricultural production
growth is almost double that of its
population, suggesting that the value
of agricultural output s also set torise
in per capita terms,” it said.

Based on the latest UN estimates,
Southeast Asia is home to 8.54 per-
cent of the total world population.

The South and Southeast Asian
regions are the largest contributor
to the total value of global output
from agriculture and fisheries with
crop production accounting for
the biggest share at 52 percent.

“Crop production is expected
to expand by 16 percent, resulting -

in a slight reduction in its share
of total agriculture and fisheries
output by 2032,” FAO said.

- Itadded that increased fertilizer
use will contribute to achieving
yield gains, “as application per
hectare is expected to increase 8
percent by 2032."

FAO noted that the regions also

largely contribute to global output
for a variety of food products such

as rice, wheat, vegetable oil, pulses
and sugar. ol
“Apart from vegetable oil, where

it remains stable, the regions’ share

in global production is expected to
rise for all these products,” it added.

"The increase in agricultural
output for the coming years could
lead to higher alternative sources
of imports for the Philippines,
chief economist at Rizal Com-
mercial Banking Corp. Michael
Ricafort said.

He also noted the proximity of
the Philippines to other Southeast
Asian countries could lead to more
sources of imports such as rice and
food items at greater availability.

“Greater agricultural output
or supplies would tend to lead
to lower prices of agricultural

 products, especially rice and other

agricultural food products in
Southeast Asia and in the rest of
the world,” said Ricafort.

“It could also lead to lower
prices of imported agricultural
commodities for the country than
otherwise,” he added.

On the other hand, FAO noted

thatthenmnchallengesﬁungthe_‘

region is its ability to sustainably

increase productivity and innova-

tion, especially during climate

- change risks, a growing population

and resource limitations.
- "To continue improving food
security, it will need to sustain

income growth in a less supportive

global environment amid high in-

flation and ongoing affordability

challenges,” FAO added.
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Searca officials meet 3 ambassadors

FOCUSING on the center's upcoming
initiatives and potential collaboration
opportunities to enhance agricultural
development in the region, the leader-
ship of the Southeast Asian Regional
(Center for Graduate Study and Research
in Agriculture (Searca) recently met
with three ambassadors in a series of
diplomatic engagements.

According to Leah Domingo, Searca
partnership unit public relations special-
ist, Searca Director Glenn Gregorio met
with ambassadors of Israel, Canada and
France to the Philippines, the center’s
host country, to boost agricultural
development in Southeast Asia.

Domingo said two were envoys of as-
sociate member countries of the Southeast

Asian Ministers of Education Organization

(Seameo), Searca’s mother organization.
She said Gregorio met with Israeli

Ambassador llan Fluss, along with Ester

Buzgan, the incoming deputy ambas-

sador to the Philippines, and Dee Urtua,
development cooperation officer at the

[Embassy of the State of Israel.

The meeting was on the sidelines of
the National Academy of Science and
Technology, Philippines (NAST PHL) Annual
Scientific Meeting at the Manila Hotel.

Domingo said Gregorio’s talks with
the Israeli diplomats revolved around
Searca’s future projects, and the possible
contributions that Israel could make in
their co-design and implementation.

In the evening of the same day, a Searca

delegation led by Gregorio attended the
celebration of Canada Day at the Grand

Hyatt Manila, where he and his colleagues
met Canadian Ambassador David Hartman
-and Eric Russo, counselor and readiness

and security program manager at the
Embassy of Canada in the Philippines.
During their discussion, Domingo said the
Searca team briefed embassy officials in the
center, its scope and its mandate, fostering a
deeper understanding of Searca’s work.
Their most recent partnership was
the completed Southeast Asian Upland
Agriculture Fellowships funded by the In-
temational Development Research Center
Canada and implemented by Searca.
Gregorio also attended the Bastille Day
celebration at the Embassy of France in the

Page of

Philippines on July 14, 2023 where he met
French Ambassador Michéle Boccoz.

‘Domingo said the meeting provided
another opportunity to reaffirm the long-
standing partnership between Searca
and France, particularly in research and
capacity development programs.

She said currently Searca is hosting two
Master of Science Agronomy students from
Isara-Lyon as they undertake their intemship.

Edith Coronel is working with Searca on
its School-Plus-Home Gardens and School
Edible Landscaping for Entrepreneurship -
projects, while Louise Fau is immersed in
the center’s web-based Integrated and
Spatial Engine and Smart Ecosystem or
Wise Carbon and calamansi projects.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO



Tarlac farm makes it big in

The Manila Times’

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

OR guaranteed big profits in quail (pugo)
farming, one needs a good ready to lay
(RTL) fowl. This is what Jovy Escoto does
in his brooder house at JA Escoto Farm in

Concepcion, Tarlac.

“Usually, when you buy, the
quail should be at least 25 days
old when they come out of RTL,"
Escoto said in an interview for
AGRI Ako Diyan, the agribusiness
series of The Manila Times TV.

He said the best guide is their
size. “If you order 1,000 quails,
they should be uniform in size and
at least they grow well, and must
be brown in color.”

In manually transferring quails
to their cages once they are deliv-
ered to the farm, it should not be
held too tight nor too loose so they
will not fly away:

section good to accommodate
between 80 and 100 heads, or a
total of 200 each layer or 1,000
heads in five layers.

“It is important that the quails
can move around inside the cage
and that they are not overcrowded.
Theideal size is 2 meters by 5 meters
for half of a cage in a layer,” he said.

He added that the size of the
cage should be able to accom-
modate not more than 100 quails,
and it shouldn’t be too tight or
too loose.
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M Quails need to have good ventilation because their bodies are warm.
TMT TV SCREENGRAB :

Page

uail eggs

of



Espedially those that lay eggs, Es-
coto said their quails are fed in the
moming by filling the containers in
full andin the aftemoon theyjustadd
a little when there are still leftovers.

When it comes to building their
cages, what he did was to check thein-
temet to see what is the usual design.

He noted that since the quail
is unique, their cage should have

‘a flooring that slides forward so
that when the quails lay eggs, it is
easier to pick them during harvest.

- Escoto also suggested that the
size of each cage should be two
meters by 10 meters with a divi-
‘sion in the middle to make each

The Manila Times”

“If it is too loose, there is a
tendency that they will just run
and chase each other, and it
becomes a bit stressful for the
quails,” Escoto said.

As to the gender of the quails, he
said there are females and males
on his farm and that they also
breed them there.

“For the plain raiser, these are
females which are brown. We
can tell the gender by their color,
those are the females that lay
table eggs,” he said. :

. Escoto also noted that for
the breeder, these are black and
brown. These are the ones that
are partnered to generate fertile
eggs, and these are the ones that

are hatched. first in, first out, he explained.
At the JA Estoco Farm, one can “Those ones you know are al-
also notice that there are already ready old oraged, they are the ones
bald quails that tell of theirage. ~ you can cull first,” Escoto said.
This means that they are getting Record keeping is also important,
a bit older, which is around fouror  especially when the quail farm is
fivemonths old. At this stage, some  relatively small and the production
of them start to go bald and this is ~ of eggs is not that big.
normal because after a few months, “We have to monitor and re-
the feather comes back, hesaid. °  cord our production whether it

“But at about 11 months, when
they start balding again, that is
the sign that they are really getting
old,” Estoco said.

At the farm, they also maintain
records. This is so because when
the culling period comes, it is like

has increased or when we already
reached our target,” Escoto said.
He said there are factors or
indicators when production is
decreasing, quails are stressed; or
they are not fed properly, and these
should be recorded as a reference
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in identifying and addressing any
problem that arises.

“Here at the quail farm, the male
breeders are sometimes restless and
stressed out, including their female
mates they chase,” he said.

Sometimes, when female quails are
stressed or sick, they produce whn‘.e
eges that have no shell.

He said it is alarming when
there are too many white eggs. “It
is, however, normal if there are
only a few white eggs laid.”

Unlike chickens that need to
be covered when they lay eggs,
quail cages are not supposed to
be covered.

Escoto said the birds need good
ventilation because a quail’s body
is warm, and when they are cov-
ered, it produces moisture, and
they cannot eat well but take in
much water instead.

Understanding
behavior of quai!

Escoto trains his quails to get used
to people.

“When they are afraid of hu-
mans, and silent and not moving,
the tendency is that they feel a
little stress,” he said, adding that
when they hear a little noise, they
also suffer.

He said that when one stretches
his or her hand near the quail, and
the quail pokes it, that is a sign
that they are not afraid of humans.

At JA Estoco Farm, a music
plays 24/7 for the birds. The
noise coming from a transistor

Page: _ )5

radio helps the quails to ignore
the noise coming from outside
like the barking of dogs.

“When they only hear the sound
coming from the radio, they seem to
be complacent, and the noises outside
become normal to them,” Estoco
said, adding that some of the farms
he visited play dassical music.

He noted that the more noisy
the farm is, the better for the quails
to get used to so that they will not
be stressed when they hear some-
thing else.

Also atEscoto’s farm, older quails
are fed with layer feeds while the
chicks and younger female quails
are fed with starter and booster.

He said quails do not develop
smallpox because they are re-
silient, and the only thing that
hurts them the most is when they
acquire colds.

Harvest is done during the night
for both pugolot (pugo balut) and
chicks at the same time, and then
segregated in trays. ;

“We raise a certain volume and
based on orders we need to pro-
duce them to be able to supply the
number of chicks and pugolot,”
Estoco said.

Quail eggs sell at P3.80 each.
But for cooked eggs, they usually
sell them at P5 or P6 per egg or
pass them to other resellers at
P4.20 to P4.30,

Some eggs are cooked as plain,
some sizzling, some are made into
gourmet and some make their own
delicacies. But most prefer “pugo-
lot” for its creamy sauce.
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Wheat hits five-month high after Russia attacks Ukraine port

HEAT futures pared gains onreports
W Russia failed to severely damage a

key port that is allowing Ukraine
to export grains by river into neighboring
countries.

Russian drones attacked the port of Reni
in the night leading to Monday, driving up

grain prices on fears Ukraine would not be

able to get crops to buyers. But Reni was
operating at maximum capacity Tuesday,
with seven ships due to enter, according
to Romanian official Gabriel Covrig, who
is responsible for ship piloting in the area.
Chicago futures, the most traded global
benchmark, retreated by as much as'2.2
percent. On Monday, they jumped by 8.6
percent as traders tried to determine the
repercussions of damage to the river port.
Shipments by river have become the last
major route for grain. to leave Ukraine
after Russia exited a deal allowing passage

through the Black Sea last week.
~ Inthe United States, farmers and traders

began an annual crop tour in the top wheat -

state of North Dakota where dry conditions
have hit crop yields and further holstered
crop prices.

Ukrainian exportshlstoncally havemadean
important contribution to global food supply,
and escalations in the war have triggered price
volatility throughout the conflict. While the
worldstill hasalarge buffer of wheatstockpiles,
the latest events highlight the vulnerability of
global food security since the start of Russia’s
invasion, and as climate change wreaks havoc
on certain crops.

“Russia’s bombing of portinfrastructure
along the Danube riverin Ukraine has pushed
grain prices significantly higher," according
to ING analysts Warren Patterson and Ewa
Manthey. “This escalation risks spilling over
into other parts of the commodities complex,
particularly energy.”

At leastfourgrain hangars were damaged

‘orruined by Russian drone strikes, according

to Ukrainian prosecutors who launched an
investigation into the attack. Reni, along
with the port at Izmail, is one of Ukraine’s

higgest river ports for gra'in and is on the
Danube at the border with Romania. Local
traders had been expanding capacity there

in response to Russia’s sea blockade.

Still, thestrikes will makeshipownersand
crew more wary of calling at the river ports.

- “The ports can operate, but the problem is

that some crews are not willing to go there

*for the time being,” Constanta-based grain

broker Andrei Balasoiu said. He owns barges
that sometimes call at Reni. “Some are
*willing to go, but most are afraid of getting
hit by missiles”
Therisktothe Danube route has left traders

assessing the viability of remaining Ukraine

grain export routes. Shipments by land have
caused tensions with its Eastern European
neighbors. Five countries including Poland
and Romania are seeking to extend a ban on
purchasing Ukrainian grain after declining
prices spurred protests from local farmers.
Grain can still transit through those countries.

Lithuania’s agricultural minister wrote
to the European Union on July 21 to suggest

that Baltic ports be used as an alternative
route for transit of Ukraine's agricultural
exports, according to a document seen by

Bloomberg. While Baltic railways and ports

have an annual capacity of 25 million tons,
it's unclear how realistic this option is and
how quickly this could help boost exports,
given the need to switch tracks to a different
gaugeat the borderand insufficientrail cars.
“We proposed to the Polish side an

action plan to ensure that the grain will not -

stay in Poland, and to encourage a tracking
system. We hope to have solidarity from the
Polishside,"Lithuanian agricultural minister
Kestutis Navickas said Tuesday.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
the Baltic countries have the right to ship
Ukrainian grain but Russia will fightattempts
touse the channelsforany military purposes,
according to Interfax.

Shipments

RUSSIA s supplyingwheattoMali, bolstering
ties with one of its strongest African allies.
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Rice im

SINGAPORE — Global rice im-
. porters are likely to seek direct

deals mn;h governments in ex-

pomng,pounmes as India’s ban

on shipments of a key variety is
squeezing supplies and igniting .

concerns over food security.

Buyers from Africa to Asia are

likely to scramble for rice ship-
‘ments as supplies tighten in com-
ing months following India’s deci-
sion last week to ban non-basmati
white rice exports.

The ban will cut av}aﬂabmty of <

the staple on world markets by
about a fifth, traders and analysts

orters set

\said' and could lead to importérs

seeking more government -to-
government deals to overcome
shortages and tame splralllng
prices.

- “Export restrictions inher-

ent]‘)" reduce trust in the de-
pendability of international

. trade,” said Shirley Mustafa,

rice market analyst at the U.N.’s

.. Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion (FAQO).

“Thus, they could resu]t in
importing countries looking at
government-to-government
deals to ensure supplies.”

usinessWorld
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Wh}le announcing its export

ban last week, India has left the
door ajar for such 'deals, saying»

that it will consider meeting the
requirements of countries in
need of rice supplies.

INDIA’S _G_OVERNHENT DEALS
Last September, India banned
exports of broken rice in a bid to

cool domestic prices, but since:
then official data shows the coun-

try approved sales of around one

.million metric tons of broken rice

to Indonesia, Senegal, Gambia,
Mali and Ethiopia.
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“Thg currentﬁban excludes
governme t'-to governmgnt

sales, and it ‘remains within the

government s prerogative,” said
BYV. Krishna Rao, president of the

“Rice Exporters Association.

“A decision will be made based
on the needs of importing coun-

tries and the supply situation in

the local market.”

African buyers are hkely to ap-
proach the Indian government
forrice sales, and Asianimporters

such as Indonesia and the Philip-

pines could sign government-to-
government contracts with the

- |
A
. -’

¥ regmns top. exporters Thalland

Cand \ﬁemam, traders said.

l'hdol}.esla has sig:ped an &gré
ment with the Indian govern-
ment to potentially import one
+ million metric tons of rice if the
El Nifio weather pattern hits its
. domestic supplies.

India last month approved
wheat and broken rice exports

to a few countries that had re-

quested shipments of grains.
Indonesia’s National Food
~ Agency (NFA) said that deals the
country has made since end of last
year are sufficient for now, while

. ' B
!:n. ‘ :l al a.nE
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the National Food Authori.'ﬁ" in
- the Ph:hppmee can 1mpo§t rice

‘ugoﬂ apprqvalbyﬁ\e presidentin
an emergency situation.

India has ample stocks as of
now to meetsuch requests, while
Vietnam is due to start harvesting
its main crop, analysts said.

“India’s government stocks
of non-basmati rice are ample,
standing at around 41 million
tons on July 1,” FAO’s Ms. Mus-

‘tafa said. “So, they could service
lic dxstrlbutlun and government
level trades.” — Reuters
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