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Are technocrats
misleading us?

To the credit of the President, he knows the challenges he

must meet and he said so clearly in the first paragraph of his

SONA last Monday. This is such a relief from his 11.:1\*3dec:essc»r
who merely rumbled and cursed his way through the annual
exercise before the two houses of Congress. :

- “One year ago today, I stood here before you, setting forth
the plans that we have to improve our economy, bring jobs to
our people, improve the ease. of doing business, recalibrate
our educational system to adapt to the new economy,‘lower
and ratlonahze energy Costs, boost agricultural production,
nh _ce healthcare, and continue

Now we know he knows how l'us per-

onm&nce ‘will be measured by progress
| those fronts.

{ o reasonable person should expect

*himto deliver on everything afterjust a

 ‘year'in office. But after over a year, we

ceed to
fronts
-Th

things better on all those
e tried to do that lastMonday :

JANCO

on the economy. There was no

... We are st111 con51deredto be among the fastest-

growing economies in the Asian region and in the world. Itis

a testament to.our strong macroeconomic fundamentals...”

somal—,;:_‘-

areenhtlegké to hear how he plans to pro- -

President focused early in his

islead in his recitation of these

& A‘JM ¢
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The numbers are techmcally correct, but mlsleadmg because

- they are presented out of context. As explained in my column

last Monday, our seenungly hlgh GDP growth rate comes from

" avery low base, so itisn't as mtﬁresswe as we are being hood-

winked to think. And we are the fastest growing in ASEAN
now because we declined the most in 2020.
Remember that the economy contracted by 9.6 percent (a —9 6
t “growth” rate) in 2020. While the economy picked u
2021 and 2022, as Rappler pointed out, “it was still not enou to
ring the economy back to its pre- mdeimcdrajectory To return
totl'nslevelby2028 annual growth would have to reach 9.4
cent per year.” In other words, we are justinching back to wlgep
we were, but still nothing to proudly beat our breasts about yet. -
Then the‘ﬁPres1dentta1ked about mﬂatl‘bn

"““mﬂatldtrraté lsrmovmg in themght ' tion. From 8.7
%m : 1'%ary,§ inflation has cdntlnued ase up inall
regions, it 5.4 percent for]une - this means is

that in spite of all the difficulties, we are transforming
omy. We are stabilizing the prices of.all critical éﬁlm esa s
_Again, as I explamed last Monda? the coohﬂg’of n:ﬁahon &

was more because prices of oil and imported food commodities -

have gone down. The President has miserably failed to bring

down food price inflation, a big contributor to our high inflation

rate. He allowed the protectionists in sugar and the domestic
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either increased or stayed the same.

“In his first year as president and concurrent agriculture
chief, Marcos also saw skyrocketing prices of kitchen staples
onion (up 560 percent at peak from June 2022), sugar (40 per-
cent jump from June to August 2022), and eg s (40 percent
rise since June 2022) - all of which have yet to lly recover.”

Economists point out that declining inflation rate only
means prices are still increasing, but at a slower rate. Prices
today are still significantly higher than they were last year.
The President must have the guts to ﬁx thmgs through
structural reforms.

Thm'e isno argumg thh the President that there are many

in our economy over which we have no control, like
global food and | energy pnees But the President isn't entirely
being truthful in saying that "ovegthose where we do have
control, we are doing everything we can.”

 For instance, the President reco d that the cacAlfion
of retail food prices can also be blamed on hoarders and other

ket mani ,n!ators., So, there should be very visible law
oment acti ainst the f",hoa:derswho,formstanoe
,comervavaﬂable cold storage in onion growing areas to force
“farmers to sell their produce to themggﬁply and'then they
turn around and sell to consumers at atrocious pﬁceg We
néed an all-out war against these economic saboteurs.

foodmrbelsmcafotsmth some DAbui'e“aué‘fa sinonionsand - The DG} had determined the | eo,g}e in thls onior _“‘_j ]

other foodstuff: retail pnces high. some years ago, but not one-has b he House
The - _ tfew months, - also recently determined culp able the orqon pnce

we've seen ' w}egoﬁ@ng,w ich should be useftﬂ m for prosecu

We've pro

Rappler explained whythm claun of decreasmg
food prices is misleading.

”Comugxer price index data, which is computed based on
av%‘ra‘g‘éﬁ ces relative to 2018, showed that the prices of rice,

meat, fish, vegetables, and sugar in the past few months have

"7 the technocrat

) do their work. Maybe the Pl-uh"me Corn et1t10n COm-‘

if prese imﬁlv- ine‘énuo . We deserve ;

s who should not be afra.1d to %;e theu‘ ]Obs in

the process oftellmg their boss what is true. The technocrats

~should not compromise their integrity by being propagan—
dists at the expense of truth.
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Value of smuggled goods
seized by BOC hits P30.1B

HE value of smuggled goods

I the Bureau of Customs said it

has seized hashit P30.1billion
as of July 25, the BOC announced
last Thursday.

Customs officials said the goods,
seized through 654 operations, in-
clude various agricultural products
amounting to over P2.9 billion.

During the same reference peri-
od, the BOC said it has issued seven

show-cause orders against erring’

personnel of the bureau. It added
that 66 personnel were placed under
investigation by its Intelligence and
Investigation Service (CIIS).

The bureau added its Account
Management Office (AMO) haspro-
cessed theaccreditation of 7,733 Im-
porters and 1,263 Customs brokers
from January1 toJuly25.Itsaid that
the AMO has revoked the accredita-
tion of 95 Importersand 36 Customs
brokers “duetoviolations of customs
laws, rules and regulations.”

The BOC disclosed the informa-

tion three days after President Fer-
dinand R, Marcos Jr. said during his
second State of the Nation Address
that the government would be more
aggressive in curbing the country’s
smuggling problems, partu:ularlym
agricultural items.

“We reaffirm our commitment
to addressing the pressing issues of
smuggling and hoarding of agncul—
tural products in our country,” the
bureau said. “We stand fully sup-
portive of the President’s directives

and will collaborate closely in the
investigation he has ordered.”

The BOC vowed that it would
implement a series of “proactive”
measures to “bolster” its efforts in
curbing smuggling. One of these
initiatives would involve “enhanc-
ing the bureau’s pre-arrival and
post-arrival technical targeting
and fraud detecting mechanism of
imported goods.”

“Investing in additional equip-
ment and providing capacity build-
ing for our personnel that will fur-
ther strengthen our intelligence
and enforcement capabilities,” the
BOC said.

The bureau also committed to
“intensify”itscollaboration, jointop-
erations and information with local

and international law enforcement

and regulatory agencies.

The BOC said it is commltted to
expedite the prosecutionoffiled cas-
es before the Department of Justice
(DOJ) and the Professional Regula-
tion Commission.

“Additionally, through the DOJ,
we will strive to increase the convic-
tion rate of smugglers, serving as a
deterrent to others involved in such
illicit activities,” it added.

Earlierthisweek, Marcoswarned
that the “days of smugglers and
hoarders are numbered.” (Related
story: https://businessmirror.
com.ph/2023/07/25/state-of-phl-
sound-improving-marcos/) Jasper
Emmanuel Y. Arcalas
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A forward-looking SONA
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Sonny M. Angar-a

tion Address (SONA) of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., we

I‘ ~ ISTENING to the one hour and a half second State of the Na-

looked back at what the administration has done in its first full
year in office and its plans for the coming year. Emerging from the
Covid-19 pandemic; the start of the Marcos Eresidency was chal-

lenging, to say the least. At the end of 2021, t

e country’s unemploy-

ment rate stood at 7.8 percent. By the end of 2022, this went down to
5 4 percent. The tourism sector, which was among the sectors that

ered the most during the pandemic, has also rebounded from its
slump For the first half of 2023, the President reported that we have
received three million international visitors. This represents 62 per-
cent of the 4.8 million target for the entire year.

=% R

Inflation continued to ease from
8.7 percent in January 2023 to 5.4
percent in June. In 2022, our econ-
omy grew by 7.6 percent. In the first
quarter, the growthrate was pegged

at 6.4 percent. The President noted

that we are still within our full-year
target of 6 to 7 percent and that we
are still considered to be among the

fastest growing economies in Asia
and the world.

The right policies, programs and
investments mustbe made, notonly
to maintain this growth trajectory,
but also to build the foundation
for sustainable growth in the long
term. We were pleased to hear from
the President about giving priority

Busuleslerror

ok ar todays bisines

to investments in both public in-
frastructure and in developing the
capacity of the people.

For agriculture, the President
talked about boosting agricultural
production through consolidation,
modernization, mechanization
and improvement of value chains.
The selection of new infrastructure
projects is very timely and forward
looking, Includedin thelistare proj-

ects related to digital connectivity,

energy, airports, seaports and mass
transport. ’

We thank the President for not
losing sight of our health sectorand
for ensuring the distribution of the
allowances due to our healthcare
workers, who sacrificed alot during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Our push for innovation as a key
componentofsuccessforbusinesses,
particularlythe micro,smalland me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs) was also
given a huge boost with the Presi-
dent’s pronouncement about the
need to foster innovation alongside
the culture of entrepreneurship. And
to ensure that the workforce will be

. equippedwiththeskillsnecessaryto

fill up the requirements of employ-
ers, the President recognized the

LIBRARY
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need for their continuous reskilling

and upskilling. :
Thedigitalization of government

will also contribute to the efforts to

- make it easier to do business in the

country while providing our people
with better services. The President
also promised to improve the coun-
try’s Internet infrastructure to im-
prove Internet speed and to provide
all' parts of the country, including

~ the remote areas with Internet con-

nectivity.

- All of these I mentioned in the
second SONA of the President are
partandparcelof our Tatak Pinoyad-
vocacy, which aims to grow and em-
powerFilipinoindustriessothatthey
can produce complex, high-quality,
high-value productsand make them
more globally competitive. We thank
the President forincluding ourTatak
Pinoy bill among his list of priority

- legislation for Congress. The recog-

nition by the President of the im-
portance of thismeasure bodes well
for the future of our industries and
service providers in their efforts to

" expand, gain recognition and pen-

etrate the world market.
Tatak Pinoy is about enhancing
SEE “ANGARA,” A15

Page [

of



A

MY

Page

28 JUL 203

Date

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

22

&

|

<

of

Page



The Manila Times”

Date: 78 JUL 2023 Page: AZ
A
S Z LIBRARY

" DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



477
&2 LIBRARY
| DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



ANG DIARYD N& MACA

% LIBRARY
X DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



REMATE

| __ANG DIARYD N& MACH |

Date:\}um QQ i Q'bab Page:
U

N2 LIBRARY
Hi DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Abante

- UNA SA BALITA >

Date: ‘-}Mﬂ/[/uk ‘Qﬁf w Page: ;5

2 LIBRARY
M neeT, OF AGRICULTURE

te; agnkulmra, na isa rmgmala— lugar, umaalala sa mgamay sakxt, at
e ldngp nglemasaanngekonomxya.nahﬂ mnag-iiwan n;m sa oras ng |
: i(;lsa -ako sa panawagan para sa pagdadala;gaJuIy 6 al
isang komprehensibong nsa ' Noong 2 Eetson tayong ‘tu-
mbmgomdnarmlam at mulong sa 622 na biktima ng sunog sa
 hoarding ng mga agricultural products. ~ Barangay San Dionisio, Paranaque Gfty-
Isa pa sa natatangm% 'ba'kat'uwangangl ‘na pi
ngahngl%ng&oﬂayangkepu lic Act No.  pinamumunuan ni Mayor Eric Ghvarez
11953 0 ang New Agrarian Emanapauon “at Co Edwin Olivarez.
LAt Isa sa mga author at co-spon- | dito, nag-ikot din a% ki
5 RN )] na ito, nauupawaa:ﬁkngn,_g npgqma?sabuongbansapaﬂ am ko
akabﬂaﬂs iba't lbangp atin.  upang matiyak ang kapakanan ng ating. mup,ldﬁ Kabilang rito ang mga naging
sahpunamwona meak oay mga magsasaka, na silang tutulong sa _biktima ng sunog noon na sinisikap na
may m mkamm af ,.up_gng_.maabot‘ atmg layumu na . maleabangonmgayon(turgd ng 31 resi-
xséné ad at masaganang bansa - rin ity ““dente ng Asuncion, pito sa New Corella,
ﬂi(ll mga may- & hmasaPanabo City, at 12 sa Tagum Gity
. akda ng RA 11901, na'n: ayong pala- 'sa Davao Del Norte, pati dalawang bik-

) _saanangbawatlsaaymaysapatna’ Bukdddng; xsan

', sa ha
'~ Sa kan paiﬁalawang Sta!;esof the -wakin ang agnculmre, fis ; at'ural.  tima sa Laak at isa sa Maco sa Davao de
l\}anon dress, ibinida ni Pangulong aévelopment ﬁnza\nc:u-;gen system sa bansa.: Oro; at 146 sa Mati City, Davao Oriental.
FerdmandMa;coer ang mga hakbang
na ginagawa ng kanyantg administrasyon
ood secunty sa

ate’ Comtmtteel ‘Bukod sa dagdag na tulong ng aking
f‘anggapan ay katuwang din ‘natin ang
National Housmg Authonty na nagbxgay

upang 1tagu kod

. magagucon: i et e W o i
1 sa‘ﬁﬁggﬂmitﬂsdehﬁﬂcmg‘i g{;mtﬁfb agpapabu Ilang bi n&mn;karaang a ka-
; tura, na sa tingin oayls)ar)g uction sa | -ang atin inulungan
pd%kul an’ gpapala- p]j’ag%l a ntn éy ainkoaxim ayar nauns,aMabuu, at 25
< kaSn,ga tpral . 5§ KOO Sena _Bl ayggg g sa mn Qavaode ro; at 58
" Bilang ka_sapzqg Senado, lubos taxbng gay 1g c.rop m ce cov- - zimhﬂsa‘ tinlupa 3
sumusuporta sa mga hakbang na ifo na eYage para sa atmg agrarian reform alalayandmnatﬁg_g;;g;_i!i%%asg%ute
| magbibigay ng direksyon sa atin sekar 'ﬁl es kung maisabatas. Nariyan ~ sd isang meﬂmal‘ and dental mission sa
n? Itura patungo sa modernisas) ang ! N21 8, na layunin namar Bughso que. Tumulong din tayo sa
pagpa g ng kakayahan nito na magbigay ngma m,#husa)gna insurance  66sa] an*BuIHcan, yenepisyaryo
sumuporta sa mga ] <0 € at services sa ‘magsasaka ' 'sa Cabiao, a 123 sa Gen. Mamerto Na-,

_bawat P&ﬂ’m Nép | ’épekto ng‘ing:i tividad 'sa NuéVaEuJa' 100'sa Rosario at

" mas nan an a ro ég : : o 1 00.100din sa Ba City, Ba are6
Bt gms P h o bR i aﬂg@ﬁngad]m e e e ot e
ngingi im ng,?agkzﬂn é 1ang para $a mga magsasaka, I Tunay na napakahalaga ng mga hak-
hapag-kainan. . kundi ati na rin para $a lahat ng Pilipino - bangnmmhm Pangula Mamos.ln
AR AL e n;a_;‘ fa 1 mwgaw?:ﬁg— .ating
‘mahihira Htm-‘alcg'la’ Y wasan,, kung 'ka
A t arl I(agutu~
%mﬁéhgsm%% oon, dﬁﬁgt "ddaﬁsﬁa ahg

1 mﬁﬂ: isa saT m %ahéii';du,

: u‘- -r:- . ating hangann

la. T P g ilang
i : < éhucél péra..'[) ',ong, .. ‘
mgmymangmga suhramng no@anng tong make

ol o nly
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ol . ByBELLACARIASO 19t "'.uonsAmel deMesa said the cost of dalgaige,}ie@ec&'d toj‘url'her
. increase as reports from the field are o,

amage ulture due to Super 'Iyphoon Egay has
reaphed 5%.1 million, according to the Departmant of DeMesasd:dﬂ\eaﬂEcﬁedmgl £ eCoraJlleras,Ca]abazzon,

Aiﬂ‘aﬂmu' 287 2WH0 101 G496 o idoh. H:gave assurance ﬂaat’thefe is ﬁoughi'gupply éfﬁte ‘meat
52 Ata press mnfemce yesterday, DAAsslstan,t Secmhny for opera- - productsand: vegetables despite the damage to the agriculture sector.
“We are expecting that the damage will increase in the next
few days as our personnel are on the grmmd to gaﬁier and

; vahdate data,” De Mesa said.
In Occidental Mindoro alone, the DA sa:d 2 OOO’hectares of
rice fields were destroyed. ’Ldsses Were pegged at P20 million.
De Mesa said damage to cornfields in Agusan del Sm- - was
estimated at P18 million. :
~ “The typhoon started in asbemporhonsoxtcausedﬂ

3 ¢
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DOJ: 3 or 4 main players running
‘sophisticated’ smuggling network

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

JUSTICE Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remullz yesterday said there could
be as many as 20 individuals in-
volved in the smuggling of onion

and gatlic in the country but only

three or four can be considered as
main players.

In an interview with CNN Phil-
ippines, Remulla said the smugglers
operate 2 “sophisticated network”
that controls everything from
cornering the supply of onion and
garlic in the local market to the
operation of cold storage facilities
and importation.

On Wednesday, the government
official said the Department of
Jusdce (DOJ)) is following up leads

on the supposed involvement of
former and current government
officials in the illegal entry of ag-
ricultural goods, particularly onion
and garlic, into the country.
“Yung onion, as many as 20
players, pero ang main playets is

tatlo hanggang apat (In the stug-

gling of onions, there are as many
as 20 players but there are only
three or four main players). We
have identified (them), we will file

cases in due time. We are just veri- _

fying their modus,” Rerhulla said.
“Very sophisticated ang set up

nila (They have a very sophisticated

set up) and they have mastered the

field, from planting season and
how to control the supply, paano -

gamitin ang mga cold storage (how

T

to use cold storage facilities). [t’s ¢
micro-managed industry and the
cartel have the money to buy al
the harvest and they control al
imports. That is why the system is
compromised,” he said.

Remulla said he will ask officials
from the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) and the Department of
Agriculture (DA) to explain why
they have not been able to track

- the activities of the smuggling

syndicates.

“We will have the BOC explain
how this is happening. Hindi pu-
wedeng hindi ito alam ng BOC at
sa DA, may problema rin sa import
permits (It is impossible for the

{7 LIBRARY
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30B smuggled goods
operations

seized in 654

BY ANGELA CELIS

THE Bureau of Customs (BOC)
has seized a total of P30.1 billion
worth of smuggled goods from
the start of the year'up to July 25,
the agency said in a statement, as it
remains committed to seize illegal
and smuggled goods cntcung the
country.

The BOC said yesterday that
amount was the result of 654
seizure operations during the
given period. The seized goods in-
clude vatious agricultural products.
amounting to over P2.9 billio.

In the same statement, the BOC
said it takes the President’s State
of the Nation Address as a call to
action.

“We reaffirm our commitment
to addressing the pressing issues
of smuggling and hoarding of ag-
ricultural products in our country.
We stand fully supportive of the
President’s directives and will col-
laborate closely in the investigation
he has ordered,” the BOC said.

To bolster efforts in curbing.
‘illegal activities, the BOC said it is
set to implement a series of proac-

tive measures.
“We will enhance both pre-arrival

N R

sﬁotdaqckl. A series of inspections on six war’ehouses in Metro Manila on April ‘12 2023 tedto the discovery of P150 mil-
lion worth of agricultural products includlng frozen meat and fresh fruits. (BOC Photo)

and post-arrival technical targeti capacity building for our personnel “In. our pursuit of .cffect:.vc international law;enfprccmfzrx_t and
and ii)’::\ud detection mechani:;% that will further strengthen ourintel- ~ enforcement, we will intensify regulatory agencies, including but
for imported goods. Investing in ligem:e and enforcement capabili-- collaboration, joint operations, and e i b G e g

additional equipment and providing ties,” the BOC said. information sharing with local and See P30B> Page A2

not lirited to the International
Criminal Police Organization,
National Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Philippine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, Philippine Coast
Guard, Armed Forces of the
Philippines, Philippine National
Police, Food and Drug Admij

istration, Department of E

ronment and Natural Resources,

Department of Trade and Indus-
try, Department of Agriculture,
Department of Social Welfare
and Development, among oth-
ers,” it added.

The BOC noted its commit-
ment to expedite the prosecu-
tio a\f filed cases before the

ga ftment of Justice (DOJ)
'md,;hc Professional Regulation

creditation of 7,733 importers
and 1,263 customs brokers from
January 1 to July 25.

Simultaneously, AMO revoked
the accreditation of 95 importers
and 36 customs brokers due to
violations of customs laws, rules
and regulations.

Over the same period, the
agency said, seven show-cause

orders have been issued against
erring BOC personnel, while 66
BOC employees are currently
undergoing investigation by the
Customs Intelligence and Inves-
tigation Service.

“The BOC remains commit=
ted in protecting, the integrity of
our borders, ensuring compliance
with customs laws, and foster-

Commission.

“Additionally, through DOJ,
we will strive to increase the con-
viction rate of smugglers, serving
as a deterrent to others involved
in such illicit activities,” it said.

In maintaining the integrity
of its processes, the BOC said
its Account Management Office
(AMO) has processed the ac-

ing a secure environment for the
nation’s economic growth,” the
agency said.

*We will work diligently to
implement these measures and
collaborate with relevant stake-
holders to achieve our common
goal of eradicating smuggling
and hoarding of agricultural
products,” it added.
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PH. Brunei exploring agri deals

THE Philippines and Brunei
are exploring collaboration in
agriculture following a meeting
last Wednesday between Agri-
culture Senior Undersecretary
Domingo Panganiban and
Brunci ambassador Megawati
Manan.

In particular, the Philippines
is eyeing opportunities to ex-
port local Jasmine and sticky
rice vatiants to Brunei, the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
said in a statement yesterday.

DA said the parties are also
looking at scholarship opportu-
nities and collaborative hybrid
rice research at the Universiti
Teknologi Brunei — Center for
Research on AgriFood Science
and Technology, which is the
sole research center for agricul-
ture, food science and nutrition
i1 Brunei.

DA said during the meeting,
Manan laid out possibilities
of exporting Halal beef, lamb
and other meat products to the
Philippines as well as opening

Brunei to Filipino industries
as a production hub of Halal
products.

In turn, Panganiban pro-
posed the export and promo-
tion of Philippine coconut
peat, coconut oil, sweet corn,
cacao, pineapples, mangos, avo-
cados, durian, fishery products
and poultry products to Brunei
markets, especially through the
Brunei Darussalam—Indone-
sia—Malaysia—Philippines East
Asean Growth Area (BIMP-
EAGA).

The countries also explored
the possibility of renewing
the memorandum of under-
standing on food security and
cultural cooperation which was
signed in 2011 and had expired
in 2016 which manifested a
collaboration towards the re-
alization of the food basket
initiatives of the BIMP-EAGA
as well as the development of
the agriculture, fisheries, food
processing and Halal industries
between the parties.

Page

of



\

|

- .;5
J y

,.ﬁ§ls EVES INVESTMENT IN SUSTAIHABLE'AGRItULTURAL ME!:HANIZATION Government Service
Insurance System (GSIS) President and General Manager Wick Veloso met with Department of
Agriculture - Rice Industry Development Undersecretary Leocadio Sebastian to discuss GSIS's
possible investment in agriculturamechanizatisn which, according to President Marcos in
“his second State-of-the Nation Address (SONA), is a vital key to food security. According to
Veloso, GSIS is looking at investing in sustainable agricultural mechanization that takes into
cnnsideratien farming tools which are environment- friendly. reasnnahly priced, and adaptable

" to local conditions and durable.

GSIS plans to invest in
agriculture automation

By CHINO 8. LEYCO

The Government Service Insur-
ance System (GSIS) has announced
its intention to invest in agricultural
automation with the aim of enhanc-
ing agricultural output in the country.

In a statement, Jose Arnulfo
"Wick" Veloso, GSIS president and
general manager said the pension fund
is considering sustainable agricultural
mechanization as an investment op-
portunity.

Although Veloso did not disclose
specific details about the investment,
the GSIS chief revealed that he recently
held a meeting with Department of Ag-
riculture - Rice Industry Development
Undersecretary Leocadio Sebastian to
discuss the plan.

During his recent State of the Na-
tion Address (SONA), President Marcos
emphasized the significance of agri-
cultural mechanization as one of the
key programs to enhance agricultural
production. )

In line with this, Veloso said the
GSIS’ potential investments will pri-
oritize farming tools that are environ-
mentally friendly, affordable, adapt-

able to local conditions, and durable.

: During his SONA, President Marcos
highlighted significant advancements
in the agriculture sector during his
first year in office, noting a 2.2-per-
cent growth in the local farm industry
in the first quarter of the year.

The President attributed this
growth to various measures imple-
mented, including consolidation,

modernization, mechanization, and
the enhancement of value chains.

Additionally, the government has
undertaken timely and calibrated
importation of select food products to
guarantee the nation's food security,
the chief executive added.

Moreover, President Marcos em-
phasized that the government's ap-
proach to achieving food security is
guided by a balanced consideration
of both scientific advancements and
ecological principles.

Despite the passage of the Agri-
culture and Fisheries Modernization
Act of 1997, a recent study conducted
by the Philippine Institute for Devel-
opment Studies (PIDS) revealed that
the technology gap in the agricultural
sector has continued to widen.

The study, citing data from the
International Food Policy Research
Institute, showed that the Philippines
has lagged behind most Southeast
Asian countries in terms of total factor
productivity between 2001 and 2014.

PID said this suggested a slowdown
in technological progress dunng that
period.

Researchers at PIDSalso noted that‘
while there have been some improve-
ments in productivity, particularly in

.rice'and corn production, the Philip-

pines still falls behind other countries |
in terms of both output outcomes and |

input utilization. :

The study highlighted the need fa
further advancements in agricultu
technology to bridge the gap and catc
up with regional counterparts.
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‘Egay’ farm damage

hitsP53M in 2 days

Surigao del Sur and Norte prov-.
inces, and Dinagat Islands).

By Jordeene Il, Lagare
@jordeenelagare

From the previous estimate of
P255,000, the damage wrought
by Typhoon “Egay” (interna-
tional name: Doksuri) on the
essential agriculture sector
has gone up to P53.1 mlllion as
of Thursday, with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) say-
ing it expects the figure to fur-
ther go up in the coming days.
“Definitely, we are expect-

ing the amount to increase in

the succeeding hours and days
as our ground personnel are
going around and gathering re-
ports on the damage caused by
the typhoon. We are v-ahdating
other reports already,” Agri-
culture Assistant Secretary Ar-
nel de Mesa said.

Based on a DA bulletin, the
typhoon affected 2,303 farmers

in the following regions: Cordil-

lera; Calabarzon (Cavite, Lagu-
na, Batangas, Rizal and Quezon
provinces); Mimaropa (Mind-
oro Oriental and Occidental,
Marinduque, Romblon and
Palawan provinces) and Cara-
ga (Agusan del Sur and Norte,

The volume of production -

loss' was estimated at 1,871
metric tons spanning 3,185
hectares of agricultural areas.
Affected commodities includ-

ed rice, corn, livestock and
poultry with the values subject -

to validation.

Among the subsectors, corn
recorded the largest damage at
P31.1 million—equivalent to a
volume loss of 1,837 MT and an

‘area of 1,176 ha. Next was rice
- at P20.8 million and livestock

and poultry at P1.2 million.
Federation of Free Farmers
national manager Raul Mon-

temayor said it was too soon -

to tell if Egay would affect
domestic rice ‘production and

‘supply in the coming months

as most rice crops were only

in the first month of the four-

month production cycle.

De Mesa said that among
the affected provinces, Occi-
dental Mindoro sustained the

biggest amount of damage at

P20 million, covering almost
2,000 ha of rice.

In Agusan del Sur, the ty-

LIBRARY
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phoon hit corn areas with loss-

 espegged ataround P18 million.
According to de Mesa, the

DA does not expect Egay to
affect the retail prices and sup-
ply of agricultural products
since the crops damaged by the
typhoon were still in the early
growth stage.

Gov't interventions
Still, the department is pre-
pared to provide interventions
to affected producers, such as
rice, corn and assorted ‘vege-
table seeds for farmers; drugs
and biologlcs for livestock and

poultry; and fingerlings for

fishers.

De Mesa said the Depart—
ment of Budget and Manage-
ment had already added an
additional P1 billion to the
quick response fund to help out
farmers and fisherfolk affected
by Egay or the El Nifio phenom-
enon. Those affected can also
tap funding through the Sur-
vival and Recovery Loan Pro-

gram of the Agricultural Credit

Policy Council with a maximum
loan of P25,000 payable in three
years at no interest. ing

Page

_of



Date: __Juln 1%, 10%% Page: _ LA

N2 LIBRARY
i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



BusinessWorld

Date: :\\I\\ﬁ ARV page: _LIC1

N LIBRARY
i®  DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



A bmad ook a oy s

Date: _ 7 ﬂ JUL 2023 Page: 'A('f
N LIBRARY

S

i\ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



By ]ASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
W @jearcalas

r HE Bureau of Internal Rev-

I enue (BIR) said it shut down

a major flour distributor in

the country after it confirmed that

the firm was involved in tax fraud
activities.

- A statement from the BIR an-
nouncedthebureauhasplaced JPoon
and Sons Corp.underits “Oplan Kan-
dado” (lock-up) program afterinves-
tigations revealed the DA-licensed
firm has unregistered warehouses
and issues unregistered invoices.

The BIR noted that the firm is

“connected tooneofthemajormanu-

facturers of flour in the Philippines

through their interlocking board of
directorsand majoritystockholders.”
The bureau, however, opted to keep
underwraps thename of the “major”
flour manufacturer.
TheBIRexplainedits ‘Oplan Kan-
dado” programispursuanttoits Rev-
enue Memorandum Order 3-2009,
which is based on the Tax Code.
The BIR saiditsinvestigations re-

Buﬂneslerror

A froader look at toclays busies
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BIR shuts down well~c0nnected flour distributor

THIS photo courtesy of the Bureau of Internal Revenue shows BIR Commissioner Romeo D. Lumagui
Jr. (center) at a warehouse connected with JPoon and Sons Corp., which the BIR shut down after find-
ing irregularities in its transactions with the tax agency.

vealed that JPoon has a warehouse/
sales outlet and a back-office site in
Quezon City, both of which are un-
registered. JPoon alsoissuesunregis-
tered invoices in its sales operations
across branches; “and this has been
going on for years,” the BIR added.

The BIR alleges that the company

has only registered manual receipts
without a single registered comput-

erized accounting systemas part of
a scheme of issuing unregistered
receipts.

- “In this manner, JPoon is shield-
ing its actual inventory to greatly
reduce its tax liabilities,” the bu-
reau said.

The BIR said it confirmed the- -

issuance of unregistered receipts
through a test buy it did recently as

partofa Mission Order 1ssuedbyBIR
CommissionerRomeoD. LumaguiJr. -

“It was found that the unregis- .

contains thousands of bags of flour

tered warehouse in Quezon City

including sugar and other bakery .

products,” it said.
- The BIR recently-conducted si-

multaneous enforcement opera-

tionsinvolving themultiplebranch-

esof JPoonacrossseverallocations,

Thebureauisalsoinvestigating the
firm'swheatimportation activities,
which are used as raw materials by

its sister company for flour manu-

facturing,

The BIR has seized all the un-
registered computers, accounting
software, servers, and unregistered
receipts being used by JPoon in its
“illegal” operations.

“We want a level playing field for
- businesses in the Philippines. Big

companieslike JPoon should comply
with all BIR issuances. All compa-
nies should. Non-payment of taxes
should not be treated as a business

advantage,” Lumagui was quoted in

a statement as saying.
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E I’hrlrppme Atmospheric,
; -_Ceo_physrcal and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa)
has been sounding the alarm bell
regarding the occurrence of the
“El'Nifio phenomenon that is ex-
pected to impact the country later
this year or early next year.
‘El Nifio is a weather phenom-
enon that is officially described

as:an “irregularly recurring flow

of unusually warm surface waters
from the Pacific Ocean toward and
along the western coast of South
America that prevents upwelling of
nutrient-rich cold deep water and
that disrupts typical regional and
global weather patterns.”.

From the layman’s perspective,
El Nifio is associated with pro-
longed summer, high temperature
and little rainfall. It is the little

: Consequently, vatious govern—
ment agencies, particularly the
Department, oﬁAgrLeulmre (DAY,
are prepafing measures to mitigate’
the negative impacts of El Nifio.

Most of the DA units concerﬁed
with.this deviant weather phe-
nomenon are subrmttmg various
proposals for addmonal fundrng
by the govemment, argumg that
if they are implemented properly

and in time, these will lessen the

adverse nnpacts of El Nrno
Unfortunately, the typrcal re-
sponse of some DA officials to
solve the agncultural problems
posed by El Nifio is to add more
money to their respeetrveumts or
programs. This ignores the fact
that more than 20 percent of the
DA's annual budget is unsgent.rlue
to low implementation capability
and slow bureaucratic procedures
in the release of funds. ;
Note that El Nino does not
mean the lack of water. There is
still ramfal] but it is lesser during
an El Nifio year than the annual
average That is. senously WOITi-
some for the Metro Manila resi-
dents who are dependent on water
supply from Angat dam. Little
rainfall will mean a decline in the
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ramfall that worries most of the

~ Filipinos because they associate it,
with inadequate supply of potable
water and insufficient water for.

irrigation.

In particular, because palay (un-

milled rice) is a freshwater sucker

and rice is the staple food of the !

Filipinos, there is seriotis concern
that we will experience a signifi-
cant decline in palay production

' and other agricultural commodi-

ties which are dependent on rain
for irrigation. It is estimated that
we need more than 3 cubic meters

“»FinerB2

Angat’ reservorr and'dlmmrshing i

potable water for Metro 'Manﬂa
consumers. .

Bu‘tbttleramfall*does o inean
a lack of water. We have technolo-
gies that can extract water from.
our aquifers (underground water
layers). Moreover, the El Nifio
phenomenon will hit regions in
the country in varying degrees.
Some will still have enough rain-
fall while others will not.,

 Pagasa’s weather forecasting is
not a precise science but one can
already predict, based on past

experiences, that areas like the’ |

Ilocos region. in the north and;
Soccsksargen (South Cotabato,
Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat,. Saran
south will experience ;he bmngof
the El Nino, with yarying impacts.
on Bulacan, Tarlac and Pangasinan
due to declining water levels in
Angat and Pantabangan dams.
Note that for some crops, El
Nifio might be a blessing, pro-

. vided sufficient water is extracted

from aquifers, bécatise prolonged.
heat will facilitate photosynthesis..
A case in point are the greenhoyse
facilities where mempmum is
kept at'37 ‘degrees ceﬁugrade to

ensure continued photosynthesis .

to accelerate the growth of the
plant and its harvest. )'_

A prime example of an upscale
experlence in agrlcultural pIo-
duction ‘with an El Nino type of
agro-climatic ermronrnent is that
of Israeli agnculture Little rainfall
in that region did not stop lsmel
from becomrng a world-class ag-

- POINTS

\ ‘r"
o Mk 7\5{
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ncnltural producer. The use of rainwater catchment and harve‘ﬁt

greenhouse facilities allowed the =
Ause of that country’s scarce waterin
the most judicious manner.

* Also note that palay production
actually rose in 2002, 2004 2007
and 2017, which were El'Nifio
years. The trick is to tap water frem
aqurlers t0 ensure water supply
'durm g the driest period of the year
using tubewell technology. There
are also rice varieties produced

y-the Philippine-Rice Research
Institute, in collaboration with
the International Rice Research
Institute, that are drought resistanit
and hence will be the highly suit-
able vanety to plant in reIaUVely
arid areas.

For crops like corn and veg-
etables that do not require massive
amounts of water to gIow, drlp
and spnnlder irrigation is the most
suitable. But extraction of water
supply from our aquifers needs
a thorough analysrs of the nature
and status of the aquifer in thearea
t0 be served to ensure.continued
supply of fresh water and avord
depletion.

This will require an analysls
of aquifer area per region and
hence, more work on the part of
the DA. The DA might not have
the expertise for this challengmg
task and will have to tap expemSe
from outside.

When I was still serving as

. vice-chancellor of UP Los ‘Bafios

(UPLB), there'was a unit in its for-
mer College' of Agro -Engineering
*dedlcated to agro-meteorological
studies. Its late former dean and
former UPLB Chancellor Wilfredo
David was a strong advocate of
shallow tubewell technology
because of its low cost and high
return to investment.

He was able to convince the DA
to adopt it. However, the DA did not
deitsjob propeily of examining the
nature and status of aquifers in the
areas where they installed shallow
tubewells. The result was that tube-
wells were not working during the
dry season when they were needed
mostand functional during the wet
season when there was. sufﬁc:inr
water from rainfall, =

This resulted in a serious sel
back to the promotion of th.e
shallow tubewell technology. lsut
experiences of arid countnes.}n
Africa and parts of India showed.;rf
combined with the proper analysis
of the aquifer or construction bf

i dnﬁ irrigation and state-of-the-art mg areas in the most appropnate

sites, it s still the best and" the
least costly technology in provid-
-.ing adequate supPlles of waterlrr :
“dryland areas.

If we can just apply the proper
science in agncultural producnon,
there will besoluuons to chall
even those posed by the El Nmo
phenomenon. Securing more funds
is not enough. It is the way tho§e
funds are used that can really soh:e
our agncultural problerns : ;:

\\
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It will be named"Fachn v &

Weather spedalistAna Glauxen

~ Jorda told The Manila Times ina a1

phone interview that the tmplcal
depression was spotted past3 p.m.
Thursday 1,560 kilometers east of
Eastern Visayas

Movmg west-northwest at 20
lulomete.rs per hour (kph), it has
: ma:nmum sustained winds of 55
kph near the center and gustiness
of up to 70 kph, she said.
~ “Falcon” will be the sixth storm
~ tohitthe country this year and the
third this month. '

E Phlllpplne Atmgsphenc, Geo-
physmal and Astmnomlc;al Ser—
“' vices Admmlstrat;toﬁ (?E!a
Tha a trop pical depﬁéss‘lon*f oﬁmdf
the Phlllppine Area of Responsibility wrﬂ
likely enter on Saturday

‘damage in agriculture in four
‘regions from Typhoon Egay

The Manila ’(Etmes

28 JuL 2023
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(Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal,

and Caraga.
Worst hit was Ocadenta] Min-

doro, where. dgmgge to 2,000 .,
éé’ah of riceland reached P20

million, demimda
 Damage to comn feldsi

gasa,) sa;id
sAgum

The DA said 2,303 farmers
. wereaffected by “Egay,” and pro-
" “We have a forecﬁst t]'iat it may duction loss was at 1,871 metric
reach the ty’phgon c%.tﬁoiy but tonsr(MT;),xcovenng 3,185’ha’*6f
will not be as !'trong as Super » agri tural areas.
’[‘mhoon E&y and it
for few days,” Clauret
Meanwhile, the Department
of Agriculture (DA) said initial

is even a beneficial effect as water
(level) increases in our dams. So as
of nqw,theeﬂ'eds on supply of l':‘.gay
is very minimal,” he said.

- Hesaid the department does not
see prices of local commodmes
going up.

In the House of Repmmtanves.
Speaker Ferdmand Marnn Romual—

reached P53.1 million.

DA Assistant Secretary for Op-
erations Arnel de Mesa said on
Thursday the affected commaodi-
ties include rice, corn, livestock
and poulfry 3 BT

 EE 3L L1V
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“We hope the a1d w1

R

howler,” Romualdez said.

Tingog Rep. Yedda Marie Roatj million A
ﬂuﬂd&m;gﬂwmhefmdﬁmnaﬂ_ (Rgpi.: n

the’

commitment to{:ﬁ}pqr peogjle Lg

del Surwas valued at Pla%mlhofr "‘dfstms “We hope our kab,

(countrymen) in the north and their
communmﬁs are able to recover fast
from this adversity,” she said.

raised partly from

birthday celebration last year.

The remaining P105 million
will be released from the As-
sistance to Individuals in Crisis
Situation (AICS) program of the
Department of Social Welfare and
Development.

llocos Norte's first district (repre-
sented by Senior Deputy Majority

‘Leader Ferdinand Alexander Mar-

relief goods (5,000 packs), and P10:
CS; Cagaya

million in relief goods

“symt ‘
r;tmﬁm Hm!aﬂegdmmp an, ':w‘* ( ooo;packs) and*,_',o million |

E

ne Vargas -Alfonso)

= Pl mlllnon cash aid, P4 million
relief goods (10,000 food packs),
and P20 million AICS; Ilocos Sur's

W P&B 5 million will come from = firs  Ronald Singson)
' Boﬁilh]d&s persanal calamity. -?;W;(REP

‘not. last .ﬁ "De Mesa saldﬂhe aamage was ‘ftfﬂdwhlchwas
asaid. ' notextensive. “Wecan see that there 'ﬁagnds’ contributions during his - P1 million cash, P1 million in
relief goods (2,500 food packs), -

and P10 million AICS; the lone

Cﬁyan s third
dmtnd (Rep. ioseph “Jojo” Lara)

district of Benguet (Rep. Eric Yap) -
P10 million in AICS, P500,000 in
cash aid, and P1 million in relief
 goods (2,500 food packs); Baguio
Gty (Rep. Mark Go) = P500,000
cash, P1 million in relief goods
(2,500 food packs), and P10 mil-
" lion in AICS and Bagulo Clty -
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NEW. DELHI — Many Indi

restaurants are g:uttmg baci; on

tomatoes in their popular dishes
and consumer companies are
ramping up production of cheap-
er purees that are flying off the

shelves, after prices surged more °

than 500%.

Used widely in Indian cookmg,
prices of tomatoes have hit record
highs in recent weeks as.monsoon
_ rains disrupted supplies at a time
whenseasonal productionis typically

low, forcing the government to orga- .

nize mobile vans for subsidized sales.
Many McDonald’s and Subway
outlets have dropped tomatoes

from their menu items, citing

quality issues, but higher food
prices are having a broader im-
pact across the industry, while

pushing headline inflation num-

bers above the central bank’s
medium-term target,
Consumers, already strugglmg
with rising living costs, are des-
perate for cheaper options.

Milk and vege‘table-retailér ;

Mother Dairy has seen a 300%

jump in tomato puree sales in
" the last 15 _days in New Delhi, a
spoj:esperson said. Indian con-
sumer giant Dabur said it has

 for Indian gravies ...

BusinessWorld
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ramped up production of puree to
meet growing demand.

Puree sales at Tata’s online
shopping website BigBasket
surged 175% in earlnglY with se-
nior executive Seshu Ku say;.ng
customers who earheijboughttan
average of 1 kg fresh
order were buying half of that.

Amazon said demand for to-
mato puree on its platform rose
five times over the past month, .
while ketchup sales rose 30%.

Packs of puree typu:ally con-
tain around 40% tomato paste
and the rest water, and cost 130
rupees/kg. Tomato prices on
Wednesday in New Delhi were
199 rupees/kg, from around 30 .
rupees in April. Puree prices have
so far not changed.

“With the prices going over 100

Indian rupees ($1.22), I tried to

experiment with tomato ketchup
Not everyone

mum#V

g}aundﬁ&stneeis in Chennm,
~ Google Trends data shows th.e
number of online searches for

“térms “tomato puree” and “to-

mato puree 1kg price” in recent
‘weeks in Iridia have been highest
in the last five years.

Crop damage and transporta-
tion woes due to rain have also
led to a rise in prices of other
vegetables. Surging food prices
accelerated India’s annual retail
inflation rate in June to 4.81%,
snapping four months of easing
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j commodlty in India, where
average per-capita income was
estimated to be around $200 per

" month in 2022-23. Price spikes in.

onions — another key ingredient
used in Indian cooking — contrib-
uted to the fall of more than one
state government in the past.
Food sellers — big and small —
are battling high tomato prices.
In a New Delhi business dis-
trict, Birju, who sells a cheap

jan restaurants

. bread-and-pea street fgod which
typically comes with tomatoes,
- said he now uses thdla gxpenslﬁ,e

item only as a garnish, and only
when people push for it.

“Customers understand I am
not using it because I haven't in-
creased prices,” he said, gesturing
to a single piece of tomato on his
cart, as he cooked on a hot after-
Noon.

Pradeep Shetty of the Hotel
and Restaurant Association of
Western India said many outlets
have stopped using fresh toma-
toes in salads and are switching to
More purees.

“Chefs are also trying to find
ways to bring the sourness of to-
matoes through other agents like
tamarind.” :

.. At a restaurant in south Delh1
owner Raj Kumar has resorted to
a 12% hike in prices of tomato-
based, cottage cheese gravies
which are devoured by customers

“If the rates remain like this,
we might have to think about our
prices again,” he said, — Reuters
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Putin hosts African leaders
as grain deal collapse
threatens food security

leaders that’s intended to demonstrate Russia’s growing influ-

PRESIDENT Vladimir Putin is hosting a summit with African

ence on the continent. Instead, it's turning into a measure of
the Kremlin's diminishing power as his war in Ukraine drags on.

The two-day meeting starting
Thursday in St. Petersburg takes
place amid criticism in Africa of the
impact on global food prices of Rus-
sia’s withdrawal from the Black Sea
grain deal and attacks on Ukrainian
portfacilities. In contrast to thefirst
Russia-Africa summit in 2019 when
Putin met 43 African heads of state,
theKremlin said 17 aredue toattend
this time.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov blamed “unprecedented pres-
sure” by the US and its allies for the
low turnout. Putin’s foreign policy
aide Yuri Ushakov highlighted par-
ticipation by lower-level officials
representing 49 countries despite
arm-twistingbyRussia'sopponents.

“Putin is imitating the Soviet
Union but Putin’s Russia isn’t the
USSR—itdoesn’thave the softpower
ormoney tobuyloyalty,” said Andrei
Kolesnikov of the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. “His
new friends in Africa are not prov-
ing reliable.”

The summit takes place 10 days
after Russia ended the Ukraine
grain-export deal brokered by the
United Nations and Turkey that had
ensured safe passage of almost 33
million tons of crops via the Black
Sea, helping to cool surging world
food prices following Russia’s in-
vasion.

It's also Putin's first in-person
gathering with ‘foreign leaders
since the mutiny by Wagner mer-
cenaries in June that posed the
mostserious challenge tohisnear-
ly quarter-century rule in Russia.
The future of Wagner’s activitiesin

¢ Africa, which has given the Krem-
lin alow-cost instrument to wield
influence on the continent, isalso
in question amid the political fall-
out from the revolt.

The collapse of the grain deal
threatenstoexacerbate food-securi-
ty concerns in Africa, where almost
half of nations import more than a
third of their wheat from Ukraine
and Russia, according to the Inter-
national Centre for Migration Policy
Development. -

Russiahadrepeatedlythreatened

toquittheagreement, claiming com-
mitmentsto facilitateexportsof Rus-
sian grain and fertilizers weren’t be-
ing fulfilled. Despite its complaints,
Russia is shipping record volumes of
wheat and fertilizer exports are re-
covering to pre-war levels.

Egypt, whose president, Abdel.
Fattah El-Sisi, is attending the sum-
mit, criticized Russia’s withdrawal.
Atop Kenyan officiallabeled Putin’s
decision a “stab on the back” for
drought-afflicted African countries
hit by rising food prices.

“We understand the importance

The collapse of the grain deal
threatens to exacerbate food-
security concemns in Africa, where
almost half of nations import
more than a third of their wheat
from Ukraine and Russia, accord-
ing to the International Centre for
Migration Policy Development.

of uninterrupted food supplies for

- the socio-economic development

and political stability of the African
states,” Putinsaidinanarticleon the
Kremlin website. The Kremlin said
Putinplansbilateral talkswithallthe
African heads of state participating
in the summit.
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South African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa, who'sdue tomeet with Pu-
tin on Saturday, has also previously
highlighted the issue in talks with
his Russian and Ukrainian coun-
terparts. Ramaphosa, whose ruling
African National Congress has close
ties to Moscow dating back to Soviet
supportfortheanti-Apartheid move-
ment, called the summit a chance to
“foster mutuallybeneficial coopera-
tion” between Russia and Africa.

The Russian leader conceded last
week that he can't travel to South
Africa for a meeting in August of -
BRICS states,amid concernsoverthe
risk of possiblearrest foralleged war
crimes in Ukraine under a warrant
issuedbythe International Criminal
Court. A peace initiative in Russia
and Ukraine begun by a group of
African leadersin June also appears
to be going nowhere. .

The limits of Russia’s reach is in-
dicated by its Africa trade reaching
only $18billion in 2022, dwarfed by
China’s $282 billion in commercial
exchanges that year with African
nations. :

The St. Petersburg summit is im-
portant for the Kremlin despite the
reduced attendance from African
leaders, said Maria Snegovaya, senior
fellowatthe Center for Strategicand
International Studies in Washing-
ton. “Showcasing their remaining
ties with certain regionsis of crucial
importance to Putin just to demon-
strate that, first of all, Russia is not
isolated; it remains an important
international player, a great power,”
she said.

African leaders will be looking to
impress on Putin the need toresume
grainexportsthrough the Black Sea,
said Sanusha Naidu, a Cape Town-
based political analyst with the In-
stitute for Global Dialogue. ‘It is go-
ing to be problematic if this is just a
summit that is mainly about Russia
andnotaboutAfrica,” she said. Withas-
sistancefrom Julius Domoney, Mike Cohen, Pauf

. Richardson and S'thembile Cele/Bloomberg
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