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Egay Ieaves 1 3,dead, P58 mi-I.Iion in crop damage

Corn and rice fields in the
Cordillera Administrative Re-
gion, llocos Region, Calabarzon
(Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal
and Quezon), Mimaropa (Mind-
oro, Marinduque, Romblon and
Palawan) and Caraga suffered the
biggest damage.

' Damage to infrastructure was
estimated at around P656 million.

Atotal of 2,002 houses were also
damaged.

Nearly P38.8 million worth of
food and nonfood items have been
distributed to typhoon-stricken
residents.

In its own report Friday, the
Department of Agriculture (DA)
placed total crop loss at 19,488
metric tons (MT), affecting 58,104
hectares of farmland.

Affected commodities include
rice, corn, high-value crops, and
livestock and poultry.

Corn absorbed the biggest
loss — 14,990 MT worth P358.4
million.

Rice loss was 4,489 MT worth
P152.5 million; damage to live-
stock and poultry and high-value
crops reached P1.6 million and
366,000, respectively.

On Thursday, DA Assistant
Secretary for Operations Arnel

de Mesa said P1 billion from the
department's quick response fund
can be tapped to provide assistance
to affected farmers.

De Mesa said the DA will also
distribute seedlings and fertil-
izer discount vouchers to affected
farmers, drugs to livestock and
poultry growers, and fingerlings
to fishermen.

A farming group said it expects
the prices of agricultural items to
rise due to the damage brought
by Egay.

“Retail prices of rice, vegeta-
bles, poultry and fish, and other
food produce are expected to in-
crease anew after Super Typhoon
Egay pummeled farmlands and
coastal areas, particularly in the
Central and Northern Luzon re-
gions,” the Kilusang Magbubukid
ng Pilipinas (KMP) said in a
statement on Friday.

The group urged the govern-
ment to impose a price freeze in
calamity-stricken areas.

Despite exiting the PAR, Egay
will continue to interact with the
southwest monsoon or “habagat”
to bring rain to a big section of
the country.

Weather specialist Daniel
James Villamil of the Philippine

Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration (Pagasa) said the former
super typhoon was tracked at 675
kilometers north-northwest of
Itbayan, Batanes.

“The typhoon is already away
from the Philippine landmass,
but it continues to enhance the
southwest monsoon that brings
rain in most parts of the country,”
Villamil said.

Heavy rainfall of up to 100 mil-
limeters is forecast for Saturday in
Zambales, Bataan, Mindoro and
the northern portion of Palawan,
including Cuyo, Calamian and
Kalayaan Islands.

“{Inder these conditions, flood-
ing and rain-induced landslides
are expected, especially in areas
that are highly or very highly
susceptible to these hazards,” Vil-
lamil said.

Except for Mindanao, which will
have overcast skies with scattered
showers and thunderstorms, most
parts of the country will be affected
by the monsoon, Pagasa said.

As another tropical depression
approaches, the Philippine Ports
Authority (PPA) has ordered all its
port management offices to make
the necessary preparations.
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The new weather system will be
named “Falcon” once it enters PAR.

PPA General Manager Jay San-
tiago said the agency's preemptive
measures helped minimize the
impact of Egay in all ports along
its path.

“Minimal damage was reported
in ports, including one broken
glass panel door in PMO Northern
Luzon due to strong winds, but,
other than that, all the PMOs have
followed the staridard operating
procedures during typhoon sea-
son,” Santiago said.

Santiago visited the North[’on
Passenger Terminal in Manila's
North Harbor after the last of the
stranded passengers had boarded.

National Capital Region North
Port Manager Aurora Mendoza
said the shower area and comfort
rooms will be further improved,
and hot meals are always on
standby for stranded passengers.

Aside from the free phone charg-
ing station, the PPA also offers free
water refilling stations.

The PPA also provides free film
showings featuring Filipino mov-
ies to stranded passengers.

FRANCO JOSE C. BARONA,
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
AND ARLIE O. CALALO
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By Carla P. Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—The Sugar
Regulatory Administration (SRA)
is sticking to its decision to start
the milling season on Sept. 1 to
ensure higher sugar yield and
revenues for the farmers.
* Acting SRA Administra-
tor Paul Azcona warned that
sanctions would be imposed
to those that would violate the
SRA order.

“I'm pleading to the mills to

respect the Sept. 1 date. Sanc--

tions will be imposed on those
that defy the SRA advisory. It will
not be tolerated,” said Azcona at
a press conference at the SRA of-
fice in Bacolod on Thursday.

So far, he said, only one
sugar mill had requested to
start the milling in August but
based on SRA computations,
the milling that was allowed to
startin August last year caused
lower yield and losses of about
P700 million to small farmers.

“The main thrust of the
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SRA warning: Stick
to milling schedule

EACQLOD CITY—The Sugar Regulatory Admin-
istration (SRA) is sticking to its decision to start
the milling season ¢n Sept, 1 to ensure higher
sugar yield and revenues for farmers. Acting SRA
Administrator Paul Azcona warned of sanctions -
~on those that would violate the SRA order. “I'm
Pleading to the mills to respect the Sept. 1 date,”
said Azcona, stressing that defiance “will not ™=
be tolerated.” —srory sy CARLA P. GOMEZ A7

33 7

=,

READY FOR THE GRIND
Trucks loaded with sug-
arcane line up to deliver
cane for milling at Victorias
Milling Company in Victorias
City, Negros Occidental, in
this photo taken early this
year. —PHOTO COURTESY OF
RONNIE BALDONADO

current administration is to
improve production capacity
because we. are so import de-

pendent and we want to move

away from that. We want to be
self-sufficient,” he added. °
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Azcona was responding to
aletter from the Sugar Council,
composed of the Confedera-
tion of Sugar Producers’ Asso-
ciations Inc., National Federa-
tion of Sugarcane Planters Inc.
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and Panay Federation of Sug-

arcane Farmers Inc., asking the
SRA to allow the start of the
milling season in August.

Surprised

Azcona said he first learned
about the letter through the me-
dia and was surprised by it since
sugar planters knew as early as
May and had agreed to begin the
milling season on Sept. 1.

He said the sugar federa-
tions should instead back their
requests with figures, noting
that of the nine sugar mills in
Negros, only one protested the
reopening of sugar milling to
Sept. 1. g

Azcona said the Sept. 1 mill
reopening was the first in a se-
ries of deferment of dates in
the next three years to go back
to the original mill opening,
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which was Oct. 1.

- “By 2025, we will be back
on track with the hope that
our annual production will in-
crease,” he added.

~ Azcona said they conduct-
ed a simulation of the August
and September production last
year wherein the August fig-
ures showed that 432,000 tons
of canes were milled with an
average LKG/TC (50 kg-bag/
ton cane) of 1.4 at an average
price then of P2,800 per LKG
bag of sugar or a total of P1.8
billion in revenues.

The same volume of canes
milled a month later, yielded
an average LKG/TC of almost
1.7 at an average price then of
P3,300 per LKG bag of sugar or
a total of P2.5 billion, he said.

‘I's a big difference of
about P7o0 million which
could have been additional
income for our farmers, espe-
cially since most, if not all, of
those who milled in August of
last year were our small farmer
beneficiaries. “ Azcona said. wa
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‘Egay’ damage to farms
balloons to #512.9M

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Agriculture damage wrought by
Typhoon “Egay” (international
name: “Doksuri”) has ballooned
to Psi2.9 million as of Friday,
from only P62 million previously
reported even as the typhoon al-
ready exited the Philippine area
of responsibility, the Department
of Agriculture (DA) said.

In its latest bulletin, the DA
said Egay affected 51,926 farmers
from the earlier reported 3,679.

The DA estimated the vol-
ume of production loss at 19,488
metric tons (MT) spanning 58,104
hectares of agricultural areas.

“The increase is due to the
updated reports from Ilocos
Region and Mimaropa, and ad-
ditional reports from Cagayan
Valley and Western Visayas,”
the agency said.

The affected commodities
include rice, corn, high-value
crops, livestock and poultry. The
agency is expected to record ad-
ditional losses in the sector due
to the typhoon as it assessed re-
ports on the ground.

INUNDATED Farms planted toricein Oriental Mindoro were

;e % # ST

not spared from the floods spawned by heavy rain broug ht by
Typhoon “Egay.” —PHOTO FROM MDRRMG BULALACAO FACEBOOK PAGE

Corn took the biggest hit

with P358.4 million, account-,

ing for more than half of the
total losses. The volume loss is
pegged at 14,990 MT covering
39,825 hectares.

Rice came second with P15275
million. Livestock and poultry
as well as high-value crops sus-
tained damage worth P1.6 mil-
lion and P366,000, respectively.

. The sectors hit due to the
typhoon, which ravaged certain
parts of the country, in the last
few days, was higher than the

P53.1 million recorded on Thurs-
day wherein 2,303 farmers and
fishers were affected at that time.
Likewise, the amount was
higher than P50.84 million worth
of damage caused by Tropical
Depression “Amang” in April.

Losses from Egay lower
Egay’s impact on the indus-

try, however, was lower than

the P1.3 billion in losses brought
about by the combination of
low pressure area, Intertropical
Convergence Zone, shear line

i and northeast monsoon (ami-

han) that hit the farm sector
early this year.

In Metro Manila, locally
produced rice is priced at P37 to
P60 per kilogram as of Friday,
slightly lower than P38 to Pso
per kg in the same period a year

_ ago, according to the DA’s price

monitoring.

Imported rice is being sold
at P42 to P58 per kg compared
with P38 to P59 per kg last year.
Imported regular milled rice is
unavailable.

Tilapia prices ranged from
P105 to P16o per kg from last
year's P120 per kg while milk-
fish (bangus) is sold at P140 to
P240 per kg from P160 per kg.

A kilo of local round scad is
retailed from P220 to P260 com-
pared to P240 the previous year.

Imported round scad, avail-
able only in Guadalupe Market,
is sold for P200 per kg.

The DA earlier said the De-
partment of Budget and Man-
agement added P1 billion to the
quick response fund to provide
support to affected farmers and
fisherfalk: ma B
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An ag:nculture expert

warned

of rice will further 1gc ap

: to impose a rice export ban.
~In an interview with One

~ News’” “The Chiefs,” former

agriculture undersecretary

~Fe1‘mm Adriano noted that
* while the ban will not affect
- the supply as India only
- supplies minimal rice to the

Phlhppmes it may trigger sta
o mglobalncepn&s-*
"Busmessni‘én are now

because of

speculatmg because of the

at the retail prices

than 90
* pines’ rice uﬁports already
; mcreasegééos price of the

o Indian acboh Certamly the

speculators or producers in
other countries thinking of
higher profit will jack up

- their prices, but they have
after the decmton‘off’lndla : 1?

given us the assurance they
are not resortmg to a rice
exportban, which is good for
'us,” Adriano said. :

" Adriano noted that Viet-
n whlch supplies more
i t gfpﬁle Ph111p-

le to per mef:m; ton
ared to the previous

‘*I 1efnarh rawes its
Turn to Page 3

~ Rice prices ronruer

prices, T just saw that they are

raising it now, that will really

said.

India has saxd itwas 1mpos-
ing an export ban on non-bas-
mati white rice after retail rice
prices climbed three percent in

a month after monsoon rains: -
caused significant damage to-

crops.
Adriano noted that as of
June 2023, the country already
u'nported at least 1.8 million
MT of rice.
Accordmg to him, based on
the data from the Department

ongnculture (DA), therewas =~

a good harvest for the first six
- months of the year.

prol blem,”

bt o

"Hopefully we will have

.. another round of good har-
hurt us, it will lead to an in-
crease in the pnces,” Adnano-

vest, again it is unpredictable
because of the weather that

~-we are experiencing right

now. A lot of the rice and corn
in the north, particularly in
Cagayan, also in Occidental
Mindoro have been hit by
Iygahoon ﬁay,sw}uchlsggeal
esaid. =
‘Based on the:moni onitoring

of the DA, the retail prices of
-imported well-milled rice rose

to ashxghasP48perkﬂo,1m—_
ported premium rice, P50 per
kilo and imported special rice,
P58 per kilo.

" Retail prices of local rice
ranged between P44 and P60
per kilo. .
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may-intensify into a typhoon
today. gy &
The cyclone was monitored
1,365 km east of Eastern Visayas
as of 3 p.m. yesterday and was
moving westward at 15 kph
and carrying maximum winds
of 65 kph near the center and
gustiness of up to 80 kph.
Even as the cyclone inten-
sifies in the next few days,

PAGASA said it is unlikely

that tropical cyclone wind
signals will be raised over any
part of the country. Falcon will
reach its peak intensity by late
Monday or Tuesday.
PAGASA warned that Fal-
con may enhance the south-
west monsoon that will trigger
occasional or monsoon rains
over the western portions
of Luzon and the Visayas.
The extent and timing of the
monsoon enhancement and
rainfall may still change de-

pending on the movement of

the cyclone.

The monsoon is still being
enhanced by Typhoon Egay
and will continue to bring
significant amounts of rain in
the next few days.

Around 50-100 mm of rain is
forecast over Zambales, Bataan,
Occidental Mindoro and the
northern portions of Palawan,
according to PAGASA.

Occasional rains are fore-
cast over Pangasinan, Occi-
dental Mindoro and Northern
Palawan including Calamian
and Cuyo Islands.

Meanwhile, cloudy skies
with scattered rains are ex-
pected over Metro Manila, the
Visayas, Cordillera Adminis-
trative Region, Calabarzon,
the rest of Ilocos Region, the
rest of Central Luzon and the
rest of MIMAROPA, Batanes
and Babuyan Islands.

_ The trough of the storm will
also bring scattered rainshow-

ers over Mindanao while the
restof Luzon may seeisolated
rainshowers.

Agri damage

The Department of Agri-
culture (DA) has pegged the
initial damage to the agricul-
ture sector by Typhoon Egay
at P512.9 million.

The agency said the dam-
age and losses were reported
in Cordillera Administrative
Region (CAR), Ilocos Region,

.Regions 4 A and B, the Caraga

Region, Cagayan Valley and
Western Visayas.

Based on reports from its
regional field offices (RFOs),
the typhoon has affected at
least 51,926 farmers and 58,104
hectares of agricultural areas,
with volume of production
loss at 19,488 metric tons (MT).

The corn sector registered
the highest amount of damage
at P358.4 million, with 39,825
hectares affected and 14,990 MT
in volume losses. The rice sector
incurred P152.5 million worth
of damage with 18,264 hectares
affected and 4,489 MT lost.

Meanwhile, the livestock
and poultry sector lost 274
heads of chicken, swine, cattle,
carabao and goat valued at

“P1.6 million.
- The DA said it expects losses

to increase in the areas affected

by Egay as it conducts assess- -

ment in the agriculture and
fishery sectors, in coordina-
tion with national government
agencies, local government

units and disaster riskreduction

and management offices.

According to the DA, af-
fected farmers can avail of at
least P25,000 loan under- the
Survival and Recovery loan
program of the Agricultural
Credit Policy Council.

At least P1-billion Quick
Response Fund is also avail-

£l
sy

ore rains
~seen
- as Falcon
approaches

By ROMINA CABRERA

Tropical Cyclone Falcon is
forecast to enter the Philippine
area of responsibility between
tonight and tomorrow moin-

‘ingand may trigger monsoon
rains starting today, according
to state weather forecasters.

The Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomi.
cal Services Administration

" (PAGASA) said that Falcon

(international name ,Khaggri)
Turn to Page 3
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able for the rehabilitation of

" affected areas.

Meanwhile, the retail prices
of vegetables started to go up
amid the devastation brought

by Egay to the agriculture

sector. :
Based on the latest monitor-
ing of the DA, the retail prices
1t;"lfgpoi:atoes reached as high as
P200 per kilo compared to P150
perkiloon July 26. -
Other retail prices of veg-
etables include carrots (P260
er kilo) chili (P200) cabbage
FPlGO), pechay Tagalog (P150),

~ginger (P140), string beans

P130), Baguio b;eans (PI‘ZZO),
eggplant (P120), tomatoes
(1§ng%), calamansi (P100), cha-.

yote (P80) and squash (P60). ..

Agriculture Assistant Sec-
retary and spokesperson Kris-
tine Evangelista assured the
public of enough supply of

vegetables despite the damage -

brougﬁ by Egay. Evangelista
.éaid £ i e
tor at least 13 wet markets in

e DA continues to moni-

Metro Manila to make sure
that the price adjustments are
reasonable.

Following the declaration of
Tlocos Norte, the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan of Tlocos Sur also
approved a resolution declaring
tlggir province under a state of
calamity duetoEgay.

Tlocos Sur Gov. Jerry Sing-

* son said the Quirino Bridge in

Bantay town was destroyed
by floodwaters. He added
that most of the affected resi-
dents were still in evacuation
centers. Lot~
In Bataan, Balanga City and
the municipalities of Orani,
Hermosa, Samal, Abucay,
Pilar and Dinalupihan were af-
fected by flashfloods brought
by intermittent moderate to
‘heavy rains triggered by Egay
" on Thursday. — With Jun Elias,
Ric Sapnu, Bella Cariasg,— Ce-
sar Ramirez, Danessa Rivera,
Ramon Efren Lazaro, Rich-
mond Mercurio, Emmanuel
Tupas :
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kung sino ar ng kan du " : ) ata Yu haloshindina
sl ang h%ngéénhmg : : y.

ni M- M magsasaka na lu na sa utang.
lan pananim alo%llahg\ ulu sa ‘ Mmmn;alsr?uwmbongndgggﬂ@a bahgko
' ang reyalidad ng buhay ng a _ _ o ~ (Sundan sa pahina5)

~E3EHHEMIJLJ=ENL. Mula pahinad =~
| "““m oy mﬁw bgfgm Mimaropa at Caraga.
sk ir : ang limang
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