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By Julie M. Aurelio
@JMAurelioINQ

A Makabayan lawmaker on
Tuesday opposed President
Marcos’ proposal for gov-
ernment-to-government  rice
importation, arguing that he
- should boost the local rice in-
dustry instead.

House Assistant Mll'lOI‘l-
ty Leader Rep. Arlene Brosas
said the government should
“invest in our farmers and pri-
oritize their welfare to achieve
food security and agricultural
self-sufficiency.”

“We urge Mr. Marcos to veer
away from his proposed govern-

- ment-to-government importa-

tion of rice and instead focus on
strengthening our local rice in-
dustry,” she said in a statement.

The Gabriela Women’s
party list representative not-
ed that the current shortage
of rice stocks should be ad-
dressed, but “the solution lies
in supporting our local farm-
ers and improving our domes-
tic rice production.”

Brosas called for the repeal
of Republic Act No. 11203, or the
Rice Tariffication Law and the
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' BAD FORLOCAL FARMERS

PlANNEIl BOV'T-TO-GOV'T RICE IMPIIIITATII]N BUCKED

prioritization of the Philippine
rice industry instead.

“The increasing prices of
rice and dwindling of stocks is
proof that RA 11203 was never
the solution in the first place
as it allowed the influx of im-
ported rice and consequently

depressed the farm gate prices

of palay,” Brosas added.

She made the remarks after
Agriculture Assistant Secretary
Rex Estoperez said the Presi-

_dent will preside over an inter-

agency meeting to discuss the
government-to-government
importation of rice.

.Under RA 11203, Mr. Mar-
cos is authorized to approve
government rice importation
during emergencies.

‘Food security at risk’.

The President earlier said
he was considering importing
rice from India.

Brosas warned that depen-
dence on rice imports “puts our
food security at risk and under-
mines the livelihoods of our lo-
cal farmers.”

“We need sustainable and
long-term solutions that priori-
tize self-sufficiency and agricul-

tural development,” she said.
For House Deputy Speaker

Rep. Ralph Recto, the importa-

tion of rice when local production

- slows down “is not as straightfor-

ward anymore due to convulsions
in the world market.”

“It's not easy to order un-
li-rice over the globe. Other na-
tions only let go of their surplus
production because their prior-
ity is local demand,” Recto said
in a separate statement.

He notéd that India, the
number one rice exporter with
a 40 percent share of the world
market, has imposed a ban on

the export of non-Basmati rice.

“You don’t need a Nobel to
sagely predict that it will have a
ripple effect on all grain prices
considering the big hole it will
cause,” he said.

Recto warned that the Phil-
ippines might be hit “directly
and painfully” by Vietnam’s
decision to slash its annual rice
exports to 4 million tons by
2030 from 7.1 million tons last
year.

He noted that the Philip-
pines sourced 2.5 million metric
tons or 85 percent of its rice im-
ports from Vietnam in 2021. g
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“With rice supply projected to reach
547 million MT in the third quarter of
2023 and demand expected to reach
3.79 million MT, ending stock in the
third quarter is projected at 1.69 million
MT, enough to last 45 days at present
consumption,” the Presidential Palace
said in a statement, citing the DA.

At the Palace briefing, Ms. Som-
billa said the country has rice stocks
good for only 39 days following the
typhoon.

She said the government expects
the biggest rice production to start by
the end of September or sometime in

October. "So, we will be beefing up our

supply and, of course, the usual supplies
that we will be getting from imports.”

But Raul Q. Montemayor, national
director of the Federation of Free
Farmers, said the country needs stocks
good for 60 days until the harvest
season begins in October, noting that
the import requirement should be be-
tween 650,000 and one million MT.

“The fact that the Bureau of Plant
Industry has issued quarantine im-
port certificates for 1.3 million tons
is meaningless if the importers feel
| itis too risky to import rice now that
| international prices are going up,” Mr.
| Montemayor said in a Viber message.
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He said some rice suppliers have
also reneged on their contracts to
supply local importers, “opting to sell
their inventories to higher bidders.”

Mr. Marcos earlier said the Philip-
pine government was looking into the
possibility of entering into a supply
deal with India under a government-
to-government arrangement after
New Delhi imposed an export ban on
non-basmati white rice.

The India exportban will only have
minimal impact on the Philippines
because the affected variant only ac-
counts for 25% of India’s total rice
exports, Ms. Sombilla said.

Vietnam is Manila’s largest source
of rice, accounting for 80% of its rice
imports in 2022.

“It would be easier for the Philip-
pines to buy rice from Vietnam than
India because Hanoi has not
imposed any limits on its ex-
ports,” Mr. Montemayor said,
noting that India accounted
for only 0.6% of Philippine
rice imports in the same year.

“We can buy rice from any
exporting country as long as
we are willing to pay the price.”

The country will likely
rely on “traditional” rice
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sellers such as Vietnam, Thailand,
and India, Ms. Sombilla said.

Aside from the Indian export ban, the
government is also looking at the pos-
sible impact of Russia’s termination of the
Black Sea Grain initiative, which drove up
global prices of wheat, Ms. Sombilla said.

CONCERNS
“The Rice Tariffication Law indeed al-

lows the private sector to import rice.

Read the full slory by
scanning the QR code with
your smartphone or by
typing the link
<rebrand.ly/Rice080223>

But what is alarming is that the gov-
ernment has to encourage the private
sector to do so, and not simply allow
the market to make its own decision,”
Leonardo A. Lanzona, who teaches eco-
nomics at the Ateneo de Manila Univer-
sity, said in a Facebook Messenger chat.

The government should be more
concerned about domestic produc-
tion and how to provide farmers with
resources to address the im-
pact of the recent typhoons
and El Nifio, he said.

“The government already
has a lot of problems on its
own,” Mr. Lanzona said. “It
has no business telling the
private sector to import un-
less it is the official policy
now to just import rice in the
face of these challenges.”
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Ombudsman orders suspen5|on
of agri, FTI officials over onions

THE PHILIPPINE Ombudsman has ordered

the suspension of Agriculture and Food Ter-

minal, Inc. (FTI) officials for misconduct and
negiect of duty over what it said were anoma-

lous purchase of onions under President Fer-

dinand R. Marcos, Jr.’s Kadiwa program.

In an order made public on Aug. 1, Om-
budsman Samuel R. Martires ordered the six-
month suspension of an Agriculture assistant
secretary and accountant and the FTI officers
for violating the Procurement law in the de-
livery of 8,845 bags of onions to Kadiwa food

outlets, which sells farm products to the poor.
“Documents show that violations of the

'Procurement law were allegedly committed

by the respondents in relation to the Kadiwa

Food Hub project,” he said in the ruling,
a copy of which was posted on state -run

PTV4’s Twitter page.

The ombudsman cited a quest:bnable !

50% advance ‘payment of the contract price
and a “lack of pa.rameters in the procure-
ment of onions.

He said the suspension would prevent the
officials from influencing potential witnesses

during the investigation and legal proceedings.
The order stemmed from the Ombuds-

man’s probe of the involvement of traders and

Agriculture officials in soaring prices of red
and white onions in the market early this year.

The Agriculture department and FTI were
under investigation for price manipulation
after it was alleged that the latter had paid
inflated prices for the commodltyto set a high
benchmark price for the rest of the market.

In January, Agriculture’ deputy spokes-

' man Rex C. Estoperez said FTI’s P537 a kilo.

of domestic onion order followed procure-
ment rules amid allegations of collusion by

government officials and the prwate sector

to rig onion prices.

Last week, Executive Secretary Lucas P.

Bersamin said the government had identified
- smugglers and hoarders based on intelligence
reports and would soon file cases against them.

In his second state of the nation address
to Congress on July 24, Mr. Marcos Jr. scored
hoarders and smugglers, whose' “days are
numbered.”

' He asked Congress to pass a bill seelnngto
‘revise the country’s Anti- Agricultural Smug—
gling Act of 2016.

The Department of Justice earlier said it
had formed a task force to go after hgnmltura]
smugglers and hoarders.

The agency would go after farm smugglers

by filing criminal cases including economic
sabotage, Justice Undersecretary Raul T.
Vasquez told a news brleﬁng on July 26 -
John Victor D. Ordofiez
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to these global events.

She assured the public t the

DA is closely monitoring the
situation.
' Sombilla attributed the rising
rice prices to the effects of the
increase in prices of fertilizer and
fuel primarily due to the Black Sea
Grain Initiative,

Sombilla, meanwhile, said
the P20 per kilo promised by
the President is not achievable
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“With the things that are hap-
pening now - fertilizer cost, fuel
cost, El Nifio, back-to-back ty-
phoons— we do not see it (P20 per
kg of fice) happening in the short
run. Over the long run, if we are
able to increase our productivity,
I think we can achieve that),” she
said.

Mcanwhﬂc, the Bureau of
Plant Industry (BPI) is secking
a budget,of up to P500 million

*&rﬁmplement projects
dte urban: agriculture
DA’s National Urban

thats
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and Peri-Urban Agticulture Pro-

gram (NUPAP). :

Glenn Panganiban, BPI direc-
tor, told reporters in an inter-
view yesterday NUPAP has been
running for two years without
budget allocation and operates
only through partnerships with the
ptivate sector.

“Our focus is production sup-
port and we will distribute seeds.
We also have production equip-
ment and facilities, controlled
environment farming if we have
partners that will provide a space.

Jed Macapagal

We also have training and informa-
tion dissemination...,” Panganiban
said.

“We have a lot of participants
but many of which also drop
out but the main goal is to
sustain at that critical mass for
us to have efficiencies. We will
push what is appropriate for
an area. For example, in Pasig,
rooftops are prevailing so they
grow chili while Navotas has
vertical farms so they grow let-
tuce,” Panganiban added. -with
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Japanese lawmaker
supports Phl .
agri, infra programs

A group of Japanese lawmak-
ers has expressed support for the
Philippines’ development programs
and is pushing for a government-
to-government cooperation on the
defense industry, Malacafiang said
yesterday.

President Marcos met with Mori-
yama Hiroshi, chairman of the
Japan-Philippines Parliamentarians
Friendship League, at Malacafiang
yesterday and discussed key areas
of partnership between the two
countries.

The Japan-Philippines Parliamen-
tarians Friendship League is com-
posed of members of the Japanese
Diet across party lines.

According to a statement by the
Presidential Communications Office
(PCO), Marcos received expressions
of support from Moriyama for the
Philippines’ development initiatives
particularly in agriculture, infrastruc-
ture, defense and security and the
Mindanao peace process.

“Regarding the agriculture, we see
— it is important and also the digital
relation. Also, agriculture infrastruc-
ture is very important,” Moriyama
was quoted by the PCO statement
as saying.

“We’d also like to see govern-
ment-to-government cooperation on
strengthening the defense industry,
which is a priority. That's why rc-
garding the OSA, official security as-
sistance, the Philippines is one of the
first candidate countries for OSA,”
he added.

According to Moriyama, Japan
is pleased.te see the Philippines’
achievement on defense, particularly
the implementation of joint. training
in the past mionths. ‘

Marcos told the Japanese law-

maker that having a strpng agricul-
ture sector has béen a priarity of his
administration. “It is something that
we feel is important, not only for the
survival of our populace, the food
supply of our populace, but also it is
necessary... if the rest of pur indus-
trialization can continue, if-the rest
of our digitalization can continue, it
must be based onastrong foundation

of agriculture sector,” Marcos, also °

the agriculture secretary, said.

The President noted that Japan
has been a partner of the Philip-
pines in infrastructure and agri-
cultural development through the
Japan International Cooperation
Agency. He described Tokyo as a
“key factor” in Manila’s infrastruc-
ture efforts.

The President likewise reiterated
his desire to boost defense ties be-
tween the two countries.

In the Senate, lawmakers adopted
a resolution celebrating the friend-
ship between Japan and the Philip-
pines.

“Japan remains a true partner to
the Philippines in every essence of
the word,” said Senate President Juan
Miguel Zubiri, who sponsored Senate
Resolution No. 77 that was supported
by all senators.

Zubiri said the relationship be-
tween the Philippines and Japan ~
which marked 67 years of diplomatic
relations last July 23 - is a prime ex-
ample of the power of reconciliation
and the triumph of friendship.

In Congress, the House of Rep-
resentatives on Monday adopted
House Resolution 1146 that sought
to strengthen the mutual cooperation
between the Philippines and Japan.

— Alexis-Romero, Cecille Suerte
Felipe, Delon Porcalla
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Marcos assures ample
rice stock despite ‘Egay’

The country has enough buffer stock of rice
despite the heavy damage brought about by super
typhoon Egay.

President Marcos gave this assurance in a video
message, where he expressed confidence that the
Department of Agriculture (DA), which he heads in
concurrent capacity, is ready to address the impact of
the super typhoon on the country’s rice production.

Marcos also said that the DA is exploring ways to
ensure sufficient supply of rice.

“Mukha naman, sa ngayon (It looks like, for
now), the supply is ok,” he said.

The chief executive held a sectoral meeting with
DA officials in Malacafiang on Tuesday, a week after
Egay wreaked havoc on parts of Northern Lu- 24 ‘
zon, leaving an estimated $1.94 billion worth 5 / Ll Y PSE

OF AGRICULTURE

'HABAGAT' AFTERMATH — An aerial shot of Barangay Frances in Calumpit, Bulacan, on Tuesday, Aug. 1, 2023, shows the extent of the ‘
flooding in the community where residents have resorted to wading through waist-deep waters or negotiating the streets with the

use of bancas. (Mark Balmores)

Marcos assures ample rice stock despite ‘Egay’ 1«

of agricultural damage.

Marcos also shared that suf-
ficiency of “agricultural inputs”
is being ascertained to ensure that
the price of rice in the market will
not increase in the aftermath of the
typhoon.

Rice supply is projected to reach
5.47 million metric tons (MMT) in
the third quarter of 2023, but with
a projected demand of 3.79 MMT,
it is expected that the country will
have a buffer stock of 1.69 MMT in
the third quarter.

The DA said this buffer stock
would be enough to last 45 days,
while they look to increase the
local production of rice through
" supporting farmers and through
importation from rice-producing
neighbor-countries.

In a Malacafiang press brief-
ing, Agriculture Undersecretary
Mercedita Sombilla assured that
the Philippines has a 39-day buffer
supply of rice amid the threats of
the El Nifio phenomenon and the
challenges of importing rice from
neighboring countries.

“And I think, you know, we are’

prepared; the production for up to
the second quarter, we have some-
thing like 39 days of stocks and
then will continue, you know, the

DA has already prepositioned ways
by which we could really increase
production,” she said.

During the sectoral meeting,
DA’s preparedness for the El Nifio
phenomenon was also tackled.

“So, gumawa na..kami ng
schedule kung saan tayo kukuha ng
production; kung saan tayo bibili

- dito sa local; kung kailangan mag-

import, mag-i-import na naman
tayo (So, we made a schedule where
we're going to get production; where
we’re going to buy locally; if we
need to import, we will import),”
Marcos said. “Mabuti naman at sa

‘usapan namin, nakita naman na

ang pag-import natin ng bigas ay
pababa naman nang pababa. Ngunit
pagka may emergency na ganito ay
kailangan talaga nating tignan kung
nangangailangan pa ng pag-import
(It’s good and based on our talks, it
was noted that the need to import

rice has been decreasing. But when -

there’s an emergency like this, we
really need to determine if we need
to import),” he added.

Earlier, the President shared that
the country might negotiate with
India since there is tough competi-
tion among neighboring countries
for the supply of rice.

He, however, assured that im-

porting rice would be studied care-
fully and that the DA assured him of
stock of rice and other high-value

‘crops that would be distributed to

affected farmers.

The DA is expected to distribute
111,873 bags of rice seeds, 14,426
bags of corn seeds, and, 2,582 kilo-
grams of assorted vegetable seedsto
regions affected by Egay.

It also recommended the ramp-
ing up of local production of rice
and production support to ensure
sufficient supply of rice and other
agricultural commodities.

Other recommendations by the
DA ipclude the fast-tracking of the
distribution of readily available as-
sistance to rice farmers, especially
those in calamity-stricken areas,
as well as ensuring the availability
of the Quick Response Fund for the
immediate rehabilitation of affected
areas.

The agency is also studying the
possibility of purchasing available
rice stocks at the lowest accessible
price and ensuring the availabil-
ity of affordable rice, especially
to the less fortunate households,
through the Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps) or the Food
Stamp Program (FSP). (Raymund
Antonio)
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FOCUS ON AGRI — President Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ R; Marcos Jr. (right) presldés during a sectoral meeting with officials of the-nepartment :
of Agriculture (DA) in Malacafiang on Tuesday, August 1, 2023. (Photo from the Office of the President)
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PHL, MALAYSIA PRIVATE SECTOR EXPLORE

AGRI COOPERATION, MSME DEVELOPMENT

WO private sector groups repre-
Tsenting Malaysia and the Philip-
* pinessigneda Memorandum of Un-
derstanding in Kuala Lumpurlast July 27,
2023 to explorejoint efforts inagriculture
~ development, focusing on palm oil, rubber
and other agricultural commodities that
may thrivein the Philippines and Malaysia.
The MOU was signed on behalf of
ASEAN Business Advisory Council (ASE-
AN BAC) Malaysia and ASEAN BAC Phil-

ippines by their respective Chairs, Tan Sri .
NazirRazakand Joey Concepcion. Thesign-
ing was witnessed by Philippines President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during his meeting

with Malaysian business leaders as part of

his three-day State Visit to Malaysia.

The initiative will aim to replicate
an agri model similar to Kapatid Angat La-
hat sa Agri Program (KALAP) to achieve in-
clusive and sustainable agriculture through
the integration of small farmers into the
value chain of large companies and allowing
them to benefit from the transfer of tech-
nologies and economies of scale, KALAP is
an initiative of Go 'Negdsyo, the non-profit
foundedby Concepcion topromote entrepre-
neurship and advocate for the development
of Filipino MSMEs.

“Public-private partnerships are essen-
tial as we move toward regional economic
integration and make our agriculture in-
dustries productive and competitive,” said
Concepcion. “We have already several of
these big-brother models in the Philippines
covering prime commodities like tobacco,
coconut and rice, with large Philippine com-
panieslike Universal Leaf, Lionheart Farms
and Yovel East successfully implementing
their inclusive models in the communities
where they operate,” he added.

Concepcion said they are aiming to en-
courage more big-brother companies to
participate. :

' The MOU between the Philippines
and Malaysia concerned specifically the
possibility of jointly conducting studies
and mento‘rship channels for potential

I',HILIPPINES President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. joined ASEAN Business Advisory Council (BAC) Philippines
Chair and Go Negosyo founder Joey Concepcion as they met with Malaysian business leaders in a

e

.

roundtable meeting and business forum last July 27, 2023 during the President’s State Visit to Malaysia.

~ Inthe photo are (from left) ASEAN BAC Malaysia Chair Tan Sri Nazir Razak, Concepcion, President Marcos,

Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry President George Barcelon, and Air Asia CEO Tony

Fernandes, :

agriculture, agriculture technology, food
security, agripreneurship business models,
and value chain development.

Also present during the private sector
meet were Department of Trade and Indus-
try Secretary Alfredo Pascual, and ASEAN

Business Advisory Councilmembers Antony

Fernandes Philippine Chamberof Commerce
and Industry President George Barcelonand
Air Asia CEO Anthony Fernandes.

The MOU will also aim to identify the
business requirements to develop trade
and investment opportunities in palm oil,
rubber, fruits, poultry, agricultural tech-
nology, and other agricultural products
and services of Malaysia and the Philip-
pines. “We are confident, that with this
partnershipwith ASEAN BACMalaysiaand
the leadership of Chairman Nazir Razak,
that both our countries will benefit from
sharing our experiences in these areas,”
said Concepcion.

Razak said that ASEAN-BAC Malay-
sia is happy to facilitate potential partner-
shipsbetween prominentplayersinrelevant
fields from the two countries. “Food security
is a major challenge for Malaysia, with im-
ports of food accumulated to RM482.8 bil-
lion while our food export was only RM39

billion between 2012 to 2022,” said Razak.
“Malaysia needs to not only reduce our food
import bills but also become competitive in
food agriculture,” he said. i
Concepcionsaidhewaselated that Pres-
ident Marcos was present to witness the
signing and vowed to continue in various
efforts for MSMEs in the Philippines and
intheregion. Already, the ASEAN Mentor-
ship for Entrepreneurs Network (AMEN),

~ which is the Philippines’s legacy project

from its chairmanship, has already been
rolled out to the ten ASEAN member-states
after securing funding from the Japan-
ASEAN Integration Fund.

“WithAMEN nowongoingandsuccessful,
we want to move a step further. We need to
scale up our farmers, fix the land issues so
thatweachieve theminimum viable point of
24hectarestoachievescale, andhelp farmers
use technology and incorporate them into
the value chain of big corporations while

"making sure they receive their equitable

share,” he said. ;

Concepcionsaid thatsimilaragreements
will be explored with countries that have a
strong agriculture industry, such as Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia and
possibly Myanmar. -
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‘Egay’ agri damage
- close to P3 billion

The Department of Agriculture said losses due
to Typhoon “Egay” (international name: Dok-
suri) has surged to P2.89 billion, affecting some
142,000 farmers and fishers in nine regions.
Egay left the ‘Philippine area of responsibility
(PAR) late last week but was followed by anoth-
er storm, “Falcon” (international name: Khanun),
which developed into typhoon on its way M
out of PAR. —STORY BY JORDEENE B. LAGARE :

Agri damage nears P 3B;

| By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) has estimated the damage
wrought by Typhoon “Egay”
(international- name: Doksuri)
at nearly P3 billion, although it
said that additional losses were
expected in areas affected by
continuous rains and strong
winds.
_In its latest bulletin issued
- on Tuesday, the DA placed the
agricultural losses due to the
_weather disturbance at P2.89
billion, up from the P1.94 bil-
lion reported previously.

Rice accounted for 38.9 per-
cent of the total at P1.13 billion,
with some 33,063 metric tons
of produce spanning - 92,179
hectares affected. Next was
corn at Pgg8.2 million, equiva-
lent to 34.4 percent; infrastruc-
ture (irrigation facilities and
farm structures), P351.7 mil-
lion; high-value crops, P235.6

million; fisheries, P175.4 mil-
lion; and livestock and poultry,
P11.9 million.,

Bureau of Plant Industry
(BPI) director Gerald Glenn
Panganiban, however, said
there was no reason for con-
sumers to panic as the country
had enough food supply de-
spite the agricultural losses.

Resilience

“It will take us a bit of time
to recover but owing to the re-
silience of our farmers... when
farmer-representatives  from
Region 2 visited, they are say-
ing that farmers have started
to rebuild,” Panganiban said at
an event held in Makati City.

“Filipinos are very resil-
ient. With the help of the gov-
ernment, the private sector
[and] LGUs (local government
units), I think we can recover
rapidly from this,” he told re-
porters.

Pablo Luis Azcona, acting

Sugar Regulatory Administra-
tion administrator, said that
Egay also damaged some sugar
cane plantations, although the
impact on the industry was ex-
pected to be “minimal.”

Based on the DA bulletin,
a total of 142,365 farmers and
fishers were affected in the fol-

- lowing regions: Cordillera, Ilo-

cos, Cagayan Valley, Central Lu-
zon, Calabarzon (composed of
Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal
and Quezon provinces), Mim-
aropa (Mindoro Oriental and
Occidental, Marinduque, Rom-
blon and Palawan provinces),
Western Visayas, Soccsksar-
gen (South Cotabato, Cotabato,
Sultan Kudarat and Sarangani
provinces and the cities of Gen-
eral Santos, Koronadal, Tacu-
rong and Kidapawan), and Cara-
ga (Agusan del Sur and Norte,
Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Sur
and Norte, and the cities of Bu-
tuan, Bayugan, Bislig, Cabadba-
ran, Surigao and Tandag).

but food supply assured

Egay also wiped out 98,217
MT of commodities, including
rice, corn, high-value crops,
livestock and poultry, and fish-
eries covering 163,722 ha of ag-
ricultural areas. Farm and fish-
ery infrastructures, as well as
fishing paraphernalia likewise
took a hit. :

Support for farmers
Panganiban said the BPI
had started distributing urban
agriculture kits and providing
support to affected farmers.
A total of 111,873 bags of rice
seeds, 14,426 bags of corn seeds
and 2,582 kilograms of assorted
vegetable seeds were available

for distribution, he added.
The DA was also prepared
to provide drugs and biologics
for livestock and poultry, while

‘the Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources would dis-
tribute P62,000 worth of tila-
pia, carp and catfish fingerlings

. to affected fisherfolk. mq
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- BOC donates 4, 000 MT of seized sugar to DA

By EVELYN MACAIRAN

o The Bureau o_f Customs (BOC)
yesterday donated to the Department
Agricultue (DA) 4,000 metric tons of
refined sugar from Thailand that it
~ seized in January for lack of proper
documents.

. In a statement, the BOC said the
80,000 bags of Thailand white sugar
arrived at the Port of Batangas on Jan.
12 on board motor vessel Sunward,

Since the shipment was report-
edly not accompanied by a notice of
arrival, the bureau issued a warrant
of seizure and detention against the

shipment and the Sun’ward

On April 14, the BOC decided to
forfeit the shipment in favor of the
government. -

On July 21, Finance Secretary Ben-
jamin Diokno approved a proposal to

donate the sugar.

Customs Commissioner Bien-
venido Rubio and DA Senior Un-;

dersecretary Domingo Pangam-

ban yesterday signed the Deed of
Donation and Acceptance for the
commodity. .

Rubio thanked the Department
of Finance, the DA and the Sugar
Regulatory Administration (SRA)

for the:r support to the BOC, which
he said made the donation possible.

“We believe that through DA, this
donation will reach various local
communities and enable our: fel-
low Filipinos to convemenﬂy access
sugar,” Rubio said., ‘

P70 per kilo

" The sugar will be sold at P70 per
kilo in Kadiwa markefs and stalls
of the DA, according to acting SRA
administrator Pablo Luis Azcona.

“Once the MOA is signed, the

stocks will be transferred and re-
packed, ” Azconasaid.

The donatlon is in  compliance
with a directive of President Marcos
to address the rising prices of basic
commodities, particularly sugar, and
achieve food security.

As per the latest supply and
demand situation of the SRA, the
current sugar supply is. more than
enough to sustain exlstmg demands.

The report noted a physical
stock of 262,328.30 MT raw sugar,
448,106.45 MT refined sugar and

148,264.29 MT molasses as of July 16.

Based on DA’s monitoring in
Metro Manila wet markets, refined
sugar is sold from P86 to 110 per kilo,

while raw ‘sugar from P78 to 90 per
kilo as of Monday.

In a report, the BOC said'the total
value of smuggled goods seized by
the bureau reached P23.851 bllhon
from ]anuary to June. &

This is part of the 603 anti-smug-
gling operation seizures conducted
during the six-month period. =

For the first half, 1llega1 items

. Eaught by the BOC included counter-

feit goods, agricultural commodities,
tobacco products, illegal drugs and
general merchandise,

1— With Danessa vaera, Lomse
Maureen. Simeon 4

Page of



THE pHiLIPPINE

UTH SHALL PREVAIL

Date: ue. 02, W23 Page: (0
[ LIBRARY

- —
S

i nrov OF AGRICULTURE

CTALK

~ CITO BELTRAN

 Economies of scale?
i Dream on!

“Ypon arrival in Taiwan
“two weeks ago, the first

to “greet” us was a young
man holding up a sign that read:
“FILIPINO CO CT WORK-

Tsmiled and walked on but de- e
cided to go back to him and ask what office he worked

for. I mistakenly assumed that it would be the Manila
‘Economic and Cultural Office, but it turns out that he
represented the DOLE or Department of Labor-Phl
and the service was for free. This simple service made
me appreciate government. Congratulations to DOLE
Taiwan and to Secretary Benny Laguesma. = -

- Walking out of the tube and corridor, I noticed a
large stuffed dog that was a mascot of some sort and
when I read the notice it said: “Do not bring meat prod-
ucts into Taiwan.” It had a drawing of a plane with a
pig on top of the plane and a smaller wild pig riding
iggyback representing ASF or the African swine fever.

" Below all that was the most important message: “The
 maximum reward for report reaches NTD5 Million.”

( ln ost -0 mﬂlion) >N ey ¥. g
. The same masgot and warnings were placed above
 the luggage carousel as well as areas of high visibility

as a warning to passengers and to people seeing off
others or doing business at the airport. On our return
flight, the China Airline crew announced that the
- would have to spray the floor as well as shoes of pas
~ sengers as a deterrent to the ASF virus. During or
our day tours, I noticed asimilar sign advising pe
who have traveled to a farm recently to inform pers
nel, again to prevent the spread of disease.
Al these precautions reflect the destructive impac
 of ASE, the consequences of weak or half-hearted re-

sponse and the need for continuous control mea
all over the country, the Department of Agriculture
has not done enough consultation or shared with ALL

stakeholders the big-ticket items that are designed to
restore the hog raising industry to its pre-ASF and
pre-pandemic state.

If the vaccine ever comes out before all the pigs
are wiped out, the government's direction is for hog
raisers to fork out P1,200 for two doses of the vac-
cine. The ideal number of piglets per litter is 12 to 14
piglets, that equals P14, 400 to P16, 800. If each piglet
sold at the “wish ko lang” price of P5,000 pesos, you're
left with P3,400. When you factor in feeds, electricity,

water, medicines and vitamins for two months, you |

lost money on every piglet.
The problem of hog raisers is not limited to prevent-
ing ASFE. Even withia potential vaccine on the horizon,

many former raisers remain unconvinced to get back
in the business because it has been ruined and under-
mined by capitalist traders who buy imported pork, fill
up all the cold storage facilities they control and flood
the market with pork that was slaughtered, chilled,
shipped and frozen starting from two months ago.
In the meantime, the national government is more
concerned with pleasing consumers and campaign
contributors instead of creating a level playing field
for farmers and livestock producers. Instead of tap-
ping major food and livestock corporations, we are

- now rolling out the red carpet for foreign companies

to compete with Philippine dairy producers, coffee
producers, feed millers and distributors.

 The national government’s excuse is because we have
entered into treaties and trade agreements, so we must
open our markets. But what about tax breaks, incentives,
subsidies or simple technical and stock support?

This is why opinion writers and industry leaders
have been ing for the Department of Agriculture to
establish training and breeding facilities for hog raising
in every region, do more about bio-security training for
all, especially backyard raisers whose production used
to cover 65 percent of the country’s demand for pork.

- Then follow-up with repopulating backyard farms
by implementing the time old dispersal formula where
a recipient of a female piglet or sow is required to turn
over a third of future litters or female piglets up to two
cycles for redistribution or dispersal to other raisers.
All these can be introduced or implemented by farm
extension workers and would surely be welcomed,
even by politicians as well as LGUs because it revives
the livelihood, generates employment and is a more
affordable formula for repopulation. It also makes
politicians popular! [

Lack of knowledge, training and the now pro-
hibitive costs of acquiring livestock for breeding and

Eropagation are the leading reasons why agriculture
~ ha

s taken a serious blow. Government policy and
activities have moved farther and farther away from

 their most important stakeholders: farmers and back-

yard producers.
There is also the fallacy or the persistent focus:on
“economies of scale” as a necessary requirement to

- +justify doing something. The so-called experts and

‘economists say that we need to integrate land, do
corporate farming in order to have economies of scale.
They have said that time and time again, but have not
achieved any real “economy of scale” or any actual
integration that is legitimate and pro-farmer. They
simply say, “It can’t be done” and do nothing more.

- Well, what about accepting that we will simply have
to do patchwork farming or plot size agricultural de-

‘velopment, increase the knowledge of farmers, equip
them with what they really need, improve their quality
of life and step back and view the quilt that naturally
comes together. _

- Why is it that when a rich retired executive or mil-
lionaire’s wife gets into hobby farming with one or two
hectares, they say it’s cool, etc. but when it’s a poor
farmer, it isn’t! It is the person who owns it who will
do the most work, not the economists and politicians
who only talk but get nothing done!

E-mail: utalk2ctalk@gmail.com
*
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DA asec, 4 others suspended amld omon probe

By JANVIC MATEO

Ombudsman Samuel Martires has
ordered the preventive suspension
pending investigation of five officials
of the Department of Agriculture (DA)

and the Food Terminal Inc. (FTI) over
alleged irregularities in the procure-
ment of onions later sold at Kadiwa
stores.

Suspended pending the results of
the investigation are DA Assistant

Secretary Kristine Evangelista, DA Juanita Lualhati.

administrative officer Eunice Biblanias,
DA officer-in-charge chief accountant
Lolita Jamela, FTI vice president for
operations John Gabriel Benedict Trini-
dad IIT and FTI budget division head

Ina four-pe:ﬁe order dated Aug 3y,
Martires said the respondents are be-
ing charged with grave misconduct,
gross neglect of duty'and conduct

“Turn to Page 4
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Gov’tto nnport 13 MMT of rice

By HELEN FLORES

The government is, planmn to Jmport

1.3 million metric tons (MMT) of rice as .

President Marcos expressed concerns over
the combined impact of Typhoon Egay, the

El Nifio phenomenon and Russxa s with-

drawal from the Black Sea Gram initiative
on the country’s supply of the gram, an

official said yesterday.

During a Palace briefing, Agnculture

' Undersecretary Mercedita Sombilla said

&wy haveyet to setthe dates of importation,
! Thm to Paga 4
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MALACANANG gave assurances that
the country's rice stocks will last 39
days despite the massive datrucuon
suffered by the agncuimml sector -
from two recent typhoons.
“We are prepared. The production -
for up to the second quarter, we have

‘something like 39 days of stocks fof"  fSo, we will be beefing up our

rice],” DA Undersecretary Mercedita  supplyand, of course, the usual sup-
ply that we willbe also getungfrom »

Sombilla said on Tuesday.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
is concurrently the Agriculture
secretary. : g
Sombilla said the Department
of Agriculture (DA) “has already

imports,” Sombilla said.

to the country’s stockpile.

_preposmoned ways by which we
could really increase production.
The biggest rice production will
still come sometime ... if not end of
- September, sometime in October.”:

- She added that the rice stocks will
be augmented by rice imports.

- She added that the DA had al- -

Apart from the destrucnon caused :
by the back-to-back weather distur-
bances, Sombilla cited the with-
drawal of Russia from the Black Sea

- Grain Initiative, the ban imposed

by India on exporting non-basmati
white rice and the El Nifo phenom-
enon as threats to the stabilization
of rice supply in ti'xe*Phlhppmes

- “So the President really, you
know, consulted and discussed

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ready scheduled the importation of -
1.3 million metric tons of riceto add -

with the DA various interventions
that the Department of Agriculture
1is now going to be preparing for.

_ ‘)'StocksA2 '
FROM Al

"PH rice

stocks
to last
39 days

Actually many of them are already
ongoing in response to whatever

the effects of these three global
events are,” she said.
‘-The onsla'ught of typhoons
Egny' and “Falcon” left an esti-
mated damage of P1.94 billion
1o agricultural crops, the DA sald
also on Tuesday.
Ofthe ﬁgure, P95@ mllhonwas

super typhonn; [Egay and Fa]con
accompanied by the habagat
(southwest monsoon),” National -
Food Authority Assistant Secretary

| Qllﬂ’de me in g”Malaca-af“

De Mesa noted that inter-
ventions by the DA are now in
place, in coordination with its
regional offices and local govern-
ment units in all typhoon-hit
areas, especially Regions 1 and
2 (Ilocos and Cagayan Valley)
and the Cordillera Admlmstra-
tive Region.

- “But again, as the President is
very much worried, we really have
to discuss ways by which we could
really mitigate, you know, further
effects of these events that are now
unfolding,” he said.

KRISTINA MARALIT
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Sugarcane output seen
dropping due to El Nifio

DOMESTIC sugarcane output

could drop by up to 15 percent

because of the droughts associated
-with the El Nino weather pattern,
the Sugar Regulatory Administra-
tion (SRA) said on Tuesday.
- “The problem during the ex-
tended dry season is the growing
cultivating stage because _no't
everybody has access to water,”
SRA Admlmstrator Pablo Luls
‘Azcona said.

“About 85 percent of our: farm

ers will not have access to water, ;
S0 we were estimating a 10- to

15-percent drop if we're growing
sugarcane during the dry season,”
he added.

The estimated drop in‘produc-
tion will be equivalent to 180,000
metric tons (MT) to 200,000 MT
or about 4 million bags.

. The impact of El Nifio on sug-
arcane production wﬂl likely be

seen in the next cropping season;

Azcona said.

For now, however, he described
the country’s smmmn as’ ‘loolnng
good.”

“We're 1ust battlmg a blt of
weather disturbances. We've had
a little flooding in the south of
Negros which will affect us a bxt,
Azcona added. =

-~ As for prices, the SRA duef sald
that they were hoping to main-
tain a P3,000 farmgate price —
equivalent to P60 per kllo — for
raw sugar.

“When it comes to retail ..
have a very ample supply of Te-

fined sugar compared to last year”

when the country was at ‘the brink
}El Nino B2

B EL NINO FROM B1

Sugarcane

of a shortage'”

In a related development, the
Agriculture department on Tues-
day said that it had received a do-
nation of 4,000 metric tons (MT)
or 80,000 bags of white refined
sugar from the Bureau of Customs.

The sugar, which had been
smuggled into the country from
Thailand and seized at the Port of
Batangas, will be sold at govern-
ment-run Kadiwa stores.

“The said move is in compli-

| ance with the directive of Presi-

dent Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr:/to¢

address the rising prices of basic
commodities — particularly
sugar — and achieve national
food security,” the Agriculture
department said.

Based on latest Sugar Regulatory
Administration data, the country’s
physical stock of raw sugar was at
262,328.30 MT, refined sugar at
448,106.45 MT and 148,264.29
MT molasses as of July 16.

As of July 31, the retail price
of refined sugar in Metro Manila
markets ranged from P86 to P110
per kilo, washed sugar was at P82
to P90, while a kilo of brown sugar
was between P78 and P90.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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151 areas under ;s
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By MARTIN SADONGDONG tive localities due to the devasta-
and ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

tion left by super typhoon Egay and
the enhanced southwest monsoon,
total of 151 cities, mu-  or “habagat.”
nicipalities, and provinces As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 1, the
have declared a state of = National Disaster Risk Re-

: alamity in their respec-  duction and Management P &
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Council (NDRkMG) sazd‘ the areas
that declared a state of calamlty
were. located in Iloc;os Region (Re-

gion 1), Cagayan Valley (Region 2),

Central Luzon (Reg;on 3), Calabrzon
(Regmn 4A), Mimaropa (Regmn 4B),
and Cordlllera Adnunisl:rat.we Region
(CAR).

The number is expected to further

_ increase as the NDRRMC said it was

waiting for a copy of the resolution

declaring a state of c;q]@mig ;
the local “sanggunian” in Bné‘rﬁdﬁ' .

area in Bataan.

The areas placed under state of
calamity may utilize their quick
response fund (QRF)“‘fof i‘élli!f“aﬁd
recovery programs. '

Officials said the National Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and Management

Fund may be released to augment -

local funds in areas- that will still

need additional money for relief and

rehabilitation efforts.
The regions where areas were
placed under state of calamity are

among the hardest- hit by Egay and

~ habagat.
The combined effects of Egay and

~ habagat have affected 2.4 million

individuals, 50,000 of them still in
e‘iacnatmn centers.

$1.94 B damage to agri

The Department of Agriculture .

(DA) said Egay wiped out almost B2
billion worth of agncultural goods.
“ Assistant Secretary for Opera-
‘tions Arnel de Mesa gave this latest
assessment of the DA on the damage
- caused by the typhoun to the Philip~
~ pine agriculture sector.

The losses and damage due to
Egay climbed from the‘?’l 54 billion

gusts of up to 215 kph i

is already at $1.94 billion,” he told
reporters. during a medxa brieﬁng
held in Malacafiang.

The official said the affected

. -‘commo-di-ti'esf include rice at 950

million and £713 million for corn.
Analysts had earlier warned the
losses in hlgh -value crops and other
agriculture goods are likely to drive
inflation up as the fishery sector was
likewise affectedby the typhoon.

Falcon exits,
rains may persist

~ Meanwhile, typhoon Faicon (1h- '
ternatlonal name: Khanun) 1ef5 the

Ph111pp1ne area of responsnb ty

~ (PAR) at 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, Aug.

the .—hingpme,Atmosphenc, Geo-

:'::physxcal ‘and Astronomical Services

Administration (PAGASA) said.
'PAGASA last located Falcon 835

‘—_;";kllometers northeast of extreme
* northern Luzon as of 4 p.m.

It was movmg west-northwest-
c h

However, PAGASA said the haba~
gat, being enhanced by Falcon, may

~_continue to bring occasional rains to

‘western Luzon. :

 In the next 24 hours, scattered
to widespread heavy rains may per-
sist in Zambales and Bataan, while

.occasional moderate to heavy rains

may prevall over Metro Manila, Pan-
gasinan, E‘ampaliga, Bulacan, and
Occidental Mindoro. ‘

‘Meanwhile, scattered light to

heavy monsoon rains may continue

in Tlocos Region, Cordillera Admin-

istrative Region, Cagayan Valley,
Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batan-

gas, Rmpl Quezon), Nueva Ecija,
‘Aurora, Tarlac, Oriental Mindoro,

Marmduque, Romblon, and Palawan.

Gusty conditions

PAGASA ‘may no longer raise

tropical cyclone wind warnings
over the extreme Northern Luzon
due to Falcon, but warned that the

~ enhanced southwest monsoon may

bring gusty conditions over several
parts of Luzon.

On Wednesday, Aug 2, gusty -

conditions caused by the habagat

~may continue to affect Batanes, Ba-
_buyan Islands, Tlocos Region, Nueva
Vizcaya, Aurora, Zambales, Bataan,

‘Bulacan, Pampanga, Metro Manila,
Southem Luzon, Bicol Region, West-

“ern Visayas, the western portion of -

Northern Samar, and most of the

~ Cordillera Administrative Region.

' On Thursday, Aug. 3, gusty con-

- ditions may persist in Batanes,

Babuyan Islands, Ilocos Region,
Cordillera Administrative Region,
Nueva Vizcaya, Aurora, Zambales,
Bataan, Bulacan, Pampanga, Metro
Manila, Southern Luzon, Bicol Re-

ﬁUb . 02, o

- reported by the Agneulture depart- - gion, Northern Samar, and Western
ment on july 0. ~ Visayas. (With a :eport from Ray— g B
d UMA dasni dha nablvmabadidammama L LAl Astnnia) o al
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3 DA, 2 FTI officials suspende.,d for e
‘questionable’ Kadiwa onion deliveries

By CZARINA NICOLE ONG Kl

The Office of the Ombudsman
ordered the preventive suspen-
sion without pay for six months
of five officials of the Department
of Agriculture (DA) and the Food
Terminal Incorporated (FTI) for
“questionable procurement” and

“doubtful deliveries” of onions for -

" the Kadiwa Food Hub project.
« The four-page order, signed by
- Ombudsman Samuel R. Martires

on Tuesday, Aug. 1, preven-.

tively suspended DA Assistant
Secretary Kristine Y. Evangelista,
Administrative Officer V Eunice F.
Biblanias, and officer-in-charge
Chief Accountant Lolita M. Jamela,
and FTI Vice President for Operations
John Gabriel Benedict C. Trinidad III,
and Budget Division Head Juanita G.
Lualhati. '

‘The order stated that the pre-
ventive suspension without pay was
in line with Section 24 of Republic
Act No. 6770, the Ombudsman Act
of 1989.

Section 24 provides: “The
Ombudsman or his Deputy may
preventively suspend any officer or
employee under his authority pend-
ing an investigation, if in his judg-
ment the evidence of guiltis strong,
and (a) the charge against such of-
ficer or employee involves dishon-

esty, oppression or grave miscon--
- duct or neglect in the performance
of duty; (b) the charges would war-

rant removal from the service; or (c)
the respondent's continued stay in
office may prejudice the case filed
against him.”

Those suspended were charged
with grave misconduct, gross ne-
glect of duty, and conduct prejudi-
cial to the best interest of the service.

The order stated that DA
Senior Undersecretary Domingo F.
Panganiban entered into a memo-
randum of agreement with FTI for
the Kadiwa Food Hub project. FTI, a
government owned and controlled
corporation, then entered into alet-
ter of agreement with Bonena Multi-
Purpose Cooperative for the delivery
of 8,845 bags of onions as part of the
Kadiwa Food Hub.

But the order stated that the DA
officials named in the complaint

‘failed to observe the provisions of

RA 0184, the Procurement Law, since
there was lack of parameters in the
selection of the cooperative that will
supply and deliver the onions.

The order also stated there was
a ""questionable" advance payment
of 50 percent of the contract price
despite the "doubtful deliveries" by
Bonena.

""In view of the foregoing, it ap-
pears that the evidence of guilt of
respondents Evangelista, Biblanias,
Jamela, Trinidad III, and Lualhati
is strong and the charges against
them... may warrant their removal
from office," the order stated.

"Considering further that re-
spondents' continued stay in the of-
fice may influence potential witness-
es and may prejudice the case filed
‘against them due to their contin-
ued access to documentary evidence
relative thereto, this Office exercises
its power to place respondents under
preventive suspension," it added.

The Office of the Ombudsman or-
dered a six-month preventive suspen-
sionwithout pay of five officials of the
Department of Agriculture (DA) and
the Food Terminal Incorporated (FTI)
for “questionable procurement” and
“doubtful deliveries” of onions for the
Kadiwa Food Hub project.

The four-page order signed by

~ Ombudsman Samuel R. Martires on

Tuesday, Aug. 1, preventively sus-
pended were DA Assistant Secretary
‘Kristine Y. Evangelista, Administrative
Officer V Eunice F. Biblanias, and offi-
cer-in-charge Chief Accountant Lolita
M. Jamela, and FTI Vice President for
Operations John Gabriel Benedict C.
Trinidad I11, and Budget Division Head
Juanita G. Lualhati. i
The order stated that the preven-
tive suspension without pay was in

* line with Section 24 of Republic Act

No. 6770, the Ombudsman Act of1989.
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CUADRUPLE WHAMMY' TO HIT PINOYS' GUT

By JoveE MARIE N. DeLA Cruz
w@joveemarie

Vietnam's move to halve its

exports, typhoonslike Egay,
and the scuttling of the Ukraine
grain deal are “the quadruple
whammy” that will hurt the
Philippines, the world’s second
andsixthbiggestriceand wheat

INDIA’S rice export ban,

importer, said Deputy Speaker
Ralph Recto on Tuesday.

Recto said the government
should look into experts’ sug-
gestions to address “the qua-
druple whammy.”

“Ito ang suntok sa sikmura
na dapat paghandaan nating la-
hat. [This is the punch in the
stomach that we should all pre-
parefor]. Thesedevelopmentsare

the sound of empty pots clang-
ing,” Recto said in a statement.
President Marcos's warning
that rice prices could go up is
the refreshing honesty of tell-
ing the truth to the people that
should spur a whole-of-nation
actiononhowto meet the crisis

ahead, he added.

SEE “QUADRUPLE WHAMMY,” A2

- Quadruple whammy. ...
CONTINUED FROM A1 i

Among the measures experts are suggesting
is ramping up production “of rice and substitute
. crops” in areas like Mindanao, which are not on
the usual tyghoon path, Recto said.
~ Recto said flooding caused by typhoons
- Egay and Falcon would impact rice and corn
* supplies as the three affected regions—Ilocos, !
Cagayan Valley, and Central Luzon—account for
44 percent of national rice production and 79
percent of corn.

“These are agricultural powerhouses that
not only serve as our grain granaries but are
~also major suppliers of poultry, pork, and other

" livestock,” he said. ;
'_ However, the easy solution of importation
“when local.productlon dips “is not as
 straightforward anymore due to convulsions in
‘the world market.”

“It is no longer easy to order rice. The only
thing other countries give up is their surplus
- production. They prioritize local demand. And
thisis where grain nationalism comes in. Because
if there is no rice on the table, people will rise up
in protest,” he said.

India, the number one rice exporter with a
40-percent world market share, has imposed a
ban on the export of non-Basmati rice.

Ripple effect
“YOU don’t need a Nobel to sagely predlct that

it will have a ripple effect on all grain prices

considering the big hole it will cause,” Recto said.
But what could hit us “directly and painfully,”

Recto warned, is Vietnam's decision to slash its

rice exportsa year to 4 million tons by 2030 from

7.1 million tons in 2022.

The Philippines, he said, sourced 2.5 million
metric tons, or 85 percent, of its rice imports
from Vietnam in 2021; “that’s why the painful
_joke is that Vietnam is said to be the biggest rlce-
producing province in the Philippines.”

But, Recto added, “the flipside is, can we
leverage our being the No. 1 customer into
a favored recipient status? Do we have that
_ diplomatic gravitas?”

i

" Even the failure to free embargoed Ukraine

‘wheat, after Russia bombed grain stores in

Ukraine and pulled out of a deal that would have
allowed safe passage of food exports through
the Black Sea, “will shrmk Pinoy pan de sal sizes

while boosting its price.”
“What most people don’t know is that we are

not only the champion rice importer, but we are
‘also the sixth placer in importing wheat because

noodles are our national food,” Recto said.

Recto, a former director general of the
National Economic and Development Authority
(Neda), said the country is about 81 percent rice-

- self-sufficient.

One “ mterestmg data” that Recto discovered is
the jump in rice utilization. .
SIE you look at 2022 rice utilization data, it was
135 kilos per capita for that year, up from 118
kilos per. Pinoy prepandemic. What is the reason

 for tlus? he wondered aloud.
‘ﬂepartment of Rice lmportatlon7’

MEANWHILF. Gabriela Rep. Arlene D. Brosas

' cf'lﬁmzed the proposed government-to-

government importation of rice.

“In a statement, Brosas highlighted the need to
repeal RA 11203, or the Rice Liberalization Law,
and prioritize strengthening the Philippine rice
industry instead.

“While we acknowledge the need to address the
current shortage of rice stocks, we believe that
the solution lies.in supporting our local farmers
and improving our domestic rice production. The
President must be reminded that he is running
the Department of Agriculture and not the
Department of Rice Importation,” Brosas stated.

~ “The increasing prices of rice and dwindling
stocks are proof that the Rice Liberalization Law
was never the solution in the first place as it a]lowed
the influx of imported rice and consequently
depressed the farm gate prices of palay,” she added.

Brosas is the author of House Bill 405 or
the Rice Industry Development Act (RIDA),
which proposes a massive overhaul of the rice
industry, with the government paving the way
with adequate public investment, support,
mechanisms, and infrastructure.
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DA gets 4,000 MT sugar from Bl

THE Department of Agriculture (DA) has
formally received 4,000 metric tons (MT)
of white refined sugar from the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) to be sold at vanous Kadiwa
stores on Tuesday.

-The BOC donated 4 000 MT (80 000 bags)
of forfeited Thailand White Sugar to the DA.

- The sugar, which was shipped from
Thailand and later rendered as forfeited by
the Port'of Batangas in April, was cleared
for donation and consumption based on
the guldellnes speaﬁed in the D'A -Sugar.

Regulatory Administration (SRA) Memo-

randum Circular 4, series of 2022-2023 as

well as the Republic Act (RA) 10863 or the
' Customs Modermzatlon and Tariff Act.
The donation isin compliance to address

therising prices of basic commodities—par- |
. ticularly sugar—and ach1eve natlonal food

security.

As per the latest Supply and Demand S1tu— :

“-ation of the Sugar Regulatory Administration
(SRA

"enou td sustain existing demand.

. The report noted a physical stock Qf'
262 328L30 metric tons (MT) raw sugar, -
448,106.45 MTrefined sugar,and 148,264.29

'MT molasses as of July 16. Raadee S. Sausa

Page

the current sugar supply is more than
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Diyaryong disente ng masang intelihente

Nasa 4,000 metriko
tonelada o 80,000 bags
ng 'mga nakumpiskang
Thailand white sugar ang
idinonate ng Bureau of
Customs (BOC) sa De-
partment of Agriculture
(DA) upang maipahagi
sa mga komunidad sa
pamamagitan ng mga
programa ng gobyerno
sa pagkain.

Pinirmahan kahapon
ang Deed of Donation
and Acceptance sa
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Nakumpiskang mgaasukal, idinonate ng 80C sa DA

pagitan nina BOC'Com-
missioner Bienvenido

Y. Rubio at DA Semor--

Nabatid na nasam-
sam -ang haturang mga
asukal noong. Enero
12, 2023 nang duma-

~ ting sa Port of Batangas
lulan ng M/V Sunward

ngunit natagpuan na
walang kaukulang No-
tice of Arrival. Tuluyan

itong nakapasakamay -

ng gobyerno sa isang
desisyon nitong Abril 12.
“[Seized sugar with com-
mercial value and' ca-
pable of legitimate use
may be disposed by the
BOC through donation
to government institu-
tions”, nakasaad umano

sa Paragraph D.1ng

Sugar Regulatory Ad-
mlnlstrataon (‘SF{A) Me-
meranduri Circular No.
4 series of 2022-2023.
Nitong Hulyo 21 naman

)

inaprubahan ng Depart-
ment of Finance ang pa-
nukalang donasyon ng
4,000 MT refined sugar
sa DA.

Sinabi ni Rubio na

vinaasahan niya na sa

pamamagitan ng DA ay
makakaabot ang natu-
rang donasyon sa iba't
ibang mga lokal na komu-
nidad at magkaroon ng
access ang mga mahihi-
rap na Filipino sa asukal.

(Danilo Garcia)

Paee

nf



| Pilipino S tar

e g 5 g

Diyaryong disente ng masang intelihent»

LIBRARY
Date: _Aupuct J, Jod —— DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page_  of



Abante ... .
o/

TONITE

-l MABILIS SA BALITA =

Date: A\El} 2, 2023 Page: __ 4

4.

iz LIBRARY
IR DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Abante

UNA SA BALITA »-

.,
sy’

| 2 LIBRARY
Date: __Auyut 2,403 P =Jﬁ(
Ll J.a00t  pager T DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Date: A%uéi 2, Joad Page: _ 2
N2 LIBRARY
W DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE




OURNAL

PEOPLES

News

LIBRARY
Date: Amgm J. 26} ' DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



TYPHOON Egay and the
southwestmonsoonor

habagat

have caused significant dam--

~ age to agriculture and infra-
slrndnremvanmreglonsof
e _tntalinsmore
than P5. :
Acco! to the National
Disaster Reduction and
Management Council
(NDJ , the total cost of

mﬁ-astruchfne damage in the
regions of Ilocos, Cagayan
Vi ,andCalaereaged
P3.51 billion.
Meanwhile, agricultural
damagewasestimated atP1.96
billion in Ilocos Region, Ca-

ion in Muslim Mindanao.
 ARMM), and the Cordillera
Administrative Region (CAR). -

- The disaster has also led to
the dafage of 41,591 houses,

PEOPLE

OURNAL

Everybody's Newspaper

affecfmg 668,974 famlhes
ejmvahnt to 2,452,738 xm:élr -

(262,008indi

arereceiv-
mg md‘ﬁulside of t)!vaeuahon,

“The aeatﬁ toll from the ty-
E:noonshndsatﬁ , with 23 still

g validated. Additionally,

le were

wﬂrmd&mmﬁxmed.
are also of 13
that are cur-
rentl Eangvenﬁed ’
T]"nle Departmentof Agricul-
ture (DA) reportedthatthety—
phomaﬁected123,274fam1e:s

and fisherfolkin

several regions.
The disaster affected a total of

147,063 hectaresof land, result-

inginaproductionlossof86,975 .
»metncptorr?‘;s (MT) of various

and fisherfolk, theDAisprovid- -
ing variousformsofaid, includ-
mgnceandoomseeds,asso:t- :

ed vegetable seeds, dru
biologics for livestc and
poultry, and ﬁngerhngs of hla-

ml;:fc‘red: Poli
(ACPC)xsoffetrmg c%’200:1111-

lion Survival and Recovery
Program withup:

(SURE) Loan
to P25,000 loanable amount

_payable in three years at zero

interest.
Additi

worth of Quick

( isavailable

P500 million
se Fund
the reha-

S

bﬂltauon of affected ar%.
'I‘heNahonalIrdgauonAd-

ministration (NIA) repo

 that “Egay” left damages I:o'

xrngahon infrastructures

~ amounting to P1.105 billion

mostly on washed out struc-
 tures, embankment, canal lin-
; 1;:%. protection workq_among

A team headed by Aclmg
Administrator Engr. Eddie
Guillen.is presen oemduct—-
mgmnm_mousﬁe] in -
tion and site vmlsat:ay er
furtherdataon cropsandirriga-
tion damages in areas severely
affected by i

NIA said t it recorded
damages in crops at P2.416-
billion asof July 31 whileatotal

- of 69,432 farmers culhvahcﬂF
| 43,875.55 hectares of

tural land are affected by the
typhoon’s fury. ;
24 'Vft";z]oeldelal'm
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E agn ure secto
Somblllasa:dthatﬂ\eyhavetodls-

cuss ways to mitigate the furt]

fects of three global issue:

' now unfolding” as she en
thatthe DA is prepared toir C

: produchonmtheP

1 p Whnle there are unstable move- :
ap to | on qﬂm wEhd?'e " ments in the Black Sea Grain Initia-
gliké‘ﬁ? days of stocks: v1md _ tive, Sombillaemphasized thatitwill
ue. The DA‘ -' ~ causea
ready i oﬁfﬁ i :

we could reall increaseprod ”"
Somblllasaucly CH

mmﬁm \-

. g 1 ,30 ' "‘-‘”

-~ ber. So we will be beefing up our  re
supaly, and of course, the usual na  thel

&
.
:
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Tariffs from H1 rice imports
costly to govt

up, but timing

By JaAsPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS W @jearcalas
& CA1 U ORDINARIO ¥ @caiordinario

VHE national government raked

_in more tariff collections from
rice imports in the first half,
driven by weaker currency, higher
import volume and elevated world

market prices.

M DY PR T

There is a flipside to that ro-
bustrevenue, though: The national
government’s resources are being
depleted in favor of rice imports
at a time when the peso is weak,
according to a local economist.

Basedondataculled by BUSINESS-
MIRROR, Ateneo de Manila Univer-
sityeconomistLeonardoLanzonaJr.
saw that the decline in rice imports
reached 14 percent in January and
as much as 45 percent in June.

“In January, a 9-percent in-
crease in foreign exchange caused
a, 14-percent decline in rice im-
' ports.InJune,a7-percentincrease
in foreign exchange resulted in
a 45-percent decline in imports.

This only means that the govern-
ment resources are being depleted
by too much reliance on imported
rice,” Lanzona said.

Philippine Institute for Devel-
opment Studies (PIDS) Senior Re-
search Fellow Roehlano M. Briones
said, however, there is usually a
time lag when it comes to the im-
pact of weaker currencies on inter-
nationally traded commodities.

“The unitvalueisrisingin 2023
because of increased world price. So
far, importers have not reacted in
termsof quantitybutthat'sbecause
there is a lag. Peso indeed weaker
on semester basis,” Briones said,
partly in Filipino.

Customs data

BUREAU of Customs (BOC) data
published on its website showed
that its rice tariff collections from
January to June reached P13.583
billion, about 24 percent over the
P10.976 billion it collected in the
same period of last year.

Given the latest rice tariff collec-
tions, ricefarmersarenowassured of
atleastP3.583billionin cash transfer
as mandated by existing laws.

Under Republic Act 11598, rice
tariffs collected in excess of P10
billion shall fund the state’s Rice
Farmers Financial Assistance that
provides cash assistance to eligible
Filipino rice farmers.

BOC data analyzed by the Busi-
NESSMIRROR showed that the in-
crease in rice tariff collections was
driven by higher import volume
and weaker peso. BOC data also
showed that the higher rice prices
in the world market contributed to,
the uptick in collections.

Rice import volume during the
six-month periodroseby13 percent
to 1.848 billion kilograms from
1.636 billion kilograms recorded
in the first half of last year, based
on BOC data.

BOC data showed the country’s

currency weakened by 6.5 percent
on an annual basis against the
greenback. p ;

For the first half, the exchange
rate of the Philippine peso against
the US dollar averaged at P55.28
from the P51.9 recorded exchange
ratein the same period oflast year,
based on BOC data.

BOC data indicated that the
value of rice shipments increased
this year.

On a per metric ton basis, the
average rice import value was es-
timated at P21,000 from P19,000
recordedlastyear. This means that
a kilogram of imported rice was

valued at'an average of P21 in the

first half compared to last year’s
P19.17 average price.

The Customs bureau earlier
cited the depreciation of the Phil-
ippine peso against the US dol-
lar in increasing its overall tariff
collections amid a drop in import
volume of certain key commodities
and items.

Weak peso, costlier rice
MEANWHILE, both economists—
Brionesand Lanzona—agreed that
aweaker peso makesimportedrice
more expensive.

CONTINUED ON A5

Tariffs from H1 rice
imports up, but
timing costly to govt

Continued from A16

This s significant since rice is the country's
staple and the Philippines is one of the largest
importers of rice in the world.

Efforts to wean the country away from
its dependence on rice imports, Lanzona
said, requires greater market participation by
Filipino farmers.

Lanzona said he is not pertaining to
Kadiwa in these terms but to the available
opportunities presented by digital technology

. toallow farmersto reach more buyers without
. the help of middle men.

“The only way Is to put resources into the

' hands of farmers and to create a distribution

system that allows farmers to transact directly
with the consumers, Keeping middle men
away from the product can reduce transaction
costs. The more hands that touch the product
before it reaches the consumers, the greater is
the cost,” Lanzona said.

“| am not talking about Kadiwa, | am
talking about reviving the pre-pandemic
market of small retailers and allowing greater
empowerment of farmers to market their
product. This is now feasible given the digital
technology if we have the creativity to harness
its potential,” he stressed.

Earlier, National Statistician Claire Dennis
S. Mapa said rice prices have been climbing
since January 2023,

Rice inflation reached 2.7 percent in
January 2023; 2.2 percent in February; 2.6
percent in March; 2.9 percent in April; 3.4
percent in May; and 3.6 percent in June.

Mapa also said all rice categories, reqular-
and well-milled as well as special rice'prices
in June 2023, all increased. Rice, the country’s
food staple, is a water-loving crop.

Rice has a weight of 8.87 percent of
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) of the All
Households and 17.87 percent weight in the
(Pl of the Bottom 30 percent of Households.
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Vietnam food group official says no immediate

plan to curb nce exports

HANOI - Vietnam has no imme-
diate plans to restrict rice exports,
a senior official of the country’s
food association said after India’s
‘export curbs sparked worries
about global supplies of the staple.

“At the moment, Vietnamese
companies are exporting rice nor-
mally,” said Nguyen Ngoc Nam,
chairman of the Vietnam Food
Association, which represents
the country’s rice processors and
exporters and works closely wnfn
the government.

India, which accounts for 40
percent of world rice expoxts,
ordered a halt to:its largest
cxpon category more than a
week ago to calm domestic
prices, which have climbed to
multi-year highs in recent weeks
as' erratic weather threatened
production.

‘Nam said prices of Vietnam-
ese rice had soared since India’s
move on July 20, adding that the
harvest of the summer-autumn
crop was ongoing in Vietnam,
which is the world’s third la.tg-
est rice exporter after India and
Thailand.

Vietnam’s 5 percent broken rice

A farmer harvests rice by a paddy field outside Hanoi. (Reuters Photo) .

prices rose to $550-§575 per metric -

ton on Monday, traders said, their
highest since 2011,-from a range
of $515-8525 before India’s move.

A day after India’s export curb

announcement, Vietnam’s Minis- .

try of Industry and Trade called
on the association to ensure suf-
ficient domestic rice supplies and
food secutity, and asked traders
to balance between exports and
domestic sales to stabilise do-
mestic prices.

Rice shipments from Vietnam in
the first seven months of this year
were estimated to have risen about
18.7 percent from a year earlier
to 4.84 million tons, according to
the government’s preliminaty data.
Reyenue from rice exports in the
period was seenup 29.6 percent at
$2.58 billion. :

On' Friday, the United Arab
Emirates announced it would ban
rice exports and re-exports for
four months, including rice of
Indian origin.

Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. said on Saturday the
country must boost its rice stocks
and that he may seek a supply
deal with India, worried about the

potential impact of El Nino dry
weather on the local harvest and

‘about other suppliers.

The Philippines is Vietnam’s
largest rice buyer.
Vietnam said last month it aims

‘to cut its rice exports to 4 million

tons a year by 2030, down from 74
million tons last year.

Vietnam is the world’s third-
largest rice exporter, after India
and Thailand.

The move is aimed at ‘boosnng
the exports of high-quality rice,
ensuring domestic food security,
protecting the environment and
adapting to climate change,” dc-
cording to the government docu-
ment, dated May 26 and reviewed
by Reuters. !

Rice export revenue wlll fall to
$2.62 billion a year by 2030, down
from $3.45 billion in 2022, the
document said.

“Although Vietnam’s rice farm-

. ingarea is shrinking due to climate

change and some farmers are
switch.ing to growing other crops
and raising shrimp, the strategy ap-
pears to be too aggressive,” a rice
trader based in Ho Chi Minh City
said. - Reuters
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