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BRi-:SIDENT Ferdinand Marchs Hy urged

- lawmakemto approve the ﬁmdmg ofmﬁ'a LR
 structure and agriculture initiatives under -
_ thaBmld Better More programi indludedin

- the Pl'uhppine Development Plan (PDP).

: 'I,‘he Department of Budgetand Manage-
mgnt (DBM) on Wednesday submitted to

- the House of Representatives theproposed

. P5.768-trillion national budget for 2024,

appmved by Marcos.

- “This program, which seeks to conunue '

| and expand the Golden Age of Infrastruc-
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“ture of the coumnf*kwﬂl receive a total of
1148 418 uﬂhcm ‘B:us is equivalent to 5.3
perceﬁt of GDP (gross domestic product),”

the President said.

"“This mdudes the Puth Sector Infra

structure budget of the DoTr (Department
of Transportation) and the DPWH (De-
 partment of Public Works and Highways),

amounting to P176. 4 bllhon and P801.2
billion, respecuvely, headded.
Marcos is hoping for the speedy ap-

proval of the proposed 2024 National

Expenditure Plan (NEP) amounting to
P5.768 trillion, which is equivalent to
21.7 percent of the country’s GDP and

9.5 percent higher than the P5.628 tril-
 lion under the 2023 General Appropria-
tions Act (GAA). .

In a message submitted to Congress, :
Marcos listed the following as prior--
ity initiatives: food and water security,

infrastructure development, affordable
and clean energy, education and skills
development, health and nutrition,

s fe}

Varcos calls for infra, agri projects support

social protection, generation of more
quality jobs and competitive products,
housing, ease of doing business and
bureaucratic efficiency, digitalization
and advanced technologies, the Climate
Agenda, sound fiscal management, and

_open government partnership.

Marcos, who concurrently serves as head
of the Department of Agriculture (DA), is
seeking an additional budget to increase
agricultural production. j
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Marcos calls for mfra, agri pro;ects

“To continue the upward n'a]ectory of agncul—
tural output and meet our PDP goal of increas-
ing the Philippines’ food security index, we will

the Department of Agriculture on rice, corn,

livestock, and hlgh-value crops, among others,”

he said.

The President noted that among the soqal
infrastructure programs and projects laid' down
since he assumed office, “a total of P40.6 bil-
lion has been allotted for the construction or
‘improvement of public school buildings, in-
cluding efforts to make these disaster-resilient,
while P15.3 billion has been allocated for the
construction, repair, and/ or improvement of

pubhc hospltals and health centers nationwide.”
Marcos added that of the current 194 big-ticket

 infrastructure flagship projects of the country,
increase funding for the national programs of

123 were initiated during this admuustranon

- The House of Representatives aims to approve

the proposed budget before its October break:

“We will make sure that every centavo of the
national budget will be spent wisely,” House
Speaker Ferdinand Martin Romualdez said, not-
ing the House would deliberate on the matter “in
a very transparent manner” and would “get the
widest consensus for the spending plan.

Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co, chairman of the
House Committee on Appropriations, said they
will work overtime to meet the internal dead-

lines of the House while ensuring that every

- centavo is allotted precisely where needed.

“By ‘propetly, I mean making sure that

- we look at the Budget of Expenditures

and Sources of Financing with a keen
‘eye,” he said.

Marikina City Second District Rep. Stella
Quimbo; vice chairman of the House ap-
propriations panel, said the budget briefings
will start on Aug. 10, 2023.

Uﬁder the 1987 Constitution, the Presi-
dent shall submit to Congress within 30 days
“from the opening of every regular session,
as the basis of the general appropriations |
bill, a budget of expenditures and sources of

_financing, including receipts from existing
and proposed revenue meastires.” ‘

The 19th Congress opened its second
regular session last July 24,

The Constitution states that all appropria-
tion bills shall originate exclusively in the
House, but that the Senate might propose
or concur with amendments.

The DBM presented a copy of the 2024
NEP to Marcos on July 25, a day after his
second State of the Nation Address. fok

Under the Constitution, the State shall ’
assign the highest budgetary pnonty to
education.”

- The proposed 2024 budget allocates
P924.7 billion to the education sector,
which includes the Department of Educa-
tion, state universities and colleges, the
Commission on Higher Education, the
Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority (Tesda), and other education-
related agencies. I ,

- The allocations for other pnontyfsectors
in the proposed 2024 budget are: P8§22.2
billion for the public works sector; P306.1
billion for the health sector; P259.5 bil-
lion for the interior and local government
sector (excluding education-related agen-
cies); P232.2 billion for the defense sec-
tor; P214.3 billion for the transportation
sector; P209.9 billion for the social welfare
sector; P181.4 billion for the agnculture
sector; P57.8 billion for the ]udlaary, and
P40.5 billion for the labor and employ-
ment sector (excluding Tesda).

Budget Secretary Amenah Pangandaman
said there was, “across all agencies,” a P4.3-
billion confidential fund and a P4.9-billion
intelligence fund under the proposed 2024
budget.

She said that there were gu1delmes from
the Commission on Audit (CoA) on how
to use confidential and intelligence funds.

“There is also a document submitted to
CoA”, she said. ; !

-+ “There's full ATENCY.ARAHTRSA
request for these funds,” she added. .
KRISTINA MARALIT

AND REINA TOLENTINO

DEPT. OF AGRIOULTURE
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BBM to help tobacco farmers

BY CATHERINE S. VAI.ENTE

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on
Wednesday assured the public that his

administration is- fully committed to--

protecting the livelihood of tobacco farmers amid
changes in health policies thataffect theindustry.

Marcos made the commitment
~as he recognized the tobacco
industry as a “vibrant catalyst
for economic growth,” especially
in parts of Northern Luzon and
Mindanao.

.. "For many of our people; it'is
an indispensable bedrock that
generates income, livelihood,
opportunities, and employment,

particularly in areas where its
cultivation spans generations and

‘holds pivotal significance u’i the

way of life of its communities,”
Marcos said in his speech delivered

by ! lNogos Norte Goy. Matthew
‘Marcos Manotec during the first

International Tobacco Agricultural
Summit.
‘It is a significant source of tax

revenues that are used to fund |
government programs, ” he added.

But these past years, the Presi-
dent noted that we had seen

“so much change in our health

policies that affected the tobacco
mausty
“As such, we must seek ways

‘to protect the livelihood of thou-

sands of our tobacco farmers.
Hence, this summit is a good

opportunity to discuss strategies

to innovate the industry in ways

that safeguard the well-being of '

people and the environment,”
Marcos said.

He also urged the Departmgnt
of Agriculture and the National
Tobacco ‘Administration, along
with the academe and the private

sector, “to explore other crops that
- can be grown alongsxde tobacco,
' soit can also contribute to our goal
of food security.”

'Let us embark on a ]oumey
 of ‘continuous exploration and
 engage in profound, future-driven
- discussions that would help bring
tobacco farming and its allied in-
dustries into the future, Marcos
' said.

The President hails from Ilocos
- Norte, which is part of the Ilocos
region, the top producer of to-
\bacco in the country.

* Meanwhile, the National To-

i bacco Administration (NTA) pro-
jected revenue losses from the
illicit tobacco ‘trade this year to
 reach over P30 billion. -

“I think that would be a little
higher than P30 billion; that is

‘the projection for this year,” NTA

Regulation Manager Rohbert Am-
bros told reporters on the sidelines

~of the International Tobacco Ag-

riculture Summit on Wednesday:
“Representatives Jericho “Koko”
Nograles and Joey Salceda expect
annual losses to be about P26 bil-
lion and between P30 billion and
P60 billion, respectively.
~ “We have a coordinating mecha-
nism, especially in the export-
import processing system. All our
Pprocesses are interconnected. The
BIR [Bureau of Internal Revenue],

* Customs, and the NTA are part of

the trade net portal,” Ambros said.
With Nifia Myka Pauline Arceo
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[mprison smugglers,
economic saboteurs

ECONOMIC sabotage means destnzKing the country’s economy

editorial

03 AUG 2023

through illegal activities, like what the smugglers and hoarders

of agricultural products have been doing, Economic sabotage
is a serious crime because it cripples the economy and intensifies the
problem of poverty.

Sugar smuggling, for example, not only deprives the government of rev-
enues but it also adversely affects domestic sugar prices, to the detriment of
our sugar producers. Hoarders of onion, on the other hand, create artificial
scarcity in supply, which leads to price increases. The retail price of red onions
in Metro Manila on New Year’s Eve made unpleasant headlines when it hit
P700 per kilo. It was easily the inflation leader in 2022, and made Philippine
onions the most expensive onion on Earth. At that time, onion pricesin Singa-
pore was around P85 per kilo; P55 in Vietnam; and P35 in China and in India.

Responding to the call of President Marcos for Congress to pass amend-
ments to the Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act, Quezon 4th District Rep. Keith
Micah Tan last Tuesday filed a bill declaring “large-scale” agricultural smug-
gling, hoarding, cartelization, profiteering, and other acts of market abuse
as economic sabotage. He said House Bill 8600 seeks to amend Republic Act
10845, or the Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act of 2016, (Read, “House bill
declares ‘large-scale’ crop smuggling as act of economic sabotage,” in the
BUSINESSMIRROR, July 26, 2023). )

“RA 10845 was signed into law with the Primary objective of protecting
Filipino farmers and their families from the rise in agricultural smuggling in
the country. Since the law’s passage in 2016, however, even if there have been
several reports of seizure of smuggled products, there have been no prosecu-
tion of individuals, groups, or corporations. It appears that some people have
mastered how to circumvent the law in order not to be punished,” he said.

“The present condition of our farmers and the rising price of agricultural
products because of their scarcity reflect the failure of national government
agencies to fully implement the law,” Tan said, adding that “RA 10845 po-
tential tofinally end illegal activities that sabotage the country’seconomyand
the livelihood of farmers had tiot been fully utilized over the years.”

Tan said the Economist’s 2021 Global Food Security Index (GFSI) reveals
that the Philippines ranked 64th out of 113 countries in terms of four dimen-
sions of food security: food availability, food accessibility, food utilization,
and stability. : ' :

Based on the records of the Bureau of Customs, he said a total of P1.2 bil-
lion worth of smuggled agricultural products have been confiscated in 2022.
“The government islosing millions of révenues as aresult of smuggling, which
is estimated at P250 million per year,” the lawmaker said. ;

Tan said it is high time to introduce amendments to the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Act of 2016 in order to address and hopefully end not only smug-
gling, but also the issues of hoarding, profiteering, and cartelization of agri-
cultural products,

The proposed legislation will consider as economic sabotage the hoarding,
profiteering, and cartel of sugar, corn, pork, poultry, garlic, onion, carrots,
fish, and cruciferous vegetables in the amount of P1 million, and rice in the
amount of P10 million. To strengthen the enforcement and implementation
of the law, an Inter-Agency Council on Economic Intelligence will be created
under the proposed measure. ' g

This will be co-chaired by the Department of Agriculture, the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry, and the Bureau of Customs, and will include the
Department of Justice, National Bureau of Investigation, Department of the
Interiorand Local Government, the Philippine National Police, the Philippine
Competition Commission, National Security Council, and the National Intel-
ligence Coordinating Agency. %

The bill said the penalty of life imprisonment and a fine of twice the fair
value of smuggled agricultural products or products subject tohoarding, profi-
teering, or cartels, and the aggregate amount of the taxes, duties, and other
charges avoided, shall be imposed on any person who commits any of the acts
enumerated under the proposal. : ;

Smugglersand economicsaboteurs make the whole countrysuffer. It'sabout
timefor the government toputitsfootdown. Let's putallsmugglersand hoard-
ers of agricultural products behind bars for life. Lot’s getrid of thesedeplorable . ~F
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By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
Y@sam_medenilla

HE national government 1S
' allocating some P40 billion
- under its proposed 2024 budget
to boost the country’s rice productlon

In his message for the 2024
National Expenditure Program
(NEP), President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. said the bulk, or P30.9
billion, of the amount will go'to
the National Rice Program (NRP).

Theimplementation of the NRP
is expected to help the country

achieve food self-sufficiency and -

make rice more affordable. ;
Another P10 billion will be

| M e el S e

' '.‘é_

t

allocated for the Rice Competi-
tiveness Enhancement Fund
(RCEF), which will be used for
seed development, propagation,
and promotion; rice credit as-
sistance; and the acquisition of
agricultural equipment.

The government is also setting
aside P9 billion for the procure-
ment of 473,684 metric tons of

palay from farmers for the buffer

AFARMER in Central luzon plants rice in this BusinessMirror file photo.

stocking program of the National
Food Authority (NFA).

As part of government efforts
to help farmers and fishermen
cope with theimpact of natural ca-
lamities, abudget of P4.5 billion is

-being proposed for the Philippine
Crop Insurance Corp.

Toensure food security, Marcos
saidthe governmentis earmarking
around P20 billion for programs
aimedatincreasing the production
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By CATHERINE TALAVERA

A spike in pnces of rice and veg-
etables following typhoons and the
southwest monsoon has pushed the

artment of Trade and Industry
) to implement a nce fzeeze m
certam areas of Luzon
. Local rice prices,
expected to rise in
as the supply of local palay con%ués
to decrease.
Bulacan traders at

ever, are

usiness Park yesterday s
current palay prices are P28-P29
per kilo, compared to P20 per kilo
in March.

The wholesale price of vegetables
in the Nueva Vizcaya trading post
has already doubled, particularly for
tomatoes, carrots, potatoes and cab-
bage, Agricultural Terminal general
manager Gilbert Cumila said in a
-radio interview.

Price freeze on basic necessities
is being implemented in more areas

in the Central Luzon region which .

declared a state of calamity due to
'thyphoon Egay, Typhoon Falcon and
nhanced southwest monsoon,
according to the DTL '
Mountain Province, llocos Norte,
Hocos Sur, Cavite, Dagupan City in
Pangasinan, Sanchez Mira in Ca-
gayan and Sablayan in Occidental

t few days ?-

e Intemty, N
g-ld’hsmal Estate and Golden City «

- s } Ond: -, ' .
o gtthgje?;ithe next (ga 5. : >

Mindoro have earlier implemented
a price freeze.
Pampanga, Bulacan, Bataan, Zara-
gosa in Nueva Ecija and Camiling
and Paniqui in Tarlac have also
implemented a 60-day I:pnce freeze
after declaring a state of calamity.
]un Cid, a palay classifier, told The
] uphusked nce is pn ed at
min-

by 28 o
the. v?-prﬁdumigt;rbm

H-’

*-'a'«_g;mﬁa

Roderico Sulit, another rice trader,

- said he did not expect sugar prices

to rise.

The retail price of commercial rice
might rise to P55 per kilo, accord-
ing to Federation of Free Farmers
national manager Raul Montemayor.

Montemayor noted that prices -

might continue to rise in September
as traders and millers fight over
limited stocks while the price of
imported products increases and
supplies dwindle.

“The spike in the retail prices of.

‘rice will go on since (President Mar-
cos), despite being the secretary of
the Department of Agriculture (DA),
did not act to control the prices (of
rice),” Bantay Bigas spokesperson
Cathy Estavillo said in a text message

to The STAR.

For her part, Agriculture Under-
secretary for Policy, Planning, and
Regulations Mercedita Sombilla*
Eave assurance that the country still

s 39 days of rice stocks despite the
agnculture damage caused by the

typhoons. » o Pascual said earlier.

" Based d toﬁngof the D@?ﬁ:. . “We als ivated our monitor-
Wednesda retell»‘»pn Lof lo aI;_t-ir;g team§ 5’6161{19% tablishments

regular 1 1S  are co 'lymgmthgx fa ﬁeeze

ional and
e affected

ordination with our Re
Provincial Offices within

_areas to monitor the situation of

s reached as hig*n as‘P48 'er k:lo,

imported premium rice at P52 per .

kilo and imported special rice at P58
per kilo.

Based on monitoring of the DA
in Metro Manila markets, the retail
prices of carrots and Baguio beans
reached as high as P200 per kilo;
pechay tagalog and potatoes at P180
- per kilo; ampalaya at P170 per kilo;
tomatoes and cabbage at P160 per
kllo, eggglant pechay Baguio and

150 per kilo; squash at P60
per 0; chayote at P75 per kilo and
chili at P300 per kilo.

At least P235.6 million worth
of high-value crops covering 1,874
hectares were damaged due to the
flooding brought by the typhoons
and southwest monsoon.

“We are currently in close co-

our kababayans and to ensure the
stability of prices and availability
of supply of products under our ju-
risdiction,” Tgade Secretary‘Alﬁedo

do—

Re ul ﬁ'c ActNo. 7581“'01' the Price
Act penahzes businesses that will
violate the price freeze.

Areas that declare a state of calam-

will automatically freeze the price
0 basic necessities at their prevailing
prices for 60 days.

Pascual urged consumers to avoid
panic bu lymg and report to the DTI
issues related to overpricing, hoard-
ing and other unfair and urqust sales
practices.

Minimal Impact

The recent typhoons'that hit
the country will haveé minimal im-
pact on inflation and the national
economiy, according to the Natior

Economicand Development Author- .

ity (NEDA).

“I think the damage is not that,

ion sector would not be ‘as

substantial. And so, I do think that
the impact on the overall national
economy is not serious at this point,”
NEDA ecretary Arsenio Balisacan
said in an interview with ANC yes-

terday.

‘While the datq on the impact of

. the typhoon is still incomplete as
itor- '--—the southwest monsoon continues

ring significant rainfall, Bahg,acan
hopes the effect on the agriculture

p,remo eplsodes of monsoo
ﬁ:;.m e ofbasm*_‘
modities like rice, we have adequate

stocks Ithmkthatalot of the imports
came in the first half of the year and
that I think allows us to have that
buffer,” he said.

Meanwhile, headline inflation
eased for the fifth straight month to
5.4 percent in June from 6.1 percent
in May, primarily due to the slower
increases in food prices.

This brought the average inflation
rate to 7.2 gercent in the anuary: to

June aE
sacannoted the government s
still expecting to hit the six to seven
t%ircem economic growth target for
s
pine Statistics Authority
1§ scheduleg to release second-quar-
gross domestic product data on
10 —With Ramon Efren Lazaro,
l§a Canaso, L0 1 Demdeno
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DA hlkes budget for urban farmlng

By DANESSA RIVERA

The Department of Agriculture
{DA) is scaling up its urban agricul-
ture program with a higher budget
and “more partnerships to aid in
achieving food security.

The DA is increasing its budget
for its National Urban and Peri-Ur-
ban Agriculture Program (NUPAP)
next year while forging more part-
. nerships to push for urban farming,
DA program director Gerald Glenn
Panganiban said during the launch
- of its partnership with Nestlé yes-
terday.

From P376 million this year, the.

DA sought to increase this to a]most
P500 million next year.

“Itis only this year that we started
to have a budget support. Previous-
~ ly, we only get contributions from
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI)

for training, abit of budget from the

Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI)... But
as a national program, the budget
this year is still small conmdenng
its importance,” he said. {

from growing and selling the1r‘

The propesed NUPAP budget| .

will be:spread out to all regions and|
will focus on production support,
such as provision of seeds, equip-
ment and facilities, as well as train-
ing and information dissemination:|

To sustain the program, the DA/
also forges partnerships with the
private sector.

“We were running the prograrm
for two years without a budget.
We cannot do this alone...we needl
partnerships with the private sector
to make it sustainable,” Pangam“ban'
said.

As an example, the DA- throughl

- t

- growing vegetables in the home, or
. under-utilized areas of communi-

Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) - has
partnered with Nestlé Philippines

through the MAGGI Sarap Sustan-

sya Advecacy to advance efforts to

‘promote urban agriculture in Fili=co:

pino communities to achieve food

self-sufficiency, improving their.

access to and consumption of more
plant-based food. =

Under the three-year partner—
ship, the DA and Nestlé established

. a MAGGI Sarap Sustansya Garden

to the BPI center of excellence in
Los Bafios to serve as a demo farm
and leammg facility to share best
practlces in vegetable production.

This aims to help entrepreneurial
individuals and communities who
are interested in generating income

produce.
The MAGGI Sarap Sustansya

garden will also be replicated in

other satellite offices of the DA-BPI
nationwide.
“We have five national research

‘and development centers: We start-

ed in BPI Los Bafios...Then we will
have in the other four national cen-
ters in Baguio, Davao, Negros and
Guimaras,” BPI assistant director
Herminigilda Gabertan said.
She said these demo farms would
help empower communities to have
access to safe and nutritious food,

_grow their own food and gain liveli-
. hood by selling crops.

- The partnership will also‘enable
BPI and MAGGI to jointly con-
duct skills-building activities that
demonstrate sustainable ways of

ties, schools and other urban spaces,

while enriching families’ abilities

to create nutritious, delicious and

balanced meals using their.own
_:homegrown produce.

- MAGGI will be responable for
creatmg programs to engage with
communities, which include on-
ground and online workshops
featuring expert agriculturists from
BPI who will teach science-based
methods of vegetable crop produc-
tion in limited spaces.

Meanwhile, the MAGGI culi- .
nary team will coach participants
on how to use their vegetable har-
vest in making Sarap Sustansya
dishés that are delicious, nutri-
tious, budget-friendly, and guided
by the Pinggang Pinoy food plate
model.

Under the agreement, MAGGI
will produce and distribute learning
materials on vegetable production
and affordable plant-based recipes,
as well as starter kits that contain
planting essentials such as seed
trays or basic implements; along
with compost and various vegetable
seeds produced by BPL

“Nestlé Philippines believes in a
collaborative approach to building
communities, and we are proud to
stand alongside the Department
of Agriculture in inspiring a farm-

- to-fork movement among Filipino

families and communities,” Nestlé
Philippines corporate affairs head
Joey Uy said.

“We beheve that food security
is key to the health of all, and that
there’s no better way to build a
strong nation than by ensuring that
healthy food is accessible to every-
one,” he said.
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- Full- tzmeagmcu’ f‘iu'e
secretary needed Pee

By CECILLE su,ERTE‘Fsups | &

The Philippines needs a fuII-tlme
agriculture secretarly after India
recently announced plans to halt ex-
ports of non-basmatirice to the global
market, according to Sen. Grace Poe.

Premdentl\%cos has held the ag-
riculture portfolio since taking ofﬁ'c{e
in June 2022 as part of his commit-
ment to prioritize the sector.

“May we suggest he appoint.a.
full-time agriculture sec 2A
farmer—m-cﬁlef perhaps?” Poe sald

in her privilege speech on Tuesday. -

- “We were promised P20 per kilo
of rice durin, (Mamos ptemdeﬂhal)

péﬁghl »E” ne will not

overtake us W1thout a pmpe.r plan,”
she added.
Poe noted that the Phili has

('D

st is now P36 i

iIJ;'tdp]Z'rtedmOﬁmeh:lctonso rice from
“butthis does notexclude us from

 the collateral impact of their decision.”
“Non-basmati rice accounts for

roughly 81.2 percent of India’s total -

rice exports. This is the category
subject to their ban. This means that,

in one fell swoop, India has created .

a 17.86 million metric ton shortage
ﬂflobal rice market. Those W
that ga can
lamed

a premium,” s
Poe said that ietnam, which

supplies more than 90 percent of the

ycharge,

country’s rice imports, increased its

pnce to $600 per metric ton,

* “Wesho
disaster—prooﬁng our rice fields. We
need to adopt variants that can survive
the drier days to come. El Nifio, after
all, is just around the corner. We also
need an outpouring of support for
our farmers in technology and funds

be climate-proofing and.

.fhatmlll entify and

orvalue cham mﬁEgrauom" she added.'
Poe hopes the Department of Agri
culture (%pes proposed 2024 budget
“will not only get blgger butbe spent
faster on the "‘whmh our rice
farmers need to su ‘
In tlie latest Sociall Weather Sta-
tions survey, three out of every 10,

Filipinos are “food poor” or unable

to buy enough food, according to Poe.
_The Phili is only 81.5 b

riceself taccording to the Phil-
lppme Stahstlcs Auihorlty ahe added.
N, Ai ‘;‘ '::v) . i
: while, more pu“bhc ofﬁcxals
should be c = for the suspected
iti e procurement.
onions sold a wg stores, ace %
ing to farmers’ groups. -+

!
“We are not privy to the de .
of the deal mvolfv’mg Food Tem’ﬁ?-ﬁ
Inc. (FTI) and Bonena Cooperatlve
We just hope that the mvestlatxon
will lead to those - ‘truly culpak
charged accordingly... We are 10
ing forward to otlEarmves tigati

government that are in cahoot
smugglers, hoarders andp )
Sama.ﬁang Industnyang g
executive director Jayson Gj
said on Wednesday. b
“The investigation of offici
volved in smuggling of agi 1
should cover not only the
also the Customs, the National B

reau of Investigation and the Bank
the Philippine Islands. It should: ot
‘stop wn:lf the suspension of offici
es should be filed against those

involved and necessary penalties
should be imposed,” said Bantay

Blgas spokesperson Cathy Estavillo..

*  —With Bella Cariaso
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What will the Secretary of Agriculture, who is also
President of a people groaning about inflation, do?
ria ) Overlapping ;
The provincial government of Cavite and the
local government of Bacoor are fighting over two
separate reclamation projects. The fighting mightnot
have been necessary lfad the Philippine Reclamation
Authority (PRA) been more diligent in the discharge
of its duties. : -
“Itturns out the PRA awarded separate reclamation

Date: RAUL- 03,
#s
M nesT. OF AGRICULTURE
e i BB TRE
. ALEXMAGNO
e B e L N LU
oy "s,z“,:i i“'r ._‘ g B U, VIS
i B e B
e are inabit ofa-q‘lﬁﬁd :
' Ty OVer out rice supply. -
~ On one hand, our |

buffer stoclé%i;:ff.'thﬁ%taple crop |-
is thinning. We now have less
of the buffer standing policy re-
quires us to have. That puts us in
peril of shortages should extreme
weather take its toll on domestic

rice production: . - i

On the other harid, goverrn
policy regime is prohibited from ir
our buffer stock. Importation is's
private traders. The National
whoseroleitis to look afte

Il e SR

15 cheaper than the prevailing domestic rice price
regime. The NFA profited hugely from importz

< The proft made from bying che

‘much higher prices tom costof domestically .
produced rice went to su g palay procurement,

milling, warehousing and distributing rice stock. But
that has not always been the case, of course. Issuance
of permits to import rice was always politicized.

Liberalization of rice importation is supposed
to cure this. It is also supposed to cure the problem
of delayed bureaucratic responses to looming rice
shortages, In theory, private importers are supposed
to read market signals more accurately and import
more promptly.

Over-importation will drive prices down — a dis-
incentive for greedy traders. It will also impoverish
our farmers, leading to reluctance to plant the staple
crop. Market forces are supposed to work perfectly,
moderating the greed of traders while incentivizing
our rice farmers. But market forces do not always
work perfectly — or at least in a timely manner.

Right now, it seems there is not enough profit to
be made for our traders to import rice. There has not
been enough domestic production for the NFA to
procure for the buffer stocks.

To compound things, some m.‘:{:}r rice exporting
countries have restricted sale of the commaodity to
protect their Jocal supplies in a climate of uncertainty.

- Even if we had the money to procure the rice we need,
the commodity might not be for sale in the countries
we usually import from. ' 1

And so we are hemmed in. The NFA cannot directly
import even as some of our best rice lands are flooded.
The private sector is hesitant to import a commodity
with low profit margins. ;

~ The only way we can break out of this:bind is to
* allow rice prices to rise. Thiswill, however, fuel infla-
tion and inflict great political costs to government..

projects within Bacoor Bay that overlapped.

The first project is an 844-hectare reclamation proj-
ectsigned with the Cavite provincial government and
Cavitex Holdings, Inc. on Dec. 18, 2012. This award is
based on a 1994joint venture agreement that subsists.

The second project was awarded by the PRA in
2016 to the city government of Bacoor involving a
944-hectare reclamation project. Bacoor is undertak-
ing the project in a joint venture with Frabelle Fishing
Corp. and Diamond Export Corp. :

The boundaries of the two projects overlap. In
response, Cavite Governor Juanito Victor C. Remulla
and Cavitex Holdings CEO Leonides J. Virata filed
a complaint against PRA chairman Alberto C. Agra
and general manager Janilo A. Rubiato for violation
of the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act. The
complainants allege that the two top PRA officers did
not only “commitgrave misconduct but also showed
manifest partiality, evident bad faith and inexcusable
negligence in giving premature and unwarranted
benefits, advantage and preference to the other rec-
lamation project.” ¥

Both of the respondents are lawyers. Agra was for-
mer solicitor general, government corporate counsel
and secretary of justice. Rubiato belonged to a law -
firm based in Davao City where Deputy Ombudsman
Warren Rex Lion was a partner. Lion was suspended
some months ago in connection with another case
lodged at the Office of the Ombudsman.

Recently, the ombudsman ruled that both Agra
and Rubiato were administratively liable for grave
misconduct. As a consequence, both officials were sus-
pended for a year without pay or fined the equivalent
of six months’ worth of salary should the suspension
not be enforced due to their separation from service.

The suspension order is without prejudice to the
filing of criminal cases against the two for violation
of the anti-graft Jaw. _ £ ol

With the two senior officials of the PRA ordered
suspended, the fate of the two competing — and
overlapping - reclamation projects is uncertain. If
the two suspended officials are eventually replaced,
the PRA will still have to sort out the mess cre-
ated by the approval of reclamation projects that

- overlapped.

Both projects were supposed to bring huge eco-
nomic benefits for the province of Cavite and the city
of Bacoor. By their nature, such projects are capital-in-
tensive and require a large amount of financing. Even
if work on the two projects are suspended because of
the legal issues surrounding the sloppy decisions of -
the PRA, financing costs will continue to run. .

The two hi‘ih-impact' projects are now on hold,
causing so much economic opportunities to be missed.

e N * :
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EGAY' IIEATH Tllll. I}I.IMBS Tll 27 52 INJIIHEI]

By Frances Mangosing
and Jordeene B. Lagare
@Team_Inquirer

Deaths from Typhoon “Egay”
(international name: Doksu-
ri) have reached 27, the Na-
tional Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Council
(NDRRMC) said on Wednesday.

Of these, only two have
been confirmed—one each
from Calabarzon and Western
‘Visayas. The other 25 fatalities
recorded from the regions of
Cordillera, Ilocos, Calabarzon,
Western Visayas and Davao
were still being validated.

- Fifty-two people sustained
injuries, while 13 individu-
als—eight in Cordillera, four in
Cagayan Valley and one in Ilo-
cos—were still missing.

The typhoon has affected

around 2.8 million individuals or
765,024 families in 13 regions. Of
these, 57,740 persons are taking
shelter in 677 evacuation centers.

A total of 50,371 houses
were damaged, with 1,876 total-
ly destroyed, the NDRRMC said.

As of Wednesday, 595 ar-
eas remained flooded as rains
continued due to the southwest
Monsoon. ‘

Damage to  infrastructure
was pegged at P3.5 billion,
while agriculture losses were at
P1.9 billion.

The government has so far
provided P187 million worth of

“aid.

The agriculture sector con-
tinues to take a hit from Egay,
with the aggregate amount of
losses exceeding the P3-billion
threshold, yet it made a min-
imal dent in the country’s rice

and corn production.

In its latest bulletin issued
on Wednesday, the Department
of Agriculture  (DA) reported
that agricultural losses brought

about by the typhoon hit P3.17.

billion from P2.89 billion re-
corded a day ago.

It affected 146,260 farm-
ers and fishers with the total
volume of production loss es-
timated at 106,453 metric tons
spanning 170,843 hectares of

agricultural areas.

The latest tally eclipsed the
P13 billion in damage caused by
the confluence of low pressure
area, Intertropical Convergence

Zone, shear line and the northeast

monsoon (amihan) early this year.

“Damage and losses in rice
amounted to P1.34 billion with
affected area at 98,887 ha and
volume of production loss at

38,917 MT or 0.20 percent of the
total annual production target
volume for rice at 19.76 million
MT,” the DA said.

“While for corn, damage and
losses amounted to P1.03 billion
with affected area at 70,003 ha
and volume of production loss
at 55,513 MT or o0.60 percent
of the total annual production
target volume for corn at 9.30
million MT. ‘

Aside from rice and corn,
other affected commodi-
ties such as high-value crops
(P244.51 million), livestock and
poultry (P34.27 million) and
fisheries (P175.39 million).

Agricultural and fishery infra-
structures and facilities, as well
as fishing paraphernalia totaling
P35174 million, were likewise

damaged, but the figures have yet
to be eonfirmed. ma 2
Page of
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By Melvin Gascon
@melvingasconNQ

Despite claims that the coun-
try’s balance in the supply
and demand of rice remains
“sound,” Sen. Grace Poe on
Wednesday urged the govern-
ment to take steps to ease price
pressures because of India’s de-
cision to ban the export of rice.

The senator made the call
after Undersecretary Mercedita
Sombilla’ of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) assured consum-
ers on Tuesday that the country’s
supply situation remained sound.

Sombilla said the DA was
closely monitoring develop-
ments in the prices of fertilizer
and fuel, the Black Sea grains
initiative and India’s rice export

ban, but fertilizer and fuel prices
were the most worrisome.

She said farmers should take
the opportunity to boost produc-
tion because of developments in
the global food situation.

But Poe, chair of the Senate

committee on economic affairs,

said the Philippines should nat
feel immune from the possible
collateral impact of India’s rice
export ban even with limited Phil-
ippine: dependence on Indian rice.

“The decline in global sup-
ply from the biggest rice ‘ex-
porter is expected to cause a
spike in global rice prices be-
cause of speculation,” she said.

She cited how Vietnam,
which supplies more than go
percent of the Philippines’ rice
imports, has already increased

its price to $600 per metric tons
from the previous $500 per MT.

“We (in government) have
an obligation to feed 113 million
Filipinos, especially the 3.4 mil-

_ lion youth who rely on the gov-

ernment’s feeding. program,”
said Poe.

Demand will continue

The senator said demand
for rice will continue among Fil-
ipinos, who consume an aver-
age of 118.81 kilograms, or more
than two sacks of rice each year,
mainly because of their “unlim-
ited rice” mentality.

“The reasons for such high
import dependence are too many
to discuss here. Simply put, our
agriculture sector is not blessed
with either good geography or

Page of

good governance,” Poe said.

Poe said that in 2022, the Phil-
ippines imported 3.79 million MT
of rice, with 3.16 million MT com-
ing from Vietnam. The next larg-
est trade partners were Myan-
mar, Pakistan, Thailand and India.

Citing data from the Phil-
ippine Statistics Authority, Poe
said the Philippines is only 81.5
percentrice self-sufficient, which
would mean that the rest of the
requirement is-being imported.

“This means that in one
fell swoop, India has created a
17.86 million MT shortage in the
global rice market. Those who
will fill that gap can certainly
charge a premium,” she said.

Poe said she looks forward
to scrutinizing the 2024 budget
that the DA will propose. g
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$5.768-T budget

for 2024 proposed

P9.2 B earmarked-for confidential, intelligence funds

By ELLSON QUISMORIO and ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

he Marcos administration is
proposing a $5.768-trillion
National Expenditure:
Program (NEP) for 2024,
P9.2 billion of which is allocated to
confidential and intelligence funds.

This was bared by Budget
Secretary Amenah Pangandaman on
Wednesday, Aug. 2, following her
submission of the NEP to the House of
Representatives in Batasan Complex,
Quezon City.

President Marcos, in his bud-
get message, expressed hopes that
Congress will approve the pro-
posed 2024 national budget, > ‘I'
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$5.768-T budget for 2024 proposed 1«

. saying its approval would bring the
Philippines one step closer to achiev-
ing the government's transformative
vision for the country.

The President said his admin-
istration will continue working
closely with the private sector and
other branches of government for
the vital pieces of legislation that are
needed along the way. :

“With the Congress’ approval
of the proposed FY 2024 national
budget, we will be one step closer
to achieving our transformative vi-

~ sion for the country, the Agenda of
Prosperity,” he stated. “Our journey
has just begun. We will march on—
one nation, one people building a
better future together.”

“The dawn of a new Philippines—
ang Bagong Pilipinas—has arrived,”
he added.

President Marcos said the

~ proposed 2024 budget is vital to
the Philippine Development Plan
(PDP) 2023-2028, which aims to
strengthen the capabilities, protect
the Filipinos' purchasing power, and
enhance production sectors to gener-
ate more quality jobs and competitive
products. . ¢

“These strategies are to be sup-
ported by an enabling environment
characterized by macroeconomic
stability, infrastructure develop-
ment, bureaucratic efficiency, strong
rule of law, and effective climate ac-
tion,” he said. :

Expense Class

Marcos said maintenance and
other operating expenses (MOOE)
take the most significant bulk of the
budget at 37.4 percent or $2.156 tril-

-lion. These expenses support:
®Regular operating requirements
of government agencies
®Implementation of government
programs and services

®Subsidies to GOCCs

® Allocation to local government
units (LGUs) :

The administration's priority pro-
grams in education and social welfare
are covered in the said amount.

Personnel Services (PS) was given
P1.695 trillion. This will be used for
the salaries, benefits, pensions, al-

lowances, and other compensation of

government officials and employees.
The said amount likewise covers the
wages of healthcare workers and the
pension of retired military and uni-
formed personnel.
The administration allocated
P1.264 trillion to capital outlays (COs),
- which cover major road and transport
programs, and Marcos’ Build Better
More infrastructure program.

Meanwhile, financial expenses
constitute the smallest share of the
FY 2024 NEP at P670.5 billion. This
is for supervision/trusteeship fees,
interest expenses, guarantee fees,
bank charges, commitment fees,
and other financial charges incurred
by the government for ownership or
rent of an asset or property.

Sector

President Marcos said the social
services sector got the largest allo-
cation in the proposed 2024 budget,
with $2.183 trillion or 37.9 percent
of the NEP. This sector comprises
health, education, culture, man-
power development, social security,
welfare, and employment, among
others.

The social services sector got
an increase of $178.7 billion, or 8.9
percent, compared to its allocation
in the 2023 GAA.

The economic services covering |
communications, roads, transport,
agriculture, agrarian reform, and
trade and industry got the sec-
ond-largest budget share with 29.6
percent of the NEP with £1.709
trillion.

General public services will re-
ceive £893.3 billion. This will fund
expenses for general administration,
public order and safety, and other
governance and regulatory services.

To address the debt burden,
Marcos said 699.2 billion was al-
located for interest payments on the
national government's domestic and
foreign debt amounting to 2670.5
billion, and net lending was ear-
marked at 28.7 billion.

Meanwhile, the Defense Sector
got P282.7 billion, registering an
increase of 21.6 percent from 2023.
This will support the land, air, and
naval forces' defense programs and
the United Nations Peacekeeping
Mission, among others, to ensure
domestic security.

Recipient Unit

National government agencies
(NGAs) will continue to receive the
largest share in the proposed budget
with £3.866 trillion or 67 percent of
the total expenditure program.

“The amount will provide funding
for operations and implementation
of key programs and projects of de-
partments and agencies,” President
Marcos said.

LGUs will be allotted $1.008 tril-
lion, and the biggest bulk of this
allocation will fund the National Tax
Allotment (NTA), which will receive
P871.4 billion. ¥

The allocation of LGUs
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also includes #80.6 billion for the
Bangsamoro Autonamous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM).
Meanwhile, #1 billion was ear-
marked for the Marawi Siege Victims
‘Compensation Program, which will
allow the Marawi Compensation
Board to provide tax-free compen-

sations and/or reparations to all

qualified claimants whose properties
and possessions were damaged due to
the 2017 Marawi Siege.

Government-owned and -con-
trolled corporations (GOCCs) will
receive #222.5 billion to finance
priority programs and projects, such
as the National Health Insurance
Program, irrigation, housing, elec-
trification, and rice buffer stocking.

Lastly, creditors have an allo-
cation of B670.5 to cover interest
payments on the government's do-
mestic and foreign debt.

Confidential,

intelligence funds
. Meanwhile, Pangandaman said
the total allocation for confidential
and intelligence funds across all
agencies under the latest spending
plan is 4.3 billion and P4.9 billion,
respectively.

“I think the amount is the same
as the 2023 level, almost the same,”
Pangandaman said in a press briefing
after the ceremonial turnover of the
NEP—the precursor of the national
budget.

Asked for a breakdown of the
amounts, Pangandaman-said the
Office of the President sought P4.5
billion worth of confidential and
intelligence funds.

She said the Office of the Vice
President was allotted 500 million,
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while the Department of Education
(DepEd) was allocated 150 million.
Vice President Sara Duterte is DepEd
secretary in concurrent capacity.

The Department of National
Defense (DND) will get #1.7 billion
in confidential and intelligence
funds based on the 2024 NEP,
Pangandaman added.

Atany rate, the DBM chief assured
the public that there's “full transpar-
ency” when it comes to the actual use
of such funds.

“Mayroon naman pong guidelines
yan from COA (Commission on Audit)
on how to use the funds. Hindi naman
ho siya budget na parang, pagkab-
igay, they can actually disburse it and
use it. Mayroon din pong dokumento
na sina-submit sa COA (There are
guidelines from COA on how to use
the funds. It's not like a budget that
they can actually disburse and use

upon receiving it. There's adocument ,

that is submitted to COA).

“There's full transparency po in
terms of the request for these funds,”
she said.

Meanwhile, Marcos said Expense -

Class, Sector, and Recipient Unit
classify the proposed 2024 NEP.

Budget to boost
agriculture sector

House Speaker Martin Romualdez
said the proposed P5.768-trillion
budget is tailor-made to boost the
production of the local agriculture
sector, among other things.

“The national budget will pro-
vide increased allocations for the
Department of Agriculture’s (DA)
banner programs to boost the produc-
tion of prime commodities such as
rice, corn and high-value crops, and
fisheries among others,” Romualdez.
Leyte's 1st District representa-
tive, said in a statement. “Higher

investments will also be provided for -
the construction of more fish ports
and farm-to-market roads all over
the country.”- :

- Abriefer on the 2024 NEP showed
that ensuring food security has been
identified as a “spending priority”
under the proposed budget.

Under the latest NEP, £31.2 billion
was allocated for irrigation services,
$£30.9 billion for the National Rice
Program, $10 billion for the Rice
Competitiveness Enhancement Fund
(RCEF), and P9 billion for the Buffer
Stocking Program—all crucial items
in rice production. _

In all, agriculture agencies—in-
cluding the Department of Agriculture
(DA), it's attached corporations, and
the Department of Agrarian Reform
(DAR)—will get P181.4 billion next
year. .

In comparison, the 2023 General
Appropriations Act (GAA) that pro-
vides an allocation of #173.6 billion
to these agencies. .

Targeted spending needed

House Deputy Speaker and

- Batangas 6th District Rep. Ralph
Recto, in a separate statement, said
pagkain or food is one of the “ele-
phants in the room” in the upcoming -
House scrutiny of the NEP.

“Pagkain now takes centerstage.
We may view the budget from various
standard prisms,” Recto said. :

“Pero ang pananaw ng ordinary-
ong mamamayan ay ganito: Ang
perang mula sa kaban ng bayan ba .
ay magpupuno ng mga kalderong
nauubusan ng laman? (But the or-
dinary people's view is this: Will
money from public coffers fill up the
empty food pots?) “While agriculture
spending must be boosted, it must
be targeted well, with expenditures
linked to productivity outcomes.”
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PH primed as manufacturing hub
of heated tobacco products

nlm ISP

THE expected decline in demand
for conventional tobacco products
and the corresponding shift to
heated tobacco products (HTPs)
ptesent an opportunity for the
Philippines to specialize and be
globally-competitive in this emerg-

ing segment, according to Trade -

Undersecretary Ceferino Rodolfo.

With that, the National Tobacco
Administraton (NTA) will seek
higher floor prices of unprocessed
tobacco leaves to boost the income
of farmers.

In his presentation at the In-
ternational Tobacco Summit in
Taguig City yesterday, Trade Un-
dersecretary Ceferino Rodolfo said
through free trade agreements, the
Philippines can serve as a2 manu-
facturing hub to supply HTPs to
key markets.

- According to Rodolfo, multi-
national companies are actively

See PH> Page A2

exploring the opportunity to
manufacture HTPs in the Phil-
ippines.

He cited a Euromonitor re-
port which said Philip Morris
Fortune Tobacco Corp. plans
to invest P 9 billion in a state-
of-the-art facility in Tanauan,
Batangas that will produce HTPs
for its IQOS devices.

‘Rodolfo also cited other po-
tential leads from Japan Tobacco
International, British American
Tobacco, China . Tobacco (man-
ufacturer of the MOK HTP
brands), and manufacturers of
locally-distributed HTP brands
such as Bohem Cigar, Esse and
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Top export markets

PH tobacco

Export value in USD Millions

PH
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Rodolo said the Philippines is
now a global player when it comes
to conventional tobacco products.

“Given single-digit growth
of global demand for tobacco
products and foreseen reduction
in the local demand for the con-
ventional cigarettes, HTPs pres-
ent a viable market opportunity,”
Rodolfo said.

Citing Euromonitor figures,
Rodolfo said volume of sales of
traditional cigarettes will decline
to 39 billion sticks in 2027 from
47.61 billion in 2022.

Sales volumes of HTPs are
seen to grow exponentially to 4.06

billion in 2027 from 664.7 million
in 2022. , :

Rodolfo sees the potential to

“export HTPs in Asean, Australia,
New Zealand, Japan, Korea and
Hong Kong at zero duty.

On the sidelines of the summit,
Belinda Sarmiento-Sanchez, NTA
administrator and chief executive
officer, told reportersa tripartite
meeting is scheduled before the
end of the year to set floor prices
of tobacco for trading years 2024
and 2025.

Sanchez said the NTA “will try
to haggle” with participants to try
to increase prices of tobacco.

Tobacco farmers’ groups and
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tobacco manufacturing com-
pafnies meet every two years to
evaluate and negotiate the floor
prices of unprocessed tobacco

“leaves.

Under various presidential
décrees, NTA is authorized to
set or fix tobacco floor prices by
adopting a tripartite consultative
conference.

The average floor price of to-
bacco is P90 per kilogram.

In 2022, the country produced
8,221.69 metric tons (MT) of na-
tive tobacco, 23,422.94 MT of the
Virginia type and 16,085.75 MT of
other types of tobacco. - With Jed

Macapagal
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BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
AND BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO

E Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) said on Wednesday
“that the country has enough
rice supply despite the damage-
sustained by the agricultural sector
from recent typhoons.

No rice shortage DA

coumry scheduled the importation
of 1.3 million MT of rice to aug-
ment the country's stocks.
- She cited the withdrawal of
Russia from the Black Sea Grain
Initiative, the ban imposed by
India on exporting non-basmati
white rice and the El Nifno phe-
nomenon as threats to the sta-
bilization of rice supply in the
Philippines.

Sen. Mary Grace Poe said the

ban was “unfortunate coming ata
time when hectares of fields were
flooded due to the typhoons and
monsoon conditions.”

In 2022, the Philippines
imported 3.79 million MT of
rice, including 3.16 million
MT sourced from Vietnam. The
next largest shipments came
from Myanmar, Pakistan and
Thailand.

Although the Philippines im-

“It is enough for the next few
months, we're also in the middle of
planting season, and we're expecting
harvest by August and September,”
said Agriculture Undersecretary Leo-
cadio Sebastian in a public briefing.

Sebastian said the Philippines
has enough rice stpply due to the

5.7 million metric tons (MT) of “pa-

lay” harvested duting the dry season

d Az

0

’l.

7.

Earlier, Agriculture Undersecre-
tary Mercedita Sombilla said that the
country's stocks of rice is good to last
for 39 days, which is less than the
mandated stocks good for 60 days.

‘Deceptive’

Meanwhile, Federation of Free Farm-
ers (FFF) national manager Raul

ported only 10,045 MT from India,
the world's biggest exporter of Tice,
Poe said this does not exclude the
Philippines from the collateral
impact of the export ban.

“The decline in global supply
from the biggest rice exporter is
expected to cause a spike in global
rice prices because of speculation, ”
Poe said.

Data showed that non-basmati
rice accounts for roughly 81.2
percent of India’s total rice exports,
the category subject to the ban.

“This means that in one fell
swoop, India has created a 17.86
million MT shortage in the global

and the additional 1.9 million MT
of imported rice in stock.

rice market. Those who will fill
that gap can certainly charge a
premium,” Poe said.

The senator pointed out that
Vietnam, which supplies more
than 90 percent of the Philippines’
rice imports, already increased its
price to $600 per MT compared to
the previous $500 per MT. =

Poe said President Ferdinand
Marcos, Jr. intended to pursue a
rice import deal with India.

“We wish him all the best,
especially with the long waiting
line. No doubt, the first to bang
on India’s doors will be their
immediate rice trading partners,

Montemayor said that the statement
that the country has enough supply

such as Bangladesh and Nepal,”
she said.
" Poe authored Republic Act
11037 or the “Masustansyang
Pagkain sa Batang Pilipino Act,”
which provides nutritious food
to Kindergarten to Grade 6'public
school students.

Shesaid the demand for rice will

continue among Filipinos, who

consume 118.81 kilograms or two
sacks of rice each on the average
a year “because of the unli-rice
programming in our genes."
Philippine Statistics Authority
data said the Philippines is only
81.5 percent rice self-sufficient,

Y LIBRARY
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o rice shortage - DA

ofriceis "dece/ptive," noting the cur-
rent stocks are set to last only until
September and that the next local
harvest will come by October.

“But if it will be completely
consumed, imports must enter to
augment the rice stocks ... but it
will be a little. bit risky, as imports
are lessening due to the higher inter-
national prices,” Montemayor said.

Sombilla said on Tuesday that the

»DAA2

which means the rest of its rice
requirement is being imported.

“The reasons for such high im-
port dependence are too many to
discuss here. Simply put, our agri-
culture sector is not blessed with
either good geography or good
governance, " Poe said.
~ The senator said she looks
forward to scrutinizing the 2024
budget that the Department of
Agriculture will propose.

“We hope the agriculture budget
will not only get bigger, but be
spent faster, on the things wh1ch
our rice farmers need to succeed
she added.



E Kapatid Angat Lahat Agri
Program (Kalap) team of Go Ne-
gosyo had the privilege of visiting Li-
onheart Farms in Rizal, Palawan, and
witnessed firsthand the exceptional

and transformative potential of big

brother-small brother partnerships.
Whiat we discovered and observed
is an inclusive business model where

the farming families who are part
of the partnership now earn two to
four times more, Also, around 1,800

individuals are employed in on-farm
and off-farm jobs generated by the
partnership.

Lionheart Farms, owned and op-
erated by Christian Moeller, began
its mission in 2016 by establishing
coconut plantations and leveraging
the power of consolidation and con-
vergence of efforts by both the pubhc
and private sectors,

Among the government agencies

involved in the initiative are the

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), the
Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI), and the National Commis-
sion on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP).
Meanwhile, the local governments of
Palawan and Rizal made significant

The Manila Times”

Date: 02,

2023 Page: __PL

LIBRARY

U‘T PT. OF AGRICULTURE

L|onheart Farms a case of inclusive agribusiness

MOVING
FORWARD

—_—
;,;-"wn,um

conmhutions to the realizmion of
the initiatives spmhmded by uon s
heart Farms, =

And the farmer-pannen of Lion-
heart Farms also get introduced to-
new farming techniques to incrme 7

their y:elds and incomes.

1 million tree capaclty

So far, 600, 000 coconut ;rea have

been planted on 3,500 hectares of
land in Rizal, with a capacity to reach :

1.million trees over the mpdium td;
long term. Also, a. replanung ro;ect%
rmer

is being undertaken with :
partners for 500,000 mconutmges. )

Lionheart said that increasing the

number of coconut trees and the:
capacity of its processing plant can
result in the employment of a- tﬂtal;
of 10,000 people in five years.

Prior to the initiative omonheanl ;

Farms in Rizal, most coconut farm-'

ers in- the area were stncken with
poverty. And this should no longer
- be a surprise as coconut farmers are
still considered part of the country's

: pootestofthepoor, which I find

ironic as coconut is the country's top

agricultural export. ‘
~ This means that coconut farmem

do not usually get a fair deal when

they sell their produce, which is
usually dried copra or coconuts.

Then there's the perennial issue of
aging coconut trees and farmers lack

 of knowledge of gqqd agnculnnai

practices, or GAP.

Another noteworthy practice of
Lionheart Farms is it produces its
own fenillzgn using only natural
ingredients. The biofertilizers it pro-
dueuarealsosuppliedtootherfarma
in the area.

Moeller. snw those issues and

moved to create a more inclusive

and integrated model to produce not
only coconuts but also value-added
roducts, And among the objectives
to export value-added coconut
products, creating a better revenue
stream for both the  company and its
farmer partners. g
So, Lionheart Farms proceeded to

create a pmnelship with an Indig-
enous community in Palawan and
included community programs like
education and medical assistance in
its initiative in the area.

‘More itnpoi'mmly, t.he 3,500 hect~
ares of coconut farms that Lionheart
established in 20- to 50- -hectare plots
are surrounided by natural forests,
‘preserving the precious biodxvmuy
in the area. And to reduce the carbon
footprint of operanons, the process-
ing of coconuts is. undenaken ina
fauhty builton thesite,. =~

Studying the. inc]uswe business
model Lionheart Farms put in place
in Palawan, it s very clear that the
bigbrother-mall brother

can transform farrmng enclaves into

viable agro-industrial zones, More
importantly, the business model of
Lionheart Farms fosters ecological
balance and respect for the Indig-
enouapeoplemmeam. B

More partmrships
_nndod :

No leu than I’resldent and Agncul
ture Secretary Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
supports the extensive participation

ofthe private sector in leveling up the
country’s agriculture industry. Hence,
we at Kalap have already met with the
Chief Executive to make it known to
him of the organization’s advocacy
ta transform the lives of farmers a.nd
fisherfolk. ;

Since Kalap was launched in Janu-
aty2023 it now has under its wings
23 partners coming from the private
sector, such as Nestlé Philippines, Uni-
versal Leaf, Metro Pacific Agro Ventures
andD:zonFanm,;usttonameafew
There is another set of 28 potential
pannen that we at Kalap are working

with, and they will be onboarded i in

the weeks or months to come., ‘
And besides the DENR, DTI and
NCIP, the other government agencies

that Kalap has partnered with include

the Department of Agriculture, the
Department of the Interior and Local
Government, the Cooperative Devel-
opment Authority, and government
financial institutions such as the Land

' Bank of the Philippines and the De-

velopment Bank of the Philippines.

Kalap is also working across 18
industry commodities, including rice,
cacao, cocontit, tobacco and coffee,
among othe i+ \s we foster inclusive

business models for these commodi-
ties, we will push for the business
models for the commaodities to be

part of the relevant roadmaps of our

government partners.

Atits very core, Kalap promotas the
3Ms as pillars of entrepreneurship:
mentorship, money and market,

Now, going back to Lionheart
Farms, Whatwewashtoseeatl(alap
is more coconut-based enterpmes.
learning from the company’s success .
in Palawan and the forging of more
small brotherbig brother partn
ships to help lift more poor cocontt
farmers from poverty.

Lionheart Farms also clearly dem
onstrated how a business model can-
be both inclusive and transformative, .
and can be emulated by not only big
business firms bt also by govern-
ment agencies.

_ Moeller, during our visit, said
he cannot agree more: ‘Coming
together in agriculture can address.
many social ills: poverty, hunger,
joblessness and limited to no access ?

,togovemmmt and develoPmempm-

‘grams,” He is indeed the best person

to say this, with his accomplishments -

in Rizal through Lionheart Farms. |
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izcaya co- op makes strldes in coffee

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

COOPERATIVE in Nueva Vlzcaya has started- :
to make big strides in coffee farming and |

value-adding, also demonstrating that

government assistance to orgamzed fal,*mers can;‘ .

yield good dividends.

It all started in 2000 when the
Department of Agriculture (DA)-
Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) office
provided a tramline system to
enable farmers of Barangay Tiblac
in the upland town of Ambaguio
in Nueva Vizcaya to transport their
produce to the lowlands,

In 2010, the local government
of Ambaguio organized farmers
in the area, initially numbering
36, to manage and maintain the
tramline, This gave birth to the
Tiblac Langak Farmers Associa-
tion, which later became the Tiblac
Farmers Agriculture Cooperative
(TibFAC).

In 2009, DA-Region 2 also dis-
tributed 16,000 coffee seedlings,
followed by the provision of cof-
fee processing equipment for the
farmers in the area. In 2012, the
members of the association were
also provided with related training
sessions.

In 2013, TibFAC started to
manufacture ground coffee prod-
ucts with raw materials from its
farmer-members, and the asso-
ciation started selling its products

within the town and, th'e neigh-

boring towns of Bayombong and
Solano. From a mere 36 members,

the association grew its member-

ship to 200.
Support from DTI

Manilyn Castafieda Porice, Depatt-

ment of Trade and Industry (DTI)

Region 2 information officer, said
they also gave the association ad-
ditional coffee processing equip-
ment through its shared service

facilities, or SSF program, in2014.

In addition to this, Ponce said
the association benefited from

DTI's Kapatid Mentor Me Program

and continues to receive assistance
through various training programs
related to the coffee industry, digi-
talization and e-commerce. =
The DTI said TibFAC, a benefi-
ciary under the DTI's One Town
One Product Next Geri program,

was able to acquire its Food and:

Drug Administration  license to
operate certificate through the col-
laboration of the DTI and Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform,

20234719 '!7‘.

* i The Tiblac Farmers Agriculture Cooperative, based in Amluguio, Nueva Vizcaya, is one of the renowned coffee produ«rnnd processors in u:e prwin«

it started with only 36 members. Photo shows the cooperative's processing facility in Ambaguio. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

With those interventions, Ponce
said the association was able to

attend and participate in the dif-

ferent provincial, regional and
national trade fairs and expos,
paving the way for the association’s
numerous transactions to boost
its income. :

In 2021, the association received

P24 million worth of assistance
from the Philippine Rural Devel-

opment Project to obtain its own .

coffee production and marketing
enterprise building, -

It was in August 2022 when the
association successfully registered

its business as a cooperative and .

changed its name to Tiblac Farmers

Agriculture Cooperative.

Ponce said the TibFAC is consis-
tently reaping high green grading
results for its Arabica and Robusta
coffee products in the annual Phil-
ippine Coffee Quality Competi-
tion or PCQC.

She said the cooperative also
continues to thrive with assistance

from the DTI-Region 2 Food De-
velopment Program to secure its
Halal Certificate.

To showcase its produ'cts, Ponce
said TIibFAC is joining the 17th
Padday na Lima Regional Trade
Fair from Aug. 7 to 13, 2023, at
Festival Mall Alabang in Metro
Manila.
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g afnsa Caloaean

tonelada atsonangumaga
ng mga LaDan, - Wi naabutan
g sigﬂe@: . Walang n “Qﬁif

karne na nagks k'

haéﬂh]a ng P30 milyon ya man l&ﬂgvsa lugar

ang nasamsam ng mga nangdumatmganggm-

awtoridad sa isang 52 lugar.

storage compound sa ).

Caloocan City noongf'mga

Martes. - ~ frigerated container
Armada;. g search. “van, bumulaga ang

wammt sin‘al'akay ng 'fambaknﬁﬁozenmeat

pinagsamang puwersa ng ‘baboy, mandk at

ng Bureau bf Gustom  baka at i a pang ]:ﬂ't:)—L

(BOC), Department cessed foods.

of Agriculture (DA), . Bagam

National ‘Meat Inspec- hi

tion Service (NMIS), ligtas na ka

Armed Forces of the Base sa

siytfdad- bgndang alasg' 1 (Orlj nuuxa) :
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Slnila ng Smadomg

‘umano'y kawalan ng abi-

so ng National Irrigation

Admmnstgaﬂon IA) sa
n'iga local |

;LGUa,, kol sa

alabas ng tubig

xm dahila ya

;lubag ngayon sa baha

~ang maramlng lugar sa

Bulacan.
Sa pggdlnlg ng Se-
" nate Blue Ribbon Gom-
‘mittee patungkol - sa mga
iregularidad ng mga ir-

rigaﬁen projects ng NIA,

ipinaabot ni Blue Ribbon .

ommittee Chairman
‘Sen. Francis Tolentino
ang hfnaing ng !alawlgan

ng Bulacan dahll wala
umanong koordinasyon
ang NIA sa ginawang
pagpapakawala ng tubig

overnment  saBusto$ dam na naging

‘sanhi ng matindlng pag-
_baha sa buong lalawigan -
mataposang'pananalgsa
ng bagyong Egay. -
Araw umano ng
‘Sabado ng mabigla ang
mga residente sa Bula-
can sa biglang pagtaas
ng tubig at nataong high -
tlds din ng araw na iyon.
‘Hindi nakapunta sa
pagdinlg ng Senado si
Bulacan Goy. Daniel Fer-
‘nando dghll abala sa
kanyang Ialawigan na

ngayo'y nasa ilalim ng
‘state of calamity’.
‘Depensa naman ni
NIA Chief Eduardo Ed-
~die Guillen, mayroong
‘protocol na agvance in-
formation na ipinadala sa’
Provlncfal Disaster Risk
Reduction and Manage-
-ment Office (PDRRMO).
ng Bulacan tungkol sa

'spilling activity o pag-

papakawala ng tubig sa

Dahil sa matlndigg
pagbaha ay apektado
rito ang 16 n bayan,at
tationg siyuda sabl

lalawigan ng Bulacgn

(Gemma Ga_rbfaj-r

WA
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intergovernmental treaty organization

 has engaged members of the judiciary
- during the annual biotech outreach

of the United States Department of

Agriculture-Foreign Agricultural Service

‘Manila (USDA-FAS Manila) to provide
members of the judiciary with “knowl- -
edge of the complexities and protocdls

of agri-biotech development.”

Research in Agriculture (Searca) direc-

tor, said the center was continuing its -

commitment to empowering members
of the judiciary to create sound, unbi-

ased, and evidence-based décigioﬂ.i and

policy recommendations.

Gregorio said Searca teamed up

with the Philippine Judicial Academy
(PHILJA), the Philippine Association
of Law Schools, USDA-FAS Manila, and

the International Service for the Ac-

quisition of Agri-biotech Applications
(ISAAA) for the “Forum on Improving
the Policy Environment for ontech
Industry Development.”

Held on July 14 at the _Ma-nil-a
Diamond Hotel and online via Zoom,
the forum gathered almost a hundred'
participants composed of judges, law-
yers, law students and legal researchers
on-site and online. -

- Gregorio said the forum mmed to
‘equip members of the judiciary with
knowledge of the complexities and
protocols of agri-biotech development
since these modern.technologies are

expected to be continually developed'

N6 03, 7023  Ppage:
7
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Searca engages judiciary on biotech

in the field.
‘During the event, he encouraged

the participants to collaborate with -

lead experts and to be kept informed
‘with updates in the field of biotech-
nology. its science; ‘and its strategic
importance and potential benefits for
Filipinos, as well as related issues that
can potentially ushe.r in much-needed

" societal tmnsformmon;muaﬂy in
Glenn Gregorio, Southeast Asian Re- sy
gional Center for Graduate Study and

the agricultural sector. 344
‘Rhodora Aldemita, [SAAA execu-
tive director; also expressed hope “to
ptepare the judiciary in crafting and
approving policies and making science-
based decisions for the acceptance and -
adoption of more biotech crops.”

- Aldemita said this would immensely -
contribute to poverty alleviation and:

a sustainable and climate-resilient
‘agriculture sector in the Philippines,
_noting that activities like this keep the

country’s standing as “the premiere

country in biotech adoption, biosafety
regulation, and communication in the

Asia-Pacific” -

From the United States Embassy in

Manila, Lorenzo New, the Environ-

ment, Science, Technology, Heath and

‘Energy Unit chief, emphasized the
need for an enabling pollcy environ-
ment for biatech.

“For innovation to flourish, blotech-

4 _nology needs regulatory systems that -
- not only uphold the highest standards

of health and environmental safetybut
are flexible and follow the science,”
New said.

‘These new technolog:es promise

to speed up cro developmem, ensure
farmers’ accessibility to-more auatam—
able soluuons, and give consumers
safe, affordable access to foods, but
only if policy environments do not
unnewmuly dmmmmmeagmmdm
use,” headded.

- Also during the event, apem such
as Kristine Tome from ISAAA provided
».a ‘brief background on the statusiof:
biotech in the Philippines: | i

. Leonardo Gonzales from vae
Foundat,lt_?n. Michael Leader from Bayer
Australia, and. Benigno Peczon from
the Cballmn:fur Agricultural Mod-
ermzanon in the Philippines or CAMP,
spoke on several issues, including the
socioeconomic implications of using
unlicensed genetically modified corn

seeds and the impact of the glyphosate

ban and Writ of Kalikasan on crops.
- Among the concerns raised duf-

- ing the open forum that served as a

venue for participants to express their-
- thoughits on the topics was the possibil--
ity that commercialized biotech crops
could be deemed unsafe in the future.
For his part, Justice Jose Reyes.Jr.,

.-chairman of the Special Areas of Con-

cern and Professorial Lecturer from’
- Philja, challenged the judiciary, law-
yers, law students; and legal research
- staff to take an active role in helping
-improve the policy environment for
biotech industry development. He
added that they would be the mncal
linkibetween blotech mnqvatmmfm
the laboratory and the homes of com-
monFilipinos. LEANDER C. DOMINGO,
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Agri firn

s dominate

Shell LiveWIRE 2023 Ilst

BUSINESSES related to agriculture domi-
nate the list of entities selected for the Shell
LiveWIRE 2023 Acceleration program under
the community and tech startup categories.
The entities selected for the program will
receive mentorship, training and financial sup-
port from Shell Pilipinas Corp. (SPC). -
Among the selected businesses are three tech

startups, six community enterprises and two-

Shell Sponsor’s A-List entities.

sourced minerals for industrial, agricultural,
aquaculture and environmental applications;

and Farmvocacy Inc., a social climate financial -
technology startup supporting climate-smart -
rice farming and environment-friendly and

high-yielding farming systems. *

In the community enterprise category, six
community enterprises that are also into
agriculture made it to the list: Samahang
Mangingisda ng Dalupaon (Samada); a
group of fisherfolks that ventured into fish
processing; Philia Variety Store, a direct

market conduit for smallholder commu-

nity farmers of coffee, cacao, coconut and
other agricultural products; DLR Foods
Supply Trading, a company providing
ready-to-eat meals in retort pouches that
are halal certified; Odicon Small Coco-
nut Farmers’ Organization (OSCFO) an
agricultural enterprise specializing in the
sustainable processing of coconut byprod-

service to the ;:ommunity, reducmg travel
costs for fellow growers.

The community enterpnses selacted for
this year support Shell LiveWIRE's vision of
strengthening local economies by promoting

'-:-ahtreprmeunhlp, mnovauon and meanmgful
‘employment.

This year, Shell LwerRE received 219 ap-
plications, 141 of them from tech startups and

- 78 from community enterprises.
In the tech startup category, two busmesm~ -

are in agriculture: Lithos Manufacturing OPC,

a company focused on adding value to locally

The selection of the shortlisted busmesses
was done by a panel of judges comprising
Shell leaders, Department of Trade and In-

dustry represemauvfes, and venture capntal-

ists who are experts in industry and market

‘requiremehts. Ak TR

Shell LiVeWIRE isa program that aims to

‘help ‘businesses itlehﬁfy their core strengths
- and establish a system that can Streng(hen
their mpaﬂt?“tosmle,lmpm their products,

expand their market and scneratt suﬁtaldable
streams of revenuz
“In these unﬁmﬂinf til:hes; the sagniﬁcancé
of platforms like She]l LiveWIRE cannot be
overstated. 'I’nejr-drt as catalysts. for progress,
fostenng connet:uom dtiving innovation and
localemupnses tonmgate chal-
]enges a-:nd 2 in an ever-changing world,”
Serge Bernal, SPC vice praide:tt forcorpome
relan,ona, said.
Thetechstaf;upswﬂlgetflchahcetomnpl

‘million, while community tmerpﬂsés will re-

ceive a P100,000 grantafter the program. Also,

pro : ,aﬂpamapmug!tachancetobe:aparmfﬂm
ucts; and Agri-VINO Enterprises, a chicken St the
poultry business providing egg incubation - «
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‘TO BENEFIT FROM PRICE RISE

Vletnam to mcrease rlce output

HANOI- Vietnam will i mcregse
its rice production this year to

take advantage of a price surge, :

the head of the country’s Depart-
ment of Crop Production said on
Tuesday.

The country’s unhusked paddy

output is expected to rise to more
than 43 million metric tons this
yeart, from 42.7 million tons last
‘year, Nguyen Nhu Cuong said in

astatement posted on the govem 2

e _ment’s website.

The rice growing area of the-

'upcormng autuma-winter crop in
the Mekong Delta will be raised by
7.7 percent from an initial plan to
700,000 hectares, he added.
Vietnam’s 5 percent broken
rice pnces rose to $580-3590 per
mettic ton on Tuesday from $515-

$525 two weeks ago, traders said,
after India on July 20 ordered a

halt to its largest export category
to calm domestic prices.
“This is an opportunity for us
to boost rice exports,” Cuong said.
He said Vietnam’s total rice
expofts this year would rise to 7.8

million metric tons from 7.1 mil-

lion tons recorded last year.

“Increasing exports at this time
won't threat Vietnam’s food secu-
rity,” Cuong said.

Rice shipments from Vietnam
in the first seven months of this
year were estimated to have risen
about 18.7 percent from a yeat

' earlier to 4.84 million metric tons,
“according to the government’s
preliminary data. Revenue from
rice exports in the period was seen
up 29.6 percent at $2.58 billion.

Rice exporters in Thailand and

Vietnam are renegotiating prices
. on sales contracts for around half

a million metric tons for August

' shipments, two trade sources said,
 as India’s ban has tlghtencd global
supplies. i

A Vietnamese farmer works on her terraced rice field in Pu Luong. (Reuters Photo)

The chairman of Vietnam Food
Association said on Monday the
country has no immediate plans
to restrict rice exXports.

“At the moment, Vietnamese
companies are exporting rice not-
mally,” said Nguyen Ngoc Nam,
chairman of the Vietnam Food
Association, which represents
the country’s rice processors and
exporters and works closely with
.the government.

India, which accounts for 40-‘

petcent of world rice exports,
ordered a halt fo its largest export

categoty more than a week ago

‘to calm domestic prices, which

have climbed to muln-yea: hsghs :

in recent weeks as erratic weather
threatened production.

‘Nam said prices of Vietnamese
rice had soared since India’s move
on July 20, adding that the harvest

of the summer-autumn crop was .

ongoing in Vietnam, which is the
world’s third largest rice exporter
after India and Thailand. =~

Vietnam’s 5 percent broken rice
pncesrosc t01$5501{575"p"e: metric
ton on Monday, uadezssald, their

 highest since 2011, from a range
" of $515:8525 beforalndla’s"movc

A day after India’s s expott curb
announcement, Vietham’s Minis-
try of Industry and Trade called on
the assoemuon to cns’tne sufﬁelent

domcsm: rice supplies and food se-
curity, and asked traders to balance
sbetween exports and domestic
sales to stabilise domestic prices.
Rice shipments from Vietnam in
the first seven months of this year
were estimated to have risen about
18.7 percent from a year earlier to

 4.84 million tonnes, according to

the government’s preliminary data.
Revenue from rice exports in the
period was seen up 29.6 percent at
$2.58 billion.

On Friday, the United Arab
Emirates announeed it would ban
rice exports and re- exports for
four months, mcludlng rice of
Indian origin. - - Reuters
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Global rice supply faces new threat
as Thalland urges crop curbs

HAILAND has urged farm-

I ers to reduce their rice

planting to save water fol-
lowing poor rainfall, a move that
posesafresh threat toglobal supply
afterIndiabanned some shlpments :
of the grain.

Farmers in the key central re-
gion have already planted most of
theirricebutthe governmentisen-
couraging a switch to other crops
that need less water, according
to a statement from Surasri Kid-
timonton, the secretary-general of
the Office of the National Water
Resources.

Thailand, the world’s second-
biggest rice exporter, is seeing
less rain as the nation braces for
a potential drought next year as
the El Nifio weather pattern leads
to drier conditions. Cumulative
rainfallsofarinthecentralregion
is about 40 percent below normal

levels and the move to curb plant-
ing of the grainis to help conserve
water forhousehold consumption,
according to Surasri.

Rice prices in Asia‘surged to
the highest in more than three
years last month after India—
the world’s biggest exporter—
banned some of its shipments.
The grain is essential to the
diets of billions of people and
further price gains would bur-
den consumers with additional
inflationary pressure.

Thailand’s central region was
expected to account for almost
14 percent of total rice-growing
areain 2023 and forecast to make
up about 19 percent of the main
paddyharvestin2023/24, accord-
ing to the Ministryof Agriculture.
Waterlevelsin major reservoirsin
the area are at about 51 percent of
capacity, said Surasri.

Rice Prices Jump on India Export Ban
Asia benchmark at highest since April 2020

Source: Thal Rice Exportars Association

The government previously
warned that El Nifio could lead to
unusuallylowrainfall, and advised
farmers to grow one crop this year
instead of the usual two. However,
some of the shortage from Thai-
land should be offset by higher
shipments from Vietnam, which

Bloomberg @

are likely to exceed its target for
the year.

Vietnam exported 21 percent
more rice in the first six months
thanayear earlier, with shipments
increasing to the Philippines, Chi-
naand Indonesia, according to the
Customs Department. The nation
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' EU provides more funds to scale up wildlife manageinent program—FAQO

r I YHE Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) haswelcomed

€25 million in additional funding

from the European Union (EU) to
extend and scale up the Sustain-
able Wildlife Management (SWM)

Programme.

~ Since 2017, the initiative has been

workingwith African, Caribbeanand

Pacificcountriestoreduceunsustain-

" able wildlife hunting, conserve wild-
life, and strengthen people’s liveli-
hoods and food security.

The first phase of the initia-

tive received €45 million from
the EU, with co-funding from the
French Global Environment Facility
(FFEM) and French Development
Agency (AFD). This second phase
will run from August to May 2029
- and will be part of NaturAfrica, the
new EU initiative for biodiversity
conservation in Africa.

In this new phase, FAO will
continue to lead a consortium
of partners, which includes the
French Agricultural Research

Centre for International Devel-
opment (CIRAD), the Center for
International Forestry Research
(CIFOR) and the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS).

“The SWM Programme has a
significant contribution to make
as we work towards a sustainable
and food-secure world for all,” said
Maria Helena Semedo, Deputy Di-
rector-General, FAO.

“The initiative contributes to
the implementation of the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework as well as to the ‘four
betters’ in the new FAO Strategic
Framework 2022-2031."

For example, Semedo said the
program is working towards “bet-
ter nutrition” by promoting safe
food across wild and domestic
meat value chains, and towards
“better environment” by develop-
ing innovative approaches to im-
prove practices, build capacities to
reduce zoonotic risks and protect
ecosystems.

The partnershipis workmg with

national and regional administra-
tions, and over 80 local and indig-
enous communities, in16 countries.
Theinitiativeisstrengtheninginno-
vativeand collaborative targeted ap-
proaches to conserve wild animals,
protectecosystems, andimprove the
livelihoods of those who depend on
these resources.

“Buildingscalable newmodels to

“conserve wildlife and improve food

security takes time,” said ‘Marjeta

Jager, Deputy Director-General,

Directorate-General for Interna-
tional Partnerships (DG-INTPA),
Buropean Commission.

“Weneed to further develop the
models tested by the SWM Pro-
gramme and to disseminate and
scale up the Programme’s find-
ings, results and approaches to
achieve greater impacts, For this
reason, the European Union seeks
to provide additional funding to
continue the SWM Programme
until June 2029.”

FAO noted many rural popula-
tions around the world continue to

rely onwildlife for food, incomeand

~ their cultural identity. Wild meat is

an important source of protein, fat
and micronutrients. However, the
increasing demand for wild meat,
especially in urban areas, is threat-
ening wildlife populations, ecosys-
tem balance, and food security of
indigenous and rural communities
in tropical and subtropical regions.

“Moreover, the Covid-19 pan-
demic highlighted the interdepen-
dence between human, animal and
ecosystem health, and illustrated
the magnitude and diversity of the
consequences that the loss or deg-
radation of biodiversity can have
around the world.”

The program aims to improve
the sustainable andlegal use of wild
animal populations through par-
ticipatory management of hunting,
fishing and wildlife. It also works
on reducing urban consumption
of wild meat from unsustainable
sourcesbyencouraginghealthyand
sustainable livestock, poultry and
fish farming value chains. ;
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