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T was reportecl in another paper

that the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA), represented by Senior
Undersecretary Domingo Pan-
ganiban, signed a memorandum
of understanding (MolU) with a
private entity, Pacific Roadlink
Logistics Inc. (PRLI), last July 20
to construct a “Cold Examination
Facility in Agriculture” (CEFA) in
the latter's 10-hectare property in
Angat, Bulacan.
» This is a commendable project
because Republic Act 10611, or

FINER — Page: &t < 2
_FERMIN
ADRIANO
the “Food Safety Act of 2013,"
specifically mandates construction
of such a facility. The CEFA is a to be infected with harmful pests
critical component in prevent- and diseases. :
ing the entry of pests, diseases ) Dar consequently chose Subic

and viruses harmful to human, *

»Finer B2

~animar and piant health as it is

meant to strictly screen, using in-
ternationally accepted sanitary and
phytosanitary standards, imported
agricultural products and foods.
The process is also called a “first
border” inspection as all imported
agricultural and food products will
have to go through this facility and
be thoroughly inspected before
being distributed to and sold in
various markets in the country.
The importance of the facility
was demonstrated by the problem
we encountered with the entry of
the Malaysian black bug, which
adversely affected our palay (un-
milled rice) farms in the past, and
more recently the African swine
fever (ASF) that has decimated
our hog population. Those pests
and diseases are not endemic but
entered the country because of
imported agricultural and food
commodities that carried them.
But given its utmost importance,
whylsrtonlynowﬂlatmdlafaalny

is being constructed, 10 years after

the Food Safety-Act of 2013 was
passed? The simple answer is that it
was not given the appropriate bud-
getary allocation and attention by
past administrations since we previ-
ously never experienced cataclysmic
events like ASE or avian'(bird) flu
that &)uld&mpeout our hog and
pouluypomﬂationa

ﬁen _fér respondmg

the ;malyses and recommenda-
tions of our suentm&
~In falmess, former Agriculture

Villiam Dar attempted to

‘had provided funds for it during
the height of the Covid-19 and
ASF outbreaks. Unfortunately, the
Ph:hgpme Ports ﬁiuthorrty could

only offera small area. The facility
requuesatleasts heemres ofland

for the‘"Iibora , cold storage
and warehouse faghtres, and an
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as an alternative site because it
has ample land to accommodate
the facility. However, agriculture
and food importers complained
that it was too far from the Manila
and the Batangas ports, where the
bulk of imports arrive. Transport-
ing these to Subic would increase

logistical costs, not to mention

cause time delays.

It is obvious that the CEFA
facility in Angat is being offered
as an alternative. At face value,
there seems to be nothing wrong,
and the offer can be considered
a benevolent one because the
10-hectare Angat property will be
used for free by the government.

Rosendo So, a major architect of
the deal and head of the agricul-
tural lobby group Sinag (Samah-
ang Industriya ng Agrikultura),
sdid that PRLT would shell out
around P1.5 billion to construct
the building facilities at no cost

to the DA. In turn, the DA will -

provide the laboratory equipment
and personnel, tobechargedto its
CEFA budget.

So also claimed that the Angat
location would be easily accessible
to both the Manila and Subic ports
because of the presence of good

“highways. A bypass road is also

being constructed from Plaridel to

Angat. He added that the transport

of the imported products from the
Manila and Subic ports to'Augat
will result in substantial savings
on demurrage fees.”

“What is important is who can
provide safe and the cheaper ser-

vice where the containers are not

lost,” So said in Filipino to justify

. the granting of monopolyrightsto

PRLI. But, as the adage goes, “The
devil is in the details!” How much
will PRLI charge importers for the

: ; ¢ 'trudqng; cold storage and ware-
portas theDiltﬁ'teadmlmsu‘auon -

hopsmg services? The MoU does

 not specify the fees and ostensibly,
this still has to be worked out.

The agreement will be for 25
years. Undeniably, the fees to
be charged to importers and the

volume of imports are expected
to increase over the said periqd
‘because of greater demand due

R = =1 PR, L SRR 11 ) ) LS

investment can be easily recovered
and on.top of it, a handsome
profit can be obtained with the
monopoly right to handle the
logistics of imported agricultural
and food commodities.

Was a cost-benefit analysis con- |
ducted prior to the signing of the
MoU to justify the claim that PRLI
is the best private sector entity that
can provide this service? Assuming
that one was conducted, would it
not have been in the interest of the
public to conduct a competitive
bidding or a Swiss challenge so -
that the government can obtain
the highest revenues?

It is the fundamental function of
the state to protect human, animal
and planthealth in the country. This
function cannot be delegated to
another entity, particularly a private
one. Ifit does, it is just like the state
ceding its function of protecting our
national security to a private army
like Russia’s Wagner Group.

In addmon, the country’s pain-
ful experience with monopolistic
firms like those in the airline, tele-

_communications, energy, water,

ports, etc., sectors amply demon-

- strate that expecting monopollsts

torunthelrhneofbusmms ina
more efficient and competitive
manner is an illusion.

These experiences showed us
that such arrangements nn]y ben-
efited the monopolists at the
expense of the public who have
to ceaselessly suffer from poor
seryices and inferior quality of

- goods, and worse, overpriced ones,

compared to neighboring Asean
countries.

Recently in the case of sugax
importation, we heard the same
assurance from Panganiban that
confining the business opportu-
nity to a few players would result
in a decline in sugar prices. After
all, he claimed that he had chosen
the three “best and most capable
importers.”

‘But look where we are now:
reﬁned sugar’s price is still more
than P100 per kilo though it was
only P54 in May 2022 when the
“best and most. capable traders
did not have a monopoly of i im-

porting sugar.
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By MARC JAYSON CAYABYAB
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SensitorSioat Villariugva and Imee

Marcos have filed resolutions to in-

vestigate the national government’s
failure in addressing the country’s
flood problem after the onslaught of
Typhoon Egay.

Villanueva and Marcos’ home
provinces Bulacan and Ilocos Norte,
respectively, were among the prov-
inces devastated by the typhoon,
which drew comparisons with storm
Ondoy 14 years ago.

“I went around Bulacan, and all
barangays — not just one or two — all
barangays, are submerged in water.
How can we say that the (Depart-
ment of Public Works and High-
ways’) P183 billion budget for flood
control program, this year alone, is
effective?” Villanueva said at a press
briefing on Wednesday.

In his resolution, Villanueva wants
the Senate to conduct an inquiry into
the government’s urban drainage
system and flood protection plans
and programs in Metro Manila and
other vulnerable areas.

“There is a need for the national
government to immediately study
and review the Flood Controf’System
and Flood Control Interventions,
as well as engineering solutions of
the country specifically in the areas
which are prone to flooding... and the
study on the impact of ongoing and
existing reclamation projects, silted
rivers and subsidence to protect and
safeguard lives, property and the
environment,” Marcos said.

In her resolution, Marcos wants an
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investigation into the effectiveness
of the national government’s flood
control program “amidst extreme

‘weather conditions brought about

by climate change, global warming,
and global boiling.”

. Villanueva said there is a need to
review the flood mitigation policies
of DPWH, the Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA),

Department of Environment and -

Natural Resources and other agen-
aless - , :
*  Marcos also cited infrastructure
damage based on DPWH numbers:

P887.1 million damage to roads,

P48.2 million damage to bridges, and
P1.73 billion damage to flood-control
structures.

Sen. Ramon Revilla Jr. earlier said
he will summon Public Works Sec-
retary Manuel Bonoan and MMDA
Chairman Romando Artes, noting
that the DPWH has a P594.62 billion
budget and the MMDA a P6 billion
budget for flood control programs.

‘Similar to Ondoy’

The province of Bulacan is suf-
fering from floodwaters similar to
that of Tropical Storm Ondoy back

in 2009, according to Bulacan Gov.

Daniel Fernando.

- Ondoy, known internationally as
Ketsana, killed at least 671 people
and caused widespread flooding in
Metro Manila, Central Luzon and
Calabarzon.

The provincial government of

“Bulacan earlier declared a state of
due to floodwater brought

calami
by Typhoons Egay and Falcon. .

guinto remained flooded.
One of the reasons for the flooding
was Bustos Dam releasing 737 cubic

..meters per second of water amid

heavy rains, he added.

Fernando said flood control proj-

ects are needed in the province to
address floods.

Bulacan drowning
A 74-year-old from Barangay

‘Panginay in Bulacan drowned as

the province continues to struggle
with floodwaters and flood-related
deaths, now at seven.

This is according to reports that
reached Manuel Lukban Jr., head
of the Provincial Disaster Risk Re-

_duction and Management Office

(PDRRMO) of Bulacan.
Flood-affected barangays in the
grovince have reached 237 as of
hursday morning.

There are 28 barangays affected

by floodwater in Malolos and San
Miguel, according to PDRRMO.

There are also 25 in Calumpit, 22
each in Meycauayan and San Rafael,
19 in Pulilan, 14 in Bulakan, 13 each
in San Jose del Monte and Paombong,
11 in Bocaue, nine in Balagtas, eight
each in Guiguinto and Baﬁwa , five
each in Plaridel and San Ildefonso,
three in Obando, two in Bustos and
one each in Angat and Pandi. |

A total of 16,324 families took

temporary shelter in different evacu-

ation centers. st
The PDRRMO reported a total
of P500 million worth of damage in

As of yesterday, the towns of
Calumpit, Hagonoy, Bocaue and
Gui

. 15da
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infrastructures throughout the prov-

‘ince while the rice, vegetable, corn
- and fishery sectors s
amounting to P175,116,971.00. Live-

ered losses

stock and goultry losses amounted
to P22,626, : ‘

Price freeze .
Bataan, Bulacan, Pampangs, Ca-

miling and Paniqui in Tarlac and
Zaragosa in Nueva Ecija have im-
plemented a price freeze following
state of calamity declarations due
to Typhoon Egay and the southwest
monsoon, according to the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry (DTI).

“A price freeze on basic necessities
is now in effect in select areas in Cen-
tral Luzon which were placed under
a state of calamity,” the DTI-3 said.

Republic Act 7581 or the Price
Act automatically. freezes the price
of basic necessities at their prevail-
ing prices for 60 days in areas that
declare a state of calamity. The price
of household liquefied petroleum
gas and kerosene shall be frozen for

s.

2 Ke price freeze aims to stabilize
the cost of basic necessities and prime
commodities, ensuring that the es-
sential items remain accessible to all
consumers, especially those affected
by the calamity,” said DTI regional
director Brigida Pili.

Intensified menitoring is being
conducted to combat any attempts
to exploit market conditions, accord-
ing to Pili. . o gem

* “Pampanga Gov: Dennis Pineda

distributed on Tuesday 4,038 food

- packs to affected coastal barangays

- Sasmuan, which include Barangays
1,050),

3,223 food packs
ected residents in

Sebitanan (754), Malusac (1,02C
Batang 1st (121), Batang 2nd (897)
and Mabuanbuan (431). = <

Pineda also distributed 815 food
packs to residents in Lubao, in Ba-
rangays Bangcal Pugad (523) and

‘Bangcal Sinubli (292).

Food packs were also distributed
to the severely flooded towns of
Sta. Ana (3,000), Apalit (5,000) and
Guagua (6,000). ot

. Pampanga was placed in a state of
calamity on July 31.

Meanwhile, more than 30,000 food
and non-food packs worth over P17
million have been distributed to
Tlocos Sur, Ilocos Norte, Abra and Ba-
guio City by the Philippine Amuse-
ment and Gaming Corp.

P4.47 B agri damage

Agricultural damage in 10 regions
has reached P4.47 billion, according
to the Deparment of Agriculture
(DA). |

“The affected commodities in-
clude rice, corn, high-value crops,
livestock and poultry, and fisher-
ies. Damage was also incurred in
irrigation systems, agricultural and
fishery infrastructures, and fishing
parjgﬁ 1ernalia,” the DA said.

'he damage to rice reached P1.75
billion affecting 111,5477 hectares and
a production loss of 42,754 MT.

~ With Ramon Efren Lazaro,
Emmanuel Tupas, Rainier Allan
Ronda, Cesar Ramirez, Bella Cariaso
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We needed to work on our
nation’s food insecurity yesterday

ooks like we may or may not have
arice shortage, depending on who
you talk to.

The ila Bulletin reported in
the beginning of the month (Aug. 1, 2023)
that the country has “enough supply of rice
that would last for a little more than one
month,” spec:fically 39 days’ worth until
harvest season in September and October.
Factors that have affected rice produc-
tion include Super Typhoon Egay (Typhoon
Doksuri) which passed through in late
July, bringing with it agricultural damage
worth “an estimated £1.9 billion, includ-
ing 2950 million worth of damage to the
rice sector;” the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian
War which resulted in an increase in food
prices worldwide due to the halting of
some export products, and an increase in

the price of fertilizer. =

Importation, traditmnallw the coun-

try’s knee-jerk solution to its lack of food
productxon, might not be an easy solution

either, as India
banned the export
of non-basmati
white rice in mid-
July.

This is but the
most recent ad-
dition to'a grow-
ing list of food
we, an agricultural
country, cannot
grow enough of
for ourselves. It’s been well-known for a
while that despite the over £1 billion al-

AVANT GARDENER

_ YVETTE TAN

located by the Department of Agriculture .

for rice production, the crop continues to
underperform, with many of its farmers
trapped in a cycle of debt, lacking access
to a legitimate source of funds A majority
of our farmers continue to be unbanked,

__with many banks electing to pay penaltles

instead of lending to farmers and fishers
under the agriculture and agrarian reform

loans mandated by the Bangko Sentral ng Putbmas

The Philippines, by virtue ‘of being locaté'd"'

along the typhoon belt, is besieged by storms every
year, and yet every year, we are surprised by the
rains, the flooding, the loss of lwes, and the dam-
age to infrastructure and agriculture each passing
storm leaves in its wake. And this was before the
climate crisis became as noticeable as it is now.
Are we going to continue being caught unaware
every years .

Many people have suggested lessening the
funds allocated to'rice and using them to bolster
production of other, more profitable crops such
as vegetables, coffee, or cacao. Even ornamental
plants stand to earn more as an industry if given
proper government support and funding. Econo-
mists, much to the chagrin of rice farmers, have
even suggested lessening rice production as grains
and cereals need a bigger economy of scale to be
profitable for the country as a whole.

In any case, we can talk about different aspects
of agriculture all day long but the long and short
(grain - sorry, I can't resist a bad pun) of it is that
at the end of the day, food prices are rising and
people are either already hungry, or are inching
closer towards it. This, amid the President’s cam-
paign promise of bringing the price of rice down to

' P20 a kilo. This can still happen, but not without

government subsidy. The question is if it doés

happen, how much will rice farmers be getting?

Working on agriculture policy means grappling
with the paradox of needing farmers and fishers
to produce a.constant supply of product and make
enough money to make it worth their time to stay
in agriculture while ensuring that the public is
able to buy nutritious, delicious food at affordable
prices. The Philippines has always had problems
with all three, and there hasn’t been a big or ef-
fective enough program or series of programs to
address any of them. People seem to forget that
disgruntled farmers will eventually mean a starv-
ing nation.

Now, more than ever, as instability (due to
many reasons that include, at the very least, the
climate crisis) threatens the whole world, it is
important that the Philippines places importance
on its food sustainability. If more countries are
forced to go the route of India, not just in terms of
rice but also other agricultural products, we may
have a massive hunger situation on our hands if
we continue to rely on imports and refuse to sup-
port our own production. Let’s not treat our food
insecurity the same way we treat our storms, con-
tinually being surprised and caught unaware when
they appear year after year. The signs are there.
We have been warned. We must do something
about our food insecurity because we’re already
in the middle of it.
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Pangasinan loses

P224M

in palay, corn to typhoons

BY GABRIEL L. CARDINOZA

INGAYEN, Pangasinan: This agricultural

£ ~vince lost P224.32 million worth of

_ palay, corn and high value crops to

the rains dumped by typhoons “Egay” and

“Falcon” that flooded several Pangasinan
towns and cities in the last seven days.

The Provincial Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Office (PDRRMO) said about
P57.34 million worth of pa-
lay was destroyed in 31 of the
province's 48 towns and cities
after the unhusked rice was sub-

merged in floodwaters.

Vast areas of corn fields in
26 towns and cities were also
destroyed.

The PDRRMO said about
P125.55 million worth of corn

was lost.

Also hard-hit by the excessive

 rains were high value crops, such

as potatoes, vegetables, spices and
fruits planted in the province’s 29
towns and cities. ]

Damage was placed at P28.80
million.

In addition, some P1.84 million
million worth of livestock was
also lost. :

As of 5 a.m. on August 3, some
30 barangay (village) roads in the
different towns of the province
were not passable to light vehicles
because of floodwaters.

So far, only the towns of Cala-
siao, Santa Barbara, Binmaley and
Mangatarem and Dagupan City are

~ under a state of calamity.

The PDRRMO reported that it
has conducted relief operations
in the different flooded towns and
cities of the province.

On Thursday, provincial capitol
employees trooped to the Narciso
Ramos Sports and Civic Center to
help pack food items for distribu-
tion to flood victims.

- In Dagupan City, Mayor Belen
Fernandez said the city’s main streets
were still flooded because of the

~ L4-meter high tide at 10:56 a.m.

“Our city has an average eleva-
tion of 1 meter above sea level,
that's why we are easily flooded,
especially in low-lying areas,”
Fernandez also said in her social
media post.

On Thursday mormng, sheleda
group of city government officials
in the distribution of relief in the
different villages of the city.

- Areport of the City Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office
showed that some 623 families
consisting of 2,034 individuals
were still in different evacuation

“high water level of 7

Page

centers of the city. i

« Some 6,139 boxes of relief

goods from the Department of
Social Welfare and Development
and 140 boxes of hygiene kits
have so far been distributed to
flood victims.

In neighboring Calasiao town,
floodwaters have rece‘ded in
many areas.

But in interior vﬂlages, espe-
cially those located along the
Sinocalan River, floodwaters were
still waist deep. - |

As of 9 a.m. Thursday, two dams
upstream of the Agno river in Ben-
guet province increased the num-

ber of their open spillway gates.

In an advisory, the Flood Fore-
casting and Warning System for

Dam Operations said Ambuklao

dam had seven gates open, while
Binga dam had all six gates open.

Ambuklao had a water level of
751.66 meters abovesealevel which
is just 0.34 meter its normal
2 masl.

Binga had a wgter level of
574.85 masl.

Its normal hlgh water level is
575 masl. f

As cascading dams, the water re-
leased by Ambuklao from the up-

- per Agno river in Bokod, Benguet,

flows to the Binga dam, which
is approximately 19 kilometers
downstream of Ambuklao

Water releaseq by Binga goes to
the San Roque dam, downstream
of the Agno river in San Manuel,
Pangasinan. |

At 6 a.m. Thursday, San Roque
dam had a water elevation of

© 259.71 masl, about 20.29 m from

its normal high value of 280 masl.
All of the flam’s spillway gates

remained closed.
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Rice export ban ng India,
dapat paghandaan - Poe

HINILING ni Senador Grace Poe sa gobyerno na paghan-
daan kaagad ang desisyon ng India na ipagbawal ang pag-
luluwas ng bigas sa ibang bansa, sa harap ng paglubog ng
sakahan sa maraming bahagi ng Pilipinas. o
~ Sinabi ni Poe, chairman ng Senate committee on public services,
na magreresulta ng export ban ng pagtaas ng halaga ng pagkain hindi
lamang sa lokal na 1pamilihan, kungi sa paniii'gdjgang merkado.
Aniya, masaklap ang desisyon sa gitna ng pananalasa ng bagyo
at habagat na naggalu og sa maraming palayan at nagbaha sa
maraming lugar sa bansa. =Pt AR -
“Hindi naman natin masisisi ang India sa kanilang desisyon.
May obligasyon silang unahin ang kapakanan ng kanilang 1.4 bil-
lion na mamamayan,” ayon kay Poe. B :
~ “Ngunit, may obligasyon din tayo sa 113 milyon na mga Pilipi-
no, lalo na sa 3.4 milyon na mga kabataan at mag-aaral na umaasa
sa Feeding Program ng gobyerno. Kapag sila ay nagkulang sa tim-
bang, tayo ang may pagkukulang,” dagdagniya. . - - . .
Inihayag ng India, pinakamalaking rice exporter sa buong
mundo, nitong Huly 20, ang pagbabawal sa pagluluwas ng non-bas-
__mati white rice exports upang bawasan ang domestic inflation. :
" . Binanggit ni Poe na nakakukunsumo ang Filipinbo ng 118.81
kilo o dalawang sako ng bigas kada taon at tinukoy rin ng Philip-
pine Statistics Authority na umabot lang sa 81.5% ang 1gagugmg rice
self-sufficient ng bansa. A - ERNIE REYES
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