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EDITORIAL

. Transparency,
."accountablllty

The administration has de-
fended the allocation of about

P10.14 billion for confidential

and intelligence funds in the
proposed national budget for
2024. Such assurances must be
matched by actions that will al-
lay public fears of the CIF being
used mainly to skirt transpar-
ency and accountability in the
' utilization of people’s money.
~In general, the public can
 understand the need for confi-
dentiality in the use of public
funds for mtelhgence gathering
on matters of pub safety and
national security. Government
. auditing rules are relaxed in

* these cases.

Confidentiality, however,
‘must be kept to a minimum
when it comes to handling public
funds. The country has strin-
gent laws against the misuse of
people’s money, and these laws
must be properly applied, ensur-
ing that public funds are utilized
for their intended and officially
specified purposes. State audi-
tors have also stressed that even
CIF is subject to general auditing

regulation.

- Of the P10. 14-b1]110n CIF in
_ the P5.768-trillion 2024 national
expenditure program proposed
' to Congress by the executive
bran'ch, the bulk or P4.5 billion
is allocated to the Office of the
President, mcludmg a higher
outlay for overseas trips.

The Department of National
Defense will get P2.68 billion.
The Department of the Interior
and Local Government, which
supervises the Philippine Na-
. tional Police, Bureau of Jail
Management and Penology
and Bureau of Fire P‘rbte,cti_on,

ls allocated P906.62 million in

CIF while the Department of
Justice, which oversees prisons

and the N‘ twnal Bureau of In-

veshgaa ,is gettmg P471.29
million. :;s
Most eontmv@l:slal is the P500

million in CIF allocated to the

‘Office of the 'Vice President,

plus another P150 million to the
Deparhne.nt of Education, which
is headed concurrently by Vice
President Sara Duterte. Some

quarters arejasking why P150 -
million is being set aside for con-

fidential purposes when public

schools lack almost everything

from classrooms to teachers and
school supplies.

The Department of Infor-

mation and Communications
Technology will get P300 mil-
lion while the Department of

Agriculture, which President
Marcos concurtently heads, will :

get P50 million. The rest of the
CIF is divided amcmg several
other agencies. :

Some critics have likened
the CIF to the congressional
pork barrel that the Supreme
Court had abolished for being
unconstitutional. The SC had
prohibited the earmarking of
projects for funding after the
annual General Appropriations
Act has been passed. Use of the
CIF goes beyond this, the critics
says, because it allows a:degree
of secrecy in the use of people’s
money.

The issue, like the pork barrel,
may also end up in court. The
executive should not wait for a

court ruling in reassuring the na-

tion that public funds are bemg
used judiciously, with transpar-
ency and accountability.
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BOUNTY FROM

THE SOUTH SE.

One-third of the Philippines’s fish production comes from BARMM

LAKE Lanao, Lanao del Sur. MARY GRACE VARELA | DREAMSTIME.COM

By MANUEL T. CAYON

AVAO CITY—A third of the
 country’s total fish production
comes from the Bangsamoro
| Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM), maintaining its
performance as the country’s top fish
producer for the last three years.
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BARMM contributed 31.6
percent of the total fisheries pro-
duction for the first quarter of
 this year, according to the Fish-
eries Situationer released by the
Philippine Statistics Authority
- (PSA) on June 29.

~ Thé BARMM was followed
by Region IX (Zambuanga Penin-
sula) with 11.6 percent, Region

III (Central Luzon) with 10.8 per- i

cent, and Regmn IV (Calabarzon)
with 8.6 percent.

The BARMM récorded the

highest fishery production in the
entire Phlhppmes for two con-
secutive years in 2021 and 2022,
with production volume of 4.25
million metric tons (MMT) and
4. 34 MMT, respectively.

- These accounted for the two
years’ 30.57 percent and 41.27
percent growth respectively.

Last year’s production for the
country’s fisheries sector was an
all-tlme-h1gh growth of 2.16 per-.
cent in productmn volume since
2010. ' :

Collaboratlon
'PENDATUN PATARASA dn'ec-
tor-general for fishery services of
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
ery and Ag'ranan Reform (Mafar),
attributed the performance “to -
the strengthened collaboration
between relevant government in- -
strumentalities, ‘the pr1v‘ate sec-
tor, the fisherfolk, and other key
stakeholders.”

Pat’arasa added, 'Ihe fac-

Puidgﬁm's._hﬁma.mmmﬁsmomom

i

'_tors in sustaining thg; ﬁshenes.
i production i increase are the ton--

 tinuing technical assistance and

~on capture,
- post-harvest and marketing to

- capacity building, provision of

appropnate productmn support
aquaculture, and

the fisherfolk, and strengthened
Fishery Regulatory, Quarantme
and Law Enforcement across the
region.”

‘To sustain the gains in the
fisheries sector, the ministry,
he said, must double‘its efforts

~ to ensure the implementation
of pIans and programs that

. Aquatic ;
‘and Mafar met to discuss the re-

A dﬁr}.

R T A P — e

maximize its contribution to-

" ward improving the regional
economy, increasing fisherfolk’s

income, and ach1ev1ng a food-

. secure Bangsamoro region.

~ In April this year, officials
from DA’s Bureau of Fisheries and
Resources (DA-BFAR)

cent directive of President Ferdi-

~ nand R. Marcos Jr. to expand the

country's fisheries productmn by
10 percent.

BFAR Director and Assistant
National Director Isidro Velayo,

'BFAR National Director Atty. De-

mosthenes Escoto, Regional Di-

. rector Sammy. Malvas, Fisheries
- Plannin
' Maria Abegail Albaladejo, met
- Mafar’s Patarasa, Director II for
Fisheries Operations Dr. Mac-

, and Evaluation Chief

mod Mamalangkap, and Director -

for Agrarian Reform Support Ser-

vices Dr. Tong Pinguiaman, :
The Mafar has eyed high-

impact projects such as post- ¢

harvest facilities, including sea-

~ weed warehouse, construction,

and rehabilitation of existing fish

ports/landings to reduce the high

fisheries post—harvest losses.
“Mafar is looking at aug-
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menting the production of the:
‘regional production both in aqua-

culture and fisheries,”
said;
Support programs

THE Bangsamoro Transition Au-

thority (BTA), the ad hoc Parlia-

ment of the region, chipped in to
strengthen this huge contribu-
tion to the natlonal fisheries pro-
duction. '
Member of Parliament Ali
Sangki has proposed the estab-
lishment of the Bureau of Agri-
cultural and Fisheries Engineer-
ing (BAFE) in BARMM, not only
to continue its production perfor-
mance but also to modernize and
jagro-industrialize” the agricul-
tural and fisheries sector in the
Bangsamoro region. |
‘The BTA Bill No. 221, or Bu-
“reau of Agricultural and Biosys-
tems Engineering Services Act
of 2020, aims to strengthen and
institutionalize agricultural and
biosystems engineering services
of the local government units to
enhance regional food security
and economic prosperity.
~ PSA data showed that the ag-
ri-fisheries sector accounted for
the largest share of the region's
total economic performance in
2018, contributing 55.6 percent
of its 7.2-percent growth rate
in the Gross Regional Domestic
Product. : :
The proposed BAFE-BARMM
will operate under Mafar, “taking
charge of various crucial tasks,
such as fisheries mechanization,

farm-to-market roads, agri-fish- -

eriesinfrastructure development,
- soil and water conservation, rural
agro-industrialization, and food
logistics infrastructures.”

The bureau will also be. re-
sponsible for preparing, evaluat-
ing and recommending engineer-
ing plans, designs and technical
specifications for agricultural,
fisheries and b1osystems mecha-

nization, irrigation and infra-

. structure projects.

s ssmins A broader look al todays broines

Patarasa
»

" Plan. , H
Earlier in June, the Bangsam- :

As part of ‘the proposal, the

: agncultural and biosystems en- . |
‘gineering groups or units within

the first-, to third-class provin-

~cial, city, and mumupal local gov- -
ernment umts in BARMM will be

strengthened, institutionalized
and transformed into Agricultur-

al and Biosystems Engineering .

(ABE) offices.
The BAFE-BARMM and oth-
er agencies and professional or-

. ganizations will formulate and

implement an Agricultural and

' Biosystems Engineering Human

Resource Development Master

oro Parliament introduced Bill

No. 180, or the Bangsamoro In-

tegrated Coastal Management
Act of 2023, to establish a mecha-
nism and adopt an integrated
coastal management policy that
will promote sustainable devel-
opment while preserving the eco-
logical integrity of the region.

The authors of the bill, MPs

- Amilbahar Mawallil, Rasol Mit-
mug Jr., Sittie Fahanie Uy-Oyod,
 JEishend Dilangalen,

and Ha-
mid Malik, said the coastal areas
serve as crucial transportation
hubs, connectmg communities
within the region and across the
country

Mawallil. also noted that
these environments face vari-

ous threats, including overfish- -

ing, pollution, habitat destruc-
tion, and the impacts of climate
change such as rising sea levels
and increasing ocean tempera—
tures.

Reguiatmg ﬁshmg practlces, ;

reducing pollution, and conserv-
ing habitat areas through the es-
tablishment of marine protected
areas arehm

the continued health and produc-
tivity of coastal environments.
“By implementing measures

to safeguard these valuable eco-
- systems, we can ensure that they
_continue to provide benefits to

ong the keymeasutes- |
highlighted in the bill to ensure

-A\ -1A1,

current and future generations,”
Mawallil said.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Natural Resources and
Energy will provide guidelines

~ for coastal zoning and manage-

ment, including the delineation

" of coastal areas, identification of
. land uses, and regulation of ac-

tivities in the coastal zone.

- An Integrated Coastal Man-
agement Council will be created
to oversee the implementation
of the integrated coastal man-
agement policy. This council will

- develop and implement a coastal

management plan, take mea-
sures to  protect and conserve
coastal and marine. ecosystems,

* coordinate with law enforcement

agencies to enforce Iaws and
regulations, collaborate with the
Ministry of Trade, Investments
and Tourism to develop sustain-
able economic activities, and
work with the Ministry of the

" Interior and Local Government

to ensure the active part:c:patmn
of local government units and
stakeholders in the integrated
coastal management process.

Improvements

BARMM has steadily dusted off
the ashes of its reputation of
bemg the poorest among the re-
gions, to set a record-after- record
performance. It was recently rec-
ognized as posting the 10th fast-
est economic growth among all
regions in the country, with its
economy growing at 6.6 percent
in 2022.

PSA—BARMM Regional Di-
rector Akan Tula reported that
the agricultural, ‘fisheries and
forestry sector increased to 3.5
percent, industry'increased to 6.1
percent, and services sector in-
creased to 9.8 percent.

“The economic performance
of BARMM grew by 6.6 percent
in 2022, though slower than the
previous year’s growth rate at

- 7.5 percent, but still increased—
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which indicates good economic
performance of the region,” Tula
said.

“This means that in 2022,
BARMM'’s per capita household
final consumption expenditure
was estimated at P56,970, higher
by 4.5 percent than the previous
year’s level, which was estimated
at P54,528," he added.

By May this year, BARMM
ranked sixth lowest among all re-

gions in the Philippines with a no-
table inflation rate of 6.1 percent.
This figure marks a significant
drop from April’s 6.7 percent,

By June, BARMM’s inflation
rate dropped to 6 percent.

In his second State of the
Nation Address, President Fer-
dinand .R. Marcos Jr. said his
administration was proud of the
progress in the BARMM.

“It will be self-governing, it
will be progressive, and it will be
effective,” the President said, cit-

ing the transition phase which
saw local governments, royal
families, Moro National Libera-
tion Front (MNLE), and Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
all engaged and represented, with
the support of the international
community.

“Through the BARMM, we
have strengthened the nation’s
prospects for finally achieving
sustainable progress anchored on
a true and lasting peace in South-
ern Philippines,” he said.

Page L{ of q



-l MABILIS SA BALITA

Date: PUeo- O, 2p23 Page: 1

iﬂﬁ{: LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Pilipino Star

ng masang intelihente

Date: _ fU6: 06, 720232 Page: 2
N7y
“‘\‘?‘?,Z: LIBRARY
ift

& porroofF AGRICULTURE

Page of



PEOPLES

: ,{; LIBRARY Everybodys Newspaper
3.3\ CEPT. OF AGRICULTURES — U 0B, 2093
RICE SUPPLY: MORE THAN ENOUGH £C : ‘Emwuqmom'ﬂs Pice: 4
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IT is. certamly heartenmg to know that therice
supply in'the Philippines ismore than enough
for the comingmonths.

Of course, this is good news since rice is the

 staple food for about 80 percent of the Filipino
people. 4
In fact, it is the single most important agricul-
tirral crop in the country, where the world fa-
‘mousInternational Rice Reseatch Institute (IRRI)
‘1s located.

The Department of Agnculture (DA), through
Undersecretary Leocadio Santiago, announced
the " good news"' dsuring arecent"Laging Han-
da" public briefing.

Concurréntly headed by Pre31dent Marcos,
the agriculture department said there's no rice
shortage despite the fact that Typhoon Egay
ravaged the agriculture sector.

"Our rice supply is more than enough for our
needs forthe next few months," said Sebastian,
adding the rice sector incurred a staggering’
P1.75 billion in losses.

He said: "We are at the peak of planting, we
expect that this month there will be harvests,
and in September there will be many harvests.
We have a sufficient supply of rice.’

Despite the "good news," concerned govern- -
ment offices and agencies and even the general -
public ought to remain vigilant not only in the
metropolis but elsewhere.

Admittedly, unscrupulous traders(may take i
advantage of the situation, particularly in far-
flung communities.

Sigurado, nandiyan lang ang mga wa-
lang pusong profiteer, hoarder atiba bang
mapagsamantalang negosyante na gus-
tong kumita ng malakl sa madahng pana-
hon. ROBOSTTRRR LN (S
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BSP ready for key
rates adJ ustments

THE Bangkd
(BSP) recently reiterated its commit-
mentto adjusting its policy stance to

ng Pl.hpma.';

address the expansion of price pres-.
sures even a:xliedomeshc inflation
-rate cnntmues to ease. :

The rate of price mshwed x to support the timely and effectwe,,

furtherto4.7 percentin Jul thelowmt
since March 2022, from the previous
month’s 5.4 tand the previous:
year’s 6.4 percent, bringing the year-
to-date average to 6.8 percen
. The BSP said ﬂxedeoelep:atlomsm
linewithitsexpectationsofasustained .
slowdown to between 4.1 and 49
percentin July, and towithin the gov- -
mt’sZpercmtto4peroem'target
-band in the last quarter of this year .
without any su Tl

However, it Sal.d upside nskscon
hnuehodommatethemwmnmentdue
to the “potential impact of additional .
transport fare increases, hi -than-
expected minimum wageadj tmmlls
~in other ons, tent y
constl:amtl:ﬁ k&yfm ElNifo -
weather conditions, and possible
lmock—ofneffectsofhxgh:i: rateson
* prices o aj tural items.” .
s e
cmmteredby”themactofaweaker—

ery’_ = o ;
e

R

to prevent the futhet Broademng of
price pressures, as well as the emer-
of additional second-order ef-

in view of the persistent upside
nskstoﬂ;gmﬂahoneuﬂpo " itsaid.
. Thecentral banksaid it “continues

lmplemmtatmn
‘ernment measures to: nutlgahe !
pact of persistent supply-s:de pres—
‘suresoninflation.” .,

In terms of the| monﬂx—on—month

_changein the headline mﬂahﬂn rate, -

- Rizal Commercial ng Corp. chief
economist Michael ot said the
- rate was 0.1 last July, alqwer
than the prev,xous month’s 0.2 per-
cent.. 2

- He atu-ibuted the declme bo the
impactoflagged effects of recentstorm
- damage that resulted in higher prices
- of someagricultural products,as well
- as higher prices of domestic fuel pric-
esand&\ensemthemuumumwagem

5 mqumbonssmtihrough
e-maal by ﬂ):e Philippine News Agen-
cy (PNA), Ricafort said he the
wngofthemﬂat:mratemdcwabrt
mﬂ'teconmgmon&lsbemusenf&\ese

mwmmw
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