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Irrigation deputy named _
BAGUIO CITY — President Ferdinand R
Marcos, Jr. has appointed former National
Tobacco Administrator (NTA) Robert Victor.
Seares, Jr. as deputy administrator of the Na-
tional Irrigation Administration (NIA). - :

- Mr. Seares Jr. took his oath before Execu-
-nve Secretary Lucas P. Bersamin: ztthe pres:—
dential palace in Manila on Aug. 9. i

He was ex-President Rodrigo R Duterte’s
-administrator at the NTA at the age of 40,
" the youngest ever appointed to the position,
after his father; former NTA Administrator
' Robert Lizardo Seares Sr. died - Arl:emio
A. Dumlao
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Retail prices of rice can surpass

1998 crisis level’

e roe
\“\

i The pfesent high retail prices of =~ Montemayor earlier also warnied of 2018, the highest retail price of‘ne:gular
rice are comparable to the 1998 rice = arepeat of the rice crisis mzb during milled rice was P46.19 per kilo and
crisis and can even surpass that level TR S 2

amid the continued spike in prices of NEA warehouses tapped to store smuggled sugar. Story on Page 2.

the grains, Federation of Free Farmers — ; T s 0 I
(FFF) national manager Raul Mon- the Duterte administration. =~ = - well-milled rice was P49.44 per kilo.
temayor said yesterday. “During the rice crisis in October We are now at that level and the peak

harvest season will still be in October,”
- Montemayor said in an interview with

The STAR.

- While it is understandable that the

‘government does not want to create
‘panic, unless necessary actions are

will affect President Marcos,” he added.:

Montemayor noted that even if there

is still supply of rice in the market, the

price spike in the last few weeks.already

reached P7 per kilo. :

He said there was an abrupt increase in
the farmgatet.l;:rice; of palay. From P23, it
became P30, then P34 and now traders are
procuring at P37 per kilo, which means
that rice millers are willing to pay higher

farmgate prices as they take advantage of -

the lean months.

~ “If the farmgate price of palay is P34
r kilo, the retail price of rice will range

vetween P65 and P70 per kilo for premium

grade. The retail price of regular milled rice

is going up because a spike in the premium

grade is influencing it,” he noted.

Montemayor said that National Food
Authority Administrator Robert Bioco
also wrote a confidential memorandum
to Marcos in April regarding a possible
shortage of rice.

“We (Montemayor and Bioco) have the
same forecast. The DA does not want to
admit that there is a problem, as it will
prove that they failed with their pro-
grams. That's my reading but they need
to face the problem head on and tell the
truth. If the problem (in the rice su%l‘:)ly

-and ﬁces) will lPersist in September, they
will be faulted,” he said.

The FFF official recalled that when the
rice crisis hit in 2018, the government al-

Turn to Page 5

- lowed immediate importation.

. “When the importation was made,
the retail prices of rice immediately went
down. This time, the private sector does
not want to import while the government
“is barred from importing so we are in a

- difficult situation,” Montemayor added.

" According to Montemayor, there is also
a possibility that the country will have a
shortage in water for irrigation amid the
threat of the El Nifio phenomenon.

'He said that while the importers com-
mitted at least 300,000 metric tons of rice, a
deficit s still expected, as the country needs
atleast 700,000 metric tons in September.

Montemayor said that officials of the
DA may not be giving the actual data to
the President after he gave assurance on
the country’s rice supply.

“Officials shoulggssue statements
without connecting it to possible short-
ages like stop wasting rice, and eat al-

- ternative food like sweet potato. There

are no messages to conserve rice. Their
message was only ‘don’t worry, we have
enough stocks,’” he said.

‘Montemayor said that as early as April
2023, he stressed the need to import atleast
two million metric tons (MT) of rice by June
2023 to ensure 60 days of rice inventory.

“As of July, the total imports only
‘reached 1.9 million MT and'%y August
1, the inventory was only 39 days,” he

' noted.

. Montemayorwarned that hunger will
further f‘go. up amid the spike in retail
prices of rice. — Bella Cariaso
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PH, Zimbabwe to boost cooperation
in agriculture, education sectors

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR The President welcomed Zim- She said that like the Philippines, “We found inspiration from the
& - babwean non-resident ambassa-  Zimbabwe is putting priotity on  way your country assists citizens in
ZIMBABWE and the Philippines . dor-designate to the Philippines  strengthening the agricultural and  the diaspora to make meaningful

yesterday vowed to enhance coop-
eration in agriculture and educa-
tion, among other sectors.

The Presidential Communica-
tions Office (PCO) said President
Marcos Jr. underscored the impor-
tance of forging an agreement with
the government of Zimbabwe to
institutionalize efforts to boost the
agricultural and education sectors
of the two countries.

Constance Chemwayi during her
presentation of credentials in
Malacanang.

Chemwayi will be based in
Malaysia.

The envoy said she is iookmg
forward o' a lot that Zimbabwe
can learn from the Philippines,
especially in terms of boosting
the economy and makmg food
sufficient.

that,”” Marcos said.

infrastructure sectors in a bid to
become a middle-income country
by 2030.

She said her country is pushing
for the creation of more agricul-
tural universities. :

Chemwayi also expressed inter-
est in learning from the Philip-
pines’ expetience in mobilizing its
citizens, especially those residing
abroad.

contributions to the economy of
their country,” she said.

Marcos said the Philippines
is more than willing to help
Zimbabwe, and it has “very well-
developed research and develop-
ment and schools that have been
actually the premier schools for
agriculturists and agronomists

See PH> Page B3

Mamoscxpmsod}usgmnmdem&leViemzm

PH

' The Philippines and Zimbabwe commemo- ese envoy for bringing

" hete in Asia.” : rated the 43rd anniversary of diplomatic rela-  diplomatic relations be-

| “Like you, we are l‘arioriﬁzing agiicu.lture And  tions formally established on April 18, 1980. . tween the Phlhppl;ﬁ

| in fact, it is both the supply and the price of Apart from Chemwayi, the President also andeamdoser, )
 agricultural commodities. And with that, we talk  received Vietnamese Ambassador Hoang }-Iuy for making progtess in

| not only about products, but even the inputs Chung who made a farewell call in Malacafiang vanousd:plomn:cdm
, such as fertilizer. I think we are all undergoing  yesterday. particularly in trade.
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At around this time last
year, agriculture producers
 were already reminding the
government that orders must
be placed for the importation
‘of white onions, since domes-
tic output usually runs outin
the third quarter, and a short-
age could put pressure on the-
supply and consequently the
price of red onions.

The reminder was brushed
aside, amid shrill warnings
about public officials out
to make money from agri-
cultural importations. Sure.
enough, the onion shortage
started. By the time the holi-
day season rolled around,
red onion prices had shot

{ uptoan eye-watermg P700

~ to P750 a kilo, there was no
" white onion to be had, and

memes abounded about on-

~ ions becoming more precious
than gold.

This tlme, with domes-
tic white onion production
again slowing down and
existing stocks good only for

_about a month, and red on-
ion prices again rising in the
market, the Department of
Agriculture has announced
that at least 4,000 metpc tons
of imported vﬂu{e ‘onions
are expected to arrive withm
a week.

. While waiting for the im-

= ports to arrive and. retail

% ten the!pulihﬂs
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by the govemmeub

akilo.
fused to softeq

ported sugar since the

onion cartel The names are
not new, but_no one has faced
criminal indictment so far, es-.
pecially for what probers say
is an offense that constitutes
economic sabotage.

People are also waiting for
the prices of another basic

food commodity, sugar, to
‘come down from the strato-

sphere. This does not refer
to prices in the heavily subsi-
dized Kadiwa outlets, where
smuggled sugar co_nﬁécqgred
portedly be macfe‘évhlable
and where the;goverﬁem‘.
also sells rice at ng.s’éior P25 .
‘mfh" >

At regular outlets, sugar
prices have amazingly re- -

[: esplte the

arrival of hundreds of thou- -
sands of metric tons% im-

quarter of 2022. This indicaf g

cartelized supply andmﬂ' e

; TQE' '
manipulation, accordmg to
certain quarters in ‘snga,t %
mduétry, but so far, it dqesn’t ,

look like anyone is going to -
be held accountable for the
illegal activities. In t

users and micro ‘entrepre-
neurs alike have suff red
from the high prices f:, A%

Inﬂatlongslllowé'd own for
a fifth straight month last
June, but food inflation con-
tinued to be the biggest driv-
er. And confectionery and

ities to sweetened beverages still
agricul- acconnted for a hefty chunk

ﬁon. The u_lﬂa-
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‘DA: 4,000 MT

of white onions
arriving next week

By BELLA CARIASO

With present stocks
seen to last only a month,
at least 4,000 metric tons

of white onions are ex-

pected to arrive in the
country next week, ac-

cording to officials of the

Department of Agricul-

ture (DA) and Bureau of

Plant Industry.

: DA’f From Page 1
Marcos or. Agriculture Se-
nior Undersecretary Domingo
Panganiban to issue a special
order for the importation of
onions. w

Estoperez said the BP
should orily issue sanitary and

phytosanitary import clear- -

ance to importers who intend
to procure the bulbs.

Based on the inventory of
the BPJ, the country’s stock for
white onions would only last
for 30 days. '

Stocks of red onions in cold
storage facilities are estimated
to reach 100 days. :

“We are doing this (impor-
tation) to sustain the current
retail prices and prevent prices
from spiking again,”
ez said, referring to the situa-

tion in December wherein the
retail prices of onions reached
‘as high as P720 per kilo. =~ '

He said the DA was able

to maintain the retail prices
‘of onions at below P200 per

kilo after the harvest in April.

Retail prices of local red on-
ions ranged between P140
and P190 per kilo; local white
onions between P110 and P170
and imported white onions be-
tween P110 and P160 per kilo.
~ Estoperez urged traders to

stopxi'\oarding red onions to

Estoper-

BPI Director Gerald
Glenn Panganiban yes-
* terday said the imported
white onions would ar-
rive in the next seven days.
In a separate inter-
‘view, Agriculture As-
sistant Secretary and
‘deputy spokesman Rex
Estoperez said there is
‘no need for President
Turn to Page 4

prevent artificial shortage.

“If the red onions will not
be released from cold storages,
that will be to their (traders)
disadvantage. They should not

force us to.import red onions.

as it is detrimental to them.
We are appez_nlinghto traders
to cooperate with the gov-
ernment,” Estoperez added.
He said the DA has learned
from the spike of retail prices

0N Onions.

_ “We will not allow that
(P720 per kilo of onions) to
happen as last time they prom-
ised to release the inventory,
but it did not happen and
cause a delay in the importa-
tion,” Estoperez said.

- He said the importation of

d'ey
ks
X

Wl
w#
o8
‘I

W DEPT.

white onions is needed due -

to high demand from restau-
rants and institutional buyers.
The retail price of onions will
be maintained until the next
harvest next year, he said.

“We want it (current price)
to be sustained or even lower,
depending on the harvest of
farmers if they have a bumper
harvest,” he said.

Estoperez said the six-

month preventive suspension.

against Agriculture Assistant
Secretary Kristine Evangelista
and other officials showed the
need to abide by the rules and

regulations to prevent a simi--

lar situation from happening.
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500 kilos
of ‘hot’ meat
seized
At least 500 il of fishan:
dled meat were confiscated from

five establishments in Parafiaque
City on Thursday, according to

the Department of Agnculture'-
(DA).,

Dennis Solomon of the DA
Inspectorate and Enforcement
group led the operation.

.- Solomon said most of the con-

fiscated “hot” meat came from.

China, including Peking duck,
black chicken and other pork
products.

The DA has banned the'i impor-
tation of meat from China amid

the outbreak of African swme ,

fever there.

According to Solomon, the DA :

also seized meat products after
vendors fajledi to present neces-

-sary permits from the National

‘Meat Inspection Service. .

~Bella Canaso, Daphe Galvez |
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How to replicate the sweet success of PH cacao

o promote private sector

leadership needed in agri-

culture transformation, we

must identify models to
replicate for other key agricul-
ture commodities. One success-
ful model was already done in
the cacao industry.

Last July 14, Department of.

Trade and Industry Undersec-
retary Blesila Lantayona de-
scribed the Philippine Cacao In-
dustry Association (PCIA) as the
private sector arm of the pub-
lic-private Philippine Cacao In-
dustry Council (PCIC). The PCIA
members have been actively
working with the PCIC in the
implementation of its projects,
activities and programs.

Background

During a previous adminis-
tration, the Department of Agri-
culture (DA) identified cacao as
one of its key high-value crops.
However, there was no unity
among the private sector stake-
holders. Consequently, in- August
2015, the PCIC was formed along-
side 16 Regional Cacao Industry

COMMENTARY

ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

]

Councils. The PCIC is composed
of public and private sector rep-
resentatives. It is chaired by an
elected private sector represen-
tative and cochaired by an offi-
cial of the DA, which is the lead
government agency. The com-
pletely private sector PCIA also
supports the PCIC at the regional
levels.

Here are seven key PCIA
achievements over the last two
years:

1. Annual Cacao Congress:
Funded mostly by the private
sector, it covers topics such as
global markets and soil suitabil-
ity. This year’s Congress will
focus on productivity and pro-
mote steps for the Philippines
to have the best chocolate m
the whole world. |

2. Monthly “Usapang Kakao
at Tsokolate”: For the past two

years, attendance has reached
2,787 industry participants.
There have been 5,398 month-
ly Facebook live engagements,
with further reach of 19,973.
This monthly
meeting provides easy accessi-
bility to the latest technologies
and issues.

3. Soil suitability climate

change maps: PCIA has iden- .

tified suitable cacao areas that
consider both soil suitability and
climate change conditions. The
move has modified campaigns
which haphazardly promote ca-
cao in inappropriate areas.
' - 4. Harmonized produc-
tion and postharvest techni-
cal publication: The PCIA has
gathered the best experts in ca-
cao production and processing.
They then published a harmo-
nized technical guidebook on
best practices used nationwide.
5. Quality awards: The PCIA
institutionalized (and sponsors)
the annual Philippine Cacao
Quality Awards. As a result, the
Philippines has won gold and
silver awards in the most pres-

internet-aided

tigious chocolate award compe-
titions in the world.

6. Training: A memorandum
of agreement has been signed
between PCIA and the Technical
Education and Skills Develop-
ment Authority, in collaboration
with the DA, Agriculture Train-
ing Institute and PCIC for train-
ing programs for cacao farmers
and processors. Training mod-
ules and model farms have\also
been developed.

7. Marketing: PCIA assists in
marketing cacao products. Coor-
dination is done with producers,
processors and market outlets.

Emphasis

The PCIA = emphasizes
two points. First, our average
7oo-milligram yield must be in-
creased to two kilos per plant to
ensure farmer profitability and
sustainability. Second, while we
have won gold medals in world-
wide competitions, still very
few have achieved this level.
More individuals must be em-
powered to attain this kind of
global excellence so that Philip-

pine chocolate can earn a proud

“Tatak Pinoy” label and be rec-
ognized globally. y

The government must pro-
vide the necessary missing ser-
vices, which the private sector
cannot sufficiently do by them-
selves. These include research,
genome banking, breeding, train-
ing and marketing. Congress
must also allocate a significant

“butlget for cacao development.

Other key high-value prod-
ucts should feollow the cacao
public-private model and put
the Philippines back on the
global agriculture - leadership
map. Only then can we move
our desired agriculture trans-
formation from rhetoric to re-
ality. ma

N
"The author is Agriwatch chair, former
secretary of presidential flagship programs
and projects, and former undersecretary
of the Department of Agriculture

and the Department of Trade and Industry.
Contact is agriwatch_phil@yahoo.com.
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- ‘culture (DA) sﬂgl that the :

Brunei Darussalam-Indo-
nesia-Malaysia-Philippines

East_&sean Grcét;\,Arn f

(BIMP-EAGA) partnership ' wtentlal

will help str
supp and
the @gro and fisheries s sec-

" tor in the country.

“With the new trade
routes that have been
opened... we wlll‘ be
able to take advintage Y
of greater, stronger con-
nectivity and through
improvement of shlpping
Ilnkages, air linkages as
well as land transfer con-
nectlvlty, said DA Under-
secretary Mercedlta Som-
billa during an economlc 3
brlefing on Wednesday.

Sombilla added that the
BIMP-EAGA will also maxi-
mize the me‘moranduhl ‘of
agreement among these
four countries. She added
that there is one, cui‘rently
in place with Indonesia
and Malaysia. J

The Philippines and Bru-
nei, meanwhile, discussed
pbtentia! agricultural
trade opportunitles last
month.

The DA sald in order
to help Bl‘unel's increas-
ing demand for rlce, the
Philippines will be explor-

gthen the

ing heightened production'

and export opportuni- .
ties for local Jasmine and
sticky rice variants while

Bed%y ¥

A TR

f sib.lﬁtlesﬂf mrtfng
halal meat products to the
Philippines.

? discus sed 'lhs.pu

pelﬂng of Brunei
to Filipino industriesasa

lue chains in pqg_ductlon-h(ﬂ; ofguual

. products.

‘Sombilla said that the
current exports to the four
countries are the “tradi-
tional” products such as

_tobacco, coconut oil and

halal products. e
She also hmphaslzed
that Mlndanao isa very
sirﬂéglc r‘e’gioh" because
it is situated in the center
of three major routes of
the BIMP-EAGA ctrrrldor.
. “Mindanao is the nerve
center of barter trade
of the BIMP-EAGA L said
Sbmbilla. I0kHs
She added that Davao
Region, with its emerging
In?rasgru‘cture and strate-
gic location in the Sbuth

~ Eastern Economic Corridor

of BIMP-EAGA and the

relatively low cost labor,

is essential to the gl‘owlng' j
trade ties with the coun-
try’s Malaysian partners.
The BIMP-EAGA was
establfshed in 1994 by the
four countries as a share&
strategy to accelerate so-

- cioeconomic development _

of their less developed
and geographically refndte
areas. o :
JANINE AI.EXIS MIGbEL
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; 'hoi Gov. Aris Aumentado,
iginiit nito na na-contain

na umano kaso
ng Afﬁcanaggvlnn‘gaFevar
sa Pilar.
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Tland BARMM’s MTIT ink
act for Halal industry devt

By ANDREA E.SAN JuAN
W @andreasanjuan

HE Department of Trade
Tand Industry (DTI) has

inked an agreement with
the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM) Ministry of Trade, In-
vestments, and Tourism (MTIT) as
the agency aims to promote Halal
industry development to -foster
economic growth in the region.

Inanews statement released on
Thursday, DTI said the memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) aims to
promote business development in
targeted BARMM areas.

In particular, DTI noted the
projects and activities seek pro-
vide services to project benefi-
ciaries relating to livelihood,
entrepreneurship, investment,
financial literacy, marketing ac-
cess, and other services neces-
sary for the establishment of a
business, efficiency, and sustain-

ability of business operations,
effective business management,
and improvement of products or
services.

For his part, BARMM Chief
Minister Ahod Ebrahim expressed
optimism that the agreement will
advance economic development
in the region and generate higher
income and higher quality employ-

ment for the people of Mindanao. '

DTI said the partnership is
targeted to assist over 100 mi-
cro, small, and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs), which shall be
empowered through capacity
building, business counseling,
and mentorship leading as Halal
practitioners.

Halalis considereda “sunrise” in-
dustry, with a current value of $2.3

‘trillion in the global market, and is

seen to grow by almost 50 percent
to $3.4 trillion nextyear, DTInoted.

Republic Act No.9997 man-
dates the promotion and devel-
opment of the Philippine Halal

industry, considering the huge
potential market of an estimated
1.9 billion in 2020 globally and is
projected to grow up to 2 billion
by 2030.

Rebuilding Marawi City

FOR his part, Trade Secretary Al-
fredo E. Pascual said a partnership
between DTI and MTIT would be
established toenable the DTIto cre-
ate a “positive and lasting” impact
in the community as they work to-
gethertorebuild thecity of Marawi.

Pascual recounted the Marawi
siege, which he said “resulted in
the loss of lives, displacement of
thousands of families, destruction
ofhomesandinfrastructure facili-
ties and disruption of businesses
and economic activities.”

With this, the trade chief not-
ed that DTI is taking part in the
rebuilding and rehabilitation ini-
tiative of the devastated Marawi
City by bringing back the robust
economy of the community.

“As the focal agency for entre-
preneurship, business, and liveli-
hood assistance, the DTI is sup-
porting the implementation of
Task Force Bangon Marawi Phase
1 project by providing livelihood
starter kits, establishing Shared
Service Facilities [SSFs], and fa-
cilitatingretail spaces for Maranao
products that have benefited In-
ternally Displaced Persons [IDPs],”
Pascual said in his speech during
the signing of the MOA between
DTI and BARMM-MTIT.

Meanwhile,inimplementingthe
Task Force Bangon Marawi Phase 2
project solely dedicated to carrying
out comprehensive programs for
the continuous revival of Marawi
City economy, Pascual said, “Our
primary goals under the Phase 2
project are to create jobs through
social entrepreneurship and lo-
cal tourism, train entrepreneurs,
promote halal local products and

services of MSMEs, and restore the 5g¢

creative sector.”
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- P50 and bananas

Those following the Senate
b miiuu'y into the boat acci-
. dent in Laguna de Bay that

left 27 people dead will come to a
common conclusion: there will be
Tl%é ore such deadly mishaps.
pfbblems thatbedevil many

aspects of life in our country are

the same banes that allowed that |
accident to happen: weak regula-
tion and enforcement of laws.
* ‘We spend so much on national and local leg:slafures
that churn out a voluminous amount of laws and
ordinances that are rarely enforced. A large chunk of
the national budget goes to local governments all the
way down to the grassroots, to the barang
nation suffers from chmmcally weak govemance and
substandard services.

That accident on ]uly ZZ invol the mo’tonzed e
outrigger Aya Express Was the resul to faim:g' of govf &
ernance. o

As the Ph]hppme Coast Cuardty has,adnuthed,

there were lapses on the part of PCG pe!squel that
allowed the boat to leave tﬁe Bmangonan port in Rizal
for Talim Island despite the lmgemig bad weﬁther due
to the passage of Typhoon Egay.

Facing a Senate probe last Tuesdiy, b‘oat captain
Donald Anain — one of 43 survivors in the accident
— said he merely handed P50 cash and P100 worth of
bananas to the PCG on duty at the time, and the Aya
Express was allowed to sail. At yesterday’s prices in
the wet market, that’s about a kilo of lakatan bananas.

The giving of “pampangiti” or “padulas” — some-
thing to elicit a smile or grease palms — to PCG officers
on duty at the port is common, according to Anain, who
also admitted that he has no boat captain’s license. He
said other gifts include cigarettes and liquor.

For those used to thieves in government who steal
billions from the people (and get away with it), P50 irx
cash and P100 worth of bananas can seem pathetically
penny-ante. But perhaps the small amounts involved
make the recipients believe the gifts do not constitute
bribery.

Repubhc Act 6713, the 1989 Code of Conduct and
Ethical Standards for Public Officials and Employees,
expressly prohibits government workers from soliciting
or accepting “directly or indirectly, any gift, gratuity, fa-
vor, entertainment, loan or anything of monetary value
from any person in the course of their official duties or
in connection with any operation being regulated by,
or any transaction which may be affected by the func-
tions of their office.”

Hmm... RA 6713 also states: ”Pubhc officials and
employees and their families shall lead modest lives
appropriate to their positions and income. They shall
not indulge in extravagant or ostentatious display of
wealth in any form” and must “maintain the principle

_of public accountability.” EE

ys'\%fthe'
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If top officials can’t comply with the law, what can.
be expected of those in the lower rungs of government?
They have so many examples of public officials accept-
ing (and soliciting) gifts worth a million times more
than a kilo of bananas.

Also, there are many other boats in the Binangonan
port. If each boat captain gives a kilo of bananas, the
duty officer can accumulate a large basket or tiklis by
the end of the day, W‘lth perhaps over P1,000 in cash.

There are too many boats operating at the port, Anain
told the Senate, soeaqg:boatcanembarkonmpsaﬂ'osﬁ\é
lake only about three times a week. Each trip must then
be maximized — a euphemism for overloading.

Anain admitted t%at the Aya Express, with a seating
capacity for only 35, had 70 people on board, apart from
a cargo of soft drink in cans, sacks of rice, bottles and
even motorcycles. -

Little wonder that when the passengers were fright-
ened by a squall and moved to one side of the boat,
it listed and the wooden outrigger failed to serve its

 of providing balance. The outrigger snapped

nnder the pressure ang the wood-l:rﬁ]led l;z:t capsized,
aulins an ropesmto e water. Survivors

mt;r&ﬁose who died got entangled in that mess,
le to swim to the surface. No one worelifevﬁts |
uired on passenger boats. . ¥

IF&}ltertﬁe‘ba'f\armstm'y came out,the PCGsa;d an.
association of private boat owners, the Talim Island
Motorboat and Patrons Association had in fact taken
con;rol of port operations, including clearing boats for

ailing. The PCG said it had previously filed charges of
syndic against TIPMOPA members. . 2
-~ 5o how d,the overnment allow this to happm‘? :
Did local government and barangay officials them— -
selves usurp. PCG authonty at the port?

If the, boat captam s story is true, you do feel sorry -
foﬁthe coast guards who feel they need to accept surz
giti to augment their income and bring a smile
to then' face at the end of a working day. »
= 'I'-hé‘? ,CG surely lacks personnel to inspect every
-ommercial ‘plying the more than 7,600 islands.
- cour “ ; yvhlch has one of the world’s most ex- gy
1ve Wﬂul
1JE!}1";‘11’15.%4&da s the PCG must also dedxcate much of 1ts :
nlnan resources to patrolling the coun :
western seaboardaagamst greedy foreign devils w.
mfl.;sq to abide by international maritime rules. In thxs 3
task, the PCG deserves all the support it can et, 5]
~ Our civilian coast guard is pitted against t
Coast Guard, whlchxsmdentsCenh'alNh]itarfCom e
m:sswnchmredby?md’mt)ﬁ]mpmg The CCGisau-
thorized age not ustmmnﬁmelawmfomenmt‘
but als mmbat TI!\e PCG, being a civilian agency
like ’coast guards of other countries, is not even
gu&mnzeq to equip its vessels with heavy weapons. .
Policy n}akers mﬂy jlave ‘to unburden the PCG of :
the task of eanngcomémalvessels (or atleasbthei i
er boats) for sailing throughout our archipelago. -
PCG said thelocal government of Binangonan and
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Farmer who makes mushroom
products shares tips on
professmnahzmg a farm busmess

race Pascual- Holganza a corpo-
rate accountant by trade, is the

owner of Mumshroom, a company

that sells products such as chips,
patties, and sisig made from white oyster
mushrooms cultivated on her family farm
in Nueva Ecija.

Though she technically started Mumsh-
room in 2018, just two months after being
inspired by the street food in Taiwan, it
wasn’t until 2020 - during the pandemic —
that she was able to turn her hobby into a
successful side business.

Part of Mum-
shroom’s success
lies in its profes-
sionalism, char-
acterized by Pas-
cual-Holganza’s
systematic ap-
proach to grow-
ing both her farm
and her business.
Her journey will
be featured in the

WETTETAN T

Agnculture section of Mamla Bulleﬁn She
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also shared five tips on professionalizing a business:

Utilize your network. Today’s market has become
extra competitive, so don't be afraid to ask for help
or collaborate with people whose expertise or talents
will be of help to your business in different aspects
that include conceptualization, production, and
marketing. “You have to deal with professionals,
Pascual-Holganza said. “You should have a lot of
contacts to market your products.”

Patience is a must. Starting a venture can be
lonely and frustratmg If one wants to succeed,
they must resist the uge to give up. “Being patient,
bemg persistent " Pascual-Holganza enumerates.
a _enges always be there,” she adds in

-"'I"ag’lish-..;“,(’,l‘rust in the) trial and error (process)

Don’t get frustrated.” i

Secure your funds. Th‘ére are many success sto-
ries that involve business owners struggling to find
inds in the beginning. owever, Pascual-Holganza
es having enough funds allows the budding

\ entrgpreneur »room for experimentation in order to
- perfect theu product. “(You) should be ready for

J f

some costs that will be incurred for doing a certain
project.”

Have a support group. A wife, a mother, and a
corporate accountant, Pascual- Holganza would not,
have had the time to develop Mumshroom with-
out the support and understanding of her family,
friends, and colleagues. “You cannot do it unless

‘you have friends or family who support you because

this is a passion project,” she said.

Continue to innovate. Pascual- Holganza djdn’t
stop with mushroom chips. She also developed
mushroom patties and sisig, and continues to de-
velop products and collaborate with experts to this
day. “People want novelty. When I introduced chips,
everyone wanted chips, but there will come a time
when they’ll want something else. The constant is

‘change for improvements (and) product innova-

tion... (Customers) want to try new things.”.

Watch out for Grace Pascual-Holganza’s story
about how she built Mumshroom from a hobby to
a profitable side business in the Agriculture section
of Manila Bulletin. It's coming soon!
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