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mong the many food products, Filipinos
are most concerned with rice, the staple
food that completes every meal. This
. ain is so important that it has become
a political commodity: every administration’s
performance is gauged in part on how it manages
the supply and prices of the various rice varieties,
especially the ones most popular with the masses.

The Filipinos’ high expectations about the
Marcos administration’s handling of rice issues

— its supply, prices, quality and stock — may :

be traced to the fact that President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. is also the agriculture secretary, and
he has vowed to remain holding the position in

 concurrent capacity until such time that the many
problems hounding the Department of Agriculture
(DA) have been solved.

Many Filipinos are also hoping that the Presi-
dent would be able to deliver on his campaign
promise of reducing the price of rice to $20 per
kilo, from the current 35 to P49 a kilo.

PBBM watchers saw a glimmer of hope recently

‘during the inauguration of a provincial Kadiwa
store, where President Marcos announced that the
government is nearing its target of slashing rice
prices in the regular markets, not just in Kadiwa.

In answer to the concerns raised by the Fed-
eration of Free Farmers (FFF) and Bantay Bigas
that a shortage of the staple grain could occur
during the lean months of July to September
2023, Marcos met with the Private Sector Ad-
visory Council (PSAC) and the Philippine Rice
Stakeholders Movement (PRISM) in Malacafiang
early this week.

According to the Presidential Communications

~ Office, the President called the meeting to discuss -

with stakeholders the status of the rice industry
and measures to ensure sufficient rice supply in
the country. Following the meeting, the President
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declared that “the rice situation is manageable
and stable. There is enough rice for the Philippines
up to and after the El Nifio next year.”

Assuming that our farmers only maintain
present production levels, the projected ending
stock for 2023 is 1.96 million metric tons (MMT),
enough to last for 52 days, Agriculture Undersec—
retary Merceditas Sombillo said. .

She explained that the ending stock projec-
tion based on data from the Philippine Statistics
Authority presents an even better scenario as the
ending stock is projected at 2.12 MMT, which
would last for 57 days. Palay harvest season usu-
ally runs from September until November.

With a population of 108.66 million Filipinos,
the country's total annual consumption would
amount to 12.9 MMT, said the Department of Ag-
riculture in a report. According to the Philippine
Statistics Authority, a Filipino consumes a total
of 118.81 kilos of rice annually on average. This
is equivalent to 325.5 grams of milled rice daily.

PRISM lead convenor Rowena del Rosario-
Sadicon was satisfied with the positive outcome
of the meeting, adding the public may be assured
that there would be enough rice supply until the
end of the year. The agriculture group of the PSAC
which is composed of leading entrepreneurs and
tycoons in the food industry meanwhile thanked
the President for his pro-active initiative to pe-
riodically check on the supply of rice to avert any
problems. -

Present-day disruptions in the supply chain,
such as India’s decision to ban the export of its
non-basmati white rice, triggering worries about '
a forthcoming increase in the grain’s international
prices, all point to the timely need for the Philip-
pines to ramp up production.

We are confident that the DA, under President

Marcos, is working along this strategy.
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The government is considering
the importation of red onions if
the need to build a buffer stock
arises, the Bureau of Plant In-
dustry (BPI) said on Friday.

In a Zoom interview, BPI
Assistant Division Chief of Na-
tional Plant Quarantine Ser-
vices Division Henrick Exconde
said there was no definite plan
yet to import red onions be-
cause the Philippines is assured
of ample supply until mid- De-

cember.
; “Actually, we are monitor-
ing the situation on the ground
and once we gather all the in-

formanon, we will conduct
stakeholders’ consultation to
verify the information on the
available stocks,” he said.

The BPI is also evaluating’

the existing inventory to deter-

.mine whether or not to import
red onions to ensure that Fili-

pino consumers have enough
supply of this commodity,
especially during the holiday
season. ;

If authorized, Exconde
said the country might need
to import 34,000 metric tons
of red onions good for two
months.

On a monthly basis, per
capita consumption for red and
yel_l_qw_pnio_ns is placed at 17,000

MT and 4,500 MT, respectively.
As of now, the Philippines is
procuring imported yellow on-

_ions. Citing data, Exconde said
the volume of yellow onion im-

ports reached 4,313.56 MT as of
Aug. 3.

This is equivalent to 36.4
percent of the 240 sanitary and

- phytosanitary import clearanc-

es issued by the BPI for the im-
portation of 11,835 MT of yellow
onions.

Exconde explained that the
government authorized the
importation of red and yellow
onions on a regular basis to
complement or plug any sup-
ply gap ahead of the harvest
season. iNg
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! : ugniB/an na rin umano N!na GEMMA GARCIA at ANGIE DELA CRUZ * ang bansa sa kabila ng Managemenet Operation
; ) Ng. ang DA na kasalukuyang nga taon. Gayunman, sinabi sa pagtatapos ng taong Mmatinding pinsala sa n- Center ngb DA, ang da-
n1?tapos rﬁgﬁakﬁ a«angf-._.rlg_amumumlamanngu ; anyaangmaitu- ni Panganiban na kahit 2023 kulturang magkasunodna mage sa bigas dulot ng
Pilipinas ng mababang Bongbong Marcos sa tulong riceimportations  walang rice imports ay Matatandaan na bagyon ? Egﬂ}'rI at Falcon mga nagdaang bag; o|
export quotationsmulasa  India para payagan £nd param IEbabaangprasy may national rice inven- siniguro ni Pangulong - g‘ayundn abagat sa - ay umaabot na sa P1

Vietnam habang f‘t"""’ - bansa na mag-export ng  ng bigas at may malaking toryang bansana inaasa- Ferdinand Marcos Jr. sa Northern Luzon, at sa bilyon kung saan 114,735
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dla na isa rin sa nangu- -

ngunang rice 'export ng vamewayformacnun-. u"‘; ~Base sa pinaka- total annual rice produc-
country. ' to get better terms for bagbn u lat ng Disas- tion target na 19.76 milyon
Sa pahayag ni Depart« ‘the additional 300,000 to | ‘ter Risk Reduction and metriko tonelada.

ment of Agriculture (DA) 500,000 MT rice importa-
Senior Undersecretary tion "for this year s[nab| |
Domingo Panganiban, pa ni Pang&hiban
ang Vielnamese exporters  Sinabi ni Par nlban
‘ay nagbigay ng quotation na umaasa an ensiya
sa Filipino private traders: namay magan terms
ng $30 hanggangw “na mapapagkasunduan
‘Bukod dito, makikipag-  sa dagdag na rice imports
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By Julie M. Aurelio
and Nestor Corrales
@Team_Inquirer

Lawmakers have vowed to ad-
dress the “pressing concern” of
rising food inflation and food
security amid a slower 4.3 per-
cent growth in the gross domes-
tic product (GDP) in the second
quarter of 2023.

Speaker Martin Romualdez
said Congress would focus on
the agriculture sector and review
and adjust importation policies
to stabilize food prices.
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 ROMUALDEZ VOWS TOADDRESS HISING FOOD IHFI.ATIIIN

“One. pressmg concern
that’s evident is the rising food
inflation, which has been a sig-

nificant driver of the economic

slowdown. Addressing this is

paramount to ensure that every

Filipino has access to afford-
able, nutritious food while also
stimulating our agricultural
sector,” Romualdez said.

In a statement, he added
that Congress was working to-
ward a “prosperous, inclusive,
and resilient future, where food
security and economic stability
are foundational pillars.”

The Speaker made the re-
marks after the Philippine Sta-
tistics Authority (PSA) reported
that GDP grew by 4.3 percent in
the second quarter of 2023, or
slower than the 7.5 percent GDP
in the same period last year.

Romualdez said the PSA

report “highlights both our-

achievements and areas requir-
ing intensified action” as he
commended the Marcos admin-
istration’s economic managers
for “navigating our nation to-
ward recovery amidst challeng-
ing times.”

He said the lower chamber
would “focus on injecting funds
into our agricultural sector, pro-
moting modern farming ‘tech-
niques, and improving storage
and distribution infrastructure,

- as this “will help increase yield
and reduce postharvest losses.”

Review import policies

Lawmakers will also work
on measures that will optimize
supply chains and reduce logis-
tical bottlenecks to “ensure that
food reaches consumers swift-
ly, reduang costs and wastage,”

Romualdez said. ‘
He added that the House
would also review and adjust
import policies if necessary to
help stabilize food prices.
“Strategic imports, when
local supply is low, can prevent
excessive ‘price hikes .. The
House supports initiatives to

“monitor and regulate the prices

of essential commodities, en-
suring that unscrupulous prac-
tices do not exploit Filipinos,”

‘Romualdez said.

The Speaker earlier secured
Vietnam’s commitment to pro-

‘ture

vide the Philippines with a sta-
ble and affordable rice supply.
‘Rice prices in local markets

‘‘may soon decline after the gov-

ernment secured lower prices
from Vietnamese exporters,
Malacafiang said on Friday.

In a statement released
through Malacafang, Agricul-
Senior Undersecretary
Domingo Panganiban said Viet-
namese exporters have given
price quotations that were $30
to $40 lower than what was
quoted in their recent meeting
in Malacanang. Na
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on organic waste management and
. agricultural sustainability.
“By promoting sustainable
. waste transformation, ;egource re-
. coveryand agricultural innovation,
the pro;ect contributes to building
amore environmentally conscious
and economically wbmnt ;egxon,
he said.

Searca also noted that with

. Grains support, lnslklo has’ estab

Date:
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lished protocols in processmg and
_packaging laryae and compost.

“The compost is suitable for grow-

 ing leafy vegetables; such as lettuce, -

pechay and mustard.”

However, Insiklo has also re-
ported challenges in marketing or-
ganic compost and recommended
raising awareness among potential
customers and farmers. :

According to Searca, a range of
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mrs bhd: soldier ﬂy larvae that transfonn orqan!: vusf"e lnto anlm[feed aml compost for crop ofoductlon '
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mdustry clients are attracted to In-
siklo for various applications, such
as real estate waste management,
poultry manure processing. for feed
mills and tilapia cage operators,
and food waste treatment for meat
processing plants.

It said with this growing interest,
Insiklo aims to increase larva pro-
duction by upto 50 tons a month.

Eric Reynoso, Searca Emerging
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Innovation for Growth Depart-|

..ment.program head, said “ag-

ritechnology ventures is key t,o
sustainable food production.” :
“Through Searca Grains, we
call on innovators from' South-
east Asian’countries to pursue
their ideas for commercialization
and agricultural transformétjon
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