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* Former agriculture secretary

Leon,ardo Montemayor yesterday :

warned of a looming shortage of rice
if the’needed volume of grains will
not arrive before the next harvest in
October. .

Montemayor said at present, the
country’s rice mventory was only at
39 days.

“The stock is very thin before

the main harvest in October, so the .

shortage will happen if there is a gap
between the demand and the actual
supply,” he said. :

THE pHILIPPINE
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- Ex-agri chief warns of rice shortage

Montemayor also desmbed as aes-
peration on the part of govenunent

its request for India to supp‘%y rice f‘o,

the Phlhppmes due to “humanitar-
ian” consideration, and that even the

commitment bflncha and Viehaam to

ance that imported rice will come in.

“Maybe the idea is to help the
private sector who want to import
more. There were many statements
‘issued recently, that there was assur-
~ance from India and Vietnam to sell .

rice $40 cheaper but this is ]ustword

They are on the negotiation stage,”
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Montemyormoted
He said even thoughthe pmn:uged
500,000 metric tons of rice will arrive, -
the country is still short of at least_
500,000MT. -
"‘Otﬁx*eshmate is it e need a
mxmmun-r of 700,000 to one m1lhon
mefncftons of rice,” he added.

" "He said even though the supply of

rice will last through August, there
is a big possibility of a shortage in
September until the start of the main
harvest in October 2023. :

According to Montemayor, while
the government does not want the
pttﬁlic tom:l}uc, the Department of

Y Agrlculture (DA) should provide
President. .Marcos with a realistic
projection on the rice supply.

“They say at the end of the year, we

 will have a canyover stock of 52 days,

it can be true but the critical is now
" until September. The otherissue is the

~limited carryover stock, the 52 days is

still Tow. If that is the case, what we are
experiencing right now will happen
again, especially with El Nifio
in the first quarter of 2024,” he said.
At the same time, Montemayor
backed the observation that the high
retail prices of the grains are com-
parable with the rice crisis during

the incumbency of former pnesmlent
Rodrigo Duterte.

“At the very least, it (spxke‘m rice
prices) is comparable to 2016 and it
is worsening,” Montemayor z_lobed

Based on monitoring in Metro
Manila markets, the lowest retail
price of rice was at P49 per kilo and

the highest was at P65 perl'qlb

Montemayor also contradicted the

figures of the DA that based on its

monitoring, the public can still buy

_rice at P38 per kilo.

“The actual situation ca};l be seen
in the markets, grocery, not the state-
ments of the DA,” he said.
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Coco entrepreneurs, not farmers

I am a lawyer by profession, but a
coco farmer by passion, and our family
has been a coco planter since the 1920s
in Zamboanga City. I feel the need to

add to the discussion about the coconut -

industry. ‘

First and foremost, I disagree with the
idea of the PCA allocating P11 billion of
our precious coco levy funds for pur-
poses of a replanting, fertilization and

. hybridization program. By doing so, we

continue the traditional industry direc-

tion of exporting coco oil to the world
market, perpetuating our predicament
as an agricultural nation.

For the past 30 years, palm oil from
Malaysia and Indonesia has continued
to outbid and outperform the coconut
oil in export by simply underselling or
cutting the price of cooking oil. In short,
we are in a losing position against palm
oil. Let us accept the fact that talo tayo
dito — we lose here.

Instead I suggest that we use the
P11-billion coconut levy fund for na-
tional industry and manufacture of
. coconut-based products. We use the
fund to establish factories that use co-
conut to produce coco fibers, coco peat,
coco water, coco cream, coco milk, coco
soap, coco meal, coco starch and acti-
vated charcoal. Then we export these

as a raw material then afterwards im-
porting from industrialized countries
the products manufactured from coco
oil — soap, toothpaste, creams, biscuits,
ice cream, etc. -

By investing in factories, the price of
coconut will go up to P30-40 per copra
equivalent, thus directly improving
the lives of coconut farmers and they
will no Ionger need incentives to keep
on planting coconuts. We will increase
employment, increase revenue and
decrease importation, ultimately im-
proving our trade balance. This will
also give rise to secondary cottage
industries in the communities where
such factories will rise.

The PCA should stop thinking with
a farmer’s mindset of planting and
harvesting coconuts, but should start
thinking as an industrialist and entre-
preneur of coco-based producers for
local consumption and international
export. ‘

This is the way forward. Stop com-
peting with palm oil. Stop exporting
ordinary coco oil. Let us start mak-

“ing the Philippines an exporter of

finished coco-based products. Let us
use our money to build and operate
coco-based factories in the country-
side. — JUAN CLIMACO P. ELAGO

products instead of exporting coco oil II, Zamboanga City
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By Jeannette I. Andrade
@jiandradeINQ

Spéaker Martin Romualdez

on Sunday lauded the De-

. partment of Agriculture (DA)
for swiftly starting talks with
Vietnam and India for the
steady importation of rice,
ensuring the Philippines’ suf-
ficient supply of the staple.

In a statement, the Leyte
representative said, “I com-
» mend the Department of Ag-
- riculture’s quick response to
our efforts in securing a stable
and affordable rice supply for
our country.

“This is a significant step
toward fulfilling our ‘commit-
ment to the Filipino to put
food on their table at prices
within their reach,” he added.

Romualdez ‘was referring
to Agriculture Undersecretary
Domingo Panganiban’s® an-
nouncement that the depart-
‘ment started talks with the two

countries upon the instruc-

tions of President Marcos.

“This will help lower the
prices of rice as it will further
beef up our national inventory
which, even without impor-
tation, is expected to last for
52 to 57 days by end of 2023,”
Panganiban said.

He said Vietnamese ex-
porters also gave prices that

were $30-$40 lower than
those they quoted earlier..

Talks with India were
more iffy because New Delhi
announced last month that it
would temporarily ban rice
exports, so it could deal with
its own problems with price
inflation.

But Panganiban said there

‘was still a possibility that rice

sales to the Philippines would
be allowed on ,humanitalian
grounds.

Panganiban said that ne-
gotiations with Vietnam and
India could pave the way for
the country to get better terms
for the 300,000 to 500,000
metric tons of rice the Phil-
ippines needs to import this
year. :

July data from the Food
and Ag‘ncultl.lral Orgamza-
tion show a 2.8 percent surge
in rice prices, the highest in
almost 12 years, following In-

~dia’s rice export ban and ad-

verse weather conditions af-
fecting production. ‘

According to the Speaker,
“With the current volatility in
the price of rice in the world

market amid projected supply

constriction, the government

must waste no time exploring’

all available options to ensure
adequate supply and reasonable
price of our staple food.” ma
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Speaker cites DA's tapping
Vietnam, India for rice supply

By JoveE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
¥ @joveemarie

G. Romualdez on Sunday
commended the Department
of Agriculture (DA) for beginning
talks with Vietnam and India to
guarantee the nation’s adequate
supply of rice. He emphasized,
however, that the government
must move quickly to explore all
options to ensure supply and a fair
price for the staple food of the Fili-
- pino people.

The Speaker was referring to
the recent announcement of DA
Undersecretary Domingo Pan-
ganiban that upon the directive of

S PEAKER Ferdinand Martin

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., .

to open talks with Vietnam, some

- Vietnamese exporters are offering

prices that are $30 or $40 lower
~ than before.

Apart from the talks with Viet- |

nam, Panganiban said the Philippine
governmentis also working with In-
dia to discuss the possibility of their
selling the Philippines some rice on
humamtanan grounds, despite its
recent ban on all rice exports.

4 commend the Department
of Agriculture’s quick response
to our efforts in securing a stable
and affordable rice supply for our
country. This is a significant step
towards fulfﬂhng our commitment

to the Filipino to put food on their -

table/atprices within their reach,”
Romualdez said. -

It may be recalled that during
Romualdez’sbilateralmeetingwith
the Presidentofthe National Assem-

- blyof Vietnam, Vuong Dinh Hue, in
Indonesia last week, the latter gave
assurances thatVietnamwould pro-
vide the Philippines with a stable
supply of rice at affordable prices.

Romualdez and Hue met on the

eve of their participation in the

44th ATPA (Asean Inter-Parliamen-
tary Assembly) General Assembly
in Jakarta.

“With the current volatility in
the price of rice in theworld market
amid projected supply constriction,
the government mustwasteno time
exploring all available options to
ensure adequate supply and a rea-
sonable price of our staple food,”
Romualdez said. Srale

SEE “SPEAKER,” A2

Speaker. cummm

Accordmg to the Food and Ag—
riculture Organization, rice prices
for July surged by 2.8 percent to

129.7 points, the highestin almost

12 years, on the back of India’s rice
export'ban’and:adverse! weather

conditions that could impact pro-

duction.

Panganiban said the negotia-
tionswith Vietnam and India could
pave the way for the country to get
better terms forthe 300,000 metric
tons (MT) to 500,000 MT of rice it
needs to import this year.

Transparent
AS these discussions progressed,
Romualdez emphasized theimpor-
tance of maintaining transparent
and open communication between
friendly countries tofosterastron-
ger partnership. -

“Opendialogue and cooperation
are key to ensuring the success of
this endeavor..I look forward to

the positive outcomes that will
arise from these talks, as we work
together for mutually beneficial
arrangements to achieve food se-
curity and stability,” he added.

Romualdez said the assurance
of supply from Vietnam could
boost the country’s rice supply and
dampenpossibleprice spikes fueled
by speculation over possible short-
ages.

To reciprocate Vietnam’s ges-
ture, Romualdez said the Philip-
pinesiswilling to provide Vietnam
with specific products and materi-
alsitmayneed tomeetthedemands
of its industries or consumers.

Likewise, the two leaders of
parliament discussed opportuni-
ties for partnership and coopera-
tion to improve the supply chain
between the Philippines and Viet-
nam involving other agricultural
products and construction mate-
rials. such as cement.
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By RAADEE S. SAUSA
wW@raadeeboy

HEgovernmentisappealing

‘to traders to refrain from

hoarding red onions as this
canlead toanartificial shortageand
_ higher onion prices.

Agriculture Assistant Secretary
Rex Estoperezalso said the govern-
ment would be forced to import
onions if traders will not release
- their stocks.

“If the red onions will not be re-
leased from cold storages, that will
be to their [traders] disadvantage,”
he told reporters in an interview.

“They should not force us to im-
portred onions as it is detrimental
to them. Weareappealingto traders

tocooperatewith the government.”

‘Estoperez said the government
does not want to see another spike
in onion retail prices, similar to
what happened in December last
year, when red onions were sold for
as much as P720 per kilo.

“We will not allow that [P720
per kilo of onions] to happen. Last
time, the traders promised to re-
lease their inventory but it did not
happen and even caused the delay
in the importation.”

He also said the government

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

PHOTO BY NONOY LACZA

would have to allow the importa-
tion of white onions because of the
increasing demand foritamongres-

taurants and institutional buyers.

Based on the inventory of the
Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI), the
country’s stock for white onions
would only last for 30 days.

Stocks of red onionsin cold stor-
age facilities are good for 100 days,
according to BPI.

BPI Director Gerald Glenn Ban-

ganiban said at least 4,000 metric
tons (MT) of imported whiteonions
are expected to arrive in the coun-

try next week.

Estoperez said President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. must issue a special
order for the importation of onions.

Furthermore, Estoperez said
“there is no need for President

et LT TYPEPIPPTPYPEPRTPIPRRE s

Ae

d onions

[Ferdinand] Marcos [Jr.] or DA
Senior Undersecretary Domingo
Panganiban to'issue a special or-
der for the importation of more
white onions.”

“Weare doing this [importation]
to sustain the current retail prices
and prevent prices from spiking
again.” ;

Meanwhile, the DA said it is
targeting to sell smuggled sugar in
Kadiwa stores before the end of the
third quarter. ;

“December is already far away.
Ideally we are targeting within [the
third] quarter,” Estoperez said.

“We have already memorandum
of agreement [MOA] signing that’s
4,000 MTof confiscated sugar, butit
has tg be subjected to testing by the
SRA [SugarRegulatory Authority].”
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Mnaangbdangngmgamammnd theta eutic value ng VCO atiba nating
. puno, ang kasalukuy 34ual yield mga Ee d coconut p]:oduc’t?sa i
__average ay mas mababa pa sa 34 na niyog agtmnaasangexport ay tataas
- kada guthi;Ya watalagaangmga dp emand, mas maraming papasok

] 'amm. mga forelgn mvestors Magdudul ot

ltonglﬂas ak] tm%
- farmers Mbﬁ%ﬁgm uong

\

kailangan d.m pong ma-

problemang - bansa dahil pam mas

uction mllazgpa ~ maging masigla ang ekonomiya.
by Sy : S 'posafgamSuri:yhinﬂﬂmyat
g zraw na ito, qnn namtm,qg ]sa Aiahg Pagreigl‘l ervgbgg;lﬂ ‘pu-
a;?glgyang-pansma? tlm?mpurtantgy;g nito Y :lam:_nig bilang entrepreneur sa processing at'export ng
industriya sa Pilipinas—ang industriya - ERR high-value coconut products. Nang

- mga
po sa may malakmg bumlsitzi‘ kamakmlan ang pangulo sa

ng niyog. Meron tayong 69 mula sa lm 213 mgA natural iy, aming lalawigan ay pip ot

kﬂbuuang 82 prob sa bansa nanag--
m‘l: e 1525 ka ng tagtuynt at El Nifio P230 million Sustainable Agriculture
ang usu'h!r,:h? :atloah ) hen g ang mga mala- and Fishery Enterprises (SAFE) Innova-
Tka~ nga ni Pangulon‘g Ferdinand 2 : } ipi- tion Hub na nakapokus M$WW&
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. sa kanyang . Tulad na mga Bagyong markeugigngmgavalue-a ded coconut
/nakaraang State of the Nation Address - Pablo noong 2012 at “Yélanda mnoong  products para sa export_

(SONA), “Sa ating pagtahak sa kaun- 3Q13kuugsaanmlaganglgt:gng—lma na- p Isa rin po sa mlgta ngglgmg‘ kalaban

laran, walang mamamayang Pilipino ang - : D A T ang _ng dnumang expo ustry ang mga
alind kasamy abunot at nagliparali “hindi inaasahang paﬂgyayan tulad

mAHENEN. S i na bagyo. i yidey nodng dtmyaatmgagyera tulad ng

Pl e TR o
Kasama sila sa pag-angat na pmapanga :)cr)‘ilo gies "n?é: magafl}iiﬂs tech- i smagﬁtmakama;ﬂxg_
rap ni Pangulong Marcos. SR odemongsmp‘;g cgls 2 walagfpm USHY Y 8

Noon pa nangangailan,g'an din ndo.
mﬂlmﬁ o - <o Kailangan din ng mga coconut farme: AngRepu hcAct (RA) 115240 P75-
| wﬁ ?"-,‘,ﬁ  ng tul m*pdr_:g 'sggl&: piimg at  billion Coconut Farmers :#bl
. Gusto nating mapalakas " indus- ma']mpag-ajnga p na maaa- - Trust Fund Act ( ay nagbibigay ng
triya ng niyog at gawin itong mulinatop ~ ™1¢ magbigay m ng d;%gﬁlum pondo para sa mga cocﬁonut—related pro-
export earner ng bansa. Para magawa . Bagama'tang pero ayon mismo kay Philippine

natin ito, kailangan munang unahin wt coconut pmduoersa Southeast Asm Coconut Authonty (PCA) A trator

ang malawakang replanting" ptogram ﬂ&l:gmaypumkamababang ‘Bernie Cruz hindi kasama sa tinu-

gamit ang mga high-yielding varieties ekmryana4memeton -tustusan ng coco levy ang pondo para
kumparasaibangbansa may | ,-admimstmuvecostsngmgapmyekxo

g:a;lataas my&aﬁﬁm pﬂ'lu:ampmducnonremrdna 12,5MT - Kapag ginamit poangcocolevyfunds '
“nababawasan na ang mga output 'Ang mga negosyante na umaasa sa  para sa administrative cost ng mga
d il matatanda na ang mga puno. Kaya mga coconut product ay kailangan ding proyekto, kukuwestyunin agad ito ng
kailangan natin silang asistelg para sa maasistehan para magabayan sila sa Co on on Audit (COA).
replanting. m marketing outlets u mapa— Sapqnhoﬁgm nai;o ponatingh
' “Angatin po topcoconut—produmng SXPOEE Sz kasamahan kong mamba
_areas aj Da\ggo Region, Zamboanga - mabibigyan sila ng sapat nakaalaman K" na siliping mabuti ang budge
'Pemns ia, Northern Mindanao at su 7 . ngmga eksperto, mas madali nilang ary Q“ﬁﬁys para sa coconut industry sa

, ng CALABARZON Cawﬁeq.pg;ma - maipo-promote at mai-export ang mga _panukalang P5.768 trilyong General Ap-

‘ Batang'a&mzal ezbn)( w-Pmduct- Act(GM)parasaMupang
" "'Sa mga' hulmg datos, ang per-tree 3 Dapatmayag;mibongkampanyaang ngms‘mlslmpatmggsapmm
productivity sa mga myugan SRR gobyetnoupangmamm%:ve atnm Penﬁoanslalgﬂhakhat;ntgnakaﬂangangam
34 8 bumata de o A - duct tulad ng virgin coconut oil.o VCO Ang coconut mdusuy ay isa 'sa mga

puno noong 2019 kung ikukumpara sa
: na maraming tumatangkilik sa mundo. - - sektor na tu
g{ﬂiggky niyogon 11skm:llnn‘:i'pnmuft Indonesm na Iyoﬁzumdﬂﬁ makxpagsaba an sa namin sa,eK:pnngmso 'Was nanng saya-
At ang masahol pa nga rito BSGmpes : .-nsm tensynlna.km nitong ibigay
saannnsaCa‘mSur,pkungsamﬂmmn%o nshmlﬂmo“steeu”hfawle mag(aroo Dbansa. Tandaan, sabi nga
A . +-ng pokus sa medicinal, nutritionalat:, ,auzansulongm valang nas
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Fish deli 5--er1es
down 21% in Q2

By DANESSA RIVERA

Flsh de].wenes in the
coun
fish- ports (RFPs) fell
by a
quarter from last year
mainly due to unfavor-
able weather conditions.

In its quarterly bul-

letin, the Philippine
Fisheries Development

Authority (PFDA) said

the RFPs dehvered a

s nine regional

h in the second

total of 121 062.55 metnc
tons (M’I‘) of fish to con-
sumers in April to June.
The agency said
“this was a 2.23 percent
improvement from
-118,419.49 MT delivered
in the first quarter.

- However, this was
20.89 percent lower than
the 153,049.37 MT of fish
unloaded in ports in the
same period last year.

Turn to Page 5

FlSh deliveries rompser

April and Ma unloa
volu%es were Zt 44, 72d1.n§
MT and 42,814.9 MT, respec-

tivel

TI!:ese ‘were 11.84 percent
cand 1.2 t lower com-
pared to the 46,353.97 MT

and 48,563.31 MTintheeame

months last year. .
"The PFDA had cited the
early onset of the rainy sea-
son for the decline in fish
deliveries for two months.
On the other hand, June
figures improved by 12.69
rcent to 65,513.42 MT from
ast year 358 132.09 MT.
eanwhlle, the PFDA
said six fish ports are under-
oing Zpgrades in Davao,
oilo, Zamboanga, Cama-
hgan, Sual and Navotas.

'The :Davao fish port,

which is 95.51 percent com-
pleted, moves closer to be-
coming the center of business
in Davao region. i
_ "“Soon, the port can cater
to more clients and stake-
‘holders not only in the region

‘but also in nearby provinc-
es,” the agency said.
The Iloilo fish port com-

-plex continues its rehabilita-
tion program and is 84.69

peroent comlplete .

The Sual fish port up-
grade has improved sig-
nificantly at 74.51 percent

completion. - .
At 4224 t compl&
tion, the Camaligan fish port -

in Camarines Sur will soon
improve its ﬁshery products
grocessmg capacities with

etter and stronger facilities,
the PFDA said.

The upgrading of the
Zamboanga fish port com-
plex, one of the busiest port
cities in the country, is 40.20

t done.

Lastly, the two-phased

rehablhtahon of the Navotas

fish port complex is under-

way, which will provide
ter to more clients and
stakeholders in National
Capital Re ﬁon and nearby
provinces, the PFDA said.

Dana

~F



= LIBRARY
i
ﬁﬁ.’( DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Slower growth impels call for
accelerated gov't spending; industry,
agriculture need to levelup

atch up and accelerate are the twin watchwords

of the country’s economic managers in the

- _remaining four and a half months of 2023.

This developed after the National Statistician

announced that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by

4.3 percent in the second quarter. To achieve the annual

growth target, the economy must grow at between 6.6
to 6.7 percent in the second half of the year.

While noting the uptrend in tourism-related
spending and commercial investments in the first half,
they identified the factors that dampened economic
growth, namely, “high commodity prices, the lagged
effects of interest rate hikes, the contraction in govern-
ment spending, and slower global economic growth.”

The economic managers beamed the spotlight on
the need to fast-track the execution and delivery of
government programs and projects under the 2023
national budget.

During a hearing of the House Committee on Ap-
propriations last week, the Secretary of Budget and
Management cited the low level of spending of the
following departments and offices: Department of
Information and Communications Technology, 5.6
percent; Department of Migrant Workers, 10 percent;
Department of Social Welfare and Development, 11.4
percent; Department of Agrarian Reform, 13.8 percent;
Department of Labor and Employment, 14.1 percent;
Office of the Press Secretary, 14.9 percent; Civil Service
Commission, 18.4 percent; and Department of Tourism,
18.9 percent.

The economic managers directed all concerned
government agencies, including local and regional
government entities, “to formulate catch-up plans,
accelerate, and even frontload the implementation of

said programs.” They also reported that “fiscal stim-
ulus activities are underway to increase the productive
capacities of both the public and private sectors.”

While government spending left much to be desired,
the National Statistician highlighted the following
major sectoral contributors to economic growth in
the second quarter: transportation and storage, 17.3
percent; wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor
vehicles and motorcycles, 5.3 percent; and financial
and insurance activities, 5.0 percent. Services grew by
6.0 percent, the highest among major sectors, followed
by industry growth at 2.1 percent. Agriculture, forestry
and fishing grew by a measly 0.2 percent.

Clearly, the productive sectors — industry and
agriculture — continue to underperform, thereby
slowing the pace of growth. While President Ferdinand
R. Marcos, Jr.’s various foreign trips have attracted
significant amounts of investment pledges — and
approved investments were nearly 30 percent higher
in 2022 compared to 2021 — actual rollout of such
investments has remained sluggish.

Amid this challenging scenario, the economic man-
gers glean the proverbial silver lining. They foresee that
“the improving outlook for inflation bodes well for the
easing of interest rates and should pave the way for the
expansion of activities of businesses, households, and
the rest of the private sector.”

Beyond aiming for higher growth rates, the eco-
nomic managers are also focused on providing social
safety nets to the most vulnerable sectors. This is
demonstrated by the continuing support extended to
marginalized farmers and fisherfolk, as well as to micro
and small enterprises, by way of lower interest rates
and credit facilitation to boost income and productivity.

Page __ of



The Manila Times’

Date: Ao 14, 2022 Page: A3

;‘j-‘:';: LIBRARY
MR DEPT. OF AGRIGUWLTURE

Rmmﬂemwag:sd 1
in %Bataan market -

[19r122B16.01 \BLEXS2 10 ""u*;m.m;r.m,

 BALANGA City, Bataan: Rice retailers ;ce is P1,zpo and we sell

inthe publicmarkethereon, . for only P1,250. Our capital

Sunﬁay,August 13,noted the _ used to be PQSO to P1,000.

continuous rise in, pncgspf Kaat only), rlce retaue; Marilpp ks

milled rice because ofallegeda . dela Rpsa SAld. Thet B

lack of supply from dealers. ;. Shealso said they get their
A \ check with ;he CMY'S . s rice supply,from,cjeqlerﬁ)f;om I

ax:crelditedrlpe sellarss o oo n .qqgasiqqp, Bulacan and) foh

showed that the lowest - Jsabelas. . o1 ds srrsmy >

price of rice was from P49 to  Rice retailer Nico V'I!asenor 5"

P50 per kilo that used to be lowestselling price forthe

sold at P40 to. P42 '~ grainiis P50 per kilo) from P40
“Sobrang taas ngayon per kilo.

ng bigas. Puhunan namin = t!enif ﬁm

- ngayon sa 25-kilo ordinar)?:- -F:ﬂn Il \
rice ay P1,200, na iblnebenta rremium g@de Iocg rfce, t!‘e :
Ian% na?'ninfs (P1250. west she can go. .

Dating puhunan P950 to ~ Shésaid herri ce',s" ly
P1,000 |aﬁg*(#i&é b‘ﬂces "; comes fr mgut ca*néf
f&da are very high. Our _Nuél}g' S TREN oo
capital for 25- ki]ﬁ%’rdiri‘af o8 “”’Ehms"é ‘Eﬁcbrms
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- THIS undated photo courtesy of the Land
Bank of the Philippines (Landbank) shows
piggery farm co-owner Jerome Trofeo with
his livestock. According to the Landbank,
aP24-million loan line it opened allowed
Jerome and spouse Anna to establish a
commercial hog farm, -
LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES (LANDBANK)

usinessMirror
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Landbank-financed Batangas hog farm boosts local pork production

Anna Trofeo were having trouble

sourcing healthy hogs to meet their
customers” requirements two years ago,
with the African Swine Fever significantly
affecting hog growers nationwide.

Determined tokeep their"Annie & Jerome
Trofeo” meat stall running, Anna decided to
expand their business and establish their
own commercial swine farm.

The couple turned to the Land Bank of
the Philippines (Landbank) for financial
assistance to make the business pivot that
actually paid off.

Landbank approved a P24-million loan
line to finance the requirements of their
AJ Piggery Farm, under the bank’s “Special
Window and Interim Support to Nurture Hog

I— [PA, Batangas—Spouses Jerome and

Enterprises,” or “Swine,” lending program.
0f the total amount, P20 million
financed the construction of three piggery
buildings to separately house nursery,
farrowing and gestation pens, as well as
support facilities that include an office
and staff quarters. _
Theloanalso covered the construction of
amanure lagoon and waste water treatment

_facility to minimize the environmental

impact of the farm, while the remaining P4
million financed the acquisition of young
female hogs for breeding. '

With the opening of AJ Piggery Farm, the
couple’s meat stall is able to'sell around 900
kitograms of pork per day to accommodate
the demand of meat retailers.

The stall is also able to supply around

1,650 kilograms of park per week to two (2)
local supermarketsin Laguna and Batangas,
thereby increasing the meat shop's income
to around P0.5 million to P0.6 million per
month from the previous P0.3 millien.
Landbank said it has approved a total of

P8.05 billion in loans to 36 borrowers under ‘

the “Swine” facility as of end-Jupe 2023.
The loans financed projects for swine

production, including the purchase of-hogs |

and feeds, construction and expansion of
facilities such as piggery buildings, and
working capital, among others.

Commercial hog raisers registered
as cooperatives or farmers’ associations,
small and medium enterprises and large
enterprises or corporations may borrow up
to 80 percent of the total project.
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Can superfood’
_make a chmate comeback‘?

KAURIKALA, India/LAGOS —

Riding a red electric scooter on
country roads in eastern India,
Sanjulata Mahanta has become
something of a poster girl for millet
since she stunned fellow villagers
by planting the hardy grain — and
makinga profit — three years ago.
“People laughed at me and said

I was growing grass,” Ms. Mah- .

anta, 35 s:ud on a humid morning
as farmers ﬁ:om Kaurikala village

in Odisha state gathered undera

tree for a millet workshop mix-
ing history; cookery and climate
change adaptation. )

‘Ms. Mahanta has now helped

about a dozen other women farm-

ers to sow millet, long a'staple in
Asia and Africa before rice, wheat
and maize started to take its place
in fields and on menus-about six
decades ago. ¢

But the forgotten crop is mak-
ing a global comeback riding on its
high nutritional value and ability
to grow on arid land — erucial to its
appeal as climate change fuels more
frequent and intense droughts.

Sitting beneath the tree’sshady
canopy, awaitinga reluctant mon-
soon, volunteers chopped curry

- leaves and green chillies into a

finger millet batter to make frit-

ters as organizers trumpeted its

dietary benefits.

- When Bhanumati Mahanta
62, sowed millet on her farm for
the first time last year, she did

not aim to tackle the problems -
posed by the region’s increasingly

truant rains but to ensure herlate

~ husband ate healthy food to help

his: diabetes.
- “My husband had encouraged

_me to grow millet but he did not

survive to see the harvest,” she
told the Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation, digging a finger into the

dry soil to transplant millet seed-
lings under a harsh morning sun.

“For decades; we grew hybrid
rice using fertilizers and pesti-
cides. We consumed the same

rice. I now understand it was all ;

toxic,” she added. :
A farming revolution in the-
1960s saw policies supporting
rice and wheat crops and their
sale at guaranteed prices, which
shrank millet’s share in India’s
grain basket to about 6% today
compared with 20% in the 1950s.
But millet is now being dubbed
a saviour crop as climate change
impacts — including harsher

- heat, drought and floods, which

can .si.ashharvests, spurnew pests
an&iaccelel:ate food waste — be-

" comea majar emerging thrEat to

glﬁbal food security.

Efforts to rethm]gfood‘tgp‘de,
aid and speculation are needed

alongside ways to balance nature

protection, farming and climate-

millet

smart d.wtary changés m,a aworld
where a growing number of peo-

ple face hunger despite sufficient

global food output. -

. With that in. mmd;&the UN |
named 2023 as the International

Year of Millet and the humble
grain was included in the White
House’s vegetarian dinner for
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi when. hemted in June.

" aiin Odlsha:whewﬁ's ate. 1m-

tiative is promoting the crop, it
is also returning to kitchens. A
chef at the trendy Bocca Cafe in
the state capital, Bhubaneshwar,
has been substituting rice with

' whole grain millet in a Mexican-

inspired dish, while millet cook-
ies are being served with tea in
government meetings.

Back in Kaurikala village,
Bhanumati Mahanta uses finger
millet to prepare a sweetened
porridge, replacing the rice that
she had been using until now.

Odisha is not a top millet
producing state in India or a big
consumer like the western and
southern states, but the Odi-

 sha Millet Mission that started

in 2017 is being emulated in other
parts of the country and has been
hailed as an “inspiring example”
by-the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). = _
Located on the coast of the

volatile Bay of Bengal, Odisha is

frequently hit by cyclones, floods
and droughts that have impacted
lives and incomes, fuelled nugra~
tion and hunger. o

‘The state’s bet on millet aims
to protect farmers’ earnings, fight
malnourishment and promote
healthy food alternatives, as offi-
cials cite a “fork-to-farm” strategy
to foster the consumer demand
necessary for farmers to plantit.

- “We have to inform the next
generation that it is good for the

* environment and also for farm-

ers,” said Arabinda Kumar Pad-
hee, principal secretary of Odisha

‘state’s Agriculture department

who is heading the millet mission.
“We want to revive millet not

only in farms but also on the -

plates of the consumers. We want
it on their menu,” he said.
Similar efforts are taking root

in Africa’s largest millet produc-

ing nation, Nigeria, where the
government is including biskin
gero, a couscous-like dish served
with spicy fish sauce, in school
menus for children in the north-
ern region. — Thomson Reuters
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‘Binigyang-diin ni
gyang- '1- %

House Speaker Ferdi

Martin Romualdez na da-

Pat ay hanggang P120
ang ang presyo kada kilo
ng sibuyas sa merkado

dahil mura lamang itong

nabibili ng mga negosy-
ante mula sa mga onion
growers.
Ang pahayag ay
gunawa ni Speaker
omualdez sa isang pa-
nayam kamakailan mata-
0S na makaratmg sa
‘kanya ang impormasyon
na sumisikad na naman
ang presyo ng naturang
panangkap sa mga pa-

l'l'llllhan

'Dafi::at hindi Iig‘i)ag-
pas ng P120 ang
sibuyas sa merkado,” e:}%
‘Speaker Romualdez.

Paliwanaan pa ng

ura ang

kuha ngomga traders sa
mga onion growers natin
atmura rin ang biling mga
importers ng sibuyas sa
labas ng bansa.”

ng sibuyas

sale 0 puhunan ng m
traders diyan ay P90 a

port cost kIl

yon sa Iider ng
Kamara. 'Ena y nagtatago
na naman ng stock ng
sibuyas kaya nagmama-
hal ito ngayon.”
Sa ngayon, naglalaro
resyo ng sibuyas sa

P1 P190 an|
s

“Wag na nila (hoard- -

amingoomputaﬁon ers) antayin na pasukin

* dapat hindi m ang mga bodega o
P120 per Idio a:;g
gdal

~ cold storage nila at ka-

Wan sila p
abotage,”-

wni Romualdez (Doris

economic

Francha -Borja)

abala pa

Page

of



Pilipino Star

Diyaryong disente ng masang intelihente

Date: _fiMe. 14, (7%, Page: 2%
2 L RARE

( DEPT. OF MERICULTER-

;ax"aminngmmy'wagiasasa

Hindi umano dapat import. e
iasa ng-gobyerno sa ibang Nabahdnasa\liemam-, an
bansa ang kakainin ng mge nanggagalmg ang 90% o

Pilipino, rted na bigas ng.
R
1 naman, na hi
Vietnam na m 5 an ng pi = C 'embre,
Pilipinas ngbigas. ~  linga :&mm kung “Kkails g
Sinabi. mLeena,dapat ayrna%mpapam- nmgsusinwlaangamhan
na gumawa ng solusyon padngﬁcelmporl dahil  Ang umano sa

ang pamahalaan u sa inaasahang baba presyo ay bunsod ng pag:.

parga.‘rglhnangprodulgﬂy,g -ng ‘kanilang produksyon  mahal ng bigas sa ibang
ng sabansaupang ' dulot ng hindi magandang bansa. (Doris Franche-
hindi na kailangang mag- panahon. _Borja)
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Indlan rice planting

accelerates

:;

3 NEW DELHI- Ample monsoon
. rains have accelerated the planting
-of summer-sown rice in India, ac-

- cotdm.gtothelatestfa.rmmmastry :

- data, after a slow start to the sow-
‘mg season that began mjune.

Crop-nourishing monsoon rains

:plcked up in July and August,
‘allowing farmers to plant 32.8

~million hectares (81 million acres) -

‘with rice by Friday, up 5.1 percent
from the same peﬂod last year.

- An increase in rice planting in
‘India, the world’s second-biggest
- producer of the grain, will ease
‘concerns that supplies could be
squeczed after New Delhi, in a
surprise move late last month,
‘ordered a halt to its la.tg'est rice
export category.

~ India’s decision to ban overseas
shipments of non-basmati white

rice pushed prices to multi-year
highs, as trade and industry of-

ficials believe shipments by the
world’s largest exporter of the
grain could be halved.

Farmers typically start planting
rice, corn, cotton, soybeans, sug-
arcane, peanuts and other crops
from June 1, when crucial sum-
mer monsoon rains are expected
to begin drenching the country
where m:a'rly half the fa.rmlaﬁd
lacks irrigation.

India’s monsoon rains were
5 percent above average over
June and July as a whole, but had
fallen 10 percent below normal
in June before rebounding to 13

~ percent above average the follow-

ing month.
The wmther office defines aver-

. age, or normal, rainfall as between

96 percent and 104 percent of
a 50-year average of 87 cm (35

- inches) for the four-month season.

- Reuters
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CHINA’S farme[s are facing an earlier

than expected assault on their

crops this year as extreme weather
accelerates the spread and growth of
destructive diseases and pests such as the
dreaded fall armyworm.

At risk are key crops including corn and
rice, agloballyimportant food staple that's
aIreadysaeingthreatstosupplye!sewhere
inAsia. China lsthewoﬂdsblggestproducer
andImporterofthegramthatfeedsblllmns

Plant pests that ravage crops are
becoming more destructive and posing a
bigger threat to the world’s food security
due to climate change, according to the
Food and Agriculture Organization, a UN

~agency. China's government said heavy
rains and winds, including those whipped
up recently by deadly Typhoon Doksuri,
have helped with the migration of insects
and spread ofdisease X
~Insects that devour rice paddies and
corn fields have appeared earlier in major
growing regionsin China’snorthand south
thisyear, according to a unitofthe Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs. Along with
the recent rains and flooding, warmer

- weatherhasalsoaided the spread of pests.

“More extreme weatherevents, brought
on by climate change, have a significant
impact on migration and occurrence of
crop diseases and insects,” said Hu Gao, a
professoratNanjing Agricultural University.
“It's getting harder to predict, as the
incursion has become a bit irreqular.”

Hu's key focus is the planthopperand leaf
roller, two commen invaders of rice paddies.

He says the occurrence of the insects in -

southern China—where most of the nation’s

crop is grown—is more severe than the past

fewyears, although headded that theimpact
on production s so far limited.

Any significant damage to rice output
would likely place additional strain on
the global market should China need to
import more. Prices in Asia jumped to the
highest level in almost 15 years this week
on supply issues.

Eachyear, plantdiseases costthe global
economy over $220 billion and insects at
least 570 billion, according to the FAO. As
much as 40 percent of the world's crops
are lost to plant pests, the UN agency said.

 Fall armyworm has been detected in
20 provinces in China so far in 2023, and
hasappearedin the nation’s major growing

tes.ea.rly attack from crop pests

A¢

region in the north earlier than previous
years, the government said. However,
state-run Beijing News reported that
control measures have prevented most of
theinsects from crossing the Yangtze river,
reducmg the impact on crops.

Corn rust, a fungal pathogen that can
kill plants, is also causing headaches.

“It just started to emerge,” said Song
Quanyong, afarmerin the central province of
Henan.In previousyears, itwould comemuch
later, near harvest time. All | can do is spray
some pesticide and try to control its spread.
Fall armyworm is here too, but not much.”

The crop in Henan is typically harvested
around October, meaning the earlier arrival
of corn rust leaves plants more susceptible to
damage. The province accounted for almost

- 8 percent of the national harvest in 2021.

China is bracing for more extreme.
weather following the heavy rains caused
by Typhoon Doksuri, which destroyed
some crops in the northeast, known as
the nation’s grain basket. Remnants of
another storm—~Khanun—is set to lash
the provinces of Heilongjiang, Jilin and
Liaoning, and Inner Mangolia region.

Bloomberg News
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