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‘The Department of Agnculture (DA) has suspended'

By CA'IZHERINE TALAVERA

the importation of poultry and poultry products from the
Nethetlands due to an avian virus outbreak.

In a memorandum order
signed by Agriculture Se-
nior Undersecretary Domingo
Panganiban, the DA said that
importation of domestic and
wild birds, and their products
including poultry meat, day
old chicks, eggs and semen
from the Net erlands are
prohibited.

Reports submitted by
Dutch authorities to the World
Health Organization for Ani-
‘mal Health showed an out-
‘break of H5N1 highly atho-
gemc avian influenza (HP. JD
in Biddinghuizen, Dronfen .

The DA.said there was a
need to prevent ﬂ'\e entry of

HPAlvirus to protect the Jocal
poultry industry.

As part of the ban, the DA
also suspended the p
evaluation of apphcatlon and
issuance of sanitary and phy-
tosanitary import clearance for
the commodities.

It said that all shlpments

coming from the Netherlands'

that were in transit, loaded
or accepted at the port before
the official communication of
the order to Dutch authorities
would be allowed, provided

the poultry or products were.

slaughtered or produced on
or before July 9.

The order was 1ssued on

e&-’
Aug. 11 and took effect im-
mediately.

‘Meanwhile, in a separate
memorandum circular, the
DA issued an addendum to its
guidelines on the movement
of poultry products during
an avian influenza outbreak,
particularly the transport of
racing pigeons.

Under the new circular, the
DA said that racing pigeons
from avian influenza-free prov-

inces could be transported to

areas not affected by the virus.

It said that only registered
pigeon clubs are allowed to
train and race pigeons.
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Ambng the ts in
applying for a loca‘i shipping-

permit are ‘veterinary health,
pigeon clubs and animal dis-
ease monitoring compliance
certificates as well as livestock
handler’s license, registration of -
transport carrier and certificate
of avian influenza-free status of
the farm where the birds were
‘sourced.

The certificate of free status
will not be required in regions
that are not affected by the
avian influenza.

The circular was issued on
Aug. 11 and took effect im-
mediately.
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rlce Warehouses
for hoardmg

By ‘BELLA GARIASO ence yesterday, Agnmlz—

e ‘ture Assistant:

The Department of and deputy spokesman
Agriculture (DA)'s In- Rex Estoperez said that -
‘spectorate and Enforce-  while the Rice Tariffica-'

t group will inspect tion Law or Republic -
warehouses amid al- - Act 11203 removed the -
legatxons of‘rhanipﬁl "regulatory powers of -
tion of stocks to justify the Nahonal Food Au-

‘theéﬂp retmipﬁces* ‘thority (NFA) to inspe
R A "ﬂ ses, thé DA "13 !
At a press c0nfer- S Tumn to Page 2

y uetoﬂfSnsm costtha‘tlranslates
" to higher commercnal rice prices..
ice trader Tony Santos told
e STAR that many of his col-
of /" leagues have ceased buying palay

o ncesatP33toP34 kilo since
t the hig h tlrus caused wholesale rice prices
~ toreach’P2,600 per50—k:|10 sack or
e price of algg P52 per kilo plus mark-up pnces
yet to harvest. of tl'ie retailers. je
usedby ce  Broken grain rice is now bemg
- sold at P2,050 per 50-kilo bag or
P41 per kilo, Santos noted. -
o Wholesale rice trader Malou
olentino cited that many of the
lleagues are ncw-hamng-ahard :
e selling the staple grain that
sts more than P50 akilo.
“Many of them are apprehen- .
that rice prices may nosedive
if the local market 1s"hdmb d
 with u:nported nce, 'added
% HoWever, traders with d a1£e
ed rice st’ocks take the risk aneg
forced to buy palay stocks at P34

of the DA to u: ;
issue in its negotiation with India  condition the mmds of tﬁe
to allow the Philippines to import  that the retail prices of rice

"’%

‘rice despite its export ban. _ reach as high as P60 fEes kilo,”  per kilo that translate into P2,600
" - “We were hit by mtyphn . Estavillo saé.e . wholesale price of anﬁgﬁulo bag
and so far, based on our nego “This (sp ) of retaﬂpnceswas oftice® ™.

tion with Indaa, we asked that due to the price
should be ex pﬁrorﬁtheekpi t;adegs and importers,” she said, lemo glot'éd tr rs
ban as a humanitarian cons:der— explaining at the Rice Liberal- are now opting to buy palay
-ation,” Estoperez added. " ization Law or Republic Act 11203 'slow pace.
Agriculture Senior Undersec- allowed n'adexstocontmlthenetml ~ Roderico Suht another rice
retary Docrlmﬂ?agczﬁPangamban has ' prices of rice in the market. trader, fmuﬁl\ that the current high
announce t the country is eye- (price o usked rice causes the
the importation of 3%)6 nogy to - RISIl'Ig palay eosts gnce of the staple grain to be un-
% 000 metric tons from Indiaand - A majority of rice traders in ' sellable to the consumers. =
" Vietnam to ensure that there will be Intermty Industrial Estate and = “September is almost here,
¥ endugh rice stocks in the country.  Golden City Business Park in Bo- thene ‘may be farmers who will
" Meanwhile, Kilusang : Cﬁbu— caue, Bulacan have temporarily harvestone at a time,” he said.
buk1d ng Pilipinas national " stopped procuring palay stocks — With Ramon Efren Lazaro

mq;mpulats.on of Because of s:_. tios To-
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Abaca farmers in: Catanduanes province have
begun seeking odd jobs to earn a decent living

REGIONS

prices of abaca

. after the buying prices of manila hemp started

F armers I amen t I OW. - dr9pping last month. Catanduanes, the country’s
4 : - leading abaca‘produeer, is in dire need of help
to cushion ‘the impact of the low buying prices,

farmers said, noting that from P78 a kilo in July,
traders now buy abaca fiber at P25 a kilp, ===
—STORY BY MICHAEL B, JAUCIAN

Low abaca prices imperil
- Catanduanes farmers

Dropping buying rates force many to abandon the trade

By Michael B. Jaucian
@mbjaucianINQ

VIRAC, CATANDUANES—
Abaca farmers in this island
province have begun looking
for odd jobs in other places to
earn a decent living after the
buying prices of manila hemp
or abaca fibers continued to
drop by more than half since
last month.

Farmer Jose Ecal Diamante
Jr., 63, a resident of Barangay

Tilod in Baras town, said he

was already planning to aban-
don his job as an abaca stripper

for a job at a construction site

in Metro Manila after feeling
the pinch.

“Life is so hard nowadays,

_ and I can feel the negative effect
of the low buying price of abaca
fiber,” Diamante told the Inquir-
er in an interview on Aug. 11.

He said he only managed to
sell 10 kilos of raw abaca fiber
for P250 recently, a significant
drop from Ps500 for the same
quantity in previous months.

Diamante lamented that if
this situation would continue,
more abaca farmers like him
would end up starving.

The worst time

Dominador Quintal, 57, a
resident of the village of Sto.
Nino in Virac town shared Dia-
mante’s sentiment, saying that
in his 40 years of experience as
an abaca stripper, “This is the
worst thing I've encountered.”

He said for now he could
merely ignore the cheap price
since he still needed to earn
money and buy food for his
family.

“I also feared that the busi-
nessmen might not purchase
our produce because of over-
supply,” he said.

‘Data from the Philippine
Fiber Industry Development
Authority (Philfida) in Catan-
duanes showed that as of July
25, the buying price of the low-
grade JK fiber had dropped
from P78 to P25 per kilo, owing
to its oversupply.

According to Philfida, the
buying price for the high-grade
S2 also went down from P98 to
P8o per kilo, while the I grade,
a high-grade fiber, was being
sold for P6o per kilo compared
to the previous Pg8 per kilo.

Romulo Fermin, 50, a buyer
of abaca fiber, said in a separate
interview that he could only
sympathize with the plight of
the farmers.

“As much as I wanted to
help them by buying the prod-
uct at a higher price, I can’t do
it because I'll be on the losing
end. I also have a family to sup-
port,” he said.

Appeal

Fermin appealed tor the
national government, particu-
larly the Department of Labor
and Employment and the De-
partment of Social Welfare and
Development, to cushion the
impact of the dipping buying
prices of abaca fiber by extend-
ing financial help to the farm-
€rs.

Talino*at Galing ng Pinoy
party list Rep. Jose “Bong”
Teves said he had already pro-
posed a bill that would provide
P10,000 as aid to every abaca
farmer in the country.

“Iam positive that President
Marcos Jr. would approve it so
that it can help alleviate the dire
situation of our abaca farmers,”
Teves told the Inquirer.

He said he would also co-
ordinate with the Department
of Trade and Industry and ask
its officials to come up with a
study to help improve the situ-
ation of the farmers.

“About 70 percent of the
population of Catanduanes
relies on abaca farming, and
we can’t deny the fact that the
province is the top producer of
abaca fiber. Sadly, many of our
farmers are still suffering from
poverty,” he stressed.

Roberto: Lusuegro; Philfida
fiber officer in Catanduanes,
said the drop in the buying
price of raw abaca fiber started
in the last quarter of 2022.

“This is probably the result
of the war between Ukraine
and Russia and [an offshoot of]
the COVID-19 pandemic. We
learned that the United King-
dom and other countries have
purchased a lot of fiber for fear
of losing or maybe lacking raw
materials in the future,” he
said.

Lusuegro said one of the
reasons why the price re-
mained too low was due to
an oversupply of raw materi-
als, particularly the low grade
ones.

Shift
“The manufacturing com-
pany is demanding high-grade
quality, which is S2 and I,
wherein the pulp is the huge
supply needed while most of
those produced by farmers are

cordage, which is only consid-
ered JK grade,” he said.

He said his office has been
reminding abaca farmers that

“they have to shift to the pro-
duction of high-quality fiber
‘because both local and interna-
tional markets demand high-
grade fiber. :

“We already distributed an
initial 585 units of modified ab-
aca stripping knives to an orga-
nized group of farmers so that
they could upgrade the fiber
from JK to I,” he said, noting
that if they could supply high-
grade fiber, they could negoti-
ate for high buying prices.

According to = Lusuegro,
the reason why farmers would
rather produce JK grade is that
they find the stripping activity
‘easier than producing S2 and I.

“We are exerting our ef-
forts, and innovation has been
introduced, but they (farmers)
are not doing their part. For
them, producing high-grade fi-
ber is very tedious,” he said.

Lusuegro added: “This is
the sad part because of the low
prices, 20 percent of the 14,000
abaca farmers have already left
the province.”

Gov. Joseph “Boboy” Cua
said the provincial government
has been slowly introducing
mechanized stripping ma-
chines to address the problem.

“Actually, we have ongoing
training on how to use the ma-
chine in the towns of Caramoran
and Bagamanoc, and they (farm-
ers) should embrace and adapt
[to] it because this is the only
way to improve the quality of
the fiber and demand good pric-
ing in the market,” Cua said. mq
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Group presses DA intervention
on rising retail price of onions

: N advocacy network oh Mon-
day urged the Department of
griculture (DA) tointervene

on the current upward trend on the
market price of onions.

“We have monitored that onions
are now hovering around 200 pesos
per kilo when it was just around 100
a week ago. In terms of ‘tumpukan,’
this means around six to eight [pieces
of] small onions for P50, which usu-
ally just cost around P20,” Bantay Pa-
lengke Convenor Lester Codogsaidin
a statement.

“Thisisanotherburdenforordinary
Filipinos that can be nipped in the bud
if the DA, through the Bureau of Plant
Industry [BPI], acts swiftly,” he said.

Moreover, Codog added that they
have checked on onion farmers and
most of them have already sold their
produce to middlemen and traders.

“If this is the case, the price should
already be going down. We suspect
that hoarders are creating an artificial
shortage so they can sell the onions at

a higher price. The government should
not allow these things as it can be con-
sidered as price manipulation,” he said.

Codog added, “We are hoping that
relevant government agencies will be
able to act urgently on what we suspect
as market manipulation. We hope they
check on the warehouses of suspected
onion hoarders. We should not allow
syndicates to feast on the hardships of
Filipinb farmers and consumers.”

Furthermore, the DA recently is
appealed to traders to refrain from
hoarding red onions as this can lead
to an artificial shortage and higher
onion prices.

DA Assistant Secretary Rex Esto-
perez said the government would be
forced toimportonionsiftraders will
not release their stocks.

“If the red onions will not be re-

leased from cold storages, that will
be to their [traders] disadvantage,”

he said.
“They should not force us to im-
port red onions, as it is detrimental

to them. We are appealing to traders
to cooperate with the government,”
the DA spokesperson said.

Estoperez said the government
does not want to see another spike
in onion retail prices, similar to what
happenedin Decemberlastyear, when
red onions were sold for as much as
P720 per kilo. '

“We will not allow that [P720 per
kilo of onions] to happen. Last time,
the traders prorixised to release their
inventory but it did not happen and
even caused the delay in theimporta-
tion,” he recalled.

Healso said the governmentwould
have toallow the importation of white
onions because of the increasing de-
mand for it among restaurants and
institutional buyers.

Based on the inventory of the BPI,
the country’s stock for white onions
would only last for 30 days.

Stocks of red onions in cold stor- -
age facilities are good for 100 days,
BPI said. RaadeesS. Sausa '
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Farmers seek 1mp051t10n
of price controls on rice

A NON-GOVERNMENT organi-
zation asked the government to
impose price controls on rice; cit-
ing the need to deter traders from
stockpiling rice instead of releas-
ing inventory onto the market.
“As long as there is (the Rice
Tariffication Law, or Republic
Act 11203) and the government
does not take drastic measures

to impose price controls or check

the warehouses of traders... rice
prices will continue to rise,” Ban-
tay Bigas Spokesperson | Cathy L.
Estavillo said in abriefing.

RA 11203, signed in 2019 lib-
eralized rice imports, which used
to be a government monopoly.
Instead, importers had to pay a

tariff of 35% on shipments of

ﬁnance the Rice Com:
Enhancement Fund. .
At the same time, Ms. Es

at the farmgate level prices ur- -

mgtheharvesthep m be

—stockpmngbytraders-—_ 0

increase in retail pnces.

to pay for their debts 2
needs,” he added.

Both groups reitera
call to repeal the Rice 'ﬁnﬁca-
tion Law, whlch they

Thm (increabe) m e

rice is (the result of).ﬁ'lée na-

1 and - ‘-éﬁ;e«wnmm We 3

nipulation by_;raders, millers, and
importers. Since the signing of RA
11203, the private sector sets the
price of therice inthe market, and
the government has done noth-
ing,” Ms. Estavillo said. '
Agriculture Assistant Secre-
tary and Deputy Spokesperson
Rex C. Estoperez told reporters

* on Monday that the increase in

rice prices was due to higher in-
ternational prices.

“We talked to a lot of rice re-
tailers and rice importers, mataas
ang kamlang kuha dahil nga sa
presyo ng kamlang ‘imports din
naman (their acquisition costs
are high because import prices
grealsohlgh) he said.

: Mr. Estoperez ‘said pnce con-

e\mergency_(thit mst i
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Nino’s dry weather threatens to
further dent coffee production
in Indonesia; the world’s fourth

latgest grower, after excessive rains

dragged down output to its law- -

est in more than 2 decade, driving
global prices to all-time highs. |

Lower coffee output in Indo-
nesia, which mainly produces ro-
busta beans - having a bolder and -
‘more bitter flavor than the arabica
variety - could trigger more gains
in prices which have climbed more
than 40 percent in 2023 and hita
record high in June,

“There are forecasts of El
Nino weather leading to dryness
towards the end of the year and
early next year in Indonesia,”
said Catlos Mera, head of agri
commodities markets research at
Rabobank. kg
_ “If there is dryness, Indonesia’s
coffee production could fall fur-
ther in 2024/25.”

Indonesia’s weather agency
(BMKG) said the El Nino weather
phenomenon, which typically
brings prolonged hot and dry
weather to the tropical country, is
already affecting more than two-
thirds of the nation, including Java
and parts of Sumatra, two key
coffee producing areas.

There is 2 more than 95 percent
chance that El Nino conditions
will prevail from December 2023
to February 2024, a US govern-
ment weather forecaster said last
week, exacerbating the risks of
heatwaves and floods across sev-
eral countries.
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A farmer picking coffee fruits at his plan

The dry conditions contrast

with high rainfall in the Southeast -
_ Asian nation between 2020 and

2022 due to La Nina, while heavy
rains have also been experienced
during the first five months of
this year.

In 2023/24, Indonesia’s coffee
outputis forecast at 9.7 million 60-
kg bags, down from 11.85 million

a year ago and lowest since

'2011/12, according to US Depart-

ment of Agriculture data.
Plantations in Sumatra and Java
are likely to bear the brunt of

LIBRARY
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any drought, with meteorologists-

forecasting El Nino to intensify
towards the end of 2023 and early
next year, a crucial time for flower-
ing and fruit formation.

Most Indonesian coffee planta-
tions are rain-fed. The threat of

tation in Sumedang, West Java. (Reuters Photo)

- 1 Nifio iol;t..ﬁ

‘\7\ = ‘.{7": __

said Peratin Buchori, a 55-yeat-old
farmer in Lampung, on the south-
ern tip of Sumatra island, known
for its robusta beans.

Too much rain during the flow-

‘ering stage can lead flowers to drop

off before berries are formed,

dryness follows higher precipita- leading to lower yields.
tion over the past several months “Coffee supply is very thin. I
across Sumatra and Java, which personally say it is down around 25
reduced coffee output. percent compared to last year,” one
“This year my harvest is only Lampung-based coffee trader told
30-percent compared to last year  Reuters, adding that the decreased
due to too much rain, causing supply has created panic buying in
coffee flowers to drop off early”  the past months. - Reuters
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KYIV- Ukraine’s grain exports
have totalled 3.12 million metric
tons so far in the 2023/24 July-
June season, Agriculture Ministry
data showed on Monday. .

The ministry gave no compara-
tive figures for the same date a year

carlier but said the shipments were

at 2.65 million tons as ofAng. 15,
2022, Een
- Exports have been affected
since Russia quit a United Na-
tions-backed grain deal last month
. but the ministry’s data did not give
' ‘a breakdown on exports smce thc
deal collapscd

~ The ministry r;md Ukraine had

- exported 848,000 tons of | gmmm
August so far. ;
The total volume of grain exports
"'80 far this season included'1.48 mil-
lion tons of corn, 1.25 million tons
" of wheatand 385, OOOmnsofbadey

Exports for the entire 2022/23
season were almost 49 million
tons, exceeding the previous sea-
son’s 48.4 million tons.

- Most of the volume was export'—
ed via deep Black Sea ports under
the deal brokered by the United
Nations and Turkey last July to
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Region. (Reuters Phono}

tackle a global food crisis worsened
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
blockade of Ukrainian ports.
- However, Russia left the deal
011 July 17 after saying its demands
Cubns Qn its own grain
fcrum exports had not been
met Moscow also complained that
not enough grain had reached poor

Combines harvestlng wheat ln mﬁeld in the eourse of ﬂqsala-Ukralne conﬁict near the sett!ement of Nikolske In the Donetsil

‘

countries.

A major grain grower and ex-
porter, Ukraine’s grain output
dropped fo about 55 million tons
in clean weight in calendar 2022,
down from a record 86 million
tons in 2021, ~

The ministry has said the crop fire

could total around 56 mﬂhon tons

__ofgminmmzs.' l

 Meanwhile,
condemned what it called “provoca*
tive” Russ:anacﬂons and. cn]led fo!'

wathmﬁshotsatacatgovessd
in the Black Sea. - Reuters !
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