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Group: NFA must buy pal‘ay from farmers to beef

r I YHE National Food Author-

| . ity (NFA) should use its

‘allocation to procure un-

milled rice from farmers to boost

itsbuffer stock,according toanon-
‘government organization.

The Samahang Industriya ng
Agrikultura (Sinag) said NFA’s
pronouncement that its buffer
stock is good for only 1.56 days
was “irresponsible” and caused
panic among traders and millers.

“Instead of issuing such rash
statement, the NFA should have
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used the P8.5-billion bﬁ&get pro-

~ vided by your administration to

buy palay from our rice farmers,”
Sinag Chairman Rosendo So said
inhisletter to President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr.

“NFA did not buy rice so it has
no buffer stock.”

The group noted that the agen-
cy has a budget of P8.5 billion
to buy palay from farmers. With
the amount, the NFA would have
been able topurchase 447,368.42
metric tons of palayatan average

farmgate price of P19 per kilo.

“Itis very unfortunate that of-
ficials of the NFA have not heeded
your marching order of prioritiz-
inglocal production and support-
ing local producers,” the group’s
letter read.

It also criticized the visit of
the NFA chief to India to secure
rice imports that will prop up
domestic supply.

“Itis for these reasons that we
have called for the abolition of

-

lip_l;uffer stock

to support our local farmers and
thelocalriceindustryingeneral.”

Recently, the group proposed
the abolition of the NFA over the
agency's supposed preference for
imported rice. It added that “the
latest showcase of NFA's skewed
preference forimportedrice” isits
ongoing negotiations with India

.for rice procurement.

“They're not buying from our
farmers anymore. They're buy-
ing from Vietnam, India. They're

the agenayy lfqi'jt_js, utter failure g negotiating on ri;e.”inaaduS.Sausa
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ng Departm
‘;?c?i.lllture (DA) na. hm
dapat sila sumablay sa

security

bansalalo 't v
;llspangy,longpa Ferdmanﬁ

Jr ang namumuno
s sabihin

sa ahensiya.
lto’y mata

Domingo Panganiban na
hmdikayangDAna.um

~4

kanilang mandato para
siguruhin ang food

ni Senior Undersecretary

ng ganap na food security -

; ':sa bansa gayundin- ang
mga lupang sakahan na '
r nang subdibisyon.

had happened that we
« were not able to complete
‘the irrigation system in
the country, a lot of our

into subdivisions. A lot of

market roads equipment
like harvesters, tracers and

¢ -“af food security of the
_country. On that basis we
Subaht nagpalmgpaga_ “are not in the position to
si Panganiban say that we shall be self-
ng mga bagay t sufficient by the end of the
dmiknnstdﬂ‘a_atbmangglt Marcus term,”
nito ang irrigation system

"However. there are
instances in the past that

rice land are converted:
. our facilities like farm-to- -

Pero 1pmunto fu
Abante na hindi mai-

nng
groblema at ang ibang
ansa ay may

raE umanong kam]ad na

- “Youmight say 113

sible but it’s not probable
you see. Let me remind
our DA family that the
Secretary of DA is the
President himself and an

mistake that you do v

affect to the Pmmdent. It
will go to the President
therefore in all of the

agencies of the govern-

ment the DA is the (r’néost
important agency t ay
in government because we
are concerned about food
security,” giit ni Abante.
(Billy Begas)
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SRA vows to use p6Wer

By GILBERT BAYORAN

The Sugar Regulatory Adminis-
tration (SRA) will use its regulatory
powers to maintain the price of sugar
amid speculations that sugar prices
will decrease in the coming milling
season.

“The effort of the SRA is to peg
the price of raw sugar at P3,000 per
50-kilo bag,” SRA chief Pablo Luis
Azcona said yesterday.

“This is to keep the price of retail
refined sugar at P85 per kilo,” hé
added, noting that the price is profit-
able for farmers. .

Market prices in fact range from
P90 to over P100 a kilo and even up
to P156 a kilo in some supermarkets,
refusing to come down from the
record-high levels despite several
harvests and tons of white sugar im-
portations, including a controversial
- one awarded to just three favored
" importers at the start of the year.

The high prices have prompted in-
stitutional users to push for a permit
to directly import their sugar needs.

Azconasaid the country hasenough
stocks of refined and raw sugar.

Negros Occidental Gov. Eugenio
Jose Lacson hopes the average price
of sugar will remain at P3,000 per
bag. :

Sugar milling season will kick
off in the first week of September in
Negros Occidental.

Rice and corn

The country’s rice and corn in-
ventory registered double-digit

reductions in May, according to the
Philip&ine Statistics Authority (PSA).

In the PSA’s latest rice and corn
stocks inventory report, total rice
stocks stood at 1.88 million metric
tons (MT) as of May 1, which is 17.5

ercent lower than the 2.28 million

registered in the same period a
year ago.

. Rice stocks in the household sec-
tor saw a 19.9 percent year-on-year
decrease from 1.24 million MT to
993,970 MT. :

Inventory in the National Food
Authority (NFA) depositories
dropped by 37 percent to 100,120
MT from last year’s 158,800 MT.,

The PSA said rice stocks in both
commercial and NFA depositories
increased by 8.1 percent and 1.1 per-
cent, respectively.

However, rice stocks in house-
holds were down 2.1 percent.

Corn stocks slipped by 14.2 per-
cent to 668,700 MT as of May 1,
compared t0 779,790 MT recorded in
the same period last year. &

Corn stock inventory in commer-

cial warehouses, wholesalers and re- -
tailers decreased by 13 percent while

household stocks fell by 22 percent.
Over the last month, corn in-
ventory grew by 34.6 percent from
496,740 MT.
Corn stocks in commercial ware-
houses accounted for 87.5 percent of

the total inventory, while households

accounted for 12.5 percent.

Onion trader in contempt

Meanwhile, the House commit-

%

| S

Puc. 24,
pAe. 2

‘tee on agriculture and food cited in

contempt businessman Eric Pabi-
lona - cold storage facility owner

- following his repeated refusal to

attend hearings on overpricing and
price manipulation of onions in the
market.

“For the continuing defiance of
Mr. Pabilona, the owner of Tian Long
Corp., it would seem to be that this
is an outright disrespect to the com-
mittee,” Rep. Rodante Marcoleta said
on Wednesday. -

Amotion seeking Pabilona’s arrest

has been approved.
" Pabilona is reportedly a share-
holder in PhilVieva Corp., a company
allegedly owned by businesswoman
Lilia Cruz. Cruz has been described
by Marikina Rep. Stella Luz Quimbo
as the so-called “sibuyas queen” at
the center of the onion cartel, which
Cruz has categorically denied.

Speaker Ferdinand Martin Ro-

. mualdez earlier commended Quim-

bo for unmasking key players in the
onion cartel, and urged law enforce-
ment authorities to build an airtight
case against businessmen involved.

“The extensive hearings con-
ducted by the House have already,
provided good leads which our
authorities can follow to build an
airtight case and prosecute those
involved,” he said.

Swine, chicken
Swine and chicken production in
the country increased in the second

‘quarter of 2023, driving farmgate

prices lower during the three-month

period, according to the PSA.

The PSA’s report showed that hog
production reached 422,719 metric
tons liveweight from April to June
this year, up one percent from 418,403
MT liveweight in the same period
last year.

The growth during the quarter
was slower than the three percent
Frowth registered in the same period
ast year.
~ Among all regions, nine posted
higher hog production.

Central Luzon recorded a 36.3-per-
cent jumF to 42,347 MT from 31,060
MT, while Central Visayas was the
country’s top hog producer with
54,444 MT, cornering 12.9 percent of
the total production.

In terms of inventory, the coun-

’s total swine inventory reached
10.07 million heads as of end June, up
1.4 percent from 9.94 million heads a
year earlier, according to PSA data.

Of the total, 67.5 percent of the
swine population came from small-
hold farms, while the remaining 29.2
percent and 3.2 percent were from

' commercial and semi-commercial

farms, respectively. - 3
* Calabarzon recorded the highest
swine population with 1.3 million

heads, followed by Central Visayas-

(1.17 million heads) and Northern
Mindanao (1.12 million heads).

The PSA said these three regions
accounted for 35.6 percent of the
country’s total swine population
during the period. _

The average farmgateé price of
hogs for slaughter was P169.73 per
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to maintain sugar prices

_ kilo liveweight during the quarter, a

5.1 percent decrease from P178.86 per
kilo liveweight in the same period
last year.

For chicken, production durin
the quarter reached 477,757 M
liveweight, an increase of 3.2 percent
from 463,116 MT in the same period
last year.

PSA data showed 13 regions reg-
istered higher output, with Calabar-
zon recording the highest growth in
terms of volume with 93,900 MT from
86,190 MT.

Meanwhile, Central Luzon was
the top producer of chicken with
154,124 MT, cornering a 32.2-percent

‘share of the total chicken production.

Production during the quarter, how-
ever, fell by 2.4 t year-on-year.

The country’s total chicken inven-
tory reached 200.21 million during
the quarter, up 2.8 percent from
194.71 million a year earlier.

PSA data showed that the pepula-
tion of native /improved chicken and
broiler chicken grew by 6.2 percent
and 1.2 percent, respectively, while
layer chicken stocks reported a de-

_cline of 0.9 percent.

Of the total inventory, native/
improved chicken accounted for a
43.3-percent;, followed by broiler
chicken (34.5 percent) and layer
chicken (22.2 percent). ; :

Central Luzon had the }u'(ﬂ\est in-
ventory with 33.68 million chickens,
followed by Calabarzon with 27.32
million and Northern Mindanao
with 25.87 million. — With Danessa
Rivera, Delon Porcalla
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‘DA budget ot slashed by over half to P167.5 B

By DANESSA RIVERA

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) is seeking approval for its
P167.46-billion budget next year,
which was slashed by more than half
from its original proposal of almost
P400 billion.

In a Congressional hearing Tues-
day, the DA said the proposed outlay
exceeds this year’s budget of P158.16
billion by 6.15 percent.

“Public investments related to
rice and fisheries production ac-
count for bulk of the increases,” DA
Senior Undersecretary Domingo
Panganiban said.

He said the budget proposal also
includes “increased budgetary out-
lays for various activities that sup-
Elort the sustainable production of

igh value crops and corn.”

However, the presented 2024

budget was 57 percent lower than

the agency’s total proposed budget
of P396.04 billion.

In her report, DA Undersecretary
for policy, planning, and regulations
Mercedita Sombilla said the salient
terms in the 2024 proposed budget
include the P2.22 billion allocated
for hog repopulation under the In-
tegrated National Swine Production
Initiatives for Recovery and Expan-
sion (INSPIRE) Program; P9.55
billion for fertilizer assistance; P9.8

billion for hybrid seed assistance;
P2.49 billion to implement the Yel-
low Corn Production Enhancement
Program; P2.75 billion for the agri-
cultural credit program; P1 billion for
the Quick Response Fund.

In a statement, the Kilusang Mag-
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) said
agriculture and food are not among
the priorities of the Marcos admin-
istration in the proposed national
budget for next year.

While the overall budget for, agri-
culture and agrarian reform increased
by six percent to P197.84 billion, the
group said it only covers 343 percent
of the P5.768-trillion national budget
requested by the administration.

The group also sald the DA’s.

budget proposal is “very meager
compared to the budget allocation
for military spending, debt interest
payments, and infrastructure.”

Agriculture is in the eighth place
of the national government’s priority
sectors based on the proposed bud, g;et
of national government agencies,
KMP said.

It noted that the budgets of
P229.93 billion for the Department of
National Defense, P195.73 billion for
the Philippine National Police, and
P821.10 billion for the Department
of Public Works and
Highways are “way
much larger than the

budget earmarked for the domestic
rice industry and food production.”

“Contrary to the President’s claim,
agriculture, and food security are
not real priorities of this administra-
tion,” KMP secretary general Ronnie
Manalo said.

KMP noted that only P30.9
billion is proposed for DA’s
National Rice Program while
a whopping P1.246 trillion is
requested for the Build, Better,
More infrastructure program.

“Based on our computa-
tion, for every peso spent
for local rice production, the
]%1 overnment will spend a

igher P40 for national roads,

bridges, airports, and other
infra projects,” Manalo said.

“Even the entire proposed
budget of the Department of
Agriculture of P105.9 billion
is lower than the budget al-

~ lotted for the pension of uni-

formed amounting | !

- to P129.8 billion. The total

budget for confidential and i
intelligence funds amount-
ing to P10.5 billion is higher
than the NFA's Rice Buffer |
Stocking Program budget of
P9 billion.

President Marcos’ requested budget
for travel and foreign trips amounting
to P14 billion is higher than the P1
billion fuel subsidy allotted for corn
farmers and fisherfolks. The skewed
priorities in the proposed national
budget are glaring and unacceptable,”

the group’s leader said.

- The KMP also noted the very
limited beneficiaries of the DA’s
programs and projects compared to
the millions of farmers and fisherfolk
in need of urgent assistance and ag-
riculture subsidies.

Page of



THE pHILIPPINE

RUTH SHALL PREVAIL |

Date: _Pwub- 24, 223  page: 2

&z LIBRARY
il DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page . of



EILLELERP INE

INQUI

ALY

R

BALANCED NEWS +_FEARLESS VIEWS |

A -

Date:

25, e

Page: _ "V

*:l
3

/',

iz LIBRARY
W DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Abolish NFA over rice
debaele, Marcos urged

By Jordeene B. Lagare
and Nestor Corrales
@Team_Inquirer

The Samahang Industriya ng
Agrikultura (Sinag) has formal-
ly asked President Marcos, also
the country’s agriculture sec-
retary, to abolish the National
Food Authority (NFA) for sup-
posedly failing to support the
local rice industry. ;

“It is very unfortunate that
officials of the NFA have not
- heeded your marching order
of prioritizing local production
and supporting local produc-
ers,” Sinag chair Rosendo So
said in an Aug. 22 letter to Mr.
Marcos. ‘

“The’ NFA administrator
* even went to India to negotiate
the importation of rice despite
the NFA having no mandate on
rice importations,” he added.

So expressed “deep con-
‘cern” about the NFA having a
buffer stock of only 1.56 days,
showing that it failed to build
up the stock by purchasing local
produce. This resulted in panic
buying of palay (unhusked rice)
among farmers, millers and
traders.

Sinag claimed that had the
NFA used its P8.5-billion budget
properly, it could have secured
447,368.42 metric tons (MT) of
palay, or about 290,798.47 MT
of rice, equivalent to 5.8 million
bags of rice.

So cited a DA data show-

ing that the average farm-gate

SIMULATED SHORTAGE” A rice vendor at Kamunmg Public
Market in Quezon City tends to his produce-as the government
readies rice imports. —GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE

price of palay between last
year and April this year was
less than P19 per kilogram, well
within the NFA allocation for
palay procurement. “But there
seems to be no intention from
the NFA to buy palay and help
our local farmers.”’

Way off target
Last month, the Commis-
sion on Audit (COA) reported

that the NFA maintained an

average rice inventory of only
140,354 MT in 2022, good only
for 418 days and way off the
nine-day inventory target.

For 2022, the NFA was giv-
en a P7-billion subsidy so that
it could maintain a stock of
300,000 MT.

The COA also blamed NFA’s
inability or unwillingness to pur-
chase rice from local farmers.

The NFA has yet to issue
an official response to Sinag's
complaints or COA’s audit re-
port, but NFA Administrator
Roderico Bioco said during
a House budget hearing on
Tuesday that the NFA needs
a budget of P28.71 billion to
come up with a stockpile of at
least 15 days.

Bioco said the amount, if
- approved, would be used to
purchase about 870,000 MT of
palay from domestic producers.
But even Socioeconomic
Planning Secretary Arsenio Bal-
isacan said at a Palace briefing
that “there’s a lot of catching
up” in the country's agriculture
sector and attaining President
Marcos’ vow to bring down
rice prices to P20 per kilogram
won't be.easy.

‘Neglected for decades’

-“Our position has always
been that we need to increase
productivity in agriculture, all
right? What drives low prices
are increases in productivity,”
Balisacan said.

He cited that the countxys
current yield is about 4 tons per
hectare .and the government
needs to invest in irrigation,
modern high-yielding wvariet-
ies, and pest control to raise
the production to 6 or 7 tons
per hectare just like many other
countries.

-“We have neglected agri-
culture for decades and that’s
what we are trying now to re-
verse. We are putting a lot of re-
sources into agriculture intend-
ed to create those productivity
growth,” he added.

Balisacan was hedgy when
asked if rice prices could de-
crease to P20 a kilo and said “I
can't say that, ‘Oh, by next we
should be able to.’ That's asking
for the moon.” ma
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vouchers Labag ito sa batas (It’s
clear that fertilizer vouchers are not
direct cash assistance. It’s against
the law),” Brosas said.

_She cited a memorandum order
issued on October 17, 2022 where
the DA said the “fund shall be
used by beneficiaries as a discount
on the retail price of urea fertl-
izers” to help rice farmers meet
the recommended urea fertilizer
usage and increase rice production

Malaya
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‘Sme]ls like fertlhzer fund saam 2 0’

P

j. ‘é“-i,:u- BY WENDEI.I. VIGILIA
Sy j; b
kMAK_ABAYAN bloc lawmaker yesterday
quesuoned the Department of Agriculture’s
- (DA) use of P4.107 billion for fertilizer vouch-
. efs, saying it is illegal because the source of the
ﬁind cannot be used for such purpose.
Rep: A.rlene B (PL, Gabriela) said the
] amount wa,s m the almost P13 billion
- gxcess’ revenues &om rice tariffs in violation
‘of Republic Act 11598 (Cash Assistance for
Fillpmo Farmers Act) whxch “clearly stipulates

J

that rice import tariff revenucs in excess of
P10 billion should be used to directly provide
cash assistance to farmers who are tilling two
hectares and below”

“In fact, the DA then ah'eady under President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. issued memorandum
orders authorizing the use of unprogrammed
funds worth P4.1 billion excess rice tariff rev-
enues for fertilizer vouchers. Malinaw naman
na h.lndl direct cash ass1sta.nce ang fertilizer

See SMELLS > Page B3

in the country.

Brosas, however, said the ques-
tion that should be asked is how
the DA really spent the P4.1 billion
fund: “Sinong supplier ng fertilizer
ang nakinabang? Nangangamoy
fertilizer fund scam version 2.0
ito. Nakakagalit malaman ito sa
harap ng unli-importasyon ng bigas
(Who was the fertilizer supplier
who benefited from this? It smells
like fertilizer fund scam version
2.0. It’s infuriating to know this in
the face of the unlimited importa-

tion of rice).”
Duting the Arroyo administra-
tion, then Agriculture Undersec-

retary Jocelyn “Jocjoc” Bolante

was accused of masterminding the
alleged diversion of P728 million
in fertilizer funds to the 2004 presi-
dential campaign of then President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who is
now a deputy speaker for Pam-
panga.

When pressed on the details
of the fertilizer voucher program

during the budget hearing at the

House last Tuesday, agriculture
officials said they will provide a
report on the utilization of funds
under the program.

Brosas said the funds were part
of the P13.9 billion transferred to

DA from the controversial Sup-

port for Infrastructure Projects
and Social Programs or SIPSIP,
or roughly 99 percent of the to-
tal P13.19 billion SIPSIP budget
under the unprogrammed appro-
priations (UA) in the 2022 national
budget.

“In short, sinipsip ng DA sa
ilalim ni Marcos Jr. ang buong
SIPSIP pagkaupo nya sa pwesto.
Nakakabahala kung ganito pa fin

yari sa susunod na taon

ang mangya

(In short, the DA under Marcos Jr.
siphoned off the whole SIPSIP
budget when he assumed power.

It’s worrisome if the same thing.

will happen again next year),”
Brosas said.

Under the unprogrammed funds
in the proposed 2024 national bud-
get, the SIPSIP, which has been re-

named as Strengthening Assistance
for Government Infrastructure
and Social Programs, will have an
allocation of P50.03 billion.

“DA’s admission that unpro-
grammed funds (UA) were used
for fertilizer vouchers is proof that
UA is a form of discretionary pork
barrel funds. Kaya dapat kilatisin
ang P281 billion na UA para sa
susunod na taon (That’s why we
have to scrutinize the P281 bil-
lion UA funds for next year),” the
lawmaker said.
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Congress to work
closely with DA on

rice price policies

BY JoviEeE MARIEN. DELA CRUZ
Y @joveemnarie

ONGRESS will work close-
ly with the Department of

Agriculture to develop new

policies or laws to ensure the price’

stability of rice, the chairman of
the House Committee on Appro-
priations vowed on Wednesday, as
lawmakers said the DA should work
towards delivering the President’s
campaign promise tolower theprice
of rice to P20 per kilo.

Ako Bicol Rep. Elizaldy Co, the
panel chairman, recalled that as
early as March or April of this year,
they had been conducting meetings
with Speaker Ferdinand Martin Ro-
mualdez, DA Undersecretary Leoca-
dio Sebastian, and other DA officials
to find solutions to theloomingrice
price surge.
~ Coadded that they were also as-
sured by Sebastian that thericeprice
surgewould never happen thisyear.

“We know it's coming, that the
price will goup to P60, and we don't
want it to happen because this hap-
pened the last time during the ad-
ministration theratingfell. We don't
want it to happen, and you assured
us up to May. You said it was impos-
sible for that to happen,” Co said.

Coalsoexpressed hisdisappoint-
ment with Sebastian for giving false
assurances. -

“How come that happened? I
really don’t understand, and the
President said we should file eco-
nomicsabotage [Againstagricultural
smugglers]. Officialswho contribute
to the economy of sabotage must be
included,” said Co.

During Tuesday’sbudgethearing
of the DA, Sebastian said he could

nothavepredicted the Indianbanon’

rice exportation, whichaffected the
pricing of rice on the international
market.

Inresponse, Co explained thatitis
justa matter of supply and demand:
“If we have enough supply, then the
price will not go up even though the
world market is very high.”

“There must be a mechanism
and proactive measures; we can't
just let the price fly. Our President
first promised that the price would
be P20 per kilo of rice. We need to
make some recommendations for
that because it can't be like that

cmntl mcibwrnnn T Tha saiAd

Co also proposed using Speak-
er Romualdez’s associations with
speakers from Vietnam and Thai-
land to get a good deal on govern-
ment-to-government importation.

He said that Congressis ready to
workwith the agency todevelopnew
policies orlaws to ensure pricestabil-
ity and assist the poor, as thiswasa
campaign promise of the President.

Plan

DEPUTY Minority Leader and Basi-
lan Rep. Mujiv Hataman said reduc-
ing the cost of rice to somewhere
near P20 per kilo should be a staple
in the DA's rice sufficiency plan, es-
pecially if it will inch closer to Mar-
cos’s campaign promise. '

He also urged the DA to go back
tothedrawingboardand “complete”
its Masagana Rice Industry Develop-
ment Program (MRIDP) toincludea

reduced target price forriceby 2028.

“The targeted reduced price can-
not be out of the plan, even ifit can
be lowered close to the P20 per kilo
promised by the President. The DA
has to work hard to make rice af-
fordable for a majority of the popu-
lation,” Hataman, former governor
of the now-defunct ARMM, said.

“For me, if we are funding the
rice development program of the DA
with taxpayers’ money, we should
be able to see how they intend to
reduce the price of rice and at what
price they are targeting,” he added.

If the DA’s target is to reduce the
price of rice to anywhere between
P27 and P32 by 2028, like what DA
Undersecretary Mercedita Sombilla
said during the budget hearing, they
should put it in writing and include
it in the Masagana rice program, he
saidsid 48

Underthe DA's MRIDP, theagency
targets 97 percentriceself-sufficien-
cyby 2028 through projectsaimedat
improving agricultural production

in the country but not a projected

reduction in the price of rice.
Hataman raised rice sufficiency
concerns during the DA budget
briefing formembers of the Commit-
tee on Appropriations at the House
of Representatives, where members
of the agency said that a P20 per ki-
logram price is unachievable.
Sombilla said the reduction of the

priceofrriceisindeed includedinthe

rice sufficiency plan, but no figure
has heen mentioned as a target.
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Cold storage owners,
sovt should join forces’

WNERS of local cold storage
facilities must help the ;

government prevent the
hoarding of agricultural products, such

Date: ub: 1€, %3

as onions, according to a lawmaker.

Cold storage owners must coop-
erate with the governmentandnot
hoarders, Rep. Rodante Marcoleta
of Sagip Partylist said during a
House Committee on Agriculture
and Food hearing on Tuesday.

Marcoleta issued the statement
after lawmakers cited in contempt
the owner of a cold storage facility
for purportedly refusing to comply
with the panel’s order to hand over
documents related to the facility’s
operations. ‘

“The House will citein contempt

that when a cold storage facility is
empty, its electricity bill would be
much lower.

But when it’s full and is trying
to maintain a certain tempera-
ture, you will be paying P50,000
per month.

Prices of onions skyrocketed to

EricPabilona of Tian Long Corp. for
openly defying the orders and au-
thorityof this committeein finding
out the truth. What we need is the
cooperation of cold storage [own-

_ers],” he said.

“If [owners] don't submit what
we want, and we don’t finish our
duty, we will put a lot of people
in jail.”

Thelawmakersaid storage own-

' ershave to submitdocumentation,

such as electricity bills as this will
help the panel determineif certain

more than P700 per kilogram in

December 2022. This despite the
fact that the government had seta
suggested retail price of P170 per
kg for red onions in October.

Latest data available from the
‘Department of Agriculture showed
that prices of onions in Metro Ma-
nila ranged from P140 to P190 per
kg for thelocalred variety, P120 to
P170 per kg for the local white va-
riety, and P120 to P160 per kg for
the imported white variety.

Last week, the government ap-
pealed to traders to refrain from
hoarding red onions as this can
lead to an artificial shortage and
high prices.

Agriculture Assistant Secretary
Rex Estoperezalso said the govern-
ment would be forced to import
onions if traders will not release
their stocks.

“If the red onions will not be re-

* leased from cold storages, that will

BUSINESSMIRRORFILEPHOTO &5

entities are hoarding food items.

' “All the datawill speak for them-
selves, you [cold storage owners]
have to cooperate with the govern-
ment. You are not our enemy, but
you cooperatewith hoarders; that’s
the problem.”

For instance, Marcoleta said

betotheir [traders] disadvantage,”
he told reporters in an interview.

“They should not force us to
import red onions as it is detri-
mental to them. We are appealing
to traders to cooperate with the
government

He also said the government
would have to allow the impor-
tation of white onions because
of the increasing demand for it
among restaurants and institu-
tional buyers.

Based on the inventory of the
Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI), the
country's stock for white onions
would only last for 30 days.

Stocks of red onionsin cold stor-
age facilities are good for 100 days,
according to BPL

BPI Director Gerald Glenn Pan-
ganiban said at least 4,000 metric
tons of imported white onions are
expected to arrive in the country
this week. RaadeeS. Sausa



Cooperatve to manage dary facilty in Negros Occidental

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
Y @jonlmayuga

r l ."HE Department of Agrar-
ian Reform (DAR) has
entrusted the operation

of a P3.7-million dairy process-

ing plant in Victorias, Negros

Occidental to a group of dairy

farmers. ‘

TheSanAntonio Farmers Multi-

Purpose Cooperative (SAEMPC),

anorganization ofagrarianreform

beneficiaries (ARBs) assisted by

DAR was selected to manage and

BusinessMirror
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. operate the city’s Dairy Box.

The construction of the dairy
processing plant located at the
Bangga Daan Satellite Market
will also be a one-stop product
marketing outlet for carabao
dairy products. :

The SAFMPC will manage the
Dairy Box with assistance from
the Department of Agriculture-
Philippine Carabao Centerand the
Office of Senator Cynthia Villar.

The project is part of the P10
million Carabao-Based Business
Improvement Network [CBIN]

N2 LIBRARY
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project of the city government
of Victorias. !
Ithasalsoprovided 64 dairy ca-

rabaos, training, capacitydevelop- -
ment,andamilkprocessingcenter.

The SAEMPC will develop
and sell carabao dairy products
under the brand name Victorias
Dairy (ViDa).

- The Dairy Box is targeted to
be completed in four months or
by December of this year.

In March, DAR said the Llano

Farmers Multi-Purpose Coopera-

tive (LEMPC), located in Brgy.

Bayugo, Jalajala, Rizal opened
its Dairy Box, the first in Cala-
barzon.

“The Dairy Boxwill be the cen-
ter not only of the LEMPC’s deli*
cious buffalo milk products, but
also of various products made by
nearby cooper‘atives and associa-
tions in the province.”

Included among the prod-
ucts offered by the Dairy Box
are flavored milk, pastillas de
leche and other pasalubong
products, all made with 100
percent buffalo milk.
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By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

HE National

Economic and

Development
Authority (Neda) on
Wednesday said a
6-percent economic
growth target
this year remains
achievable, but it
will be no easy task,
and the first order
of the day is fighting
inflation.
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In a press briefing in Malacafiang,
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Ar-
senio M. Balisacan, who is Neda direc-
tor general, laid out the conditions for
the government to meet the “lower end”
of its 6- to 7-percent gross domestic
product (GDP) goal this year.

He noted it will involve stabilizing in-
fation amid rising fuel and rice prices.

“Well, the downside risk [for our
GDP growth target] is the inflation, es-
pecially that the oil prices are picking up
again, the global oil prices; the staples
like rice in the global market, prices are
also...they are also, you know, rising,”
Balisacan said.

Transport groups are now demand-
ing for a P2 fare hike after oil companies
hiked the prices of gasoline by P1.10 per
liter and P0.20 per liter for diesel.

Meanwhile, the Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) reported the price for rice
in Metro Manila now ranges between
P43 and P65.

The Palace earlier said the govern-
ment is trying to cushion the impact
of higher prices on consumers through
fuel subsidies, as well as increasing farm
production and rice importation.

Higher spending
ANOTHER condition for achieving their
GDP target, he said, is addressing gov-
ernment underspending during the sec-
ond half of the year when the election
ban for the 2023 Barangay and Sanggu-
niang Kabataan polls takes effect.

The ban will cover social welfare
projects and barangay-funded roads
and bridges will kick in from September
to October.

“We have identified the sources of
the [spending] slowdown and we think
that we can speed up the implementa-
tion of projects and programs to benefit

CONTINUED ON A2
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6% Growth

CONTINUED FROM A1

the economy for the second half of
the year,” Balisacan said.

The Department of Budget
and Management (DBM) said un-
derspending agencies have already
created their catch-up plans to
boost their fund uses in the second
half of the year.

The Neda chief made the
statement after the Bangko Sen-
tral ng Pilipinas (BSP) said in a
report that the government is
likely to miss its 6 to 7 percent
GDP growth targets from 2023 to
2025 due to prevailing global eco-
nomic conditions, which includes
high crude oil prices.

Not the right time

WITH the high food prices, Bali-
sacan currently supports main-
taining the Most Favored Nation
(MEN) tariff rate for essential
commodities under Executive Or-
der No. 10. '

He is referring to the reduced
MEN tariff rates for meat of swine
(fresh, chilled or frozen) at 15 per-
cent (in-quota), 25 percent (out-
quota); corn at 5 percent (in-quota):
and 15 percent (out-quota); rice at
35 percent; and zero duty for coal.

The rates will expire by De-
cember.

“I would think that when it
comes to now lifting those low tar-
iffs for those essential commodi-,
ties, my position is, probably not
the right time,” Balisacan said.

But he noted his position on
the matter may change depending
on the economic conditions in the
coming months.

M dm

essMirror

Page

2

of

R



The Wanila Times'

Date: 7 4 AUG 2023

{3

Page:

-

Y & DEPT

% LIBRARY
. OF AGRICULTURE

Region 2 crafting rice industry develo

CAGAYAN Valley is craftmg its
Masagana Rice Industry Deve]op-
ment Program (MRIDP) spear-
headed by the Department of
Agncu]mre (DA)-Cagayan Valley
(Reglon 2) office.
~ The regional office led a con-
yergence planning workshop with
the different national agencies in
llagan City on Aug. 16, 2023.
Ferdinand Cortez of the DA-
Cagayan Valley Office of Agricul-
ture and Fisheries Information
Section said the meeting was at-
* tended by municipal agriculturists

of Isabela, and officials and repre-
sentatives of the Philippine Center

for Postharvest Development and

Mechanization, Philippine Rice
Research Institute, Agricultural
Training Institute-Regional Train-
ing Center, Philippine Crop Insur-
ance Corp., National Food Author-
ity and Isabela State University.
Cortez said that the MRIDP
seeks to create a rice industry in
the region that is thriving, resilient
and sustainable while boosting
the productivity of farmers into

high gear.

He explained that as a con-
temporary iteration of the Masa-
gana 99 program in the 1970s, the-
MRIDP aims to achieve the highest
possible level of rice sufficiency by
2028 while ensuring the welfare of
Filipino farmers.

President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr., in his capacity as Agriculture
secretary, said the program has
four strategic planks: increasing
rice productivity, reducing risk
and increasing resilience through
climate change adaptation; attain-
ing economies of scale and more

efficient operations through farm
clustering; accelerating digital
transformation for rice agriculture;
and pursuing a holistic “Triple A"
approach through agricultural

productivity, agribusiness and

agro-industrialization.

Alex Rigor, MIRDP Northern
Luzon rice focal person, said the
DA has only regional offices and
that a stronger extension support
system for the MRIDP is needed in
the provinces.

Hence, Rigor said the meeting
where he presented the guidelines

e wn'f "”*”‘

in the crafting of the provincial
MIRDP was to strategize how the
program will be implemented in
Isabela province.

DA-Cagayan Valley Officer in
Charge Executive Director Rose
Mary Aquino said provinces,
compared to municipalities,
have economies of scale and
resources lately boosted by the
Mandanas ruling. 41'¢ 0

“We have now operable provin-
cial-led Agriculture and Fisheries
Extension Systems and can better
mobilize public-private people

pment program

partnerships along the agriculture
value chain," Aquino said. N

She also noted that modern
technology covering water, nutri- )
ent and pest management with
cutting-edge support systems?
will tremendously boost rice
productivity. i

However, Aquino explamed’
that “these will not happen unless "
utilized by a critical mass of farm- '
ers through widespread scaling by |
a stronger extensnon and related
support systems. "

LEANDER C. DOMINGO 3
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BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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The Philippine Center for Post-
harvest Development and Mecha-

- pization (PHilMech) under the
Department of Agriculture said
two cooperatives from Agusan del
Norte, namely the Jagupit Coconut
Farmers Agricultural Cooperative
and Libas Farmers Multi-Purpose

ARAGA (Region 13) will get its first coconut
processing facility under the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Development Plan
P64 million to be located in Agusan del
Sur and Agusan del Norte.

Cooperative, will each receive more
than P34 million worth of facilities.
PHilMech said Jagupit will have
a white copra processing center,
while Libas will have a coconut
water processing facility.
 InAgusan del Sur, the Dependable
Agriculture Cooperative will also re-

bate: 14 AUG 203
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ceive a white copra processing center
with P30.1 million in funding.

“The groundbreaking ceremo-
nies on August 8 and 9, 2023
marks the allocation of these co-
conut processing facilities which
are expected to benefit over 1,000
coconut farmers from the two
provinces,” said PHilMech Direc-
tor Dionisio Alvindia. - |

In a video message, Alvindia ex-
pressed the agency’s commitment to
providingall the necessary supportto
ensure the project’s sticcess in Caraga.

Local officials and representa-
tives from Caraga expressed their

appreciation and hope for the

project during the ceremonies with
Agusan del Norte provincial ad-
ministrator Elizabeth Marie Calo,
who highlighted the significance
of the event for coconut farmers
in the region. ichesteyorii Iy

Mayor Frederick Mark Mellana
of Prosperidad in Agusan del Sur
also thanked PHilMech for the
project. Also, Armando Valiente,
Agusan del Sur provincial agricul-
turist, said the project will benefit
coconut farmers in the province
who have been facing challenges
due to low coconut prices.

“But with these facilities, we
believe that the project would

improve the lives of our farmers,
particularly those in the coconut

industry,” Valiente said.

Giving fullsupportto the projeci.
Jessie: Beldia, Agricultural Training

Institute Caraga Region Center di-
rector, mentioned the agency's role

in providing training courses for
the cooperatives while Philippine

.Coconut Authority Director Pepito

Capangpangan for Mindanao also
expressed hopes for the continuous
improvement of the coconut indus-
try in the south. ;

In video messages during the .
groundbreaking ceremonies, Sen. .
Cynthia Villar, chiairman g‘fﬂié’ §

i R 34

Senate Committee on Agriculture, : '
congratalated the project benefi-) |

ciaries through a video message.

Providing an-overview of the'
shared processing facilities to be
given to the cooperatives, Andres”
Tuates Jr., PHilMech Coconut :

Trust Fund-Facility Management ' |

and Field Operations Division
interim head, expressed optimism ,
‘on farmers improving their source |
of livelihood.
+ " We are hoping that within three.
years, the white copra processing’
entral will be converted into an,
integrated coconut processing.

A W o '
‘g‘%m Tuates said. |
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at the Go Negosyo Kapatid
Angat Lahat Agri Program
(Kalap) strongly believe that a
robust agribusiness ecosystem is a
key component to unlocking the
potential of agriculture and pro-
pelling the sector forward amid
numerous challenges, particularly
globalization and climate change.
~ And itisimportant that the gov-
ernment provides the nurturing
environment for the private sector
to actively participate and to be
its partner in creating the robust
agnbusmess ecosystem.

' One way to create a robust

agnbusmess ecosystem is to forge
mutually beneficial partnerships
between major or large agribusi-
ness companies with smallholder
farmers. As for the latter, they and
t:.heir lands need to be clustered or
consolidated to create economies
of scale.

" Atpresent, small land holdings
dominate the country's agricul-
tural landscape, making it difficult
orimpossible to attain economies
of scale. Also, small land holdings
and fragmented or disorganized
farmers makes it impossible for
them to enter into agreements or
joint ventures with major or large
agribusiness companies.

The Manila Timesg
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- Creating a robust agribusiness ecosystem

MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
D. DAR

Farm clustering

Farm clustering is the way forward
where farmers are also organized
into cooperatives. This funda-
mental strategy will encourage
the private sector to do business

- with them, as they will have to
‘deal with a set of officers or rep-

resentatives instead of numerous
individual farmers.

There are two ways to engage
clustered farmers in agribusiness
with the private sector: inclusive
contract arrangement; or joint
venture. These types of arrange-
ments were also meant to facilitate
the entry of clustered farmers into
the value chain of private sector
agribusiness companies.

The partnership of clustered
smallholder farmers and big agri-
business firms can definitely boost
the productivity of the former, as

- the latter always introduce systems

to improve productivity. We at Go
Negosyo Kalap also push for this,

or for private sector companies to
help improve the productivity of
their farmer-partners through the
introduction of technology and
conduct of training, among others.
Digitalization is also one of the

-technologies we at Go Negosyo

Kalap can level up productivity
and profitability at the field level.

Also, the private companies
have incorporated sustainability
in their operations, or they ensure
that the partnership will be sus-
tained and will also incorporate
green measures.

Overall, with the nurturing set
up and environment to create a
robust agribusiness ecosystem, the

approximately 23 percent of the .

country’s labor force in the farm-
ing and agribusiness sector can
have ensured sustained income,
and more jobs inside and outside
the sector can be created.

The multiplier effect on the
local and national economy of
farmers and farmworkers who
earn must also be emphasized
and appreciated. For example,
farmers and agricultural workers
whose earnings are improved
and are sustained over the long
term will definitely spend more
for themselves and their faryilies,

which drives the demands for
various products and services in
their localities. This improves the
gross domestic product (GDP) of a
locality, especially at the provincial
level, that subsequently boosts the
country’s overall GDP.

Thirty companies with
more to come

Currently, Kalap has 32 big brother
companies that are helping the
government build a robust agri-
business ecosystem, and there is
room for even more participants.
These companies have partnered
or formed joint ventures with clus-
tered smallholder farmers for what
I would call mutually beneficial
business arrangements.
Among the big brother com-
panies already involved in this
initiative of Go Negosyo Kalap
are: Universal Leaf Philippines
and LT Group for tobacco; Central
Azucarera de Tarlac for sugarcane;
Kennemer for cacao; Dizon Farms,
Profoods, Harbest, AgBen, Hi
Las, Kita and Sakahon for fruits
and vegetables; Bounty Fresh,
Vitarich, Cargill, CPF, Pafmi and
Feedmix for livestock, feeds and
corn; AgraBah Platform and W

Group for seaweed; Yovel East
Agriventures, SL Agritech, Nature
Tech and Philippine Rice Industry
Stakeholder Movement for rice;
Lionheart Farms and Metro Pacific
Agro Ventures for coconut, and the
latter also for dairy; and Nestlé
Philippines for coffee.

We intend to expand the num-
berofcompa,meqmvolved,‘and\(}o
Negosyo ) Kalap with our premdem
Jose Maria “Joey” Concepcion
3rd, had a productive meeting
with Agrarian Reform Secretary
Conrado Estrella 3rd last week
to discuss details on who attain
economies of scale in agrarian
reform communities through our
framework.

My dream is for the number

of partnerships forged between

big brother companies and
clustered smallholder farmers
in the Philippines to reach the
hundreds in the next two to

three years. Definitely, that will

contribute greatly to creating a
robust agribusiness ecosystem
in the Philippines.

But much more needs to be

done, like getting more actors into

the convergence of efforts to forge
more such partnerships like more
local ¢ nits (LGUS),

. OF AGRICULTURE

1

2
state universitiesand colleges, and |
private business groups, amongs
many others.

On the part of the government, *
there are several agencies already ’
involved like the Department
of Agriculture and several of its
attached agencies; Department
of Environment and Natural-
Resources; Department of the.
Interior and Local Government;*

l

\/Department of Trade and Industry; -

Cooperative Development Author-
ity; National Commission on’
[ndigenots Peoples; Development '
Bank of the Philippines; and Land
Bank of the Philippines. -

Also, kudos goes to Joey Con-
cepcion, founder of Go Negosyo, ..
for initiating Kalap, and we thank
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. for | |
strongly supporting farm cluster- -
ing as a way forward for Philippine |
agriculture. i

And with the sustained effort
of the private sector led by Go”
Negosyo Kalap, the aforemen-
tioned government agencies and
more LGUs, we can createarobust
agribusiness ecosystem to propel
forward the country’s agriculture |
sector, and have a countryside ;
teeming with wealthy agricultural -
and faod producers. i
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Everybody's Newspaper

BT
23 Rice Congress

LEADING scientists, experts and decision-mak-
ers from around the world are meeting in the

Philippines next month for the sixth Internation-

al Rice Congress (IRC).
Reports said that every four years, the famous

International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), whichis
located in Los Banos, Laguna, convenes the vital rice

o X
- Hosted by IRRIand the Department of Agriculture
(DA), this year's gathering will be held at the Philip-
pine International Convention Center (PICC) in Pasay
City.

_ Here, thedelegates fromacross theworld will try to
formulate evidence-based solutions to some of the
biggest challenges now confrOnting the global rice
sector. .

A rice exporter during the mcumbency of the late
PresidentFerdinand E. Marcos, the Philippinesnow
importsrice tobring down the cost of the cereal in the
local market. .

"Ang masakit sa atin ay bumibili tayo ng bigas sa
mgabansang ang namamahala sakamlang rice pro-
duction ay dito nag—aral saIRRI," an Ilocano farmer
lamented.

However, the elderly farmer is hopeful that with
PresidentBongbong]! MarcosmMalacanang, thePhil-
ippinesisseento regainits stal;us asone of the world s

rters e Ko b =

'I’he pi-ewous‘&'xce cbngresses were held in Be1] mg,
China (2002); New Delhi, India (2006); Hanoi, Viet-
nam (2010); Bangkok, Thailand (2014); andSmgapore '
(2018).

Tobeattended by delegates from variouscountries,
IRCisaplatform forrice-based food systemsinnova-
tors to work towards shapmg a food and nutrition
secure future.

Like otherFilipinos, wesalute the participants of the
2023 International Rice Congress. .
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DA prodded on
bringing down rice prices

LAWMAKERS urged the De-
partment of Agnculture (DA)
to doits bestto fulfill the admin-

istration’s goal of reducing the .

price of rice to P20 per kilo. -
Inseparatestatements, Basilan
Rep: Mujiv Hataman and Ako
Bicol Rep Elizaldy Co said the
DA should have rice sufficiency
plan to ensure the cheaper price.
The' House committee ion

ggropnatlons has started de-
rating on the proposed bud-
get of DA for 2024 amounting
to 197.84 billion or six percent
higher than this year’s ﬁxdget
of P186.54 billion.

During the budget hearing,
DA officials admitted that P20

r kilo of rice is not achievable
in the next two years. Jester
Mgnalastas.~ =0 Conoo
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DA, kinastigo sa Kamara sa pagtaas ng presyo ng bigas

Mariing kinastigo ni Ako Bicol Partylist at House
nmittee Chairman on: ' s Rep. Elizaldy
Co an a_‘opl’%ales ng Department of Agriculture
(DA) h sa hindi makontrol na pagtaas ng presyo ng
Sinmabl ni Rlep-'Conanobng&l dog
ay naki ul sa a at [
Jartin ﬁgl%utmz si DA Unda!secre;axy‘Leo&adio

Sebastian at iba pang opisyales ng QAparahurt‘gg:g !
en s ng 'n '-
Si Sebasian na ngayong 21

ng solusyon sa.
at dito ay nangako n na ngayong 2023 ay
hindi mangyayari ang rice price surge.
~ “We know it's coming, that the price will go up to 60
pﬁoaandwedon'twamitmhappanbeeeuseﬂ\ishap-
ned the last time during the administration bumagsak
mﬂﬁa.We don‘twantitto
us up to May. Sinabi mo imposibleng mangyayari ‘yan,
oW come ganyan & 7 ni-Rep. Co.
3 _inlgyagig é«:iiin;niwe:p. C hga&lgmg sapat na
suplay ng bigas sa sa ay hindi tataas presyo
& oy kamahalan ang bigas sa worid market

“Anya, kailangang may mekanismo na dapat gawin

ng bigas sa
ring bumili ang bansa ng bigas na mura

- Maaari

& Fercinand

and you assured -

ahalaan dito ugz:g hindi patuloy ang pagtaas
sa. .

at iimbak muna para magamit sa panahon ng
pangangailangan upang hindi maapektuhan ang.
mamamayan sa sobrang taasrl? presyo. o

Inerekomenda rin ni Co sa Kongreso na makipag-
ugnayan sa Vietnam at Thailand para makakuha ng
murang bigas sa pamamagitan n% government-to-
government importation para maibel ito ng mura
sa mamamayan. (Joy Cantos) :
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SA mga patuloy na umaasa na rnaubababa pa sa P20

ang kilo ng bigas, basahin ito at ang Department of Agricul- '

ture na mismo na pinamumunuan ni Presidente Marcos
ang nagsalita: Hindi makakayanan ng DA na ipatupad ang
campaign promise ni Marcos na gawing P20 ang kilo ng
bigas.

. Ayon kay DA Undersecretary Leocadio Sebastian, kahit
pa marating ng pamahalaan ang tinatarget na 95 porsiyen-
tong rice sufficiency, imposibleng bumaba sa ganoong antas
ang presyo ng bigas. Aniya, nakasandal ang presyuhan ng
bigas sa dikta ng merkado. Ibig sabihin, mata.'tapos ang ter-
mino ni Marcos na hindi matatamo ang inaasahan ng mga
naghihirap na P20 na bigas.

Sa mga marunong magsuri, alam nila na suntok sa buwan
ang pahayag ni Marcos at isa lang campaign pitch. Ngunit
para sa mga mararalita, lto’y promesang inaasahan nila.
Ano man ang gawin, hindi na maibababa sa dating antas ang

| halaga ng lahat ng bilihin.
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Ang solusyon lang talaga ay palusugin ang ekonomiya.
Nangyayari ito kapag dumami ang mga negosyo sa bansa
at lumakas ang produksyon.

Kasabay nito, tataas din ang sahod ng mga mangga-
gawa upang makaagapay sa tumaas na halaga ng bilihin.
Lalakas ang purchasing power ng ating salapi. Madaling
ipaliwanag pero mahirap ipatupad iyan. Kahit ang mga dati
nang mauunlad na bansa ay nahihirapan ngayon dabhil sa
krisis sa daigdig.

May long term plan naman ang pamahalaan ngunit hindi
maaaring apurahin. Ang aral na natamo natin sa pag-amin
ng DA na wala itong kakayahang ibaba ang halaga ng bigas
ay—huwag paniwalaan ang lahat ng ipinangako ng |sang
pulitikong kumakandldato

ang langit at lupa, pati na ang mga bituin sa mlnlngawan. -
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Rice prices around the coun-
try .continued to creep higher
as of early July, data from the
Philippine Statistics Authori-
ty (PSA) showed, while other
food commodities surveyed
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... %Y. BUTOTHERFOODCOMMODITIES CHEAPERINJULY /i i

RIGE PRIGES RISE DUE TO BAD WEATHER, COSTLIER INPUTS

during the period have be-
come slightly cheaper.

Based on the PSA’s latest
price situationer report, the
retail price of well-milled rice
averaged P45.56 per kilogram
during the first phase of July
(between July 1 and July 5).This
represents an uptrend for two

consecutive periods after its
average retail price inched up
by 0.4 percent from P45.37 per
kg in the second phase of June.

Likewise, it is 0.5 percent
higher than the price level" of
P45.35 per kg recorded in the
first phase of June. .

For regular milled rice, the

average retail price reached
P41.23 per kg during the refer-
ence period. '

This was also higher than
P41.03 -per kg in the second
phase of June and P40.95 per kg
in the first.phase of June.

Rizal Commercial Banking
Corp. chief economist Michael

Ricafort said rice prices have
risen following the storm dam-
age suffered by the rice sector,
especially northern and Central
Luzon, the country’s biggest
rice producers.

“Higher Asian and world rice
prices among 15-year highs re-
cently amid reduction in rice ex-

A T B

ports by India, Thailand due to
dry spell/drought that reduced
rice production and exports also
partly led to higher local rice pric- |
es,” Ricafort said in a message.

“Higher prices of inputs also
increased the production cost.of
rice, thereby leading to higher lo-
cal rice prices,” he added. ina
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THE PHILIPPINES ‘and Brunei
have agreed to continue sharing
expertise on the' production of ha-
lal products, Senate PremdentJuan
~ Miguel F. Zubiri said late Tuesday.
‘In a statement, the lawmaker
said he met with Brunei Ambassa-
dor to the Philippines Megawa

Manan on Tuesday to discuss
measures to improve the coun-

try’s halal certification system

and make it more access:ble to -

Muslim Filipinos: ta
- “While Halal products hnve
:pcreasmgly become popular

among ‘Filipinos due to the

-growmg awareness that these

are safe, healthy and high

‘quality and not just as prod-
" ucts which fulfill the religious

reqﬂlrementg of Muslim con-

SUMers, fhere is a need to har-

' monize Phﬂl pmé government
agencles- halal certification
system,” Mr. Zubiri said.

Héadded that the Bangsamoro -

Autonomous Region in Muslim

- Mindanao (BARMM) could also

become Brunei’s partner in rice

; productibn
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The Department of Trade and :
" Industry (DTI) on Aug. 10 signed
‘a deal with the Bangsamoro re-

gion to promote Halal businessin
the region.

" Trade Secretary Alfredo E. ;
Pascual said during the sxgnmg S
ceremony the Philippines should
explore opportunities in thea'- ;
$2.3-trillion (P131 trillion) global :
halal food industry, which is ex--
pected to grow by about 50% to

$3 4 trillion next year.
Acquiring “even a tiny bit of
this cake” would still greatly con-

W LIBRARY
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Ph]llppmes, Brunei agree to share info on halal mdustry_development

_ trlbute to Phxhppme aconomjc

recovery and growth the Trade
chiefsaid.

“The DTI in Apnl said halal
products would expand oppor-
tunities for micro, rsmall, and

'nmdnunquedenumpnmm..'

Last month, President Fer-
“dinand R. Marcos, Jr. discussed
booshng Philippine-Malaysia ties
in the halal industry with Malay-
sian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri An-

" 'war Ibrahim and Malaysian King

Al-SultanAbdullahSulta.uAhmad
' Shah. — John Victor D. Ordofiez
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o PHL’s

growth targets, Balisacan says

THE GOVERNMENT needs to
address elevated inflation to
achieve its 6-7% growth target
for this year, National Econom-
ic and Development Author-
ity (NEDA) Secretary Arsenio
M. Balisacan said, noting that
domestic demand is being damp—
ened by high prices.

Mr. Balisacan also éxpressed
support for extending the re-
duced tariffs for pork, rice,
corn, and coal to keep inflation
contained.

“Inflation has always been a
major concern because when high
inflation persists, that discour-
ages or depresses domestic de-
mand,” he said at a Palace briefing.

If the government succeeds
in bringing down inflation, “that
will be a big boost to our domestic

demand and to eur growth he

added.

Gross domestic product rose
4.3% year on year in the three
months to June, the weakest
reading in over two years, accord-
ing to the Philippine Statistics
Authority. It was weaker than the
6.4% growth posted in the first
quarter and the 7.5% from a yea:
earlier.

In its monetary policy report
for August, Bangko Sentral ng Pil-
ipinas Governor Eli M. Remolo-
na, Jr. said growth could settle

below the 6-7% target in 2023

and below the 6.5-8.0% target for
2024 and 2025 due to economic
headwinds as well as the impact
of cumulative monetary policy
adjustments.

The economic growth target
for this year remains achiev-
able, but inflation, which could

increase due to rising prices of
food and oil, remains a risk, Mr
Balisacan said.

“The downside riskis inflation,
especially that oil prices are (ris-
ing) again,” he said. “For staples
like rice, prices on the global mar-

' ket are also rising.”

The government needs to en-
sure that it is “in good command
of our policytools,” he added. “For
example, looking at enhancing
the availability of (commodities)
so that we can prevent untoward
increases or upward pressure in
prices in the near term.”

‘Inflation slowed for a sixth
consecutive month to 4.7% in
July, but economists said rising
prices of oil and rice and other

food items might affect the trajec--

tory of the price index.
~ The central barik still expects
inflation to come in within the
2-4% target range by the fourth
quarter. '
“And as we have seen, we have
made significant progress since
January in slowing down infla-

tion,” Mr. Balisacan said, “and we-
would want to continue moving

in that direction.”

The government’s chief eco-
nomic planner also said improv-
ing business conditions and
boosting the quality of jobs in

the country are also necessary if

growth targets are to be met.
“We are keeping watch on

agencies and putting pressure on

each other to ensure that we are

making progress in easing busi- -

ness conditions,” he said. “This
we have to address.”

“Remember that our goal, first
and foremost, is massive invest-

]

ment to improve the quality of
jobs,” he said, “because as an

* ‘economist looking at the prob-

lem, it’s not so much anymore the

jobs per se that are the problem,

but the quality of the jobs.”

In July, Ibon Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Sonny Africa
said that of the 1.7 million jobs
created since President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos, Jr. took office in

June 2022, “1.4 million are part-

time jobs.”

Mr. Balisacan said there is a
need to extend the executive or-
der that reduced tariffs on key
commodities, which is set to ex-
pire in December.

He said it is “probably not the
right time” to allow tariffs to re-
vert to their formerlevels.

“We will have to review if the
circumstances today still warrant
further extending those tariff
rates,” he said. “And given the
situation now, as we actually see
it, the world prices of rice have
been rising.”

Mr. Balisacan also cited the
impact of typhoons on agricul-
ture, saying, “We have to be care-
ful about reversing the gains.”

“The tariff reductions have
beenin place for almost two years
now, but retail prices have not
gone down proportionately,” Fed-
eration of Free Farmers National
Director Raul Q. Montemayor
said in a Viber message.

“It is the traders who benefit
with little gain for consumers'and
large losses for producers.”

Mr. Montemayor also cited bil-
lions worth of foregone govern-
ment revenue in the form of lower
tariff collections.

Page

“We are becoming even more
dependent on imports for our ba-
sic needs,” he said. “The proposal

*is also a direct contradiction of

the assurances given during the
hearings on the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partner-
ship (RCEP) that they will not
touch the tariffs on sensitive
products.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Balisacan
said bringing the price of rice
down to P20 per kilo — a cam-
paign promise of Mr. Marcos —
is impossible without boosting
farm productivity.

“What drives low prices are in-
creases in productivity,” he said.

Mr. Balisacan said the govern-
ment and the private sector need
to invest in irrigation, logistics,
and other means of enhancing
yields in the face of the changing
climate. “Unfortunately, those
cannot be done overnight,” he
added.

“Prices need not be this high
as you can see in other countries.
Look at Thailand, Indonesia,
(and) Vietnam, their prices are
much lower than ours because
their productivity is high,” he
said. “We have neglected agricul-
ture for decades and that’s what
we are trying now to reverse.”

Mr. Balisacan said farmers will
suffer if the government reduces
rice prices to P20 per kilo without
a corresponding boost in farm
productivity.

“We should be very careful.”
he said, noting that the govern-

‘ment should look at rice market

conditions as comprehensively .
as possible. — Kyle Ar]stophere
T. Atienza
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Chlcken hog outputrnse in QZ farmgate pnces dechne

pnces the Phlllppme ‘Stausucs Anthonty
(PSA)said. T } i
Production of chicken during the three-
month penodmse 3.3% year on vear to 477.76
thousand metric tons (M'I')onahwweightbams. :
Central Luzon was the top producer at
154.12 thousand MT, followed by Calabarzon
(93.90 thousand), Northern Mindanao (39.08 . -
thousand), Western Visayas (32.22 thousand),

and Central Vi 29.67 thousand).
The five regions accounted for 73% of na-
tional ﬁfqﬁuctlon for the period. 1 1LH

As of June 30, the PS
tional chicken invento! gmﬂl’mﬂhoﬁ

~ birds, up 2.8% from a year earlier.

Of the total broiler chicken inventory, native/
unproved chicken accounted for 43.3%, fol-
lowed bybroiler chickenwith a34. b%sbm-é ‘aﬁd
layer chicken with 22.2%, the PSA sald.

In the three months to June, the farmgate
price of chicken averaged P134.13 per kilo-
gram, down 2.4% from a year earlier.

tes the na- | ;!Ahout67 '@bfthetJ

. hogs declined 5.1% to P169.73 per

" The 'PSA also reported 2 195 year on year

rise in hog productlon durmg the quarter to

"4zﬁ 72 thousand MT.

The top producer during‘the penod was
Central Visayas with 54.44 thousand MT,
“followed by Calabarzon (53.84 thousand),
Northern Mindanao (5098 thousand), Cen-
tral Luzon (42.35 ‘thousand), and Western'
Visayas (42.03 thousand). : :

___These regions.accounted for 57.6% of the .
coun’cry‘s total hog production during the
period, the PSA said.

i As ofgune 30, the national hog inventory
was up 14%yearonyearat1007mﬂhonhead
pulatmn is
growh'by e the remain-
ing 29.2% and 32% are grownbycommerclal
and semi-commercial farms, respectively, the
PSAsaJd

'\ The average flnmgm price of‘shﬁghtm&
per kilogram.

Meanwhile, the production of chicken egg
and cattle for the April to June period, fell by

2.1% and 1%, respectively.

Chicken egg productmn dropped to 81"‘74
' thousand MT from 185.58 thouéanci a year
‘earlier.

Calabarzon remained the top producer of
egg!:thhS!)BﬁthoﬂsandMT during theperiod,
followed by ‘Central Luzon (33.34 thousand),
" Central Visayas (19.97 thousand), Northern
Mindanao (15.94 thousand), and Western Vi-
sayas (9.71 thousand), These top producers
__accounted for 76.4% of the national total.

As of June 20, the layer chicken ﬂocl;dq—
clined 1.4% year on year to 66. 96,

xGattle productlon edged Jow;r, t0.60.95 |
thuusand M,;[‘ from 61.54 thousand a year

B earl.ler. :

‘The tcp ﬁve produc,ers of cattls for the
period were Northern Mmdanab w:th 956
thousand MT, Calabarzon with 8.24 tIiou-
 sand, Bicol with 6.28 thousand, ‘Tloc bs with
576 thousand, and Central Visayas m‘th 5.76
- thousand.

These regions accounted for 575% of the
national cattle output for the quarter. —
Adrian H. Halili
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‘LIVESTOCK PROD UcTr@N UP IN Q2

i2THE government reported that livestock output rose

»between April and June 2023, the government said.

< from the Philippine Statistics Authority showed
that the total chicken production in the second quarter

nwas at 477.76 thuusand metric tons (MT) liveweight.
. This indicated an annual growth of 3.2 ‘percent from N

Jthe 463.12 thousand MT in the same period of 2022.
:  As of June 30, the total chicken inventory reached
200.21 million birds, 2.8 percent higher than'the previ-
¥ ous year’s same period count of 194.71 million. ‘
The average farmgafe price of broiler chrclren was

74 AUG 2023 -
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P134.13 per‘kllog.ram {kg) lrvewerght; lower by 2 4‘pe'r-

; cent from previous year’s price level of P137.39 per kg.

 Meanwhile, hog production in the same period werlt

upby 10 pertentto42172 thousand MT liveweight, -
8,40 nd MT output a year earlier.

Abﬁrfﬁ?‘s rcent l%?:hu:amuntry’s swine popula- !
tion came fmm small-hold farms while the remaining
29.2 percent and 3.2 percent were from commercial
- and semi-commercial farms, respectively

.~ The average farmgate price of hogs was at P169.73
per kg IIvewmght for this quarter

MichaelRicaort, chiefeconomist at izal Commercal
Banking Corp,, attributed the increase in production of

- chicken and swine as a response to higher demand as the

economy reopened toward greater normalcy. -
Ricafort also cited the plckup in demand during the .

Sacatn season and the seasonal increase in travels

around the country that also led to higher demand.
Meanwhile, carabao production in the country aI's_o"

* increased by 0.5 percent to 33.72 thousand MT com- |

pared to the 33.57 thousand MT posted lastyear.
The carabao inventory was estimated at 2.73 million
heads, a decrease of 1.2 percent from the previous
year's same period count of 2.77 million.
The avetage farmgate price of carabao was at
P144.56 per kg for this quarter.

- Onthe other hand, cattle production was registered at
60.95 thousand MT, an annual decline of 1.0 percent from -
61.54 thousand MT in the same period in 2022. _

Ricafort said that the decline in cattle output was
due to higher input costs such as feed, which also -
narrowed the profit margins of producers.

-~ Duckegg production also fell by 8.6
14.26 thousand MT. This was lower from 20225 same

* month output of 15.60 thousand MT.

~ The total duck laying flock inventory was estimated
at 8.02 million birds, 1.4 percent higher than the
prevlous year’s count of 7.90 million.
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Onion, rice prices soar

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE AND JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E average retail price of red onions soared
to P206.59 per kilogram in July based on
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) data.

The cost of rice also increased,
although at a “minimal” rate.

The average price of onion
reached P206.59 per kilogram on
July 1 to 5, up by 2.0 percent from
its average retail price of P202.63
per kilo during the second phase
of June 2023.

The highest price — P270 a kilo
— was recorded in Eastern Samar.
Among the regions, Mimaropa
(Region 4B) logged the highest
average price at P242.23 a kilo.

During the period, the lowest
average retail price was registered

in the Ilocos Region (Region 1) at

P167.50 per kilogram.
Meanwhile, the movement in
the prices of well-milled rice was
minimal at P45.56 per kilo, up
slightly by 0.4 percent from the
P45.37 per kilogram price level
in the second phase of June 2023.
“In addition, an increment of
0.5 percent was observed relative
to its average retail price of PhP
45,35 per kilogram during the first
phase of June 2023," PSA said.
The highest price of well-milled
rice was seen in Batanes at P67 per
kilo in the said period. By region,
the highest average retail price
of a kilogram of well-milled rice

was reported in Central Visayas
at P48.25,

The average retail price of spe-
cial rice, meanwhile, was P54.22
per kilo, with the highest price
reaching P90 as seen in Cebu City.

The price of other agricultural
commodities such as toma-
toes also went up to P76.27,
or 19.84 percent higher, from
P63.64 per kilo logged in the
second phase of June. Puerto
Princesa City in Palawan record-
ed the highest price of tomatoes
at P141.17 a kilo.

Prices of carrots also rose by
24.2 percent to P131.65 during
the period, in comparison to the
average retail price of P106.63 in
the latter phase of June.

By region, the highest average re-
tail price of a kilogram of carrot was
recorded in Bicol Region at P162.30.
The highest price for carrots was
P195.83 perkilo in Puerto Princesa.

A kilogram of brown sugar had
an average retail price of P83.32
during the first phase of July 2023,
a slight movement of 0.2 percent
compared with the average retail
price of P83.17 per kilogram in the
second phase of June 2023,

Calabarzon (Region 4A, or

Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal
and Quezon) registered the high-
est average retail price of a kilo-
gram of brown sugar at P90.36.

Prices of brown sugar during
the period reached as high as
PP102.50 per kilo, as reported
in Batanes.

On the other hand, the price
of galunggong (round scad) went
down by 1.1 percent to P197.85
per kilo at the national level dur-
ing the same period.

Moreover, its average retail
price declined by 4.4 percent in
comparison to its average retail
price of P206.92 in the first phase
of June 2023. f

Possible

National Economic and Devel-
opment Authority (NEDA) Sec-
retary Arsenio Balisacan said on
Wednesday that it was still pos-
sible to bring down the price of
rice to P20 per kilo, as promised
by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
if the agricultural sector increased
its productivity.

“Our position has always been
that we need to increase produc-
tivity in agriculture. All right?
What drives low prices are in-
creases in productivity. If you
can increase substantially, the
productivity of our farms — for
example, our current yield per
hectare is about 4 tons per hect-

Page of

are,” Balisacan told Palace report-
ers, adding that when prices of
goods are lower, Filipinos will
have better purchasing capability
regardless if the price of rice is
P20 per kilo or not.

“You know what's important for
the farmers, for the poor is their
purchasing power. So, if we can
prevent the purchasing power of
every Filipino from being eroded
by inflation, that is a good direc-
tion to take 'no,” he said.

“Our President [made] a prom-
ise to reduce the price of rice. That
has to be taken in the context
that what we will do is increase
productivity, because if we re-
duce the price of rice at that level
without commensurate increase
in productivity, who will suffer?”
Balisacan added.

The NEDA chief said the gov-
ernment must invest in irrigation,
modern high-yielding varieties of
rice; pest control, and logistics to
increase productivity. ,

“Unfortunately, those cannot
be done overnight — you need
investment; you need the private
sector to invest in logistics, to
invest in post-harvest facilities.
We need government to build
more irrigation systems, durable
and resilient irrigation systems.
We need to develop varieties that '
are resilient to climate change, to
floods. You know, those cannot
happen overnight,” he said.
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P20/kilo ugbigasposible-paﬁn-ma

Posible pa rin umanong
maabot ang P20 kada kilo
ngbigassai!alimngadmif

Marcos

mstmwon? iy
Subalit ayon kay

National Economic and
Development Authority
(NEDA) Secretary Arse-
nio Balisacan sa pulong
balitaan sa Malakanyang,
kailangan pa munang
 palakasin ang produksyon
ng palay sa bansa.
Iginiit pa ni Balisacan na
hindi rin kakayanin ng isang

“Indonesia at

gabi lang o overnight na
agad maibaba ang presyo

syo ng bigas at magagawa
lamang ito kung bibigyan
ng sapat na ayuda ang
maayos

mga ma
na iri 1 at iba pa.

pa. -
Partikular na iniha-

limbawa ng kalihim an

mga bansang Thailand,
ietnam na
mataas ang produksyon

ng palay at ang

_presyo ng bigas.

Dapat ay noon pa
umano ginawa ng gobyer-
no ang pagtulong sa mga -
magsasaka para hindi
nahuhuli ang Pilipinas.

Bagamat posible at
binubuhusan na umano
ng gobyerno ngayon ang
resources at panahon ang
agrikultura para mapaa-

ngat ‘ang produksyon ay

hindi pa rin masabi kung
kailan makakamit ang
inaasam na P20 na kilo
ng bigas. (Gemma Garcia)
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‘Soybeans down, wheat up

SINGAPORE- Chicago soybean
futures lost more ground on
Wednesday as early promising
results from a US crop tour eased
some of the earlier supply con-
cerns over dry weather conditions.

Wheat ticked higher amid strong

global demand and an unexpected
decline in US spring wheat condi-
tions. :
“Reports from the Pro Farmer
Midwest crop tour for corn and
soybean look promising,” ING
said in a note.

Nebraska corn yield prospects
and soybean pod counts are higher
than last year, but below their
three-year averages, scouts on an

annual tour of top US production-

states found on Tuesday.

Indiana corn yield prospects are. :

higher than last year, byt below the-
three-year average, while soybean:
crop potential in the state is the-
strongest in five years, scouts on an'
annual tour of top US production:
states found on Tuesday.

The most-active soybean con-*
_ tract on the Chicago Board of'

Trade (CBOT) was down 0.1
percent at $13.45 a bushel. Corn®
added 0.3 percent to $4.80-3/4 a
bushel and wheat rose 0.4 percent’
to $6.30 a bushel.-

- The US Department of Ag-
ticulture’s crop ratings, released
after Monday’s close, fell below
expectations. - Reuters

Insight
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Midwest braces for 115-degree heat, renewing crop worries

HEAT wave sweeping the
AMidwest is threatening to
dry out grain crops in the
final few weeks of the growing

season, putting at risk a bumper
harvestin the United States that’s

key to keeping global food infla- '

tion in check.

Temperatures are forecast to
reach as high as 115 degrees in
parts of the Midwest this week,
renewing worries from earlier in
the season when drought drove
crop conditions to their worst
since the late 1980s before they
improved significantly with the
return of rain.

- Now, excessive heat is jeopar-
dizing what is expected to be the
second largest US corn crop on re-
cord, atatimewhentheglobalmar-
ket is looking to the US for supply
certainty. Thelast few months saw
military escalations in the Black
Sea contribute to one of the most
volatile periods in the history of
grain trading.

Signs of dryness known as “tip
back,” where tops of the corn ears
are lacking kernels, were widely
reported in South Dakota when
scouts visited fields on the first
day of the Pro Framer Crop Tour.
And this week’sheatcould exacer-
bate yield loss as many plants are
still immature.

TIP back on corn ears during the 2023
Pro Farmer crop tour in South Dakota
on August 21, 2023. TARSOVELOSO/BLOOMBERG

“The upcoming heat wave will
shrink somekernels. Itisnotin the
bag yet, especially given different

growth stages we have seen,” said '

Iowa farmer Marty Tegtmeier.

In Ohio, while fields looked
lush and green from the road, it
was common to see gnarled ears
of grain with missingkernels that
pointed to less-than-ideal condi-
tions during the yield-setting pol-
lination phase. “Hopefully this
week of drier and hotter weather
won’t be a problem,” said Thiago
Oliveira, portfoliomanagerat BTG
Pactual in Brazil.

Soybeans are even earlier in
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their growth stage, with plants
still setting pods. Most fields seen
in the South Dakotaleg of the tour
were toodry for pod development.
“If it rains we will see more pods
out, but it doesn’t look good for
that,” said Brad Feckers, an lowa
farmer and crop scout.

Soybean demand
CHINESE soybeandemand growth
is expected to wane in the next
few years amid slower population
growthandachangein thenation’s
consuming habits, according to
meat producer Wellhope Foods Co.
Soybean purchases by the

world’s largest importer should

stabilize at roughly 100 million
metrictonsatleastfor thenextfive
years, Vice President Sun Lige said
in an interview during a US Soy-
bean Export Council conferencein
New York. That’s 1 million metric
tonsmorethanthe US Department
of Agriculture’s projection for the
2023-24 season.

Chinese imports of soybean,
a key ingredient to animal feed,
soared roughly fivefold since the
early 2000s as rapid economic
growth created an expanding
middle class that can afford more
protein in their diets. But China’s
$18-trillion economy is now slow-
ing, with JPMorgan Chase & Co.,
Barclays Plc and Morgan Stanley
downgrading their projections
for economic growth this year to
below the government'’s 5-percent
target.

What's more, consumers are

- gradually shifting their meat con-

sumption from pork to alternative
proteins such as fish and chicken,

which require less feed to grow, .

according to Lige.
“White meat is typically seen
as/ cheaper, healthier and easier

 to cook,” Lige said. The shift is

driven by consumer preferences
rather than government policy,
he added. Bloomberg News



	1
	24-0001
	24-0002

	2
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003

	3
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003
	24-0004

	4
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003
	24-0004
	24-0005

	5
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003
	24-0004
	24-0005

	6
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003
	24-0004
	24-0005

	7
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003
	24-0004
	24-0005

	8
	24-0001
	24-0002
	24-0003
	24-0004


