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Traders: Palay prices rise
as supply still tight
OCAL rice traders said over the ‘ el
weekend that unmilled rice prices

ent up by P1 per kilogram as the
supply of the staple remains tight.

Traders in Intercity Industrial
Estate also said palay prices may
continuetogoup untilnextmonth,
or just before the peak harvest
season. :

“This is because of the supply
of rice in warehouses is still thin
and also because there are only a
few farmers who are harvesting
the staple.”

Rice traders also noted that

other countries are already pre-
paring for the possible impact of
ElNifio on production, particularly
after India banned the export of
non-basmati white rice and Viet-
nam and Thailand raised prices.

Meanwhile, Bantay Bigas is
urging the government to buy
at least “20 [percent] to 25 per-
cent” of the fresh rice harvests
of Filipino farmers.

FRESHLY harvested rice in the Philippines ~

isshown in this file photo. BloovBeRGNEWS

Bantay Bigas spokesperson
Cathy Estavillo said the govern-
ment can buy the crop of farmers
during harvest.

$
&

“The government should con-

* sider selling subsidized rice to

make it affordable,” she said.
Subsidies to farmers should be

the “immediate” solution of the
government for now, besides task-
ing farmers to continue planting
rice to augment the production
losses in previous typhoons.

Estavillo alsoadded that Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. as an
agriculture secretary should also
give “at least P50,000” to farmers
whose crops were destroyed by
previous storms.

“He should scrap the policies
that allow the flood of imported
rice. Really when it comes to food,
especially rice, the government
should not leave the trade of rice
to the private sector.”

Rice may again be the cause
of higher inflation in the coming
months as Philippine Statistics
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Authority (PSA) data showed that
pricesreturned tolevels that were
seen prior to the implementation
of alaw that sought to bring down
the price of the staple.

PSA data showed rice infla-
tion averaged 4.2 percent in July
2023, the highest since February
2019 when the increase in the
commodity’s prices was at 4.5
percent. The Rice Trade Liberal-
ization Act was implemented in
March 2019. -

“Ngayon, hindi pasiya [rice pric-
es] ganun kataas but I agree [the]
observation na pwedeng ito ang
magiging source ng future infla-
tion natin,” National Statistician
Claire Dennis S. Mapa said in a
press briefing. Raadee. Sausa
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Marcos taps
ex-NTA head
as NIA deputy
administrator

By FREDDIE 6. LAZARD

CANDON CITY, Ilocos Sur -
President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. has appointed former National
Tobacco Administration (NTA)
‘Administrator Robert Victor Seares
Jr. as deputy administrator for
the administrative and finance
sector of the National Irrigation
Administration (NIA).

Seares was recently sworn in by
Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin
in Malacanang. :

Appointed as the youngest NT.
administrator by then President
Rodrigo Duterte at the age of 40,
Seares succeeded his father, former
NTA Administrator Robert Lizardo
Seares Sr., after he died of illness.

During his term as NTA admin-
istrator, Seares Jr. implemented
the Agriculture department’s twin
objectives of “Masaganang Ani,
Mataas na Kita” by increasing the
productivity and income of farm-
ers by five percent and 11 percent
per annum, respectively.

He also spearheaded the con-

struction of the first solar-powered

irrigation system in the Cordillera
region in Barangay Kimmalaba in
Dolores, Abra, where he was may-
or at the age of 30 from 2010-2019;,

Seares also developed the

Sustainable Tobacco Enhancement
Program, a five-year industry de-
velopment roadmap in line with the
OneDA Strategy to accelerate the
modernization and industrializa-
tion of the tobacco industry.
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M LOP
PROGRAM GAINS TRACTION [N ASEAN

Kapatid Angat Lahat sa Agri Program, the Agri MSME
development program of Go Negosyo, is starting fo gain
traction in the ASEAN region. ASEAN Business Advisory
Council Philippines chair Joey Concepcion shared this as
the 55th. ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting was
concluded last August 19, 2023 in Semarang, Indonesia.

In his speech before the ASEAN Economic Ministers,
Concepcion said that the ASEAN BAC Philippines is now
starting to forge partnerships among ASEAN member states
to expand the KALAP initiative fo address agricultural
productivity in each country and u]’tfmm contribute to the
region's food security.

‘KALAP is an agri MSME develOpmerﬁ"program that builds
food security, boost"farm productlvuty,g and raise farmer
incomes by enabling them to b@come ahtrepreneurs he
said in his speech. .

KALAP signed the first of thesé‘agreements with Malaysia
last July 27 during President Fé luand Marcos Jr’s state
visit.- Since then, five more mie T States have shown
interest in participating, and Cﬁncepelén is confident that
more ASEAN member-states will soor éome onboard.

In addition, Concepcion said a regio lide implementation
of the Agri-MSME development initiative might be a good
time to revisit and expand the logistics ASEAN RO-RO
Network Initiative, which was co-launched by President Joko
- Widodo during ASEAN50 in 2017,

“We are working towards bringing in as many ASEAN
countries to collaborate, and we are grateful for the help of
Indonesia, especially ASEAN BAC chair Ars;ad Rasjid,” he
said.

Concepcion noted the synergy between ASEAN BAC
Indonesia and ASEAN BAC Phnllpplnes in its prioritization of
food security, as well as the need for the ASEAN to
strengthen regional supply chains. Specifically, he noted the
ASEAN BAC Indonesia’s own agri-MSME development
progi‘hm which shares S|m|lar principles and objectives as
KALAP. . .

The Inclusive Closed Loop Model is being implemented as
one of the legacy programs of ASEAN BAC Indonesia to
mark its chairmanship. The program aims to empower
MSMEs and farmers with finance, knowledge, technology,
and market access, and aligns with KALAP’s aim of raising

D AGRI-MS
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farm produchwty by mlegratlng them into the value chain of
large  agriculture cothgahles also called big-brother
companies.

The ASEAN BAC chair emphasized inclusiveness as a
goal that is embodied in its chairmanship’s theme of ASEAN
Centrality. In previous interviews, Rasjid noted that ASEAN
economy’s great potential, and the importance of bemg
innovative in its approaches to ensure that no one is left
behind.

For his part, Concepcion reiterated the importance of private
sector working side by side with government, as reflected in the
ASEAN BAC's mandate to provide private sector feedback and
guidance to boost ASEAN's efforts towards economic
integration. “The region's bright economic future can be fully
realized when government and private sector work together.”
he said.

Along with the KALAP agriculture MSME partnership,
ASEAN-BAC Philippines also called on the ASEAN
Economic Ministers to support the strengthening of the
ASEAN Creative Economy  Working Group and
institutionalize its legacy project. of its_chairmanship, the
AMEN mentorship program. The AMEN program “has
already completed Phases 1 and 2, and is readying the
implementation of Phase 3.

The ASEAN-BAC meetings are in preparation for the
ASEAN Business Investment Summit, which is scheduled to
be held in Jakarta in September 2023. At this event, the
results of the previous meetings will be communicated to the
leaders of ASEAN countries. ; -
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HE Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) should rethink

its proposed changes to .

the palm oil import policy of the
government, according to a non-
government organization.

Bantay Palengke said restrict-
ing palm oil imports will trigger
a surge in cooking oil prices and
makeitlessaccessible particularly
to poor households.

The group urged the gov-
ernment to conduct “thorough
consultations” with consumers
before enacting changes in its
import policy.

“We are deeply concerned that
the proposed restriction [on palm
oil importationl, if implemented,
could have significant adverse
effects. It’s likely that such limi-

tations on free trade could cause

palm oil prices‘'to spike, along
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‘Group urges govt to rethink palm oil import policy

with the broader vegetable oil in-
dustry—including coconut oil,”
said Bantay Palengke Convenor
Lester Codog.

“This, in turn, might have a
direct impact on the collateral-
free micro-financing provided by
traders, while simultaneouslyren-
dering backyard compound feed
producers uncompetitive in com-
parison to larger multinational
corporations.”

Codogalsosaid thatthe revenue
being envisioned by the govern-
ment in the imposition of value-

- added tax (VAT) on imported palm

oil may not materialize.

“What could transpire is the
shift of VAT-exempt volumes to-
ward multinational feed mills,
who would subsequently mark
up prices before selling to lower-
income Filipino consumers.”

The group alleged that Coconut
Oil Refiners Association Chair-
man Jesus Arranza is the main
proponent of the change in palm
oil importation policies.

“It is our position that Mr.
Arranza’s lobbying efforts for a
competitor sector should be dis-
missed based on the fact that his
business will gain undue com-

~ petitive advantage once his pro-

posals are implemented. In fact,
it is the height of irony that Mr.
Arranzaislobbyingagainstpalm
oil and palm olein importation
when his company had been im-
porting palm oil and palm olein
in the past.”

The group had warned against
imposing “unnecessary restric-
tions” on the importation of palm
oil, saying this will lead to higher
food prices.

“Wehadbeeninfprmed that the
DAis considering some policy pro-
posalsthatwill surely hurtFilipino
consumers,” Codog said.

“We have been monitoring is-
sues being raised by various sec-
tors including some quarters that
are competing with the palm oil
industryand we are wary that they
have misguided our policymakers
on this issue.” ;

Codogsaid thatamong the pro-

posals include the prohibition of |

palm oil trading, which is neces-
sary for backyard feed producers
to continue operating.

“If we allow this prohibition on
palmoil trading, palm oilimporta-
tion willnow solely be the domain
of large scale feed manufacturers.
This triggers monopoly pricing
andapotentialabuse of dominant
position.” RaadeeS. Sausa
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THE PHILIPPINES imported 2.19 million~

metric tons (MT) of rice in the year to date,
down 42.8% from a year earlier due to higher
international rice prices, the Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI) said.

‘The BPI said rice imports in August up to
Aug. 24 fell 56.4% year on year to 188,933.9 MT.

Federation of Free Farmers National
Manager Raul Q. Montemayor said that rice
importers were greatly affected by the hlgher
market prices.

“It has become too expensive and risky for
some importers to bring in rice specially after
the India exportban,” Mr. Montemayor said in
aViber message.

‘Ateneo de Manila economics professor
Leonardo A. Lanzona said in a Messenger chat

. that the rice export curbs by Vietnam have

also affected rice imports.

“As a result, world rice prices have in-
creased, thus resulting in lower 1mp0rts Mr.
Lanzona said.

India announced in July that it had unposed
an immediate ban on exports of non-basmati
white rice to ensures domestic availability of
the commodity.

Vietnam also announced that by 2033 it plans
to reduce rice exports to four million tons a year.

In the year to date, Vietnam remained

‘the Philippines’ top source of rice, shipping

W LIBRARY
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'1.97 million MT or 91. 2% of total Philippine
'1mports

Thailand and Myanmar shipped 90,459 MT
and 85,545 MT, respectively.

Rice imports from India hit 13,187.39 MTin
the year to date, equivalent to 0.6% of the total.

The Department of Agriculture’s price
monitors placed the price of domestic well-
milled rice on Aug. 24 at between P45 and P57,
while regular-milled rice was selling for P41
to P55.

Imported well-milled rice was Selling in
Metro Manila markets at between P46 and
P52. The Philippines does not import reglﬂa:

‘milled rice. — Adrian H. Halili
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'BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) has issued an order for the
establishment of processing fa-
~ cilities for fruits and vegetables in
: Camannes Sur.

 Under DA munomdumordcr

number 57 seties of 2023 signed by
Senior Undersecretaty Domingo
Panganiban on August 18, the
facility is being pushed as Bicol
region is one of the suppliers of
agricultural goods in Metro Manila.

The order also aims to cover
processes and procedures on the
use and release of funds allocated

Malaya
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DA to sét up fruit, veggie
processing facilities in CamSur

for the establishment the facility

in Camarines Sur. The General

Appropriations Act for fiscal year
2023, a P290 million has been al-
located for the project.

~ Of the amount, P240 million

‘will be for the purchase of equip-
ment for dry fruits and vegetable
line; puree line; storage; and can-

ning line while the remaining P50
million will for the construction of
a bu.tldmg for the facility.

DA said among six provinces in
Bicol, the province of Camarines

Sur has the largest production

area which is about 50 percent
of the region’s production area

eqmvalent to 40,114.60 hectares

with an average production of .

163,015.16 metric tons of fruits
and vegetables.

The agency added since fatm—
ing is one of the primary sources
of income for 18,000 farmers in
the province, the establishment
of processing facilities will help
local producers to have a steady
access to market with high farm
gate price and help boost the lo-
cal economy.

Apart from increasing farmers’
income, the project is also seen
to increase the supply of food as
it will improve food shelf-life to

resolve food wastage and make
seasonal food available thxoughgut
the year.

The otder added that propo—
nent of the facility should have
no unliquidated balance from the
DA and must have owned at least
a hectare of agricultural land in
Barangay San Jose in Pili, Cama '
rines Sur.

A project evaluation and assess-
ment and monitoting technical
wortking group will also be created
for the facility as the guideline is
set to be effective during the entire
duration of the project or until
Dec. 31, 2024. .
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Rice |mports up month on month

THE Phlhppmes rice im«
ports went up in August
from a month earlier but
were still lower reckoned
from the start of 2023, data
from the Department of Ag-
riculture’s Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI) showed.

As of August 24, inbound
shipments of the grain
totaled 188,933.89 metric
tons (MT), 20.56 percent
higher compared to July’s
156,711.75 MT,

For the year so far, the
highest volume for rice
imports was in April at
513,425.17 MT. | .

Year to date, meanwhile,
the country’s rice imports
totaled 2.18 million MT,
down 21.17 percent from the
2.77 million MT recorded in
January-August last year.

Vietnam remained the
country’s top source of
rice, having shipped 1.96
million MT and accounting
for 89. 96 percent of total
|mports

Thalland followed with
90,459 MT, Myanmar with
85,545 MT and Pakistan
with 25,520.89 MT.

India, which announced
an export ban on their non-
basmati white rice in July,
supplied the country with
13,187.39 MT or about 0.60
percent of the country s
rice imports.

The remaining 4,570.72 MT
came from Cambodia, China,
Japan, Italy and Spain.

Federation of Free Farm-
ers national manager Raul
Montemayor said that rice
imports to date had been
“relatively small.”

“A comparatively low
starting inventory on Janu-

‘ary 1,2023 and only a slight

improvement in the first
semester output all lead to

‘the current tight supply situ-
‘ation and explains the rise in

rice prices,” he added.
According to the DA’s

latest price monitoring

report, imported well-

milled rice was being sold

at between P46 and P52
per kilogram (kg), up by P5
from the highest price of
P48 a month ago.

Imported special rice,
meanwhile, was priced be-
tween P52 and P65 per kg,
higher by P7 in relation to
July’s price at P58.

Montemayor said the
tight supply was likely to
continue until new harvests
enter the market in the lat-
ter part of September.

“We will have a respite

" until the end of the year but

if imports do not expand
significantly, high rice prices
will prevail in the first half
of next year,” he claimed.

If the El Nifio weather
pattern also negatively af-
fects the dry season crop
in the first semester next

year, Montemayor added

the country will be in an
“even worse situation come
the lean months in 2024.”
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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THE Phll:ppme Cﬂamber of Com-
merce and I’nddstry (PCCI) sup-
ports the further developm‘eznt
of the agricultural sector of Min-
danao, which is a"fna]or sburce
of the country’s farm and ﬁéheny
products.

In an email sent on Saturday to "
The Manila Times, PCCI President
Gemge Barcelon’ embhasmed‘ the
need to further uplift M]ﬁdanap $°
agricultural sector ‘as it helped’
the country attain food security, -
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including duﬁﬂg’ the pandemic.
’Mmdanﬁ‘b continues to make
stibéfahﬁal éo‘nirjbi.flloﬂ’s to ﬂlé’
cotntry's agriculttire output de-
sp pite the adverse effects of the

pandenuc that pulled down' pro-
duction in some sectors,” he' said.

““Even if there was a dqdlﬁe in

the' hvestdck and podh’.ry‘ indus-
tries, selected industrial s crops and

frit crops in Mmdanao such as.
rubber, pineapple, banana, coco-
~nut, corn and cassava have fared

it "pilog

PCCI su pp@rts need 'iio:ubp
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as hfghr ghted in the Department
of Aghculhlfe s Ia_tegt Phlllpplne
Agnaﬂmré pérformance report,
Barcelon added. '

able agntulture‘ ‘”Mmdahao is
necessary “to preseﬂze the region’s

natural resources and enhancef

their quality and 1 marketablhty

friendly farming methods such
-as organic farming and integrated

pest mana ement that will also

“enhanc

Jahxhty

As. such pnonuzmg sustam-'

.....

hfthq ndanao agn sect®r

well in their pro&uqtibn output

Encouragmg foocl processmg gnd
agro—mdustnal ventures can cre-
ate addmonal mcome streams
and eu;tgloyment opportumu ‘
Barcelon said.

Inﬁ‘astmcture also pfays a bng
roleini unpmvmg logistics to move
farm and food p;oducts and Min-
danao is well positioned to be. the

. gateway to a number of markets in
“This mctud‘es prmﬁoffng eco-

,,,,,,

i Developmg the tmnsportatlon
and Iog:st:cs infrastructure can
new opportumtm for busi-_

e'the g qmuq:x tlLdBrnesnb
lﬁ‘ﬁ‘; prod cis' and mtefné‘uﬁnal‘ti-ade.ﬂhzs,

m 30: - ... turn, will lead to job creation and.
B .&Thg f xﬁodern Iech Ha boostm egonomlc,growth across

nology in ture is also cru-
cial, as:twnll help farmers employ
'techmques ’for%ettér decxsmq—
“'making. o ;
i “'Embrac?ng modem farming
techniques, precision agriculture,
“and advanced technologies can
“significantly boost productmty
“and efficiency,” Barcelon said.
'_ ‘ih& ,ddcmg smart irrigation
ns, using’ dtones for crop
nic’;mtbm{g, and employmg
si0

dri‘vér}
ower'fanﬂers O‘make
choi’oés, léadm toxn (;-.

b,eadd’éﬂ""_ i
""“Purtﬁérmd‘fe‘;"f‘or d

g 4

consumers.

: "Beyond pntpaxy prod
‘there is mgmﬁchnt pote
developing value-added pre

vanous aecto“h Baﬁcelon said.
‘With its strategic location,
Mmqanao becomes an attractive.
gateway for q:adg bg;vgqen the.
Philippines and the nqghboqng
_countries of Brunel, Indonesia,
~and Malays:a. he added.
Mindanao is a key copmbutor
to ;‘.he com}try’s economic deyel-
opment. posting 7.2 percent gross
regxonh], c(omesncpmduct,(GRDP)
growth in 2022.
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requlres enhanced productfvnty of |
elfare the rice sector where '--- 4

The Philippine Rice ‘ -
stitute (PhilRice) reported Jas
Rtk palay s nationwide

“‘"‘fl“‘ ‘ﬁ; 2] l -_|'.‘."c’ ‘.: - y {e:‘- : has

beneﬁtlng local farmers, a top ofﬁc1al of the

American Cha,mbgr of Commerce of the Phﬂlppmas

(AmCham) said. -

AmCham Agnbusmms Comxmt-
tee Chairman Christopher Matthew
llagan also told The Manila Times

| ol ot ,”~ ',_ 2 { i
matﬂlékeytoprowdmgaffordﬁble '
food for ‘consumdm is for farmers
to producé 'more yolmndfrpih the

"Ihe recent rise in rice prices has  Nueva Euja, P241n Bataan; and P23

seen the farmer benefit in the short
term, while the consumers have'
started feeling the pinch on their:
wallets, he said in a Viber message.
PhﬂRm&PhﬂfppmeRléelnfonna
tion System data: showed that from

Juliislmmge 2023 theava'age'

in Bulacan.

‘Data from 'the D partment of
Ag&mﬂture (DA)-National Rice
‘also showed that palay
prices ‘reached'P17.69/kg for fresh
‘and P19.73/kg for dry in March,

Prog

hlgherthan the P15 99/1(3 forfl‘esh

afood security oonsxderanon.
“Finding that balance between
farmer livelihoods and constimer
well-being is what should be pur--
sued, bmntalmtma},.hé'gaid(;:

': mdA

theu- produce to consumers at sull f
affordablé rates, Ilagan said.

le agriulture sector is
one where farmers are provided their
! fair livelihood while at the s

He emphasized that enhanced ., ensuring the larger constiming Mﬁ

produCtmty of the rice sector is
quired inthe medium to long'term,

f) i ‘.":) \({

AP IS

s affordable, accessble and
'le wpplf 5" he dddéd.
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BFAR confirms red tide in 10 coastal areas in Panay

By TARA VAP

ILOILO CITY - The Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR)-6 (Western Visayas) con-
firmed the presence of red tide in
10 coastal areas in Panay Island
following the death of a boy after
eating “tahong” or green mussels.

~ “To safeguard human lives, the

public is strongly advised to stop
from eating, gathering or harvest-
ing, transporting, and marketing
all types of shellfish and shrimp
species locally known as ‘alamang’
or ‘hipon,’” the BFAR-6 said in
a shellfish bulletin released on
Saturday, August 26.

Capiz has the most number of
coastal areas on Panay Island that

tested positive for red tide.

These areas were the coast-
al waters of capital Roxas City,
Panay, Pilar, Ivisan, President
Roxas, and Sapian. :

Aklan province had three
coastal areas with red tide — the
towns of Altavas, Batan, and New
Washington.

In Iloilo province, waters in

Gigantes Island of Carles town also
tested positive for red tide.
“(But) fish, squids, shrimps,
and crabs are safe for human
consumption provided that they
are fresh and washed thoroughly
and internal organs such as gills
and intestines are removed before

" cooking,” said BFAR-6 Director

Remia Aparri.
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Oriental Mindoro OKs transport of hogs to Panay Island

By JERRY ALCAYDE

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental
Mindoro ~ The provincial gov-
ernment has allowed the trans-
port of live hogs from this prov-
ince to Panay Island which is
still under a state of calamity
due to the contagious African
Swine Fever (ASF).

Gov. Humerlito A. Dolor is-
sued Executive Order No. 57 ap-
proving the new hog transport
agreement on August 24 with
emphasis that traders from
Oriental Mindoro should sell
their products at not less than
the farm gate price of P150 per
kilo.

Under the order, only live-
stock haulers from Oriental

Mindoro who are duly licensed
by the Bureau of Animal Industry
(BAI) shall be allowed to trans-
port hogs to Aklan, one of the fou
provinces in Panay Island. ‘

The delivery trucks will just
drop or transfer the pigs in
Barangay Sambiray in Malay,
Aklan and should not proceed to
piggery farms and production ar-
eas declared or undeclared as ASF-
infected areas.

Prior to their return to Oriental

_ Mindoro, assigned veterinary or

agricultural personnel in Aklan
should ensure that these transport
vehicles are cleaned and should
issue disinfectant ticket to show
that the cleaning process was
performed.

Dolor said that Oriental

Mindoro still implements a to-
tal ban on the entry of live pigs
from other provinces either in
transit or with a final destina-
tion in the province.

“In 2022, we have delivered
a total of 340,000 live hogs out-
side our province which made
Oriental Mindoro as one of the
biggest exporters of pigs in the

country,” Dolor told a group of |

hog raisers during a meeting at
the capitol on Thursday.

Dolor stressed in the meeting
that the prevailing price of P150 per
kilo or more should be maintained
to avoid manipulation of hog prices
and protect local farmers.

One of the conditions imposed
by the governor is the submis-
sion of a proof of purchase to

i

the Veterinary Office of Oriental
Mindoro to show compliance.

Capiz and Aklan and some
parts of Antique and Iloilo
were placed under the state of
calamity due to the ill-effects
of ASF. g
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Shellfish Bulletin No. 20
Series of 2023
26 August 2023

Shellfishes collected and tested from coastal waters of Dauis and Tagbilaran City in Bohol; and Dumanquillas
Bay in Zamboanga del Sur are still positive for Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) or toxic red tide that is beyond the
regulatory limit. Moreover, Sapian Bay (Ivisan and Sapian in Capiz; Mambuquiao and C: ci, Batan in Aklan);
coastal waters of Panay; Pilar; President Roxas; Roxas City in Capiz; coastal waters of Gigantes Islands,
Carles in Iloilo; and coastal waters of Altavas, Batan, and New Washington in Batan Bay, Aklan are now
positive for PSP.

Al types of shelifish and Acetes sp. or alamang gathered from the areas shown above are NOT SAFE for human
consumption. Fish, squids, shrimps, and crabs are safe for human consumption provided that they are fresh and washed
thoroughly, and internal organs such as gills and intestines are removed before cooking.

The following areas continue to be FREE from toxic red tide: coastal waters of Cavite, Las Pifias, Parafiaque, Navotas,
Bulacan, and Bataan (Mariveles, Limay, Orion, Pilar, Balanga, Hermosa, Orani, Abucay, and Samal) in Manila Bay; mariculture
areas in Infanta, coastal waters of Bolinao, Anda, Alaminos, Sual, and Wawa, Bani in Pangasinan; mariculture areas in Rosario,
and Sto. Tomas in La Union; coastal waters of Pampanga; Masinloc Bay in Zambales; Pagbilao Bay, Pagbilao, and coastal waters
of Walay, Padre Burgos in Quezon; Honda, and Puerto Princesa Bays, Puerto Princesa City, and coastal waters of Inner Malampaya
Sound, Taytay in Palawan; coastal waters of Milagros and Mandaon in Masbate; Sorsogon Bay, and Juag Lagoon, Matnog in
Sorsogon; coastal waters of Borongon, San Dionislo in lloilo; coastal waters of E.B. Magalona, Talisay City, Silay City, Bacolod City,
Hinigaran, and Victorias City in Negros Occidental; Tambobo, and Siit Bays, Siaton; and Bais Bay, Bais City in Negros Oriental;
coastal waters of Daram, and Zumarraga, Cambatutay, Irong-irong, Magueda, San Pedro and Villareal Bays in Samar; coastal
waters of Guluan in Eastern Samar; coastal waters of Leyte, Calubian, Ormoc, Sogod, Carigara Bay, and Cancabato Bay, Tacloban
City in Leyte; coastal waters of Biliran Island; Tantanang Bay In Zamboanga Sibugay; Murclelagos Bay in Zamboanga del Norta
and (Sapang Dalaga, and Baliangao) in Misamis Occidental; Panguil Bay, Tangub City, and coastal waters of Ozamiz City in Misamis
Occidental; coastal waters of Baroy In Lanao del Norte; Taguines Lagoon, Benonl, Mahinog in Camiguin; Balite, and Pujada Bays,
Matl City in Davao Oriental; Malalag Bay in Davao Occidental and Davao del Sur; coastal waters of Nasipit in Agusan del Norte;
Litalit Bay in Surigao del Norte; and coastal waters of Hinatuan, Cortes, Lianga, and Bislig Bays in Surigao del Sur.

+
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FAO: Efforts to safeguard biodiversity receive welcome boost

HE Food and Agriculture

I Organization of the Unit-
: " ed Nations (FEAOQ) said the
Global Biodiversity Framework
Fund has been launched during
the Seventh Global Environmen-
tal Facility (GEF) Assembly in
Vancouver, Canada.

The newly established fund
will facilitate financing for de-
‘veloping countries—which are
often the most biodiverse—to
enhance their ability to protect,
restore and ensure the sustain-
able use of natural resources, as
established through The Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiver-

sity Framework adopted by 196 -

Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity at COP15 in
December 2022. |

“The Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework places ag-
rifood systems at the forefront of
an enormous challenge that will re-
quireimportantfinancialresources,

coordination, and commitment to
implement win-win solutions for
people and the planet. The new

" Fund is also an essential part of

climate action, and a critical step
towards making these solutions a
reality,” FAO Deputy Director-Gen-
eral Maria Helena Semedo saidina
statemente.

The fund, uniquely dedicated
to supporting the Framework and
its action towards halting and re-
versing biodiversity loss by 2030
and putting nature on a recovery
path by 2050, provides an oppor-
tunity to receive funding from all
sources. Two countries have an-
nounced initial contributions to
start its capitalization: Canada
pledged 200 million Canadian
dollars and the United Kingdom
10 million pounds. ;

FAO said biodiversity is the
variety of life at genetic, species
and ecosystem levels. It is essen-
tial for food and agriculture and

indispensable to food security
and sustainable development. It
includes the domesticated plants
and animals that are part of crop,
livestock, forest or aquaculture
systems, harvested forest and
aquatic species, the wild relatives
of domesticated species, and other
wild species harvested forfoodand
other products.

Over half of the targets of the
Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity
Framework are directly related to
agrifood sectors, and FAO is the
custodian of four of the Frame-
work’s headline indicators: ecosys-
tem restoration, fish stocks, areas
under productive and sustainable
agriculture, and sustainable forest
management.

“The transformation of ag-
rifood systems to imake them
more sustainable can unlock
solutions that generate mul-
tiple benefits, including safe-
guarding biodiversity which

can help address the challenges
posed by diverse and changing
environmental conditions and
socioeconomic circumstances.”

Actions such as diversifying
production systems, for example
by using multiple species, breeds

orvarieties, integrating the use of -

crop, livestock, forest and aquatic
biodiversity, or promotinghabitat
diversity in the local landscape
or seascape, increase resilience,
tackle the climate crisis, improve
livelihoods and support food se-
curity and nutrition. .

FAO is a member of the Ad
Hoc Technical Expert group on
Global Biodiversity Framework
Indicators andisalso co-leading,
with the UN Environment Pro-
gram, the UN Decade on Ecosys-
tem Restoration which actively
contributes to the monitoring
and reporting of Target 2 of the
Kunming-Montreal GBF related
to restoring degraded areas.
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RISING SUN

childhood but that we cannot find anymore today, or they

THERE are dishes and delicacies that we remembér from our

may still be around but are more difficult to find. For exam-
ple, a tamarind-based dessert that our grandma used to make, ora
sweet treat that used to be popular in the local market. %,

Once in a while, we discover a
unique local ingredient in a spe-
cialty dish that we happen to order

‘while dining out. Something we've

never heard before like, say, kayu-
manis or katuk. “Whatisthat?” you
askyour companion. And then: “It's
good, I wonder where I can buy it.”
And yet sometimes it's an entire
dish, most likely cooked following
an heirloom recipe. Itis, of course,
very good but you can't find it any-
where else.

Thesearejust some of theissues

or concepts attached to the slow
food movement. But it’s just one
slice of the pie, so to speak. Slow
food is also about knowing the
source or origin (place and farm/
farmer) of every food product or
dish, and being familiar with the
chef or cook as well as the process
of making it. It's also about eating
and using produce and ingredients
in season, making sure it’s organic
or high quality, clean, and fairly
priced. It is about eating mind-
fully and enjoying the flavors and

s to food

In the 1980s when McDonald's
was planning to put up a huge
outlet in Italy, close to a historic
site, there were chefs and food
activists who opposed the idea.
That was the beginning of the
slow food movement, which
now has a presence in more
than 150 countries, including the
Philippines.

textures of the food. It's about pre-
servingaplace’s culinarytradition,
ecosystem, and heritage, at the

. same time sharing the know-how

and resources with members of the
community. s

If you think about it, the slow
food movement is trying to em-
brace so many things—from pro-
duction and sourcing to cooking
and consumption. This is probably

‘why it is sometimes referred to as

a revolution and shows the breadth
and depth of the concepts sur-
rounding it. /

In the 1980s when McDonald’s
was planning to put up a huge outlet

in Italy, close to a historic site, there
were chefs and food activists who
opposed the idea. That was the be-
ginning of the slowfood movement,
which now has a presence in more
than 150 countries, including the
Philippines. There are various Slow
Food communities in the country—
farmers and food producers linked
with chefs, restaurant owners, con-
sumers, and other personalities in
the various local food and culinary
industries.

It is already a given that the
Philippinesisblessed with diverse
resources as far as agriculture,
food production, and culinary
traditions are concerned. We have
passionate farmers, skilled cu-
linary experts, and progressive
restaurant owners and entrepre-
neurs who areall working towards
a common goal—to preserve our
local cuisine and culinaryheritage,
protect our natural resources, and
make sure that traditions and
practices are not forgotten, but
are rather passed on to the next
generations so they can continue
or even enrich it further.
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ngher costs holdihg back chlcken productlon

CHICKEN production growth was at the

lower end of the expected range in the second

quarter : as poultry farmers grapple with high-

er production costs, an industry official said.
“The usual growth for the poultry sector

is 3% to 7% a year. The 3.3% posted for the -

second quarter is at the low end of the range
It’s not a big deal in term of achievement but a
cause for concern,” United Broiler Raisers As-
sociation President Elias Jose M. Inciong said.

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)
reported last week that chicken productmd

rose 3.3% to 477.76 thousénd ‘metric tons ona

‘livéwelght basis.
* The factors affecting produetion inten-

“tions; Mr. Inciong said in a phone interview,
" are the higher cost of inputs. : !

“The cost of production is high, because the
raw materials for feed remain costly,” he said.
'“ 'He added that feed ingredients like corn,

' 'soya, and feed wheat were at record levels,

while coconut oil remained expensive.
Additionally, Mr. Inciong said competition from

mmmmﬁmpm'

‘In the seven months to July, imports of
chicken rose 17.4% to 249.37 million kilos,
accounting for about 35% of all meat imports

‘during the period.

_ Philippine Chamber of Agriculture and
Food, Inc. President Danilo V. Fausto said in.

' a Viber message that the farmgate price of

chicken needs to rise to encourage farmers to
produce more.

For the second quarter, the farmgate price
of chicken averaged P134.13 per kilogram, up
24%frqmayear earher —Adrianll.ﬂ,allli
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Bamboo industry takes leap of faith

Laguna has 95 varieties of bamboo, indicating the huge potential of the province in developing the industry.

BY PAUL ICAMINA

IT’S a long leap of faith. Bamboo
growers and businesses in Laguna
are confident they can pole vault
over the challenges.

That starts with the estab-
lishment of a Laguna Bamboo
Industry Development Council
proposed by Dr. Florentino O.
Tesoro, chair of the industry
group Bamboo Professionals,
during a forum organized by the
Forest Products Research and
Development Institute (FPRDI)
recently.

The forum — attended by 28
bamboo enterprises and 70 rep-
resentatives from local govern-
ments, as well as bamboo growers,
manufacturers, artisans and trad-
ers in Laguna — sought ways to
strengthen the province’s bamboo
industry.

“There are 95 bamboo-based
businesses in the province,” said
Romulo T. Aggangan, FPRDI
director. “This number alone
suggests how much potential the
province has in terms of develop-
ing its bamboo industry.”

The FPRDI has an ongoing
P2.1-million research project to
map out the industry and analyze
the constraints facing different
bamboo stakeholders — from
farmers and suppliers, to the

matrket and end users.

The project has so far looked at
the current status and prospects
of each bamboo enterprise, and
consequently identified firm-level
and industry-wide mtcrvcnuons
based on their needs.

Led by Dr. Ma. Cecile Zamora
and Dr. Carl Anthony Lantican,
it is funded by the Philippine
Couancil for Agriculture, Aquatic
and Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCAARRD).

PCAARRD estimates that with
some 53,000 hectares of bamboo
stands, the Philippines is the
world’s sixth largest exporter of
bamboo.

These are not commercial farms
but rather backyard, riverbank and
forest stands. Still, PCAARRD
estimates that the potential pro-
duction from these stands averages
about 36 million culms a year.

There are many challenges to
the bamboo industry: pests and
diseases; low supply of bamboo
raw materials, quality poles and
planting materials; low survival
rate for propagation; limited tech-
nology for shoot production and
marketing strategies; high cost
of processed products; and weak
transfer of technology.

PCAARRD recommends in-
centives for value-adding activi-
ties to fully develop the bamboo

value chain. Pests and diseases of
bamboo stands should be man-
aged. There is a need to develop
new products such as high-quality
charcoal, textile, nano crystalline
cellulose; and processed bamboo
shoots.

According to the Philippine
Bamboo Industry Development
Council (PBIDC), the Philippines
now has an estimated bamboo
area of around 104,000 hectares.
It generates a value of $60 million
yearly.

The PBIDC believes that with
5.59 million hectares of arable
land, the Philippines can expand
its bamboo area to 400,000 hec-
tares. That can yield a whopping $3
billion (P150 billion) and employ
one million, it said.

Its value goes beyond money.
Bamboo sequesters 12 metric
tons of carbon per hectare an-
nually, more than other plants. It
releases 35 percent more oxygen
than other trees.

Bamboo is a non-timber forest
product, belonging to the family
of grasses. It is a high-value crop
used as food and as material for
buildings, bridges and furniture.

September 18 is World Bamboo
Day.

The FPRDI and PCAARRD
are agencies of the Department
of Science and Technology.
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PH is 2nd top exportet of pineapples

PHILIPPINE export volume of
pineapple grew 5.6 percentin 2022,
according toa tropical fruits mar-
ket review by the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO).

The report said the Philippines
shipped 580,000 metric tons (MT)
of pineapples from 549,000 MT
in 2021, :

 This makes the country the sec-
ond leading exporter of the fruit
after Costa Rica. i
" 'This also marks a recovery from
2021’s 7 percent fall in pineapple
€xports caused by pandemic- related
difficulties and typhoon damage.

The report added based on avail-
able trade data by destination for
2022, Philippine pineapple exports
to China jumped 16 percentyear-on-

- and South America as transport

year butno volume was provided.

China is the top market of

Philippine pineapples with a 43

t share followed by Japan ,
30 percent and South Korea , 13
percent. :

The report also cited industry
sources which said imports of
pineapples from the Philippines
to China benefited from the lo-
gistical difficulties experienced by
supplies coming from Costa Rica

routes from the Philippines re-
mained relatively unaffected by
disruptions.

FAO said contributing to the

increase is the fact that MD2 .

pineapples, the main variety

See PH> Page A2

Top exporters

20182022 intons

PH

cultivated in the Philippines, have
a long shelf life and year-round
production cycle and attrac-
tive price-to-quality ratio.
According to data from the

Philippine Statistics Authority, the
country produced 2.91 million
MT of pineapples in 2022, up 1.9
percent from 2021’s 2.86 million
MT. - Jed Macapagal
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@jordeenelagare

The Philippines’ pineapple ex-
ports increased by 5.6 percent
to some 580,000 metric tons

(MT) in 2022, in contrast to the '

downturn in global shipments,

as the country managed to

capitalize on the logistical
challenges of exporting this
tropical plant.

In its market review, the
- Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAQ) of the United Nations
said the country’s pineapple
exports marked a “strong re-
covery” from the 7-percent de-
crease registered in 2021.

The FAO said the country,
the second largest exporter of
the fruit worldwide, delivered
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more pineappleé as the impact of
COVID-1g-related difficulties and
typhoon damage tapered off.

Citing available trade data,

the Philippines registered a
16-percent increment in ex-
ports to China year-on-year
—the leading recipient of
pineapples 'cultivated in the
archipelago, equivalent to a
quantity share of 43 percent. -

“Industry sources report-
ed that imports of pineapples
from the Philippines to Chi-
na benefited from the logis-
tical difficulties experienced

by supplies from Costa Rica

and . South American origins,
as transport routes from the
Philippines remained relative-
ly unaffected by disruptions,”
the FAO said.

ALEY

Bl

“Another supporting fac-
tor was quoted as being the
long shelf life, year-round pro-
duction cycle and attractive
price-to-quality ratio of the
MDz2 pineapples, the main va-
riety cultivated in the Philip-
pines,” it added.

Likewise, the Philippines re-
tained quantity shares of about
30 percent and 13 percent, re-
spectively, in terms of pineapple

- shipments to Japan and South

Korea in the previous year.

The country made head-
way in selling pineapples
abroad even though global ex-
ports of pineapples dropped
by 2.2 percent to 3.1 million MT
in 2022, largely attributable to
reduced supplies from Costa
Rica.va Lo
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Climate change is helping pests
and diseases destroy our food

crop shortages that have sent prices for
goods like cocoa, olive oil and orange
juice soaring. That's set to become even more
prevalentas extreme weatherevents multiply.

Already, plant diseases cost the global
economy over $220 hillion every year, and
invasiveinsectsatleast $70billion, according
tothe UN's Food and Agriculture Organization.
Pests adapt easily to the changing climate,
with warmer temperatures allowing them to
generate more quickly and migrate faster, in
turn reducing crop yields, according to Leah
Buchman, an entomologist at Georgetown
University.

“As temperature rise, you have this
expanded geographicrangeand thisexpanded
range of insects that will just increase those
diseases that insects spread,” Buchman said.

As a result, destructive moths native to
the Americas have been found devouring
corn and other grains across Africa and Asia.
A whitefly associated with tropical and
subtropical climates has been destroying
tomato plantationsin Europe. Belowaresome
of the cropsthatare struggling as the enemies
that destroy them increase.

PESTS and diseases are ‘exacerbating

Cocoa

WEST Africa, home to two-thirds of global
cocoasupply, hasseen serious difficulties with
its crop in recent seasons, causing wholesale
prices to soar near historic highs this year.

Two diseases in particular have
compounded the problem. Black pod disease
is caused by fungal-like organisms that spread
rapidlyon cacao pods under humid conditions,
turning them black or brown. It has caused
destruction of up to 30 percent of annual
cocoa crops, according to t ie several studies.
Prolonged periods of heavy rain combined
with irreqular patterns have increased
opportunities for it to spread.

Swollen shoot virus is transmitted via
mealybugsthatfeed onthesapofcocoaplants,
and significantly reduces crop yields before
eventually killing the plant. Mealybugs thrive
in warmer temperatures, and can spread the
virus quickly even if only a single seedling is
infected. Uprooting infected trees is the only
way to control the disease, according toWorld
Agroforestry. About 20 percent of the cocoa
crop in Ivory Coast is infected with swollen
shoot, said Steve Wateridge, head of research
at Tropical Research Services.

Tomatoes

THE price of tomatoes in India soared 700
percent last month, ‘an increase so out of
the ordinary that it has sparked social media
memes comparing the cost of the essential
ingredient with anything from petrol to
political influence.

The crop’s output took a hit amid delayed
monsoon, heavy rains in some growing areas
and hotter-than normal temperatures in
June. But it has also suffered because of the
so-called silverleaf whitefly. The sap-feeding
insect has the ability to transmit hundreds of
plantviruses, crimping production of key crops

like tomatoes, but also cassava, beans and

sweet potatoes. In India, the highly infectious
tomato leaf curl virus transmitted by the insect
contributed to devastating losses. The virus
was recently introduced to Europe, possibly
from India and has been causing outbreaks
in several European countries. The insects
have shown high adaptability to changes in

agro-ecosystems, with a combination of hot
weather and high humidity resulting in the
insects’ buildup.

Olives
SPAIN, theworld’s largest olive oil producer, is
facing its own type of oil crisis as drought has
caused outputtodwindle, more than doubling
wholesale costs in the past year. But it's not
only extreme heat and dryness that’s biting
into European olive farmers’ production.
With temperatures in the region rising,
fending off certain diseases has become
more difficult. Xylella fastidiosa is “one of the
most dangerous plant bacteria worldwide,”
according to the European Commission,
and has the potential to cause an annual

production loss of €5.5 billion in the EU. The

bacterium kills plants by clogging vessels
that carry water from roots to leaves, slowly
choking them to death.

Temperatures below -5C (23F) can reduce
the disease viability, but with winter seasons
reaching those temperatures less frequently,
the distribution of suitable areas for the
bacteria may change. In ltaly, at least 20
million of the country’s 150 million olive
trees have already been infected, mostly in
the region of Puglia, which used to contribute
up to 50 percent of Italy’s total annual olive
oil production.

Grains

THE global grains trade has faced trouble for
a number of reasons, not least due to recent
escalations in Russia’s war against Ukraine.
While prices have remained more or less in
check, unfavorable weather and pests have
sparked local production issues in some
countries.

That’s true in China, one of the world’s
top growers of corn, where pests like
the fall armyworm are attacking plants
earlier than usual. Native to the Americas,
the destructive pest is now found across
various continentsincluding Asia and Africa.
Fall armyworms can migrate hundreds of
kilometers in a single night during their
moth stage, and produce many eqgs, raising
theirchances of survival. Warmerand humid
weathersupportssurvival and reproduction
of the pest, allowing larvae to begin their
assault much earlier in a crop cycle.

Orange juice

DAMAGE from hurricanes, frost and diseases
have decimated orange groves in Florida,
pushing US orange juice futures to record
highs this month. Orange growers across
Brazil and the US are struggling to battle the
citrus greening disease, a fatal illness that
causes fruits to get smaller, fall off trees and
produce bitterjuice, causingaglobal shortage.

The disease, transmitted by a insect
known as the Asian citrus psyllid, is considered
the most serious threat to citrus plants. In
Brazil, nearly one in four orange trees in Sao
Paulo State and western Minas Gerais have
the disease, according to research group
Fundecitrus.

An increase in average temperatures in
parts ofthe country’scitrus belt can benefitthe
spread of the insect that carries the bacteria,
according to a study by Brazilian Agricultural
Research company Embrapa..Citrus crop

- outputin Brazil, the world's top exporter, has

also dwindled due to the disease.
Bloomberg News
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Soybeans climb, wheat falls

CHICAGO- Chicago soybeans
climbed on Friday, bolstered by
extreme heat and mixed results on
the final day of a Midwest crop tour.
- Corn traded much of the day
mixed, ending just under even as
crop production remains robust,
despm recent yield-eroding weather.
Wheat fell as global supplies
remain plentiful, though signs of
“concern have crept into some key
growing regions.”
The mostactive soybean contract -
on the Chicago Board of Trade
(CBOT) ended up 16 cents at
$13.87-3/4 a bushel, after i
a one-month high of $13.90-1/2, its

highest since July 28,

For the week, soybeans added
2.48 percent, its second consecutive
weekly gain.

CBOT corn eased 1/4 cent to
$4.88 a bushel, ﬁmshmg the Week
down 1.22

CBOT wheat fell 10 cents to
$6 21-3/4 a bushel, ending the week
down 2.97 percent .

US 2023 soybean producnon
could total 4.110 billion bushels, ad-
visory service Pro Farmer said after
the market close, below the USDA’s
most recent estimate of 4.205 billion
bushels. Pro Farmer pegs yield at
49.7 bushels per acre. - Reuters

Page

of



	28-0001
	28-0002
	28-0003
	28-0004
	28-0005
	28-0006

