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IMPORTED NA BIGAS KUNG
MAY KAKUTSABA KA
SA CUSTOMS.

Sampolan ang smugglers
at hoarders ng bigas
HANGGA'T administras-

yong Mareos na smugglem at hoa ers ng bigas
g presyo nito ay maglging

panaginip lamang. l-tllndi ﬁn
ham angmga
Plllplno Hang‘%y may m a sukab na smugglers at

nama g n glnto angprasgm_
ang mamamayan ong nagmaEal
Idlo na mumlg
Iwa atores. Ianresldent rcos Jr.
nnﬁglanga ﬂa lamang, Ibababa sa P20
ang’sabawat lo dlﬁ bigas. Hindi ito na
sa mga dahilan kaya mahal ang as ay dahil
sa patuloy na smuggllng Sa kablla na na babala si
Marcos sa mga smugglers at hoarders na hahabulin
mga ito, hindi sila natakot o nabahag buntot.
gh:na,ﬂ"%m"“ Dol Cambodla. Walatty Kahilsp-hirar na
Cambo! al kahiraj na
ulusot sa Bumu of Customs ang da a‘;h
ng imported na Sabi ni Marcos sa

R QT.E ]
na magsasaka.

nadiskubre ang daan libon saﬂo ng I;lﬂgas saware-
sa Bulacan na ng P505 milyon.

Nag-inspeksiyon pangtmgum ni Customs
Commissioner Bien Rubio sa

karaan Huwebes kasama si
at Reps. Erwin Tulfo, mmm

at Ambrosion Cruz Jr.

Natuklasan ang 202,000 sako ng bigas sa Great
Harvest Rice Mill Warehouse, San Pedro Warehouse,
at FS Rice Mill Warehouse. Smuﬁ?led umano an?
bigas sa Thailand at Vietnam, di naman natukoy
kung sino ang may-ari ng mga bodega at wala ring

naaresto kaugnaz sa.smuggm:g athoarda:'rag “n'ga bﬁ

Ayon

mPa para palitawin na local mga
ito. llalabas ang nPlgla bigas kapag kakaumm ang
nasa merkado para maitaas ang presyo. lto ang dahilan
kaya umabot sa mahlglt P50 ang presyo ng bigas.

Hindi laman an mga “hayok na smu glers at

Opizyal 3t exipi P Stoma. Hingl rea
gg‘a:ls:taemundam InahlgasHkuin:Ia sok
sabwat sa B! "%c Ly

Sampolan na ang mga nagpapahirap sa mamama-
yan atbayan.
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When young people farm

didn't think apples could be grown in the

Philippines until I visited an apple orchard in

Barangay Kapatagan in Digos City, Davao del

Sur, two weeks ago. It was part of work that
has taken me all around the country to visit
farmers, especially those who teach other farm-
ers to improve their craft. Their farms serve as
“learning sites for agriculture” (LSAs) accredit-
ed by the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI)
under the Department of Agriculture, and are
a crucial component in the nation’s agriculture
and fisheries extension system. They are key to
strengthening the country’s agriculture, fisher-
ies, and forestry sector, which I've long described
to be the backbone of the Philippine economy
(see “The economy’s backbone,” 4/4/23).

» While his apple orchard has yet to achieve
commercial-scale production, 31-year-old farm-
er/vlogger Benzone Kennedy F. Sepe is show-
ing how young people who think out of the box
could, in due time, reshape our farm sector. From
a traditionally rice-centric and poverty-perpetu-
ating sector that has led our young to shun it as
an occupation, Philippine agriculture can diversi-
fy and yield higher incomes if more young people
like Benzone are enabled to forge new paths. He
is growing and propagating not only apples, but
other fruits like pears, raspberries, blueberries,
figs, and many more that have earned his orchard
ATT's description as a “rare fruit farm and nurs-
ery” planted to hundreds of trees, and growing.

Benzone recounts how on a trip to South
Korea in 2015, he was struck at how his hosts
were successfully propagating tropical man-
goes in their cold climate, using proper tech-
niques and technology. So he thought, why
not try growing temperate fruits in our own
tropical setting? Even before that Korea trip, he
had planted three seeds in his backyard from a
Fuji apple bought from a supermarket. All three

'NOFREELUNCH

CIEHTO F. HABITO

sprouted, but only one eventually survived—
and that one lucky tree was the original source
of the hundreds of trees he now has.

His strong interest and curiosity led him to
enroll in a course in Agriculture Technology at
the Davao del Sur State College (DSSC). As his in-
terest grew further, he signed up for and earned
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture. His creative
and innovative mind easily gained him the fa-
vor and support of his mentors, who continue to
help and encourage him to improve on his enter-
prise and crusade. With DSSC's help to perform
the standard Brix test for sweetness, he found
his apples to have significantly higher sugar con-
tent than commercially available ones. He attri-
butes this to our more abundant sunlight, which
could also permit year-round fruit production
here, unlike in temperate countries where win-
ter limits them to one harvest per year. Having
inspired many others to follow his lead, he'is al-
ready doing good business selling planting ma-
terials, even as he sees commercial-scale fruit
production to still be three to eight years away.
By then, he expects to be selling apples by the
thousands. And being the video techie that he

is, he has gained nearly 29,000 subscribers and
over 1.8 million views to his now 190 video blog
posts—and as digital buffs would know, that
translates to more income for him as well.
Apples could very well follow the same story
grapes have had in the Philippines. In the early
1970s, domestically grown grapes were virtually
unheard of, save for some very limited produc-
tion in Cebu. My father was working in Thailand
then, and as a college student who spent my va-
cations visiting my parents in Bangkok, I already
saw significant local grape production in that
country, and even got to visit a large grape farm .
there, It was around that time that the young
Avelino Lomboy started propagating grapes as
a hobby in Bauang, La Union, starting with 20
cuttings from Cebu. In less than a decade, his
grape vineyard had grown to nearly a hundred
hectares, and he has since been dubbed the
Grape King and father of the grape industry in
the Philippines. Lomboy Farms is now the best
known in the industry, and is also a popular ag-
ritourism site that attracts thousands of grape
pick-and-pay tourists in a month. ;
Meanwhile, in far-off Asuncion, Davae
del Norte, 37-year-old Koys Magno Solteo and
wife Rodillyn are also, now popularizing grape
production in their area. Their vineyard is an
ATl-accredited LSA that is teaching others to
grow the crop and helping further widen thein-
dustry in Mindanao. What clearly came through
to me in our visit with him was the same inno-
vative mindset that the late Avelino Lomboy
exemplified, as he preached during his time to
“plant something nobody else has planted.” -
If many more of our youth take the cue
from Benzone, Avelino, and Koys, there is

" hope for Philippine agriculture.

cielito.habito@gmail.com
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HIGH PRICES

I.AEIINA HIIB Tll SPEEIl UP
PRODUCTION OF NEW RIGE VARIETIES

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

As Filipino consumers grapple
with skyrocketing rice prices
amid supply constraints, the
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) is building a
facility that will accelerate the
period for growing the staple.
The speed breed facility
(SBF), located at the'institute’s
headquarters in Los Banos,
Laguna, is expected to halve
the growing périod for new
varieties from breeding up to
the time it reaches farmers, al-
lowing producers to introduce
their product to the market at
the fastest time possible.
According to IRRI, it usu-
ally takes eight to nine years
to develop a new variety using

only conventional methods.

But with speed breeding, a
new variety can be developed
in two to four years.

Scheduled to be completed
in March next year, the facili-
ty is situated on a 587-square
meter area that has a capacity
to house 120,000 plants.

IRRI said the SBF would
operate on solar power, in line
‘with its commitment to adopt
eco-friendly practices.

“It is equipped with an
advanced automated irriga-
tion and control system and
interconnected chambers to
ensure improved reliability,
precision, quality, environ-
mental consistency and water
efficiency in the breeding pro-
cess,” the IRRI said.

During the inauguration, a
traditional coconut chopping

ceremony was done where
fresh coconut juice was poured
in the vicinity of the structure
which, according to local cul-
ture, signifies new beginnings.
Prices of rice in Metro Ma-
nila have breached the P60 per

_kilogram level as of writing.

Hoping to stabilize prices
and boost supply, the Mar-
cos administration earlier
announced plans to forge an
importation deal with India.
The latter currently bans ex-
porting rice.

Based on the Department
of Agriculture’s price moni-
toring as of Friday, local rice
is now selling at P41 to P65
per kg compared to last year's
P38 to Pso per kg. Imported
rice is sold at P43 to P65 per,
kg against last year’s P38 to:
P50 per kg.

Rizal Commercial Banking
Corp. chief economist Michael
Ricafort earlier said local pric-
es have increased due to high-
er input costs from fertilizer,
pesticides and petroleum and
the damage sustained by the
rice sector from storms.

In the Philippines, it takes’
around three months to plant,
palay (unhusked rice). Dry:
planting season begins in late
December and ends in ear-
ly March the following year.
Harvest season runs from Feb-
ruary to April or early May.

Wet planting season is be-
tween June and August, with
harvest beginning in late Sep~
tember till early December. =~

. The planting month also
varies from one area to an-
other. iNnag
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‘DA can’t commit that onion crisis won’t happen for rice’

Officials of the Department of Agri-
culture (DA) have failed to commit that
last year’s crisis on onions, wherein the
retail prices of the bulbs reached as high

as P720 per kilo, would not be seen for

rice this year amid the spike in the cost
of the Filipino staple. {0
During the recent hearing of the

House of Representatives committee
on appropriations on the DA’s pro-
posed budget of P167.5 billion for next
year, Marikina 2nd Distict Rep. Stella
Luz Quimbo asked officials to make a

commitment that there would be no
sittiation for rice similar to December

last year, when onion became an expen-

sive commodity.

“What commitment can you give
to us as we have remaining funds for
2023, there are available options like

(rice) importation... What commitment

can you give us to assure our fellow

Filipinos that the experience for onions

in 2022 will not happen to rice in 2023?”

Quimbo asked Agriculture Senior
Undersecretary Domingo Panganiban.

Panganiban did not answer and
instead tossed the question to Agricul-
ture Undersecretary for rice industry

“development Leocadio Sebastian.

‘Quimbo repeated her question after
Turn to Page 3
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IRRI puts up new rice breeding facility

The International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) has inaugurated a
rice breeding facility in Los Bafios,
Laguna to push for better produc-
tion of the country’s staple food.

 IRRI said the Speed Breed Facil-
ity (SBF), which is.targeted to be
completed in March 2024, marks a

significant milestone in rice breed-
ing, as the facility aims to shorten
the breeding cycle for increased
- efficiency and productivity.
"It is a testament to the IRRI's
commitment to cutting-edge re-
search and collaboration, solidifyi
its position in rice research,” it said.
Once operational, the facility is
expected to revolutionize the field
‘of rice breeding by optimizing the
breeding process and contributing
to the development of innovative
— e - solutions
for global
food secu-
rity.
IRRI re-
search di-
rector and
rice breed-
ing innova-

tions department head Hans

Bhardwaj said the SBF aligns with

the objective of reducing breed-
ing cycle time to enhance genetic
_gains.
Occupying a 587-square-meter
area, the facility will feature a
remarkable capacity of 120,000
plants.
~ The IRRI said it would shorten
the turnaround time for rapid gen-
eration advancement by targeting
four to five generaﬁons in a year.
Equipped with an advanced
automated irrigation and control
system and interconnected cham-
bers, the SBF will ensure improved
reliability, precision, quality, envi-
ronmental consistency, and water
efficiency in the breeding process.
Additionally, the facility will
prioritize sustainability by operat-
ing with solar power, furthering
its commitment to eco-friendly
practices, IRRI'said. -
- To help advance the local rice
sector, the Philippines is hosting
this October the International Rice
Congress (IRC) for the first time.

Convened by the IRRI every

four years, the IRC is a platform
for rice-based food systems inno-
vators to work towards shaping a
food and nutrition secure future.
‘The Department of Agriculture -
(DA) is co-organizing the sixth

IRC, which expects 2,000 delegates
e rice value 'cﬁgin,

throughout
with and the Consortium

of International Aﬁulmm Re-

- search Centers (CG.

Taking centerstage is the devel-
opment of hybrid rice in the coun-
try and other new technologies. -

IRC brings together scientists,
experts and decision makers
from the government, public
and private sectors to formulate
evidence-based solutions to some
of the biggest challenges of the
glo%eiﬁoe sector. 2

' The main eventis %ese&lennarcﬁ

" by the International Rice

Conference of key experts and
thought leaders from around the
world to discuss emerging, cur-
rent and future challenges of rice-
based food systems and present
exciting and innovative solutions.

—Danessa Rivera
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Farming after retirement: Building the brand
‘Once Tasted Always Wanted’ products

By JAMES TABABA

fter devoting their lives to

raising a family, Ricarte and

Dominga Ebare decided to
; stablish a farm after retire-
ment. Their ambition was to create
a farm that prioritized organic and
sustainable methods.

Ricarte is a licensed agricultural
engineer and Dominga graduated
with a degree in BS Agricultural Tech-
nology. After getting married, Dom-
inga focused on homemaking and
nurturing their garden while Ricarte
worked in a private company. Their
farming journey started in 2011 when
they established OTAW (Once Tasted
Always Wanted) farm in Hinatuan,
Surigao del Sur that is planted to co-
conut, cacao, coffee, bamboo.

“Currently, since all our children
have graduated and my husband has
retired, we are now enjoying manag-
ing our farm,” Dominga said.

Farming products and practices
Dominga cultivates dwarf coco-
nuts as the main crop, with the native
tall variety also thriving there. Their
farm has more than 400 coconut
trees.
“The coconut is known as the

"tree of life" because we can use

every part of it, from the roots to the
leaves,” Dominga said.

Their product lineup predomi-
nantly features coconut-based essen-
tials like tuba, coconut vinegar, and
virgin coconut oil (VCO). They've also
introduced staples like traditional
coconut cooking oil, coconut water
wvinegar, and frozen coconut milk as
well as non-coconut items such as
spicy vinegar and tablea from cacao.

Their commitment to innovation

led them to participate in VCO and

cocosugar processing, refining their
skills through education at a Techni-
cal Education and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA) -accredited farm
school.

Their products are exclusively
distributed through DTI Negosyo
Centers and cooperative networks
because the limited supplies are sold
to primary customers in the nearby

' communities. '

Dominga said they strongly sup-
‘port organic farming practices This
is important as commercial fertil-
izers are costly compared to more
affordable and sustainable organic
methods.

“We hope that by the name of
our farm, those who will taste our

products will always want them,”

Dominga said. “They will want them
because they know that they are tak-
ing heal‘hy products, that’s why we

DOMINGA AND RICARTE EBARE, owners of

OTAW (Once Tasted Always Wanted) farm
in Hinatuan, Surigao del Sur. (OTAW Farm)

promote organic farming.”

They focus on using natural fertil-
izers like salt and seaweed, especially
sargassum, for their coconut and fruit
trees. Additionally, they've crafted
homemade foliar fertilizers from
molasses and sargassum, a type of
seaweed with over 70 nutrients.

In addition, Dominga shared that
the Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) in CARAGA is scheduled to con-
duct a final evaluation of their farm,
specifically in relation to coconut hy-
bridization efforts. Should everything
proceed as planned, OTAW Farm will
be the sole hybridization practitioner
in the area.

Pivoting during the pandemic

It was during the pandemic when
Dominga started processing virgin
coconut oil using the natural fermen-
tation method. This method, known
as cold pressing, avoids the use of
heat entirely. Unlike heat-based
methods that require costly machin-
ery, cold pressing relies on natural
fermentation alone. This choice is
crucial for preserving the integrity of
lauric acid, a key component of VCO
that is sensitive to heat.

This approach has earned recog-
nition from the CARAGA Department
of Agriculture Agricultural Training
Institute, which just recently named
their farm as a Learning Site for Ag-
riculture (LSA).

The local community initially
found it hard to believe that oil could
be extracted without the use of heat.
However, as the health benefits of
VCO gained recognition during the
peak of the pandemic, their com-
munity supported them. This support
boosted their motivation to produce
VCO.

In order to expand the accessi-
bility of their VCO, the Ebare couple

applied for a License to Operate (LTO)

from the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration. This document authorizes
establishments to engage in various
business activities related to food
products, including manufacturing,

sale, distribution, and more. Obtain-
ing this license was a significant
step towards securing a certificate
of product registration for their VCO.

Beyond being a plantita

“Some people would call me
‘plantita’ and I’m happy being called
that way,” she said. “But being a
farmer is more than just a ‘plantita’
because it entails skills in managing
crops that can contribute value to the
community."”

To Dominga, farming serves as
a source of stress relief. She finds
immense satisfaction in witnessing
the growth of plants, a rewarding
experience in itself.

Among the many fulfilling mo-
ments she cherishes, one stands
out—the approval of their application
for a Learning Site for Agriculture.
While they await the official award-
ing of this document, Dominga envi-
sions their farm becoming a hub for
training programs, technology dem-
onstrations, and various extension
activities facilitated by the Agricul-
tural Training Institute (ATI) under
the Department of Agriculture (DA).

Challenges and struggles

As a small farmer in the Philip-
pines, Dominga faces a range of
challenges. These include the need
for more substantial financial assis-
tance from the government, as well
as striving for stability in the prices
of agricultural products, particularly
copra.

Another noteworthy challenge is
the approval process of the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). Dur-
ing an audit conducted by the FDA,
they outlined a set of requirements
to be met. However, due to limited
resources, fulfilling these require-
ments remains a challenge. Despite
this setback, Dominga remains hope-
ful that they will be able to address
these compliance issues immediately.

A vision for
community development

Dominga takes special pride in
OTAW Farm's recognition as an
LSA. This achievement marks a sig-
nificant milestone, positioning their
farm as a hub for training, visits,
and hands-on learning experi-
ences. Dominga is excited to share
several upcoming initiatives aimed
at enhancing their farm's offer-
ings. The farm is in the process of
launching initiatives such as buko
pie production using coconut-based
ingredients, balut making, craft-
ing amakan (woven bamboo strips)
bamboo products, and engaging in
coconut hybridization.
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| BYJED MACAPAGAL

THE International Rice Re-
seéarch Institute (IRRI) earlier
this month inaugurated a speed
b;eed facility (SBF) in its head-
quarters in Los Bafios, Laguna
which is expected to shorten
the breeding cycle for increased
efficmncy and productivity of
rice seeds.

, The facility, targeted for com-
pletion by March next year, will
also enhance genetic gains of rice
séeds.

;The facility will occupy 587

square meters of space for a ca-
pacity of 120,000 plants. It will
shorten the turnaround time for

rapid generation advancement

by targeting 4 to 5 generations in
a year,

The SBP will be equipped with
an advanced automated irrigation
and control system and intercon-
nected chambers to ensure im-
proved reliability, precision, quality,
environmental consistency and
water efficiency in the breeding
process.

IRRI said the facility will
priotitize sustainability by uti-
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lizing electricity from solar
technology.

A midterm evaluation report
conducted by the IRRI on the
Rice Competitiveness Enhance-
ment Fund (RCEF) showed the
seeds component of the fund
has an overall high level of
efficiency in meeting its goals
and relevance for individual
farmers.

The report cited the need to
fully tap

the Registry System for Basic
Sectors in Agriculture (RSBSA) so
that more fatmers will benefit from

the seed distribution. RSBSA is
part of the minimum requirement
to obtain certified seeds through
RCER

As of Match 2022, there were
5.45 million farmers, fishers and
farm workers registered under the
RSBSA.

The report noted that despite
the 95 to 97 percent utilization
rate of certified seeds that farm-
ers received from the RCEF seed
component, the Philippine Rice
Research Institute confirmed 3 to
5 percent of farmers received their
seeds late.

targetlng 4 to 5 generations in a year. (DA Photo)

Page

'SBF to shorten breeding cycle of rice seeds

. The SBF will shorten the turnaround time for rapid generation advancement by

of



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: MAb-

29, 902

Page: NG

S

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Soybeans, wheat climb

SINGAPORE- Chicago soybeans
rose 1.5 percent on Monday to
a one-month high, while corn
gained ground after a US farm
survey found that hot and dry
~weather conditions stressed both
ctops, which could resultin small-
er harvests than the government
had predicted.
. Wheat also rose amid concerns
over global grain supplies.

“We have seen largely favorable
crop weather for corn and beans
in July and parts of August, butit
has been dry ovet the last couple
of weeks,” said one Singapore-

. based trader.
.~ The most-active soybean con-

tract on the Chicago Board of
Trade (CBOT) was up 1.4 percent
at $14 06-3/4 a bushel. Corn rose |
1 percent to $4.93 a bushel and |
wheat gained 0.4 percent at $6.24~ i
1/4 a bushel.

Soybeans climbed to $14.10 a~
bushel earlier in the session, the
highest since July 27. Prices are
up nearly 10 percent from a low ,
on Aug. 8.

Thete are forecasts of more
hot and dry weather in the US
Midwest, which could furthcr
reduce production. Soybeans are 5
in a crucial stage of ,development.,
and susceptible to damage from
extreme temperatures. - Reuters
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