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- reach nearly P17

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

have increased to nearly P17 billion
despite lower volume of inward
shipment. = = b, &

During a;gress briefing at Malaca-
flang yesterday, Bureau of Customs
Commissioner Bienvenido Rubio said
preliminary rice tariff collection has
reached P16.81 billion a%gm Iglne‘u to
Aug. 26 or six t above the P15.82
billion poste& in the same period last

yeat, and representing 75 t of

the total revenue of P22.74 billion from
" ers and cooperatives and P1 billion

import duties for full year 2022.
Higher revenues were reported
despite a lower import volume of
2.257 million metric tons, down 15
percent from 2,675 million MT in

end-August last year. '
Global prices were on uptrend in
the past months due to supply con-

straints stemming from various policy
actions of rice-producing countries.

~ Likewise, the latest collection
is above the mandated annual ap-

propriation of P10 billion to fund -

programs for farm mechanization,
ey

feoriie " it T
cess in tariff revenues due to the Rice
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Tariffication Law (RTL) is allocated

. - for financial assistance to rice farm-
Tariff collections from rice imports

ers, titling of agricultural rice lands,
expanded crop insurance program
and crop diversification program
under the Rice COmggétivenes_s En-
hancement Fund (RCEF). -
_Broken down, P5 billion of the
RCEF would be issued for the pro-
curement of rice farm equipment; P3
billion for the development, propaga-
tionand gromotion ofinbred seedsto
be distributed among palay farmers;

'P1 billion for beefing up state-owned

banks’ credit facility for palay farm-

for payment for extension services of
concerned agencies teaching skillsin.
rice crop production, modern farm-
ing techniques, seed production and
farm mechanization.

At the same brie

et

y

validate all warehouses e?ftgcked d mtlﬁ
imported rice as part of efforts to que
hoarding and illegal imf oﬂaﬁorcl{u
“We will then issue letters of au-
thority to conduct inspection and see
whether these imported rice that are
stored are paid with correct duties

‘and taxes,” Rubio said.

“If we find people involved in the

 release of smuggled rice, we will file
cases against

em,” he said.
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 LEGALTOOLS TOREININPRICESEYED -

MARCOS ORDERS MORERAIDS
OF RICEWAREHOUSES -

By Nestor Corrales
@NCorralesINQ

ﬁﬁmlﬁ&:ﬁ? on Tuesday
ordered government agen-
cies to exhaust all legal tools
to control the rising prices of
rice as he directed the Bureau
of Customs {BOC) to inspect
more rice warehouses, accord-
ing to Malacanang.

Customs Commissioner Bi-
envenido Rubio told a Palace
briefing on Tuesday that the
BOC would validate all ware-
houses storing imported rice
upon the order of the President.

“And then upon validation,
we will then issue again, I will
then issue letters of authority
to conduct inspection on these
warehouses and to validate
whether these imported arti-
cles or imported rice that are
stored in these warehouses are
paid with correct duties and
taxes,” Rubio said.

“If we find people to be in-
volved in the release of illegally
or smuggled rice, then we will file
cases against them,” he added.

The President gave the or-
der to the BOC during a sec-
toral meeting in Malacanang.

Last week, Customs person-
nel, together with some lawmak-
ers, found at least 227,000 sacks
of rice inside the Great Harvest

Rice Mill, San Pedro and FS Rice
Mill warehouses in Balagtas town
in Bulacan province.

Rubio said the sacks of rice
were imported from Vietnam,
Cambodia and Thailand.

The warehouses, he said,
were sealed temporarily to se-
cure the imported sacks of rice

AT

found pending the completion

of the inventory by Customs
examiners. 2
According to him, the

warehouses were being guard-

ed by personnel from the
BOC and the Philippine Coast
Guard.

The owners and operators
of the warehouses were given
15 days to submit proof of pay-
ment of duties and taxes.

In a statement, Malacanang
said the President also ex-
pressed concern over the un-
abated increase in rice prices.

“The chief executive di-
rects all concerned agencies to
utilize the available legal tools
in controlling the price of rice

~+and make this affordable es-

pecially to poor households,
as well as ensure other sup-
port mechanisms for farmers
and traders alike should legal
measures be invoked by the
government in controlling the
price of rice,” the Palace said.
INQ
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Crackdown vs rice smugglers

Marcos directs Customs to intensify operations. sumswms

Date: flub:
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he Bureau of Customs (BOC)

vowed to intensify inspection

of warehouses believed to be

storing smuggled rice or be-
ing used for rice hoarding following
the order of President Marcos to step
up its operations against these nefari-
ous activities.

“As per the directive po ng ating
Pangulo, we will be conducting more
inspections of these warehouses, and
the inspection and visitation will be
coordinated with other agencies like
the DA (Department of Agriculture)
and DTI (Department of Trade and
Industry),” Customs Commissioner
Bien Rubio said during a Palace press
briefing on Tuesday, Aug. 29.

g y, AUg. 29 > l|.

Crackdown vs rice smugglers 1+

The chief executive made the
directive to the Customs bureau
during Tuesday’s sectoral meeting
to address hoarding and illegal im-
portation of rice. ,

Right after the meeting with the
President, Rubio disclosed ordering
Customs teams “to check on the pos-
sible warehouses” with smuggled or
hoarded rice, confiscate these, and
prepare for the filing of cases.

“Katulad po ng sinabi ko magan-
danaman po ang coordination namin
with DOJ at may assurance po na tu-
tulungan kaming pabilisin po iyong
pag-file ng mga kaso (As I've said,
we have a good coordination with the
DOJ and we have the assurance that
they will help expedite the filing of
cases),” he said.

Last week, BOC inspected three
warehouses located in Intercity In-
dustrial Complex, San Juan, Balagtas,
Bulacan. These were found with
suspected 505 million worth of
smuggled imported rice from Viet-

. mam, Cambodia, and Thailand.

Customs Intelligence and In-
vestigation Service (CIIS) director

. Verne Enciso said his office is cur-
- rently investigating the owners of

the warehouses, as well as the lease

agreements or lease contracts of
these warehouses. :

“Backtracking will also be part
of the investigation [to determine]
if these said owners or importers of
these rice have previous cases with
the bureau. It will be part of the in-
vestigation,” he said when asked if
the owners of the warehouses had
a previous history of smuggling or
hoarding.

- Enciso was among those who re-
ceived the “derogatoryinformation”
about the warehouses.

Rubio said he issued the letters
of authority “to conduct visitorial
powers on these warehouses” upon
validation that there were suspected
smuggled imported rice in the ware-
houses. ;

Rubio was joined by Enciso, as
well as House Speaker Martin Ro-
mualdez, and several other lawmak-
ers during the inspection.

The Customs chief also reported
that under his leadership, the agency
had confiscated #30 billion worth of
contraband items as of posting time,

- representing the “highest so far in

the last five years kapag year-on-
year basis po ang pag-uusapan (if
the basis is year-on-year).”
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BBM wants more raids
on rice warehouses

Otder part of efforts vs rice hoaiders, smugglefs}

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. yesterday
directed the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) to continue raiding ware-
houses and other storage facilities
to address the persistent problem
of hoarding, illegal importation
and smuggling of rice in the
country.

“We have ordered the Bureau
of Customs to continue the hunt
for illegal importers and hoardets
of rice andagricultural goods. The

agricultural commodities shall
never prosper,” the President said
on his official Facebook account.

Press Briefer Daphne Osefia-
Paez said the President issued the
directive during a sectoral meeting
in Malacafiang attended by officials
from the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) and Bureau of Customs
(BOC), among others.

The meeting focused on govern-
ment initiatives to ensure sufficient
supply and affordable price of rice.

Last August 24, a team led by

do Rubio, together with operatives
from the Customs Intelligence and
Investigation Service (CIIS), CIIS-
Manila International Container
Port (CIIS-MICP), and the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard (PCG) Task
Force Aduana, inspected the Great
Harvest Rice Mill Warehouse, San
Pedro Warehouse, and FS Rice
Mill Warehouse and found over
200,000 sacks of imported rice
grains from Vietnam, Cambodia,
and Thailand worth P505 million.

The raiding team was joined by
a contmgent from the House of

Representatives led by Spc’ﬁker
Martin Romualdez.

Radio Television Malacam.ng in
a video release, showed the Presi-
dent expressing concern over the
high cost of rice despite adequate
rice supply in the market and based
on the most recent rice outlook
presented by the DA.

“The Chief Executive directs all
concerned agencies to utilize the
available legal tools in controlling
the price of rice and make this

illicit trade of out most precious

ORDER
affordable especially to poor households, as well as
ensure other suppott mechanisms for farmers and
traders alike should legal measures be invoked by
the government i controlll.ng thc price of rice,
RTVM said.

It also said the DA is checking repotts that the rice
price hike is cansed by hoarding, effects of consecutive
typhoons over the past month (typhoons Egay and
Falcon), and middlemen costs.

It added the President has also directed the BOC,
in coordination with the DA, to “study possibilities
of donating BOC-seized rice to the Department of
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD).”

Rubio said the BOC is doubling its efforts to hunt
down illegal importers of agricultural goods by vali-
dating all warehouses. -

- “As per the ditective of the President, ang gaga-
win po natin is we will validate all warehouses that
are stonng imported rice and then upon validation
we will issue lettets of authotity to conduct inspec-
tion on these warchouses (As per the directive of

the President, what we will do is \ir’é“wxllvnhdnte all,_

waf&;ouses that are stomgmipo:wd ce :
Vﬂ;diuon,wemﬂ:ssu;lctmrso

ictinspection on
_,gsuéith@Cwmalsobemo :
Dﬁﬁg&ﬂieDepﬁ:ﬁnmt of Trade and / (DTT)
on &1: «conduct of miore wsstanons*and in {

ofwarehouses G b a0 R

Customs Commissioner Bienveni-

' See ORDER > Page B2

. Asked if the BOC will implement a reward system
to track down illegal hoarders and smugglers, BPC
Director Verney Encisco said the agency is already
implementing the “BOC Cares” program where it
receives reports and tips about hoarders, smugglers
and illegal importation.

Rubio said the reward could be as much as 20 per-
" cent of the value of the goods; if proven illegal and
after it has been auctioned off or has been disposed of.

Rubio also said that from January to August this
year, more than 2.257 million metric tons of imported |
rice has ah:eady atnved in the country.

‘QEROGATORY  INFORMATION’
"f
Rubio said the BOC Has received “derogatory
mformauon‘ about the stored imported rice from-
the three Bulacan warehouses which are now being
verified by the Departmmt of Justice (DOJ) as part
of its ongoing investigation into the st .Of :
agricultural goods, especially rice and onion, .
He did not give addmoaal detmls ﬂstoxthe mfomm .
tion it has received.
" Likewise, Rubio said the BOC has started an inven-
tory of the imported rice found at the Great Harvest

~ Rice Mill (25,000 estimated sacks of rice), San Pedro

(167,000 estimated sacks of rice), and FS Rice Mill
; (10 000 estimated sacks of rice).

- He said warehouse owners and operators have been
q]m:ctcd to submit proofs of payment of duties and

 taxes due the sub]ect imported sacks of rice until

Page | of 2
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in the war scaa:emordm e said.

- Rubio said that if it is proven that the sacks of rice
‘were illegall: mponcd and smuggled, a warrant will
be issued that would enabler’(he BOC tb %nﬁscaﬁe

“theitems. - BAals 6.4
Subsequently, he saic will be ﬁlﬁi ﬂsamt the
owners and oﬁg rat Mgy TG g

Rep. Brian Yamsuan (PL, Bicol Saro) on Tuesday
filed a bill seeking to amend the 31-year old Price
Antand impose stiffer penalties against hoarders and

of rice and corn, including i mpnsonme.nt
. d " up to 40 years.

“One of the reasons greedy and shamelcss ttadets
a.tcbold enough to hoard rice ot corn even during dif-
ficult times is that the punishment imposed on them
under the law is not harsh enough. We need to amend
the outdated Price Act to ensure that the penalties
remain commensurate to the crimes committed and
“include other acts and practices that shou]d be deemed
11lcgal but not covered under this law;” Yamsuan said

in filing House Bill No. 7970.

The bill also seeks the creation of an
anti-rice and corn hoarding and profi-
teering task force in every province, city
and municipality to regularly check the
inventory levels of all mills, warehouses
and stock houses of rice and corn, and
find out if these commodities are being
hoarded.

The anti-rice or corn hoarding and
profiteering task forces specified under
the bill are required to submit their
monthly inventory reports to the DA.

Each task force shall be composed of
the local chief executive of the local gov-
ernment unit (LGU) concerned as chair,
with the local chief of police and one
representative each from the local office
of the DA, the farmers’ sector, and local
consumers’ organization as members.

Rice hoarding is suspected to be the

T e T

' fd‘whxchhas reachedmogcthanPSO’pu%lom‘ ve '_
na  modi ty,whicb,ﬁtum,}acksupm costs.
' , the

then the amval o" thelmporned nce~

* or calamity.

.shortsge,gf a com
L \'ﬂ\. 3% S

Under the mes i of nceaﬁ;lcom :
“during or on the ucowon of any calami ﬂsgér;
oranymergency’dpdnredassuch- y the President”

. 1'5 deemed tantamount to?eoonomxc»q;‘l':omge and

le reclbsxonperpetua, whxgh means im-

atof 20 QMyummddlngyfotpardon

der tl ,bxll “shall attach*mﬂm
ervision and control of such
e hoarc of rice or uo,mg;xas
'_"uuf‘eﬁicrgcncy,d:sisf&
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The hoard.m.g and proﬁtecnng of rice and corn in
other circumstances is punishable under the bill by
imprisonment of 10 to 20 years and a ﬁne :angmg
from P100,000 to P5 million.

“By creating an artificial shortage of rice and corn,
the costs of the same shoot up, there is panic buying

 in the markets, government agencies are under fire for

allegations of corruption and mismanagement, poor
Flhpmo families cannot afford these basic commodi-
ties, and many go hungry. In sum, it is a dangerous
crime that may potentially sabotage the economy and
render our people desperate and hungry,” said the bill
which was co-authored by Camarines Sur Rep. Luls

Raymund Villafuerte.

The bill also provides thiat hoarded rice or corn
stocks shall be confiscated and forfeited in favor oF
the government.

Under HB 7970, the definition of hoarding has
been expanded from merely being “undue accu-
mulation” to “storage or possession” of any basic
commodity of prime commodity beyond normal
inventory levels “as determined by the implementing
agency concerned,” which is the DA in the case of
tice and corn.

Prima facie evidence of hoarding is present under
the bill when a trader or any person has stocks thatis
50 percent higher than his or her usual inventory and

refuses or fails to sell these to the public or make such

stocks “available in the regular channels of produc-
tion, trade, commerce and industry.”

“In the case of rice or corn, a person’s usual inven-
tory thereof shall be reckoned from the month im-
mediately preceding before the discovery of the stocks
respective of the date/time he started his business,”
the bill said. - With Wendell Vigilia

Page of
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legal tools’
to keep rice
prices stable

By SAMUEL P. MBDF.NILI.A
w@sam_medenilla

~—VONCERNED over the spike
in rice rices, ﬁ&?’iﬁ%ﬂi:

ordered govemment agencies to
use “legal tools” to keep the food
staple affordable espec1ally for
the poor. ;

Hegave assurances thatgovern-
ment support mechanisms will be
provided for farmers and traders
should “legal measures be invoked

by the government in controlling
the price of rice.”

The chief executive issued the
order during a sectoral meeting
in' Malacafiang on Tuesday after
getting reports on the retail price
of rice.

Based on the market monitor-
ing of the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA), the retail price of ricein
Metro Manila ranges from P42 to
P65 as of August 29, 2023.

This, despite the statement of
the DA that the country has suffi-
cient rice as of date and therefore

SEE “RICE,"” A2 §

2

::asupplycrulﬁhpﬂould notbe pushlng up prices.

Authoritiesare now determining the cause
ofths;up\trend in prices, which may include the
effects of consecutive typhoons over the past
month (Typhoons Egay and Falcon) in severely

 affected areas and/or rice-deficit regions, and

prices posed by middlemen, as well as hoarding.
In a press briefing in Malacafiang on Tuesday,

' Customs Commissioner Bienvenido Y. Rubio said
- they were ordered by the President to intensify

their drive against rice hoarders and smugglers.
“As per the directive of the President, what
we will dois....validate all warehouses thatare

 storingimportedriceandthenuponvalidation,
we will then issue—again, | will then issue

Jetters of authumy to conduct inspection on

_ these warehouses and to validate whether
. these l,mported articles or imported rice that
are sto’red in these warehouses are paid with

correct duties and taxes,” Rubio said.
'Henoted their most recentanti-smugaling

_ campaign resulted inthe investigationofthree
‘ warehnusesmBulacanwithcombmedsacksof
_ ncggstlmated to be worth P505 million. -

Owners and operators of the warehouses
were given until September 8, 2023 to prove
they paid the necessary duties for the goods.

- Rubiosaid BOC wasable to apprehend P30
billion worth of contraband or smuggled goods
this year—the highest in the last five years.

Page
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? IPI!}]AG UTﬁS ni Pangulong Eerdmand
R. Marcos Jr. sa Bureau of Customs
(BOC) mﬁhspanﬂoy ang pagsalakay
sa ‘bodega upang sugpuin ang
b ai‘der‘nt. llegal ‘.naéunporter ng

"ﬁ'. ‘sa

Malamﬁhﬂg :
mmng artes, sinabi ni BOC Commis-
sioner B:envemdo ‘Rubio na dinodoble mga

ng BOC ang pas p na
tugwnangmgasleg nanng~aangkat
- ng mga prod
sapamamn ta.nngpag—vali te sa la-
arsamga
je

Pansulo, ang

_aya te natin_

'f?m of authorh:y pam».maﬁgmna

itn, aninum:
- Nagbigay din siya txmsa
p

sa mga
saan in tlll "

B SALAKAYIN BODEGA NG MGA RICE HOARDER

nag-iimbakng |

: E“w !’_a'it paskambg;

mmgawaxehousesna “lakal.

i

Ans tatlong bodega na mmaﬂahm
sa inspeksiyon ay ang Great Harvest
Rice Mill Warehouse, na matatagpuan
sa Intercity Industrial Complex; San
_Pedro Warehouse Intercity Industrial

_Complex} at FS.B:ce Mill ! arehousp

A‘hg ﬁs

Setyembre 2023

“ng mg _-;&nﬁieg Jgamhgusesay

”’.gm*n can.

i “&W‘urbn | nehaniya fgayo '“: %
“letter of authority, nags: .:w 1, S 4
 tatlong letter ofr}ltgm a 'yak‘f'm Rablo na sa mpahan
“long bod na mlulat ang mgﬁsa]arm, ng mapa- |
pag-iimbak ng mga inangk -mga-

~ na mata 8 - at operamr—ng nasabmg mga
Complex S: Juan Balagtas B za

~sabi ni Rubio. T g

Page

of



Abante

- UNA SA BALITA >

30 AUG 2073

Date: Page:
o
it LIBRARY
5% ReEot OF AGRICULTURE

tinimbre ng ilang tropapips natin na‘
I_nagiging viral daw sa social media
| angublglgong Bisay; ;‘;is!ion ng cam-
paign jingle noon ni na ‘Bagong
. Pilipinas’ na ikinonek sa pangakong benl:g ‘
pesos na kilo ng bugas, este bigas. ]
. Pero bago ang bigas, pag-usapan muna
natin ang mga nagpo-post din sa social
media tungkol sa apela raw nitong si Pura
LukaVega,rquad‘eus Fernando Pagente,
b iy ‘ngﬂomwmnsm hindi
-bala, L ng bigas kundi gagamitin
G 33 kamyang legal pactie, * o

il 58

RS ER Vo
 ang nakalagay. A:bh'y sino kaya ang tina-

tawanan ng mga netizen? ‘Yung apela o

! ‘yu;lg umaapela?

ukod sa paghingi raw ng donasyon,
may mga lumalabas din post na wala
raw paki si Pura sa mga nagdedeklara sa

kanyang persona non grata. Hanggang
ngayon, pinapanindigan niya na wala = pa

siyang ginawang mali o hindi niya alam -

‘kung ano ang r

wa niyang mali. Kaya
anshiﬂtns,fbansneﬁzens,;‘id'isﬂnekﬂ
Usapang bugas, este bigas na tayo.
Nag-check tayo sa internet ng bagong
bersiyon ng ‘Bagong Pilipinas’ at nag-
labasan nga ang satire version nito sa
Bisaya na ikinonek sa pangako ni PBBM
noong kampanya na ibaba niya sa P20
ang kilo ng bigas. - s

Hindi natn alam kung siya ba Glaga.  siyempre, Hiach moWENaIA o BE
ang nanghihingi ng §'§i§1a_s;ydh“"_ _‘.'ﬁh}é?"’r'. AVVi ’pamyo \akita na si An
gumagamit Jang ng p Dya para- g ang kumakanta pero pinatungan na ang
makapang_ha_;ba_t ng kuwarta. Aba'y - kanta ng ‘Bugas’ version. .
napakara:m yatang scammer ngayon.. . Dahil Bisaya, ang nakalagay sa kanta
Bukod kasi sa kaliwa't kanang pag- eh P1,400 ang sako ng bigas, at P30 ang

dedeklara sa kanya ng mga lungsod at
probinsya bilang persona non grata dahil
sa pag-aala-Nazareno
rock ang Ama Namin', kinasuhan din siya
ng mga namamanata sa Itim na Nazareno.
- Samga post 0 nag-share ng post tung-
kol daw sa apelang donasyon, makikita
sa ‘reaction’ na puro tumatawang emojis

niya at'ginawang

kalahati ng isang kilo (P60). Asan na raw 5
. mapaparami ang ani ng mga magsasaka,

ang tig-P20 na kilo? 5.
Sa‘isang pagdinig kamakailan sa Kon-
greso mga tropapips, inamin ng mga

opisyal ng Department of Agriculture
~na malabong mangyari sa susunod na

dalawang taon na magiging P20 ang
kilo ng bigas. P ¥

At sa makulit na mga tanong ni Basi- -

y

e

7 e A 8 B Bt

b o ik g B & \E & £ i Gl
lan Rep. Mujiv Hataman kung kaya ba
talagang gawing P20 ang kilo ng bugas,
sinabi ng mga taga-DA na ang target
nila eh mapababa lang presyo-ng bigas
hanggang sa termino ni PBBM sa 2028.

Kaya ang payo ng kongresista, huwag
-ang mga tao. Kahit nga yata
bahain ng imported na bigas ngayon,

mi dehins mar iri ang P20 per

kilo. Ang huling pinakamababang presyo

ng bigas na nabalitaan natin na ibinenta
sa Kadiwa ay NFA (National Food Author-

ity) ricena P25 perkilo, . .

- Ang problema, kaya nabaon noon sa

utang ang NFA ay dahil sapagbili ng ma-

hal na bigas na ibinebenta nila ng mura.

Gayung ang tungkulin nila eh tiyakin

na may imbak na bigas sa bansa para sa

oras ng peligro. Habang ang pag-import, -

likTok.  ipinasa na sa private sector na tiba-tiba

"na naman malamang ngayon. |

[ Pero kung si NEDA chief Arsenio
10

Balisacan ang tatanungin kung kaya bang
_maging P20 ang kilo ng bigas, ang sagot
niya, posible kung mapapadami ang ani
‘ng mga magsasaka. Eh papaano naman

aba'y itanong natin sa mga opisyal ng DA.’
. Ang tanong ng mga tropapips natin,
- maging isyu kaya ang P20 per kilo ng
 bigas sa midterm‘election sa 2025? De-
pende siguro kung may kandidato ang
oposisyon. Tandaan: “Bata mo ko at Ako
ang Spy n’yo.”
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. Sa press nefln sa

‘ Malacaﬁan nitong

“tes, sinabl mf‘Customs
Commissioner Bienvenido
Rubio na dlmdoblemg f
BOC ang kanilang pag-

:‘Igﬁ;ﬁm 'sa pama wan ﬂsinai!allm sa on.

ng pag-validn!e sa
ng mga bode ﬁ?ﬁ:
sam ainang

: sadlrekﬁba ng

ay| in ang
ng warehouses na nag-.
iimbak ng mga imported
na bigas at pagkatapos ng
validation ay maglalabas
tayo ng letters of autho-
:ﬂy para magsagawa ng
nspeksyon: sa mga ware-
houses na ito,” bio.
Nagblgay din siya ng

gas atlaina
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- Ni esuua‘macm
& ahensya i \Ang 'mga?m
{ ms saaninuitmyaangka-‘
(BOC) na_ipagpatuloy

a

makailang sorpresang
inspeksyon sa mga bo-

deg%r;g a.aﬁ@;‘

E

h]sxo ng isan_ﬂ:i eka:ﬁr of

"taﬂong letter pfmggzmy B
Iniulat

umbak “rg mga maquat na

¥ eatﬂ rvest
Rice arehouse, nd
matal puan sa_Intercity
Industrial Complex; San
Pedro Warehouse Inter-

i "‘é"h".&:’ﬂﬁ"ﬁ&'ﬁﬁ"’ o

ayon sa pagkakmnﬁas
natagpuan sa nasabing
mga bode\?a ay inangkat
mula sa Vietnam, Cam-
misyal bodia, at Thailand na may
na’unatayang P505
milyon, ayon kay Rubio.
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da maliban na ramang .
- sila

ng m'ga kinakailan

aangkat ng blgas
Inig an sila ng hang-

masang intelihente

?

sgtyembre 8, 2023
upang patunayan na bi-

‘nayaran nila ang mga
nakai

langang tungkulin
para sa mga Kak g
. “Ang mga ma%‘. at
operator ng mga bode
ng ka!ibayan ng ba-
ba ad ng lin

sdah sa )

rnangkat na sako ng
bigas sa Iool.Tg; 15 araw
mula sa pagpapatupad

LOth smyem-

bre
TtMyak rﬁag bio na

"aﬁam pahan ng kaso
9

ma apatunayang

‘ang mga-
may-ari at operator ng.
bodega.

' nasabing mga
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BOC is doubling their'ef- -
[ forts to hunt down illegal "
tural

importers of agricul
goods by validating all
: uses,
on imported rice. .

“As per the directive of
the President,ang gagawin
ponatinis wewill validate
allwarehousesthatarestor-
ingimported riceand then
upon validation we will
issue letters of authority to
conduct in ion on
these warehouses,” Rubio
said.

He also gave updates

on the agency’s efforts,
where he reiterated the

PEOPLEG

OURNAL

E verybody's Newspaper

recentsurprise inspection
,inricewarehousesin Bula-

can.,

“In a recent letter of
authority, weserved three.
lettersof authority against
three warehouses report-

edly utilized in storing

rice located at

the Intercity Industrial
Complex San Juan Balag
tas Bulacan,” Rubiosaid.

. The three warehouses

that were subjected to the

inspection were Great

LIBRARY
EPT. OF AGRICULTURE

' Owners and operators

‘of the said warehouses

were barred from retriev-

ing the goods unless they
can present required doc-.

uments on their rice im- .
portation. They were giv-
en until Sept. 8, 2023 to .
- prove they paid the neces-

sary duties for the goods.

“Thesubjectwarehous-
eswere sealed temporari-
- ly to secure the imported

sacks of rice found there-
in, pending the comple-

i P
mISdays&mhtl’uemp]e— ]
* mentation of the LOA or

unﬁ!SephanberB 2&23"
~ headded.’

Ruhoassmedthatcas—
eswﬂ]beﬁledagamstper—
petrators, ifproven that the
owners and operators of
thesaid warehouses areat
fault. :

He also mentioned the

ongoing collaboration of
BOCwith the
of}nshce([l)l}mﬁmﬁl—
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'~ REDTIDE Ai;iskfﬁs‘ R
SHELLFISH BAN

IMPOSED IN BOHOL,
PANAY, ZAMBO SUR

By Leo Udtohan
@leoudtohanINQ

TAGBILARAN CITY—The Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) has cautioned
the public from eating all kinds
of shellfish and krill, locally
known as “alamang,” taken from -
the coastal waters of Bohol and
some areas in Western Visayas
and Zamboanga del Sur that
tested positive for toxic red tide.

BFAR, in a social media
post on Saturday, said the red
tide alert was hoisted over the
coastal waters of Dauis town
and Tagbilaran City in Bohol;
Dumanquillas Bay in Zamboan-
ga del Sur province; and prov-
inces on Panay Island, includ-
ing the coastal waters of Roxas
City, and the towns of President
Roxas, Panay and Pilar in Capiz;
Batan Bay in Aklan; Sapian Bay
of Capiz and Aklan; and the
waters of Gigantes Islands of
Carles, Tloilo.

Not safe

“(These) are still positive for
paralytic shellfish poison (PSP),
or toxic red tide, that is beyond
the regulatory limit,” the advi-
sory said. '

It added that all types of
shellfish and alamang gathered
from these areas are not safe
for human consumption.

However, fish, squids, shrimps
and crabs are safe to eat, provid-
ed they are washed thoroughly
and gutted before cooking, ac-
cording to BFAR.

Shell and fish vendors in pub-
lic markets in Tagbilaran Cityand -
Dauis assured that their goods
are'safe because they come from
other areas in the province that
are not affected by the red tide,
local health authorities said.ma
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* PHILIPPINE STAR/EDD GUMBAN
THE Bureau of Customs plans to inspect warehouses holding imported rice for tax
compliance.

usinessWorld
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d rice
"and to determine whether m'ven

tomieve”ls constitute hqardmg.

ventories of warehouses storing
imported rice, Commissioner
Bienvenido Rubio said at a Palace
briefing, “and then upon valida-
tion, we will then issue letters of
authority to conduct inspection
on these warehouses.” :
The BoC will “validate whether
the imported rice paid the correct
duties and taxes,” he added.
Recently, the BoC raided three
Bulacan warehouses, where it

CEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ice M 'Warehouse, San
: Ped'ro Warehouse. and FS Rice

: Mxl.l Warehouse were imported
" The BoC will validate the in- -

from Vietnam, Cambodia, and
Thailand, respectively.

‘Mr. Rubio said the BoC gave

the owners of the warehouse 15

days to submit documents, in-

cluding proof of tax payment, to

- demonstrate that the rice was

properly imported and released

for storage.

“The warehouses were sealed
temporarily to secure the im-
ported sacks of rice found therein
pending the completion of the

8

e vento;y by the assigne m-
: - iners which will continue m :

‘ Grp‘at gar« (Aug. 29), he said. ;
~ Should the warehouses f‘o.

m;\ sll.:

submit the dognmentat:on,
contents of the facilities may be
subject to a warrant of seizure,
Mr. Rubio said.

Earlier this month, Pres:dent

Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. urged .

the Trade and Agriculture depart-
ments to closely monitor retail
prices of rice, while saying supply
is sufficient even with prices ris-
ing. Some retailers are selling rice
at P38 to P40 perkilo “while some
are selling their cheapest variety
at P50 per kilo,” the Palace said at
the time.

Thq steady mcrﬁqﬁ n{“ fhe.

mx;qmod!ty‘g pmces pu %@ﬂ
ﬁnﬂanon to 4. m’July.}its

estlevelsmce 2019, B A

The Department of Agrlcul-
ture has recommended that the
private sector import an addi-
tional 500,000 metric tons (MT)
of rice in anticipation of El Nifio,
which is expected to be “moder-
ate or strong” by the end of 2023
or early 2024, possibly dampen-
ing crop production.

Mr. Rubiosaid Philippine rice im-
ports have been declining this year,
with imports in the seven months to
July amounting to 2.26 million MT,
down 15.63% from a year earlier. —
Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza
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When will govt start
jailing rice hoarders?

HE Department of Agricultures latest report on
prices of basic commodities sold in Metro Manila
markets yielded interesting results. For August
28, the report dubbed Bantay Presyo indicated
that the price of regular milled rice in wet markets ranged
from P42 to P55 per kilogram. Unfortunately, this afford-
able variety was available only in Guadalupe and Pasig
markets, which means consumers in other a:reas had to

buy pricier ones. R0 STt TR -

¥

e

The alternative is well-milled rice, which was sold for as much as
P56 per kilogram in some Metro Manila markets. The cheapest was
in Pasig City Mega Market and Malabon Central Market, where cus-
tomers could purchase it for as low as P48 per kilogram, probably if
you're one of their regular customers. Some stallsin Malabon Central
Market sold the well-milled variety for as much as P55 per kilogram.

A year ago, wet markets sold the regular-milled variety for an av-
erage price of P38 per kilogram. This means that rice prices are now
higher by 10 percent compared to the level recorded on August 29,
2022. What's more, it was available in a number of wet markets, so
consumers had acheaperalternative to the well-milled variety, which
was sold for an average of P42 per kilogr'am

Based on official government data, rice prices were lower at a time
when fertilizer prices spiked tounprecedentedlevelsin 2022, particu-
larly after Russia attacked Ukraine. The average prices of certain fer-
tilizer grades were almost beyond the reach of farmers. For instance,
urea (prilled and granular) average more than P2,500 per 50-kg bag.

Data fromtheFertilizerand Pesticide Authority showed thatprices

‘of major fertilizer grades as of the week of August 21 are lower than
the year-ago figures. Average prices of urea (prilled and granular)
ranged from P1,750 to P1,830 per bag, significantly lower than last
year’s quotations. Among the fertilizer grades, only MOP or muri-
ate of potash registered an increase at P2,510.66 per bag versus the
year-ago average price of P2,499.84.

Thisiswhy it is not surprising that some government officialshad
resorted to raiding rice warehouses to determine if they’re hoard-
ing the staple. The numbers don’t add up even if the lean season for
rice has not ended. Prices last year were relatively stable despite the
fact that fertilizer was more expensive and many farmers have not
started harvesting rice. 1

As for the more expensive 1mported commercial rice, government
data would again indicate that prices were on a par with the local va-
riety. Just like the cheaper local varieties, however, only a few mar-
kets sold the affordable imported varieties. The imported regular-
milled and well-milled rice were available only in Malabon Market
and Commonwealth Market, respectively:

Policymakers andlaw enforcement agencies have promised to con-
duct more raids to determine if traders are hoarding rice to inflate
prices. However, these raids would mean nothingand even embolden
others if officials will not be able to produce evidence to put unscru-
pulous traders in jail.

It would do well for authorities to do their homework well to show
the people that they are serious in their effort to put an end to illegal
business practices that harm consumers. It's about time they start ;e of
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’|mportat|on will not
solve rice problem’

CALAPANCITY: Oriental Mindoro First
District Rep. Arnan Panaligan be;

Department of Agriculture (DA) in
addressing the increasing market

price of rice by importation will

not solve the problem.

He said the department should |
instead focus on the &hfnégnmt" “high

of domestic production and ensuring
the accessibility of pre- and post-har-
vest fadilities for the farmers.

In the interpellation of the

House Committee on Agriculture
Tast week, a video of which was
posted on his social media page
on Tuesday, Panaligan said that
since the implementation of the
Rice Tariffication Act on March
2019 that liberalized rice impor-
tation, the price of rice has not
gone down.

“The rice inflation on February
2019 was at 4.5 percent and the
Rice Tariffication Law was passed

on March 2019 and our rice infla-

tion on July 2023 is at 4.2 percent
or almost the same before the law
was passed and it has been more
than four years,” Panaligan said
during the interpellation.
Panaligan also noted that the
presentation of the representatives
from the DA focused on importa-
tion — how to expedite and how

to facilitate importation — and

that there was no mention on how
to increase domestic production.

“Congress had not been remiss

. in allocating funds for the DA on
lieves that the current thrust of the

their National Rice Program. In
2023, we allotted P23 billion for
domestic rice production program
of the DA which is double than
the previous allocation which was

only P15 bﬂhon. I believe is one of

est increase in allocations for
the 2023 budget,” Panaligan said.
The lawmaker also criticized the

" DA's “slow delivery of support” to

local farmers like seeds, fertilizers,
machineries and irrigation facili-
ties when needed.

Panaligan demanded immedi-
ate and concrete action from the
DA in implementing the programs
funded by Congress.

In a text message on Tuesday,
Panaligan told The Manila Times
that he believed that the Rice
Liberalization Program of the gov-
ernment is not effective to ensure
the steady supply of rice is cheaper
as promised.

In his response, DA Undersec-

retary Leocadio Sebastian assured

the committee that the focus of the
department is to enhance local pro-

* duction and that they have a two-
pronged approach to the problem:

the post-harvest which is to provide
intervention in forms of subsidies

to the farmers and the market side

which is to ensure and protect the
income of the farmers.
IRE JOE V.C. LAURENTE
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P20 per kg rice: Greatest hoax ever sold

R 222, the rice variety that

caters to the low-end mar-
ket, is currently P23 per kilo-
gram, farmgate and fresh off
the thresher. It is the only mass-
planted rice variety that still
retails slightly below P50 per kg.
You have to eat Triple 2 rice right
after cooking; served cold, there
is no residual softness, and you
can't repurpose it into sinangag
either, Because leftover Triple 2
rice has no practical value, it is
deemed an impractical buy, even
by low-income families with
multiple uses for leftovers.

The local rice varieties that
dominate the market are IR 420
and IR 426, and both command
a P25 per kg price at farmgate.
These retail at the P54 to P55
level. Rice farmers tend to favor
these rice varieties because these
are what they eat, situated in
the middle tier between Triple
2 and the fancy varieties.

The fancy local varieties, IR
160 and IR 218, have a farmgate
price of P28 per kg. But this is
the drawback. The paddy yield
is less than the ordinary, non-
fancy varieties. These are the
P60 per kg varieties retailed,
comparable to the prices of
imported, well-milled rice.

All year round, there are certified
seeds for these local rice varieties,
and for Central Luzon farmers, these
‘are the rice varieties being planted.

Under the current conditions
of agronomy and by the known
yardsticks of rice economics, there
is really no way to source and sell
rice at P20 per kg. Not after two
years, not after two decades, not
after two centuries. Unless, of
course, synthetic rice of the edible
kind can be mass-produced for
humankind on the cheap.

~ MIDWEEK
COMMENTS

MARLEN V.
RONQUILLO

The reason for this is straight-
forward enough. Production costs

need to go down to P11 to P12,

per kg to enable retailers to sell
rice not at P20 but at P22 to P25
per kg. And there is no production
environment for the cost of pro-
ducing palay at P11 or P12 perkg.

‘Rice thrives on an ample water
supply, but very few rice-pro-
ducing areas in the country get a
year-round, uninterrupted irriga-
tion supply. Rice farms in Central
Luzon, the country's rice granary,
are dotted with shallow tube
wells (STWs)+that supply water
during supply inefficiencies that
occur very often in a single cycle
of rice production. I need not go
into the current average prices for
gasoline or diesel that feed these
STWs. It is enough to say that you
can't have a production cost of
P11 or P12 per kg with the aver-
age prices of gasoline and diesel
over the past two years.

The wacko decision to make
irrigation free also contributed
to the chaotic distribution of
irrigation water at the paddy
level. With no fees accruing
to the irrigators associations
(IAs), there is no more money to
fund irrigation canal and ditch
maintenance. The deteriorating
condition of most canals and
ditches across the farming areas
of the country is now a real prob-
lem, and it crimps the supply
of u:ngauon water to paddies.
Irrigation is free, but this wiped
out the institutions that for years

efficiently maintained irrigation
ditches and canals and arranged
water supply schedules.
Planting rice is never fun, true.
The current cost for a rice planter
(it is still done manually; we are the
regional laggard in farm mechani-
zation) is P500 per day and even
P600 daily in many farming areas
where the young and able-bodied
can work as janitors and baggers in
nearby boxy malls. Or where the
young and able can work as jani-
tors and servers in fast-food chains.
Reaping and threshing are paid
based on a percentage of the total
palayyield, substantially cutting the
post-harvest share of the rice farmer.
Rice economics often imply
that during the entire produc-

‘tion process, the rice farmer

himself is a nonpaid partici-
pant, though he is the dramatis
personae in the entire process.
The government offers subsi-
dies, yes, but P5,000 a year does
not impact much on this tough,
costly and laborious process.
‘The Rice Tariffication Law (RTL)
was a quick fix to the abnormal
but transitory drop in rice sup-
ply in 2018, a mindless law that
was probably one of the worst
laws passed by the two chambers
of Congress in this generation.
And predicated on a world for-
ever awash with cheap rice in the
global market. It pandered to two
things: the greed and recklessness
of rice importers. It unilaterally
stripped the National Food Au-
thority (NFA) of the mandate to
hold on to a substantial buffer
stock, which was needed in times
of reduced supply and surging

prices. How can you ignore basic.

supply and demand realities in
legislation that is about the staple
food and the most politically

Page of

sensitive of commuodities at that?

Several nightmarish develop-
ments upended that unrealistic,
dimwitted predicate of a global
market forever awash with cheap
rice and looking for buyers. In-
dia, which supplies 40 percent of
global rice exports, has imposed a
total ban on exports. Vietnam, our
traditional rice supplier for years,
announced that starting in 2030,
its 7 million metric tons (MT)"
rice exports would be reduced to
4 million MT, a decision that sent
shock waves through the regional
rice market. In 2019, we were the
top rice importer with 3.1 million
MT, and 2.7 million of that was
shipped from Vietnam.

A P5-to-P7-per-kg increase cover-
ing all rice varieties and types was lev-
ied by traders and retailers overnight.
The trend, according to rice price
watchers, is more upward surges.

The bad news for rice in both
the domestic and international en-
vironments was probably the best
time for the government to finally
admit that rice at P20 per kg was a
wish list and a campaign promise,
with its shelf life over. After all, the
promise of P20 per kg of rice is not
tethered to any sliver of reality.

No, the government won't.
Even NEDA Director-General
Arsenio Balisacan, who used
to have the reputation of a
straight-talking, non-flacking
technocrat, doubled down on
the P20 per kg hoax, arguing
that there is a time for every-
thing and that day will come.

Maybe, just maybe, his proxim-
ity to Mr. Lazaro Gadon made Mr.
Balisacan realize that in the current
bureaucracy, it is the flacks and
hacks that survive. That smoothed
Mr. Balisacan's transition from
technocrat to hoax-peddling hack.
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Manalastas
THEEI!,IE-year-oldPnceAct
mustbeupdated topunish
nceandcgr‘:iahoardetsand
profiteers.

This was stressed ’by
Bicol Saro Party-list Rep-
resentative BrianRaymund
Yamsuanashefiled House
Bill 7970.

The bill proposes im-
prisonment of up to 40
years in certain instances
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when their illegal actsare -

tantamount to acts of eco-
nomic sabotage.

Italsaseeks thecreation
ofananti-riceorcornhoard-
ing and profiteering task
force in every province,
cityand municipality toreg-
ularly check the inventory,
levelsofallmills, warehous-
es and stock houses of rice
and corn, and find out if
these commodities are be-
ing hoarded.

“One of the reasons
greedyand shamelesstrad-
ers are bold enough to
hoard rice or corn even
duringdifficulttimesisthat
the punishment im
on them under the law is
not harsh enough. We
need toamend the outdat-
ed Price Actto ensure that
the penalties remain com-
mensurate to the crimes

committed, and include

otheractsand practicesthat

should be deemed xlleﬂg.:l5 ¢

butnotcovered under
law,” Yamsuan said in a
statement.
Yamsuanissued thecall
after a fact-finding team
from the House of Repre-

sentatives led by Speaker

Martin Romualdezand of-
ficials of * the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) found
evidence of rice hoarding
in several warehouses in
Bulacan last week.
Ricehoarding hasbeen
suspected as among the
reasons behind the steady

"'k) Fi‘,ﬁ s Ne wspaper
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increase in rice prices,
which has reached more
than P50 perkiloinseveral
Hoarding creates an
artificial shortageofacom-
modity, which, in turn,
jacks up its costs.
Underthe measure, the
hoarding of rice and corn
“during or on the occa-
sionofany calamity, disas-
ter, or any emergency
declared as such by the

President” shallbedeemed

e uwalent to economic

% e and punishable
by reclusion perpetua,
which means imprison-

ment of 20 to 40 years and
eligibility for pardonafter
30 years.

Criminal liability under
thebill “shall attach to the
persons withdirectsuper-
vision and control of such
establishments” where
hoarding of rice or corn
has been determined dur-
ing times of emergency,
disaster or calamity.

The hoardingand prof-
iteering of rice and comin
other ‘circumstances is

unishable under the bill

y imprisonment of 10 to
20 years and a fine of
P100,000 to P5 million.

Page

'PRICE LAW WITH MORE
TEETH EYED



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: b 30

201>

Page: At

-.

9> LIBRARY

j NEPT, OF AGRICULTURE

Soybeans fall, wheat rises

SINGAPORE- Chicago soybean ¢ ‘The most active soybean con-:

tract on the Chicago Board of !
Trade (CBOT) was down 0.4
percent at $14.00-3/4 a bushel..
Corn fell 0.6 percent to $4.93-.
_ 1/2 a bushel and wheat added 0.1-

andcompnccsdmppedon’l’gppdpy
after US government data showed
thata decline in crop conditions due
to hotand dry weather was notas se-
vere as many analysts had expected.

Wheat inched higher, although
sluggish demand for US supplies and
competiion romchetp Rssian g
limited the upside in prices.

- “The market is watching US
weathet for soybeans in the coming
weeks,” said one Singapore-based
agricultural commodities analyst.
“Too much heat and dryness will

reduce yields.””

percent - to $6.17-1/2 a bushel.

The US Department of Agri-:
culture (USDA) in a weekly crop:
progress report on Monday rated:
58 percent of the soybean crop as:

good to excellent, down a percent-

age point from 59 percent last.

week. Thirteen analysts surveyed by

- Reuters had on average expected a 3
'pcrccntagepomtdeclme_ - Reuters
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