CLIPPINGS FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

SEC. PBBM QUOTED

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
DTI chief: Rice price cap may be lifted in 2 weeks

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Gov’t to review price caps after 2 weeks

Marcos: Increase in rice production should benefit farmers
Shocked

BUSINESS WORLD
DTI says rice price cap may be lifted in 2 weeks

BUSINESS MIRROR
Marcos’s vision: Double rice production with tech
Blindsided economic team backs rice price cap

MANILA BULLETIN

Economic team backs PBBM’s rice price ceiling

House leaders hail Marcos, Romualdez’s efforts stabilize rice prices

PBBM vows to continue dad’s legacy

I hope you’ll have good harvest from my face drawn on rice paddy — Marces

REMATE
Diokno: Eco team ‘di kinonsulta sa rice price cap

PILIPINO STARNGAYON
Rice price cap suportado ng economic team

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL

PBBM, speaker commended

Cash aid to rice sellers pressed
Temporary rice tariff cut proposed

DA FAMILY

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
Gov’t should promote cultivation bamboo to help protect crops, combat climate change

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

PhilMech to build more coco processing facilities
Averting rice crisis permanently

Rice economics

THE MANILA TIMES
Corn output seen hitting 7.67 MMT

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
Gov’t to review price caps on rice in 2 weeks: DTI
Export of mangoes to Australia resumes

BUSINESS WORLD
El Nifio impact could result in 10-15% sugar output decline — SRA



BUSINESS MIRROR

2023-2024 raw sugar output could reach 1.85 MMT- SRA
The rice tariffication law and its role in the current rice crisis
Find Luzon veggies on NVAT online platform

MANILA BULLETIN
Rabies — free by 20307 Why not?
Rice price cap may be lifted in two weeks — Pascual

ABANTE TONITE
Taas-presyo nalihis sa imported bigas

PILIPINO STARNGAYON
Rice price cap, dedesisyunan sz loob ng 2 linggo

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL
BPI sees fruitful future for Philippine mangoes
Kadiwa pop-up store for PDLs

AGRI-RELATED STORY

THE MANILA TIMES
Govt economic team back rice price cap

BUSINESS WORLD
Gov’t rice dealer subsidy good for ‘only a few sacks’

BUSINESS MIRROR
Temporary price ceiling

MANILA BULLETIN
Lower rice prices benefit poor Filipinos the most
Lower toll proposed for agri truckers

ABANTE
OTOP ayuda sa mga exporter, maliliit na negosyante

FOREIGN STORY
MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

Wheat, corn ease
Indonesia’s Widodo says rice stock sufficient



EHILIPPINE DALLY

INQUIRER

BALANCED NEWS + FEARLESS VIEWS

EICCEOrice e e ™ . . ..,

cap seen in 2 weeks

The price cap on rice can be lifted within two
weeks as the harvest season that starts this

month and the arrival of imports will help sta-

bilize prices, which is the main objective of the
measure, according to Trade and Industry Secre-
tary Alfredo Pascual. A petition to lower tariff on
rice imports was also filed by the Foundation for
Economic Freedom on Monday to address E

high rice prices. —STORY BY THE INQUIRER STAFF
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DTI chief: Rice price cap
may be lifted in 2 weeks

By Alden M. Monzon
and Ronnel W. Domingo
@Team_Inquirer

Trade and Industry Secretary
Alfredo Pascual on Monday
said that the price cap on rice
could be lifted within two
weeks, noting that the gov-
ernment would have a better
grasp of the supply situation
by then as the harvest season
starts this month alongside the
arrival of imports that could
stabilize prices.

“So maybe within two
weeks, we should be able to lift
or see whether we can lift the
price cap already,” Pascual said
in an interview on ABS-CBN
News Channel.

Asked whether they consid-
er the price ceiling as success-
ful, Pascual said: “Yes, because
we are able to make rice avail-
able to our mass consumers at
P41 per kilo for (regular-milled
rice) and P45 per kilo for well-
milled rice. And I think that is
what’s important.”

“Maybe a few are still sell-

ing beyond the ceiling, based .

on our own findings in all the
localities that we have mon-
itored, rice is available at the
price caps,” he added.

In Metro Manila, regu-
lar-milled rice produced locally
retailed from P41 to P45 a kilo
as of Monday, while local well-
milled rice ranged from P45 to
P49, according to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s price
monitoring.

As part of efforts to bring
down rice prices, the Depart-
ment of Finance (DOF) earli-
er proposed a temporary re-
duction of ‘the 35 percent rice
import tariff rate to zero or a
maximum of 10 percent.
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PRICE IS RIGHT In this photo taken last week, a vendor in Sta.
Ana, Manila, follows the government-mandated price ceiling for
regular- and well-milled rice, set at P41 and P45 a kilo, respec-
tively. The government says imposing the cap is a temporary
measure to temper the rising prices of rice. —~MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

On Monday, the Founda-
tion for Economic Freedom
(FEF) filed in the Tariff Com-
mission a request to reduce
tariffs on imported milled rice

fo 10 percent.

FEF, an advocate of mar-
ket-oriented reforms.and con-
sumer welfare, said in its filing
date on Sept. 7 that a reduction
of tariffs would be effective in
bridging the gap between sup-
ply of and demand for the sta-
ple grain, and check the quick-
ening pace of increases in food
prices.

In their petition, FEF told
tariff authorities that the price
increase for imported rice had
been the main factor for pres-
ent rice prices:

Lawmakers are divided on
the issue of lowering the tariff
on rice imports.

According to House ways

and means panel chair Rep.
Joey Salceda, the DOF's pro-
posal to reduce rice import
tariff rates will be a “tempo-
rary™ but “viable” solution for
rice price woes and is best left
to the discretion of President
Marcos, who can adjust tariff
rates when Congress is not in
session.

Opposition

However, two senators on
Monday criticized the latest
plan of the executive branch
to lower the tariff on imported
rice, arguing that this would
again threaten the livelihood
of local farmers who would be
forced to deal with lower sell-
ing prices of their produce at
the onset of the harvest sea-
son. .
Sen. Imee Marcos, chair of
the Senate committee on social

justice, welfare and rural de-
velopment, hinted that “sinis-
ter forces” were controlling the
country’s rice industry.

She noted that the se-
quence of government actions
all seemed to lead the govern-

‘ment to resort to importation.

Opposition Sen. Risa Hon-
tiveros said she would call for
a Senate inquiry into what she
described as “contradicting
policies” among the agencies
of the government, noting that
the latest move to lower rice
tariff again opens the country
to more importation.

“The imposition of ze-
ro-tariff importation during
the harvest season is another
disaster that will strike our lo-
cal farmers,” she said.

She said she would seek
the inquiry to allow agencies
in the executive branch to
“shed light” on their contra-
dicting policies and to give
them “a chance to talk to each
other.”

Meanwhile, at the launch
in Ilocos Norte of the 2023
Mariano Marcos State Univer-
sity-Philippine Rice Research
Institute Rice Paddy Art on
Monday, Mr. Marcos said the
government would maximize
the use of new technology to
ensure a stable supply of rice
that is accessible and afford-
able to Filipinos.

Stressing -the need to in-
crease rice production in the
Philippines to address rice
prices in the market, Mr. Mar-
cos underscored the impor-
tance of taking “new technol-
ogy from the laboratory to the
rice field.” —wiITH REPORTS FROM
MELVIN GASCON, JULIE M. AURELIO,
JORDEENE B. LAGARE AND JEROME
ANING INQ
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Gov'’t to review price
caps after 2 weeks

lar-milled rice at P41

Dl k 1 for regu
M per leo and P45 per kilo for

no consultation,

economic team
cks price ¢

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

‘The government may be
able to decide on whether
it will lift the price cap on
rice in the next two weeks,

well-milled rice.

Pascual emphasized that
the imposition of the price
cap for rice is not a standalone
measure of the government.

“This was done alongside
efforts to address the issue
of hoarding, proﬁteermg and
cartelization,” he said.

The DTI said earlier it
would implement various
forms of assistance to rice re-
tailers/ wholesalers, including

according to Department of ~ small supermarkets, that will
Trade and Industry (DTI)  be affected by the price ceil-
Secretary Alfredo Pascual. ing; in coordination with other

“Maybe (in) another two |

weeks we will have a good
idea of the availability of sup-
ply,” Pascual said over ANC
yesterday. “So maybe within
two weeks we should be able
to lift, or to see whether we can
lift the price cap already.”
Executive Order (EQ) No.
39, which was implemented on

‘government agencies and

stakeholders. These include
financial assistance, loan pro-
grams, logistics support and
market linkages and support.
Over the weekend, the DTI
participated in the start of the
distribution of the P15,000 fi-
nancial assistance for retailers-
affected by the rice price cap
Turn to Page 4
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through the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD)'s
_ Sustainable Livelihood Program.

The DTI added that the govern-
ment would also provide transpor-
tation in delivering rice from traders
to retailers to reduce logistical costs.

Market linkages will also be es-
tablished to link local farmers with
supermarket chains and other re-
tailers and promote bulk buying or
advance purchase of supermarkets,
restaurants, hotels, resorts and other
commercial establishments.

In a radio interview last week,

" Trade Assistant Secretary Agaton
Uvero said the governmient is hoping
that the imposition of the price ceilintﬁ
onrice will not go beyond one mon
as it expects prices of the staple food
to stabilize in three weeks.

 Price caps backed

- The economic team of the adminis-
tration of ﬁ%’ﬁ&eﬁtMarEo@is infavor

of the imposition of price control on

rice through the issuance of EO 39.
“We agree with the President that
implementing a price cap on rice is

THE pHILIPPINE

<
P

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL

the most prudent course of action at
.the moment to achieve two critical

objectives: stabilizing rice prices and
extending immediate support to our
fellow countrymen,” Department of
Finance (DOF) Secretary Benjamin
Diokno said in a statement. “How-
ever, this should not persist for an
extended period.” -

“This will effectively serve as
an ‘active stop gap’ to address the
market’s current circumstances.
Conditions truly warrant a special
mitigating measure,” Budget Secre-
tary Amenah Pangandaman also said.

“In anideal scenario, we can let the
market dictate prices. However, as
NEDA noted, we are now faced with
extraordinary factors that we have to
consider,” Pangandaman explained.

The budget secretary likewise
reiterated the unified stand of the
economic team on the price ceiling,
saying that it is indeed a necessary
although temporary measure to help
vulnerable and disadvantaged sec-
tors amid high prices of rice.

“We understand and fully support

the decision of the President because .

there really are market players who
have been misbehaving. Unfortu-
nately, there really are hoarders and
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speculators. We needed to act fast

to effectively address this problem

with a tit-for-tat strategy against
unscrupulous traders, at least in the
near-term,” Pangandaman said.

“As what Secretary Ben Diokno
said, this will serve as an effective
measure against non-competitive
ﬁracﬁces by market players. We just

ave to carefully calibrate, implement
and monitor it,” she added.

Diokno had told reporters over the
weekend that the economic team was
not consulted and was “shocked” by
the announcement of rice price caps.

His undersecretary, Cielo Magno,
was told by Malacafiang to resign

after she posted a graph of the law -

of supply on demand as the order for
the price caps was issued.

Diokno earlier said the Inter-
agency Committee on Inflation and
Market Outlook remains on top of
monitoring the developments in food
and non-food inflation. It will also
closely monitor the implementation
of EO 39 to help ensure that the short-
term measure will be effective.

“The economic team remains reso-
lute in its commitment to mitigate the
impact of inflation and help protect
our consumers, retailers and farm-

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ers,” Pangandaman said.

“We will put prime importance
to the protection of our vulnerable
sectors. We will help ensure the fast
implementation of the government’s
targeted cash transfer program, the
fuel subsidy program for qualified
workers in the transportation sec-
tor, subsidies to registered small rice
retailers as well as other programs
that will help aid our kababayans,” she
emphasized. '

Areliable source said the price cap
was the idea of a politician and not of
the DTI or the economic team.

Aid distribution

The DSWD started yesterday. the
distribution of P15,000 cash aid to rice
retailers affected by the price limit in
public markets in Zamboanga del Sur,
Pateros and the cities of Navotas and
Parafiaque. :

In a statement, DSWD Secretary
Rex Gatchalian said it was the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) and the DTI
thatidentified the 337 beneficiaries of
the cash assistance — 15 in Pateros, 161
in Navotas, 129 in Parafiaque and 32
in Zamboanga del Sur. :

Last Saturday, the a%lency kicked
off the release of the cash aid in Que-

zon City, San Juan and Caloocan City.

Decisive

In Congress, lawmakers have
acknowledged the government’s
“decisive” action against suspected
hoarders, along with the ceiling on
the prices of rice, as among the rea-
sons why prices of the staple have
gone down.

“Their decisive actions, notably
the implementation of a price ceil-
ing on rice, have been instrumental
in upholding stability in this vital
commodity, even amidst the turbu-.
lent tides of the global market,” said
Quezon Rep. Mark Enverga, chair of
the House committee on agriculture
and food.

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, who
heads the House ways and means
committee, said the price cap and
raids conducted by Speaker Martin
Romualdez “brought some sanity
back to the trading of rice.”

“The cap ended the rice price spike.
It is now clear that soaring cost of the
grain is artificial, driven by market
speculation and rice traders driven
by greed,” Salceda said. ~ With Bella
Cariaso, Sheila Crisostomo, Louise
Maureen Simeon, Delon Porcalla
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" As an expression of support for the government's food security efforts, the Mariano Marcos State
University and PhilRice launched arice paddy art in Batac, liocos Norte yesterday, featuring the ima

of President Marcos and the administration g’onal?ll;?lha's’ slogan. Below, the President leads
father Ferdinand Sr. during the commemoration

a wreath-laying ceremony at the monument of his
of the 106th birth anniversary of the former president in Batac.
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Marcos: Increase
in rice production
should benefit farmers

By ALEXIS ROMERO

Farmers should benefit from an
increase in rice production, Presi-
dent Marcos gaid yesterday, as he
cited the need to bring new technol-
ogy to the rice field to ensure that
~ the food staple remains accessible
to ordinary Filipinos.

Marcos gave assurance that the-

agriculture department would tap
the best technologies to address the
problem.

“We really need new technolo-
gies because of all of these devel-
opments. And that’s the part that
institutions like MMSU (Mariano
Marcos State University), like Phil-
Rice (Philippine Rice Research Insti-
tute) and all the other agricultural
research universities, stations do all
around the country, that is the part
that they play.”

“So it's correct we have to in-
crease our production. But we have
to make sure that that increase in
production redounds to the benefit
of the farmer. Because it is equally
important for me that the farmer
makes a good living,” the Presi-
dent said during the launch of the
rice paddy art bearing his image in
" Batac, Ilocos Norte.

Marcos said new technologies
have become so important because
of climate change, but the problem
lies on how to move them from the
laboratory to the market, and how
to produce a new product on alarge
scale.

“It is the government that will
develop the technologies that are
necessary. It is the government that
will allow the farmers to process
their new product. It is the govern-
ment’s job to bring now those new
products to the market, and to make
sure that whatever profits are made
at the market, it will redound also to
the benefit of the farmers,” he added.

Rice paddy art

As an expression of support for
the government’s food security
efforts, the MMSU and PhilRice
launched a rice paddy art featur-
ing the image of the President and
the administration slogan “Bagong
Pilipinas.”

“MMSU and PhilRice decided
to feature President Marcos in this
year’s paddy art in support of his
vision of a new Philippines, particu-
larly on achieving food security and
reinvigorating the country’s agri-
culture sector,” the university said.

According to the MMSU, the rice
paddy art was created usirfg IR 1552,
a traditional Korean purple variety,
as the paint, and the NSICRC 222 or
Tubigan 18 as the green canvas. The
NSIC RC 222 is a variety bred and
released by the International Rice
Research institute in 2010, which
yields an average of 6.1 tons and
maximum of 10 tons per hectare.

During the launch of the rice
paddy art, Marcos joked about the
taste of the palay that formed part
of his image.

“I was teasing the students. I said
I hope that the palay harvested from
my image, I hope it will taste good.
It may have a bitter taste, you may
have to modify it. But I don’t think
that’s going to be a problem. MMS5U
will figure it out, PhilRice will figure
it out,” he said. '

Rice paddy art started in Japan
in 1993.
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No P5,000 cash aid

The Presidential Action Center
warned the public yesterday against
false information claiming that it
would distribute rice and P5,000
cash aid.

“We want to clarify that this in-
formation is entirely false. The Presi-
dential Action Center is not engaged
in any such distribution and no such
program is currently in operation,”
it said in a Facebook post.

The center advised the public to
send an email to pace@op.gov.ph
if they encounter information that
raises doubts and concerns.

“Let us unite in our commitment
to truth, for accurate information
is our most powerful tool against
misinformation,” it added.

The Presidential Communica-
tions Office urged social media us-
ers to follow the official Facebook
page of the Presidential Action
Center for accurate information, an-
nouncements and reminders.

Agri online hub

A United States-supported on-
line agricultural trading hub was
launched to connect Filipino farm-
ers to more businesses and help
strengthen the Philippines’ agricul-
tural supply chain.

The US government, through
the US Agency for International
Development (USAID), in partner-
ship with the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) and the Nueva
Vizcaya Agricultural Terminal

" (NVAT), launched a first-of-its-kind

e-commerce platform to expand
the market reach of Luzon-based
farmer-traders and strengthen ag-
ricultural supply chain.

The NVAT Fresh Online Plat-
form (NVATFresh.com), directly
managed and operated by. the
Luzon-based agricultural hub, is
a business-to-business online plat-
form where farmers can list their
produce for large enterprises such
as supermarkets, food processing
companies and restaurant chains.

TErough the platform, farmers
can leverage competitive pricing,
secure a consistent income, reduce
food wastage and ensure the de-
livery of fresh, affordable produce
straight to businesses and consum-
ers. — With Pia Lee-Braen
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Shocked

ome people have never

learned. If you get the price

wrong, you eventually get
the supply wrong.

Ferdinand E. Marcos Srt. per-.
sisted in getting the price wrong.
That led to periodic shortages of
nearly every staple. He subsidized
the price of oil through the OPSF
and the price of energy through Napocor, bent on
winning the support of his people. These subsidies
required borrowing, that eventually threw the whole
economy into a profound debt crisis that set our
progress back by decades. ;

Ferdinand'R. Marcos Jiftook bizarre advice and
hurriedly issued an executive order putting price
caps on rice for an indefinite period. The order was
not illuminated by consultations with stakeholders
nor by the insight of regime economists. Now we are
watching the dominos fall. :

Almost immediately after the price caps took ef-
fect, everyone realized the great toll this would take
on rice retailers. The administration ordered retailers
compensated in the amount of P1 5,000-for the losses
price controls inflicted on them. It turns out, the mini-
mum needed for reparations is about P40,000 a week.

Now the price pressure is coming down on our
farmers. Unmilled rice prices have been pushed down
- by atleast P3 per kilo. That means many farmers will

go into debt. A farmers’ group is now asking govern-.
ment to subsidize palay prices to help the farmers
survive. g

At some point, as the caps remain in place, we will
have to provide the farmers some form of subsidy to
keep them planting. Otherwise, the rice fields will be
abandoned en masse.

An economic policy advocacy group, the Founda-

- tion for Economic Freedom, putouta position paper
arguing that the more feasible strategy to curb the
spike in rice prices would be to cut the tariff rate on
rice imports. The tariff rate is currently at 35 percent.

Understandably, this option is unpalatable to bu-
reaucrats and farmers, The bureaucrats will lose the
huge revenue from tariffs that they can play around
with in the name of “modernization.” The farmers
will have to compete with imported rice with no
protection. -

Consumers will win. They will get reasonably
priced and good quality rice without tariff interfer-
ence. But without some form of protectionism, our
inefficiently organized rice production will be forced
out of the market. ; g

Any lasting solution must be anchored on lifting
otlr rice farms out of subsistence production. But
that will run against the grain of our land redistribu-
tion program that, for decades, we have mistakenly
equated with social justice. S e

I DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

For as long as we continue failing to consolidate
and industrialize our agriculture, we will suffer short-
ages and price spikes like a recurring nightmare. At
some point, when we have run out of remedies, we

~ will stop equating redistribution of land with social

justice. It is a curse on all consumers.

Finance Secretary Ben Diokno finally admitted,
after losing a brilliant undersecretary to this use-
less controversy, that.the economic team was not
consulted regarding the price caps. He, along with
the rest of the economic management team, were
in Tokyo when the executive order was issued. The

“order shocked them.

Diokno does not have the same personal relation-
ship with the President that his predecessor Sonny
Dominguez had with his president. Dominguez
and Duterte were literally childhood friends. The
former president never once fancied himself an :
economics expert and yielded to Sonny at every
turn — trying to get even by chiding his finance
secretary as “Dr. No.”

So who is making economic policy outside of the
economic management team? :

My guess is, on the matter of the rice price caps, the
aging bureaucrats at the Department of Agriculture
(DA) are to blame, That agency has been trapped in
a subsidy mindset for decades. For them, there is no
problem subsidy cannot solve. i

And so'it is that all the DA does to “modernize”
our agriculture is to give away subsidies at every op-
portunity. They give away rice seedlings, small farm
implements and fertilizers. This is an agency skilled
at superficial “solutions.” It is an agen shaped by
political patronage — which has made the President
serving concurrently as Agriculture Secretary a politi-
cally appealing proposition. :

When this badly conceived rice price caps policy
begins to unravel, we know who to blame.

As things stand, retailers are bringing out their
deteriorated stocks, barely edible rice, to conform
with the order. The more edible varieties are promoted
to luxury categories and sold at a higher price. Con-
sumers better able to pay good pesos for good rice
are migrating upmarket. The net result is that the
rice'price regime simply sidesteps the price caps and
moves on to the new price regime.

The farmers will have to make tough decision the
next few weeks. They may choose to leave their land
to fallow rather than gamble with the unrealistic price
caps. Happening on a large-enough scale, this spells
a serious drop in productivity and a greater reliance
on imports from a tighter international market.

My bet is that the price caps policy will be super-
fluous in the end, like a single sandbag put in to stop
a flood. ' 14

Rice prices, like everything else, must soon con-
form to the price regimes shaped by a long period
of accumulated inflation. All the cost items relating
to rice production have increased. The cost push has
simply become irresistible. : R

In his wildest dreams, the Speaker of the House
thinks international rice prices will drop on our say-
so. Good luck with that.

R
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DTI says rice price cap
may be lifted in 2 weeks

By Luisa Maria Jacinta C.
Jocson Reporter

THE GOVERNMENT may lift the
price ceiling on rice in two weeks
when the local harvest starts and
more imports arrive, Trade Secretary
Alfredo E. Pascual said on Monday.
“Within September, we are
looking at 2 million metric tons of
harvest and some entry of imported
rice. So maybe within two weeks we
should be able to see whether we
can lift the price cap,” he said in an
interview with ANC on Monday.
The government has becn
implementing a nationwide rice
price cap since Sept. 5 to address
a spike in prices of the national
staple amid reports of hoarding
and price manipulation by cartels.
The ceiling has been set at P41
per kilo for regular milled rice and
P45 per kilo for well-milled rice.

Mr. Pascual told reporters
that the price ceiling is needed
to prevent a spike in retail prices
of rice.

“In the next two or one and a
half months, because we already
started harvesting, we are looking
towards a total harvest of 5 mil-
lion metric tons and that is from
our local farmers,” he said on the
sidelines of the Asian Regional

™

Conference in Support of Acceler- |
ated Life Sciences Innovation on |

Monday.

The Department of Trade and

Industry (DTI) chief said around
90% of retailers in public markets
have complied with the price ceil-
ing.

“Our people actually gave
warnings to retailers selling over
the price ceiling. But what is im-
portant is that we have the supply
and that the majority of the (re-
tailers) are compliant,” he added.

Rice, S1/5
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Marcos’s vision: Double
rice production with tech

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA W @sam_medenilla

RESIDENT Ferdinand R.

Marcos Jrswants to at least

double the country’s rice
production per hectare (ha) using
new technology to keep the food

staple affordable.

Speaking at the 2023 Mariano
Marcos State University (MMSU)-
Philippine Rice Research Institute
(PhilRice) rice paddyart exhibition
onMonday, the chief executive dis-
closed he wants the local rice pro-
duction to be on a par with other
countries.

“Production is very important.
Weneed toincrease our production.
In other countries, they are doing
10 tons per hectare, eight tons per

hectare on average...and their pro-
duction cost is low,” Marcos said
partly in Filipino.

Based on data from the Philip-
pine Rice Research Institute (Phil-
Rice), the averagerice harvest yield
in the country last year was 4.11
metric tons per ha.

The President stressed the im-
portanceofincreasing the country’s
rice production amid the threat of
climate change on international

food supplies.

He said he is hopeful the ag-
riculture research and develop-
ment from PhilRice and otherlocal
schools suchas the MMSUwillhelp
boost farmland production.

“Thereare somanythings[inag-
riculture] that need to be changed
and studied so that we can make
sure that we have a stable source
of supply and that that supply is
affordable to ordinary Filipinos...
So that is the process that we are
trying to do. And that’s the part
that MMSU, PhilRice, such insti-
tutes such as yours play,” the chief
executive said.

Stable price
ASUFFICIENT supply, he said, will
keep the price of rice stable.

“We have had to control the
prices of rice because the markets
areveryvolatile,sowearetryingto
stabilize it here in the Philippines
..we need to increase our produc-
tion,” the President said.

Last week, Marcos issued Ex-

ecutive Order (EO) No. 39, which
temporarily imposed a P41 per ki-
logram price cap for regular milled
rice (RMR) and P45 per kilogram
for well-milled rice (WMR) so the
food staple will remain affordable,
especially for the poor.

The measure was in response to
alleged attempts by some hoard-
ers to keep the price of rice high
through market manipulation de-
spite the sufficient local supply of
the food staple.

However, as a consequence of
the price cap, some retailers will
have to sell their RMR and WMR
at a loss.

The government allocated P1
billion for the cashaid tobe distrib-
uted by the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD)
to the affected retailers.

Duringthe weekend, DSWD was
able to distribute P15,000 cash aid
to around 300 retailers in Quezon
City, and the cities of San Juanand
Caloocan. More are expected to get
assistance this week.
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Blindsided economic team backs rice price cap

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y, ARCALAS
" J @jearcalas
HE economic team of the&ﬂa’r—
‘cos Jr.administratio
ingits “full support”behmd the
state’smandated price ceilingonrice,
even if the measure was not subjected
to their scrutiny prior to imposition.
In two separate statements, the
Departmentof Finance (EOF) andthe

Department of Budget and Manage-
ment (DBM) emphasized that theyare

in “favor” of the price ceiling on rice
to address the surgein local prices.

Finance Secretary Benjamin E. ;
Diokno described the price ceiling-

measure as an ‘essential stop-gap
measure” to address the rise in do-

mestic rice prices.
“We agree with the President that

. implementing a price cap on rice is
the most prudent course of action at

the moment to achieve two critical
objectives: stabilizing rice prices and
extending immediate support to our
fellow countrymen,” Diokno said on
Monday.

 Budget Secretary Amenah F. Pan-
‘gandaman concurred with Diokno,

adding that the present market con-
ditions “warrant a special mitigating
measure” like price ceiling.

“In an ideal scenario, we can let

fhe market dictate’ prices. However,

as Neda [National Economic and De-
velopment Authority] noted, we are
now faced with extraordinary factors

that we have to consider,” Panganda-
man said on Monday.

Economic team blindsided

THE statements were issued a few
days after Diokno revealed that the
economic team was not consulted
about the imposition of the rice price
ceiling.

Dioknosaid theeconomicteamwas
taken aback when President Marcos
Jr. issued Executive Order 39 impos-
ing a price ceiling on regular-milled
and well-milled rice sold in the do-

- mestic market.

At the time that Marcos 1ssued the
EO, Diokno together with Panganda-
manand Socioeconomic Planning Sec-
retary Arsenio M. Balisacan were in

' "‘ Un o er EO,139 Marcos explamed
e 1mposxtmn of price ceiling

~ wasajoint recommendation by the

EK@E the DTI.
£ ,ﬁonethe&ess, Diokno main-
tained that a price on rice could
wen effective” in the “near
e’r}n “but should not last for an
:xtended period.” He earlier dis-
e;e& that he foresees the price
ing. Eemg,hfted after a p}ﬁnth
 of implementation since local rice
farmers have started harvestmg
4 .'theu;cxops 28
 “The imposition of a price
cap on rice is geared at address-
ing non-competitive practices by
some market players and discour-
ages hoarding, thereby reducing
the price of rice,” Diokno said.

",

“We understand and fully sup-
port the decision of the President
because there really are market
players who have been misbehav-
ing. Unfortunately, there really

are hoarders and speculators. We

needed to act fast to effectively
address this problem with a tit-for-
tat strategy against unscrupulous
traders, at least in the near-term,”
Pangandaman said.

The Neda earlier pointed out
that the price ceiling on ricewould
give Filipinos a much-needed re-

_ prieveintermsofhighinflationas

well as discourage hoarding. (Re-
lated story: https://BUSINESS-
MIRROR.com.ph/2023/09/04/
neda-rice-price-cap-tempo-
rary-necessary/)

Tokyo, Japan for the 14th Philippines-
Japan High-Level Joint Committee
Meeting on Infrastructure Develop-
ment and Economic Cooperation.

However, the power of the ,Prem-
dent toimpose a mandated price ceil-
ing does not require any prior consul-
tation with his economic team.

Under the Price Act, the President
can implement the measure upon the
recommendation of animplementing
agency of the law or the Price Coordi-
nating Council.

The implementing agencies of the
Price Act are the Department of Agri-
culture (DA), concurrently headed by
Marcos himself, and the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI).

SEE “BLINDSIDED,” A2
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BY CHIND S. LEYCO

Economic team backs oo

managers are standing behind
‘President Marcos’ decision to
impose rice price ceilings, emphasiz-

" . . . . ing it is a crucial step to fight non-
competitive practices and promote a
fair market environment.

Diokno said the economic team
recognized the crucial role of Ex-
ecutive Order No. 39, which set price
ceilings on regular and well-milled
rice, in providing necessary relief to
Filipino consumers struggling with
the soaring rice prices.

The President’s economic manag-
ers include Diokno, National Economic -
and Development Authority (NEDA)
Secretary Arsenio M. Balisacan, and
Budget Secretary Amenah F. Pan-
agamdaman.

“We agree with the Presi-

| dent thatimplementing a price 8
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Economic team backs
PBBM’s rice price ceiling 1«

cap on rice is the most prudent course
of action at the moment to achieve
two critical objectives: stabilizing rice
prices and extending immediate sup-
port to our fellow countrymen,” Dio-
kno said in a statement on Monday,
Sept. 11.

Under EO No. 39, the mandated
price of regular milled rice is 41 per
kilogram while well-milled rice is at
£45 per kilogram.

“Executive Order No. 39 was is-
sued by the President as the chief ex-
ecutive and the concurrent secretary
of the Department of Agriculture (DA).
EO 39 serves as a lifeline, extending
much-needed relief to Filipinos grap-
pling with the high rice prices,” the
finance chief said.

Diokno’s statement came after he
admitted that the economic team was
not consulted by Malacafiang before
issuing EO 39.

The DOF chief, however, noted
that the executive order can be proven
effective only in the near term, and
should not persist for an extended
period.

The President has directed the
economic team to implement mea-
sures that will mitigate the negative
impact of the price controls on rice
retailers and farmers, Diokno said.

The Department of Finance (DOF)
has proposed a comprehensive ap-
proach, including the temporary re-
duction of the 35 percent rice import

tariff rates, both ASEAN and Most'

Favored Nation (MFN) rates, to zero

percent or a maximum of 10 percent.
Additionally, Diokno clarified the
importance of encouraging timely rice

. imports by the private sector.

The full implementation of the
Super Green Lane, which allows for
advance processing and clearance
of shipments for the country’s top-
qualified importers, has also been
proposed to expedite rice imports.

“We are advocating cooperation
with tollway concessionaires and
operators to temporarily exempt
trucks catering to agricultural goods
from increased toll, ensuring the
efficient transportation of rice,”
Diokno said.

The government also aims to curb
non-competitive behavior in the rice
industry by actively pursuing cases of
hoarding, smuggling, and economic
sabotage.

Diokno said that there should also
be strict monitoring of the prices of
imported rice throughout the logistics
chain.

The President has directed the
DA and the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) to monitor rice prices
by making rounds in markets and
storage facilities. ,

The Inter-Agency Committee on
Inflation and Market Outlook (IAC-
IMO), which the DOF co-chairs, will
continue to monitor developments in
food and non-food inflation in order
to effectively identify the measures
needed to mitigate inflationary pres-
sures.

Page -2 of
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MANDATED RICE PRICE CEILING
REGULAR MILLED : P41/kilo
WELL-MILLED . P45/kilo
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House leaders hail Marcos, Romualdez’s
efforts to stabilize rice prices

By ELLSON QUISMORIO

he unrelenting efforts of

President Marcos and House

Speaker Martin Romualdez

to stabilize local rice prices
‘haven’t been lost on ranking con-
gressmen.

Over the weekend, Quezon 1st Dis-
trict Rep. Wilfrido Mark Enverga and
Albay 2nd District Rep. Joey Salceda

- recognized these moves from the top

_ leaders in government, which is said

to have contributed to the reduction
in global prices of rice.

Enverga chairs the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Food, while

~ Salceda chairs the House Committee
~ on Ways and Means.

According to Enverga, Marcos’

_ decision to impose price ceiling on

rice, complemented by a series of
warehouse inspections on suspected
rice hoarders carried out by the Bu-
reau of Customs (BOC) and Speaker
Romualdez, has helped stabilize the
rice market despite global market
uncertainties. '

“president Marcos and Speaker
Romualdez have showcased exempla-
ry leadership and visionary strategies
in tackling the intricate matter of rice
pricing,” he said.

Enverga, a Nationalist People’s
Coalition (NPC) stalwart, was refer-
ring to Executive Order (EO) No. 39,
which set a price cap on regular milled

rice at P41 per kilo and well-milled

rice at P45 per kilo. It took effect on
Sept. 5.

“Their decisive actions, notably
the implementation of a price ceiling
on rice, have been instrumental in
upholding stability in this vital com-
modity, even amidst the turbulent
tides of the global market,” he said.

Enverga said the price ceiling “was
a well-calculated move aimed at pro-
tecting the interests of consumers and
Filipino rice farmers alike.”

For his part, Salceda said the com-
bination of the price cap and ware-
house raids brought some “sanity”
back to the trading of rice.

He said the India rice export ban
and the specter of an El Nifio episode
that could hurt local harvest drove

prices up despite the sufficient domes-
tic supply of the staple grain.

“The cap ended the rice price spike.
It is now clear that soaring cost of the
grain is artificial, driven by market
speculation and rice traders driven by
greed. Now, we have to manage our
rice inventory better to avoid fueling
the speculation here and in the global
rice market,” Salceda explained.

He said Marcos and Romualdez’s
commitment to address the public’s
concerns is evident in their effort to
ensure affordable and accessible food
for all Filipinos, adding that their ac-

" tions have “alleviated economic pres-

sures on households and have bol-
stered the livelihoods of rice farmers.”

“The global market shift follow-
ing their intervention is a testament
to their ability to navigate complex
economic landscapes. It highlights the
Philippines’ capacity to influence and
contribute positively to international
food markets,” Salceda pointed out.

Data from US-based Markets In-
sider showed the world market price
for rice has seen a remarkable 21 per-
cent decrease, dropping from $384 per
metric ton in July to $332.4 per metric
ton this month. i

The speaker has said that Malaca-
fiang’s decision to institute a price
cap was not only justified but also
the most effective way to discourage
hoarders and price manipulators from
perpetuating their illicit activities.
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PBBM vows
to continue
dad’s legacy

By RAYMUND ANTONIO
and ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

resident Marcos on Monday,
Sept. 11, led the celebrations
for the 106th birth anniver-
sary of his father, former
president Ferdinand Marcos Sr., in
his hometown of Batac, Ilocos Norte.

He was joined by the First Family
for a Thanksgiving Mass at the Im-
maculate Conception Parish-Batac
before the wreath-laying ceremony at
the monument of his father in Batac.

“Your legacy lives on, and for as
long as I'm here, I will use everything
I learned from you to continue your
work,” the President said on his of-
ficial Facebook page.

The President described his late
father and namesake as a true Filipino
and Ilocano.

In his speech, Marcos described
his father as “a true Filipino and
Ilocano icon whose exceptional mind
matched the nation-loving spirit
that he possesses and that he dem-
onstrates.”

He said Marcos Sr. will be re-
membered for the “peace and order
that he fought and stood for,” which
inspired Filipinos to build on and feel
the dreams that he left in the hearts
of many.

President Marcos likewise urged

the youth and government officials to
aspire for more significant roles and
meaningful endeavors.

“It is my earnest hope that my late
father’s values, ideals, and visions for
the country will spur you into aspiring
for greater roles and more meaningful
endeavors—much like how these have

- inspired me,” he said. “Let us act in

our own small and unique ways to
support the government, to support
our people in all the initiatives and
programs, and continue to instill in
every Filipino the sense of ownership
and accountability in building our
great nation.”

The chief executive reminded ev-
eryone of the Philippines’ value and
the work that needs to be done, noting
the “unwavering pursuit of unity”
his father passionately espoused to
the people.

“The Philippines is ours to love,
and the path to a new Philippines—a
more equitable, sustainable, and re-
silient one—is ours to make,” Marcos
said.

“In his memory, may our actions
from this point on be directed by the
desire to preserve and share the rich
heritage of our province, of our na-
tion,” he added.

Malacafiang had earlier declared
Sept. 11, 2023 as a special non-work-
ing holiday in Ilocos Norte to mark
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FM BIRTH ANNIVERSARY — President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. speaks after a Mass during the 106th birth anniversary of his father,
former President Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr., in Batac City, Hocos Norte on Monday, Sept. 11, 2023. (PPA)

Marcos Sr.’s birth anniversary.

After the wreath-laying cer-
emony, the President joined cooks
from various municipalities in Ilocos
Norte for the “Natnateng Cook-Off
Showdown.”

It showcased local vegetable
dishes and other delicacies that the

‘province is famous for.

He also graced the official launch
of the 2023 Mariano Marcos State
University-Philippine Rice Research

Institute (MMSU-PhilRice) Rice Pad-
dy Art at the MMSU campus in Batac.

The rice paddy art this year fea-
tures the younger Marcos himself and
his administration’s “Bagong Pilipi-
nas” tagline, which aims to support
the government’s goal of achieving
food security and improving the
agriculture sector for the benefit of
Filipinos.

The project was established in
2018 between the MMSU and PhilRice.

First Lady Liza Araneta Marcos
joined the President in the ceremony.

Also present were Ilocos Norte
2nd District Rep. Angelo Marcos
Barba, Ilocos Norte Vice Gov. Cecilia
Araneta Marcos, Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) Chief of Staff
Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr., Philippine
National Police (PNP) chief Gen.
Benjamin.Acorda Jr., Mayor Albert
Chua, and other government officials
and employees. ]
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o hdpe you'll have good
harvest from my face drawn
on rice paddy — Marcos

By BETHEENA UNITE

President Marcos is hop-
ing that the palay that would be
harvested from a rice paddy art
in Ilocos Norte featuring his face
and his administration’s “Bagong
Pilipinas” tagline would taste
good and not bitter.

mukha ko, I hope masarap ang lasa,

baka ang lumabas nyan mapait, kai-
langan n’yo baguhin (that you will
be harvesting from my face would
taste good, and not bitter because
you might have to redo it),” the
President said as he was concluding
his remarks during the unveiling
ceremony.

He was, however, quick to add
that regardless of the outcome, the
university and the Philippine Rice
Research Institute (PhilRice) would
- be able to figure out necessary steps
to be done.

“But I don’t think it’s going to be
a problem. MMSU will figure it out.
PhilRice will figure it out,” he said.

During his speech, the chief ex-
ecutive was citing how the country,
particularly with institutes like the
MMSU and PhilRice, has demon-
strated its understanding of agricul-
tural products cultivation through
showcasing rice paddy art annually
since 2018.

~ Marcos stressed that while the
project was ‘“very entertaining,” it
also signifies the development be-
ing done in the agriculture sector
through research and development.

“Since 2018, we have seen the
successful collaboration of MMSU

‘and the PhilRice to the rice fields

that you have turned into canvasses.
And through this partnership, the

Marcos made the light state—
ment as he was praising this
year’s rice paddy art project at the
Mariano Marcos State University
(MMSU) in Batac, Ilocos Norte, on
Monday, Sept. 11.

“T was teasing the students. I
said I hope the palay, yung

palay na aanihin ninyo sa | 2 s

nation has also seen the novel rice
production systems and technolo-
gies that we can pursue in the years
to come,” he said. “It is particu-
larly important, of course it’s very
entertaining to see your picture,
drawn on a rice field. But what it
demonstrates—and it is a very kind
gesture—is how much we already
know about the cultivation of rice
and other agri products.”

The chief executive also com-
mended MMSU for coming up with
“exemplary” research, saying “we
have seen how much improvement
and knowledge we have gained over
the many years that we have been
doing here.”

This year’s rice paddy art that
features Marcos’ image and the
administration’s “Bagong Pilipi-
nas” tagline aims to support the
government’s goal of achieving
food security and improving the
agriculture sector. It pays tribute to
exemplary Filipinos who contribute
to the development of the country’s
agriculture and nation-building.
It also promotes agri-tourism and
showcases various rice production
technologies in the province.

According to MMSU, the rice
paddy art project also serves as
a continuing effort to encourage
the youth in pursuing agriculture-
related careers.

Page | of
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IN HIS IMAGE — President Ferdlnand,l_l;' Marcos Jr.' (center) is joined by First Lady Liza Araneta Marcos, other family members, and students of the Mariano Marcos State University Page ~ of ~
(MMSU) at the official launch of the 2023 MMSU-Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice) Rice Paddy Art that bears the President’s image and his administration's ‘Bagong i i
Pilipinas’ tagline at the MMSU campus in Batac, llocos Norte'on Monday, Sept. 11, 2023. (PNA) i -
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Rlce pi'lte cap suportado
© ng economlc team

Suportado ng economic team ang desisyon ni
Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr. ang pagpapataw ng
price cap sa bigas.

Sa pahayag ni Finance Secretary Benjamin
Diokno, sinabi nito na ang Executive Order No. 39 ay
nagsisilblng lifeline na kailangan ng mga Filipino para
makaagapay sa mataas na presyo ng bigas.

Iginiit din ni Diokno na nakikita nila ang EO bilang
mahalagang stop-gap measure.

Dahil dito kaya sang-ayon umano sila sa Pangulo
sa pagpapatupad ng price ceiling sa bigas na ang
pinakamainam na gawin sa ngayon para mag-stabilize
ang presyo at agarang matulungan ang mga tao.

Paliwanag pa ng kalihim na ang pagpapataw ng
price cap ay ang pipigil sa manipulasyon ng presyo at
hoarding na gawain ng ilang negosyante na magrere-
sulta sa pagbaba ng presyo.

Inamin naman ni Diokno na bagamat magiging
epektibo ang price cap ay hindi pa rin ito dapat patagalin
at dapt magkaroon ng komprehensibong mga hakbang
para masiguro ang pang matagalang stability ng presyo
ng blgas (Gemma Garcia)

lihente
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rice prices.

Quezon Re}r
chairman the House committee on
agriculture and food, said the Presi-
dent’s decision to mpoae price ceil-
ing on rice, eomplem by a se-
ries of warehouse i ions on
suspected rice hoarders carried out
by authorities, including Speaker
Rbmualdez, has helped stabilize the
rice market despite global market
uncertainties.

"President Marcos and Speaker
Romualdahaveshowmsedexemph‘
ryleadershl and visionary stra
inta
gncmg ir decisive actions, nota-

ly the mpf&mnytmn of aprice ceil-

onrice, have been instrumentalin

upholding stability in this vital com-
modity, evenamidstthe nttides
ot' the global market," Enverga.

theNahMahstPeople sCoah

Mark Eiwerga,= ;

*98155 :
intricate matter of rice
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tion (NPC), said.

~ According to recent reports, Viet-

nam's ricé prices experienced anota-

ble decline over two consecutive

da}gslastweek,attnbutedtoﬂlePhﬂ
' decision to cancel rice or-

ippines
fers, driven by concerns about po-
tential losses resulting from the im-

plementation of rice pnee ceﬂmgs

- within the coun 3
~ The price of 1etnam55percent'

broken rice experienced a notable

decrease 0f2.3 percent from Septem- -
‘ber 5 to Se

-substanﬁél :
ban on non-basmah white rio? ex-

ber 7, reaching $628
drop marks the most
pricedeclinesinceIndia's

ports.
nceasastaple

the mnportance of

for the Filipino

gopulahon, President Marcos and
peaker Romualdez took clec:snve‘

action to n'nhgate nsing rice
The decision to impose a price cm]mg
was a well-calculated move aimed at
protecting the interests of consumers
m«;:lﬂlpmncefarmusahh&” "Enver-
gasaid

Meanwhile, Albay Rep. ]oey Sal-

-ceda, chairmanof the House

meansoommrttee,smd

" prices to unreasonable levels,

OF AGRICULTURE

PBBM, SPEAKER COMMENDED

SEVERAL House leadem have laud-

sition of the price ceiling and subse-

quent raids conducted by Speaker

Martin Romualdez, broughtsomesan-
}tybadttothetradmgofnoe &

Salceda said the India export ban
of an El Nino episode

and thes
thatcould hurtlocalharvestdroverice -

cially with the sufficient supply ofthe
grain domestica egll
“Thecapend thenoepncespike
Itis now clear that soaring cost of the
grain is artificial, driven by market
speculationand rice traders driven by
greed. Now, we have to manage our
_rice inventory better to avoid fueling
the tion here and in the global
rice market,” Salceda stressed.

He said the commitment of Presi-
dent Marcos and Speaker Romualdez
to address the concerns of the public
3 xsewdmtmthﬂr commitment to en-

suring affordableand accessible food
for Filipinos, adding that ﬁelr‘ac-
tions have “alleviated economic
sures on households and have bol-
sﬁemdtheltye]itﬁ‘odsofncefamm
* “The global market shift following
: ﬂmrmtervenhmmateslamenttolheu
ability to navigate complex eeomnuq
'landscapes. It lughh

Page

pines' capamty to mflueme and con-

 tribute positively tointernational food
v markels"SaIcedapomtedout ST

er Romualdez
substantial reduc-
ices can be attrib-
' recent Ex-

Previousl S

. highlighted

tion in lobalnce
uted to ent |

espe- - ecutive Order (EQ) No. 39, which

imy lcgnented natlonmde pnce ceil-
on rice.

Data from US-based MarketsInsid-
er showed the world market price for
rice has seen a remarkable 21 percent
decrease, dropping from $384 per
metric ton in July to $332.4 per metric
ton thismonth.

Romualdez, who leads the 311-
member House of Representatives;
- maintained that the declme in global
rice prices resulted from widespread
cancellations of imported rice orders
by rice traders and importers in re-

sponse to the newly unposed pnoe

_ceilings.
i% TheS aﬁerted&\at&\eded
smnby canang toinstitutea price

cap wasnot onl ;ushﬁedbut alsothe
mgst effective u):eansofdxscoura
hoardersand price manipulators
perpetuahng theirillicitactivities.
Jester Manalastas
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Cash aid to rice

sellers pressed

-

Manalastas
INline thhPresndent Fer-

ny' . e oS e

“.gion as well as in Zam-

boanga del Sur.
. Each retailer receives

.'PlS cash grants from

(SLP),  according to
DSWD Sec. Rex Gatch-
Under EO No. 39, a

dinand R. Marcos Jr.’s di- SWD. ' price cap of Php4l per
rectivetoassistsmallrice 'I‘he Department ‘of ~ kilo was placed’on regu-
retailers affected by the . Agriculture (DA) and the Jlarmilledricewhilea ceil-
ricepriceceilings,another . Department of Tradeand  ing of Php45 perkilo was
set of cash payouts was Industry (DTI) were the ~mandated for well-milled
heldsimultaneouslyinsev-  oneswhoidentifiedthe337  rice. The price cap was
eral public markets in  beneficiaries who willre-  aimed' at controlling the
Metro Manila and Zam-  ceive the cash aid with15  surge of rice pricesin the
boangadel Sur. rice retailers in Pateros, market.

The DepartmentofSo- 161 in Navotas, 129 in As the DSWD-SLP
cial Welfareand Develop- = Parafiaque,and32inZam-  cash assistance for micro
ment(DSWD)announced . boanga del Sur. retailers continues, the
thatthis week’s payouthas The cash assistance to DSWDand the DTImeton
started inthemunicipality  the affected rice retailers Monday to discuss the list
of Paterosand thecitiesof ~wasdrawnfromthefunds ofbeneficiariesfortherest
Navotas,and Parafiaquein, ~ of the DSWD's Sustain-  oftheNCRand thoseinthe
the National Capital Re-  able Livelihood Program  provinces.
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proposing the temporary reduction of
es. ,
In his weekl at;Finanes
—Secretary Benjamin Dioknosaid while
grice' controls, when carefully cali-

rated and closely implemented, are

effective in the near term, they also
have adverse effects if allowed to lin=
ger for a longer period. :
economic team to,implement mea-
sures that will mitigate the negative -
impact of the price controls on rice
retailers and farmers,” Diokno said.
"We need to adopt a comprehensive
aﬁaproa_t-;htohel ensure thatricesup-
ply remains sufficientatreduced pric-
883 ey s
Dioknoesaid the DOFinparticularis
proposing the reduction of the 35 per-
centriceimporttariffrates,both Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nationsand
MEN (most favored nation) rates, tem-
porarily tozeropercentoramaximum
of 10 percent to arrest the surgein rice
prices.

The DOE is also encouraging the -

timely importatior: of rice by the pri-
vatesector; fullimplementation of the |
Super Green Lane that authorizes the

THEDepartmentofFinance (DOF) s
riceimporttariffsto helpreducepric-

President has directed the

‘useof Electronic Data

LIBRARY

Interchange tha
will allow theadvance processingand
clearance of the shipments of the coun-
try’s topmost qualified importers;and
cooperation with tollway coneession-
aires and operators for the temporary
exemptionoftrucks that caterto agri-
cultural goods from the increasein toll
fees. -
Diolqm‘a%zsood’ted-the needto curb
non-competitive behavior in the rice
industry by aggressively pursuing
cases of hoarding, smuggling, and
economic sabotage; strictly monitor-
ing the prices of imported rice in the
logistics chain; and encouraging the
public, including retailers, to report
individuals violating price caps on

~ " withfocusonforward-looking indica-

S

. OF AGRICULTURE

rovide targeted subsidies to small
It’radexgtand retailers of rice; and pro-
ide support to low-income house-
holds to address the impact of the
 rice prices,” he said.
kno said the national govern-
implementing improve-
ce information analysis,

APIsz - ;
. To help guide policy decisions, it
. isimportant fo have timely, granular,
and accurateinformation on thestatus
of therice industry. In this regard, the

- government must also deyote more
. 'resources in sa!elﬁteebasedtecﬂnola_-

gy and data analytics to complement
« the dashbeard," he said. :
§ S Biobosai_d;hel_nmr—Aﬁn Com-
* mitteeonInflationand MarketQutlook
also continues to monitor and antici-
pate developments of key commodi-
ties through thecreation ofanagricul-
tural monitoring dashboard, and the
use of science and technology i ag-
 ricultural monitoring, evaluation, and
_analysis. PNA "
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GOVT SHOULD PROMOTE GULTIVATION OF BAMBOO TO HELP PROTECT GROPS, COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE

ENVIRONMENT Secretary
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga called
for the planting of more trees
to help beat the heat all over.
We hasten to add that bamboo
would more effectively address
the current problem of global
warming and climate change,
but it is not a tree, as it belongs
to the subfamily Bambusoideae
of the grass family Poaceae.
Numerous references, actu-
al proofs, and experiences—in-
cluding ours as an active advo-
cate of bamboo—attest to the
wonder of this grass which can
be summed up in one sentence:
Bamboo can save the world!
Bamboo is the world’s
fastest-growing plant, with

certain species. attaining full
growth in about just a year,
compared to trees that take
up to several years to ma-
ture; gives off 30-35 percent
more oxygen and sequesters
10 times or more tons of car-
bon dioxide than trees. Bam-

boo can store large amounts.

of water in its roots and stems,
as a reservoir during droughts.
The roots protect the soil from
landslides and erosion.

Bamboo provides food,
medicine, paper, clothing,
kitchen utensils, furniture,

musical instruments, materi-
als for transportation, houses,
and buildings, and can replace
wood and cement. [ron bam-

boo, for example, is stronger
than steel. Check out more than
1,000 more uses, Unlike trees,
bamboo would not be decimat-
ed. With judicious harvesting, it
keeps growing.

Bamboo would help bring
about a sound environment
and economy.

- However, a big challenge.is
posed by illegal claimants of
watersheds—which are owned
by the state, off-limits to hu-
man settlements, beyond the
commerce of man.

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) has yet to confromnt this
problem which we have actual-
Iv encountered in our efforts to

plailt bamboo. The stems and

‘shoots from the seedlings we,

had earlier planted had been
uprooted or hacked, and armed
men threatened us from pro-
ceeding further.

Add to that ﬂlegal logging,
wanton quarrying, and destruc-
tive mining—negating the ben-
efits that bamboo could bring.

The Department of the In-
terior and Local Government
(DILG) under Secretary Benja-
min Abalos Jr. should also help
address this problem which
seriously deters the establish-
ment and protection of bam-
boo plantations. Likewise, the
Department of Agriculture (DA)
should make good Undersecre-

tary Deogracias Victor Savella-
no's announcement: that gov-
ernment would help mitigate
climate change with the nation-
wide cultivation of bamboo—a
welcome remark as the House
of Representatives, where he
came from as congressman of
the first district of Iocos Sur,
reportedly has not acted for the
longest time on the 'bills pro-
moting the planting and prop-
agation of bamboo.

As for the Department of
Agrarian Reform's (DAR) re-
cent move under Secretary
Conrado Estrella ITl to condone
all unpaid amortizations of
agrarian reform beneficiaries,
bamhoo nlanting and cultiva-

tion could greatly help protect =

the crops of the farmers, add
to their income from bamboo,
and rehabilitate or enhance
their farmlands.

Much more needs to be
done for DENR, DILG, DA, and
DAR to stand up strong for the
state and the people, confront
those defying laws and that of
nature; and work together—

" without delay—in all good ef-

forts to pursue this greening
mission nationwide.

JOEY C. PAPA AND

ANA CELIA A. VER-PAPA
convenors,

Bangon Kalikasan Movement,
banaonkalikasan@vahoo com
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PhilMech to build more
coco processing facilities

By DANESSA RIVERA

- The Pl-nill\i/})pme Center for Postharvest Develop-
ment and Mechanization (PhilMech) is continuing
to'establish coconut processing facilities in various
parts of the Philippines in a bid to boost the country’s
coconut industry. :

PhilMech said the Bongabong Coconut Farmers
Multipurpose Colcﬁperative OFAMCO) would
receive a P27-million coconut processing facility

under the Coconut Farmers Industry Development. .

Program — Shared Processing Facility (CFIDP-SPE).

e program is ed to benefit almost 1,500
coconut farmer-m of the coop and other co-
conut farmers within their vicinity.

The project, which will rise in Brgy. Sagana, -

Bongabong, Oriental Mindoro, will process white
copra and cooking oil, making it the first of its kind
in the province. - . _

PhilMech will also put up a P31-million coconut

rocessing facility for white cclrjpra and cooking oil in
rgy. Salingcomot, Bag;nlfa, avao Oriental.

The project, which will be the second to rise in
Region XI, but the first in the province of Davao
Oriental, is expected to directly benefit almost 580
coconut farmers. ! :

The Agroforestry Farmers Producers Cooperative
(AFPC), as the recipient of the facility, will operate
and manage the facility.

Baganga Mayor Ronald Lara said they are the
first area in the province to establish such a facility.
- PhilMech will also introduce the CFIDP-SPF to the
coconut industry in the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), allowing
the region to produce more quality coconut products.

As the fifth top coconut-producing region,
has a total fund allocation of almost P41 million under
the CFIDP for establishing various SPF.

. The CFIDP-SPF g‘r_’ggtam will officially com-

mence in the region this month upon the signing of
tHe Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between

PhilMech and the region’s Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries, and Agrarian Reform, PhilMech’s Interim
head of the Coconut Trust Fund-Field Management
and Operation Division, Andres Tuates, Jr. said.

~ A stakeholders’ consultation meeting and work-

-shop will be held after the MOA signing to formally

launch the SPF program. - ¥

These events aim to identify qualified project pro-
ponents and determine the types of facilities they will .
propose, based on the situation of the Bangsamoro
coconut sector, findings from coconut value chain
analysis, and market demand for different coconut .
products. '

Coconut farmers’ cooperatives from Maguindan-
ao and Lanao del Norte, with the potential to manaEe
and operate a coconut processing enterprise, will be
invited to participate in the said activity, tentatively
scheduled for Sept. 21 to 22. oAby

'Member of Parliament (MP) Jaafar “Jambo” Mata-
]am first convened the regional imdplemenﬁng agencies
of the Coconut Farmers and Industry Development
Plan (CFIDP) in January, alongside their counterparts
from Bangsamoro offices, to discuss the challenges
faced by coconut farmers and how the various compo-.
nents of the plan could drive economic development

in the coconut industry of the region.

Earlier, PhilMech said it has shortlisted 27 coconut
FCAs as recipients of SPFs that will be funded by the
Coconut Farmers and Industry Trust Fund (CFITF)
as stipulated by Republic Act 11524 or the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Trust Fund Act.

In July, PhilMech director Di-
onisio Alvindia said the agency
has also started the process of
enabling farmers cooperatives
and associations (FCAs)to man-
age, operate and maintain the
SPFs with trainings conducted
since early this year, while more
coconut gCAs will be added to
the shortlist. ‘
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¥ 'V debate. At best, as the President
himself explained, this is temporary.

‘Meaning, the intention is to solve the -

shorterm pressurebeng et by consum

ersin ‘of our staple food.

We must address the deeper causes the reported averages. Farmers are still
Wiy we are perennially hroatenee by poor even i you quadrupl their income. |
lequate rice supply and its increasing - Second factoris the lack of dependable
ces. The larger concemn is food security  irrigation. For everyone's appreciation,
itself, which is vital in any country’sstability. the equation is simple. No water, no
We must have the mastery on how to * ‘production. Irrigation systems provide

contain the looming crisis th

‘affect the perception on the government’s administration of PBBM is fully aware |
ability to deliver the most gut concern of on empo ing additional lands by pro-

the masses. Food on the table is the most viding them stable source of water. This
basic yet potentially the most sensitive gut * is the mdrft‘:!:jﬁ"qrder given to Engineer

' issue, especially to the more than 20 million
Filipinos who live in extreme poverty.
-~ The fundamental challenge in resolving
the issue on rice, plus-other agricultural
products, is the
geously adapting long-term solutions or
desperately embracing short-term solutions.
Tused courage in relation to long-term solu-
tions because the needed solutions here en-
tail sacrifices such as possible higher prices
today in exchange for a more stable supply
in the future. This can also demand allotting
bigger portions of our national budget to
finance engineering solutions in building a
robust agricultural infrastructure to irrigate
our available lands, conneet the farms to
the market and encourage the expansion of
strategic agro-industrial complexes that can
gear towards competing in the international
market:

Truth is, it is extremely urgent to save

our farmers. For many decades, being a
farmer is indeed synonymous to being poor,
orextremely poor. AsIexplained inimy pre-
vious columns, farmers are deprived of the
access to good nutrition, uality education,
decent housing and even the most essential
human dignity because of the material de-
privations caused by low earnings. A farmer
in the Philippines can only make a monthly
average income of P’8,000 to P14,000 or a
maximum of P161,189 annually.

The dilemma in the fields is caused by
several factors. First is the uncompetitive
sizes of our small farms. 78 percent of our
farmers own less than three hectares of
farmlands only. This'minute size will not
provide the opportunity of achieving scale
and therefore, not,grant the capability to
achieve bigger earnings from larger pro-
ductions. And 70 percent of our farmers
dor’t own lands (USAID, 2021).

According to the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA), in 2021, the average

el Pin ndhnkadlemar ana hanfara

pﬂ?‘lﬁ' ] LR & et AR
cy is the wrong  P68,519 per year or P21,430 n
only. As they say, we don’t need.a PhD to -

~ double. Just the same, make

canadversely  the backbone ¢

~ he can formulate th

\oice between coura-

ar or P21,430 net -igpgme

“ understand this obvious objective limita

' PSA can be inaccurate.

Eduardo Guiller

(NIA). 1 am convinced and confident that
he blueprint on how to

navigate the huge task given to him by
‘PBBM. He has the competence to pursue
the much-needed engineering infrastruc-
ture that will convert at least a million
additional hectares of unproductive lands
for our growing agricultural demand.

Third, but not the last among several
factors, is the constant onslaught of natural
calamities. Qur country has to brace for at
least 20 tropical cyclones every year. Nature
is beyond our control. But we can mitigate
the impact of strong typhoons that cause
destructive floods and landslides. Again,

engineering interventions must be dﬁyed

such as building effective water catchment
basins in strategic areas and conducting
effective dredging of major river systems,
though these are considered expensive,
especially if not done properly. Building of
dams to Lmuss the power and volume of
waters from the mountains to the farmlands
is a crucial component of our overall pack-
age of solutions.

Proceed with the permanent engi-
neering and policy solutions. We are an
agricultural country. Supposed to be, rice
production is our strength, along with
other high-value crops. Our natural re-
sources are abundantly present. We have
to fully support the needed steps that will
take years before we benefit from them.

Qur farmers lack the moral boost to
pursue their traditional trade. This is not
due to their inability to work well. But this
is because of the reality that their sacrifices
are hardly reciprocated by the society they
dearly serve. ¢

Time for us to move as a nation to cou-
rageously end the unnatural agricultural
menace.

k4

tion. Do the math. Others may argue that
' e income can be
Leyaptipls.

- farm productivity. The:

llen, the administrator of .
the National Irrigation Administration
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n college, I took up six units
IofE'con_omics plus three
A units of Economics as an
~ elective. In the MBA school, I
took up six units of Economics
‘and Managerial Economics.
- Imbibing so many units of
. Economics does notmakemean
_ economist nor an expert on the -
_economy. But it qualified meto. :
‘teach Economic Journalism at Asia’s oldest university
for three and a half years, with the rank and pay of
ARt (W0 %
~_ Iclaim some degree of expertise in an activity ev-
ery Filipino who can count from one to ten indulges
~ himself in — consumption. With a population of 115
million, the Philippines is the 12th largest consumer
market on earth, Philippine GDPis worth $1.29 tril-
‘lion in what the dollar can buy in local goods, the
29thlargestintheworld. .~
_ When I was a boy of sut:; seven, two or three
times a week, my mother would send me on an er-
rand to the talipapa three blocks away from our house
in Manila. With five pesos, I was to buy a kilo of fish
(usually galunggong, today a luxury at P200 a kilo),
plus a cut or a few pieces here and there of pork,
tomatoes, garlic, kangkong, okra, aubergine (talong)
and kalabasa (I can cook pinakbet).

The fish and the vegetables had better be fresh
or I would be asked to go back to the market and
demand from the vendors a refund or a replacement
for the rotten goods I bought. With the five pesos, I
was to buy a ganta or two of rice as well. A ganta is a
less than a kilo of rice. Today, a ganta of quality rice is
P60. Today, if you do serious public marketing, P5,000
may not be enough.

Also, once a week as‘a boy, at four in the morning,
I would accompany my mother to do marketing at
Divisoria. I was her porter. My reward for the two-
hour effort was a cut of delicious rice cake and a piece
of overripe mango. fif

When I started my professional journalism in 1970,
agriculture was one of my major beats. Why? Report-
ersdid not find the agriculture beat sexy. Nor did they
understand agriculture. In my case, I bought many
books on Philippine agriculture, talked to farmers to
understand farming and rice production, visited the
IRRI and UP Los Bafios; a number of times. I have
interviewed more banana plantation, sugar planta-
tion and coconut plantation owners (or farmers) than
an average Filipino reporter. : :

Around the Quezon City Memorial Circle were a
number of national government offices having to do
with agriculture — the Department of Agriculture, the
Department of Agrarian Reform, Philippine Sugar
Institute and, of course, UP. In those days, daily
newspapers had limited space for police and national

7

" Rice economics

news. stories (three pages). But they had plenty of
space for business and agriculture stories (12 pages)
daily. I worked on per column-inch basis, not on a

‘monthly salary. I made ten to 20 times more than a

salaried reporter’s pay, monthly. ‘

I relate this experience as a background to why I
favor President Marcos Jr.’s imposing of price ceil-
ings on rice — P41 for regular milled rice and P45 for
well-milled rice.

Milled is having the husk, bran and germ of palay
removed. If you ask me, regular milled rice is a better
buy than well-milled rice because the former is more

nutritious, although the latter looks better. Convert-

ing palay to rice is very inefficient in the Philippines.
Losses range from 20 percent to 40 percent of the
harvest, enough to cover an annual rice shortage of
three million metric tons and enough to feed 14 mil-

- lion hungry Filipinos.

The Philippines is an amazing place. It has the

~ world’s best college of agriculture, UP Los Banos. It

has the world’s best rice research center, the Interna- -
tional Rice Research Institute (IRRI) which is run by
foreigners (non-Filipinos) but manned by Filipino
scientists. The Philippine government has its own
Philippine Rice Research Institute (PRRI).

' en IRRI was founded in Los Bafios in 1960, the
Philippines was a rich country, richer probably than
Japan, which was devastated by two atomic bombs,
one of which was unnecessary. Rice shortages were

" not a problem. Also, world hunger was not a prob-

lem. Today, 12 percent of Filipinos, or three million
families, are hungry. Another 800 million are hungry,
globally. What happened, IRRI?

In signing the price ceilings order, President BBM
was not thinking primarily of lowering rice prices.
The objective, I think, was observe the dynamics
of the market place, how hoarders and speculators
would behave and riot necessarily arrest them.
Arrest is hard to execute. The speculators and
hoarders have government officials and politicians
as partners. ,

Cynics and critics have criticized BBM for his order.
Tt defies the law of supply and demand. In the first
place, the law of supply and demand works only in
conditions of ceferis paribus, the economist’s term for
all things being equal. In the Philippines; there is no
such thing as equality: Outside of Africa, Phl has the
world’s worst income inequality.

By the way, that story about then President Ramon
Magsaysay (Dec. 30, 1953-March 17, 1957) ordering

the repeal of the law of supply and demand is true.

The late Carlos P. Romulo, who was a good friend
and who I interviewed a number of times for maga-
zine cover stories, related the story to me. Then Am-
bassador Romulo was RM’s foreign affairs adviser.
The one who advised RM against repealing the law
was Commeérce Secretary Cornelio Balmaceda, a
Harvard MBA. ..

So is BBM, who was educated at Oxford and Whar-
ton, trying to repeal the law of supply and demand?
No. Heis, I think, trying to repeal our mindset; about
high rice prices. A o)

Email: biznewsasia@gmail.com
*
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Corn output seen hitting 7.67 MMT

DOMESTIC yellow corn output is
projected to increase to 7.67 million
metric tons (MMT) next year, said the
Department of Agriculture (DA).

The Philippine Council for Agriculture
and Fisheries (PCAF) said through a
statement on Friday that the DA's Na-
tional Corn Program (DA-NCP) presented
the status of its roadmap to the National
Sectoral Committee, and agencies and
bureaus under the DA.

- DA-NCP technical staff Riciena Louise
Bulingot said that the forecast for 2024
was higher in comparison to the 6.95
MMT projection for 2023. =

The DA said the demand for yellow
corn grains is expected to increase in
the next 10 years due to the increasing
demand for animal feeds globally, and

by 2040, it is predicted that productron
will reach 8.93 MMT.

“Production can significantly improve
2.5 times by 2040 assuming an adoption
of a new technology similar to the
conditions experienced during the 1980s
up to 1990s,"it said. -

“A highly optimistic scenario of
3.8 times production growth can be
achieved if the country will again
experience the similar benefits brought
by biotechnology adoption during the
2000s," the DA added.

Meanwhile, DA-NCP Director U-
Nichols Manalo mentioned that P4.20
billion was earmarked for public invest-
ment in yellow corn this year.

PCAF said that the investment was di-
vided into five key areas, which include

the efficient and stable supply chain of
industry inputs such as seeds and fertil-
izer; com produced through efficient
production systems. efficient post-
harvest systems; |mproved corn-based
value chains; and efficient marketing
infrastructure and information system.

DA Undersecretary for Policy,
Planning, and Regulations Mercedita
Sombilla emphasized the important role
of the private sector in reviewing and
implementing the roadmaps.

“The roadmap is created by the
government and the private sector,
that's why it must also be reviewed by
both. We need your help and inputs in
reviewing these roadmaps to ensure
their success,”said Sombilla.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Govt to review price caps
on rice in 2 weeks: DTI

Micro retailers affected by the imposition of rice price ceilings from Navotas City receive the P15,000 Sustajnable Livelihood

Program cash assistance from the DSW

THE Department of Trade and
Industry (DTT) yesterday said gov-
ernment will review in two weeks
whether or not the price ceilings on
rice should be lifted following the
assurance of the availability of 2
million metric tons (MMT) of rice
supply this month.

‘DTI Secretary Alfredo Pas-
cual and the rest of the economic
team also yesterday expressed full
support to the price caps imposed

through Executive Order (EO) 39.

The assurance comes days
after Finance Secretary Benjamin
Diokno was quoted as saying the
team, which he chairs, was not
consulted on the move.

Speaking to reporters yester-
day, Pascual assured there is enough
supply of the regular milled and
well-milled rice whose prices have
been capped at P41 per kilogram
(kg) and P45 per kg, respectively,
until the end of October with

total harvest of 5 MMT expected
to come.

He said the Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) has assured there is
enough supply of the grain till the
end of the year.

Pascual also said according to
estimates, if palay is boughtat P32
per kg, there is enough margin to
continue selling at P41 and P45
per kg, after milling and logistics,
even after the caps are lifted.

“Based on our monitoring, a
big percentage (of retailers) follow
price caps... about 95 percent,”
said Pascual, adding some retailers
which did not comply have been
issued warnings.

Pascual said the price caps are
nota stand alonerelief and that the
government is undertaking par-
allel steps to address hoarding,
smuggling and cartelization in
cooperation with the Philippine
Competition Commission, the De-
partment of Justice, the National
Bureau of Investigation ar\ld the

D on September 11 at the City Sports Complex. (PNA Photo)

Bureau of Customs.

“These parallel anticompetitive
actions are all meant to make sure
supply is taken care of,” Pascual
said.

Diokno in' a statement said
EO No. 39 was issued by the
President as the chief executive
and the concurrent DA secre-
tary and “ serves as a lifeline,
extending much-needed relief to
Filipinos grappling with the high
rice prices.”

Diokno said the economic team
views EO 39 as an essential stop-
gap measure, and underscored the
importance of supplementing it
with additional measures to achieve
long-term rice price stability in the
countty,

“We agree with the President
that implementing a price cap on
tice is the most prudent course of
action at the moment to achie V¢
two critical objectives: stabiliz118

See GOVT > Rage A2
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rice prices and extending immedi-
ate suppott to our fellow country-
men,” he added.

Last Friday, Diokno admitted
the issuance of the order came
as a surprise to him, as well as
to National Economic and De-
velopment Authority (NEDA)
secretary Arsenio Balisacan, as
the announcement was made
while the economic team was
overseas discussing Philippine
investment opportunities to the
Japanese government and poten-
tial investors.

Diokno, however, noted EO
No. 39 can be proven effective
in the near-term, but should not
persist for an extended period.

Conditions
on price caps
Secretary Amenah Panganda-
man in a statement said the impo-
sition of price caps will effectively
serve as an “active stop gap~ to
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address the market’s current cir-
cumstances.

“Condidons truly warrant a spe-
cial mitgating measure,” Panganda-
man said as she enumerated certain
conditions that entail some form
of regulated price caps: emergency
situation during natural disasters
or other emergencies; temporary
measures to address market disrup-
tons and; targeting certain sectors
to correct market failures

R&D crucial

President Marcos Jr. yesterday
highlighted the importance of
research and development, includ-
ing the use of new technologies, in
increasing and stabilizing the rice
supply amid climate change.

The President was in Batac in
Tlocos Norte to witness the launch
of the 2023 Mariano Marcos State
University (MMSU)-Philippine
Rice Research Institute (PhilRice)
rice paddy art which pays tribute

to the exemplary individuals who
have made significant contribu-
tions to agricultural development
and nation-building while show-
casing innovative rice production
technologies and promoting agri-
tourism in Ilocos Norte.

During the event, he empha-
sized the role of the government
in bringing these new technologies
from the lab whete they are studied
and developed to the field and the
farmers who would use them.

He said the DA in coordination
with different instdtutions such as
the MMSU-PhilRice gets the newest
and most useful technology, which
he said “has become so important
because of climate change,” and
further developsitand tests it before
eventually releasing it to the public,
particularly the farmers, to use it to
increase the production and eventu-
ally stabilize the supply and prices.
- With Angela Celis and Jocelyn
Montemayor



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: €EPT. 12 20u> Page: A3
NG LIBRARY

/

}ﬂ:i‘ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Export of mangoes to Australia resumes

AFTER 10 years, Australians will
soon be tasting the Guinness
Book of World Records “sweet-
est mango in the world” as the
first batch of shipment arrived in
Sydney and Perth on September 7.
The initial shipment of the most
" popular mango variety, Carabao,
were harvested from the local
farms in Malalag, Digos, Bansalan
and Magsaysay municipalities in
Davao del Sur.

The Phlhppmcs announced in
June that it will start to send an
initial shipment of fresh carabao
mangoes to Australia, the first
after almost 10 years since a trial
shipment was made in 2013.

From the 94,000 metric tons
(MT) outputin the same quarter
of 2022, the Philippine mango
production during the first quar-
ter of 2023 projected an increase
of 2 percent at 96,000 as pub-
lished by the Philippine Statistics
Authority. '

Meanwhile,
Philippine Department of Agri-
culture’s High Value Crops Devel-
‘opment Program showed that the
country’s export of fresh mango
increased from 8,804 MT in 2018
to 11,498 MT in 2022, with Hong
Kong being the top market, next
is Korea and Japan respectively.

“The Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) maximizes the

data from the

country’s untapped export poten-
tial through the launch of the Phil-
ippine Export Development Plan
(PEDP) and in conjunction with
the Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement’s
(RCEP) entry in to force last June.
The PEDP aims to address chal-
lenges that the Philippines face in
different sectors of the economy

particularly the exports sector by

capitalizing on the countrys ex-
port growth opportunities,” said
DTI Secretary Alfredo Pascual in
a statement.

Arrangements are e made pos-
sible by FastboxPH, a Sydney-

‘based e-Commerce and logistics

company and 3SIXTY5 Freight
and Customs Pty Ltd with the
support of the Philippine Trade
and Investment Center in Sydney
and the Bureau of Plant Industry-
National Plant Quarantine Serv-
ices Division of the Department
of Agriculture.

The Australia Philippines Busi-
ness Council (APBC), the premier
business organization dedicated to
promoting trade and investment
between Australia and the Philip-
pines, welcomed this positive trade
development between the two
countries.

APBC further affirmed that
mango export not only boosts
agri-trade between Western Aus-

The ﬂrst batch of Carabao mangoes arrived in Sydney and Perth on Sept. 7,2023.
(Photo by P!TC Sydney)

tralia and Mindanao but also
contributes to the sustainability
of the Manila-Perth-Manila flight

recently launched by Piuhppme-

Airlines (PAL).

PAL is the only carrier that
can offer seamless transfer from
Davao or General Santos City to
Manila and immediately connect to
Perth under one warehouse.
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El Nifio 1mpact could result in.

RAW! SUGAR productlon
could declme by 10-15% de-

pending on the severity of the

ongoing El Nifio, though the
official production estimate
of 1.85 million metric tons
(MT) remains above year-ear-
lier levels.:

The estimates were contamed
in the Sugar Regulatory Admin-
'istration’s (SRA) Sugar Order No. | and toAug.31,2024. .~ 3,000-hectare increase in land

1, covering the 2023-2024 crop

The SRA said the EI"Nmo has
been determined by the govern-
ment weather service to be active

usinessWorld
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throughout most of the crop year last week that sugar productwn
which runs between Sept 1 2023  could benefit from an estimated
Official weather projections  planted to sugar cane. ‘
put the peak of the El Nifo at late Sugar production dropped to
2023 and early 2024. about 1.8 million MT, in the re-
SRA Administrator Pablo cently concluded erop year, from
Luis S. Azcona told reporters 2.1 million MT ayearearlier.

1 0 "15% sﬁgérou’tp |

#

v
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ﬁ 3 T
The sugar regulator said that
100% of domestic market sugar

production will be allocated to  ti

millers.

“SRA may from time to time

adjust the percentage allocation/
distribution to other classes of
sugar in accordance to its power

D

ec]me _SRA

and function and to establish do-
mestlc export and reserve alloca-

ﬁs?l.tsﬁld " ""1‘- <, ]

It added that total domestic
withdrawals from inventory for
the crop year are estimated at
2.2 million MT. — Adrian H.
Halili
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The Rice Tariffication Law and its role in the current rice crisis

By RAUL MONTEMAYOR

N 2018, the country underwent a rice crisis. By October, retail

prices of well-milled rice (WMR) reached almost P50 per kilo,

up 14 percent over prices in the previous year. Prices for regular-
milled rice (RMR) rose by 16 percent. This coincided with the deple-
tion of National Food Authority stocks, delays in import arrivals, and
adip in local production. It was only when then President Rodrigo
Duterte ordered NFA to immediately import and allow private trad-
ers to bring in rice did rice prices stabilize.

T e LT TR L AR R T S R T Sl T T T L N R

Thecurrentsituationiseerily simi-
lar. NFA stocks are down to just one
day’s national consumption. Enter-
ing the 3-month lean period in July
2023, overallinventories (heldbyfarm
households, private traders and NFA)
sufficed for only about 60 days. Rice
from abroad was supposed tocover the
30-day gap, but the war in Ukraine,
climatic disturbances and the Indian
export ban rendered rice importation
expensive and risky. As stocks began
thinning out in August and Septem-
ber, prices ascended to levels beyond
those in 2018.

The 2018 rice crisis triggered the
rapid passage of the Rice Tariffica-
tion Law in February 2019. Blaming
government import controls, RTLs
proponents argued that the private
sector could manage the rice market
more efficiently. As aresult, NFA's im-
portation, regulatoryand pricestabili-
zation functions were abolished. The
agencywasrelegated tobufferstocking
for calamities. The private sector was
given free and unlimited reinoverrice
importations.

Imports immediately surged to
3.17 million tons in 2019, from previ-
ous annual levels of 2 million tons or
less. In 2022, they registered an all-
time high of 3.85 million tons. These
voluminousinflows, especiallyduring
local harvests, led to severe drops in
palay prices. Between 2019 and 2021,
farmers” incomes declined by P4,500
per hectare per season, compared to
normal pre-RTL figures.

Low farmgate prices disincentiv-
ized farmers; more so, when fertilizer
and fuel costs rose starting in 2021.

While improving slightly, total rice
output did not keep pace with growth
in population and demand. Qur self-
sufficiency ratio, or the percentage
of total food and other requirements
produced by our farmers, decreased
from 90 percent prior to RTL to 79
percent in 2021. We became increas-
ingly dependent on foreign suppliers.
Riceimports accounted for an average '
of 19 percent of our total annual sup-
ply during the RTL period, compared
to only 14 percent before that.

Meanwhile, RTL's promised ben-
efits to consumers in terms of lower
rice prices did not materialize. Stud-
ies by the Federation of Free Farmers
showthat net savings to consumersin
the first three years of RTL amounted
to a measly P52 per person per year.
Importers and traders pocketed the
gains from cheaper imports, even as
many undervalued their shipments to
reduce their tariff obligations. Many
now call the RTL the “Rice Traders
Liberalization Law.”

The country’s growing reliance on
imports, coupled with our farmers’
diminished capacity to satisfy our
rice requirements, are the proximate
causes of the current crisis (extremely
tight suppliesand prohibitive prices of
rice). Whilethe proponentsof RTLmay
nothaveintended thistohappen, they
bearresponsibility forhastily pushing
for its enactment and for peddling
their faulty theories and bloated pro-
jections about the virtues of full-scale
liberalization and deregulation of our
rice markets.

According to the Department of
Agriculture (DA), as of August 1 this

year, the country’s rice stocks had
fallen to 39 dayslevel of consumption.
This meant that rice good for an addi-
tional 21 daysof consumption—about
750,000 metric tons—needed to be
sourced either from imports or early
palay harvests (before the main har-
vests could start replenishing inven-
tories from late September onwards).

Unfortunately, imports did not
come in as expected. As internation-
al prices increased, foreign suppliers
started reneging on contracts. Local
importers themselves scaled down
their imports; a few reportedly can-
celled their orders. The raiding and
padlockingof warehouses of supposed
hoarders, and the subsequent impo-
sition of price ceilings on major rice
grades, aggravated the problem and
caused importers to adopt await-and-
see stance.

Throughout all this, government
was left almost powerless to control
events. It could have stepped in early
to augment supplies once it detected
traders' reluctance toimport. However,
RTL specifically prohibited NFA from
importing. RTL's implementing rules
do allow the Philippine International
Trade Corporation to undertake im-
portation “only in the event of (a) rice
supply shortage” However, the DA
repeatedly claimed that there was no
rice shortage.

RTL also severely curtailed gov-
ernment’s ability to monitor the rice
industry. It removed NFA’'s powers to
license market players, inspect ware-
houses, and track stock movements.

This led to essentially fishing ex-
peditions by law enforcers and some
legislators toapprehendalleged hoard-
ers, and the recent imposition of price
ceilings toferretoutunidentified profi-
teers! The price caps eventually led re-
tailers to lose money, government to
spend moneytocompensatetheretail-
ers, and farmers to suffer from drops
in palay prices, with no hoarder or
profiteerer being apprehended so far.

The same economic agencies and
interests that advocated RTL's pas-
sage are now recommending tariff
cuts on rice imports from 35 percent
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to10percent, ostensiblytobringdown
rice prices and control inflation. True
to form, they again look abroad to
salvage the situation—which their
pro-importation policy bias created
in the first place.

A tariff reduction will only further
discourage our farmers from redou-
bling their productive efforts. It will
make our food security even more de-
pendent on external players and fac-
tors. Nor is there any guarantee that
importersand traders will pass onany
tariff savings to consumers.

Before humoring these economic
theorists and interests again, let us
hold them to account for the harm
thattheirwrongprescriptionshavein-
flicted onmillionsof oursmallfarmers
and poor consumers. Let us not allow
them torepeat the same mistakes and
force others to pay for them.

If El Nifo persists until next year,
and international prices remain high,
we could end up in an even worse
predicament, come the lean months
of 2024.

There is still some time to prepare
for this contingency. We should pro-
videourfarmerswith therightpricein-
centive in the coming harvest season,
so that they will scale up production
during the next production cycle. We
should putin place the necessary post-
harvest facilities to reduce losses and
enhance the quality and market value
of their produce. We can give farmers
the option to store their harvests in
idle NFA warehouses, borrow money
against their deposits, and then sell
them in the open market when com-
moditypricesimprove. And we canset
up systems that will enable farmers
and their organizations to sell their
productsdirectly toconsumers—with
government, togetherwith theprivate -
sector, providing logistical support.

Most important, we should renew
trustand confidence in our own farm-
ers, and exorcise the myth that open
marketsare thebestguarantee for our
food security.

RaulMontemayoris the National Manager of the
Federation of Free Farmers.
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HEAPER uplandandlowland
vegetables from Luzon are

nowavailable online through.

a “trailblazing” joint project of the
United States government, the De-
partment of Trade and Industry,
and farmers and entrepreneurs
from Nueva Vizcaya.
Tomatoes, which have skyrock-
‘eted to P150-220 per kilo this
week, are available at P130 only
through the e-commerce platform
entitled NVAT Fresh Online Plat-
form (NVATFresh.com).
Red. onion’ is P145 per kilo,
cheaper compared to a number of

Busmessl\fhrror
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Metro Manila markets which sell
itat P150-190 per kilo.

Imported garlicisalso offered at
P110perkilo, P10-50 cheaper than
those offered in markets in NCR.

Other vegetables in the plat-
form include broccoli, cauliflower,
carrots, squash, sayote, ampalaya,
wombok, cabbage and seedless na-
tive orange.

NVAT stands for Nueva Viz-
caya Agricultural Terminal,
which is based in Bayombong.
It is one of the best-performing

- food terminals in the country,

with extensive wholesale mar-
kets directly sourced from Ben-
gue't, Ifugao and Pangasinan. It
delivers 60 percent of its fresh

A hroader look at todays busies
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Find Luzon veggies on NVAT online platform

fruits and vegetables to Metro
Manila and Central Luzon.

The US Agency for International
Development (USAID) provided
technical assistance and training
forthe NVAT tolaunch thiswebsite.

The e-commerce website aims
to strengthen the Philippines’ ag-
ricultural supply chain.

According to the US Embassy in
Manila, this is the first of its kind
e-commerce platformthatexpands
the market reach of Luzon-based
farmer-traders.

7 “The NVAT Fresh Online Plat-
form (NVATFresh.com), directly

managed and operated by the
Luzon-based agricultural hub, is a
business-to-business (B2B) online

" platform where farmers can list
their produce for large enterprises
such as supermarkets, food pro-
cessing companies, and restaurant
chains,” the Embassy said.

Aside from Nueva Vizcaya,
produce coming from Benguet,
Ifugao and Pangasinan are also
being traded in the e-commerce
website.

" “Through the platform, farm-
ers can leverage competitive pric-
ing, secure a consistent income,
reduce food wastage, and ensure
the delivery of fresh, affordable
produce straight to businesses and
consumers,” the US Embassy said
in its statement.

SEE “VEGGIES,” A2

NVAT F;'esﬂ Onlineis pro;ected"
to sell 5,000 tons of prod cayacs
Aﬂ' -s

percent of
8 ;-‘nv LI
After five ygaars, ey
that sales would sur
tons, generatmg P5l :
- (USD8.8 milli : |
-~ USAID P}gihpp:qnes Dﬁpuéy
M;ssmn Dxretel:om Rebekah Eu-
‘banks stressed the crucialrolethat |
_ farmersplayinachieving inclusive
and res111en“t economic growth.
" “As your partner in prosperity,
the United States remains commit-
. ted to supporting the Philippines . |
inadvancingdigitalizationtobhelp |
improve the lives of farmers and
agrlcultural traders,and moreim-
portantly, enhance the country’s .
| food security,” Eubanks said.
The USAID has a five-year proj-
ect worth P1 billion (US$18 mil-
“lion) to strengthen and expand
the transformation of private en-
terprises for the digital economy.
“Thank you, USAID, for heed-
ing our call. To say that NVATisa
trailblazer is an understatement.
The birth of NVAT Fresh [Onhne] is
a 51gmf1cant accompllshment, DTI
Secretary Alfredo Pascual said in
remarks delivered by DTI Under-
secretary and Chief of Staff Ana |
Carolina Sanchez.
Department of Agriculture
Senior Undersecretary Domingo
_ Panganiban said platforms like
NVAT Eresh Online has an impact
on farmers.
“The most striking feature of
progressinagriculture today is the
_rapid increase in the utilization of
information technology to provide
both farmers and consumers alike
withreliable, data-driven informa-
tion and guldance, Senior Under-
secretary Panganiban said.

counting for é
total volume, -

PA%E
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hold wombok cabbages from farmer-traders. PHOTO COURTESY USAID

FROM left to right: USAID SPEED Chief of Party Vice Catudio, USAID Philippines Deputy Mission Dlrector Rebekah Eubanks, and Nueva \flzcaya Agﬂw!tural Terminal (IWAT) General Manager Gilbert Cumila
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Rabies-free by 2030? Why not?

abies is the most dread-
ed zoonotic disease that
kills its victims with 100
percent efficiency. The
Philippines’ rabies death toll is
250-300 cases a year. Rabies pa-
tients suffer a most horrible death.

The facts justify the intense
fear that grip animal-bite victims
(around a million annually), driv-
ing them to seek post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) offered in over
seven hundred animal-bite treat-
ment centers nationwide. They
endure multiple injections of ra-
bies-immune globulin and rabies
vaccines, and fork out over 3,000
per treatment.

The economic costs of rabies
and animal-bite treatment are
enormous (P33 billion nationwide)
not anly in terms of the treatment
but also in lost work hours, not
to mention the emotional toll of
waiting to see if you'll develop the
dreaded disease.

From the above statistics, it is

. certain that the Philippines, despite
its rabies-control program over the
years, is far from attaining rabies-
free status. That speaks volumes
of the program’s lack of success.
It’s time to rethink how we can do
better.

First and foremost, let us apply
the latest scientific research to our
approach. The requirement of vac-
cinating a dog for rabies yearly is
no longer scientifically valid, since
research shows that certain rabies
vaccines provide protection against
infection up to five or more years.
The reliance on rabies titers as a
measure of protection.is deceiv-
ing, since immune systems develop
memory cells that rapidly ramp up
anti-rabies antibodies after many
years, offering protection from
infection. Yet, our veterinarians
insist on annual shots, which may
also have side effects on dogs.

Second, there are now effective
rabies vaccines that can be given
orally, making it easy to immunize
stray-dog and -cat populations and
wild animals with baits.

Considering the above, achiev-
ing 70 percent vaccination rates
within three years (which is the
WHO target for elimination of ra-
bies) is most doable, especially if
we consider that our geographically
dispersed islands serve as barriers

to migration of both domestic and
wild animals that can carry the
rabies virus.

The best way to eliminate ra-
bies is simply to ensure 70 percent
or more vaccination of domestic
animals, mainly dogs, which are
responsible for the great majority
of rabies cases. Focus on this goal
and in three to five years, we can
achieve a rabies-free Philippines.

We must put together a coalition
of government agencies (Bureau
of Animal Industry or BAI, LGUs),
veterinary associations (Philippine
Veterinary Medical Association
or PVMA and Philippine Animal
Hospital Association or PAHA),
pet businesses (veterinary-drugs
and vaccine companies), pet food
manufacturers and dealers, pet
shops, dog-centered organiza-

The best way to eliminate
rabies is simply to ensure
70 percent or more
vaccination of domestic
animals, mainly dogs,
which are responsible

for the great majority of
rabies cases. Focus on this
goal and in three to five
years, we can achieve a
rabies-free Philippines.

tions (Philippine Canine Club Inc.
or PCCI), and animal-welfare
organizations (Animal Kingdom,
CARA, PAWS), all of which should
hold a Rabies Summit to map out a
detailed plan to achieve the above
goal. If we can vaccinate 90 percent
of all dogs just once and microchip
them to make identification easier,
we will certainly go a long way in
eliminating rabies.

It is time for the BAI to act on
this zoonotic menace and step up
its game in dealing with the rabies
problem. Admittedly, it has it hands
full dealing with African Swine
Fever and Avian Flu, but it can cer-
tainly lend its organizational clout
and legal mandate to change cur-
rent rabies-vaccine requirements

12 LIBRARY

to a three-
year validity
and add oral
rabies vac-
cines to its
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units have RAYMUNDW.LO, MD, FPSP
been tasked

with implementing the rabies-
control program at ground level.
The problem is, they don’t fund it
enough and there are not enough
trained and equipped staff, espe-
cially veterinarians, in all localities,
thus providing an excuse not to
pursue the program’s goals.

Veterinary associations should
lead in applying current research to
implement a national rabies-vacci-
nation program without thought of
losing income for its practitioners
who vaccinate the same dog popu-
lations. Recommendations for oral
rabies vaccines will broaden vac-
cination coverage among stray ani-
mals and enable non-veterinarians
to administer these vaccines at the
community level.

Pet businesses importing, man-
ufacturing, and distributing dog
foods, supplies, and grooming
products such as dog shampoos
and the like make big profits, which
they should give back in the form
of corporate social responsibility by
funding the campaigns.

The Philippine Canine Club Inc.,
being the foremost organization
promoting dog health and welfare,
should also be in the forefront of
ensuring that dogs don't die of ra-
bies. Its members also get to benefit
from a rabies-free Philippines so
their dogs can be freely exported
and participate in dog shows inter-
nationally sans the need for rabies
titers that many countries require
us to obtain as a rabies-endemic
country.

If they really care about animals,
animal-welfare organizations
should concentrate on control-
ling rabies instead of just rescuing
individual dogs willy-nilly to get
publicity and funding.

Let us put aside our differ-
ences and concentrate on this very
important matter that concerns
both human and animal health. No
person or animal should suffer and
die from rabies if we pull together.
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Rice price cap may be lifted
in two weeks — Pascual

With the rice harvest season ap-
proaching, the government maybe able
tolift therice price cap mandated under
Executive Order No. 39 by the end of
this month ~ roughly in two weeks — as
there will be enough rice supply for the
rest of the year.

"Within September, we're looking
at two million metric tons of harvest
and some entry of imported rice, so
maybe within the twoweeks, we should
be able to see whether we can lift the
price cap already," Trade Secretary Al-
fredo E. Pascual said on Monday, Sept.
11, in an interview by ANC.

Pascual said that the majority or a :

‘high of 95 percent of the rice retailers
are following the price ceiling, based on
their monitoring.

Heisalsoconfident that the govern-
ment will have a sufficient supply of rice

the price caps,” he added.
Despite admitting that the
price cap implementation is just
aband-aid solution by the gov-
ermment, Pascual reasoned that
“it’s the solution that’s called
for given the circumstances,
which this EO 39 was issued.”
He further explained that the
price cap was not implemented
as astandalone measure, but “it
" was alongside efforts to address
the issue of hoarding, profiteer-
ing, smuggling and cartelization
and there were parallel efforts
to take care of these actions
— anti-competitive market ac-
tions by involving number of
government agencies like the

until the end of the year, as the har-
vest season comes and as assured by
the Department of Agriculture (DA).

“As of now, based on what we
hear from the Department of Agri-
culture, we have a sufficient supply
of rice, with the harvest, until the
end of the year.” he said.

Pascual said the government has
been successful in implementing
therice caps for being able “to make
rice available to our mass consum-
ets at P41 per kilo for regular rice
and #45 per kilo for well-milled
rice.”

“There may beafewthatare still
selling beyond the ceiling, but the
important thing based on our own
findings is that in all the localities
that we have moni-
tored, riceis available at PB-Z

Philippine Competition Com-
mission, the Department of
Justice, together with the NBI,
and also Bureau of Customs.”

Meanwhile, Pascual believes
that the country is not experi-
encing an emergency situation
when it comes to the supply of
rice.

“I don’t think the situa-
tion is getting worse... But I'm
confident that with the harvest
season, commencing, we’re
looking at harvesting a million
metric tons of rice between now
and the end of October. I think
wearenotinarice emergency so
to speak,” he said.(Ma. Joselie
C. Garcia)
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o Bumuhos ang nega- mga magsasaka o=
reaksiyon sa pa- ~ “The Diokno pr
ka a ng tanggapan al also does no
n1 Finance Secretary the importation wﬂl
Benjamin Diokno na only be for the anonal"gumgor;gmah']mabang
pansamantalang tang- Food t dahil
galin ang taripa o bu— |
wis sa mga imported the importa
na bigas upang bumaba d ne’ '
umano ang presyo nito ti
a bansa.
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“Magulo because
“Ang p a[ﬁapatupad\ﬂns goes, against. the
ng zero-t importa- ‘administr; nons odl
- tion sa panahon ng of importing rice from
anihan ay disaster.na Vietnam through. gov- bler 152 ay a
sasalanta sa ating mga emment-to-%gvemment taa: o nito at hindi

" lokal na magsasaka. trade. Ano ba talaga?” ang“ nganngsupply.  taripa sa na1s
Alam ito ng Department dagdag pa niya “‘Yun nga po ang nitong magpau.g:ad ng
of Agriculture, baka bu- ni Honuve- ating medyo. ipinagtata-
kas kay Undersecretary ros na hihilingin niya ka dahil ang issue natin
for Rice Sebastian na- saisangrsol 1 ang pgayonay‘yunghmataas
man tayo makarmag - imbestigasyo! s na presyo ng bigas,” ba.nsa
pahayag m,,Se or ngatnawrpo' i ﬁg ayon kay SINAG ex- .(Dindo Matining/
Risa Hontiveros i ‘ecutive director Jayson Eralyn Prado/Eileen

Ayon sa senador ~ Cainglet sa panayam ng Mencias) :
Pmalg'gan din i ¢
import nablgasang briela Party-list Re

“hindi
bansa lalo na’t nalalapit lene

mag harvest season
buk sa malaki ang
0 nito sa

Sa panukala De-
Eamnent of Finance,

super green lane. ara
sa mga lmporte
'bi u ang ma

‘nagsasabi na meron ta-
yong kaku]angan o may
shortage.” ;

Reaksiyon ito ni

Cainglet sa balitang iki-
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BPI sees fruitful future for Phﬂlppme mangoes

By .ldol dela Torre

THE return of fresh'mangoes to the
markets of Australia after 10'long
years, is abigstep towards the devel-

opmentof the Philippines’ mangoin-.

dustry,the Depa:mmtongncultuxe
said. '

Accord.mg to Bureau of Plant In-
directarGerald Glenn Pangani- |

ban,ﬂteexportofnurownlocalman- ;

goesisamilestoneachievementtothe
agricultural sector - thanks to the me-
ticulous planning, rigorous adherence
toiriternational quality standardsand

continuousefforts of‘the local farmers ,

and exporters.
' The Philippines started
ﬁeshuwngo&sagammAm;’;EO mtﬁ
aninitial shipmentof 1,500 kilograms

of Carabao mangoes during a simple
send-off ceremony on 6
2023 at the Philippine Anf:a (PAL)
Cargo Terminal. .
Assistant Dlrevcfor for Raearch,

Development and Production Sup-
Gabertan

portServicesF
sa1d that the Philippines’last exporta-

tion of mango ta ,Austraha was in

2013.

nating export ng mango to Australi
so this a big step towards our mang%

industry development consideringna

Lt
i-promoteang
salabasng ahngmgansa,” she said.

The DA ofﬁc:lal said that this eri-

deavor opens new horizons for the

country’s a, sroduce and
2 gﬁbltlmdso miiema_nonal'

& Austra}m

“Since 2013 pa po kasi ang last .

Bureau of Customs (BOC) and PAL

.the Hi-Las Marketmg Corporation
shlp 'the mangoes to Sydney and -
,.which marked the first fresh
mango export from the Phﬂappmes to
XE;)IO years. . - L

“With this commencement of the.
export to Austraha, alia, wel hope that" we

. /In. partnership with the DA-BPL,

are able to sl'up more of our good—«
EEmducts across the globe:
b ulit tayo sa mercado. e 're
very thankful for the opportunity tala-
ga that we are able to penetrate some
vg reignmarketagain. Hopefully,
this will result to I‘ugher export vol-
ume,” DA said.
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Kadiwa pop-

PERSONS deprived of
liberty (PDL) in New
Bilibid Prison, Muntin-
lupa City as well as the
residents and employees
of the Bureau of Correc-

tions (BuCor) will now '

have directaccessto fresh
and affordable food and
basic commodities with
the setting up of the first
Kadiwa pop-up store in-
side the detention facili-

The Department of
Agriculture (DA), in col-
laboration' with the Bu-
reau of Corrections (Bu-
Cor), launched its first

Kadi
o B prisontast

t. 8. i
“Ang DA ay laging

handang tumugonsamga -

komunidad na nagnanais

DL

Everybody's Newspaper

Date:

| 7 SEP 2023

na magkaroon ng Kadi-
wa t‘Ero]ect Ang DA ay
patuloy dinsa pagpapatu-
pad at pagpapalaganap
ng adhikain upang matu-
food security

ng bansa,” said Ruel
Gesmundo, Assistant Di-
rector for Regulatory Ser-
vices of the Bureau of
Plant industry duzing the
inauguration ceremony.
eanwhile, BuCor Di-
rector General Gregorio

LIBRARY

mannatinngayonay nag-
tataasan anignesyo. Itoy
alinsunod din sa utos ng
ating Pangulo Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. at Justice
Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remulla na tumulong sa
food security ng bansa,”
he said.

The products being

Catapang warmly wel-

comed the opening of the
Kadiwa store, recogniz-
ing its benefits for the en-
tire community.

“Ang Kadiwa ay para
sa mga empleyado, E’DL

" at residente ng Bilibid

para mailapit sa kanila

‘ang mura at de-kalidad

na pagkain na alam na-

Page: :
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up store for PDLs

sold at the Kadiwa
up store in Bilibid include
assorted highland and
lowland  vegetables,
fruits, eggs, assorted
smoked and dried fish,
mushroom products, cof-
fee, noodles, cooking oil,
and herbal oils.

Through its Agribusi-

ness and Marketing As-
sistance Service, the DA
hasbeen actively expand-
ing Kadiwa outlets across
Metro Manila in a bid to
empower the farming
community through the
establishment of a direct
and efficient food supply
chain.  Cory Martinez
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“Temporary price ceiling’

Manny B. Villar

_THE ENTREPRENEUR

of keeping consumer prices stable when he ordered a tempo-
rary cap onrice prices to make sure our main staple remains

affordable to all.

PRESI DENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. underscored the importance

That is a Solomonic solution that
goodleadersresortto—intervenein
the market for the sake of the ma-
jority. While it is not a long-term
solution, the rice price ceiling dem-
onstrates the government's priority
to put inflation under control in the
face of supply constraints.

It is timely in the wake of the
Philippine Statistics Authority's re-
port that the headline inflation rate
kicked higher in August, following
sixmonths of deceleration. Weknow
rice in the basket of goods as mea-
sured bystatisticianshasthe biggest
contribution to inflation in the Phil-
ippines. Riceinflationclimbed to 8.7
percent in August from 4.2 percent
in July, highlighting the urgency to
prevent the price volatility. = =

Per the PSA, headline inflation
climbed to 5.3 percent in August
from 4.7 percent in July. The figure
broughttheaveragein thefirstseven
monthsof2023 to 6.6 percent, above
the government’s target range of 2
percent to 4 percent for theyear. The
target range refers to what the gov-
ernment thinks is appropriate for

a rapidly growing economy like the
Philippines.
The higher August inflation was

led by the faster price increases of

rice, vegetables and fish amid the
supply disruptions caused by recent
typhoons. Non-food inflation also
went up in line with the series of
petroleum price hikes.

What the President recently did
ishe tried toremove the distortions
in the market by ordering the open-
ing of big warehouses and impos-
ing a price cap that will discourage
tradersfromhoardinggrains. While
some economists disagree with
such action, the measure reminds
us that the government has the re-
sponsibility to ensure food security
for everyone.

The National Economic and De-
velopment Authority, the. govern-
ment’s highest economic planning
body, supports the President’s Ex-
ecutive Order No. 39 that imposes
a price ceiling of P41 per kilogram
of regular milled and P45 per kilo
of well-milled rice. Neda assured
the public the government is work-

ing to ensure food security, protect
consumers and provide assistance
to farmers.

Per Neda Secretary Arsenio Bali-
sacan, the price of ricerosein August

“on expected lower rice production

with the anticipated El Nifio dry
spell, as well as the export ban im-
posed by major rice producers, such
as India and Myanmar. The Philip-
pinesisanetriceimporter and relies
onotherAsian countnes to augment
local supply.

We are among the biggest con-
sumers of rice in the world, with
many Filipino families taking three
ricemeals each day despite the avail-
ahbility of other crops. Other staple
foods in rest of the world include
corn, oats, barley, rye, millet, sor-
ghum, soybeans, potato, sweet po-
tato, cassava, yam, other roots and
tubers,bananas, plantains, cabbage,
lettuce and wheat-based products,
such as bread and noodles.

Our heavy reliance on rice makes
us vulnerable to supply issues. Ac-
cording to Neda, alleged hoarding
incidents, artificial shortage and
speculative business decisions of
market players mayhave put further
upward pressure on the domestic
retail prices of rice in August. There
wasalso theimpact of Typhoon Egay
and enhanced monsoon rains that
resulted in rice and vegetable pro-
duction losses.

Given all these factors, the gov-
ernment decided to impose the rice
price ceiling along with other mea-
sures to help consumers, small-scale
retailers and farmers who would be
affectedbythedecision. The Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and Devel-

opment was tasked to roll out the

. Food Stamp Program to assist poor

consumersand the Sustainable Live-
lihood Program to provide cash aid
to small-scale rice retailers affected
by EO 39.

There are also proposals to re-
view the tariff rate on rice, which
is now at 35 percent. This is worth
looking into to lower the cost of the
staple and counterbalance the rise
in global prices. -

Our Congress in 2019 passed the
Rice Tariffication Acttoallowthe pri-
vate sector toimportthe commodity,
but the still-high tariffrate prevents
the Filipino consumers from enjoy-
ing its full benefit.

Riceis our main staple, soits con-

tribution to inflation will remain :
significant in the years to come. Lo- |

cal production is not enough tomeet
national demand, and imports are
needed to augment supply.

The government is always trying
tostrikeabalancebetweenensuring
adequate rice supply and protecting
local farmers. Both are crucial and
complementary to each other. Sta-
ble rice prices will benefit farmers
because they are also consumers,
while improving farm productivity
will lead to higher supply.

A temporary price ceiling onrice,
inmyopinion, worksforthe common

“good. It is the government's way of

prioritizing the interest of consum-
ers and farmers at the same time. It
ensures priceand economicstability,
which is good for the nation.

For comments, send e-mail to mbv_secretar-
iat@vistaland.com.ph or visit www.mannyvillar,
com.ph
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Lower rice prices benefit
poor Filipinos the most

th the average Filipino being a

voracious rice eater, consum-

ing almost one-third kilo of the

staple daily, there’s no doubt
that rice is the most basic of all food items
needed to survive.

So basic indeed that before price control
took effect on Sept. 5, the scarcity of rice
selling below 50 per kilo was causing so
much anxiety among poor consumers. If
those with fixed income were bothered with
the high prices, one can imagine the much
worse impact on the jobless and those with
no regular income. '

The prices of other basic food items such
as eggs and vegetables like tomatoes have also
risen anew, but because very poor Flhpmos
often subsist on rice only (usually rice por-
ridge or lugaw), it is the exorbitant price of the
staple that is extremely troubling to families
frequently hit by the pangs of hunger.

Thus, for the sake of this large segment
of Philippine society immensely burdened
by the galloping prices of the food staple, I
view as a necessity the issuance by President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
of EO 39 imposing
price ceilings on rice
“to combat hoarding,
profiteering, smug-
gling, and carteliza-
tion.”

Many economists
argue that mandating price ceilings on regu-
lar milled rice at P41/kilo and well-milled
rice at B45/kilo is the wrong move, mainly
because the situation could worsen with a
resulting decrease in supply and lower in-
come for farmers.

. But to understand the logic behind EO 39,
one needs to grasp what the National Eco-
nomic and Development Authority (NEDA)
said: “We are facing difficult times, and
concerning the agriculture sector, the El Nifio
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) phenomenon is
a major disruptor. The ENSO has intensified
the Southwest Monsoon and is expected to
result in below-normal rainfall towards the
end of the year in many countries along the
Pacific. These extreme weather events ad-

FINDING
ANSWERS

ATTY. JOEY D LINA
FORMER SENATOR
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versely impact the agriculture sector, particularly rice.

“Moreover, the trade-restricting protectionist
behavior of certain rice-exporting countries, such
as India’s ban on non-basmati rice exports to keep
prices low at home, and the aggressive move of rice-
unportmg countries to secure supply have resulted
in a decrease in the volume of rice being traded and
expected to be traded in the global market. The gov-
ernment’s priority amid this situation is to ensure that
the country has an ample supply of affordable rice.

“Currently, the country has enough rice supply for
the third quarter. With the upcoming harvest season
starting in September and additional import orders
already secured, there will also be enough rice for the
rest of the year.

“That said, we note that the price of rice has been
sharply increasing over the past weeks, which is
inconsistent with the apparent supply and demand
situation. This implies that some are manipulating
the expected impact of ENSO to depict a shortage at
this time.

“The imposition of a price ceiling on rice will ad-
dress this issue in two ways: (1) it will immediately

reduce the price of rice, and (2) it penalizes and con-

sequently discourages hoarding, further decreasing
the price of rice.

“The imposition of a price cemng on rice is not
a standalone initiative. Law enforcement authorities
continue their valiant efforts to crack down on indi-
viduals who hoard, excessively profit from, smuggle,

. or participate in rice cartels.”

NEDA'’s official statement, issued on Sept. 3, con-
cluded this way: “We are confident that the imposition
of a price ceiling is only a temporary measure. We ex-
pect the rice harvest to commence soon and anticipate
that other initiatives will produce the desired result.”

The desired result, of course, is sufficient rice
supply at prices the poor can afford. And other initia-
tives should include making the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF), established by RA 11203
or the Rice Tariffication Law of 2019, really work for
our rice farmers.

The RCEF has allocated 210 billion annually to sup-
port rice farmers over a six-year period. The support
shall be for rice farm machineries and equipment (50
percent), rice seed development, propagation, and
promotion (30 percent), credit assistance (10 percent),
and extension services (10 percent).

' Keeping prices of rice affordable is essential, espe-
cially because high prices compel very poor families to
pour all their meager funds to buy the staple, leaving
nothing to buy other food items that can provide much
needed nutrition.

And when nutrition is compromised, our malnutri-
tion crisis worsens. As it is now, data on malnutrition
and hunger are very troubling: 95 Filipino children
die daily, 27 out of every 1,000 kids do not get past
their fifth birthday, and one of every three chlldren is
irreversibly stunted by age 2.

Thus, lowering prices of rice is life-saving and it
benefits poor Filipinos the most. (Emall. finding.lina@
yahoo.com)
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OTOP ayuda 52 mga exporter, maliliit na negosyante

AYUDA RTBP

LRAY VILLAFUERTE
Para naman sa ating mga maliliit na

negosyame o mamumuhunan at mga ex-

porter itong ating kolum ngayon.
Nito lamang August 25 ay pinirmahan

na ni Pangulong Marcos ang Republic Act’

(RA) 11960, ang batas na magtataguyod
sa One Town, One Product (OTOP) pro-
gram sa buong bansa.

Ayon nga mismo kay Speaker Martin
Romualdez, malaking tulong itong OTOP
law sa mga small entrepreneur. Aniya pa,
ang OTOP Act ay isang perpektong post-
pandemic law na aalalay sa mga tina-
tawag nating micro, small and medium
enterprises. (MSMEs) para makarekober
sila sa tinatawag na economic scarring na
dulot ng pandemya ng COVID-19.

Ang “OTOP Philippines Act” ay tunay
na sumasalamin sa ninanais natin na “Fili-
pino first” policy—ang ugaling kailangang
praktisin nating mga Pinoy para tulungan
ang ating MSMEs, na bumubuo ng 90 por-
siyento ng mga lokal na negosyo natin sa
buing bansa.

Ako po ay isa sa may akda ng naturang
batas sa Kongreso

Ayon sa batas, mahlmlabang ang mga
maliliit na mamumuhunan dahil nilalayon
ng OTOP Law na maitatag ang mas self-re-
liant at independent national economy na

kontrolado nating mga Pilipino sa pama--

magitan ng ilalatag na mga polisiya at pro-
grama na magsusulong at magpapa.lakas
ng mga lokal na negosyo.

‘Uunahin ang pagkuha sa mga Pﬂ.lp[-
no bilang manggawa, gagawing prayori-
dad ang paggamit ng domestic materials,
at mga produktong lokal at magtatatag
ng mga hakbangin para maging higit ng
competitive ang ating mga export sa glo-
bal market.

Sa ilalim ng batas, magiging prayori-

dad ang paggamit ng mga produkto ng

--,lsanglugar,tututukanangmgalokalna

talento at skills.

Aasistehan ang mga MSMEs sa pagde- .
belop ng mga produkto upang lalo
maiangat ang kalidad, ang disenyo g:ﬂg

.. sa packaging at pagbuo ng mas. pina-

- gandang produkto upang mas madaling
maibenta lalo na sa ibang bansa.

Nilalayon din ng OTOP law na tulu-.

ngan ang mga komunidad sa kanayunan:

| sa pagpapalago ng lokal na ekonomiya at _
mapaigting ang pagtutulungan xgg mga lo-

cal government units (LGU), pambansang
ahensiya ng pamahalaan at pribadong
sektor sa pagbuo at pagtataguyod ng mga

lokal na produkto ng Pilipinas upang mzu—

sulong ang export industry nito.

Ang Department of Trade and Indus-
try (DTI) ang magiging pangunahing ta-
gapagpatupad ng OTOP Philippines Pro-

gram. Itatag nito ang OTOP Program Ma- .

nagement Office na siyang direktang ma-
ngangasiwa sa bagong programa.

Itatag din ng DTI ang OTOP Philip-

pines Trustmark, na siyang garantiya na
ang mga produkto sa ilalim ng programa
ay tunay na masasabing “our country’s
best” 3

. Ang OTOP program ng DTI ang magtu-
tulak ng strategic program para maisulong
ang Philippine Export Development Plan
(PEDP) 2023-2028, na siyang inasahan ng
pangulo na magbibigay-daan upang ma-
ging mas competitive ang mga produkto
ng ‘Pinas sa iba’t ibang panig ng mundo.

Ito ang titiyak na magig[hg mas “re-
silient and inclusive” ang ating ekonomi-
ya kaagapay ng mas pinalakas na mga
MSME

Ang bagong OTOP Law ang magiging
sandigan ng PEDP 2023-2028 na may la-
yuning makilala ang P1hpmas bilang ex-
port powerhouse na may de-kalidad na
mga produkto at serbisyo bago o sa oras’
na matapos ang termino ng Pangulong
Marcos sa 2028.

Napapanahon nga po ang naunang ap-
proval ng 19th Congress sa OTOP bill da-
hil sumakto ito sa pag-aprub ng pangulo
sa noo’y DTI-drafted PEDP sa gitna ng hu-

" mangangah

‘na MSMEs -at mga exporter na

‘mihinang export sector na resulta naman

ng nagbabadyang global economic slow-
down.

'!\.may ngang napapanahon ang OTOP
Law dahil kakasali lamang ng Pilipinas sa
‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP), ang pinakamalaking free
trade pact na magbibigay benepisyo sa Fi-
lipino exporters sa pamamagitan ng inaa-
sahang mas mataas na benta ng kanilang
lower-taxed goods sa iba pang RCEP mem-
ber-economies

Tulad po.ng sinabi ni Trade Sec
Fred Pascual, ang PEDP 2023-2028 ay
naglalayong palakasin ang competitive-
ness ng bansa sa merchandise exports da-
hil sa ngayon ay nahuhuli tayo. Ang OTOP
Philippines Act ang magiging solusyon sa
kahinaan natin sa export.

Sa pamamagitan ng mga panukalang
inaasahang magpapaganda sa kalidad ng
mga produkto na kilala sa bawat bayan ay
maisusulong ng gobyerno ang pagsalya ng
mga ito sa ibang bansa.

Kung magagawa nating i-level up ang

" kalidad ng ating mga lokal na produkto sa

tulong ng OTOP law at kung magiging mas
agresibo ang promosyon nito sa pandﬂlgdl
gang merkado ay mas magiging competitive
tayo sa gitna ng mga samutsaring pagsubok
tulad ng mahinang demand sa ibang bansa
bunga ng paghina ng global economy:

Hindi lamang po ang mga kababayan
nating OFW, teacher, PWD, senior citizen
at mga mahihxrap ang nangangailangan
ng ayuda at pagtulong ng pamahalaan.

«din ng ayuda ng mga malili-
it na negosyante dahil kung mapapalakas
natin sila ang pambansang ekonomiya ay
lalakas. At sa paglakas ng ekonomiya ay
mag reresulta sa maraming trabaho na
ulugan naman ng mas mala-
king kita at mas magandang buhay ng na-
kararaming Pilipino.

Sa pagkakaroon ng mas competitive
handang-
handa at kayang-kaya makipagsabayan sa
global market, tiyak na buong bansa ang

~makikinabang sa kalaunan.

Sabi nga ng pangulo, walang maiiwa-

‘nan sa pag-unlad. Sama-sama tayong aa-

senso!
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Wheat, corn ease

SINGAPORE- Chicago wheat lost -

ground on Monday, trading close
to the last session’s 14-week low on
pressure from abundant supplies
from top expotter Russia and a lack
of demand for US cargoes.
~ Corn eased while soybeans
ticked higher, with traders waiting
for updated crop estimates from
the US government on Tuesday.
“There is no immediate issue with
wheat supplics as there is a lot of
wheat being shipped from Russia,”
said one Singapore-based trader.
The most-active wheat contract
on the Chicago Board of Trade
(CB gave up 0.2 percent to
$5.94-3/4 a bushel after falling to

$5.90-1/2 on Friday, the lowest
since May 31.

Soybeans were 0.4 percent,
lughcr at $13.68-3/4 a bushel, .~
while corn lost 0.1 percent to--
$4.83-1/4 a bushel. :

Bumper Russian exports and- -

‘weak overseas demand for US:

wheat supplies continued to weigh -
on prices. -,
The European Union castigated -
Russia on Saturday for pulling out «
of the Black Sea grain deal, but’
Russia demanded that its condi- .-
tions be met and Turkey’s presi=. -
dent said any initiative on the deal .-
that isolated Russia Would likely .

fail. -Reuters b
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Indonesia’s Widodo says rice stock sufficient

JAKARTA- President Joko Wido-

do on Monday said Indonesia
“has sufficient rice stock at home,
seeking to allay concerns about

supplies as prices of the staple hit

multi-year highs due to periods of
drought and low output.

Rice prices rose at the fastest
pace in over a decade in August,
even as the inflation rate remained
relatively low. The average climbed
- as much as 16 percent from the

same month a year earlier to

14,000 rupiah (91 US. cents) per
kilogram, the highest since at least
March 2017, when records began,

central bank data showed.

- Jokowi, as the president is

popularly known, said Indonesia

has 1.6 million metric tons of
government-owned fice stock in

warehouses, with another 400,000

tons of imported supply currently

being shipped. -

“Normally we only have 1.2 :

million tons, now we have 2 mil-
lion tons. So we do not need to
wortry,” Jokowi said after visiting

a warehouse owned by state food
procurement company Bulogin.

Bogor, near the capital Jakarta.
The president launched an
8 trillion rupiah ($520 million)
rice assistance program from
~ the warehouse, under which the
ent will hand out 640,000
tons of rice to 21.35 million low-
income households over three
months.

Aerial view of a rice field in Badung, Bali Island. (Reuters Photo)

Jokowi said the program is
aimed at shielding low-income
households from rising rice
prices. :

Rice is a staple for most of
Indonesia’s 270 million people
and price movement is politically
sensitive, especially ahead of elec-
tions due in February.

The National Food Agency
estimated drought in parts of the

tropical country, worsened by the

_El Nino weather phenomenon,

could shrink rice output by 5 per-

‘cent to 7 percent this year from
- 31.54 million tons last year.

Indonesia has authorized 2.3

" million tons rice imports this year

to blunt the impact of El Nino,
but 453,000 tons has yet to be

contracted, a Bulog official told a
separate coordination meeting on

Page of

food supply on Monday.

Jokowi, who has just returned
from the G20 leaders’ summit in
India, said he has been talking to
countries including Cambodia,
China and Bangladesh to seek
a standby agreement for future
impott needs. i

‘Bulog typically imports from
major sellers Thailand, Vietnam
and India.-Reuters :




