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‘sa ipinairal na lockdown.
5] gﬂ‘ﬁ lang ang COVID-19 ang masasabing dahilan. Sa

atingmgamagsasaka.
*Madalas tuligsain ang pamahalaan dahil sa p
pagdangkﬂtngbl s habang nape ;:7‘. ) 5
rginlxmwt .m ayg Ipal ﬂ_m & ;-
ng bigas, tamang hakbang iyan. Mas dapat sisihin

‘kagutom ng mga Pilipino. .
~ Subalit kung ang mofibo sa pag-angkat ay para kumita
ang ilang importers kasama ang mga kasabwat nila sa
pama ‘ g

ang Pilipinas. Kaya lang daw ma
kat ng bigas ang bansa ay dahil

importasyon ng bigas an
habang panahong umang

3" iy
ang gob-

nas. Kaya lang daw ma-
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jing sanhi ng kakulangan ng ani dahil

panahon ay

yabayaan ang sekfor ng agri-
mpaba ive Agrarian Reform Law

n. At hindi rin masisisi
nta ng lupaing agrikultural. ila ku
‘pagsasaka kaya minarapat na dispatsahin na lang ang
kanilang lupang sakahan at kikita pa sila nang. malaki.

Noong panahon ni President Marcos Sr,, kinalinga nang

husto ang mga sasaka para mapalaki ang ani sa
programang Masagana 99. Nang mawala si Marcos Sr.
Naglaho rin ang programa at doon nagsimulang maghirap
ang mga magsasaka. Sana, ito ang pagtuunan ng pansin
kanyang ama. - i ;

programa
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By BELLA CARIASO

The government is moving to
boost the country’s carabao proguc-
tion to support the feeding program
for preschoolers, according to an
official of the Department of Agri-
culture. i : '

DA Undersecretary Deogracias
Victor Savellano cited the need to
preserve the carabao population.

“We need to preserve the genet-
ics of our carabao population. Even

other countries want to import
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from us,” Savellano told The STAR
yesterday. AL

Based on data from the Philip-
pine Statistics Authority (PSA), the

volume of carabao production from

April to June 2023 was recorded at
33,720 metric tons.

“We can supply milk for our
feeding program for our preschool-
ers and we can expand it to school
children,” he added. )

According to Savellano, addi-
tional funding is needed to fund the
development of carabao production.
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DA to boost carabao production for feed

“We should support the industry
which can help our economy. We
cannot develop (the carabao indus-

. try) with only meager resources,”
Savellano,added.
He said the DA provides vari-

ous programs for cooperatives to

encourage farmers to engage in
carabao production. '
PSA data showed that Western
\Visayas is the top producer of cara-
baos with 4,400 metric tons. :
. Other top five regions with high-
est volume of carabao production

ing program

include Northern Mindanao, 3,040

‘metric tons; Davao, 2,940 metrig tons;

Eastern Visayas, 2,840 metric tons and

Calabarzon with 2,620 metric tons.
On the other hand, the National

Dairy Authority (NDA) Southern

‘Mindanao and the local govern-

ment of Kapai, Lanao del Sur have
stepped up efforts to enhance the
dairy industry in the region.

The NDA distributed 10 dairy
cattle to local farmers from the
Hanes Integrated Farm and Agri-
Matketing Cooperative in Kapai.
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‘Phl as
top rice
importer
no cause
for panic’

By BELLA CARIASO

There is no reason to panic
after the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
tagged the Philippines as the
world’s top rice importer, a
ranking official of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) said
yesterday amid the coun-
try’s dependence on imported
grains. .

In its latest “Grain: World

 Markets and Trade” report,
the USDA projected that Phil-
ippine rice importation will
reach 3.8 million metric tons
in marketing irlear 2023-2024,
overtaking China’s imports
with an expected drop to 3.5
million MT. _

In a radio interview, Bureau
of Plant Industry Director
Glenn Panganiban said the
“raising (of) some alarm bells”
is unwarranted.

“Yes, (no cause for alarm),
and this is only an assumption
as the utilization of sanitary
and phytosanitary import
clearance can only be seen after -
the arrival of the (rice) imports. -
For now, these are just projec-
tions. We have our local pro-
duction so there is no reason to
be worried,” Panganiban said.

Accordmg to  Panganiban,
it is also possible that China
increased its local production,
which is the reason for tbe de-
cline in its rice in _

“It is possible that China
was able to upscale ;fa_pradﬂc«
tlontechnolog Tl? s wh

On our part, qunmyom';'
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ess, as for

e expect relatively

safe or enough for our demand,” he
said.

At the same time, Pan

. thatallowing rice impor

" the Rice Tariffication Law also pro-

aniban said
ation under

vides reVerﬁ.tpsx;for the ‘development

| of the nce indus
ganiban a d
no exact date for the

;hﬁt there is
g of Execu-

tive Order 39 lmPosﬁ price ceiling

of P41 and P45 per kilo on regular

and well-mﬂled J:me, 10 days Lpto its

mplemeﬁtatton

FEF: Cut tariff to 10%

Meanwhile, the Pound ion for
Economic Freedom (FEF s ‘pro-
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-rentSSsye:cent b :
 Farmers. §up have also

_ b icked ﬁhe%osmbfe appoint-
" ment of Balisacan as secretary of

the Department of Agnculture,.

DB Regmn 3 mformatmn of-
flc - Nerson Ray Romero said
other rice retailers can still avail
themselves of the cash assistance
by getting in touch with their

 despite the latter having already market coordinators, E:I‘I offices,
,_do sed speculation that he is be{ Negosyo C éﬁ%a d call or text
- ing tappfed to replage Marcésrat" TI Consum r-ﬂaﬂ% Qﬂme 1£M

- f i ~ ning e}::retary Arsenio ' the D 1-.11?}1'1'1%,& "'"-"l et
e food staple. from their respective posts for e Valenzuela Ci government
dpctmn of Rlco I'Otﬂ“OlS will be shouldering three months-

receive cash aid

In Central Luzon, 336 rice retail-

/a ers have each received P15,000 cash

assistance under the Department of

Social Welfare and Development

CDSWD) in collaboration with the
mﬁm

em@nmk,

worth of rent for rice retailers af-
fected by the price ceiling on well
milled .and regular rm;tled local riee

Based on FEF’s computation, a = advocati
Jower tariff at 10 percent will trans-  tariffs ogﬁ
late to P36.40 per kﬂogram landed. In a jo
cost for rice. ~ membersof S a
Meanwhile, FEF fellow Feru%\ ng Agrikultura, Fed
Adriano said this is a temporazy. Farmers, Ph111ppme Confedera-
measure that would prowde maxi- tion of Grain -ssocmtlons, Ki-
mum benefit to a greatest number lusang it k Pili
of people,” ’which are the consum- Pamban
: ~ ‘uuma, A
He said this would'élso-allow the ' ng Piliph
governmentto ‘plug” uncertainties  ment for
arising ffom the impact of natural cited thel
calamities such as typhoons onrice . propose ed
production in the last quarter of grains to’

pnce ‘Ramon Efren: 0, Mark Erne
Vﬂlw.Danesﬁakw B

Page 1 of_2



THE PHILIPPINE

Date: ST9P1° @, Z29%  page: _ 2

Yz LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page __ of



THE pHILIPPINE

Date:

At
I

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL [

84

s¥FT ° lo, 2023 Page:
s
-\\j’r{’f LIBRARY
| DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

DA eyes Livestock Animal Registry

By DANESSA RIVERA

The Department of Agpicul-
ture (DA) is partnering with the
livestock industry to establish a

Livestock Animal Registry )z

to ensure thatlegitimate farmers
get the benefit from government
programs and allow smooth
repopulation amid the spread of
animal diseases. =~
Partnering with the private
sector will ensure accurate in-
dustry data and that industry
leaders will be able to come up
with best business decisions,

DA Undersecretary Deogracias.

Victor Savellano said in a re-
cent assembly of the National
Federation of Hog Farmers Inc.
NFRIBDAZ Y RGIEE

~ “This will identify how many
and where are the different farm

animals and to whom should the

government give any form of
subsidy from funds earmarked
by the government,” he said.
“Philippine Statistics Author-
ity reports there are 10.2 million
pigs. But, in fact, it could be

just around 7.5 million to eight

~ million if industry stakeholders

said the industry lost-around
40 percent from African Swine
Fever (ASF) from 2019,” the DA
official said. s ,
With the thrust to repopulate
hogs amid the continuing threat

- of ASF, the DA wants to ensure

that the vaccine trial will be
provensafe and effective. =

The agency recently formed
a technical working group
(TWG) to integrate vaccination
against ASF in the country’s

policy to manage the spread of

the deadly disease in ho

g:
Phgse 1 of the trial sﬁowed'

that 80 percent of the  tested
animals are producing antibod-
ies 28 days post-vaccination.
Trials for Phase 2 are ongoing
in Batangas, Quezon, and Pan-
gasinan until this month. .
Meanwhile, Savellano said

‘the DA would also study ways

to help livestock farmers cut
costs of farm inputs such as feed

ingredients and livestock genet-

ics (superior breed of piglets,
calves, chicks),. <, 7,

The project aims to ease
farmers’ burden on these costs

- that represent a sizable 70 per-
. cent of producing meat, milk

and @R vin by by (abas
‘The focus for the DA Live-
stock Group is to produce more -
livestock products locally in
large volumes and to balance
local production with minimal
importation. ' '
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' By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Acting National Irrigation Ad-
ministration (NIA) chief Eduar-
do Guillen conceded on Friday
that irregularities at the agency

have spawned corruption and '

delayed key irrigation projects.

- But he said he has been trying
to address the issue since he was
named to the post last December.

“I am not saying that NIA is
perfect” said Guillen, a former
mayor of the farming town of Pid-
dig, Tlocos Norte, who got an earful
from senators during a blue ribbon
probe on the agency last month.

“In fact, we have already
launched an investigation to look
into anomalies within the agen-
¢y,” Guillen said in an interview
with the Inquirer on Friday.

Guillen noted that the

long-standing corruption
stemmed not only from inher-
ently dishonest officials, but
also from a poorly managed
process that allowed red tape to
multiply and fester.

“The volume of documents

“we receive for one project alone

can almost fill a pickup truck,”
said Guillen, a civil engineer by
profession.

The agency is now trying to
streamline the process to en-
sure the timely completion of
irrigation projects.

On average, it previously took -

at least two to three years to finish
an irrigation project, but the agen-
Cy now expects projects to be com-
pleted sooner, because NIA has cut
the preparatory work so that it can
be finished in four months.
Proponents of small irriga-
tion projects, for instance, are

no longer required to submit

feasibility studies.
“T also removed or reduced
redundant documentary re-

quirements,” Guillen said, add-
ing that he also reduced the
number of signatures required
on a project and decentralized
the authorized signatories.

The -NIA central office in
Quezon City, for instance, will
no longer approve the imple-
mentation of irrigation projects,
but only facilitate requests for
the extension of contract time.

But red tape is not the only
problem, Guillen said, noting
that corrupt practices have en-
trenched incompetent managers
and their favored contractors.

“First, we have a shortage of
contractors. Good contractors
don’t like it here, so we end up
with those who are just look-

Page of

ing for irrigation projects and
offer [unrealistically] low con-
struction costs,” he added.

While the NTA has not been
telegraphing its moves against
corrupt officials, Guillen said
he is building up cases to be
filed before the Ombudsman
after due process.

He also asked all contractors
with delayed projects to submit
catch-up plans in deference to
the criticisms of senators and
the Commission on Audit.

Moreover, Guillen said he
also regulated the extension of
contract completion deadlines.

“I only allow district offices
to issue time extensions of 60
days. Beyond that timeframe,
contractors should go to the re-
gional office. After go days, they
should make the request to the
central office,” he said. ma
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By BETHEENA UNITE

he Philippines intends to

import less rice in 2023.
Department of Agricul-

ture Undersecretary Leoca-

likely —

N
\347.
W DEOT. OF AGQWULTUQE

Lower rice imports

dio Sebastian said this following the
projection of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) that
the Philippines rice importation will
hit 3.8 million metric tons (MMT) in
the marketing year 2023-2024.

LIBRARY

DA official

With the projection, the country is
set to overtake China, which imports
3.5 MMT rice, as the world’s top im-
porter of rice.

. “We expect to import much less
than USDA’s 3.8 MMT projected rice

import in 2023. This indicates that
the volume we imported in 2022 was
much more than the deficit,” Sebas-
tian said in a statement released by
the Presidential Communica-

tions Office (PCO) on Thurs- > 8

Page
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Lower rice imports likely — DA official 1« -

day, Sept. 14.

The agriculture official said they ex-
pect to import less rice as they focus on
improving local production of the food
staple.

“We also expect that with the intensi-
fied efforts to produce more rice locally,
we will import less than the projected 3.8
MMT in 2024,” he said. “The uncertainty
of depending on external sources for our
staple and the high price of imported rice
makes it imperative for us to produce
more locally.”

Bilibid to offer
cheaper rice

As the country is looking at lessening
the volume of imports this year, the New
Bilibid Prison (NBP) in Muntinlupa City
is set to offer to the public cheap well-
milled rice.

The Bureau of Corrections (BuCor)
said “well-milled rice will be sold at #44
per kilo or one peso less than the price
cap imposed by the governrnent " The

cheaper well rm]]ed rice will be avallable

starting Saturday, Sept. 14, at the
Kadiwa store at the Bilibid, which
is jointly operated by the BuCor
and the Department of Agriculture
(DA).

“The Kadiwa store will be selling
‘commodities every weekend,” the
BuCor said. “It opened Wednesday,
as part of the birthday'gift to Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. by BuCor

- and DA.”

The BuCor noted that, aside
‘from rice, “available commodities
for sale at the Kadiwa store include
vegetables from the Argo products
of the NBP planted by persons de-
prived of liberty (PDLs), chicken,
pork, fish, eggs, coconut oil, onions,
garlic, bananas, root crops, coffee,
and fruits.”

Kadiwa is a “marketing initiative
of DA, implemented through the
Agribusiness and Marketing Assis-
tance (AMAS). It seeks to empower
the farming community by provid-
ing a direct and effective farm-to-
consumer food supply chain.”

Meanwhile, the Iwahig Prison
and Penal Farm (IPPF) in Palawan
reported that 10 hectares of its land
have already been transplanted with
rice seedlings.

The bureau explained the rice
planting at the IPPF reservation
is part of the Reformatmn Inma—

tive for Sustainable Environment
for Food Security (RISE) project of
the BuCor, DA and Department of
Justice (DOJ).

Under the RISE project, 501
hectares of the IPPF’s property
measuring 28,788.54 hectares will
be used for agriculture, including
the planting of rice.

“The RISE project aims to en-
gage and implement agro-industri-
al projects through the development
of land areas and resources into
productive agricultural camps or
food production centers to contrib-
ute to the country’s food security,”
the BuCor said.

The BuCor said the project is
also “part of the reformation pro-
gram for PDLs under the Work and
Livelihood Program of BuCor where
they are provided with different
livelihood opportunities that would
sustainably improve their income
as PDL workers and equip them
with the needed capability for their
means of livelihood in preparation
for their reintegration into society
and their families.”

Inmates participating in the
project also gain additional Good
Conduct and Time Allowance
(GCTA) which would enable their
early release. (With a report from
Jeffrey Damicog)

g I
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BY REINE JUVIERRE S. ALBERTO

IGS are considered friendly and

intelligent creatures, ideal to raise

as a form of livelihood. But once
infected by the deadly African swine fever
(ASF), they can be a different kind of beast

for hog raisers.

Since the disease’s first out-
break in the Philippines in 2019, the
hog industry consisting of commer-
cial and backyard growers has grap-
pled with losses amounting to P200
billion, according to Engr. Rosendo
So, who heads the umbrella alliance
SINAG, or Samahang Industriya ng
Agrikultura.

In the search for signs of hope to
uplift the industry, there were initial
indications of progress in the develop-
ment of anti-ASF vaccines. However,
the optimism began to wane as subse-
quent developments unfolded.

ASF vaccine woes

THE ASF vaccine currently being
tested is not yet “100 percent ready” to
be commercially available and be in-
jected into hogs, an industry group
told the BusinessMirror, and suggest-
ed that protocols for the trial have to
be fixed first.

Rallying for transparency, the
hog industry must know the details
regarding the trial such as who is be-
ing tested and where are the testing
locations.

“Open tayo na may trial, pero
dapat ay open book sila [We are open
to trials, but they must be conducted
in an open-book manner],” said So.

“May mga vaccine na tinest. Nala-
man namin na namatay yung mga baboy
up to 1,000 heads and ang nawala sa
kanya ay P10 million [There are vac-
cines that have been tested. We fourd
out that up to 1,000 pigs have died axd
the loss amounted to P10 million],” le
revealed.” !

As 70 percent of the whole cou-

try remains infected with ASF, So said
that with the live vaccines—which
should be isolated—the virus could
eventually spread through shedding.

To boost the immunity of hogs
against ASF, sows are administered
the vaccine, and their immunity
can be passed on to the piglets, ex-
plained So.

_ The Bureau of Animal Industry
(BAI), through its deputy chief, earlier
reported a 100-percent success in the
field trial of the AVAC ASF live vac-
cine. .

Avet'stake
THE preliminary trial results of a
Vietnamese-manufactured  vaccine

based on BAI’s data look “promising,”
declared swine veterinary consultant
Dr. Rolando Cruz, but he was quick to
question the parameters used in the
trial: “Is it just based on their percep-
tion of how to evaluate it?”

Cruz said some farms who al-
ready injected their pigs with the
vaccine said it was good, while some
said not.

“It’s vague. You can't really con-
clude if it's really effective or not, so
that's why I told everybody that we
should give them more time to do the
vaccine so that once they release it,
it is already an effective vaccine. We
don’t need to rush,” he told the Busi-
nessMirror.

Among the four vaccine compa-
nies dwelling on the research and tri-
als, Cruz revealed that most of them

~ have unfortunately failed.

“That’s how complex [the virus]
is, so that’s why we have to give them

OF AGRICULTURE
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more time and test to different ani-

mals. The more the better so that you |
can have a statistically significant re- |
For the swine veterinarian, the |
vaccine is 60 percent ready for com- |
mercial use but it should be at 100 :
percent and there have to be no gray
areas. i
“If effective, then we can use '
it right away in order for us to
have a day one in producing more
pigs,” he said. However, if there is
any skepticism towards the vac-
cine, “We have to slow down and
bring all things in the table, and
discuss again how to go about it.
Otherwise, isang pagkakamali diyan |
malaki ang magiging impact [Other-
wise, a single mistake could have a
significant impact],” he said.
Assuming the vaccine has been
approved and injected into pigs, Cruz
said it has no effect on humans if they
consume pork vaccinated against ASE.
He elaborated that the virusitself
has no negative effects on humans, as
it primarily affects pigs and spreads
from pig to pig. i

Strategic biosecurity measures

WHEN asked if the vaccine is the |

only solution to stop ASF, Cruz firm-
ly said “no.” :

“I'm happy to say that without :
the vaccine, we were able to survive 30 |
to 40 farms without the vaccine and
‘still very stable now;” he said.

Pushing for strategic biosecurity
measures as an ‘efficient way to man-
age ASF,” Cruz said having a disinfec-
tant is not enough, and instead, com-
panion steps must be taken, such as
eliminating animals such as dogs and
cats from roaming around farms—to
prevent the transmission of the virus
from one farm to another—and mod-
ifying buildings to be protected from
contamination. ‘

So also said biosecurity is impor- |
tant in farms: monitoring the move- !
‘ment of people, of the feeds, and those |
who enter thearea.

“Biosecurity pa rin ang kailangan
samgafarm [Biosecurityis stillneeded :
in farms],” he stated.
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Govt mulls over subsidizing vax i

" AGRICULTURE Undersecretary for

Livestock Deogracias Victor Savellano -

told the BusinessMirror they are mull-
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ing over subsidizing the ASF vaccines

in the future, but also stressed the

need to first ensure they are safe and '
 effective. Should those under trial be -

proven effective, then it is “possible.”
: “The vaccine under trials must be
- proven to be safe, sterile and effective
following all standards and univer-
sally acceptable protocols,” Savellano
said in his speech during the National
Federation of Hog Growers Inc’s gen-
eral meeting, aimed at achieving the
return of the “glory days” of the Phil-
ippine swine industry and repopulat-

. ing amidst the threat of ASFE. '
He added that the Department
of Agncultures dlrecuon for hveshock

14 -.Jl'omi'mﬂ'

ATtheendoftheday Cruzsaldthe

_ vaccine is “very important” and it will

“prevent the spread of the disease.”

A However,hoggrowersmust'be
sure” and useaverysafeandeﬁhc ;
tive vaccine” toavmdwastmgmoney
apdthenskofmttoduangthewms
to their farms; otherwise, as Cruz

: qE Barakmgnag—smadenon[lt’sﬁ
; _g:pnnmttmgsmade]"

He said those “serious” about
producing pigs and implementing
biosecurity measures will survive the
virus until the vaccine becomes com-

B . mercially available.

“For me, just secure your farms

 from contaminants and youll be fine,”
* Cruz stated.

It will be a big challenge for the

~ bureau if they will approve the vac-
cines or not, said Cruz. “Kasi at theend

of the day, ang tanong dyan, ‘Who will
be accountable?” Of course, the one
who approved the vaccine [Because
attheendoftheday,thequestlonls.
‘Who will be accountable?’ Of course,

" the one who approved the vaccine]”
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DA: Damage to agri due to ‘habagat;,

T 'HEtotalamountofagricultural
Tdamage andlossesincurred by
10 regions due to the south-
west monsoon and the onslaught of
typhoons “Egay” and “Falcon” has
reached P12 billion, the Depart-
ment of Agnculture (DA) reported
on Friday.

‘Inits final bulletin, the DA -Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and Management
(DRRM) Operations Center said bad
weather hasaffected 437,032 farmers
and fisherfolk in the Cordillera Re-
gion, Ilocos, Cagayan Valley, Central
Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, West-
ern Visayas, Zamboanga Peninsula,
Soccsksargen, and Caraga.

Itsaid 250,174 hectares of agricul-
tural areas were affected and produc-
tion loss was estimated at 279,289
metric tons (MT).
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i The affected commodmes mclude
rrce, corn, high-value crops, livestock
and poultry, and fisheries.

The damage and 1osses in rice
amounted to P3.08 bxlllon from
145,010 hectares and production

"loss was at 69,748 MT, or 0.35 per-
cent of the 19.76 million MT total

annual production target volume

for rice.

'I‘he DA-DRRM Opera,tlons Center
noted that assistance was distrib--
uted to af;fected farmers and fish-

ers on Tbursday—P46148 million

worth ofrrce seecfsm Central Luzon,

M1inaropa, and Western V1sayas, i

P10.08 million worth of corn seeds
in Cordillera, Ilocos, Cagayan Valley, '

'and Western Visayas; P1.75 million'

worthofassorted vegetable seedsin

For corn, damage and losses- 13
amounted to P2.37 billion from

91,506 hectares and production loss
was at 126,757 MT or 1.36 percent
of the 9.30 million MT total annual
production target volume for corn.

Damage' was also incurred in.

agricultural machinery and equip-
ment, irrigation systems, farm and
fishery facilities, and flshmg gear
and paraphernfha ,, e.

£ |

/"E £

Cagayan Valley; P51,000 worth of

(various veterinary drugs for live-

stock in Ilocos; and 12,790 bags of
rice released by the National Food
Authority (NFA) in Ilocos.

Aid made available for distribution

' to affected farmers and fisherfolk in
Cordillera, Ilocos region, Cagayan o

- Valley, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, West-

ern Visayas, Zamboanga Peninsula,

: Sp’i:'csk_a‘airgen, and Caraga are P69.75
} ' -

¥ \
S SRS SRS

WO typhoons reaches P12 bllhon

mﬂlwn worth of nce:‘seeﬁs and ferul—
izers; P133.17 million worth of corn

; seeds;arxd:nse:ctlcldes1 P42.91 million

worthof assortedve getable seeds;and

. PS 43 milhon worth of animal heads

andvarious vetermary drugs for live-

' stock and potﬂtry

'Also available for dlstnbutmn
are P35.74 million worth of fry/fin~
gerlings for distribution to affected
fisherfolk; P5.89 million worth
of fuel assistance for fisher folk,
specifically in Cordillera, Ilocos,
Cagayan Valley, and Central Luzon
and P21.9 million worth of repair
andmaintenance fordamaged boats
and gill nets.

* It also said P700 million worth of
Quick Response Fund is being pro-
cessed for the rehabilitation and re-

‘covery of the affected areas. PNA
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. (DA) is revitalizing the cultivation

" of Philippine carabaos nationwide
-to help generateincome in the coun-
‘tryside and to support the Marcos

administration’s dairy numtion‘
program.

In an interview on Thursday, DA
Undersecretary eo cias Victor
Savellano smd tow.
department has begun distributing

this goal, the’ .

S

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

several “packages” toselectfanners’.~ b

ratives.
e explained that each “package
consists of 25 live carabaos (Bubalus

CO0

‘bubalis carabanesis), which farmers
| goups can raise and eventu.ally use

Rmsmgmrabaosonacommeraal‘ 3
scale offers Flhpmofannersfrfshhve-
lihood opportunities. It also makes it
possible to locally produce the milk
needed to supply
milk feeding program for chﬂdren,”
Savellano pointed out.

Tt was noted that Pres1dent Fetd1
nandR. Marcos, Jr. vowed during

quﬁdfqnmmbm

TR PR S

the President’s

d,mssmg genetics issues
introducing a foreign b

Switzerland, that his adnumstratmn ;

would invest more int food produc-
tion initiatives, particularly to feed

children belonging to society’s most
: - genetic
~ support the dairy mduatry

disadvantaged segment.
Savelllano said the DA's Ph:l—
ippine Carabao Center (PCC) has
beentaskedto]eadtheeffort,byﬁrst
ating the country’s stagnant

carabao population.

The PCC, he said, is now ad-
further
of water

buffalo{ specifically, cally, the Murrahbuf—

o rb"'

Pea kil fblo?b.'l)%a‘ﬁ

-PCC Director Caro Salces; mean-
while, explained that &:Iglndlanbuﬁa
Jospecescaneamlybecmssbzedmth
local carabaos to produce a refreshed
. that is better suited to

“Qur native carabagis bred for
work but they do not pxoduoe as.
much milk. On the other hand, the
Murrah buffalo pmduces plenty of
milk. By crossbreeding the two, we.
areable to prodmie11 animals that t give
out more milk while
suited forworhngﬂwﬁef&!:,mam%

0"'-*0" 3 ’
LR O S SRt e
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llocos Norte farmer's coop gets
~ P20-M DA aid to revive hog IIIlIIlSlI'!

THE Department of Agriculture |

(DA) has released a P20-million

grant to a farmer's multi-purpose
cooperative in Sarrat, Ilocos Norte
to help :Eeed up the recovery of hog

ected by the Afncansmne—

fever (ASF).

Teresita Castro, chaxrpersonofthe :

 Baggak Multi-purpose Cooperative,
said in aninterview on Thursday that

they were among the beneficiaries of ' *

.the DA’s Integrated National Swine
Production Initiative Recovery Ex-
pansion (INSPIRE) program:.

INSPIRE focuses on cahbrated

*hog repopulation; the establishment

of swine farms and facilities, and-

erisuring easy access to insurance
and credit services for hog farmers
to improve swine production and
ensure the sufficiency of pork and
pork products in the province.

“We are so happy and thankful

for this oiportumty to help our hog ,

l‘alSvE!'S W

0 were severe! affected
b ASF" said Castro, ai

ding that

y will also act as a "bng brother”

in el another farmer's group,
‘the Slt]:l,o glahkas-Maumel ‘San Juan

‘Pasuquin’Fafmer e

their hog pulatlon program.
Part ofr&lpo

industry by clustering and consoli-
datm strategies, s cally among
ogrammmmﬁmmte&mw
support services and biosecurity

,measures among others,

Todate, hograisersinthe province

graduallyrecovermg&omtheASF
virus through various government
support.

Recently, at Jeast 60 swine raisers
from the municipality of Marcos
and-the city of Batac were given a

total of 90 weaner pigs as part of

the repopulation program of the DA
for ASF-affected livestock farmers
through the sentinelling protocol.
This protocol determines whethera
virus or disease is still presentina lo-
cationusingascience-based approach.
As a result, the DA is dispersing
weaner pigs in towns where there
have been no documented cases of
ASF for at least 90 days. Swine raisers
were also prowded o‘fmh 30 b:f; of
re-stal;fer, 90 bags of starter, 90
Eags ﬁmm}’n‘i ‘\n‘ i' r‘xvv"

e three-year program is
the provision of mixed interventions .
to jumpstart and revive the swine '
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i

Importer

e have overtaken China
as the world’s biggest
rice importer. That was

inevitable.

The signs were clear for years.
Qur agriculture was growing at
much less than our population.

No one bothered to do anything
about it.

The structural solutions in-
volved a horizon of many years. Qur politics was
trapped in short electoral cycles. Each new admin-
istration characteristically abandoned the programs

of the preceding government. Our institutions of

governance simply did not have the capacity to do
what needed to be done to save our agriculture.

What suited our institutions was allocating annual
budgets for “farm-to-market” roads, Our agricultural
budget consisted mainly of patronage-driven stuff:
free fertilizers, free farm implements and free irriga-
tion. Those yielded the short-term results required
for our short electoral cycle.’

Then there were the various superstitions that
trapped our national conversation about agriculture,
One equated the breakup of land as a form of social
Estice.‘Anomer imagined protectionist policies will

elp our farms Slrosper. Both produced only yawning
rural poverty that drove millions into urban slums
and created a large army of migrant workers.

Our bankrupt agricultural policies did not yield food
- security for our people. Today we import everything
we ought to be producing: rice, sugar, onions, garlic,
chicken, pork and even fish. Our grocery shelves are

full of better-quality fish sauce from Thailand.

BEach time a decision to import is made, we found
some transient problem to blame: a storm, a conta-
gious disease that forced us to cull pigs and chicken
or a period of drought. No one bothered to zoom out
and declare that our entire agriculture sector was
failing the nation.

Today, everything comes home to roost.

After weeks of denying that our rice buffer stocks
were thinning, we are going all out to.import what-
ever rice we could get our hands on. If the economists
get their way, the disastrous rice price caps will be
abandoned with as much finesse as is still possible
and, instead, tariffs on imported rice will be cut.

Tariff-cuts will deal a heavy blow to our fiscal
stability — but it could not be worse than doling out
remuneration to small rice retailers threatened with
bankruptcy. : ,

One senator called for a public inquiry into the in-
consistencies of this administration’s rice policy. That
misses the point. What we need is a public inquiry

into why our agriculture is in free fall.

The Sugar Regulatory Administration just signaled

that our sugar production will likely fall below expec-

tation. Blame El Nifo. Then import more.

The prices of vegetables are rising across the board,
led by the lowly siling labuyo whose price more than
tripled in a matter of days. Maybe we will import
that, too. :

As a response, the Department of Trade and In-
dustry announced a meeting with manufacturers will
be cailed. Qur officials will cajole them into postpon-

ing price adjustments. That is another non-market

response. We want our producers to defy the law of
gravity — not just that suddenly controversial law of
supply and demand. = - . e \

Igrem is more bad news on the horizon. Brent crude,
the one we import, is now over $92 per barrel. As we
move into the winter months in the northern industrial
economies, demand for oil will rise even as supply is
keptin check by the cartel. That can only meanone thing:
oil will likely rise above $100 per barrel. .

Again, we have a market-defying response for
this. Government has begun distributing financial
assistance to drivers of public transport. How far can

we go doing this, throwing money atevery aggrieved

sector, without'courting a fiscal disaster?
*After months of decline, the inflation rate for Au-
gust began rising again. We all expecta higher infla-
tion rate for September. Faster inflation will cut into
our final growth numbers for the year. Our economic
max‘\va'iers are bravely foisting 6 to 7 percent GDP
growth for the year. Most analysts Thave talked to
think we would be lucky to make 5 percent. :
Because our agriculture s failing us, we will have
to import more food. As it is, our gross international

reserves fell below $100 billion. The adequacy of our.
reserves is based on how long it could fund our im-

ports. At the rate our imports are rising, Ouxr reserves
might soon be deemed insufficient. This invites
speculation against our currency.

Qur need to import more of the food we need,
and throw cash at everyone to delay contending
with the full market impact, ultimately tells on our

fiscal stability. The debt load we bear, reflecting all

the emergency spending duri
P staimnac '-_,-T.

ng the pandemic, could

brought us to where we are today.

We are suffering a crisis of agricultural failure that
diminishes public access to food. This failure will
contaminate every other dimension of the national
economy —including our fiscal and foreign exchange
stability.

We need a comprehensive and imaginative strategy
to wiggle out of this situation of unbridled inflation
and siortages of everything. That does not seem to
be forthcoming. Instead, our government chooses
to sleepwalk through this critical episode, applying
superficial solutions such as price caps to delay the
onset of market reality. ‘

Ordinary consumers, stretching their budgets to
cope with the price spikes, sense a crisis building.
But our officials would rather window-dress the situ-
ation by controlling prices rather than working on the
archaic production structures that create shortages.

*
Page of
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In S. Cotabato, gov
sees rice at P30/kilo

SURALLAH, SOUTH COTABATO—With the prov-
ince expecting an average yield of 8 metric tons of
palay per hectare this cropping season, Gov. Rey-
naldo Tamayo Jr. said the price of ordinary milled
rice here could be sold at P30 per kilo and possibly
even P25 per kilo in the next harvest. The provin-
cial government has a program that provides local
farmers with subsidy so they can improve ‘g
their production. —sToRrY BY BONG S. SARMIENTO AE
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In South Cotabato, gov
sees rice sold at P 30/kilo

Province’s palay program shows promise of reducing

By Bong S. Sarmiento
@IngNational ‘

SURALLAH, SOUTH COTA-
BATO—The rice-producing
province of South Cotabato is
on its way to achieving an av-
erage yield of 8 metric tons
per hectare of palay (unhusked
rice), farmers and government
officials said on Friday.

“Based on the crop cut es-
timates, the yield is between a
high of 12 tons and a low of 10
tons,” Gov. Reynaldo Tamayo Jr.
said in Filipino during the Con-
solidated Rice Production and
Mechanization Program (CRP=
MP) Farmers’ Field Day and
Harvest Festival here.

A crop cut estimate is done
through sampling a square me-
ter of harvestable palay for ev-
ery hectare of farmland.

Last - June, Tamayo told a
visiting President Marcos that
the province could produce 8
MT of palay per hectare, double
the national average.

Tamayo said the different
farms chosen for crop cut yield-
ed at least a kilogram of palay
per square meter. There are 210
ha of contiguous palay farms in
this town in different stages of
maturity under the CRPMP that
seeks to achieve compact rice
farming which, in turn, ensures
economies of scale.

Across the province, some
1,600 ha of palay farms have al-
ready been consolidated, out of
the 3,000-ha target, Tamayo said.

Given the projected bumper
harvest for the current cropping
cycle, Tamayo said the price of
ordinary milled rice “could be
sold at P30 per kilo and could be
further brought down to P25 per
kilo in the next harvest period.”

“Our target really is to in-

staple’s price through increased yield

HARVEST Farmers in the village of Dajay in Surallah, South
Cotabato, harvest palay on Friday from farms under the consol-
idated rice production program of the provincial government.
—BONG S. SARMIENTO

crease the income of farmers
to encourage them to contin-
ue planting and produce more
so that we can lower the price
of rice for the consumers,” the
governor said.

Tamayo noted that the
provinee, with its 8 MT per
hectare palay production, could
be instrumental in helping
bring down the price of rice to
a level affordable to most Filipi-
nos that, according to him, was
the “dream” of the President.

Fake news?

Early this month, Mr. Mar-
cos imposed a price cap on
rice at P41 and P45 per kilo for
regular and well-milled rice,
respectively, after retail prices
breached the P50 per kilo level.

The issue has been high on
the public’s interest given the
much touted goal of the ad-
ministration to bring down the
price of rice crop to only P20
per kilo, consistent with Mr.
Marcos’ campaign promise.

Such a vow has been widely
reported by various news orga-
nizations following then-presi-
dential candidate Marcos in the
campaign trail.

But Tamayo, president of
Partido Federal ng Pilipinas, the

political party of the President,
has brushed these aside as “fake
news” in a press conference fol-
lowing the speeches at the har-
vest festival. {

But he expressed hope that
the palay farming program of
the province would be replicat-
ed in other parts of the country
to help achieve rice self-suffi-
ciency and contribute to bring-
ing down rice prices.

If the target of consolidat-
ing 3,000 ha of palay farms will
be achieved, Tamayo said the
yield would be enough to feed
South Cotabato’s population of
about a million for 10 months.

He conceded though that
there are “players,” apparently
referring to rice cartels, who
could spoil the target.

Henry Eslabon, chair of the
Upper Valley Agriculture Coop-
erative, attested that a yield of
8 MT of palay per hectare was
attainable.

“I have proven it myself in
the past two years after [ used hy-
brid seeds. The target of 8 MT per
hectare, on average, is achievable.
I've had excellent yields because
the climate and soil here are suit-
able for the hybrid variety,” Esla-
bon told the Inquirer.

He added that he harvested

such a volume of palay for six
consecutive cropping seasons

. already.

Hybrid seeds
' Using hybrid rather than
inbred seeds is costly, but the:
former gives a much better in-
come, Eslabon, a former munic-
ipal councilor here, said.

Under the consolidated rice’
program here, farmers planted:
the Arize Bigante Plus, a prod-
uct of Bayer.

Hybrid palay seed costs’
P5,000 per sack, while the in-.
bred variety sells for only
P1,600, Eslabon said.

Hybrid seeds cannot be re-.
planted, unlike inbred, though
the latter’s yield volume drops
the more these are replanted.

Eslabon noted that the
government subsidy for the
program—such as seeds, fer-.
tilizers, pesticides, and land-
preparation, among others—.
was a big help to farmer-ben-
eficiaries, whose equity, in the
form of labor, was 30 percent of
the total production cost.

Loel Nillos, Surralah mu-
nicipal agriculture officer, told
the Inquirer that the prevailing
farm gate price of palay here
ranged from P19 to P19.50 per
kilo. '

He said that a farmer was
able to harvest 146 sacks of palay
at an average weight of 63 kilos a
sack, from a hectare of land.

That’s about P175,000 for a
production cost of P50,000, or
a net income of P125,000, Nillos
added.

“This only proves that a
farmer can produce double the
average production,” he said.

. Nillos said the program
would run for three years or six
cropping cycles. na
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800 metrorice
retailers get cash aid

MORE than 800 small rice retailers
in Quezon City and the Camanava
area affected by the rice price cap
have received cash aid from various
government agencies.

The local governments of Quezon
City and fourcities of the Camanava
(Caloocan, Malabon, Navotas and
Valenzuela) area in the north and
western parts of Metro Manila have
reported the distribution of cash
aid coming from the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) and Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI).

Quezon City Mayor Maria Jo-

sefina “Joy” Belmonte told The

Manila Times that more than 400
qualified small rice retailers have
already received their financial
assistance from DSWD and DTL

Aside from the cash aid, Bel-
‘monte said the city government will
waive certain rental fees and provide
discounts to rice dealers, wholesal-
ers and retailers.

“Through this, it would help al-
leviate any challenges that they may
face due to these price adjustments, ”
she added.

In Caloocan, Mayor Dale
Gonzalo Malapitan said some
200 affected rice retailers have
received their financial aid from
DSWD and DTI amounting to
P15, 000.

_ “On the part of the city gov-
ernment, we would also roll out

the P5,000 cash assistance to the

registered rice micro retailers,”
he said. ; .

“The additional cash grant is just
the fulfillment of my earlier pledge
to the consumers and businesses
alike with the implementation
of Executive Order (EO) 39, or
the rice price cap,” the Caloocan

-mayor added.

Navotas Mayor John Rey Tiangco
said that the city government is
expecting more qualified local rice
retailers to get their financial assis-
tance from DSWD and DTI aside
from the first batch of 161. ;

“We will make sure that all af-
fected and registered small rice
retailers in the city will get their
financial help from the national
govemment as the city govern-
ment is also preparing for what-
ever assistance it can extend to
them,” Tiangco said.

In Valenzuela, Mayor Weslie
Gatchalian told The Times that the
affected 200 rice retailers were from
the city's 33 public and private
markets.

“The city government will also
shoulder the three-month stall

rent of rice retailers to partially -

compensate for losses due to the
government's rice price ceiling on
regular and well-milled rice,” Gatch-
alian said.

EO 39 mandates the price ceil-
ing of P41 per kilogram for regular
milled rice and P45/kg for well-
milled rice. It took effect on Sep-
tember 5. -

Also, Mayor Jeannie Sandoval
of Malabon said the city govern-
ment and concerned national
government agencies conducted

an extensive validation process |

that ensured that the beneficiaries
were selling rice at the prescribed
price ceiling.

Meanwhile, a total of 87 regis-
tered small rice retailers got their
financial aid from DSWD and DTI
aside from the assistance the city
government would provide to them,
Sandoval said.

ARLIE O.CALALO
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Local farms to lose P87.76-B income
on proposed tariff cuts on rice-FFF

By ANDREA E. SAN JuAN

the proposed tariff cuts onrice will push through,

accordingtothe Federation of Free Farmers (FFF).
Ata publichearing organized by the Tariff Commission
on Friday, FFF National Manager Raul Montemayor
unveiled the potential losses as well as the potential
drop in farm income if the Foundation for Economic
Freedom’s (FEF) petition to reduce import tariffs on
rice from 35 percent to 10 percent is granted.

“I'm a little bit disturbed by the fact [that we all
know that this FEF proposal will have a big impact
on farmers and the government because they
based their petitions on the back-of-the-envelope
computations...| hope you understand that what you
are scribbling at the back of the envelope has billions
of pesos of implication to small farmers. | hope you
can do a more rigid analysis before you come up with
your proposals,” Montemayor added.

Meanwhile, he reported the implication of the
proposed tariff cuts on tariff collections.

“Based on our study of BOC [Bureau of Customs]
data, the average price of imported rice from January
to August this year was about P27 per kilo or P27,335
per metric ton. There is no tariff for that yet, that is
the landed CIF [cost, insurance and freight] cost,”
Montemayor said.

Assuming that the country will import 3 million
tons, he said, “So at 35 percent tariff, we shall collect
P28.7 hillion; if it's only 10 percent, we collect P8.2
billion.”

With this, he noted that the foregone tariff for

LOCALfarmerS maylose P87.76 billioninincomeif

the government will be about P20.5 billion. Since the
Rice Tariffication Law (RTL) says that tariff collection
exceeds P10 billion, all the excess will be given back
to farmers.

In accordance with Republic Act No. 11203, or
the RTL, “tariffs collected from rice imports go to the
Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund [RCEF].
Collections in excess of the P10 billion fund go to the
Rice Farmer Financial Assistance or RFFA. The law took
effect on March 5, 2019."

However, Montemayor pointed out thatifthe tariff
goes down to 10 percent, “There is no more excess
because we collect only P8.2 billion; unlikeifit's at 35
percent, the excess that goes to farmers will be P18.7
billion in addition to their P10 billion under RCEF”

He stressed that the supposed P18.7-billion
additional funding is on top of the estimated P88-
billion potential income loss to farmers.

“The farmers’ losses will be about P88 billion
in terms of reduced income. Potential but it could
happen and then they will even lose the P18.7 billion
in additional funding,” Montemayor noted.

FEF was one of, if not the first, to lobby for the
reduction of tariffs on rice imports as a measure to
temper and eventually pull down domesticrice prices.

“The immediate reduction of import tariffs on
rice from 35 percent to 10 percent will be effective
in reducing the demand-supply gap, tame food price
inflation, and alleviate the plight of small retailers
for the welfare of the general consuming public,” FEF
said during the TC hearing. (Related story: https://
businessmirror.com.ph/2023/09/11/dof-wants-
zero-tariff-on-rice-to-ease-prices/)
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By Jester
- Manalastas
TIME to junk theRiceLiberal-
ization Law. ¢
~ Thiswasthe call of Gabriela
Women'sParty-listRep. Arlene
 Brosas following a report that
the -Philippines is now the
‘world's top importer of rice.

~ The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
‘named the Philippines as the
world's topriceimporterfor the
marketing year 2022-2023.

- "It is disheartening to see
thatwe, whoused toteachother
.countries how to develop their
‘rice industry, are now heavily.
reliant on imports while our
farmers continue tolivein pov-

W DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE
|Junk rice liberalization
law -- Gahriela

erty due to the government's
lack of support to our local

“production,’ Brosas said.

. "Thissituation furtherunder-
scores the urgentneed to scrap
the Rice Liberalization Law,

_ which has opened the flood-

gates for massive rice imports
in our country, undermining
thelivelihoods of our farmers,"
sheadded. :
"TheRice LiberalizationLaw
hasproven tobedetrimental to
our farmersand our-food secu-
rity. We call on the govern-

_ment torepeal thislaw and im-

plement measures that priori-
tize the welfare of our farmers

_and ensure self-sufficiency in

rice production,” Brosas
stressed.  Jester Manalastas
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Rice retailers sa Valenzuela,

aayudahan sa 3-buwang renta

Matapos maapektuhan sa rice cap na ipinatu-
tupad ng pamahalaan, tiniyak ng Valenzuela local
government na kanila pang aayudahan ang mga
maliliit na rice retailers para sa tatlong buwan na
renta sa kanilang mga stalls o puwesto.

Ang paniniyak ay ginawa ni Valenzuela City
Mayor Wes Gatchalian kasabay ng pagsasagawa
ng payout sa mga rice retailer.

Ayon kay Gatchalian, ang 3-buwang ayuda ay
bukod pa sa natanggap na P15,000 cash aid ng mga
rice retailers mula sa Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD).

Nabatid na nasa 200 na rice retailer na sa lung-
sod ang nakatanggap ng tig-P5,000 ayuda sa rental
fee para sa buwan ng Oktubre.

Nakatakda namang ipamahagi ang ayuda sa
susunod na buwan para naman sa November at
December rental fee ng mga rice retailers.

Dagdag ni Gatchalian, naiintindihan niya ang
sitwasyon ng mga rice retailer sa lungsod na nag-
bebenta na ng palugi para makasunod sa price
cap sa bigas.

Ipinaliwanag din ng alkalde na ang dahilan sa
pagpapatupad ng Executive Order No. 39 ay upang
mapigilan ang pananamantala ng mga rice hoarder
at rice cartel. _

Dagdag pa ni Gatchalian, ang Valenzuela LGU.
na ang pupunta sa tirahan ng mga apektadong rice
retailers sa mga susunod na buwan upang ipama-
hagi ang nasabing ayuda. (Doris Franche-Borja)
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~ Mga masustaﬁs:yan_g
prutas na sagana sa Pmas

\\\\

NARITO ang mgamasustans:yangpmtasnasaganasa h

ating bansa. Malaki ang benepisyo ng mga prutas na ito

'sa kalusugan. Ugaliing kumain ng prutas.
1. Ubas — Angubasaymaytanmnsaiﬂavonoudsna
'sa kanser. Kumain ng ubas kung ika'y

puwedeng makapigil

nagpapagaling sa sakit. At kapag kulang sa dugo at ma-

hina ang katawan, Iamamngubasparanwmmaikmg:
- lang ang kainin.

iyong sigla.
2. Pakwan — Panlaban ang mga ito sa sakit sa bato at

'pamog(kldney at bladder infection). Ang pakwan at melon

ay punong-puno ng vitamin C at potassium. At kapag tag-
Imt, ang katas nito ang kailangan ng ating katawan.

-3 Peras—Angperasaymayamm sa fiber at sorbitol
rg:

na makatutulong sa . Ang fiber ay nagbibigay
hugis (o bulk) sa’dun’h Ang ‘sorbitol naman ay nagbibi-
gay ng tamis sa peras atnaghahaiakngmblg
bituka para !umambot ang dumi. 3

' DOC WILLIE... Mula pat
*‘“””“"m*%??s;mm' =
tutulong ito sa .

sa puso at istrok. May sangkap

sakobng
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4. Suha — njmgmgama makamasmkaw

May
'atpamsamaydwelas?hg bdatngsma*aynuysangkap

na bioflavonoid. lto’y nakatutulong sa pag-iwas sa cancer,
lalo na sa breast cancer. Kung ika'y may diabetes, puwede
salyoangszmammas.Pmlahxgna3o4nah|wa.

5. Strawberry — Nannuwalaangmgaekspenonapan-

‘laban sa kanser ang strawberry. Mag—mgat lang kung
allergic sa strawberry. Hugasang maigi ito bago kainin.
nag-eehersisyo

2 6. Sagngmmnamamsama
sa taglay pulassium
M%Mamam@g

parelax din ang saging dahil sa sangkap nitong t

agp
7Abo|@do Ngabokadoaymaytaglaynagoodfats
(Sundansapahlna&)

din itong vitamin B6 at vitamin £~ stones (bato

Mahalaga na kainin din ang

',‘ balat ng mansanas dahil may
taglay itong pectin na nagta-
‘-tahggalng dumi sa ating kata-

pag- wan.Panlabmm'ngnmshms'
mi. samataasnacholesterol, arthritis

at sakit ng tiyan.
12. Orange — Masagana

. ‘ang orange sa vitamin C na

_panlaban sa sipon, ubo, hika at
aﬂhriua
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ISING food prlces are hkely to
prove an additional concern for
» central bankers trying to subdue
“inflation as the cost of rice—a staple
food in Asia—surges the most since
12008, according to HSBC Holdings Plc.
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* “The memory of the 2008 Asian
@qd price scare sits deep,” econo-
- mists led by Frederic Neumann
'r;sa;{d ina research note on Friday.
“Back then, nsmg rice prices in
.’some economies quickly spilled

over into other markets as con-
sumers and governments across.
fhe region scrambled to secure

sﬁpphes It also lifted the prices
of other staples, such as wheat,

‘as buyers shifted to alternatives.” -

. Exportpricesforrice from Thai-
- land, a global benchmark, jumped
to more than $600 a ton, almosta
50 percent year-on-year increase.
That’s an issue for policymak-

ers because unlike tomatoes and
onions, which tend to normalize
quickly after a spike because of
short harvest cycles, rice prices
can stay elevated for much longer,
according to Neumann.

Global rice imports as a share

‘of consumption have roughly dou-

bled over the past 25 years, and

: are up around 4 percentage points

smce the 2008 food price scare, the
note showed. “This means that dis-
ruption in one economy could have
much bigger sp1llovers into others
than in the past,” Neumann said.

Erratic rains and drought in
many parts of the world are ham-

A WORKER holds whitericeina gudown in Gurgaon, Haryana, India, on Friday, September 1
2023. Rice prices in Asia rebounded on escalating concerns around supply as top exporter Indla
implemented more restrlctions onits shlpments

pering crops, reducing supply and
drivingup costs. Toprice exporter
India has imposed curbs on over-
seas shipments to keep a lid on
local prices, further constricting
global supplies.

Malaysia and the Philippines
are the two Asian economies most
reliant onriceimports, followed by

Koreaand Taiwan, Neumann said.
Other economies such as Indone-
sia are exposed, too. Hong Kong
and Singapore import all of their
rice, though given their purchas-
ing power they can readily secure
supplies.

“Goeasyonthecurry,’ Neumann
concluded. Bloomberg News
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