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Private sector to play a role in Livestock Animal Registry

The private sector will be tapped by

- the Department of Agriculture (DA) in the

implementation of a Livestock Animal

Registry (LAR), which seeks to ensure that

legitimate livestock farmers benefit from
. government programs for the sector.

DA Undersecretary Deogracias Victor B.
Savellano told the general assembly of the
National Federation of Hog Farmers, Inc.
(NATFED) that DA will partner with the
private sector in establishing the LAR.

“This will identify how many and
where are the different farm animals and
to whom should the government give any
form of subsidy from funds earmarked by
the government.”

Aside from ensuring that benefits go

to the right beneficiaries, the LAR will also
help implement repopulation of livestock
amid diseases like the African swine fever
(ASF) that brought farmers huge losses.
DA’s partnership with the private sector
will also ensure accurate industry data. This
will ensure industry leaders will be able to

come up with best business decisions.

“Philippine Statistics Authority reports
there are 10.2 million pigs,” but he said that
it could just be around 7.5 to 8 million if
industry stakeholders because the industry
claimed that they lost around 40 percent
from African Swine Fever since 2019.

DA will also study ways to help livestock
farmers cut costs of farm inputs — feed
ingredients and livestock genetics (superior
breed of piglets, calves, chicks). The aim
is to ease farmers’ burden on these costs

that represent the sizable 70% of producing

meat, milk, and egg.
Indemnification system will further be
improved to aid livestock owners who lost

-from ASF and other diseases.

Savellano said DA will also be transfer-
ring to farmers the technology that have

‘long been developed in the country’s state

universities and colleges (SUC). This may
include vaccines and other modern farm-
ing systems and technologies that will be
adopted in partnership with the Department

of Science & Technology. ;

“The concern of neglect in our agricul-
ture for decades as aptly described by our
/DA Secretary President BongBong Marcos -
should be resolved. One of the solutions is
to closely study particular farm inputs in

livestock production,” said Savellano.

Tax reductions suited to the livestock
sector will also be considered. ;

A statement released by the Department
of Budget and Management indicated that
out of the proposed P197.84 billion budget
of DA, the National Livestock Program will
get a share of #4.3 billion. Also, based on
the proposed budget, P2.22 billion will be
allotted for the Integrated National Swine .
Production Initiatives for Recovery and
Expansion program (INSPIRE).

DA’s thrust is to repopulate hogs amidst
the continuing threat of ASF. DA will ensure
that the vaccine under trial will be proven
safe and effective. The vaccine should fol-
low all universally acceptable protocols.
(Bernie Cahiles-Magkilat)
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his decision-making
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Benjamin
Diokno’s
admis-
~sion that —
neither he nor other economic man-_
/" agers were consulted by PresidentFer-
'dinand Marcos Jx. on the rice price cap
deciion bolstrs accountsthat | bave
been receiving over the President’s
decision-making process; Unfortu-
‘nately, they claim his decisions have
been made haphazardly, and without
consultation with his officials or other
private advisers knowledgeable about
the issue. » TiglaoA11
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Unlike most effective presidents
of corporations, and even a few
presidents of the:Republic, Marcos
reportedly hardly consults with ad-
visers on a decision to be made, nor
does he have a group that he asks to
debate the pros and cons of a con-
troversy. In the case of the rice price
cap, I was told that the Agriculture
department’s senior undersecretary
Domingo Panganiban called him
up to recommend it, and he im-
mediately agreed to the proposal.

I couldn’t find anybody to tell
me who or what group Marcos
consults with. I had thought
chief presidential legal counsel
Juan Ponce Enrile and Executive
Secretary Lucas Bersamin, a for-
mer Supreme Court chief justice,
would be the heavyweights he
would ask for advice. “Have you
ever seen a photo of him talking
to them?” a Malacanang insider
said with a wide grin. Marcos
Cabinet meetings are a formality
in which reports are presented to
a bored audience with no discus-
sion of important issues facing the
country. The Cabinet meetings,
two members told me, are practi-
cally aritual, dominated by boring
PowerPoint events.

Marcos set up a Private Sector
Advisory Council a week after he
assumed office, headed by his
reportedly biggest financial sup-
porter, Sabin Aboitiz, the head of
that rapidly expanding conglom-
erate of the same name. While
having an unwieldy 33 members,
it is divided into four sectors, with
Aboitiz heading the infrastructure
and tourism sector; La Filipina Uy
Gongco Corp. President Aileen Uy-
gongco-Ongkauko for agriculture;
RFM conglomerate head Joey Con-
cepcion; and Henry Agudo, CEO of
another Aboitiz firm, Union Bank,
for digital infrastructure.

However, the council has met
only four times since July 2022.
“It's more of a thank you, in rec-
ognition of those who financed
his bid for the presidency, and for
a member of the council, a mes-
sage to everyone that he's close to
Marcos,” said one insider.

Read Marcos Sr’s diaries, and
it becomes obvious he had a
penchant for consulting many of-
ficials, such as Alejandro Melchor,
Rafael Salas, Juan Ponce Enrile,
Roberto Ongpin and Cesar Virata.
Even the final decision to declare
martial law was discussed by a
group that would be dubbed, to
denigrate it as a cabal of plotters,
the “Rolex 12.” What really hap-
pened is that entry-level Rado
watches were given by Marcos in a

celebratory event there years later,
when martial law appeared to have
been a success. The “cabal” consist-
ed of the defense secretary, the police
chief (Ramos), the armed forces
chief of staff, the service command-
ers, the heads of the intelligence
agendies, and his main adviser on
politics, Eduardo Cojuangco — in
short, the military establishment
with a divilian contingent.
Ironically, or problematically, for
an organization that has the most
impact on Filipinos’ lives, there’s
been no accepted playbook, no
management theories for running
the Philippine presidency. Corazon
Aquino is said to have relied on the
tandem of her executive secretary
throughout her presidency, Joker
Arroyo, and her spokesman and
current ambassador to the United
Kingdom, Teodoro Locsin Jr., and
what was dubbed the “Coundil of
Trent,” the Jesuit-trained market-
oriented businessmen and tech-
nocrats led by her first finance
secretary, Jaime Ongpin, until his
suicide in December 1987.
President Fidel Ramos, of course,
was known to consult his national
security adviser, Jose Almonte, and
Speaker Jose de Venecia on almost
any issue. Ramos also had a shad-
ow group of advisers, consisting of
PR and media practitioners, who
gave him feedback on public opin-
ion on the results of his actions.

Arroyo

President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
during her first years in office, had
regular breakfast meetings with a
group of her top officials. Arroyo, in
fact, had a penchant for conducting
long meetings with a cluster of her
Cabinet members to discuss in detail
a specific issue. At least President
Estrada discussed things with his
“midnight Cabinet,” even consum-
ingseveral bottles of his fabled Petrus
wine to analyze fine points. “The
problem was he followed whatever
the last tro whispered to him,” a
former Cabinet member daimed.

I hadn’t heard of President
Benigno Aquino 3rd having such
a “collective” that he consulted
for his decisions, except for the
decision to file the arbitration case
against China, which was domi-
nated, however, by his foreign
secretary, with the rest of those
attending clueless about the issue.

That non-consultative penchant
proved to be hisundoing, politically.
He didn't even discuss with Mar
Roxas, who had control of the Phil-
ippine National Police, and with
the military brass the Special Action
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Forces' ill-fated operation against
a terrorist group in Mamasapano.
That resulted in the massacre of 44
of the SAF troops, with the police
and military leadership unable to
respond because they had not been
informed at all of the operation.

The practice of having commit-
tees or councils — which I term
a “collective” — has been a must
in a nation’s governance, given
the complexity of issues that have
to be understood, the factors af-
fecting a decision, and the nearly
infinite permutations of outcomes.
After all, intelligence, educational
level, and certainly wisdom are not
qualifications for one to be presi-
dent in any democratic system.

In the US, however, this prac-
tice of consultations has been
institutionalized, with presidential
advisers for this or that having of-
fices near the Oval Office. The US
president is nearly mandated to
consult with such institutions as
his Council of Economic Advisers,
National Security Council, Presi-
dent’s Intelligence Advisory Board
and Homeland Security Council.

Communist

Even a form of government totally
different from that of the US, the
People’s Republic of China, has
structures and processes requiring
consultation by its leaders. This is
in fact intrinsic to the Communist
Party’s structures since Mao's time,
who made it a communist dogma
(although he seemed to have not fol-
lowed itall) the management style or
practice of “democratic centralism,”
in which actual leadership over a
certain function is bestowed on a
committee, which is required to vet
adedsion first (democratic), agree on
it, and after that, itis implemented to
itsend by everyone without question.
Even Chinese President Xi Jinping
answers to the “executive commit-
tee” of the Political Bureau, the high-
est leadership organ of the party.
Not only that, the Chinese gov-
ernment has utilized that Western
invention, the think tank, to guide
its decisions and actions. In fact,
China has the second-biggest
number of think tanks, 429, in
the world after the US' 1,830. Un-
like many of the American think
tanks that are nearly academic or
venues for propaganda, Chinese
think tanks are tasked with study-
ing thoroughly a particular issue,
which the ministry involved then
evaluates, submits its recommen-
dation to a party cell in charge
of that aspect of government,
to be discussed again, approved

and implemented. China didn’t
become the world's leader in the
production of electric cars by ac-
cident. Way back in 2010, alerted
by the rise of Elon Musk’s Tesla,
several Chinese think tanks were
mobilized to research and propose
plans on how China could mas-
sively go into e-car production.
Obviously, these think tanks’ rec-
ommendations succeeded.

That's why I'm worried about
our disputes with China in the
South China Sea. We don't have an
independent think tank evaluating
our responses to this issue, only a
“National Task Force for the West
Philippine Sea,” consisting mostly
of military men really ignorant of
the South China Sea disputes, and
a foreign affairs department brain-
washed by US thinking, whose sole
approach is to provoke China to get
the US to defend us. In contrast,
China in 2004 set up a think tank,
the National Institute for South
China Sea Studies, which has over
100 resident academics and visiting
researchers studying the gamut of
disputes in that sea, from histori-
cal studies to diplomatic solutions.

We can be sure that China has
several other think tanks working
on the South China Sea issue, and
whatever they do would be well-
thought-out and well-planned, just
as they built structures on Mischief
Reefin 1994 right under our noses.
And while our officials and the US
were congratulating themselves for
the clever “lawfare” that the 2012
arbitration suit was, just a small
cabal that proposed, undertook
and “proved” that China’s claims
in the Spratlys were without legal
basis, the Chinese turned the seven
reefs they occupied into artificial
islands with all the facilities that
a military base required, changing
the geopolitical landscape of the
South China Sea to their advantage.

Each president creates the kind
of presidency he wants. That's re-
ally an amateurish approach.

I'm afraid Marcos is leading the
country solely by gut feel, or by
something else, or maybe some-
body else’s advice. Just a year or
so into the presidency, however,
he can change his decision-making
process. Tapping other minds for
this is the proven way to arrive at de-
cisions, so long as — as Arroyo often
reminded her offidials — “analysis
doesn't become paralysis.”

Facebook: Rigoberto Tiglao
Twitter: @bobitiglao
Archives: www.rigobertotiglao.com
Book orders: www.rigobertoti-
glao.com/shop
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BOCFINDS IWEHPHIGEII IMPI]HTEI] HIGE IN Z WAHEH[IIISES

By Tina G. Santos
and Marlon Ramos
@Team_Inquirer

Authorities inspected ware-
houses in Las Pinas City and
Cavite suspected of storing
smuggled rice and selling them
above the prescribed price
range.

According to the Bureau of
Customs (BOC), .rice products
from Vietnam, Thailand and
China, with an estimated val-
ue of P40 million, were found
inside two warehouses located
in Las Pinas and Bacoor, Cavite,
during inspection.

The BOC said it carried ex-
tensive investigation, surveil-
lance and test purchases prior
to the inspection.

During the investigation, it
was discovered that the trader
was selling a 25-kilogram sack
of Vietriamese Rice for P1,320 in
the market, equivalent to P52.8
per kg.

“This price significantly ex-

ceeded the Department of Ag-
riculture’s prescribed range of
P41-45 per kilo for well-milled
and regular-milled rice,” the
BOC said in a statement.

But the warehouse own-
er claimed that they were just
traders and not importers, so
Customs agents told the owner
to provide proof of payment of
correct duties and taxes from
their supplier or importer.

15 days to validate

Authorities granted the
owner a 15-day period to sub-
mit documentation to validate
the legality of the importation
of the subject sacks of rice, and
payment of correct duties and
taxes.

But Sen. Francis Escudero
said law enforcers should not
stop at seizing rice found to be
imported and sold illegally.

“We should not be content
with just doing raids .. We
should bring them to the court
of justice to prove that this ad-

mim'stration is resolute in its.

campaign against rice cartel,”
Escudero said in a statement.

File cases

He said the BOC must file
appropriate cases against in-
dividuals allegedly facilitating
the unlawful entry of rice and
hoarding the food staple, which
results in an increase in its re-
tail price.

“Why haven’t I heard any-
one [being] sued for economic
sabotage?” Escudero pointed
out. “Who owns these ware-
houses? Who are the people in-
volved?” )

Under Republic Act No.

10845, or the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Act of 2016, he not-
ed that individuals suspected
of involvement in large-scale
smuggling of agricultural prod-
ucts may be held liable for eco-
nomic sabotage.

The senator issued the
statement after the BOC an-
nounced a separate operation

where it confiscated 42,180
sacks of rice, worth some P42
million, in Zamboanga City.

Led by Speaker Martin Ro-
mualdez, the BOC also inspect-
ed last month several ware-
houses in Bulacan province that
were believed to be hoarding
smuggled rice.

According to Escudero, the -
BOC should make public the
names and identities of the
traders who own and operate
the warehouses.

After filing the appropriate
charges, the government must
provide updates on the status
of the cases “in the spirit of
transparency,” he added.

In addition, he said, the
BOC and other state agencies
involved in confiscating smug-
gled rice should explain how the
seized items were being kept.

“Who oversees [its] dis-
position and how will it be
disposed? What will they do
with the confiscated rice?” he
asked. mva
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. The Bureau of Customs
(BOC), along with oth-
er government agencies,
seized an estimated P40

million worth of suspected |

smuggled rice from Cavite
and Las Pifas,

This happened shortly af-

ter the BOC confiscated some -

42,180 sacks of rice worth P42
million following a raid on
a warehouse in Zamboanga
City late last week. The agency
inspection revealed tens of
thousands of sacks of Alas
Jasmine fragrant rice.

For the Cavite and Las Pifias
raids, the BOC learned that a
25-kilo sack of rice was report-
edly being sold at P1,320 in the
market or P52.8 per kilo.
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The BOC said the price was
beyond the ceilings set by the
Department of Agriculture
(DA), which are P41 a kilo for
regular milled rice and P45 per
kilo for well-milled.

It was unclear if the rice
seized falls under the two cat-
egories. Special rice varieties
are not covered by the price
caps. The warehouse owners
also reportedly said they were
not importers but rice traders.

The BOC’s Customs Intel-
ligence and Investigation Ser-
vice, Enforcement and Security

Service, Port of Manila, and Le-
gal Service and the Philippine
Coast Guard and barangay
Turn to Page 6
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P40-M rice seized
in warehouse raids
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Sticky food
price inflation

A price cap on rice notwithstanding, consumers will experi-
ence rising food price inflation in the coming months. We are
not producing much of the food we need. Importing all those
will require more pesos as the exchange rate with the US dollar
| continues to deteriorate to the P56 to 57 range.

Blame the strong dollar, but also blame the failure of our
agricultural sector to produce more of the food we need. Food
prices in the Philippines increased by 8.1 percent year-on-year
in August, the fastest rise since March, after a 6.3 percent gain
a month earlier.

DEMAND
AND
SUPPLY

Upward price pressures came from
most components, namely rice (8.7 per-
cent vs 4.2 percent in July), flour, bread,
pasta, and other cereals (nine percent.vs
10.1 percent), fish and other seafood (6.9
percent vs 4.5 percent), milk, dairy prod-
ucts and eggs (7.8 percent vs 9.7 percent),
fruits and nuts (9.6 percent vs 8.4 percent),
vegetables (31.9 percent vs 21.8 percent),
sugar, confectionery and desserts (13.2

ercent vs 21.4 percent), and ready-made
Food and other food products (7.3 percent
vs 7.8 percent).

00 CHANCO
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B
o
ag - : cated that consumer prices, on average,
had increased by 18.6 percent from the base year 2018. This
means a basket of commodities that could be purchased at
P100 by an average Filipino household in NCR in 2018 could
be bought at P118.6 in July this year. -
: While most of our foodstuffs are still locally produced, sup-
ply has fallen. Double digit reductions were seen in the avail-
able food supply for vegetables, fish, and seafood. Increased
food importation has seen an annual per capita increase in
the supply of cereals, meat, and sources of fat and protein.
Now, &e falling peso will increase our food import bill.
We are importing more than a fourth of the food we eat. In
2022, agricultural imports into the Philippines amounted to

The CPI of 118.6 percent in July indi-

approximately $19.3 billion, indicating an increase from the
g‘revi(')us year. In that year, cereals (rice and corn) accounted
or the highest share of the total agricultural imports to the
country. !
The Philippines has long been facing challenges on food
security despite having vast agricultural land ready for cul-

tivation. To ensure food sufficiency, we have depended on

_imports, such that our import dependency ratio in 2021 was

at25.1 percent, according to data from the Philippine Statistics
Authority.

The President said during the 2023 Asia Summit in Singa-
pore last week that “we cannot now continue to depend on
importation... it became the easy way out. Just import more,
import more rice, import more corn, import more everythin%;”
But there is no easy way to recover from past neglect of the
agriculture sector. To feed everyone, we must import.

This is why the President and his afgri team must be skillful
in managing our situation. In 2008, former president Gloria
Arroyo realized we would have a rice shortage, which led
her to stock up by importing guietly. When the international
market realized what she was doing, rice market prices started
to go up, but our supply was already secured.

This time, an Agri usec told a House committee we have
insufficient buffer stock at 39 days in August and 44 days in
September compared to the usual 60 to 90 days. That infor-
mation plus the Indian export ban were enough to make our
usual sources for exported rice to raise their prices.

That made our traders hesitate to buy and some even can-
celled orders. To make matters worse, the President instituted
aprice cap, whichmeans the local traders couldn’t have recov-
ered their import cost if they didn’t cancel their orders. That
made our supply situation even more precarious.

Lesson learned: We shouldn’t be noisy about our predica-
ments and like former president GMA quietly move to remedy
the situation before the whole world realizes the problem.

An article in the website of Catnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace noted that the President will have very limited
policy choices in the short term to enhance food security.

“The Philippines is the most food-insecure country in
emerging Asia due to its reliance on imported food to feed
its expanding population, and Marcos’ self-appointment (as
agriculture secretary) is a worrisome sign for his country’s

ey

[
Ly
- v

W

/;.n,

LIBRARY

cper-
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURF

PRGE:

I&, 2023
Bu

food self-sufficiency amid a looming crisis,” the articlenoted.
. Food is about 40 percent of our consumer price index and
we have the largest food trade deficitin the region, at about |
negative two percent of GDP in the past three years, the Carn-.
egie article reports. “The Philippines does not have tools, such |
as good protectionism, to help it through this crisis. Instead, it
falFs victim to other countries’ food nationalism, as the squeeze
on cFloba] supply impacts it most severely through shortages
and higher prices... : ; ‘
“And with a population expected to grow to from 110
million today to 145 million by 2050, the Philippines’ food
insecurity will remain an issue in the decades ahead... im-
proving food production to reduce exposure to volatile global
prices will be key to feeding the country’s rapidly growing
population.” :
Our big problem is the low productivity of our agricultural
sector. Farming methods are antiquated, the economics of
agriculture impoverish the farmers and the government is
focused mostly on rice. Arsenio Balisacan, the country’s chief

- economist said the more robust solution to food security chal-

lenges is boosting domestic agricultural production.

“We will do this through more investments in the food value
chain and research and development to enhance farm produc-
tivity and improve the efficiency of postharvest processes.
Getting (the) government to facilitate private investments in
marketing infrastructure, including storage, transport, and lo-
gistics, is crucial to achieving durable food security,” he added.

All of Balisacan’s prescriptions are easier said than done. The
President has not started to implement any of those things yet.

.- Iasked an agricultural economist how much of the basic

foodstuff we locally produce and this was his reply off the
top of his head: “rice, between 84 to 90 percent depending on
typhoon visits. For yellow corn only 60 percent. For chicken,
almost 95 percent pero pork, less than 70 percent. For tilapia,
almost 100 percent, bangus, less than 80 percent and all fish,
below 70 percent. For garlic only 10 percent, milk one percent,
and veﬁt‘etables are very seasonal.”

In other words, we are food import dependent because of
rapid population growth and low farm productivity. Those
are the challenges we have to meet.

Boo Chanco’s email address is bchanco@gmail.com. Follow
him on X (Twitter) @boochanco :
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‘DA begins holiday monitoring of agri prices

The Department of Agriculture and
other concérned government agen-
cies are closely monitoring the price
movements of agricultural products
in markets amid the expected upward
trend in the cost of food products dur-
ing the Christmas season, a DA official

said yesterday.

- Glenn Panganiban, Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI) director, said in a radio
interview that the DA’s agribusiness

and marketing assistance service or

AMAS is coordinating with the De-
partment of Trade and Indll.lstrv and

Department. of the Interior and Local
Government to ensure that unnecessary
spikes in retail prices of basic commodi-
ties during the so-called “Ber” months
are checked,

“We are closely monitoring the mar-

‘kets,” Panganiban said. “We are aware

that during the Christmas season, there
is a tendency for the prices (to goup).”
Aside from the expected high
demand for various farm products
during the holiday season, he said
typhoons might also affect the prices.
: Turn to Page 10

DA begins rnres

“During the last quarter of
the year, we are still being hit
by typhoons. As of now, we
are still in the letter I. We are

frequented by 20 typhoons

a year, so we expect more

climate disturbances,” Pan-

ganiban pointed out.’
He assured the public that

efforts are being made to up-

scale food production notenly
for palay, but also for other
high value crops.

No need to import

. slling labuyo
~ As for local chili or ‘siling
labuyo, the DA official said
despite a spike in retail prices
amid a shortage in supply
after. more than 100 hectares
of plantations were damaged
by recent typhoons and as
cost already reached as high
as P800 per kilo.
“The consumption of lo-

cal chili is not that big as it is °

onlv used for sauces. for other

there is “no need to import” -

spices and condiments but we
support our value industry
like local chili,” Panganiban
said. :

According to Panganiban,
the BPI is closely monitorin,
the production of local chili
with the expected demand this
Christmas.

“We are providing seeds

‘and encouraging our farm-

ers to expand production.
We also promote backyard
farming in the households,”
he added. ;

Based on monitoring of the
DA, local chili is sold between
P500. and P800 per kilo in

‘Metro Manila markets.

" Panganiban expressed con-
fidence that retail prices of
local chili will go down before
Christmas.

“Itis difficult to say exactly
how much the decrease or in-
crease (will be). If we will not
be hit by another typhoon, we
expect the prices to stabilize in
anticipation of the season,” he
said. — Bella Cariaso
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BOC ralds Warehouses
for allegedly smuggled rice

' The Bureau of Customs raided two

warehouses in Las Pifias and Cavite -

that were suspected of containing
smuggled rice.

Customs reported that the ware-
houses, located in Pulang Lupa, Las
Pinas, and Bacoor, Cavite, contained
rice products from Vietnam Thailand,
and China, with an estimated value of
PLO tm]hon.

“Prior to this mspect:on, an ex-
‘tensive investigation, surveillance,
and test purchases were carried out,"
the bureau said in a statement on

-Sunday, Sept. 17.

During the investigation, Customs
said it also discovered that the trad-
er was selling a 25-kilo sack of
Vietnamese rice for #1,320 in the
market, which is equivalent to $52.8
per k:lo

- “This price significantly exceeded
the Department of Agriculture's pre-
scribed range of P41-45 per kilo for
well-milled and regular-milled rice,”
the agency noted. :

- But Customs cited that the ware-
house owner claimed to be rice trad-

_ ers rather than importers.

In response, Customs operatives
requested the owner to provide proof
of payment of the correct duties and
taxes from their supplier or importer.

“Authorities granted the owner a
15-day period to submit the necessary
documentation to validate the legal-
ity of the importation of ‘the subject
sacks of rice and payment of correct
duties and taxes due thereon,” the
bureau said.

" The inspection, which took place
last Sept. 14, was conducted by the

L3 —

Customs bureau in collaboration with
its Intelligence and Investigation
Service, Enforcement and Security
Service, Port of Manila, Legal Service,
and the Philippine Coast Guard.

This developed as Senator Francis
“Chiz” Escudero urged the BOC to

" stop conducting raids and start fil-

ing charges against rice smugglers
and hoarders.

“Ang dami nang raids na ginawa
nitong mga nakaraang linggo, bakit
hanggang ngayon, wala pang kasong
isinasampa sa mga taong sangkot
(We have conducted so many raids
i ‘the past weeks, but until now,
why are there no charges still being
filed against those people involved?”
Escudero pointed out.

“Hindi tayo dapat nagtatapos sa
mga raids lamang. Naghihintay at
nagmamatyag ang taumbayan sa su-
sunod na hakbangin ng pamahalaan
(We shouldn’t stop at doing raids.
The people are waiting to see what
the government will do next),” he
pointed out. :

“Sampahan na agad ng kaso
ang mga dapat sampahan (Charges
should be filed against them im-
mediately). We should bring them
to the court of justice to prove that
this administration is resolute in
its campaign against rice cartel,”
Escudero said. :

The senator also said the BOC
should publicly disclose the names
of traders and operators whose
warehouses were raided by the gov-
ernment for tons of suspected smug-
gled rice. (Gabriell Christel Galang/
Hannah Torregoza)
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DILG, NCR coastal
L.GUs tackle issues on PH
fisheries regulations

By CHITO CHAVEZ

The Department of the Interior and
Local Government-National Capital
Region (DILG-NCR) met with officials
of coastal communities in Metro Manila
and discussed the issues affecting the
local fishing regulations.

The local coastal communities in-
cluded those in Las Pinas City, Manila,
Navotas City, Paranaque City, and
Pasay City.

Through the Manila Bay Clean-up
Rehabilitation and Preservation Pro-
gram — Regional Program Management
Team (MBCRP-PMT), the DILG and
select fisherfolks from the concerned
local government units (LGUs) had
a dialogue on the intricacies of the
Republic Act (RA) 8550, or the “The
Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998."’

“The fisherfolks were joined by
representatives from the Department
of Agriculture-Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR), Depart-
ment of the Environment and Natural
Resources — NCR (DENR — NCR), Phil-
ippine National Police (PNP)- Maritime
Group, and the Philippine Coast Guard-
Maritime Industry Authority (PCG-
MARINA),” the DILG-NCR noted.

Jason Boholano of the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BEAR)-NCR presented an overview of
RA 8550 as amended by RA 10654, fol -
lowed by a forum on the Fisheries Code.

In the meeting, the multi-sectoral

group also tackled issues pertaining to
DILG Memorandum Circular No.2023-
012 or the “Guidelines in the Enactment
and/or Updating of the Municipal/City
Fisheries Ordinance of Coastal Local
Government Units.

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)-NCR’s rep-
resentative Justin de Ramos provided
updates on the National Guidelines for
the Coastal Resource Management Plan
(CRMP) and the integration of CRMP in
the Comprehensive Development Plan
and Comprehensive Land Use Plan of
local jurisdictions.

Lt. Lorna L. Sison of the Philippine
National Police (PNP) Maritime Group
discussed the roles and responsibilities
of Fishery Law Enforcement Officers
and the requirements and processes
imposed by law enforcement agencies.

A dialogue between the fisherfolks
and the government fisheries bod-
ies also discussed issues relevant to
fisheries management, such as the
integration of the Coastal Resource
Management Plan in the Comprehen-
sive Development Plan and coastal laws
implemented by enforcement agencies.

“The Philippine Coast Guard MA-
RINA also shared relevant information
concerning their operations with LGUs
and the fisherfolk. The activity served
as aplatform to explore viable solutions
to the many challenges facing fisher-
folks in the coastal areas of NCR,"’ the
DILG added.
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ice imports likely to exceed
rolectlons due to El Nifio

By Adrian H. Halili
Reporter

RICE IMPORTS are expected
to surpass projections issued by
both the US and Philippine. Agn
culture _glepartments due to the
El Nifio-induced dry conditions,
analysts said.

Cahxto V. Chikiamco, Foun- .
dation for Economic Freedom
president, said that due to EI -
Nifio and the possibility of more
tyghoons this year, “it’s highly
likely tﬁt our imports will be "
‘higher than the DA (Department
of Agncultuge) forecastﬁ-

‘ent wéather ser-
'mce, kngwn,gs PAG, CPthp
1e Atmospheric, G¢ophysmal \
an Asitonom:ca] Sem s Ad-
mﬁstratloq) hﬂs sa;d at El'
;;sh]t@yto paaklniate 2023 &
note l‘om o

egt and - 4

lﬂll thé"

f‘; more §han the deficﬁ;"

“purted rice m

forecasted deficit withimore -
ports,” Mr. Chikiamco said in a
Viber message.

The US Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) said in its latest
Grain: World Markets and Trade
_report, that the Philippines is
p;ojected to import 3.8 million
metric tons (MT) during the mar-
keting year 2023-2024.

The Philippine DA, however,
said imports will be “much less”
than the USDA’s forecast.

“We expect to import much
less than USDA’s 3.8 million MT
pro]ected rice imports in- 2023.
This Mdmates that ihEVolume
we imported in 2022w much
ipoqﬂ.wi
S. Sebastian, DAunders*pcretary
for rice development said ina.
state nt.

‘Mr. Sebasti

A

add’eda,that “do- ;
mestiwnce productl
up to curb ﬁlé’ need

: “The uncértamtwa dePﬁnd‘: - Natior
 sources'  for our

mg on
lé"amﬁb%']l:lsh imee of im

es it unpera

for us to produce more locally,”
he said.

‘Rizal Commercial Banking
Corp. Chief Economist Michael
L. Ricafort said that the proposed
reduction of rice import tariffs,
which are des:gned to somewhat

‘temper lmports may also cause .

imports to surge. r‘;

reduction in rice import tariffs
would reduce the price of import-
ed rice, which could.furtherboost
‘demand for imported cheaper
rice varieties,” Mr. Ricafort said
ma iber
 TheDepartiont of Financh
(D0§) is proposing tozciiﬁth

ncé anﬁd a%urg

E: ]ji;okno smd
p&eﬂ a;ednctloh

The government imposed a
temporary price ceiling on reg-
ular-milled rice and well-milled
rice of P41 per kilogram and P45
per kilo, respectively.

Federation of Free Farmers

. National Manager Raul Q. Mon-~
- temayor aa‘id farmers may lose
~ billions because traders will offer
“The proposed temporary ;

Jower farmgate prices for their
harvest in response to competi-
tionfrom cheaperimports.
** Mr, Montemayor said during
a Tariff Commission hearing that
rice retail prices may fall by P7
per kilo if tariff rates are slashed.

“Ifrice prices go down by P7 per
kilo, the effect of that in palay (un-
milled rice) prices would be about
(adrop of) P4.44 per kilo,” he said.

“If there is a direct transmis-
sion in tariff reduction into a re-
duction in palay prices, multiply
that by palay production in 2022,
the farmer’s losses will be about
P88 billion in terms of reduced
income,” he added.

In 2022 palay production was
19,75 million MT. :
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SN Aboitiz Power,
deal for

By LENIE LECTURA ¥ @llectura

N ‘Aboitiz Power (SNAP) and the

National Irrigation Administra-

tion (NIA) will jointly undertake
a feasibility study for the Alimit multi-

purpose dam project.

Under the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) signed by NIA
Acting Administrator Eddie G. Guil-
lenand SNAP President JosephS. Yu,
both firms will jointly cooperate to
pursue the conduct of a study on the

feasibility of establishing the project
tobeusedforirrigation, flood reduc-
tion in the Province of Cagayan, and
additional hydropower generation
for the Luzon grid. The cooperation
is expected to provide additional

benefits for agriculture, aquacul-
ture, tourism and general industry
development.

SNAP, ajointventure of SN Power
of Norway and Aboitiz Power Corp.,
has long been reassessing its hydro
projectfollowingchallengesencoun-
tered in permitting process and grid
interconnection. .

“Actually, we've held back on Al-
imit given issues with the permit-
ting,” Aboitiz Power President Em-
manuel V. Rubio earlier said.

Rubio has said that the
390-megawatt (MW) Alimit Hy-
dropower Complex has not been
cancelled but there had been tech-
nical issues that affected the proj-

t dam project

ect’sviability. Once theseissuesare
resolved, he said the Alimit project
would help alleviate flooding in
Northern Luzonbecauseit can trap
certain amounts of water.

“It will not prevent flooding,
but at least it would help allevi-
ate flooding; and that's the new
track we're evaluating with the
government

TheNIAandSNAPhavelongbeen
partnersin the operation of thelarg-
estmultipurposedamin the country,
the Magat dam. This venture is con-
sidered vitalin the agricultural pro-
ductivityof RegionIland the country
and in the generation of electricity

for the Luzon grid. .
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‘Expiry of anti-dumping duties on

Turkish flou

By ANDREA E. SAN JUAN
Y @andreasanjuan

LOUR millers ‘are pushing
for the extension of the anti-
dumping duties on Turkish

wheat flour, which “poses a threat”
to the domestic industry.

The Philippine Association of .,
Flour Millers Inc. (Pafmil) said A

Manila should not allow the anti-
dumping duties on wheat flour
from Turkey to expire.

“The expiration of the anti-
dumping duties would enable
Turkish firms which had exited
the market due to an inability to
compete at their normal prices to
regain their foothold in the Phil-
ippines and regain market share
to the detriment of fairly priced
exporters and local producers,”
according to the staff report of
Pafmil presented at the hearing
organized by the Tariff Commis-
sion last Friday.

“While the Philippines’s sig-
nificance as an export market
for Turkish wheat flour has less-
ened through the years due to
the anti-dumping duties that are
imposed; the Philippines will re-
main a highly attractive market,”
it added.

Local four millers claimed
that there is a “well-established”
trading relationship between the
Philippines and Turkey. More-
over, they said there is increas-
ing domestic demand for wheat
flour end-products, such as
bread and pastries, which means
that competitively priced wheat
flour from Turkey will remain “a
strong option.”

During the hearing, Rodolf
Britanico, counsel for petition-
er Pafmil, cross-examined the
oppositor, the Southeast Ana-

. tolian Exporters’ Association,
which was represented by Giilden
Bozdeniz.

Britanico questioned Bozden-
iz's presentation, saying there is
“no evidence on continuation/
recurrence of injury.” To support
this claim, Bozdeniz displayed

a graph that showed the Philip-
pines’s wheat flour imports from
Turkey declined to 3,697 metric
tons (MT) in 2022 from 116,592
MT in 2015. ;

Further, Bozdeniz said that
from 2015 to 2020, four Turk-
ish exporters were excluded from
the orjder. After 2020, she said
that out of 17 companies, one ex-
porter had been excluded and 8
exporters have dumping margins
below 6 percent.

In response, Britanico pointed
out that the Philippines imposed
the anti-dumping duty on Turk-
ish wheat flour from 2015 to
2020, the same period shown on
the graph displayed on the pre-
sentation of Bozdeniz.

The imposition of the anti-
dumping duty on Turkish wheat
flour was extended for another
three years or until later this
year. It is set to expire on Octo-
ber 27, nearly eight years since
the Philippine government had
determined the necessity of
implementing the trade remedy
to protect the local flour milling
industry.

The counsel for the local flour
millers said, “I just want to put
it to you that the decrease or de-
cline of Turkish exports to the
Philippines is a result of the anti-
dumping duties.”

Britanico cited Section 19
of the Implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR) of Republic
Act 8752 or the Anti-Dumping
Act of 1999 which states: “An
expiry review shall be initi-
ated when there is sufficient
evidence that the expiry of the
definitive anti-dumping duty
would likely result in a continu-
ation or recurrence of dumping
and injury.” |

“Such a likelihood may be indi-
cated, for example, by evidence of
continued dumping and injury or

‘evidence that the removal of in-

jury is partly or solely due to the
existence of the duty or evidence
that the circumstances of the for-
eign exporters, or market condi-

r to hurt local industry’

tions, are such that these would
indicate the likelihood of further
injurious dumping,” the provision
further noted.

Britanico asked Bozdeniz why
she did not show the chart of the
situation before the imposition of
anti-dumping in 2014.

“For your information, Ms.
Bozdeniz, this was the situation
before any anti-dumping mea-
sures were imposed by the Tariff
Commission and the Department
of Agriculture of the Philippines.
As it-shows, the dumping of Tur-
key rose from 2011 up to 2014
he said. .

Britanico presented a graph
which he obtained from the Bu-
reau of Customs (BQC), show-
ing the surge in Turkish flour"
exports to the Philippines to
143,160 MT in 2014, from
16,721 MT in 2008.

“It was only in 2015 which was
actually reflected in your graph
that it went down. And [ appre-
ciate your discussion about how
this dumping went down from
2015.However I would like to re-
peat ...that the decline was due to
the imposition of the anti-dump-
ing,” Britanico said.

Anti-dumping is a trade rem-
edy allowed under World Trade
Organization agreements. It
permits a state to impose ad-
ditional duties on products that
are being exported at a price
that is lower than the prevail-
ing market price in the country
of origin. The anti-dumping du-
ties allow the price of exported
product to be at parity with its
home market price level.

Under the extended measure,
the Philippines imposed anti-
dumping duties on Turkish wheat
flour of up to 29.57 percent, de-
pending on the exporter. (Re-
lated story: https://BUSINESS-
MIRROR.com.ph/2023/09/14/
flour-millers-buck-lifting-of-
anti-dumping-duties/?fbclid=I
wAR20An3YUXk1M7QCy8XCW
11NQNoQORuqqOZfNwsyxHtY-
DON-3PZfBXPkQd8)
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P40M imported rice
sold at higher prices

AN ESTIMATED P40 million
worth of imported rice that is be-
ing sold at higher than regulated
prices were discovered in two ware-
houses in Pulang Lupa, Las Pifias,
and Bacoor, Cavite, last Thursday.

A team from ‘the Bureau of:

Customs” Intelligence and Inves-
tigation Service, Enforcement and
Security Service, and Legal Service,
the Philippine Coast Guard, ‘and

“barangay officials made the in-

spection. it l5ap 18t
The rice came from Vietnam,
Thailand and China.
- During the investigation, it
was discovered that the trader
was selling a 25-kilo sack of Viet-
namese rice for P1,320in the
market; equivalent to P52!8 ‘per
kilo. The price is higher than the

Department of Agriculture’s (DA)
prescribed range of P41 for well-
milled and P45 for regular-mllled
rice.

The warehouse owner said they
were not importers but rice trad-
ers. In response, customs opera-
tives requested the owner prov;de
proof of payment of correct duties
and taxes from theu' suppher or

‘importer.

‘Authorities gave the owner 15
days to submit the necessary docu-
ments to validate the legality of the
importation and payment of the
correct duties and taxes." ;
- The inspection was in line with
the directive of President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. to intensify efforts

 against rice smuggling, hoarding

and illicit tmdmg - TMT

Page

of



The Manila Times”

i1 8 SEP 2023 /
Date: .
7 LIBRARY

i

DEPT. QF AF’RICULTURE

AGRIBUSINESS KEY TO SUSTAINABLE RICE PRODUCTION

,_.INVES'I'ING in agnculture and focusing
on agribusiness could lead to sustainable
rice production in the country, a former

Agriculture chief said.

Guesting at the Business and Politics
show hosted by The Manila Times CEQ

. Dante “Klink” Ang 2nd, former Agricul-
ture secretary William Dar said it was

time to treat farming and ﬁshmg as an
.agnbusmessvgnture i | 43UDIN-2E
“We need to elevate our mindset in

treating agriculture [as] an agribusiness

- venture. Otherwise, as we said before, sub- -

sistence farming [with] 1 hectare average. ..

- will lead to backyard agriculture, " said Dar. -
' He also considered agribusiness as a way:.
* chain much more,” Dar said.

“to boost the farming industry.

- Dar cited the importance of farm clus-
tering. “Production can be handled much
Dbetter in terms of increasing productivity

~ per unit area by the farmers. Then the co-

. operatives will handle the market, and we'll

handle the agribusiness opportumttes for

‘the group,” he said.

~ The farmers will be much more produc-

.'tive and earn a higher income “because

they are now lookmg at the whole value

- Hesaid investing, particularly in irrigation
infrastructure, could improve the long-term
sustainability of rice production.

~ “Rice production is dependent on wa- *
ter ... we still need to develop irrigation -

systems good for’ ‘I ml]llon hectares,

- he said. ' R 16T

JThe N at.Ional Imganon Admmlstranon
(NIA) could only irrigate around 35,000

 hectares of farmlands every year, way be-
‘low the 1 million hectare target.

" The government can reach the target

- within the next five years through pnvate-

public partnerships, he said.
Dar also noted that bulldlng more

)'RlceAz :
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farm-to-market roads could boost
agricultural productivity.

“With more farm-to-market
roads, you can encourage more
production not only in rice but for
other crops, high-value crops, fruit
trees, plantation crops,” he said.

Dar said there are other crops
with market potential, such as
cacao, coffee and coconut.

Among the factors affecting
the local rice situation are India’s
export ban on white rice and Viet-
nam’s plans to tighten rice exports,
Dar said.

“There has been panic, and so
there is now the existing price cap
implemented by the government,
but everyone is also aware that
there are consequences of this

price gap,” he said.

" Farmers get P20 per kilo of pa-
+ lay, and with the current rice price
cap, the per-kilo price of palay is
down to P14 to P16.

“The global rice market is a very
thin market, about 5 to 6 percent
of global production,” he said.

“So if China is affected and
other countries are affected, really
we will also be greatly affected as
an importing country,” Dar said.

He said he is for lowering tariffs
to manage the price of rice.

Through the Rice Tariffication Law
(RTL), imported rice from Asean
countries bears a 35 percent tariff.

“Now, | wouldn't believe that
because the very objective of the
tariff is to really collect for the rice
farmers,” Dar said.

About P17 billion was collected

‘|
Date: 02

Page:
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out of the tariff, and P10 billion is
being allocated annually for the
Rice Competitiveness Enhance-
ment Fund (RCEF).

Dar said the remaining P7 bil-
lion can be given as assistance to
the rice farmers tilling less than
two hectares.

He said the farming industry needs

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

B Former Agriculture secretary William Dar with ‘Business and Politics’ host Dante ‘Klink’ Ang 2nd. PHOTO BY

to be more robust if it is to benefit
from the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP).

“I think again, the name of the
game for RCEP is competitive-
ness... in terms of leveling up your
productivity and being globally
competitive,” he said.

The country must also bring

Page of

down production costs, he said.
“We need to up our game in
terms of our export orientation,”
Dar said. “That’s where most
of the Asean countries now are
ahead of us, because they have
eyes on the export potential for
their respective countries.”
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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New hope for makapuno growers in Calabarzon
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BY RENATO U. SOLIDUM JR.
SECRETARY OF
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY .

i l (AHIT ano namangmmsunu-

mahlmp eh; ‘yung pas-

Sion ng. bawat namumuno ng ahen-

sya, ay maging passion din ng lahat
— kasama kaming mga farmers:”.

These are the words of Joel

Arandela, awarded as the Best

Makapuno Island Farmer in Alabat,

during the 2nd National Maka-
puno Summit in 2020, when he
gave his tesnmony and showcased
his. fatm interventions dunng the,
Makapuno Farmers Training on
Proper. Embryo-Cultured Maka—
puno (ECM) Farm Mmagemem

and Méﬁapuno Food [’rocessmg'

on April 12-13, 2023

Arandela- his journey of
growing, and culhvatmg his farm
eversmcethepro]ectbegan.m 2017.,

How it began

{n 2009, the Southern Tagalog.
Consortium for Industry and
Energy Research and Develop-
ment (STCierd) joined hands
with the Department of Science
and Technology (DoST)-Cala-
~ barzon to enhance the maka-
puno value chain and revitalize
its industry in the region.
In the process of establlshmg

the Makapuno Production and

Processing Roadmaps, it has been
found that this high-value com-
modity holds pogennal not just

in the food industry but also in .

the cosmetics and pharmaceutical
' mdustnes Because of its grow-
ing demand in the market, the
nass propagation of makapuno
through embryo-culture technol-
ogy has been strengthened.

* In 2017, the project titled “Es-
tabhshment of Embryo-C;ﬂtured

‘Makapuno (ECM) Island. in the

Mummpahues of Alabat, Quezon

and Perez in Quezon Provmce g

was proposed aiming to estab-
hsh a Makapuno Island that
would showcase it as a high- value
¢rop and sxgmﬁcantly contribute

to the island’s economy and

eventually to the country.

In fact, the Calabarzon Reglon
(Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal
and Quezon) is blessed with
ihe AlQueRez Island (Alabat,

,,,,,, AR AN S e aknT

M Science and Tédmnlogy Secretary nenato Solidum Jr.DOST PHOTO

province because it has the con-
ditions and resources for growing
ECM. This is seen as the first-
ever “Makapuno Island” in the

. country that will be the prime

producer of makapuno and can
significantly address the increas-

ing demands for this commodity.
. DoST-Calabarzon, together ;

wnh the Philippine Coconut
Authority (PCA),, Philippine
Coconut Research and Develop-
ment Foundation. Inc. (PCRDE),
Department of Agriculture Re-
gwnal Field O,t;ﬁce 4A (Darfo 4A),

bor and Employment 4A (DoLE
4A), National Irrigation Admin-

istration 4A (NIA 4A), Philippine |

Chambex of Commerce. (PCC),
Office of the Provincial Agricul-
turist, (OPA) Quezon, Southern,

“Luzon State Umvér‘klty (SLS‘LI]

and Dfﬁce of Rep Angelina Tan
of the House ofrkep;esemanves,
continues to collaborate. with the
1ocal emment units (LGUs) of
Alabat, Quezon and Perez, Que-
zon to further this cause: .

The mteragency efforts and ini-
tiatives to strel}gthen the maka-
puno industry are paramount to
capacitating its stakeholders and
revitalizing the makapuno indus-
try in the whole region.

Eﬁiergihg,higheval'ue crOb

Mylene Cuhng, Lhe OIC muruc-
ipal agriculture officer of LGU-
Alabat, mentioned the difference
in value between makapuno and
anormal coconut. She sa1¢ “Mal-
aki ang economic value ng maka-
puno, may potential talaga ang
beneficiary kumita, unlike coconut

kapag duman:u ang supply —
for examp]e, yung copra — ay
babagsak ang presyo. Ang, market
natin for makapuno ay available
naman, ang kauiangan lang talaga,
ay ma-sustain natin ‘yun.”

Do you know that the value
of makapuno lies not only in its
potential for the food industry but
also in its capability to be utilized
in non-food products? The project,

' "’I‘eclmqlogy Commercialization of

Makapuno Products (Galactoman
nan’ and Powder) as Immediate

5.31 nf;graqe.and I@“‘ﬂx} Raw Materials,” implemented the
41\ U-”TI 4A), Department of La-

pilot testing and commercialization
of makapuno products, including.
Makapuno Liquid Endosperm
(MLE), Makapuno Galactomannan
and Makapuno Powder for R&D. In
fact, under the project, the PCRDE,
under its project leader, Vermelyn
Evangelista, has developed various
cosmetic products from makapuno
galactomannan, such as lotion,
cream and exfoliating soap. PCRDF
has also established processing
protocols for these products and is.
currently wqumg on protecting the,
intellectual property (IP) of these
technologies. In addition, tests were
done for the dietary fiber content of -
makapuno galac(omannan and the
hypoaﬂ ity.of the developed
makapuno lotion, which both gar- +
nered posmve results with promis-

- ing potential for s!?mpgoﬂucmw

In 2018, QIR Pharma Sci- -
ences 1Inc., led by its president,
Ma. Teresa Vergara, signified
its intent to adopt the estab-.
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Embryo-Cultured Makapuno
(ECM)" and “Operationaliza-
tion of Makapuno Research and
Development, Resource and
Innovation Center (MRDRIC)"
were virtually launched during

the 2nd, National Makapuno:
Summit. The MRDRIC aims to
strengthen the regional maka-

~ puno research, development . -

and extension (RDE) networkin,

the region and formulate an up-
dated makapuno RDE agenda.

Current developments,
and plans

As a component of the project, .
the training conducted on April
12-13, 2023, brought together
abou,t a total of 60 participants, .
comprising ECM farmers from
Alabat Island, representatives

from government agenaes, \

NGOs, MSMEs and the academe.
Technical experts from the ;

PCA, the SLSU and the PCRDF

and Sunlight Food Corp., a
private company, share various .
lectures to engage farmer-learners:
in municipalities within Quezon
province on matters of ECM
planting, intercropping, envi-
ronmental protection, integrated,
farming; pest and disease man-
agement, developed products
from the Makapuno Galactoman-
nan, and thakapuno processing.
‘Through farmers' training and
development, makapuno grow-
ers on the island are empowered
to realize their critical role in
}boostmg the ma.kapuﬁo mdﬁstry
in the country. At the same time,
they are also encouraged to begin
and continue their commitment
to nurturing their own seedlings.
A farmer-beneficiary by, the .
name of Nelson Omila from
Quezon, Quezon, - remlnded
his fellow makapuno growers,
“Kapag nagtanim ka ng mga
ganitong product, dapat isa-puso.
natin bilang farmer para qual-
ity ang kalalabasan. Ipagpatuloy
natin ang pagtatanim para sa
kinabukasan ng mga anak natin.”
Moving forward, to support
the current initiatives for ECM,
the interagency collaborators
plan to establish a centralized
processing facility on Alabat

Island, which will act as the

main dlsmbutor of harvested

ECM nuts from the island to

' target markets and processors
in other parts of the country.

lished technologies of PCRDE

'through the conduct of com--

mitment signing with, DoST
Calabarzon and. PCRDF The
company. laul;lched Maka-Pnoy
Inc, a t;osme,uc trader that will
prpduce;he cosmetic products
As of now.,the galac;orpannan
ez;fohaung.soap is the only
produt;t w1tl'ga prototype. apd. an

-----
..... e |

Productlye., pass
cooperatlve network

Furthermore, a tissue culture
laboratoty is also planned to be
established on theisland for the
propagation of ECM plantlets
for planting and will also cater
to clients that wish to venture
into makapuno planting. .

DoST—,Calabarédn is one of the
regional offices of the Depart-

- ment of Science and Technol-

ogy and is/located at Jamboree
. Road, Barangay Timugan, Los
~Bafios, Laguna. For more:in-,

formatio_n, you may visit it on

} A study puhllshgd by the Phll-

\ippine Journal of Science said,
“Only people with higher levels
‘of income can afford to plant
akagunp coconut’ since an
emb u-mlmredmakapuno (mw-
tro-cultured) seedling is expensive.
Culing also shared, “May
‘kamahalan talaga ang isang
seedling at mag-i-i-start ka mag;

aral\s'a‘l'aﬁat ng as;jelo Kaya’
mahalaga na makita namin

ang commitment ng farmers sa

pagtatanim ng mga blmblgay

‘nating, seedlmgs sa kanila.”
Aside from forgmg partner-

ships with agencies and es-

tabl;shmg support. from the
mdustry, coordm;mng ‘with
those at different levels of. the

valug chaln, is gqually impor-
tant, The government, together,

w1gh a strategic and synergistic

netwo:k of makapuno growers,
Processors, dlsmbutors and re-_‘
taﬂexs. is keen on strengthemng_
cooperauon among stakehold-

ers to achleve thls endeavor

Ever since Makappnp Island;
Iaunched in 2018, DoST- Caja- !

barzon, in. close coordmatxon
‘with .,Qrmect parmars, has been
conducting a series of initiatives,
including the delivery of ECM
seedlings, monitoring of ECM
planting sites, holding consulta-

tiy grn.eetmg with focal officials,

training

puno gl'OWEI‘ s on

the island, rewemng and updat-
ing the roadmapsr and continu-

ously developing a and [promoting
both innovative ma.lfapuno food
and non- food products.
When the pandemichit, these
efforts were ensured. to be im-
plemanted — even, strength

ened —

f the DoST-funded .
'Technolqu Pllonq,g; of a Tis-,

sue Culture Growth Chamber of

Ma_ss Propagation:of Coffee -and' :

to, adapt to. the “new
no,rmal" modes of mte:acuo,q. :

Facebook at facebook.com/
dostcalabarzon or on the web-
site www.region4a.dost.gov.ph.
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Study on Alimit hydro project set

THE National Irrigation Admin-
istration (NIA) signed a memo-/

randum of understanding on the
conduct of feasibility study for the
Alimit multipurpose dam project
in in Ifugao Province with SN
Aboitiz Power (SNAP).

The agreement signed last week
calls for the determination of the
feasibility of the project that is
expected to be used for irrigation,
flood reduction in the province of
Cagayan and additional hydropow-
er generation for the Luzon Grid.

NIA said the Alimit project will
benefit agriculture, aquaculture,

tourism and industry.

SNAP which is a joint venture
between AboitizPower and Not-
wegian renewable power producet,
SCATEC ASA, originally planned
the Alimit hydropower complex.
The first phase involves the con-
struction of a 120 megawatts (MW)
Alimit plant and a 20 MW Olilicon
plant at a cost of $450 to $550
million.

The second phase is a 250 MW
Alimit pump storage hydro facility.

The Alimit hydro project was ear-
lier put on hold due to issues related
to permitting and powet lines.
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Improved fish catch expected in Zamboanga

ADVANCING the closed fishing
season for sardines in the waters
off the Zamboanga peninsula is
expected to further improve local
fish stocks, according to the Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR).

Starting this year, waters of
Fast-Sulu Sea, Basilan Strait and
Sibuguey Bay will be closed to
sardine fishing from November 15
to February 15 simultaneous to the
implementation of closed fishing
season for small pelagics including
sardines in the Visayan sea.

Previously, closed fishing sea-

son in the Zamboanga peninsula
was from December to March 1.
Nazario Briguera, BFAR spokes-
person, told reporters last week
moving up the schedule will create
“a positive impact in terms of the
repopulation scheme of sardines.”
The agency could not say the ad-
ditional volume this would generate.
BFAR said a research con-
ducted under the National Stock
Assessment Program and the Na-
tional Fisheries Research and De-
velopment Institute in Zamboanga
Peninsula showed the spawning
period of mature sardines peaks

from October to January.

The agency added BFAR Ad-
ministrative Circular number 225
series of 2014 allows for a regular
review on the implementation of
the closed season to determine
the best management strategy that
would ensure the sustainability and
conservadon of sardines.

Based on latest data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority,
agriculture production value in the
country dropped 1.3 percentin the
second quarter of the year pulled
down by fisheries which declined
14.2 percent during the period.

Page

The fisheries subsector was
the only variable that recorded a
drop in the second quarter, down
14.2 percent in value of produc-
tion at constant 2018 prices for
the period. It contributed P58.81
billion or 13.8 percent of the total
agricultural output.

Production declines were ob-
served for bigeye tuna, skipjack,
fimbriated sardines, grouper, yel-
lowfin tuna, sapsap, milkfish, blue
crab, squid, mud crab, frigate tuna,
bisugo, alumahan, tilapia, talakitok,
tamban, matangbaka and seaweed.
-Jed Macapagal
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PhilMech urged to use

~ budget wisely, buy
more farm equipment

Aneophytesolonisurgingthe
Philippine Center for Posthar-
vestDevelopmentand Mecha-

nization (PhilMech) to effi-
cientlyuse theirbudgetforthe

procurement of more farm
equipment.

AGRIParty-listRep. Wilbert -
T. Lee said the lack of farm

gﬁﬁpmentand -harvestfa-
ilities affect the agricultural
workers’ productionand a fac-
tor in the soaring food prices.

“Sapag-iikotkosaatingban-
sa, isa po salaging pinoproble-
mang aﬁn%g‘opaaﬁv'es,and
mechanization. Bukod sa on
timenapagdatingngayudapara

safarm inputs, ito ang pinaka-

hinihintaynilapara pataasinang -
kanilan, progmics;yon at kita,"

Lee said in a statement.
According to Lee, for 2022
the agency still has a P8 billion
budget and P5 billion from the

RCEF.

“This19th Congress, Lee filed
*HouseBillNo.3958 or the “Post-
HarvestFacilities Support Act”
compelling the government to
constructand provide post-har-
vest facilities across the coun-
try, especially in agricultural
areas, tolower post-harvestpro-
duction losses and increase the
income of agriculture workers.

: * Jester Manalastas
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SINAG: Price cap sa bigas, pwede
nang alisin sa sunod na mga linggo

Kumpiyansa ang grupong Samahang Industriya
ng Agrikultura (SINAG) na maaari nang alisin ng
pamahalaan ang ipinatutupad na price cap sa bigas
sa susunod na ilang linggo.

Ayon kay SINAG Chairman Rosendo So, nagsi-
simula na ang anihan ng palay kaya't inaasahan na
nila ang unti-unting pagbaba at pagbalik sa normal
ng presyo ng bigas.

Ani So, ngayong anihan hanggang sa Disyembre
ay maaari na ring maibalik ang presyo ng bigas sa
P43 hanggang P44 kada kilo kahit pa hindi'na mag-
angkat ng bigas o babaan ang taripa. -

“Samantala, ayon naman sa Department of Ag-
riculture (DA), isa talaga ang pa dami ng suplay
dahil sa panahon ng anihan sa iku onsidera nila sa
pag-aalis na ng rice price cap. -

Anang DA, magandang indicator na may mga
retailers na sa ngayon ang nagbebenta ng bigas na
mas mababa sa price cap na P41 para sa regular-
milled rice at P45 para sa well-milled rice. -

Tiniyak din ng DA na mahigpit nilang minomoni-
tor ang mga indicators upang makapagbigay ng
informed recommendation kay Pang. Ferdipand
Marcos Jr. kung kailan talaga maa.a‘nng-‘tanggalin
ang price cap sa bigas. (Mer Layson)

—
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Escudero: File charges
‘vs rice smugglers, hoarders

By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

Two weeks after the confiscation
of suspected smuggled imported rice
worth P505 million in Bulacan, the
Bureau of Customs (BOC) failed to
file charges against those involved,
Sen. Francis Escudero said.

Escudero challenged the BOC
to immediately file charges against
traders suspected of smuggling and
hoarding rice, which led to the arti-
ficial shortage of the food staple and
price spikes in recent months.

“The number of raids that have
been done in recent weeks, why
until now, no charges have been

filed against the people involved?” -

he said.
. Escudero also criticized the BOC
leadership for their failure to disclose

to the public the names of tradersand

operators whose warehouses were
raided by government authorities
for tons of suspected smuggled rice.

He stressed the need to file cases
and bring these economic saboteurs
to court to serve as a warning that
the government is indeed serious in

its campaign against smugglers and

hoarders.

“We should not end with raids
alone. The people are waiting and
watching for tlge next initiative of

the government. Charges will be-

filed immediately against those who
should be charged. We should bring
“them to the court of justice to prove
* that this administration is resolute in
its campaign against the rice cartel,”
Escudero said.

He noted that Republic Act 10845
or the Anti-Agricultural Smuggling
Act of 2016 considers large-scale
smuggling of agricultural products
as economic sabotage, and involves
“at least P1 million worth of sugar,
corn, pork, poultry, garlic, onion, car-
rots, fish, and cruciferous vegetables,
in their raw state, or which have
undergone the simple processes of
preparation and preservation for the
market, or aminimum of P10 million
worth of rice, as valued by BOC.”

“How come up to now there have
been no cases filed? Why haven’t
I heard anyone sued for economic
sabotage or something? Who owns
these warehouses? Who are the
people involved?” the senator asked.

On Aug. 24, the customs bureau
inspected three warehouses in Bu-
lacan and found these stocked with
suspected smuggled imported rice
worth P505 million. The warehouses,
located inside the Intercity Industrial

Complex in Balagtas, Bulacan, were

sealed and guarded.

On Sept. 15, the BOC-Port of Zam-
boanga seized some 42,180 sacks of
rice worth P42 million in Barangay
San Jose Gusu, after authorities
discovered that the goods were not
covered by the requisite sanitary and
phytosanitary import clearance from
the Bureau of Plant Industry.

Aside from calling on the immedi-
ate filing of cases against the hoard-
ers, Escudero said the government
should also update the public on the
development of these cases in the
spirit of transparency.

“These are the questions they
should be able to ahswer now:-Who
oversees the disposition and how
will it be disposed? What will they

~ do with the confiscated rice?” he said.

Congress
intervention sought

Farmers’ group Samahang In-
dustriya ng Agrikultura (SINAG)
executive director Jayson Cainglet
yesterday called on Congress to in-
tervene in the impending tariff cut on
rice imports, saying while the Tariff
Commission conducted a consulta-
tion with stakeholders, the reduc-
tion to 10 percent from the current
35 percent is already a “done deal.”

In an interview with The STAR,
Cainﬁlet added that various groups
will hold a caravan on Monday to
continue to demand the removal of
Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno
and Socioeconomic Planning Sec-
retary Arsenio Balisacan from their
respective posts, who are the main
proponents of the reduction of tariffs
on imported rice.

“Just like confidential funds, the
Tariff Commission never released
its findings (on tariff cut Eetition). It
was zero-eight in the last five years,”
Cainglet said, referring to the favor-
able decision of the Tariff Commis-
sion on the tariff cuts on imported
products. .

On Friday, the Tariff Commission
held a hearing on the petition to
temporarily cut rice import tariffs,
as various peasant groups expressed
their unilateral position on the move.

“We are not expecting much,”
Cainglet added. ;

He noted that during the hearing,
the Foundation for Economic Free-
dom (FEF), the proponent of tariff
cut, failed to justify the petition.

“The FEF did not present data to
justify their petition. Their data was
only until 2022. There are no actual
figures on imports, production and
projected harvest. They cannot even

- will happen

answer (if) the rice being imported
are mainly high-grade rice. They
cannot rebut that there is no rice
shortage. Th;afy only replied, “what

if there is a typhoon,””
Cainglet said.

Diokno has backed the need to
temporarily cut rice import tariffs
as early as October in a bid to arrest
the continued surge in prices of the
commodigr.

“I asked them if the Executive Or-
der number 30 is wrong, as its basis
is hoarding and price manipulation
while the basis of their petitionis the
global market,” Cainglet noted.

Cainglet said that the Senate and
the House of Representatives should
stop the approval of the tariff cut.

“Ttis the work of Congress. We are
also asking Congress to intervene as
the tariff modification is the function
of the legislature,” he added.

According to Cainglet, Diokno
and Balisacan should be stopped
from favoring the importers over
the farmers.

“It is an insult that every year, an
executive order is issued while Con-
gress is in recess,” he noted.

At the same time, Cainglet X
pressed hope that President Marcos

will listen to the calls of various farm-
ers after they urged the Chief Execu-
tive to replace Diokno and Balisacan.

“We hope the President will listen
to us,” he said.

Ajoint statement signed by mem-
bers of SINAG, Federation of Free
Farmers, Philippine Confederation of
Grains Associations, Kilusang Mag-

‘bubukid ng Pilipinas, Pambansa.nF

Mannalon, Mag-uuma, Magbabau
Magsasaka n% Pilipinas and National
Movement for Food Sovereignty
backed the removal of both Diokno
and Balisacan.

Cainglet said that a protest cara-
van will be held to express the united
opposition against the procf:osed tariff
cut on imported rice and to call for
the removal of Diokno and Balisacan.
Various groups will conduct protest
actions in front of the FEF at the

Philippine Social Science Center in-

Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon
City before they proceed to the Office
of the Philippine Tariff Commission
in West Insula Condominium, 135
West® Avenue, near EDSA intersec-
tion; Office of the Federation of Filipi-
no Chinese Chambers Of Commerce
and Industry at Federation Center,
Mouelle de Binondo, Manila; and Of-
fice of the Department of Finance at
the BSP Complex, Roxas Boulevard,
Manila. —With Bella Cariaso
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shows the rice confiscated by the BOC during a raid on a warehouse In Las Pifias
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Caraga rice retailers receive cash assistance

The Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) said all 100-percent
verified micro rice retailers in the
Caraga region has already received
P15,000 cash assistance.

The DTI and the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) continue to conduct subsidy
payouts as of Thursday, Sept. 14.

A total of 38 eligible beneficiaries

~ from Butuan City, Surigao City, Tan-
dag City, and San Francisco in Agusan
* del Sur received P15,000 each through
the DSWD’s Sustainable Livelihood
Program (cash assistance for micro
rice retailers), as assisted by the DTL
~ The beneficiaries expressed grati-
tude to the government as the subsidy
provides them financial aid while
working with the government in the
implementation of Executive Order
No. 39. ;

Marivic Araa, one of the benefi-

ciaries from Agusan del Sur said, “the
subsidy is already a great help as this
will help us purchase more sacks of
rice, retaining the compliance to the
imposed price ceiling. The money will
be used to add to the capital of our
retail store.”

Meanwhile, Mercedita Sanora of
Butuan City encouraged fellow retail -
ers to comply with the price ceiling.
“I am very thankful for the cash
assistance that we received because
it will greatly help us recover from

_our losses. This is a huge help to us.

Since this is an order that has been
implemented, even though we are just
small retailers, we will follow what
the EO requires,” she said.

DTI Caraga continues to conduct
price monitoring and validation of
eligible beneficiaries for the succeed-
ing payout schedules. (Ma. Joselie C.
Garcia) v i ¥
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The rice cartel makes
the whole nation suffer

r l YHE Rice Tariffication Law (RTL)—Republic Act 11203—was

Ster- 1%, 2023
PRes. A

signed in 2019 to bring down the price of rice and help farm-

ers who would be hurt by the removal of quantitative restrie-
tions on imported rice. Under the RTL, our rice farmers were as- :
sured they will remain protected by a relatively high tariff wall of 35
percent to 40 percent. 1 :

The Neda said the Rice Tariffication Law is the best model that we have
to help both farmers and consumers. By removing quantitative restrictions,
Neda said RTL will be able to address both the needs of consumers for alower
retail price of rice and use the tariff revenueés to fund the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) that will provide assistance to farmers."

Farmers were vigorously against the rice tariffication measure when it was
being debated in Congress. However, President Duterte’s economic team was
united in its vision to reform the rice sector. Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel
Pifiol was the lone voice opposing the measure. But his fellow Cabinet mem-
bers and finally the President were persuasive in convincing Pifiol about the
economic benefits of their proposal. it AL ¢

Farmer groups said the RTL made their situation worse. Long on promises,
the RTL miserably failed to bring down the price of rice. “Analysis of data from
the Philippine Statistics Authority revealed that consumers saved a measly
P52 per year during the first three years of the Rice Tariffication Law, which
opened up the domestic market to unlimited volumes of cheap imports,” the
Federation of Free Farmers said. %

When the rice cartel started hoarding after India announced a rice export
ban, rice prices skyrocketed. In response to surgingrice prices, President Mar-
cos imposed a price ceiling of P41 per kilo for regular milled rice and P45 per
kilo for well-milled rice. : :

The Tariff Commission on Friday held a public hearing on the proposed
reduction of rice import tariff rates. The Department of Finance wants to cut -
the 35 percent rice import tariff rates “temporarily to 0 percent or maximum
of 10 percent to arrest the surge in rice prices.” ;

Various groups called the hearing a farce. In a statement, the Samahang
Industriya ng Agrikultura, Federation of Free Farmers (FFF), Philippine Con-
federation of Grains Associations, Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, Pam-
bansang Mannalon; Mag-uuma, Magbabaul, Magsasaka ng Pilipinas, and
National Movement for Food Sovereignty, called the hearing “a sham public
consultation.” : - '

Raul Montemayor, FEF national manager, said “the exercise is designed to
make it appear that stakeholders are being consulted on the proposal.” But
the timing stinks because farmers are about to harvest the main season crop,
and rice prices will naturally go down: 3% 3163

“Encouraging additional imports through tariff reduction will further
depress palay prices and discourage farmers from expanding their future
production, thereby making the country even more dependent on imports,”
Montemayor said. e Ly

At an average landed cost of P27.34 per kilo of imported rice, he said the
tariff at 35 percent is P9.57 per kilo, while at 10 percent rate the tariff will
go down to P2.73 per kilo. Should the rate be slashed to 10 percent, the tariff
reduction would be about P6.83 per kilo. “So, the potential reduction in the
price of rice is about P7 per kilo. If we assume that rice prices go down by P7
per kilo, the effect of that in‘palay price would be about P4.44 per kilo reduc-
tion,” he said. ' 3 e

“If there is a direct transmission in tariff reduction intoa reduction in pa-
lay prices, multiply that by palay production in 2022 [at 19.75 million metric
tons], the farmers’ losses will be about P88 billion in terms of reduced income,”
Montemayor said. sl v e

The farmers said even the US, the richest country in the world, maintains
a strong safety net for America’s farmers, which includes disaster assistance,
crop insurance, téchnical assistance, and access to credit. A \HHA ; :

The Rice Tariffiéation Law’s 35 percent tariff wall is there to protect the
farmers. Now they want to remove the only safety net for millions of Filipino
farmers. “Why don’t they just make a Rice Zero Tariff Law to avoid giving us
false hopes,” an irritated farmer said. “They should know that the whole na-
tion suffers because of the rice cartel. This is the solution where they should

frrniean”
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HE r.ountry's rice output g
 the third quarter may set- i

tle at 3.788 million metm: 1

tons (MMT), slightly lowen thm
the 3.79 MMT recorded a year
ago, according to the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA).: '
The PSA had adjusted down-
wards its palay production esti-
mate based on standing crop as of
August 1. The July estimate ‘was
higher at 3.876 MMT.
“Theupdated estimate of palay
production for the period of July
to September 2023 as of 01 August
2023 reflected a decrease of -2.3
percent from its estimate of 3.876
million metric tons as of 01 July

- ; 2_053 the PSA said in its latest

va s o ;,;foretmponpubhshedret:ently.,‘

The PSA sald the cause for the
downwardrewsion inits forecast

year’s 931,750 hectares.

The projected contraction in
harvest ‘areas would offset the
expected improvement in yleld
during the third quarter.

“Based on standing crop for the
period of July to September 2023,

. theyield per hectare of palay may
| improve to 4.09 metric tons [MT]

or by 0.5 percent compared with
the previous year's same penod
yleld of 4.07 metric tons.”

is the expected smaller harvest
* area for the third quarter. Based
‘onits esflmate, palayharvestarea
in July to September would reach
926,950 hectares smallerthanlast

AFARMER in Pangasinan displays threshed 4
rice in this BusinessMirnor file photo

As of August 1, the PSA said
about 168,070 hectares or 18.1
percent of the estimated 926,950

hectares of harvest area of stand-
ing crop have been harvested.

" Palay collected from these areas

reached 693,510 MT.

“Of the total area of 758.88
thousand hectares of standing
palay yet to be harvested as of
01 August 2023; 14.7 percent
were at the vegetative stage,
55.5 percent at the reproduc-
tive stage; and 29.8 percent at
the maturing stage.”

The PSA also said the country’s
corn output in.the third quarter
could go up by 5.4 percent to 2.48
MMT from lastyear’s 2.35 MMT.
However, the PSA revised down-
ward its corn outputforecast from
its July estimate of 2.56 MMT.

THe PSA noted that the year-

on-yearincreasein outputis driv-
en by the expansion in harvest
area and better yield.

“Harvest areabased onstand-
ing corn for the period of July to

September 2023 may increase to
820.73 thousand hectares or by
1.8 percent from 806.42 thou-
sand hectares actual estimate
of harvest area in the same pe-
riod of the previous year,” its
report read. '

. “Correspondingly, theyield per
hectare of corn may increase to
3.02 metric tons or by 3.8 percent
fromits previousyear’s same quar-
ter record of 2.91 metric tons.”

The PSA said about 25.3 per-
cent or 207,590 hectares of the
820,730 hectares of standing
crop have been harvested al-
ready and yielded 580,420 MT

gicotn? 9

“Of the 613.14 thousand hect-
ares of standing corn yet to be

harvested as of 01 August 2023,
about 7.2 percent were at the
vegetative stage, 49.0 percent at
the reproductive stage, and 43.8
percent at the maturing stage.”
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Escudero proc Is

ustoms

.harge rice smugglers

BY BERNADETTEE. TAMAYD ‘

EN Francis Joseph “Chiz” Escudero has
challenged the Bureau of Customs (BoC)
to charge traders suspected of smuggling

and hoarding rice.

Escudero said smuggling and
hoarding are being blamed for
the artificial shortage of rice and -
the price spikes of the staple in
recent months.

He chided the BoC for failing
to disclose the names of traders
and operators whose warehouses
were raided on suspicion of stor-
ing smuggled rice.

_"Why haven't 1 heard anyone

should bring them to the court of
justice to prove that this [Marcos
Jr.| administration is resolute in
its campaign against rice cartel.”

Escudero noted that several -
raids had been made in the past

few weeks, but no one among
the suspected rice smugglers has
been charged.

“The public is waiting on the
next action of the government.

and howwﬂl itbe dlsposed? What
will they do with the confiscated
rice?” Escudero said.

* He said the Anti-Agricul--

tural Smuggling Act of 2016
(Republic Act 10845) consid-
ers large-scale smuggling of

agricultural products as eco-

nomic sabotage and involves
“at least P1 million worth

-of sugar, corn, pork, poultry,
‘garlic, onion, carrots, fish,

and cruciferous vegetables,

‘in their raw state, or which
have undergone the simple .
processes of preparation and
‘preservation for the market, *
_or a minimum of P10 million

worth of rice, as valued by the
Bureau *gf Guatoms

.u"

42, 180 sacks of rice worth P42
million in Barangay San Jose
Gusu after authorities discovered
that the goods were not covered
by a sanitary and phytosanitary
import clearance from the Bu-
reau of Plant Industry.
Two weeks earlier, the BoC
‘inspected three wﬁrehouses in
Bulacan and found stocks of
suspected ‘smuggled imported
rice worth P505 million. ‘

'The warehouses, which were
inside the Intercity Industnal
Complex in Balagtas, Bulacan,
Were sealed.

- Aside from calling for the ﬁlmg‘
,of charges against rice hoarders,
~-§£gdero said the government

ould also update the public on

iy ¥ﬂiadevd9p ent of these cases in

" the spirit o tﬂhsparency
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BY"‘.IAN‘INE ALEXISMIGUEL" =~ =

E Philippines’ agricultural trade contracted

by 14.9 percent to $5.93 billion in the

| second quarter of this year compared to the

same period last year, the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) reported on Friday.

The country's total agricultural
exports during the second quarter,
which accounted for 27.2 percent
of the country’s total trade, fell
to $1.61 billion or a 24.4 percent
drop from $2.13 billion a year
earlier.

Imports of farm goods also
dropped by 10.7 percent to $4.32
billion from $4.84 billion year-
on-year.

The agriculture trade balance
during the second quarter was at
a deficit of P2.703 billion, or a

0.02-percent dip from the $2.708 .

billion of the same period in 2022.
Edible fruits and nuts and peels
of citrus fruit melons accounted
for the largest share of agriculture
exports during the second quarter
of this year at $521.86 million,
down by 1.28 percent from the
previous year's $528.63 million.
Animal or vegetable fats and
oils, and their cleavage products;
prepared edible fats; and animal
or vegetable waxes — the previ-
ous year's top export at $703.2

Date: S6PT - 1B,

22 Page:

i

~* million — fell by 58.06 percent

to $294.89 million in the second
quarter of this year.
Preparations of vegetables;
fruit, nuts or other parts of plants
reached $193.79 million, a de-
crease of 18.44 percent from the
$237.61 recorded a year earlier.
Shipments of tobacco and
manufactured tobacco substi-
tutes reached. $126.92 million;

and preparations of meat, fish

and crustaceans, molluscs and

other aquatic invertebrates totaled

'$116.26 million to round up the

_country’s top five agricultural
exports for the second quarter of
this year.

The top 10 commodity groups
in terms of value of agricultural
exports contributed $1.56 billion
or 96.9 percent of the country’s
total agricultural export revenue in

LIBRARY
~ pEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

the second quarter of 2023.

As for agricultural imports,
cereals accounted for the biggest
share, worth $888.23 million or

120.6 percent of the total.

Residues and waste from food
industries and prepared animal
fodder followed with $518.04
million; meat and edible meat
offal at $459.84 million; miscel-
laneous edible preparations at
$452.35 million; and dairy pro-
duce, birds’ eggs, natural honey,
and edible products of animal
origin at $303.88 million.

Malaysia was the top buyer
of the Philippines’ agricultural
exports at $53.01 million among
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations member countries.

Meanwhile, among the Euro-
pean Union member countries,
the Netherlands was the top des-

commodities at $125.48 million.

Sought for comments, chief
economist at Rizal Commercial
Banking Corp. Michael Ricafort at-
tributed the decline in agricultural
exports to slower global economic
growth and trade amid the risk
of an economic slowdown in the
United States, the world’s largest
economy.

Ricafort also cited the “softer”
economic data in China, the
world's second-largest economy,
the biggest importer of some
major global commodities, and
also among the biggest trading
partners and export markets of the
Philippines.

“Still relatively lower global
commodity/agricultural prices in
recent months as of second quarter
2023 could have also led to the

)% in Q

-+~ tination for Philippine agricultural -

year-on-year decline in both ag-
ricultural exports and agncultural
imports,” he said.

Ricafort also cited the stom’n
damage from the previous months;
as one of the causes for the coun:
try's lower agricultural exports!
and warned of the possible effects
of the El Nifio from the last three
months of 2023 to the first quarter
0f 2024 in reducing rainfall and lo-
cal agricultural output and exports.

“Thereby, it (El Nifio) would’
lead to more agricultural 1mports'
and would also lead to a wider'
agricultural trade deficit,” he said

“Higher local and world prices
of rice and other agriculturak
commodities since 2022 coull
somewhat reduce demand for
both agricultural exports and im-
ports, as seen in recent months,”
Ricafort added.
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TAMBAN FISH HATCHERY PARA

SA SEGURIDAD SA PAGKAIN

o U

'i_ %

_ — E— :
HINTHIMOK ni Senator Francis “To’ kasimangproduksyon. . .
Tolentino ang Department of Seience and_ Dagdag ni Tolentino, dapat palawily,
Technology na palakasin ang produksyon  ng D95 . ang “Balik Scientist Program
ng Tamban, isang uri ng isda na ginaga-  parasamea pananaliksik tungkol sa agri-
mit sa de-latang sardinas na karaniwang. kultura at seguridad sa pagkain. Diin. pa

Sa naganap na budget briefing ng makatutulong para sa pagbuo ng Tamban

1.

roong kasalukuyang 438 na proyekio  pard ‘magsilbi sa Pilipinas nang pansa-
| Kaugnay ngfood security kaya naman ina-  mantala at pangmatagalan. May 29 na-
ahensya ang produksyon ng isda nang sa. sapag-aaral sa agrikultura at seguridad sa
gaymaymamnsmatmsmssesmdad ; TR e
‘sapaggawangsardinas. . A : 12 mabibi
* Ipinagdiinan ni Tolentino sa mga - yang lakas angfoodsecuntykungpagm-
opisyal ng DOST na malaking tulong ang  tuunan ng pansin ng mga nasa pamaha-
nagagawa ng produksyon ng de-latang - Jaan kahit pa ang problemang ito ay halos
sardinassa mga Pilipino dahil toang ma-  mahigit3otaonpa. .
M&wmﬂmmnﬂ £ 18 Noong panahon nang panunungkulan
" Madalas din, aniya, na ang de-latang ‘maganda ang produksyon at seguridad
sa_:ﬂmasjk_asabaypgmodlesang-gmag.a- ng pagkain sa bansa. Maganda ang ani
it na elif goods kapag may mga relief  ngmga magsasaka at sagana sa huling la
operation sa mga sinalanta ng bagyo 0 ka- - man-dagat ang mga mangingisda.
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Tamban fish hatchery para sa
food security — Sen. Tolentino

HINIMOK ni Sen. Frandis Tolentino ang Department of Science .
and Technology (DOST) na palakasin ang prodk%yon tam-
ban, isang uri ng isda na karaniwang ng Pinoy. Gusto
ni Tolentino na maidagdag angb uksyon ng tamban sa
food security programs ng gobyerno.

“May 438 ongoing projects para sa food security. Siguro
maniniwala kayo na tamban (épgrading of production ay
parte rin ng food security,” tirada ni Tolentino saopisgales
ng DOST. [ka nga delata ang mura at paborito ng madlang
Pinoy na tsibugin.

Bl_lr_ada ni To enmtlno nL'-ll:,mzaaa:qringE;]I rgaging.hatimbawa ng
DOST ang pagkultura ng Dagupan at Pangasinan sa bangus
ggedirgs na mula sa Iloilo%apa_t palawigin ng DOST ang
‘Balik Scientist Program para sa mga pananaliksik tungkol sa
agrikultura at seguridad sa pagkain. = - :

Ani Tolentino, ang mga Pinoy scientist ay makatutulong
msa pagbuo ng tamban fish hatchery, paggawa ng ba-

laban sa African Swine Fever (ASF) at pagpaparami
ng ani ng palay at tubo. i
~ Ayon sa DOST, sa pamamagitan ng Balik Scientist Pro--
guram, mayroong 625 na mga Pilipinong siyentipiko na
malik maﬁilbi sa Pilipinas nang pansamantala at
pangmatagalan. May 29 percent sa kanila ang tumutulong
sa pag-aaral sa agrikultura at seguridad sa pagkain.

Sabi ni Tolentino, kailangan mabigyan n muscle ang
food security dahil problemaito for 30 years. Kapag natu-
tukan nang husto ang tamban fish hatchery magmumura
tiyak ang presyo ng mga sardinas sa merkado. Abangan.
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Flood of Russian wheat halves
world prices from wartime high

USSIA’S second consecutive bumper
" wheat harvest fis reinforcing its

| '\ position as the No: T exporter, butit's’

also easing price pressures stemming from
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. -

“The Kremlin’s war—including
blockading and bombarding ports—has
hobbled Ukraine's food' exports, helping
cement Russia’s domination of the global
wheat market. That’s reflected in record
Russian shlpments as the nation’s traders

overcome the financing and. logistical

challenges some faced in the aftermath of
the invasion.

However, Russia’s overfluwmg grain
purts have also yleldgd a silver lining for
wheat consumers buffeted by a cost-of-
living crisis: the lowest prices in;almost
three years. Despite the Kremlin's efforts
to exploit the situation—Dby shoring
up wheat prices to replenish its own
coffers—the Chicago market is trading

at’less than half the peak reached after:

Moscow first invaded:

“There are not a lot of competitors for

Russianwheat,”said Hélene Duflot, a grain-
market analyst at Strategie Grains. “Russia
is the price maker at the moment.”

With the supply glut depressing prices,

Russiaistrying touseits dominant position

to put a floor under the market. Not only.

would that placateits own farmers, upset by
dwindlingincomes, butwould also boost the
Kremlin's war-strained coffers by generating
additional tax revenues.

Russian’ officials have been'trying to
enforce an informal price floor for exports,

‘ accordingto pebplefamlllarwiththematter

That sforclng some  traders to renegotiate or
even cancel deals the people said, asking
not be ldentified as the matter is private.

The government can enforce the price
floor by refusing to grant export documents
to lower-cost shipmets, the people said.
till, the application of the floor has been
inconsistent.

. This month Egypt booked a massive
quantity. of Russian wheat.in a private
deal at a price below the unofficial floor in
publictenders. Several days later, Egypt said
that the trader would be allowed to supply
grain from origins other than Russia. That

allows the Russian-agriculture ministry to:

“save face” on deals that fall belowits price
floor, according to Andrey Sizov, managing
director at research firm SovEcon.

' “If they don’t necessarily sell Russian

wheat, it implies they haven't violated the

Russian price floor,” Sizov said.

Russia’s agriculture ministry didn't
respond to questions on whetheritenforces
anofficial price floor."We stand by our prices,
which are dictated by ‘increased production .

‘costs,” said Eduard Zernin, head of the

Russian Union of Grain Exporters.

Nevertheless, the price floor is yet
another sign of the Kremlin seeking to-
tighten control over Russian grain exports
and thereby the global market.

International trading houses fled Russia
earlier this yearas official criticism of foreign
companies was ramped up. Moscow also
continues to woo buyers in Africa and the
Middle East, while assaulting Ukraiqes
farm-exportinfrastructure and mixing grain
from occupied regions with its own output.

Underlining Moscow's wheat market
dominance, the US Department of
Agriculture earlier this week increased its
forecast for Russian exports, while lowering
its projection for global shipments.

_The upshot is that despite lingering

uncertainty about Ukrainian shipments, those
concerns are more than offset by Russia’s
own bountiful wheat fields, according; to
Alexander Karavaytsev, senior economist at
the International Grains Council.

. “Russia’s continued bumper and.
competitively priced exports have been
a major factor weighing on exporter
sentiment at other key origins in recent
months,” he said. Bloomberg News'
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Soybeans,

CHICAGO- US soybean futures
fell on Friday on technical selling
and profit taking after two sessions
of gains, and as a monthly crush
report showed US processots han-
dled far fewer beans than expected
in August.

Corn futures followed soy-
beans lower, with both markets
also pressured by improving crop
conditions in Europe and rising
supplies from the accelerating
US harvest.

Wheat rebounded from losses in
the prior session on wWotties about
shipments from the Black Sea
breadbasket region and reduced
hatvest potential in Australia
and Argentina due to recent dry
weather.

corn down

Grain traders are monitoring .
early harvest reports from the Us
Midwest in anticipation of furthet |

“adjustments to supply outlooks"

issued by the US Department of “:
Agriculture (USDA) earlier this*
week.

“\We’re seeing some position’
squaring after yesterday’s price’
action,” said Terry Reilly, sen-
ior agricultural strategist with
Marex.

“The trade is starting to get
comfortable with the 220 (million
bushel soybean) carry-out, and
I don’t think they want to carry '
a position going home into the -
weekend”” he said, referring to US< "~
DA’s forecast for the tightest US ™
soy stocks in eight years. - Reuters
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