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‘More funds»-ne—édéd for NFA’s stockpile’

' By RAMON EFREN LAZARO

MALOLOS - Now that
the National Food Authority
(NFA)'s palay-buying price
has been raised, the agency
should be provided a big-
ger procurement fund for its
stockpiling program, accord-
ing to farmer groups.

An official of the Federation

of Central Luzon Cooperatives -

said that with the increase in the
EFA'S palay EUdromuement price,
e agency’s t; ire-
mentgzhg)gld alsgebg;ii;qeﬁ S0
that it can sustain if not increase
its palay stockpile target.
imeon Sioson, chairman
of the 45M Multipurpose
Cooperative in San Miguel,
Bulacan, pointed out that if
the NFA's palay procurement
budget is not raised, then
the volume of palay that is
targeted for its stockpiling
will result in lesser volume
compared toits original target.
O]; the other'}%r;ld, aligul
Montemayor, national chair-

man of the Federation of Free
Farmers, explained in a text -
message that the NFA's cur-

rent P9-billion budget could
procure around 390,000 metric

tons or 7.8 million bags of Elalay. :

~ Montemayor-added this is
onlt{; equivalent to two percent
of the country’s total produc-
tion of palay in a year, which
is “a bit small and needs more

funding by the NFA.”

The NFA Council on Mon-
day raised the buying price of
clean and dry palay to ’23 and
P16-P19 pe:ii?o of fresh palay.

At present, the NFA's scarce
number of palay driers will
limit its capabilities in procur-
ing fresh palay from farmers,
according to Montemayor.

He also explained that if the
buying price of palay traders
is much higher compared to
the government’s palay sup-
port price, theré is a big pos-

sibility that farmers would sell
their produce to private palay -

traders rather than to the NFA.
He added that perhaps the

NFA should add incentives

in its palay 1gi'ocurement pro-
gram, like free fertilizers for
every 50 cavans of palay deliv-

ered by the farmer to the NFA.
- On the bright side, palay

rices are expected to go down
gs the peak pala har%est sea-
son begins and farmers are
assured that their produce will
not be bought at less than P23
per kilo because of the P23-
per-kilo government-support
price for palay by the NFA.

. File charges
Raids may have scared un-

scrupulous traders, but authori-

ties should go the extra mile
by making sure a maximum
deterrent effect will be achieved
— through indictments.

rice to the

“I congratulate the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) and other con-
cerned agencies for a job well
done. But they should not stop
at confiscating rice and other
products smuggled into the
country. These offices should
file charges against the smug-
glers immediately,” Speaker
Martin Romualdez said.

“Unless the culprits are
jailed or otherwise punished,
they would continue doing
their illegal activities,.even if
some of g-neir smuggled prod-
ucts end up being seized,”
Romualdez added.

The leader of the House of
Representatives nonetheless
expressed support for President
Marcos’ decision to distribute
confiscated smuggled rice to
thousands of poor residents of

the Zamboanga peninsula.

“We firmly stand with Pres-

ident Marcos Jr. in his initiative

to disuibutz;remium quality

s beneficiaries,”
Romualdez said. -

“This significant gesture
demonstrates more than justan

act of generosity; itunderscores

the administration’s commit-

 ment to addressing the needs:

of our people, especially during
challenginpg times,” he added.
Another administration

lawmaker, Bulacan 6th Dis-
_trict Rep. Salvador Pleyto

Sr., a member of the House
committee on agriculture and

food, said Marcos’ decision
to give away smuggled and
hoarded rice to poor families
was hailed as the “best deter-
rent” against smuggling.

“The President’s action sent

the strong signal that there

should be no revolving door
for smuggled rice in the gov-
ernment. By giving them to
the people, it has been placed
beyond the reach of those who
have illegally brought them
in,” Pleyto added.

The first-term legislator
said the President’s decision
would mean “confiscated
smuggled rice can no longer
be rescued by bribes.”

Marcos has already in-
structed the BOC to run after
smugglers and bust their il-
legal operations.

Bicol Saro ,party-iist :
Rep. Brian Raymund Yam-

suan lauded the Chief Execu-

tive for having “outsmarted

smugglers” and “taught them
an expensive lesson” by dis-

tributing smuggled rice the

government has confiscated to

poor families in Zamboanga.

“The President has given
smugglers and hoarders a

‘bitter, expensive lesson where

it would hurt them the most

— their pockets. By his single

strong-minded act, the Presi-
dent ias helped farmers and
poor families and punished
those that have made life dif-

. SOUICE Persons,

ficult for them,” Yamsuan said.

Amendments

Meanwhile, the House com-
mittee on agriculture and food
approved yesterday proposed
amendments to Republic Act
10845, or the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Act 0f 2016, which
aims to expand the scope of

roducts that will be covered
y the law.

“Qur goal is to make sure
there will be conviction and
final jud%lment on smuggling
cases. As highlighted by our re-
e sad reality is
that no one has been convicted
of smuggling,” panel chairman
Quezon 1st District Rep. Wil-
frido Mark Enverﬁa said.

Enverga emphasized that
there are many salient features
of the substitute bill, saying
the “major thrusts are the ex-
pansion of the coverage of the
current law to include other
products that are often being

* smuggled and hoarded.”

“This is because the reality
on the ground is that rice and
onions arenot the only produce
being smuggled and hoarded.
There are also provisions on
business records, harmonizing
with other related laws and
raising the penalties,” he said.

“I'am in agreement in prin-
ciple on the suggested refine-
ments to make law enforcement
and prosecution easier so that

there will be smuggling cases
that lead to conviction and final
judgment,” he added.

The measure is one of the
priorities set by the Legisla-
tive Executive Development
Advisory Council endorsed
by the Marcos administration.

A related but separate bill
on agricultural smuggling,
House Bill 3917 authored by
the President’s lawmaker-son
Ilocos Norte 1st District Rep.
Sandro Marcos and Puwersa «
ng Bayaning Atleta party-list
Rep. Migs Nograles, hurdled
third reading in December last
year and is now at the Senate.

It has been referred to the
technical working group of two
Senate committees: agriculture,

. food and agrarian reform, and

justice and human rights.

The measure’s distinction
from the others is that it holds
tobacco smugglers criminall
liable for the non-bailable of-
fense of economic sabotage.

The bill aims to amend RA’
10845, which former president
Rodrigo Duterte signed and
which penalizes unlawful
importation ‘of tobacco, both
in raw and finished products.

The difference of the Duterte-
signed law from HB 3917 is that
the offense can now be catego-
rized as “economic sabotage,”
which carries no bail for those
who will be indicted. -

— With Delon Porcalla
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By Jovee MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
Y @joveemarie

HE House Committee on
Agriculture and Food on
Wednesday approved an

unnumbered substitute bill declaring
large-scale agri-fishery commodities
and tobacco smuggling, profiteering,
cartelizing, and other acts of market
abuse as economic sabotage.

House Committee on Agri-
culture and Food chairman Rep.
Wilfrido Mark Enverga said the
unnumbered substitute bill, which
will be known as the Anti-Agri-
fishery Commodities and Tobacco
Economic Sabotage Act of 2023,
would amend Republic Act (RA)
10845, or the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Act of 2016, to include
the smuggling of agri-fishery com-
modities and tobacco products as
economic sabotage.

According to Enverga, the mea-

sure would expand the prohibited -

actstoinclude hoarding, profiteer-

ing, and cartelizing and provide

for stiffer penalties. ;
Hesaid the proposal would cre-

ate a task force under the Depart-
ment of Justice and a council for
the effective implementation of
this measure.

Nueva Ecija Rep. Mikaela An—
gela Suansing, chairperson of the
technical working group, said

' the measure is a priority of the

administration, which President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. men-
tioned in his'2023 State of the
Nation Address.

The bill refers to economic sab-
otage as any act or activities that
undermine, weaken, or renderinto
disrepute the economic system or
viability of the country or tend to

bring about such effects, particu-

larly for this proposal.

THE Bureau of Customs (BOC), Philippine National Police-Criminal Investigation and Detection
Group (PNP-CIDG) and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) conducted joint anti-smuggling
operations in Manila and Malabon over the weekend. Authorities inspected several
warehouses and storage facilities and found imported agricu [tural products, including onions,
garlicand mung beans. BUSINESSMIRROR FILEPHOTO

The measure added that the
crime of large-scale agri-fishery

commodities or tobacco smug- -

gling as economic sabotage in-
volves agri-fishery commodities
in their raw state or which have
undergone the simple processes
of preparation or preservation
for the market, such as freezing,
drying, salting, broiling, roast-
ing, smoking, or stripping, with
aminimum aggregate fair market

value of P1 million, or involving
tobacco with a minimum of excise
taxand VAT payablein the amount
of P1 million.

It said agri-fishery commodi-
ties'refer, but are not limited, to
rice, sugar, corn, pork, poultry,
beef, lamb; garlic, onion, carrots,
cruciferous vegetables, coconut,
coconut oil, palm oil, palm olein,
wheat, fish, and shellfish.

The bill provides a penalty of
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six times the fair market value
of agri-fishery commodities or

tobacco subject to large-scale” '

smuggling, hoarding, profiteer-
ing, cartelizing, and other acts of
market abuse, and the aggre;\._gatef
amount of the taxes, duties, and _

other charg'es avoidedplus interest 1

atthe prevaﬂlnglegal rate shall be
imposed on entities who commit
any of the acts, numerated und.er
this proposal
Also, the measuré‘addedthat }

the penalty of Impnsonment of
not less than 30 years' but'not |
more than 40 years . {:dra fine
six times the fair market vaiue
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break on September 27.
IntheSenate, Agriculture pan-

- “el chair Senator Cynthia A. Vil-

lar was kept busy on Wednesday
replying to colleagues” interpel-
- lations on her bill categorizing
‘farm smuggling and*hoard&;g
'as dn act of economic sabotage,
after she noted that nota smfle
d v;ol‘ator}ias beenjzuled sﬁrtethe
- passage of an earlier law.
Sen. Cyntfna Villar, chau'per-

“Sonof thermm;ttee on Agncul-
; .-_t;ure, Food, and Ag.rargan Reform,

‘fielded questions from Senate

3 Deputy Mmorﬁty -Leader Risa.

Hontiveros during the 1nterpel—

of agri-fishery commodities or ~ lation period on Senate Bill (SB)

tobacco subject to large-scale
smuggling, hoarding, profiteer-
ing, cartelizing, and otheractsof’
market abuse and the aggregate
amount the taxes, duties, and
other charges avoided plus the
interest at the prevailing legal
rate shall be imposed on enti-
ties who knowingly sell, lend,
lease, assign, consent, or allow’
the unauthorized use of their
import permits for purposes of
large-scale smuggling, hoarding,
profiteering, cartelizing, or the
other acts of market abuse.
Meanwhile, Speaker Ferdi-
nand Martin G. Romualdez as-
sured thisbill would be approved

2432, also known as the Anti-Ag-
ricultural Economic Sabotage Act
last Wednesday. Among the ques-
tions asked by Hontiveros was the
inclusion’ of tobacco in the list of

agricultural products covered by

SB 2432, considering that it is not

~ related to food security and not

even an agricultural commodity.
~Villar noted that tobacco is de-
fined by the World Health Orga-

nization and classified under the
customs code as an agricultural '
product. She added that aside from -
undermining the country’s cam--

paign against smoking, tobacco
smugghng reduces government
revenue. it

Page 2

T



Plhprno Star

g intelihente

19 i © aA/A
Date: L1 SEP 2023 Page:

& LIBRARY
Y( neEPY. OF AGRICULTURE

Ipamudmod ang
smuggled na bigas

 ABI ni President Ferdinand Mﬂrcoa.lr ?a
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w& ng bl as sa Balagtas, ulacan kung
| saa sako ng a mgﬁuan Ang mga
slnalaka ay ang Great Rice Mill Wmm-.
\ San at FS Rice Mill Warehouse.

kasama rin sa mga
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Nasann na ang gas? Kun 'smuggled ang
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CRACKDOWN ON ONION

CARTELS WELCOMED

By Jester
Manalastas

AHOUSEleaderhaswel-
comed the government’s
filing of criminal charges
fordl: duals algl:gedl =
indivi in-
volved in the repoited
hoardingand pricemanip-
ulation of onions. .
According to Cavite
Rep. ElpidioBarzaga]
action ﬂdh the National Bu-
reauofInvestigation's(NBI)
only shows President Mar-
c0s Jr.'s strong resolve in
puttinganend toagricultur-
al cartels in the country.
"It only shows that the
. President (Ferdinand
"Bongbong" Marcos Jr.)
is really bent on going af-
tertheseagricultural smug-
glers and hoarders. It
provesthatthe ChiefExec-
utive means business,"
Barzaga, chairman of the
House committee on en-
vironmentandnaturalre-
sources, said.
SpeakerFerdinad Mar-

r.this -

tin Romualdez had called
for a congressional probe
inDecemberlastyearwhen
prices of onion surged to
over P700 pero kilo and as
a result, the panel chaired
by Quezon Rep. Mark En-
verga was able to unmask
key cartel personalitiesand

" The House of Repre-

~senta tives has been.coop- -~
~of Justice and the NBI in
- going after the onion car-

tel, which is behind the

hoardingand pricemanipu-

“lationofagricultural prod-

ucts, especially onions.

Barzaga sau)é theHouse
and the DOJ, headed by
Secretary Jesus: Crispin
Remullawho, himself,isa
former Cavite congress-
man, have been helping
each other by exchanging
informationonthe culprits*
behind thesuddenincrease
in the prices of onion.

"As a matter of fact, the
majority of the information
was unearthed during the

-
-

House hearings. This is a
long: ingnationalprob-
lem and perhaps, time has
finally come for a real cam-
paign against agricultural
smu and hoarding, a
modus whichhurtsthepub-
lic tremendously: The se-
niorlawmakersaid that“the
government can get seri-
ous when it wants to and
when it needs-to address.
is just the tip of the iceberg

i o tobe e m

gling casestobe
near future,” hesaid.
“Resultsmatter for con-
sumers; for people who
sufferthegreed and caprice
of criminals erading
as businessren. hisis are-
current and systemic issue.
thatrequiresatotal
We really have a big prob-
lem when our regulators,
especially those in the De-
tof Agricultureand
Bureau of Customs, donot
do their jobs honestly and
contribute to our nation’s
problems,” headded.
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are part of the government's plan of
securing the country’s fish stocks
along with other initiatives for the
agriculture sector to ensure food se-

curity.

Duri.n%: a media interview at the
National Food Authority (NFA)-Re-
gionIXwarehouseinZamboanga City
after hedistributed confiscated smug-
gled rice to poor families in the prov-

_ing the Philippineagriculturenot
‘means secur iesupplyofriceand
_ " “corn but also involves improving the
Thehqsgentsgxdﬂlesemmres SF ] '%yd't kasama sa ating develop-

f ilnang'
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ince, President Marcos said develop-
y

and the livestock sectors.

mentplanang mga fisheriesdahil
bumaIl;aapg gvsangbagay-bumaba—
ba ang ating nahuhuli, ng ating mga
ingisda dahilnasirana‘yungmga
kung saan ginalalald ang mga isda,”
Marcos told reporters. :

The administration is also imple--

menting})rogramstoputup morecold
storage facilities to prevent spoilage,

the President said, noting up to 30 -

percentofthe fish cabchisdegladéd or
] dama 1 i § =0 | i i
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“Walang cold storage. Kaya nag-
tatayo tayo ng cold storage. Doon
naman samgamaliliitnabagsakanay
magbibigay tayo ng gawaan ng yelo,
para ’yu.:ﬁayelo na ‘yan, ‘yun ‘yung
ilalagay nila sa bangka para pag may
nahulisila, ilalagay lang doon sa yelo
at hindi masira ‘yung isda,” Marcos

_said. .

“Taposangisusunodnatinafter that
ay ‘yung ing naparadoonlang
sa isang lugar ang magiging process-
ing. “Yun ang ating mga pinapl-
ano para sa fisheries.” PCO

Page of
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THEREisstill achancethatthe
- P20 per kilo of rice could be
realized, President Ferdinand
R.Marcos Jr.saidon Tuesday,
pointing outthatonce theagri-
culture sector and the cost of
the countrywould
become stable and normalize,
the goal would be reached.
“May chancelagi‘yan,” Pres-
ident Marcos said when asked
by media if the P20.00 per kilo-
gram of rice is still feasible.

“(K)ung maayos natinang pro- -

duction natin at maging maay-
os, hindi na tayo masyadong
bagyuhin at "y'ung mga tulong
naibinibigay natin samga
‘eray magamitnanila.”

The President explamed
there are factors happening
outside the Philippines thatare
directly affecting the prices of
basiccommoditiesin the coun-
try, dpromplmg thegovernment

the marketto adjust.

President Marcos empha-
sized that it would be easy for
the government to make the
necessary adjustments once
everything normalizes.

“Ngunit, kapag talaganaga-
wanatin ang costof production
binaba natin ay bababa rin ang

resyo ng, bigas. Bababa rin

tnapwedeénatingipagpan-
-Iay ang presyo, " the President

The chief executive stressed
the governmentisexhaustingall
remediestoensurethatprices of
staple food inthe market are still
affordable totheFilipino people,

ially to those who find it
di cultto make ends meet.

President Marcos added
there are enough measures to
ensure a reasonable buying
pricefor farmers, adding that the
National Food Authority (NFA)
Council has set on Monday a
new pnce range for palay buy-
ing

'I'he NFA Council, chaired

by PresidentMarcos, approved

last Monday the buying price

range for “wet palay” from
PhP16.00 to PhP19.000 while
the price range for “dry palay”
was pegged at PhP19.00 from
the PhP23.00.

So, pagkana masnor-
malnaanggtkt:vasygg;?malakmg
pag-asatalaganatinnaibababa
natin ang presyo ng bigas,”
Marcos assured. .

The chief executive led on
Tuesday the distribution of
seized smuggled rice in Tun-
gawan, Zamboanga Sibugay
and Zamboanga Cityashealso
turned over other agricultural
assistance to the residents and
the local government units in
the 2 provinces. PCO

Page of
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BOC’S ANTI-RICE

ISMUGGLING DRIVE

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R.
arcos, Jr. praised the Bu-

reau of Customs’ (BOC)'

strong stand against smug-
gling during the successful
turnover of P42 million worth
ofrice toselected government

agenciesand beneficiarieson

Tuesday. :
The President led the distri-
bution of 42,180 sacks of rice to
selectbeneficiariesin 5
gg City and Tungawan, Zam-
anga Sibugay. A
The remaining stocks will

beallocated todi tregions

across Luzon, Visayas, and
ent’

Mindanaooncethe
of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD) has identified

areaswherericesupplyismost

needed. B
In his speech, President
Marcos cited BOC for its con-
sistentinvestigationand inspec-
tion of warehouses suspected
of storing. smuggled rice. .
Hepraised ﬂ'legovemment's
commitmentto address smug-
gling, highlighting BOC's piv-

otalrolein thecampaignagainst

illicittrade.

underscores the importance of

BOC'sefforts and reaffirms the

government'sdeterminationto

: nationalinterestsand
border integrity.

- Customs Commissione :ﬁ—

envenido Y. Rubio expressed

full support for the President's
campaign, stating: "The BOC
Jreats this matter with the ut-
most urgency, as it is crucial
not only fo:':your farmers but
also forall Filipinos who work
diligently to put food on the
table. That's why the BOC will
relentlessly curb these illegal
activities.” A

~  Earlier, the BOC seized the
42,180 sacks of rice at the Port
~of Zamboanga after the owner

failed to submit the niecessary
- documentation to prove the
legality of its importation and

payment of correct duties and
taxes due thereon.
Following Executive Order

No. 39-2023, the President or-

dered BOC fo intensify intelli-
gence gathering efforts toiden-
tify and padlock warehouses
suspected of storing smuggled
rice. . :
- The Bureau was also in-
structed to work closely with
the Department of Agricul-

" ture (DA) and Departmentof -
Trade and Industry (DTI) for
‘appropriate steps to address

- unwarranted price increases

The President’srecognition :

and supply shortage manipu-
lation. 3 K

. The President’s marching-
‘orders aim to safeguard the in-
terests of consumers and en-
surethatrice remainsanafford-
ableand accessible staple forall
Filipinos.
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- Drop in global sugar output boon to local producers

THE Sugar Regulatory Admin-
istration (SRA) is optimistic
about the prospects of the sugar
_ industry in the face of possible
decline in the output of major
global producers.

Pablo Azcona, SRA adminis-
trator, said Thai Sugar Millers
Corp. director Rangsit Hiangrat
had indicated Thailand expects
production to decline by 38
percent to its lowest in the last
10 years. il

Azcona said India has de-
clared it will not export sugar and
would import close to a million
tons this year.

With these developments,
SRA expects sugar to yield bet-
ter prices.

However, it said, reports in-
dicated local trading in Negros

Occidental last week dropped to.

a low of P2,550 to P2,700, with
only two mills reporting trad.ing
at P3,000 at least.

The SRA said it is mvesugat—
ing possible trade mampulanon

“Since February, we have

maintained prices at a com-
fortable level of P3,000 which
is equivalent to P60 per kilo-
gram at farm gate raw price
and P85 per kilogram refined

in retail price in Metro Ma-
nila, We have been pushing
for P3,000 as the fair market
price and this has been echoed
by the administration. (This is)
an incentive for farmers to plant
more and be more sustainable,”
Azcona said.

The SRA will focus thc inves-
tigation on the mills, traders and
importers for possible anomalous
deals.

The current global situation
is a “clear indicator” the local
industry must be supported,
and that the country should not
depend on imports as the world

Page  of

production continues to decline,
the SRA added. ‘

The SRA had expected sugar
production to increase by at
least 50,000 metric tons (MT) in
crop year 2023-2024 with more
hectares of land planted with

sugarcane.
Raw sugar production in

2022-2023 was down 1.6 per-
cent to 1.79 million MT, from
1.82 million MT the previous
Crop year.

However, Azcona cautioned
sugar production could fall by 10
to 15 percentif the effects of the
El Nifo will be extreme.
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Shellfish Bulletin No.22
Series of 2023
19 September 2023

: Shelifishes collected and tested from Sapian Bay (Ivisan and Sapian in Capiz; Mambuquiao and Camanci, Batan
in Aklan); coastal waters of Panay; Pilar; President Roxas; Roxas City in Capiz; coastal waters of Gigantes Islands,
Carles in lloilo; coastal waters of Dauis and Tagbilaran City in Bohol; and Dumanquillas Bay in Zamboanga del Sur
are still positive for Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) or toxic red tide that Is beyond the regulatory limit.

Do ot harvest | XL iy

All types of shellfish and Acetes sp. or alamang gathered from the areas shown above are NOT SAFE for human
consumption. Fish, squids, shrimps, and crabs are safe for human consumption provided that they are fresh and washed
thoroughly, and Internal organs such as gills and intestines are removed before cooking.

The following areas continue to be FREE from toxic red tide: coastal waters of Cavite, Las Pifias, Parafiaque, Navotas,
Bulacan, and Bataan (Mariveles, Limay, Orion, Pilar, Balanga, Hermosa, Orani, Abucay, and Samal) in Manila Bay; mariculture areas
in Infanta, coastal waters of Bolinao, Anda, Alaminos, Sual, and Wawa, Bani in Pangasinan; mariculture areas in Rosario, and Sto.
Tomas In La Union: coastal waters of Pampanga; Masinloc Bay in Zambales; Pagbilao Bay, Pagbilao, and coastal waters of Walay,
Padre Burgos in Quezon; Honda, and Puerto Princesa Bays, Puerto Princesa City, and coastal waters of Inner Malampaya Sound,
Taytay in Palawan; coastal waters of Milagros, and Mandaon in Masbate; Sorsogon Bay, and Juag Lagoon, Matnog in Sorsogon;
coastal waters of Borongon, San Dionisio in Tloilo; coastal waters of E.B. Magalona, Talisay City, Silay City, Bacolod City, Hinigaran,
and Victorias City in Negros Occidental; Tambobo, and Siit Bays, Siaton; and Bals Bay, Bais City in Negros Oriental; coastal waters
of Daram, and Zumarraga, Cambatutay, Irong-irong, Maqueda, San Pedro and Villareal Bays in Samar; coastal waters of Guiuan,
and Matarinao Bay in Eastern Samar; coastal waters of Leyte, Calubian, Ormoc, Sogod, Carigara Bay, and Cancabato Bay, Tacloban *
City in Leyte; coastal waters of Biliran Island; Tantanang Bay in Zamboanga Sibugay; Murcielagos Bay in Zamboanga dél Norte
and (Sapang Dalaga, and Baliangao) in Misamis Occidental; Panguil Bay, Tangub City, and coastal waters of Ozamiz City in Misamis
Occidental: coastal waters of Baroy in Lanao del Norte; Taguines Lagoon, Benoni, Mahinog in Camiguin; Balite, and Pujada Bays,
Mati City in Davao Oriental; Malalag Bay in Davao Occidental and Davao del Sur; coastal waters of Nasipit in Agusan del Norte;
Litalit Bay in Surigac del Norte; and coastal waters of Hinatuan, Cortes, Lianga, and Bislig Bays in Surigao del Sur. Moreover,
coastal waters of Altavas, Batan, and New Washington in Batan Bay, Aklan are now free of the toxic red tide.

i g

x ENES R. ESCOTO
Director 'r

@ www.bfar.da.gov.ph ) /BFAR.Central (PDI — Sept. 21, 2023)
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2,258 SHALL RICE RETAILERS
BET# 330 INCASH AYUDA

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

More “micro rice retailers” ad-
versely affected by price caps
have been identified and verified,
and have received their cash aid
as Executive Order No. 39 re-
mains in force for the third week,
according to the Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI).

. Based on reports from DTI
regional offices in ITlocos, Cen-
tral Luzon, Davao and Soccsk-
sargen made public on Sept.
20, a total of 2,258 retailers re-
ceived their P15,000 subsidy for
a total of P33.87 million.

The most number of bene-
ficiaries were in the Davao re-
gion with a total of 1,624—in-
cluding 470 in Davao City, 385
in Davao Oriental, 349 in Davao
Occidental, 172 in Davao de Oro,
165 in Davao del Norte and 83 in
Davao del Sur.

In Central Luzon, there were

a total of 336 micro retailers who
received the subsidy through
the Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development’s Sus-
tainable Livelihood Program.
. Nueva Ecija had the high-
-est number of payees with 107
beneficiaries, followed by Zam-
bales with 78, and Aurora with
44. Meanwhile, Bataan had 38
payees, Bulacan with 29, Pam-
panga with 25 and Tarlac with
15 beneficiaries.

Leading the distribution
were DTI-3 OIC Regional Direc-
tor Brigida Pili and Department

of Agriculture Regional Direc-
tor Crispulo Bautista Jr., who
emphasized the importance of
empowering micro rice retail-
ers and stabilizing their, busi-
nesses in public markets.

“We aim for this payout to
aid businesses, to prevent loss-
es, and to sustain retailing busi-
nesses in public markets so that
We can assist our consumers in
purchasing affordable rice,” Pili
said in a statement. “This comes
ata time when we are anticipat-
ing the rice harvest in our mu-
nicipalities and barangays.”

There were 127 rice retailers
in Soccsksargen that received
the cash aid. In the Ilocos re-
gion, 171 micro rice retailers re-
ceived their cash aid.

According to the DTI guide-
lines, a single cash payout of
Pi5,000 will be issued to rice
retailers who sell regular milled
and well-milled rice within the
prescribed price -ceiling—re-
spectively, P41 per kilogram
and P45 per kg.

To be eligible, retailers must
hold a license from their local
Business Permit and Licensing
Office or possess a certification
issued by the barangay or any.
government office.

They should also be reg-
istered with the DTI as sole
proprietors, with the Coopera-
tive Development Authority as
cooperators, or with the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
sion as partnerships or corpo-
rations. o
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By .lordbeno B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Sugar Regulatory Admin-
istration (SRA) is looking into
the decline in farm-gate pric-
es of sugar amid the projected
growth in domestic production.

Without disclosing any
names or entities, SRA Admin-
istrator Pablo Luis Azcona said
the agency suspected irregular-
ities in transactions. “Someone
is making a scenario and defi-
nitely we will not take this sit-
ting down,” he said.

Azcona said the SRA would
focus its investigation on “the
mills, traders and importers to
see if there is some abnormality
in their dealings.”

The SRA is not ruling out
the possibility of trade manip-
ulation. Azcona said they were
surprised that farm-gate prices
dropped last ‘week, particular-
ly in Negros Occidental where
prices declined to a low P2,550
to P2,700 with only two mills re-
porting trading at P3,000 at least.

" “We have been pushing for
the P3,000 price as I feel it is the

fair market price and this has
been echoed by the administra-
tion as well as an incentive for
farmers to plant more and be

more sustainable,” Azcona said.
4

Global developments

“Since February, we have
maintained prices at a comfort-
able level of P3,000 which is
equivalent to P6o per kilogram
at farm-gate raw price and P85
per kg refined in retail price in
Metro Manila,” he added.

Azcona said the recent de-
velopments in the global mar-

‘

ket are expected to improve
farm-gate prices of sugar.

For instance, sugar output
in Thailand is projected to de-
cline by 30 percent, which the
SRA chief said “will be their
lowest in the last 10 years.”

This scenario, said Azcona,
will prompt good prices for lo-
cal sugar “especially with India
also declaring that they will not
be exporting sugar this year but
may need to import close to a
million tons for their needs.”

Azcona also said Brazil, one
of the world's largest sugar-pro-

ducing countries, declared that
while they hope to maintain or
increase their production this
year as compared to last, “Brazil
may put any excess sugar they
have for fuel use or for energy.”

“The global situation is a
clear indicator that we can-
not kill the local industry and
be import dependent, as the
world production continues to
decline. Let us put more effort
into supply security through

self-sufficiency and not import.

dependence,” he added.
The SRA is projecting raw

sugar output to reach 1.85 mil-
lion metric tons (MT) for crop
year 2023 to 2024, which began
on Sept. 1 and will end on Aug.
31, 2024—lower than the raw
sugar withdrawal estimated at
more or less 2.20 million MT.
Depending on the severity of
the El Nifio phenomenori, Azco-
na said earlier the domestic pro-
duction may slightly increase or
decrease by 10 to 15 percent.

* For the current crop year, the
SRA is allocating the entire sug-
ar output to “B” or the domestic
market to stabilize supply. ma
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DTl monitors rice price

cap implementation

THE Department of Trade and Industry

(DTI) said Wednesday it is strictly monitor-
g S
leading the distribution of cash assistance
to beneficiaries as mandated by Executive
Order (E0) 39 or the imposition of rice
price caps.

DTl Region 11 said 1,624 rice retailers .
have been monitored in the Davao Region.
Davao City got the most inspections at
470, followed by Davao Oriental at 385,
Davao Occidental at 349, Davao de Oro at
172, Davao del Norte at 165, and Davao
del Sur at 83.

[t was found that the selling price of
well-milled rice ranges from P42 to P64
per kilogram, while regular-milled rice was
priced between P38 and P59 per kilo.

Issued on August 31, EO 39 that
mandated the rice price ceilings became
effective on September 5, stating that
the DT, together with the Department of
Agriculture (DA), must ensure strict imple-
mentation of the rice price caps, including
monitoring and investigation.
| Accordingly, the Special Interagency Task
| Force on Price and Supply Monitoring and

Enforcement (SITF-PSME) was mobilized in
the Davao Region, complementing the Local
Price Coordinating Coundils (LPCGs) in cities
and municipalities.

Led by DA Region 11, the SITF-PSME
monitored three rice warehouses in Davao
City on September 5 and found that the
buying price of well-milled rice at the time
was pegged at P2,450 per 50-kilogram
sack or P49 per kilogram. Meanwhile, the
retail price was at P50 per kilogram.

Cash aid payout

The DT had released P2 730,000 to 182
beneficiaries, who received P15,000 each.
“We have been coordinating with the

DA closely since rice is underits jurisdic-
tlgrg onetheless we at.lgll !pgg Ei_en( S

EO 39 DTl Reglon 1 Regional Director
Maria Belenda Ambi said.

Meanwhile, DTI Region 3 (Central Lu-
zon) reported that the region has 336 rice
retailers who will receive cash assistance.
Nueva Ecija had the highest number of
payees with 107 beneficiaries, followed by
Zambales with 78 and Aurora with 44.

Meanwhile, Bataan had 38 payees,
Bulacan with 29, Pampanga with 25, and
Tarlac 15.

“We aim for this payout to aid your
businesses, to prevent losses, and to
sustain your retailing businesses in public
markets so that we can assist our consum- -
ers in purchasing affordable rice. This
comes at a time when we are antidpating
the rice harvest in our municipalities and
barangays,” DTl Region 3 Officer In Charge
Director Brigida Pili.

For Region 12 (Soccsksargen), the DTl
said 127 rice retailers have received cash
assistance.

~ DTl Region 1 {llocos), meanwhile,

said that 171 rice retailers received cash
assistance and were validated to comply |
with the mandated rice price cap.

The DTl assured the public that the
agency is visiting as many rice retailers as
it possibly can to make sure the mandated
price ceiling is implemented. '

Under EO 39, the mandated price
ceiling for regular milled rice is P41 per
kilogram, while the mandated price cap
for well-milled rice is P45 per kilogram.

The price ceiling will remain in full
force and effect unless lifted by the
president upon the recommendation of
‘the Price Coordinating Council or the DA
and the DTI. gl

JENICA FAYE GARCIA

]
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R the most part of 2020, the
world economy almost stood still
after the coronavirus struck. Scientists
worked hard to create a vaccine, but
Covid-19 had already caused damage
to the health and economy of many
countries. By 2021, supply chain
disruptions have threatened food
sufficiency. In February 2022, Russia
invaded Ukraine, a major source of
the world’s food supply. The ongoing
conflict and disruptions continue to
mess up the world's food security.

Recurring economic
issues

In 2023, the health situation in most
parts of the world has normalized. But
technological developments, climate
change, demographicshifts and ongo-
ing supply chain disruptions continue
to perpetuate a VUCA (volatile, uncer-
tain, complex and ambiguous) world
environment. Food security remains a
major global nightmare.

At that time, some economists
predict that outsourcing production
to low-cost countries may come to
an end as governments think of ways
to improve domestic supply security.

Futures Platform Content Direc-
tor Dr. Tuomo Kuosa said, “Global
recession and ‘slowbalization’ seem
like certain things now, with the way
the pandemic has exposed the vulner-
ability of national and global supply
chains.”

At that time, some economists
predict that outsourcing production
to low-cost countries may come to
an end as governments think of ways
to improve domestic supply security.

Dr. Aleksi Neuvonen, co-founder
of Demos Helsinki, clarifies that this
does not mean that the world will go
back to the way it used to be before
globalization started. For one thing,
manufacturing is now more automat-
ed. This means more widespread use
of artificial intelligence and robotics,
and therefore fewer jobs for humans.
The pandemic has drastically changed
consumer behavior, and this has led to
fewer customer service jobs, even as
contact centers are now increasingly
populated by intelligent machines.
The purchasing power to buy food,
especially among vulnerable sectors,
will continue to be compromised, even
ifthereis anample food supply, which
is not the case.

Food self-sufficiency

The Covid-19 has taught nations a
couple of lessons: 1) back-to-basics
and 2) self-reliance. A hundred thou-
sand years ago, when the Neanderthals
wanted meat, vegetables, or fish, they
did not go to a mom-and-pop wet
market. Today, people must relearn to
“hunt, plant or fish."”

Self-sufficiency is now driven by
nationalistand protectionistideologies
(which slowly died when globalization
started) and by a recent trend called
hyper-localization.

Dr. Kuosa says, “Hyper-localization
stands for a very local and communal
way of living. It is closely connected
N to the circular economy, especially the

concepts of localized food producﬁon
and energy self-sufficiency.”

Unless we implement a purposive
strategy of hyper-localization for self-
sufficiency, the family’s need for food
supply could remain unsatisfied. The
rich and the poor will compete for
limited supplies, and guess who wins.

* The recent competition for access to

the Covid-19 vaccine between therich
and the poor is a good preview.

In the aftermath of Covid-19, trade
and the supply chain are becoming
more “de-globalized,” as bioregions
emerge. Post-Covid, there should
be massive vertical farming in self-
sufficient communities, or families
growing their own food in what used
to be flowerpots. There should be
government support for farmers, fish-
ermen and livestock producers whose
sole, consuming ambition is to feed
themselves and their communities.

Malthdsian theory

In 1798, Thomas Robert Malthus, a
British economist known for his ideas
on population growth, published his
book, “An Essay on the Principle of
Population.” Malthus noted that the
world population hit the 1 billion
mark in 1804. In 219 years, it has
increased to more than 8.6 billion.
He theorized that “populations would
continue expanding until growth was
stopped or reversed by disease, famine,
war or calamity.”

Malthus believed that while popula-
tion tends to grow exponentially, “food
production will not be able to keep up
with the growth in the human popula-

 tion.” He alsatheorized the “Malthu-

sian limit,” a condition where people

would return to “subsistence-level”
‘conditions as a result of agricultural or

economic production being ew_nmally
outstripped by population growth

- These subsistence-level scenarios were

played up in several movies, including
“Oliver” (1968) and “Soylent Green”
(1973).

Paraphrasing Malthus, I see two
grim possibilities. Either we control
population growth or the lethal com-
bination of poverty, fatal illnesses,
pandemics, wars, famines or plagues
will increase the death rae.

Poverty and food
supply

In the Philippines, povenylnc:dence
was at49.2 percentin 1985.In2021,
the official government statistics
reported that poverty incidence
was down to 18.1 percent or 19.99

~million Filipinos. Between 2018

and 2021, an estimated 2.3 million
Filipinos fell into poverty amid the
economic recession caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic. (Source: Wiki-
pedia, Sept. 10, 2023)

The Philippine Statistics Author-
ity posted on its website, “Inflation

'post-WW2 years, poverty and hunger

the Philippine government, foundedin |

of food accelerated to 6.5 percent in

- July 2023 from 6.0 percent in June

2023. The index of vegetables, tubers,
plantains, cooking bananas and pulses
is the main contributor to higher food
inflation as its annual increment ac-
celerated to 28.5 percent in July 2023
from 14.7 percent in June 2023."
(Source: PSA, Aug. 8, 2023)

Recent news reports said, “As per
Executive Order No. 39 signed by
Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin,
the prices of Regular-Milled Rice and
Well-Milled Rice are now capped at P41
per kilogram and P45 per kilogram,
respectively.”

Many small retallers were caught
holding bags of rice purchased from
middlemen at a price higher than the |
price cap. Some Filipinos might also
be wondering what happened to the
P20 per kilo of rice. |

A government press release on
Sept. 7, 2023, reported that “President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. welcomed the
suggestion of Vietnam for a frve—year
rice importation arrangement.”

The 2019 Rice Tariffication Act
barred government-to-government
import arrangements under the Na-
tional Food Authority (NFA). Despite
these, however, the report said, “... the
Philippines’ bilateral rice trade with
Vietnam has remained healthy and
unimpeded, with Vietnam suppiymg
around 90 percent of the Phlhppmes
rice imports...

On Sept. 8, 2023, Jayson Cainglet,
executive. director of the Samahang
Industriya ng Agrikultura (Sinag), op-
posed the five-year importation plan.
Paeng Mariano, chairman emeritus
of the Samahang Magbubukid ng
Pilipinas (SMP), said that instead of
using the money for rice imports, the
government should instead use it to
strengthen palay and rice production
in the country. (Currie Cator, CNN,
Sept. 8, 2023)

Prologue and epilogue
During the dynamic and iurbﬁlmt

were imminent. The Ford and Rock-
efeller foundations, with support from

1960 the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) in Los Bafios, Laguna.
(Source: Wikipedia)

IRRI has taught several agriculturists
from Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Vietnam and other countries modern
rice technology. The graduates even-
tually improved their country’s rice
production, and the I’hzhppmeg was.
left behind.

* The tables have turned. It sounds
eerie that the former students now
supply the teacher’s needs — based
on lessons learned from the teacher.

Ernie Cecilia is the chairman of the
Human Capital Committee and the
Publication Committee of the American
Chamber of Commerce-of the Philippines
(AmCham); chairman of the Employ-
ers Confederation of the Philippines’
(ECOP’s) TWG on Labor Policy and |
Social Issues; and past president of the
People Management Association of the
Philippines (PMAP). He can be reached
at emmealta@gmnlcom.
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SRA

In relation to the reports showing
that local trading in Negros Ocdi-
dental dropped to a low of P2,550
to P2,700 per 50 kilograms (kg)
last week, Azcona said that they are
looking into the possibility of trade
manipulation.

According to the official, sugar
prices have maintained a comfort-
able level of P3,000 per 50 kg since
February. This is equivalent to P60
per kg at farmgate raw price and
P85 per kg of refined at retail price
in Metro Manila.

“We have been pushing for the
3,000 [per kg| price as 1 feel it is
the fair market price and this has
been echoed by the administration
as well as an incentive for farmers
to plant more and be more sustain-
able,” Azcona said.

The SRA also noted the an-
nouncement of Brazil to main-
tain or increase their production
this year as compared to last and
said that it “may put any excess
sugar they have for fuel use or for
energy.”

“The global situation is a clearin-
dicator that we cannot kill the local
industry and be import dependent,
as the world production continues
to dedline,” said Azcona.

The agency is also calling to put
more effort into supply security
through self-sufficiency and not be
dependent on importation.

Moreover, Azcona emphasized
the sugar industry’s need for sus-
tainable local production, as well as
production improvements through
modernization, mechanization,
research and consolidation.

“We continue to be positive of
growth in the sugar industry, and
at the moment, we are moving to
ensure stable farmgate prices as this
has shown a net increase in sugar
planted areas because of last year's
good prices,” he said.

“Barring any severe El Nifio, we
may have the same or slightly better
produce this year,” Azcona added.

Page 2 of _2
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Modified
planting

pushed in
Cagayan

AS part of the strategy to enhance the pro-

ductivity of farmers, the Department of
Agriculture (DA)-Region 2 (Cagayan Valley)
:ofﬁce is pushing for the scaling up of a modi-
fied planting calendar with mechanization
technologiesin Enrile, Cagayan.

' Through the Southern Cagayan Research
Center (SCRC), the DA-Region 2 office dur-
ing Farmers' Field Day in Barangay Roma
spearheaded the establishment of said project
on September 13 while serving as a climate

change adaptation and mitigation measure.

Kay Olivas, DA-Region 2 officer in charge,
regional technical director for research and

~ regulatory, said technologies showcased were

the adjustment of the planting calendar or
15 days before the regular planting for the
wet season. |

" Qlivas said the planting calendar is with the
use of mechanized crop establishment tech-
nologies such as mechanized precision seeder,
walk-behind rice transplanter and riding-type
rice transplanter with high-yielding inbred
rice variety of NSIC Rc402 or Tubigan 36.

According to SCRC, the adjusted planting
calendar has further proved its effectiveness
during the onslaught of Typhoon “Egay”
where harvesting was done approximately a
week before the rains arrived.

“Because of technology, we were able to
harvest before the rains came. And when
we harvested, we were able to sell our palay
(unmilled rice) at P22 per kilo,” said Eduardo
Datul, one of the cooperators.

The DA noted that although some coop-
erators were doubtful of the mechanizations,
they eventually adopted the technology.

Another cooperator, Federico Diego, said
he is grateful because he was among those
included in “this good project” that was “truly
effective.”

The SCRC said there was an additional
profit per hectare with an average amount of
P23,583.27 and P14,625.17 using mechani-
cal transplanter and ‘mechanical rice seeder,
respectively.

In the barangay (villages) of Roma Surand
Roma Norte in Enrile, there is a hindering
factor, which is the absence of viable active
farmers cooperatives and associations (FCAs).

“The absence of FCAs prevents farmers

from receiving not only these technologies -

but also from benefits and other support
services and projects from the government,”
DA-Region 2 said. LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

Former secretaries Em-
manuel F. Pinol and Leonardo

Q.Montemayor of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture (DA) said
usingasolar-poweredirriga-
tion systems in the country's
farmlands could help ensure
rice self-sufficiency at com-
petitive price levels.

In a joint statement, the
former agriculture secretar-
ies urged the Marcos ad-
ministration to undertake a
nationwide solar-powered
irrigation program to im-
prove rice production in the
country.

Pinol and Montemayor
said that some 200,000 hect-
ares madequately serviced
by the National Irrigation

: Admlmstratlon (NIA) will

benefit from their recom-

-mendation. These areas,
which are located at the tail-

end of NIA’S dam-sourced

Nl
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Ex-DA chiefs bat for solar—powered irrigation system

irrigation d1str1but10n system, get
minimal or no water espec:a]ly during

- the dry season.

An additional 1.5 million hectares of
rain-fed uplands can be planted to rice
and/or high value crops like soybean and
vegetables during the dry season, Pinol
and Montemayor said.

“The beauty of solar-based ir-
rigation is that it is free (coming from
the sun), renewable, environmentally
sound. It reduces farmers’ irrigation
expenses since it does not require
increasingly costly diesel fuel,” they
pointed out.

The 137 solar-powered irrigation'

system (SPIS) program was introduced
by Pinol and launched by President
Duterte in 2017 in M’lang, Cotabato. In
2018-19, DA completed an SPIS in Lum-
ban, Laguna built by the LK Group of
Israel and the country’s largest SPIS in
Llanera, Nueva Ecijain cooperation with

. theFilipino-owned Ramon Uy Foundry
and Machine Shop Corporation based in

Bacolod City. -
Accordingto Pinol ,hehad proposed
- as Duterte’s first DA Secretary an

Israeli-funded nationwide program.
However, a P40-billion soft loan offer
by the Israeli government for over 6,000
units of SPIS to cover 500,000 hectares
had not been acted upon by the econom-
ic team of the previous administration.

Meanwhile, Montemayor said that
asimilar proposal was submitted to the
Office of the President early this year
by Oscar I. Violago, developer of the
successful Casecnan multi-purpose
power generation and irrigation dam
project in Nueva Ecija in the late 1990s.
The project is currently servicing some
137,000 hectares in Central Luzon, the

~ country’s rice granary.

“Malacanang’s response is still be-
ing awaited,” he disclosed.

Montemayor said that there are cur-
rently over 300 various solar irrigation
projects already established by the DA,
the Department of Agrarian Reform, the
Bangsa Moro Autonomous Region, and
local government units.

“These and future development
plans need to be coordinated and scaled
up toachieve riceand food security
at the soonest time possible,” he added.
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Red t1de alert nakataas

‘sa uang coastal area

NAGBABALA ang Bureau Sa ablso ngBFARnsong
of Fisheries and Aquatic lahat ng
Resources (BFAR) na m{ shdiﬁs ‘at acetes o
nakataas pa rin ang red - mang na nakolekta
tide alert sa ilangcoastal ‘mula sa mga nasabing
water sa Pilipinas. % 1ugar ay hindi hgtas sa
a apektadon; pégkmnnn g ta 1
tublg sa_baybayin'ay sa- g Ayon sa BFAR, lahat
Roxas City, Sapian Bay, ‘ng uri ng shellfish at
Premdent Roxas, Panay, acetes sa mga lugar ay
g;l nasa Capiz; itibo parasa
'Bayb in ng Gigantes hellfish Poison- (PSP),
'Islands, Carles sa*?loﬂo‘f-f"i%an “nakakalason na
ng Dauis; Tag- red tide na lampas sa
ohol at Du- kanilang limitasyon
s Bay sa Zam- sa regulasyon. 11y
g Cabreza) 14
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'PCAFI, RISA: SUE CHINA

FOR CORALS

By JAsPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
o it

HE Philippine Chamber
I “of Agriculture and Food
~Inc. (PCAFI) urged the
Marcos Jr. administration to
pursue the filing of an envirori-
mental case against China over
the destruction of coral reefsin
the West Philippine Sea.
PCAFI President Danilo V..
Fausto said they are “strongly
‘encouraging” the government
to file an environmental case
against the people behind the
~ destruction of the country’s
coral reefs in the West Philip-
Vpine Seal 1 S PN
In doing so, Fausto pointed
out, the world would be aware of
whatishappening to the future
food sources of the Filipinos.
“Nakakaiyak. Iyong sinira
ang coral reefs, below the
“belt na iyon [That’s so heart-
breaking. Destroying the
coral reefs, that’s below the
belt],” PCAFI President Dani-
lo V. Fausto said during his
group’s forum on Wednesday.
“Iyong political, territorial,
okayyon pag-awayan politically,
diplomatically. Peroiyongcorals
eh bahay ng mga isda, hindi na '*

- Wednesday.

DAMAGE

makatao iyan,” he added.
(It is okay to dispute territo-
ries politically and diplomati-

cally. But to destroy the corals,

which house the fish, that’s in-
humane.) s VL HERS

" Earlier this week, defense
officials confirmed that coral
reefs in Rozul Reef and Escoda
Shoal in the West Philippine
Sea were destroyed by Chinese
Maritime Militia. (Related

story: https://BUSINESSMIR-

ROR.com.ph/2023/09/18/

pcg-confirms-severe-reef-

- damage-in-2-wps-features/)

Diovanie De Jesus of Oceana
said it might take decades for
coral reefs in the area to recover

sincetheyweretotallydestroyed.

' DeJesusalsonotedthatpay-

. mént for damages may not be

enough to cover the rehabilita-

tion'of the area but would still
_ be better than zero. M
- “Atleastwecanaskforsome-
thing. We can' use these pay-
ments for other projects like -

establishing marine protected
areasin the West Philippine Sea

andprotect existingreefsother
. than these destroyed reefs,” he

saidin atelevisioninterviewon

)

CONTINUED ON As

De Jesus pointed out that this is nof the “only
case” where the country’s coral reefs in the West
Philippine Sea were destroyed.

| Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla earlier

said the Department of Justice (DOJ) will recommend
to Malacanang the filing of cases against China for the
destruction of coral reefs and harvesting of corals in
the West Philippine Sea, (Related story: https:/
businessmhroncom;ph/zmm%oj-to- -
ommend-ﬂling-of-mse-v:-d:ina-over—demm—
tian-of—marfﬂme—mvimnnmt-ln-ws/)

i In 2019, the  BusiessMirsog reported that
China’s increasing demand. for food will deplete
marine resources in the West Philippine Sea and
wreak havoc on the country’s fish supply in the
near future. (Related story: https:/businessmir-
mnmm.ph/ZOl%?Md:lna—fustmﬁpping-
phi-fish i

The loss is not just on account of China’s rapid
devouring of Philippine fish. Its massive reclamation
and artificial island building has destroyed vitah -
coral reefs that provide habitat to marine resources, \
According to estimates by marine experts, the

Philippines is losing at least $647.5 million (P33.67
billion) annually from the marine resources—within
the country’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ)—that
were destroyed by China.

Senate push
MEANWHILE, senators are stepping up a clamor
for China to pay for environmental damages it
caused in the West Philippine Sea. ‘

Deputy Minority Leader Risa Hontiveros led
the push after the Philippine Coast Guard recently
confirmed that the destruction of coral reefs in Ro-
zul Reef and Escoda Shoal was most likely caused

~ by Chinese maritime militia vessels.

The senator then filed. Proposed Senate
Resolution No. 804, condemning the massive coral
harvesting and urging the appropriate Senate
Committee to conduct an inquiry into the matter.

. “Weshould seek payment for damages caused
by China in the WPS. Aabot ng bilyon-bilyon ang
makukuha natin kung mao-obligang magbayad
ang Tsina. Ninanakawan na nga nila ng hanapbu-
hay ang ating mga mangingisda, winawasak pa

nila ang ating likas-yaman. Kung mabayaran ng
Tsina ang lahat ng utang niya sa Pilipinas, sigu-
radong makakatulong ito sa kinakaharap nating
krisis sa ekonomiya. [We can get billions of com-
pensation if China is obliged to pay up. They have
not just deprived our people of livelihood; they
have stolen our natural riches. If China is made to
pay up all it owes the Philippines, that can help us
deal with the ecanomic crisis],” Hontiveros said.

In 2020, at the height of the pandemic, the

senator filed PSR No. 369, calling on the Executive to

exertlegal and diplomatic efforts so that China would
foot the bill for our Covid-19 response. This call came
after Dr. Deo Onda, a scientist from the University of
the Philippines’ Marine Science Institute, estimated
that the Philippines was losing around P33.1 billion
annually from the damaged reef ecosystems in Pana-
tag Shoal and Spratlys Islands due to China’s redama-
tionactivitiesinthearea,

Onda then explained that the amount was de-
termined using a baseline value of $353,429 or P18
million per hectare per year for coral reefs based

on a study conducted by Elsevier, a Dutch company

specializing in scientific, technical, and medical in-
formation and analytics. - '

“This will not be the first time for us to
seek reparations. Japan paid our country for her
destruction of Manila during- World War II, and in
more recent history, the United States of America:
also paid the Philippines P87 million, after the
USS Guardian damaged Tubbataha Reef in the Sulu
Sea. May karapatan tayong maningil [We have the
right to demand payment],” Hontiveros explained.

- The resolution also states that the government
cannot tolerate the continuing harms to the
environment, economy, and security brought about by
(China’s incursions, and must explore available recources
to hold China accountable, including a daim for dam-
agestobefiled with the Permanent of Court Arbitration.

“Our 2016 Arbitral Award clearly invalidated
China's sweeping and expansive claims in the
WPS. This is a case we won because of our dogged
commitment to abide by international law and
uphold the truth. It is only right that we pursue all
options to make China pay,” Hontiveros concluded.

With a report by Butch Fernandez
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A A ANILA and local pro-
Mducers should address
supplys1de issues” and

“capacity constraints” to enable '

exporters of durianand calamansi
juicetoincrease theirmarketshare

in China, according to Depart:,
ment of Trade and Industry (DTI)\

officials.

Trade Undersecretary for the'.
Industry Development Group

(IDG) Ceferino 8. Rodolfo also
said 15 Philippine exhibitors who
joined the recent China-Asean
Expo (CAEXPO) in Nanning ini-
tially generated $8.68 million in
sales or some P495 million. -
The Center for International
Trade Expositions and Missions,

the export promotions arm of

DTI, said freshand processed.| (soft
candies) durian products, banana

chips, and calamansi juice, were

the top sellers at the consumer fair.
" Rodolfo said, however, that

while almost all of the products

offered by Philippine participants

BusinessMirror
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‘Supply woes prevent PHL from hiking frmt exports to China’

" during the fa:r were sold out, the

participants face anumber of con-
straints that prevent them from

meetingthe requuements of the:,r '

buyers.

. “The challenges really are on_
the supply side. There is a market

andwhatis veryinterestinghereis

that the price points for this expo .

are much higher than the [levels

- ‘seen] in the Philippines,” he told
. reporters during a virtual media

briefing last Tuesday night.

Rodolfo noted that the Philip-
'pine durian debuted at the expo

and was warmly received by the
Chinese whohave tasted the fruit.

The Chinese, hesaid, descnbedthe-.
taste of the Philippine dunan as.

“really sweet and creamy

i eI he Ph111pp1nes started ex- d
porting durian to Chinain April,

three months after President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. signed
an agreement for protocol with,

' Beijing during his state visit in

China last January.

. Froilan Pamintuan, Trade’
and Industry Commercial Of-

ficer in Guangzhou, said that

when dura‘an entered the China“
market, it gained a lot of poten-
t1al buyers.

“*Unfortunately, medyo lim-

ited parin ‘yung capacity natin'to
serve some of the requirements.
In fact, here in the southern part
of China, we encountered some
potential buyers who were seeking
for possible services of durian pero

hindi na sila ma-serve ng Philip-

pine supphersbecause of capac1ty
constraints.”

“That’s why it’s really a supply‘

issue. Butthereisatremendouspo-

tentialfor durian,” Rodolfoadded.

The DTInoted that the favorite’
Philippine fruits of the Chinese are
bananas and durian.

Offieia'l's said imported banan-
as from the Philippines accounts-
for 90 percent of the market share :

in China.
'With the Philippines’s nelgh-

bors in Asia currently dominat--

ing the durian market in China,

Rodolfo’ underscored the need’
for the Philippines to work on'its -

supply-side issues so it can corner
a bigger market share for its.

“Calamansi juice' is another
product that was a hit among Chi-
nesebuyers. Rodolfo saidaFilipino
exhibitorwhosold thesaid product
at the expo told him that a buyer
placed an order for 32 container
vans of calamansijuice. The seller,
however, could not commit to de-

livering the orders due to supply

side issues.

“For example, we need to ensure
that the calamansi is'available
all year round and that farmers
should have their own processing

facil 1eiwh1qhw.1}1 allow them to ‘

'

process calamansi,” he said.

‘Pamintuan, for his part, said
the ﬁukpplped is targetmg to
ship more frozen durian products
to China.

"“Right now the protocol that
has been signed which provides
market access for durian from the
Philippines to China only involves
fresh durian. The frozen products
arenot yetincluded. Maybe that’s
oneintervention that we canprob-

ably get [implement] with the help
ofour colleagues from the Depart—

ment of Agriculture.”
(3 ) 1
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Pangasinan to open salt farms for to

DASOL, Pangasinan: This town's
tourism office is now preparing a tour
package, including a visit to a salt farm.

Guendolin Bustamante, head of
this town's tourism and cultural of-
fice, said her office is now drafting a
memorandum of agreement between
the municipal government and the salt
farm owners for their inclusion in the
tour package.

“The salt farms here are privately
owned,” Bustamante said, adding that
visitors cannot just barge into a salt
farm without the owners’ permission.

At present, salt farms located along
the Pangasinan-Zambales highway are
the most visited by curious motorists,
who have been dropping by the farms

 to watch workers harvest salt and take
pictures. Some even ask the salt farmers
to allow them to hold the wooden rake
to experience harvesting salt.

However, the salt farm tour may only
take place during the salt production
season in the dry months of November
to May. Most salt farms are converted
into fishponds during the rainy months.

“Every tourist who comes to Dasol
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DON'T GET SALTYM.,..m..s.,m.m,m

the newly produced salt toward the edge of a salt bed in Barangay

Hermosa in Dasol, Pangasinan. The salt is collected in a bamboo basket and

hauled into a store room. PHOTO BY GABRIEL CARDINOZA

should visit our salt farms. But at the
same time, they should be able to take
home the salt from our town,” said
Bustamante.

This town is Pangasinan’s top salt
producer,

In 2021, Dasol produced 24,000 met-
ric tons (MT) of salt from its more than
10,000 banigan (salt beds) located in 13
of its 18 villages, according to the Office

of the Provincial Agriculturist data.

“Its production in 2021 constituted
37.4 percent of the Pangasinan’s total
salt production of 64,156.36 MT.

Bustamante said that her town had
been attracting celebrities because of the
popular accommodation establishments
in the town, like Sirom, which is Bali-
inspi
Beach Villas, which opened |ast year.

e yvsingephqon ol z»
medla and inviting their friends to visit

Both facilities are'lo
bong Beach, about 20 kilometers from
the highway.

“We are very happy that celehrmes
have been visiting our town, especlally
because they have been promoting our

our town,"said Bustamante.

The town, which faces the West Phil-
ippine Sea, also boasts of the Colibra
and Crocodile islands, where tourists
can collect seashells, enjoy the shallow -
water surrounding them, or watch the
sunset.

“We are now also planning to open
our caves to tourists,” said Bustamante.

From Metro Manila, the town may «
be reached by bus from Pasay or Cubao
traveling to Alaminos City. From Alami-
nos, one may take another bus going to
Santa Cruz, Zambales, to take a jeepney
bound for Dasol. '

By car, the town may be reached
by exiting at the Subic-Clark-Tarlac
Expressway Luisita exit and then driving

d resort Dasol- - - - to Dasol via Camiling and Alaminos City.

GABRIEL CARDINOZA
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E global agricultural land-
scape is currently undergoing
many changes, from adoption of
more sustainable or eco-friendly
systems, to digitalization. And the
country's agriculture sector must
not be left behind,

One of the countries that has
taken bold steps to level up its
agriculture sector is India, with
a member of the Indian govern-
ment's public policy think tank
agency NITI Aayog saying that
the government will increase the
number of cooperatives nation-
wide.

Specifically, NITI Aayog
member Ramesh Chand said
that the Indian government will
establish cooperatives in every
village of the country where
there is still no cooperative.
The cooperatives will then be
leveled up to engage in other
activities besides producing
farm and food products, and
even export their products.

Chand said the move aims to
help develop the rural economy
and answer the Indian govern-

| DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Cooperatives as drivers of rural growth

MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
D. DAR

ment's call for “prosperity through
cooperation, " adding that his gov-
ernment’s priority is to strengthen
farmer organizations.

Another big development
from India for its agriculture
sector is the onboarding of 1,600
farmer producer organizations
in the Open Network Digital
Commerce (ONDC), which can
accelerate the creation of more
cooperatives in the countryside
of India.

The ONDC is a big step to link-

ing farmers directly to the market

for their products through digital
channels. And I am not surprised
that India is forging ahead with
this as that country is the leader
globally in the information tech-
nology-business process manage-
ment industry.

Chand called this development

a “game changer” as it will help
improve the income of farmers
and get them onto the path of
digitalization.

NITI Aayog is also bent on
changing the mindset of food pro-
ducers that agriculture should be
treated as a business. So, the think
tank agency is also exploring ways
to make farmers and cooperatives
think like entrepreneurs which, in
turn, will help attract more private
sector investment into India’s agri-

‘culture industry.

To attain that, NITI Aayog is
creating a national database of
cooperatives that will help the
agency to identify gaps in their
geographical distribution and get
inputs for policymaking.

What the Indian government
wants to happen is agricultural
and rural cooperatives become

financially viable business entities.

Furthermore, NITI Aayog said a
15-percent corporate tax rate will
apply to new cooperatives start-
ing at the end of March next year
that will engage in manufacturing
activities.

‘The Philippine setting

The Philippines can definitely
learn lessons from India’s latest
initiatives to level up its coopera-
tive sector, especially now that the
Philippines is facing a possible
rice supply shortage crisis, and
our agriculture sector as a whole
is feeling the shocks from climate
change and globalization.

And among the best ways to deal
with those challenges is creating
a robust agribusiness ecosystem
like what I have discussed in one
of my past columns (“Creating a
robust agribusiness ecosystem”
published on August 24). One
of the objectives of establishing a
robust agribusiness ecosystem is to
consolidate or cluster fragmented
land holdings into larger, more
cohesive units to attain economies
of scale and enable better manage-
ment of resources, including soil
and water resources.

Clustering can also be carried
out at varying scales, from 15
hectares that can be run by small
and medium business enterprises,

including cooperatives, and to
1,000 or more hectares for corpo-
rate farming initiatives. The latter
can be done with a corporation
owning and operating its own
large plantation or a firm partner-
ing with clustered farmers. I prefer
the latter as it is a more inclusive
model.

Larger consolidated farms can
also stimulate other economic
activities like provision of trans-
portation services. And those who
used to be smallholder farmers
will have better incomes and will
spend more for themselves and
their families, stimulating local
economic growth.

Taking it one step further, con-
solidated and clustered farmlands
will facilitate the creation of coop-
eratives that can aspire to go into
value-adding, creating more jobs
in the countryside. The private sec-
tor partner of the clustered farmers
can also assist or spearhead the
creation of cooperatives of their
farmer-partners, which will make
it easier for private companies to
transfer tc: hnolooy and know-how

to farmers.

And once a cooperative's busi-
ness activities expands and go
beyond the production of crops, |
they will need to tap the services |
of other cooperatives engaged in
extending credit, providing logis-
tical and storage services, among
many others.

So, the dream that there will
arise more “billionaire coopera-
tives” in the countryside should
not be a dream at all, because this
is very possible, I even have come
across or heard of such billionaire
cooperatives thriving and becom-
ing one of the anchors of growth
in the Philippine countryside. You
could easily mistake these coop-
eratives as corporations as they are
managed efficiently like a typical
corporation, or even better,

But if the government takes
similar steps to what the India
government is doing to boost the
cooperative sector, especially on-
boarding cooperatives on digital
trading platforms, I am certain the
number of billionaire cooperative:s
will increase in the next few years.

Page of



The Manila Times’

'BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

E Cagayan State University (CSU) has
forged a partnership with the Mahasaraswati
University of Denpasar (Universitas

Mahasaraswati Denpasar Indonesia) for exchange
programs and agribusiness initiatives.

1 Through CSU President Urdu-
jah Alvarado, a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) was
sealed on September 18, with

the Mahasaraswati University of
Denpasar led by Rector I Made
Sukamerta.

During the virtual MoU cer-
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CSU taps Indonesian university

emony, Alvarado said she looks
forward to international exchange
opportunities with Mahasaraswati
University of Denpasar.

“With Indonesia being one of
the Philippines’ closest neighbors,
I am sure that there will be a lot
of interesting topics and cultural
experiences to learn from one
another that can improve cross-
cultural understanding,” she said.

Alvarado said the new partner-
ship will dwell on faculty and
student exchange across the areas

of teacher training, education, and
agriculture and agribusiness activi-
ties including crop and livestock,
food processing and innovation
focusing on CSU's efforts on high-
value crops like coffee, citronella
and lemon grass.

She said the partnership will
also include activities in the field
of research and access to publica-
tions, joint seminar workshops,
trainings and other academic
activities.

The virtual event was wit-

nessed by CSU Vice President
for Academic Affairs Mariden
Cauilan; Vice President for
Administration and Finance
Gigged Battung; Vice President
for Partnership and Resource
Mobilization Teresa Dimalanta;
Vice President for Research,
Development and Extension
Junel Guzman; and different
CSU campus executive officers
and domestic and international
partnership coordinators.
Founded in 1982, the Ma-

hasaraswati University of Den-
pasar is a private higher education
institution located in the large city
of Denpasar, Bali, and a medium-
sized coeducational Indonesian
higher education institution.

This 41-year-old Indonesian
higher educational institution
offers courses and programs lead-
ing to officially recognized higher
education degrees in several areas
of study. It has a selective admis-
sion policy based on entrance
examinations.
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ternational Agri-ecotourism Congress

from September 11 to 12 was hosted
by the Aklan State University (ASU) |
~in Boracay, Malay, Aklan. tha
- Held at the Paradise Garden in
Boracay, the event aimed to serve
- as a platform for the dissemination
of research results and for sharing

knowledge, experiences and culture

 in establishing agri-ecotourism tech-
nologies and innovations to sustain
. and mainstream the agri-ecotourism
-industry to a diverse set of audience.
 The event was attended by students,
faculty researchers, scientists, re-
-search specialists, agricultural service

providers, private sectors engaged in
the agri-ecotourism industry, local

‘government units and other stake-

holders in agri-ecotourism from
France, Indonesia and the Philip-
pines.

ASU hosts mternatlonal agn ecotourlsm congress

~ ANCHORED on the theme “Revital-
izing agro-industrial connectivity
_toward sustainable ecology and re-

silient GloCal Village,” the 2nd In-

| Photo shows participants of the 2nd International Agri-ecotourlsm (ongress hosted by the Aklan State Universlty in Boracay, Malay,
Aklan. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO | . : '
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Joining the event was the Philip-
pine government-hosted Southeast
Asian Regional Center for Graduate
Study and Research in Agriculture
(Searca) headed by Dlrector Glenn
Gregorio.

Gregorio said the agency, through
Nova Ramos, Searca’s Training for
Development Unit head under the
Education and Collective Learning
Department, presented agri-ecotour-
ism as a pillar of rural development.

Gregorio said Ramos shared the
center's capacity-building initiatives
on agri-ecotourism, including its sup-
port for agri-innovators, that catered
to legislators, educators, practitioners
and other stakeholders across the
| Southeast Asian region and beyond.

Ramos also highlighted the socio-
cultural, economic and environmen-
tal benefits of agri-ecotourism and its
potential as a pathway for inclusive
and sustainable rural development.

Aklan Gov. Jose Enrique Miraflores
in his message delivered by a repre-
sentative underscored the importance
of tourism in their province, its an-
nual growth and the challenges that
it brings.

In his message, Miraflores stressed
the need to gear tourism toward
benefiting everyone, whether from a
social, economic or environmental
point of view saying, “This is the
significance of agri-ecotourism, as it
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aims to guide tourism development

with respect for local communities, all
in harmony with the environment.”
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The education factor

Lily Freida Macabangun-Milla, Com-
mission on Higher Education (CHEd)
International Affairs Staff director,

'said CHEd supports education and

lifelong learning in tourism.

“This project was intended to make
the university the destination itself as it
leverages on the trifold function of the
university that is instruction, research
and extension as it glocalizes the higher
education institutions (HEIs) by taking
advantage of global developments,”
Macabangun-Milla said.

Tourism education comes into play
in terms of the progress in the sector
in areas that are not the usual tourist
destinations but could offer more in
terms of agri-ecotourism, she added.

In building the international com-
petitiveness of higher education
institutions, Macabangun-Milla said,
“CHEd endeavors to uphold inter-

‘national commitments and support

HEIs like ASU in promoting to build
knowledge-based society and ensure
that we have responsible global citi-
zens for the world and of the world.”

As keynote speaker, Sen. Lorna Re-
gina “Loren” Legarda also said that
“future agro-industrial connectivity
is not just a concept, but a part of the
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future where our actions align with
the principles of sustainability and
resilience in agriculture and industry.”

In her video message, Legarda
urged both industrial and agricultural
stakeholders. to forge links to move
forward together toward sustainable
tourism saying that education is vital
in developing responsible tourism
that benefits all stakeholders.

She also noted that education and
awareness-raising help highlight the
beauty, diversity and cultural impor-
tance of agricultural activities while
offering educational and recreational
experiences.

““One person can stimulate rural de-
velopment, support farmers and local
communities, and create sustainable
and authentic tourism experiences,
thereby promoting environmental
conservation, raising awareness of
sustainable agriculture, as well as
offering a promising avenue for eco-
nomic development, environmental
preservation and cultural exchange,”
Legarda added.

Views outside of PH

Also during the event, Etriya Etriya,
a lecturer from the Department of
Agribusiness, Institut Pertanian Bo-
gor (IPB) in Indonesia, presented
a more concrete deﬂmtlon of agri-
ecotourism.

She said agri-ecotourism is a hybrid

form of agritourism where activities
are based directly on agriculture and
ecotourism, and this requires respon-
sible travel to natural areas to preserve
the environment. (
“Agri-ecotourism allows tourists
to contribute to small communities
through their purchasing decisions; in
turn, they have a chance to learn more
about the history and environmental
activities of the region,” Etriya added.
The Asean Center for Biodiversity pre-
sentation through Arvin Diesmos, Bio-

diversity Information Management Unit

director, emphasized the importance of
nature-based solutions to conserve and
protect natural resources for the benefit
of the agri-ecotourism industry.

The international event also featured
breakout sessions, with the participants
divided into two groups to coverall the
research carried out on agri-ecotourism,
namely the Natural/Biological Science
and Development category and the
Social Science category.

Also included in the presentations
were research on biosolids from the
wastewater treatment plant, mangrove
tea, kabuteng saging production and
cultivation, exploration of local his-

torical and cultural sites, business

risks and resilience practices of Gui-
maras’ coastal resorts, the contribu-
tion of the weaving industry on local
weavers and engaging youth in agri-
ecotourism, among others,
LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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‘Walang taas-presyo ng isda sa bansa’

Maraming isda sa
Pilipinas kaya't walang
anumang magaganap na
pagtataas sa presyo ng
mga isda sa bansa.

lto ang binigyang diin
sa isang media forum sa
Quezon City ni Danilo
Fausto, pangulo ng Philip-
pine Chamber of Agricul-
ture and Food Inc.

Ayon kay Fausto, hindi
nababago ang presyo ng

iba't ibang uri ng isda sa
bansa dahil walang kaku-
langan sa demand dito ng
mamamayan.

Kaugnay nito, sinabi ni
Fausto na pabor din ang
private sector sa close
season dahil sa mga stra-
tegic areas lamang ito
naisasagawa. Aniya, sa
isang kilometrong karaga-
tan ay may 250 toneladang
isda ang napo-produce sa

isang taon.

Samantala, hinikayat
nito ang pamahalaan na
magsampa ng environ-
mental case laban sa
China dahil sa pagwasak
sa coral reef sa West
Philippine Sea. Aniya,
pag-aari ito ng Pilipinas
kaya't walang karapatan
ang China na wasakin
ang bahay ng mga isda.
-Angie dela Cruz-
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Supply constraints limit PH fruit exports to China -

THE potential for Philippine fruitex-
hugedmdﬁum&ewuﬂd’sm
market but supply constrain it
the country tomaximize the opportu-
nities. e
Departmentof Tradeand Industry

(D’fDofﬁcia]stoldEortasmavirm-
al briefing on Tuesday evening that
the 20th China-ASEAN Expoin Nan-
ning, China held from Sept. 16 to 20

the big opportunities for

Philippine products, especially duri-
an.

Philippine Trade and Investment
Center in Guangzhou nerci
Consul Froilan Emil Pamintuan said

since the firstshi tof fresh Philip-
pineduriantoChinalastApepoten
* tial Chinese buyers have started to

look into sourcing the fruit from the

2

&

pea iy,

TradeUndefsécretary

dolfo said stakeholders have to work

onaddressing thelow productivity of
local fruit farmers for them to tap the
demand from overseas markets. -

“It'sreallya

lyissue, but there
is really a tremendous

potential for

durian,” he said. “We really have to -

work to getagood marketshare of the
Gligaduﬂmmr i
iggest fruit imports of China are
bananas and durian, with the former
leading in terms of volume and the
latter in terms of value.
The Philippinesis the top source of
bananas for China while Thailand and
* Vietnamlead China‘sdurianmarket.
“Qur target is to be able to have the
samedominancein the durianmarket,
whichweare currently enjoyingin the
bananamarket,” Rodolfosaid.
From January to June 2023, Philip-
ine durian toChinawere val-
million con to

St mieeting betwden Pres
and R ‘Marcos}'randg i-
Beijing signed a protoco
of‘ph)gosanitaryrgqmsnumemml:sforthe
expoﬂsuff_mshdurianfmmtlm?hilip»

This aj t has allowed fresh

durian from the Philippinestohave the

same market access as durians from

Thailand and Vietnam. ; ;
Fifteen exhibitors from the Phili

pinsparﬁdpatedhtlﬁswm"sCAEﬁ—

XiJinping lastjanuary,

PO, generating sales of at least USD8
Theparticipatingexhibitorsbrought
freshdurianand duriancandies,banana -
ips, calamansi juice, liniment, and

jewelry, amm‘\g others to the Phili
pineellgyootl-l of the trade exhibition. £

Rodolfo said that in 2019, there
were 51 exhibitors from the Philip-

ines generating sales of around

D12.8 million.

He added that despite the lower
number of Philippine exhibitors this
g, generated sales remained high
Gm:.seofﬂnvalueofﬁmhdunan' anin

The trade official also mentioned
 that a calamansi juice exhibitor at the
Philippine pavilion was not able to
supply thewholedemand ofa Chinese
buyer, rwﬁmsaz 20-foot container
vans. The Filipinoseller was only able
ofitslimited supply capacity. _
“On the economic, frade, and in--
_ vestmentside, thefun entalsofeach '
other’s positioain terms’ of global
value chains, in terms of complemen-
tation of our comparativeadyantages
is very strong, which leads to the
strong interestin terms of investments
and trade. Weintend tomaximize full
all of these opportunities,” Rodol
said. PNA
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Big emissions bllls are commg for shlps salhng 1n Europe

HIPS . carrymg everythmg
Wy from consumer goods to food

‘and fuel inand out of the Eu-
‘ropean Union will soon facehefty‘ -

emissions bills.

The maritime mdustry w111
join the bloc’s Emissions Trading
System in January, meaning big
ships will start paying for carbon
emissions. Some major freight

- nean Shipping Company SA and
A.P. Moller-Maersk A/S——could

see costs run into hundreds of |

millions of dollars, accord-ing to

BloombergNEF.

Vessels carry moré than 80 :

percent of world trade and are a

b1g source of emissions, pump-

ing .';n.bou'r1 1 billion tons of CO2
into the atmosphere in 2018.

The incoming system is the |

world’s first large-scale carbon
charge for mtematmnal ship-

ping,and part of thebloc’s green :

push to tackle climate change.

Yet though sizable, the fees 3

are unlikely to be high enough
to force an immediate shift to
cleaner marine fuels.

“The EU ETS wxll increase the'
freight rates,” said Tore Longva,
 decarbonization director at ship
classification society: DNV. But

vessel supply and demand islikely

- tohaveabiggerimpacton sh:ppmg

rates, he said.

For a single container sh1p

sailingbetween Europe and Asia,

the emissions cost could total

firms—such as MSC Mediterra-. . about€810,000 ($864,500) next

year, assuming a ;_a_.rbon market
price of €90 a ton, according to

DNV. Firms will have to cover
a greater share of emissions in

.+ the following two years, mean-

~ ing costs should go even higher.

An example of how it will work:

_ mAvessel carrying 5, 000 stan-

dard sized containers between the
EU and Asia over a year generates

about 40,000 tons of CO2. Butbe-
cause the;ourneys stretchoutside.
Europe, only half the emissions.

need to be covered. e

® That means incurring a cost
for 20,000 tons of CO:
extra 2,500 tons while the ‘ship is
in European ports.

 Plus. an,

wIn the fn:st year, 40 percent
of the quallf mg emissions are_
chargeable, o' that ship would
face costs for 9,000 tons of coz.

‘m Assummg a carbon price of
€90'a ton, that's €810,000. -

- m That would rise to €1.4 mil=/'
lionin 2025 when 70 percent of
emissions must be covered and
€2 million in 2026 when all emis-,

sions are chargeable (assummg ai
€90 carbon pnce)

. The regulatxon covers shlps
of 5,000 gross tonnage and. above
and apphes tovessels going into—
andoutof—EUand European Btb-
nomic/Area ports. ‘

"It could take a while for ‘the‘
program to really cut emissions;

‘though. Atacarbonprice of about.
€90, it would still be cheaper to

use pglluti_ng‘oil-h;ase,dfuels and
pay for the emissionsrather than
use more expensive marine b1o—

fuels Longva said.

Ancf while the addmonal costs

arenotable, shippers have seenb1g

swingsin fuel pricesinrecentyears

. that far outstripped the loommg

carbon charges.

For example a carbon prlce of
€90 would equal a charge of less
than €300 for every ton burned of

oil-based fuel. Yet the cost of very |

low-sulfur fuel oilin Rotterdam—

acommon propéllant-—jti'mpedby. -

about $850 a ton in less than two
years through early 2022,

Stricterrules \
STILL, the emissions. system w111

encourageshipperstobemore fuel

efficient, And as the number of al-
lowances avaxlable to buy to cover

emissions falls, that should push

up carbonpnces and make thé sys-
tem more effective. Emissions of
methane and nitrous oxide from

shipping will also be mcluded iny |

years to come.

The EU also hasa separate reg--

ulation coming into forceiin 2025
called the FuelEU Maritime, which

: should also drive shlppers toward
cleaner fuels It sets maximum
limits on the annual gree.nhouse_

gas mtens:ty of the energyusedby

vessels, with the targets getting

toughet as time passes. ‘
ﬂonmberg News
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’Multlple shocks keep pushmg
world further away from SDGs’

H of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, a ot of the progress
made towards its fpod and agriculture-
related targets has stagnated or reversed,
according to a new report by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQ).

The report, titled Tracking progress on
food and agriculture-related SDG indicators
2023, was published last Friday, days before
worldleaders gathered in New York to attend

the UN's SDGSummit to review the state of

the Agenda’s 17 Sustainable Devefopment
Goals (SDGs).

Mtthe SDGsummit, therewillbeenonnous‘
expectations for concréte commitments to .

be made for reversing the SDGs' current

predicament with tangible actions and =

results. To do so, leaders around the world
need data that can guide their decisions
and help them make priorities,” José
Rosero Moncayo, Director of FAQ's Statistics
Division, said at the report’s launch.

The main conclusions ofthe reportare that
while the world was already off track from
meeting the SDGs even prior to 2020, the past
few yearshaveseen multiple shocksthat have
furtherstalled oreven reversed progressacross

several targets. These include the lingering
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, the impact

of armed conflicts around the world, high

inflation, along with the escalating effects of :

the climate crisis.
The food and agriculture-related SDG

indicators, of which FAO is among the

UN agencies” main custodian, are in a

particularly'critical state. The proportion -

of the world population facing chronic
hunger in 2022 was about 9.2 percent,
compared to 7.9 percent in 2015. The
latest FAQ estimates putthe global hunger
figure for 2022 between 691 million and
783 million people.

» “Investment in agriculture has stalled,

there is no progress in conserving animal

genetic resources, and forest area across,

the globe continues to shrink.”.

FAQ said the few positive trends are in
the area of conservation of plant genetic
résources;, water use efficiency, and the
adoption of i instruments to combat illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing. -

The report focuses on selected indicators
across eight of the SDG Goals that were
adopted ata UN Summitin New Yorkin 2015
(1,2,5,6,10,12, 14 and 15).

Among the highlights
of the report are. :

m The prevalence of undernourishment
in the world is still far above pre-Covid-19-
pandemic levels. Similarly, food insecurity

ALFWAY. mto the. mpfementat:onj

W

",m the past decade.

has increased slgnlflcantly, from 25.3
percent of the global population.in 2019
to 29.6 percent in 2022.

m SDGindicators focused on malnutrition
present a mixed picture. Although
stunting has declined, from 26.3 percent
in 2012 to 22.3 percent in 2022, the rate
of reduction is not nearly close enough
to meet the global target. In 2022, 6.8
percent of children under 5 years 'of
age were affected by wasting, while
the prevalence,of overweight children,
measured at 5.6 percent, hasvstagnatedi'

. In 2021, the share of countries facing

.moderateiy to abnormally high food prices

was 21.5 percent, down from the record high
of 48 percent in 2020. However, this figure
is still above the 2015-2019 average (15.2
percent), reflecting continued increases in
food prices, mainly supported by elevated
production and transport costs on account
of costlier fertilizers and energy.

m Agricultural losses directly attributed
to natural disasters, which are increasing
both in frequency and intensity, amounted
t0 $19.3 billionin 2021, based on data from
22 countries. The percentage of food lost
after harvesting on farms and at transport,
storage, wholesale and processing levels is
estimated at 13.2 percent globally in 2021,
compared to 13 percent in 2016. :

mInone-third of the assessed countries,
fewer than 50 percent of women and men
involved in agricultural production have

- ownership and/or secure tenure rights over

the ‘agricultural land. Among'landowners,
the share of men having ownership is at
least twice that of women in almost half'’
of the countries. :

“The vision of a world with zero
hungerand malnutrition and sustainable
agriculture is still within reach, and
the distance to be covered /s not
insurmountable,” FAO said..

“However, to achieve the food
and agriculture-related SDG targets,
urgent coordinated actions and policy
solutions are imperative to address
entrenched inequalities, transform
agri-food systems, invest in sustainable
agricultural practices, and holster
resilience against shocks.”

The UN agency said improving data

~ capabilities plays a key role in ensuring

pragress. Despite extensive efforts towards
building stronger data and statistical
systems for SDG monitoring, significant
data gaps still exist.

“There is the need to speed up
investmentsin data generation, in particular
in less developed countries, to be able to
guide transformative change.”
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