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The Manila Times

‘Jr.gave assurances
that the country has
ample rice supply but
admitted that the gaps
in distribution disrupt
market availability and
supply and therefore
must be resolved by the
government.

“There are still many things
lacking when it comes to distri-
‘bution,” he said during a rice dis-
tribution event he spearheaded
in Iriga City over the weekend.
“We have enough rice, it's just
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u Président Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during the rice-distrihution for poor families and Indigenous Peoples in
Camarines Sur. PHOTO BY RENE H. DILAN ;

that the supply is not distributed
correctly. Supply is not a prob-

lem here in the Philippines.” The -

President added that rice produc-
tion increased this year but the

government has to 1mprove the

system. -

“We need to fix the system from
research and development to
planting, processmg, distribution,

marketing, up to retail,” he said.

Marcos: said the government
has started implementingreforms
whose effects may soon be felt by
the public.
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Marcos leads launch
of services caravan

Malacafiang on Sunday said a caravan would soon
be launched in all provinces in the country to pro-
vide quicker delivery of government services to the
people. The Bagong Pilipinas Serbisyo Fair (BPSF)
caravan will give “less fortunate Filipinos” easier ac-
cess to these services under such flagship projects
as the Kadiwa ng Pangulo, the Palace said. President -

Marcos on Saturday led the launching of the
BPSF in Camarines Sur. —STORY BY JEROME ANING

M

of gov’t services caravan

By .lerome Aning
@JeromeAningINQ

Malacanang on' Sunday said a
“caravan” will soon be launched
in all 82 provinces in the country
to provide Filipinos with easier
access to government services.

In a statement, the Pal-
ace said the “Bagong Pilipinas
Serbisyo Fair” (BPSF) cara-
van, which President Marcos
launched in Camarines Sur on
Saturday, aims to provide to
“less fortunate Filipinos” ma-
jor government services under
such flagship projects as the
Kadiwa ng Pangulo, Passport-

n-Wheels and other assistance
and outreach programs.

In Nabua, Camarines Sur, Mr.
Marcos led the distribution of
rice and cash aid to indigents and
boats to the town’s fisherfolk.

The BPSF was also simulta-
neously launched in Laoag City,
Ilocos Norte, in ceremonies led
by Rep. Ferdinand Alexander

Marcos III; in Tolosa, Leyte, by

- Speaker Martin Romualdez; and

in Monkayo, Davao de Oro, by
Special Assistant to the President
Anton Lagdameo.

Benefits

In his speech, Mr. Marcos
said the BPSF was only one of the
first initiatives of his adminis-
tration to provide Filipinos with
government services in the com-
fort of their provinces.

Romualdez, on the other
hand, was quoted in the Palace
statement as saying that “The
‘Serbisyo Fair’ truly breathed
life into the aspirations of Mr.
Marcos to bring many gov-
ernment programs within the
reach of people who may not
have the means to avail of these
benefits.”

The BPSF national secre-
tariat comprises the Office of
the President, the Office of the
Speaker, the Presidential Com-
munications Office (PCO) and

the House of Representatives.

Record-high participation
According to the PCO, or-
ganizers had decided to stretch
some of the programs from the
original two-day event as it at-

“tracted a record high of 322,689
portal-registered Filipinos as of

10:30 a.m. on Sunday.

Organizers estimated that
the service caravan would attract
more than 400,000 participants.

As of Sunday morning, 87,158
participants were recorded in
Laoag, Ilocos Norte; 103,647 in
Nabua, Camarines Sur; 57,345
in Tolosa, Leyte; and, 74,539 in
Monkayo, Davao de Oro. *

The BPSF offers social, liveli-
hood, education and regulatory
assistance services from various
agencies—such as enrollment
in Tupad (Tulong Panghanapbu-
hay sa Ating Disadvantaged/Dis-
placed Workers), legal counsel-
ing, distribution of farm inputs
and machinery, Tulong Dunong

Program, Tesda scholarships
and program enrollment, finan-
cial assistance programs, Kadi-
wa Stores, SB Corp. services for
MSMEs, educational assistance,
LTO driver's license’ renewal,
DFA passport application, NBI
clearance application, police
clearance application, LTOPF
renewal/application, PSA birth
certificate application, Pag-Ibig
membership and housing loan,
SS§S membership application,
GSIS UMID application, Postal
ID application, National ID appli-
cation, PhilHealth consultation,
Public service training, PRC re-
newal, PAO free legal services,
and PhilHealth registration.
Meanwhile, the President
has directed the Department
of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment to start distributing to-
day cash assistance to sari-sari
store owners affected by the
price ceilings on rice, Mala-
canang said on Sunday. —wiTH
A REPORT FROM MARLON RAMOS INQ



‘Ferdinand “Bong-

bong” Marcos Jr. may be
facing a defining moment
in his presidency: the fight against
inflation. Whether he succeeds or
fails in the fight against inflation
will set the tone for the rest of his
term, determine his legacy, and
build or destroy the political capi-
tal he needs to achieve the rest of
his objectives.
Inflation is the number one
concern among Filipinos, re-
peated surveys reveal. It is mostly

driven by food inflation, a “gut” *

issue if ever there is one. It de-
termines whether Filipinos go
hungry and shapes how they view
the world.

On a macro-level, however,
persistently high inflation could
lead to a “doom loop”: high infla-
tion leads to high interest rates,
resulting in lower growth, lower
government revenues, and less
money for government spending,
leading to lower growth.

We are already seeing the ef-
fects of high inflation and high
interest rates: estimated GDP
growth this year is expected to
be around 5.5% per annum (pa),
lower than the 6-7% pa the gov-
ernment is projecting for the next
five years. This will likely lead to
lower tax revenues, higher defi-
cits, and bigger borrowings.

So far, the government is fall-
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ing short in the fight against in-
flation. The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) expects inflation
to average between 5-6% pa this
year, well above its target range
of 2-49%. It has indicated that it’s
prepared to increase interest
rates some more if necessary and
this will lead to slower growth.

To fight inflation, the govern-
ment has chosen to conduct
political theater rather than
addressing fundamentals. The
rice prite cap will just result in
inedible rice being offered by re-
tailers and a lower buying price °
for farmers. The public will also
see through the “moro-moro” of
demonizing so-called hoarders -
and smugglers as the reason for
the high rice prices. The govern-
ment has failed to put a single
“hoarder” to jail.

Page [ of 2



There is one effective way to
fight food inflation, but the ad-
ministration has chosen not to
do it: liberalize food importation,
i.e., reduce the tariff on rice and

abolish quantitative restrictions

on corn, chicken, pork, vegeta-
bles, sugar, and fish.

The present system, wherein
quantitative restrictions are
imposed on these agricultural
commodities and high tariffs are
imposed whether in-quota and out-
‘quota, justhenefits the Department
of Agriculture (DA) insiders and the
syndicates able to manipulate sup-

_ply due to these restrictions. Since |

supply is constricted through these
quotas and high tariffs, Filipino
consumers pay high prices for food.

Atthe veryleast, cornimporta-

tion should be liberalized, and

tariffs reduced to 5%. Corn is
the major ingredient in pork and
chicken production. It accounts

- for about 60% of the cost of rais-

ing hogs and poultry. The high
tariffs and import restrictions
on corn are the reason why our
chicken prices are almost double
that of Thailand. The high cost
of corn also incentivizes our hog
producers to resort to swill feed-
ing, enabling the African Swine
Fever to spread among the hog
population and decimating local

_pork production.

Vietnam recently reduced its

. tariff on corn from a low 4% to

an even lower 2%. Why shouldn’t
we have the same low tariffs to
reduce chicken and pork prices?
Vietnam has smartly decided to
move up the agricultural produc-

usinessWorld
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tion chain to chicken and pork

production where the value:

added is higher.

The present Phlhppme tariff
on corn is 85%, although this was
modified to 5% for in-quota and

. 15% out-quota temporarily by EO

10, issued by President Rodrigo
Duterte and extended for another
year by President Marcos, Jr. until
the end of this year. The problem
is that the MAV (Minimum Access
Volmﬁe) was set at a low 217,000
MT when the country’s deficit
is around 3 million to 5 million
metric tons. What the government
should do instead is abolish the
MAYV and allow free importation of
corn at whatever volume.

The argument against liber-

. alization hds always been that
protection helps our farmers. Has'
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it? Decades of protection haven’t
benefited our corn farmers, who
remain one of the poorest groups
in the country, together with
fishermen and coconut farmers.
Their average farm size is only
half a hectare (yes, 5,000 square
meters), which'is just too small
for increasing production com-
mercially. No amount of protec-
tion will change this uneconomie
production structure. -

*~  I'm also mystified as to why
President Bongbong Marcos |

listens to these noisy so-called

farmer leaders calling for more’

protection when they are clearly
not the average Filipino farmer,
and why he has to resort to po-
litical theater in trying to resolve
inflation and the food crisis. He
isn’t running for re-election un-

- less he’s governing with a differ-
" ent agenda in mind. : ;

He should learn instead from
former President Duterte, who

listened to his economic manag-
ers and pushed through the Rice
‘Tariffication Lat despite oppo-

sition from these noisy farmer
leaders and leftist organizations.
The result was stable rice prices
forasignificant period. The stable

' rice prices were a contributing
factor to the high popularity rat-
~ ing enjoyed by former Premdent

Duterte. [
There’s a possibility that the

situation will get worse before it

gets better. Oil prices have surged
to $92 per barrel due to the oil
production cut announced by
Saudi Arabia and Russia. Fertil-
izer prices and other petroleum-
based inputs will surely follow.
Sugar prices are surging, and local
production is expected to drop
with the onset of El Nifio or the

dry weather phenomenon: That'

means higher prices for every-
thing from cookies tobanana-cue.
. If the DA miscalculates on its
estimates of the amount of local

harvest, and reserves fromimports
aren’t enough by the end of the
year with traders being scared by

.the rice price cap and threats of

prosecution, a full-blown rice cri-
sis can erupt by the first quarter of
nextyear, according to agricultural
economist Dr. Fermin Adriano.
Moreover, while wheat and

barley are substitutes for corn,
the Ukraine war has caused the
prices of wheat to gyrate since
Russia ended the deal to allow
Ukraine to export food. Pork and
poultry producers can expect cost
increases across theboard. =

‘ Indeed, a perfect storm is
brewing. The times call for tough
decisions, not political gim-
mickry. How President Bongbong
Marcos handles inflation and the
food crisis will be the defining
moment of his presidency. m

CALIXTO V. CHIKIAMCO
isa member of the .
board of IDEA (Institute,
for Development and
Econometric Analysis).
totivchiki@yahoo.com
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By BETHEENA UNITE

resident Marcos has ordered the
distribution of cash assistance
to sari-sari store owners
affected by the implementation

of the temporary price ceiling on rice.
Malacafiang said yesterday that
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cash aid Sept. 25-29

the President directed the Department
of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) to provide cash assistance
to small rice retailers affected by the
implementation of the mandated price
ceiling on regular and well-milled rice
in the country. ]
According to DSWD Secretary Rex

Gatchalian, 15,000 cash aid will be
given to the affected small rice retailers.
The DSWD is set to distribute the
cash assistance to sari-sari store own-
ers on Sept. 25 to 29.
It will work with the Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI) which
will identify the beneficiaries. >1°
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Marcos orders price cap relief

for sari-sari store owners

Marcos approved the implementa-
tion of a 41 price ceiling on regular
milled rice and 45 price cap on well-
milled rice through the issuance of
Executive Order No.39. .

Based on its latest report, the DSWD
said that it has already released #92.415
million worth of financial assistance to
6,161 0ut of the 8,390-target micro and
small rice retailers affected by the im-
plementation of the EO 39 nationwide.

Extend cash aid

The DTI had earlier urged the DSWD
toextend its cash aid distribution to po-
tential Sustainable Livelihood Program
(SLP) beneficiaries such as unlisted
micro rice retailers affected by the rice
pricecap.

The DTI ended the submission of
the lists of the micro rice retailer ben-

eficiaries on Sept. 23, while the DSWD s.

set to concludeits cash aid distribution
on Friday, Sept. 29.

DTI Fair Trade Enforcement Bureau
(FTEB) Director Fhilip Sawali said on
Saturday at DZBB’s “Konsyumer Atbp”
episode that he is appealing to DSWD
that through its SLP, other micro rice
retailers who were not included in the
list will still be considered and provided
with the P15,000-cash assistance, “as
longas they meet the requirements” of
the said program.

"This is my appeal to those who
were notincluded, for whatever reason,
that the DSWD can continue under the
SLP (program) even in different modal-
ity, they can still be considered, I think
given (that) the criteriaand all require-
ments set by the SLP (program) of the
DSWD," he said.

It was Sawali who announced that
DTI closed the lists of the micro rice
retailer beneficiaries on Sept. 22, a
week before the DSWD ends its cash aid
distribution this coming Friday.

Based on the consolidated report
as of Sept. 19, a total of P68.94 mil-
lion worth of cash aid was released by
the DSWD to its SLP beneficiaries and
microrice retailers affected by the price

1<

39) nationwide.

. Sawali also reported that based
on the DTI and the Department of
Agriculture’s (DA) joint monitoring,
the compliance among the micro and
small rice retailers nationwide has
improved, as of Sept. 19, at 87.5 percent
from the 56.22 percent compliance rate
onits first day of monitoring, on Sept. 5.

The remaining 12.5 percent were
thosewho were stillnot complying with
the price cap of 41 perkilo for regular-
milled rice (RMR) and #45 per kilo for
well-milled rice (WMR).

Meanwhile, in the National Capital
Region (NCR), the compliance rate was
also high at 85.71 percent as of Sept. 22.

The data was plotted by the
Consumer Policy Advocacy Group
(CPAG), according to Sawali.

The DTI holds the official lists of
the cash aid recipients, while the DSWD
manages the payout under its SLP.

Sawali also expressed gratitude to
the micro rice retailers who are con-
sistently complying with the mandated
price ceiling, as well as to the DTI’s
agency partners like the DA, and the
DSWD for their cooperation, including
all other stakeholders who have been
part of the distribution system.

Smuggled rice
for poor families
President Marcos has ordered the
DSWD to continue the distribution of
seized smuggled rice to poor families

. in the country.

Marcos led the distribution of two
batches of smuggled rice in Zamboanga
Sibugay and Cavite last week.

DSWD Assistant Secretary Romel
Lopez said the agency will keep dis-
tributing rice donations as long as it
receives the seized smuggled rice.

“Well, depende po sa (it de-
pends on the) supply. But then that’s
the thrust of the President, it's the
thrust of Secretary Rex Gatchalian na
hangga’t mayroon pong nadu-donate
sa atin, patuloy po nating ipapasa o
ibabahagi din sa ating mga kababayan

[
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pangangailangan ng mga poor and
afflicted natin na mga kababayan
(thataslongas thereare donations,
we will continue to give them to our
fellowmen because we know what
the poor and afflicted need),” Lopez
said in anews forum in Quezon City
when asked about the sustainability
of DSWD donations.

According to Lopez, the govern-
ment expects the rice distribution
campaign to serve as a stern warn-
ing torice smugglers, hoarders, and
profiteers for them to think twice
before engaging inillegal activities,
pointing out the commodity that
they illegally imported may end up
as DSWD donation to poor families.

The DSWD official also thanked
the Bureau of Customs (BOC) and
the Office of the President for pro-
viding and facilitating the transfer
of smuggled rice to the DSWD for
eventual distribution to the ben-
eficiaries of Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps).

As mandated by the President,
the DSWD has been carrying out rice
distribution in various areas.

Smuggled rice was given:to
1,200beneficiaries in General Trias,
Cavite on Sept. 22 following the
distribution of 1,500 sacks of rice

. to families in Zamboanga Sibugay

on Sept. 19.

Ensuring compliance

Currently, the Fair Trade
Enforcement Bureau and. the DTI
regional offices are monitoring,
reminding, and issuing warnings
to those who are not in compliance
with the mandated price ceiling
under EO 39 to comply already.

Sawali also said that DTI led by
Secretary Alfredo E. Pascual sees no
reason to draw the “sledgehammer
of enforcement” as long as rice is |
being sold within the price cap by
the local rice retailers.

The FTEB Director also stressed
that the reports on violations or al-
leged infractions against EO 39 are
closely monitored and documented
from the fields which were formally
forwarded to the Department of
Agriculture (DA) for its appropriate

T. OF AGRICUITURE

cap under Executive Order No. 39 (EO  dahil alam din naman po natin iyong  actions. DA has the jurisdiction to

markets, they can identify whether the
rice retailers are still following the price
cap after receiving the cash aid.

The recipients also sign an under-
taking, stating that they are affected by
the EO 39 and that they follow and will
continue to follow the EO 39 price caps.
(With Ma. Joselie C. Garcia)

process formal complaints and reported
violations of the Price Act.

In addition, to ensure consistent
compliance among the rice retailers even
upon receiving cash assistance, Sawali
said that the DTI and the DA are conduct-
ing daily monitoring.

He explained that by checking the
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PHL signs MOUs on sustainable agribusiness,
climate change with Asean members

THE private sectors from the Philippines and
eight other state members of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations-Business Advi-
sory Council (Asean-BAC) signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) in Jakarta,
Indonesia for agriculture cooperation and
small business development, seeking to boost
Asean efforts toward economic integration.

The MOU aims to jointly conduct “studies
and mentorship channels with Filipinos for
potential agriculture, agriculture technology,
food security, agri-preneurship business mod-
els and value chain development among small,
medium, and large farmers, enterprises, and
government entities.”

Separate MOUs were signed for each
cooperation with Thailand, Brunei, Singapore,
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar, and In-
donesia through their respective Asean-BAC
representatives.

The Philippines was represented by Asean-
BAC Philippines Chairman Jose Ma. Concep-
cion 3rd, the founder of Go Negosyo.

The development of trade and investment

opportunities in various agricultural com- is expected to be explored under this joint promote effective strategies in addressing
modities including rubber, rice, corn, fruits, cooperation. climate change and ensure a sustainable agri-
vegetables, and other agticultural services All member-states also agreed to jointly business environment.

Page of



BusinessMirror

Date:

A broader look at todays busines

&7 2, 2o Page:

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

g Zones o

(ENS

to fishers—Marcos

By Jovee MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
Y@joveemarie

HE Palace has clarified that the

government will only implement

a fishing restriction in the
breedmg zones, not a fishing ban.

Eﬁé%iﬁeneﬁhﬁmanﬂﬁﬁﬂm

1Jr. said the government will not
impose a fishing ban as it will af-
fect the income of the country’s
small-scale fishermen.

In a media interview during
the rice distribution in Iriga City,
Camarines Sur last Saturday, the
president said afishing ban would
not be imposed but only a fishing
restriction in the breeding areas.

“My explanation is not good.

.
i

[ was not talking about a fishing
ban. What I'm saying is, where is
thebreedingareaof the fish? Let’s
not fish there so that the fish will
multiply,” he said.

“But there is no fishing ban.,

Let’s increase the number of fish.
Because I was talking to the fish-
ermen earlier, they said that their

- catch is really decreasing.”

THIS Busmtssll‘ RROR ﬁ!e photo shbws the catch of the

day by fishermen of San Enrique, Negros Occidental.

The chief executive under-
scored the importance of protect-
ing fish breeding grounds to en-
sure an abundant supply of fish in

the Philippines and to ensure that
fishermen’s sources of income will

not be affected.

Marcos recently said there is a

need to address overfishing and
boost the country’s fish popula- |

tion and aquaculture.

The president said these mea-
suresare partof the government's
plan to secure the country’s fish
stocks, along with other initia-
tives for the agriculture sector to
ensure food security.

The administration is also im-
plementing programs to put up
more cold storage facilities to pre-
vent spoilage, the president said,
noting that up to 30 percent of the
fish catchisdegraded or damaged.

Last June, Marcos said he wants

to create Strategic Agriculture

. and Fisheries Development Zones
(SAEDZ) to prevent illegal, unre-
ported, and unregulated fishing
(IUUE). HAS

“The DA [Department of Agri-
culture] and the BFAR [Bureau of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources]
were also directed to study the es- |
tablishment of SAFDZ to provide
fisherystakeholders with an area
for sustainable fishing,” the Presi-
dential Communications Office
(PCO) said in a statement.

Aside from the SAFDZ, officials
haddiscussed theimplementation
of Fisheries Administrative Order
(FAQ) 266, series of 2020, which
requires commercial fishing ves-
sels (CFVs) to install vessel moni-
toring systems.

Marcos alse wants toreview the
licenses of CFVs that fail to com-
ply with FAO 266, series of 2020
and for DA and the BFAR to deter-
mine the provisions of Republic
Act 8550 or the Philippine Fish-
eries Code of 1998, as amended
by RA 10654, which needs to be
.amended.

Page  of



Abante

- UNA SA BALITA >
15 SEP 2023 4

Date: Paget =

vsy -
W LIBRARY
I® DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

F e

0l

Page_ of



MARCOS DELIVERED STRO
TOHO

THE Department of Social

Welfare and Development

(DSWD) will continue to dis-
tributericeto poorhouseholds
as long as the agency receives
confiscated smuggled rice
seized by authoritiesactingon
the instructions of i’resirisent
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., a so-

cial welfare official said on

u'"‘We]{, depende po sa sup-
ply. Butthen that’s the thrust of
the President, it's the thrust of
Secretary Rex Gatchalian na
hangga’tmayroon pong nadu-
donate sa atin, patuloy po nat-
ing ipapasa o ibabahagi din sa

atingmgakababayandahilalam

dinnaman po natiniyong pan-

gangailanganng mgapoorand

afflicted natinnamga kababay-

an,” Social Welfare Assistant

Romel Lopez said in

a news forum in Quezon City

‘when asked about the sustain-
ability of DSWD donations.

“And sa atin naman po sa

DSWD, immediately anopoay

pinamamahagidin natin ito sa

kasi
. ngating mga ka
pezsaid.

oor beneficiaries natin -

P i mete.
iyongbigas mﬁbﬁgﬁhm .
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According to Lopez, the

Egvm\mmf expects rice distri- -

tion campaign to serve as a
stern 1ing toricesmugglers,

- tothink twice engagingin

illegal activities, pointing outthe
commodity that they i

- imported may end up as

donationto poor families.

~ “Most probably kung gani-
to po ang inyong gagawin,
kayo po ay involved sa smug-

. |

gling ng bigas, baka po ang
ending niyan ay sa donation
lamang ho. So that's why we
encourage po iyong ating ka-
babayantodo awa]{owith_
illef;l activities,” Lopez said.
pez thanked the Bureau
of Customs (BOC) and the Of-
fice of the Presidentfor provid-
ing and facilitating the transfer
of smuggled rice to the DSWD
for eventual distribution to the
beneficiaries of 4Ps.

dent, the DSWD has been car-

rying out rice distribution in

various areas.
In General Trias, Cavite on:
Friday, the DSWD distributed
rice to 1,200 beneficiaries, with
each of them receiving 25 kilos.
The agency also conducted

“similar events in Zamboanga

Sibugay and Zamboanga City
inMindanao.

'As mandated by the Presi-

'PCO '’
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_ GOV'T EXPECTS DROP INRICE _
PRICES AS HARVEST SEASON STARTS

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
said the Department of Agriculture
(DA) expects better palay harvest this
year, adding thatthe governmenthas
to continue carrying out programs that
could further develop the sector to
ensure food security even withagood
‘harvest. :

“Sabi ng Department of Agricul-

tureay mas malakiang aninatinngay--

ontaonnaitokaysasanakaraankaya't
sa productionsidenaman aynagiging
maayos,” President Marcos said dur-
ing a rice distribution event in Iriga
City, Camarines Sur. "Ngunit, kailan-
gan natin ayusin ang sistema mula sa
pagtanim, mula sa pag-research and
developmenthanggang sa pagtanim,
han, g%ang sa processing, hanggang sa
distribution, marketing, hanggang sa
retail. Kaya't ginagawa po natin ay
binubuonatinlahat ‘yan.”

Marcos expressed hope that Filipi-
nos could soon feel the ef?feects of more
improved production in the agricul-
ture sector. ) d

The currentgovernment thrustis to
address the gaps and challengesin the
sector particularly rice distribution that
affects supply and prices.

“Maraminaman tayong bigashindi

lang nailalabasnang tama. Kaya'thindi

problema ang supply sa atin dito sa
Pilipinas,”said the President, adding it
was among the reasons why the gov-
ernment had to impose a cap on rice
prices. ‘ :

Asked duringamedia interview on '

theimplementation of the price ceiling
on rice, Marcos said with the start of
the harvest season, rice prices will
soon drop in the market.

“Sa palagay ko, pagpasok ng ani,

dahil papasok na, nag-aaninatayoat
agpasok niyan, sa palagay ko maki-
itananatinnabababa ‘yungpresyo,”
he said. "Market forces. kung
‘yung merkadomismoang bumababa

na ang presyo, puwede na nating ba- -

‘wasan 'yung mga kontrol na nilagay
natin.” ; ;

_ In the meantime, the government
has toimplementmeastressuchas the
imposition of price cap, provision of
cash aid to rice retailers, as well as
setting new palay buying price range
fortheNatioEal Food E&gﬁty(NFi)
to help farmers and secure inventory.
PCO i
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Presyo ng bigas bababa na ngayong anihan - PBBM

Dahil sa panahon na
nang anihan ng palay,

posibleng maramdaman

na ng publiko ang pag-
baba sa presyo ng bigas
sa bansa.

Ayon Kay Pan gplong
Ferdinand Marcos

ang supply pagkatapos ng
anihan dahil mas malaki

ang magiging ani ngayon

ng mga magsasaka. -
Sinabi pa ni Marcos,

nabase satulad sakanya

ng Department of Agricul-

ture (DA) mas malaki ang
produksyon ngayong taon
ng mga magsasaka.
‘Kaya sa palagay ng
panguio, dahil panahon na

- nag anihan kaya makikita-

na rin ang pagbaba ng

‘presyo ng bigas.
han na magiging maayos

‘Sa sandaling me
umano ito ay maaari ng
bawasan ang ipinatupad

na kontrol sa merkado

. partikular ang Ipinatupad
~na price ceiling.

Kasabay nito Igll‘lfi!"

din ni Marcos .na mara-

~ man ang mas pir

ming suplay ng bigas sa

- bansa at hindi lamang ito

nailabas ng tama kaya ito
ang inaayos ngayon ng
gobyemo.

Dahil dito kaya kai-
langan muna umanong

ayusin ang sistema sa

agrikultura, simula sa
pagtatanim, processing
hanggang sa distribusyon
at retail para maramda-
usay
na produksyon sa sektor
ng agrikultura. (Gsmma
Garcia)
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barrier in Panatag Shoal

By MARK ERNEST VILLEZA

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and the Bureau of Fis_herieé
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) yesterday condemned the China Coast
Guard (CCG)'’s recent installation of afloating barrier in the southeast

area of Panatag Shoal.
* According to PCG spokesperson

on the West Philippine Sea Jay Tar-
,.'jnela, the floating barrier, estimated to
- be around 300 meters in length, was
e discovered by PCG and BFAR person-
nel aboard BRP Datu Bankaw during
; 'routm mantlme patrol on Sept 22_

 in the vicinity of Bajo de Masmloc, the
old name of Panatag also known as
~ the BFAR vessel noted the presence of
- more than 50 Filipino boats actively
rier was carried out by three CCG rigid
hull inflatable boats and a service boat
i ‘£rom the Chinese maritime militiaupon

Scarborough Shoal.
' The installation of the ﬂoatmg bar-

the arrival of the BFAR vessel in the
vicinity of the shoal.
According to reports from Filipino

fishermen, the CCG vessels typically

deploy floating barriers whenever they

_ observe asignificant number of Filipino

ﬂshermen operating in the area.
During the routine maritime patrol,

engaged in flshmg actlvxtles within
the region.
~ Recognizing the importance of

supporting the fishermen, the BFAR
provided them with various grocery
items and fuel subsidies.to sustain
their operations. -

However, four CCG vessels (CCG-
3065, CCG-3066, CCG-3105 and CCG-
3301) initiated 15 radio challenges in
an attempt to expel the BFAR vessel
and fishermen from the area. 3
~ The CCG crew claimed th

Jpresence of the BFAR vessel and F:h-' ;

pmo ﬁshermen violated international -
v - Turn to Page 6
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China Sets runrue

law and the domestic laws of China.
In response, the BFAR vessel

acknowledged each radio call and

reiterated that they were conducting
a routine patrol within the territorial
sea of Panatag.

Notably, upon reahzmg the pres-
ence of media personnel aboard the
BFAR vessel, the CCG vessels main-
tained a safe distance and eventually
withdrew.

PCG Commandant Admiral Arte-
mio Abu expressed his commitment
to supporting the BFAR and other

nat:onal 51 overnment: agenc1es in

ensuring the safety and security of
Flllpmd fishermen.

The PCG affirmed its dedication
to collaborating with all relevant
government bodies to address these

challenges, uphold maritime rights
and safeguard maritime domains.
The tem orary barrier “prevents
Flhpmo Fishing Boats from entering
the shoal and depriving them of their
fishing and livelihood activities,”

Agence France Presse quoted the PCG
- and BFAR as saying in a joint state-

ment condemning its installation.
“We are very grateful for this as-
sistance,” said Johnny Arpon, 53,
whose 10-meter boat Janica arrived
at the shoal in time to stock up on
extra diesel.
Some of the Filipino fishermen

-crowding around the BRP Bankaw in

small outriggers to receive provisions
climbed aboard to eat snacks and

" drink fresh water.

They told journalists they had

75 SEP 2023

Page: |, -
7 LIBRARY
ﬁ‘( AEDT. OF AGRICULTURE

been chased and water cannoned by
Chinese vessels in the past and even
had their anchors cut.

“They should give it back to us
because this is ours,” said Nonoy
de los Reyes, 40, referring to Pana-
tag Shoal. ”They should leave this
place.”

After decades of overfishing by

countries surrounding the waters,

the men have to spend longer at

sea to catch enough fish to cover -
their costs and, hopefully, make a .

small profit.

China’s blocking of the shoal had
made the situation even tougher and
the fishermen sald they hated them
for it.

“We barely have any. catéh &0

we'll probably need to stay two more
weeks,” said Alex del Campo, 41,
who had already spent more than a
week at sea. . :

A ‘champion’ of UNCLOS -

The Philippinesis a ”champioﬁ” of

the 1982 United Nations Convention

on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
with its primacy affirmed by the
2016 arbitral award on the South

China Sea, Foreign Affairs Secretary

Enrique Manalo said.
“We advocate the peaceful settle-

.ment of disputes, in accordance
~with international law. This has
always been our posmon with |

respect to the disputes in the West
Philippine Sea, inasmuch as we are
prepared to defend our sovereignty,
sovereign rights and territorial

integrity,” Manalo told the United
‘Nations General Assembly on Sat-
- urday.

“As an archipelagic state whose
destiny is intimately linked with the
- oceans, the Philippines is a champion

of the 1982 UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea,” he added.

The arbitral award, he said,
definitively settled the status of
historic rights and maritime en-
titlements in the South China Sea,
declaring without legal effect claims
that exceed entitlements beyond the
geographic and substantive limits
of UNCLOS.

In a landmark rulmg on ]uly 12,
2016, the Hague-based Permanent
Court of Arbitration found no legal
basis for China to claim historic
rights to a “nine-dash line” in the
South China Sea, and Beijing had
breached the sovereign rights of
the Philippines, which brought the

‘case.

The arbitral ruling declared Pana-

tag as a common fishing ground,

over which no country has exclusive
rights. = - With Pia Lee-Brago, AFP
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RCEP LOAN RELEASES HIT P2.2B

THE Land Bank of the Philip-
pines (LandBank) has released
P2.2 billion in loans to rice
farmers and cooperatives as of
the end of July in an effort to
boost local rice production in
the country.

LandBank said that it extend-
ed loans to 13,701 rice farmers
as of July 31, 2023 since 2019
when the Expanded Rice Credit
Assistance under the Rice Com-
petitiveness Enhancement Fund
(ERCA-RCEF) started.

“LandBank is doing its share
to strengthen local rice produc-
tion by providing accessible and

responsive financial assistance

to rice farmers. In partnership
with the DA (Department of
Agriculture), the ERCA-RCEF
program forms part of our com-

' mitment to advance the agricul-
ture sector and empower Fili-
pino farmers,” said LandBank
President and Chief Executive
Officer Lynette Ortiz.

‘The ERCA-RCEF is a credit
facility aiming to boost the
productivity and income of
small rice farmers and coopera-
tives. It is being implemented in
partnershlp with the DA.

It also aims to alleviate the
initial impact of Republic Act

11203, or the “Rice Tariffication
Law, " that removed quantitative
restrictions on rice imports in
favor of liberalized importation
of the grains but with tariffs.
“LandBank has fully dis-
bursed the allocated fund for
ERCA-RCEF from 2019 to 2022
and shall continue to make
available P500 million in loans
annually until 2024 to coopera-
tives and rice farmers registered
under the RSBSA (Registry
System for Basic Sectors in Ag-
riculture) in the country s 38

rice-producing provmces, " said

LandBank.
A total of P1.1 billion of

LandBank's loan releases under
ERCA-RCEF directly financed

palay or unmilled rice produc-

tion of individual rice farmers

listed under the DA's RSBSA.

was allotted for relendlng by

cooperatives to its rice farmer-
members; P394.1 million for r
rice trading and mlllmg, and

P222 million for the purchase
of farm machines and equip-
ment.

Of the 13,701 beneficiaries,

of Cagayan, Nueva Vizcaya and
Quirino.

The state-run bank also as-
sisted 1,858 beneficiaries from
Region 3 (Central Luzon);
1,463 from Region 6 (Western
Visayas); 1,334 from Region 13
(Caraga Region); 1,323 from
Region 4B (Mimaropa); and
the rest from Regions 1 (Ilocos
Region), 4A (Calabarzon),
5 (Bicol Region), 7 (Central
Visayas), 8 (Eastern Visayas),
9 (Zamboangg Peninsula),
10 (Northern mdanao) 11
(Davao Region), 12 (Soccsk-
sargen) and the Cordillera
Administrative Region.

“The ERCA-RCEF Program
allows individual rice farmers
to borrow up to 90 percent of
their total project cost at a low

- fixed interest rate of 2 percent
Meanwhile, P507.5 mllhonﬁ‘,

per year,” * said LandBank.

The loan may be used to pur-
Eliase farm inputs for rice and
rice seed production, farm ma-

* chines and equipment for pro-

duction and post-production,
working capital for rice and
seed trading, as well as relend-
ing and redlscountmg existing

4,783 were from Region 2 loans of small rice farmers

(Cagayan Valley), pammlarly

the rice- producmg provnnces
*

1lhted under the DA's RSBSA.
JANIHE ALEKIS 'MIGUEL |
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SENATORS ASSAIL CHINA’S
FLOATING BARRIERS IN WPS

STORY BY MARLON RAMOS AND FRANCES MANGOSING
Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri asked the Philippine Coast Guard to remove the booms which Chinese vessels were caught
in the act of installing at Bajo de Masinloc. Sen. Risa Hontiveros also criticized this latest action in the West Philippine Sea (WPS). A2



FAELIPPIN

INQU

ALy

IR

BALANCED NEWS + FEARLESS VIEWS

Date:

Page: A 'JAZ{ s

LIBRARY

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Senators assail China’s

floatlng barrlers in WPS

FROMAT

By Marlon Ramos
and Frances Mangosing
@Team_Inquirer

Senate President Juan Miguel
* Zubiri on Sunday asked the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
to remove the floating devic-
es which Chinese vessels were
caught in the act of installing at
Bajo de Masinloc (Scarborough
Shoal) off Zambales province,
according to the PCG.

The PCG said on Sunday
these booms were intended to
block Filipino fishing boats.

Zubiri said these obstruc-
tions were not allowed within
the country’s 37o-kilometer
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

“They have no right to put
any structures within our [EEZ
and] these structures pose a
danger to passing fishing boats
that can get entangled with the
lines and cause considerable

damage to the propellers and

engines of [sea vessels],” he
told reporters.

Sen. Risa Hontiveros joined
Zubiri in lambasting China's
latest hostile action in the West
Philippine Sea (WPS).

“China’s cruelty knows no

BOUNDARY ON WATER Booms which the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) said were installed by the China Coast Guard are .
seen from another vantage at Bajo de Masinloc. —pHOTO FROM PcG

bounds. They have no shame in
aggressively blocking our fisher-
men in our own seas,” she said.

“We should no longer ac-
cept acts like this going unpun-
ished. If we allow China’s bul-
lying to continue, it will cost
the lives of our own people
she warned

‘Captured on camera’

The PCG and the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc-
es (BFAR) on Sunday accused
the China Coast Guard of in-
stalling the 300-meter “float-

ing barrier” at Bajo de Masinloc
to prevent Filipino boats from

_ entering their traditional fish-

ing ground.

The booms were discov-
ered while BFAR’s vessel BRP
Datu Bankaw, manned by the
PCG, was on a routine mari-
time patrol on Sept. 22.

“The most important inci-

dent that we monitored with -
- this maritime patrol...

is that
we captured on camera that
the Chinese coast guard de-
ployed their three rigid hull in-
flatable boats together with the

service boat of one of the Chl-
nese maritime militia vessel in
installing floating barriers” in
Bajo de Masinloc, PCG spokes-
person for the West Philippine
Sea Commodore Jay Tarriela
said in a press briefing.

The Chinese vessels were
“in a hurry to install those float-
ing barriers because they mon-
itored that there was a BFAR
vessel and there was also a large
number of Filipino fishing ves-
sels” in the vicinity, he said.

The PCG did not remove the
barriers yet because, as Tarriela
explained, “we intend to docu-
ment this for the National Task
Force on the West Philippine
Sea to learn about this particu-
lar activity of [China] and then
we're going to leave it to them
as to whatever legal or diplo-
matic action is necessary.”

Amicable resolution

The PCG and BFAR, in
a joint statement, said they
“strongly condemn” the instal-
lation of the floating barriers,
“depriving [Filipino fishermen)]
of their fishing and livelihood
activities.”

Despite China’s frequent
aggressive actions in the West
Philippine Sea, the Philip-
pines has reiterated that it E
continues to advocate an

Page_2 of _3



amicable resolution of disputes
.and has called for adherence to
-international law to keep the
Indo-Pacific region “open, free,
stable and peaceful.”

Speaking on behalf of Presi-
dent Marcos at the 78th session
of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York City on
Saturday, Foreign Secretary
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SENATUIIS ASSAIL CHINA'S FLOATING BARRIERS INWPS

Enrique Manalo told member
nations that the “preservation
of a rules-based global order is
our collective responsibility.”

The Department of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), meanwhile,
has denounced the reported
destruction of coral reefs and
marine ecosystems in the West
Philippine Sea.

“Harmful human interfer-
ence, such as the destruction
and illegal exploitation of any

part of our marine ecosystem
is a loss, not only to our coun-
try, but to the region and to
the world,” the DENR said in
a statement released on Sept.
22 following the signing of the
first-ever treaty on protecting
the international high seas at
the United Nations.

According to the depart-
ment, scientific studies had
established that the marine
ecosystem in the Kalayaan Is-
land Group was crucial for the

supply of fish and coral larvae
in the country and the region.
“We, therefore, strongly
deplore any activity that leads
to the damage and destruc-
tion of the coral reefs in the
Kalayaan Island Group,” DENR
said, adding that it was ready
to support the concerned gov-
ernment agencies currently
exploring legal options that the
country might pursue. —wiTH
REPORTS FROM TINA G. SANTDS,
JANE BAUTISTA AND REUTERS INQ
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L \NDBANK dlsburses

loans to rice farmers by€

Wl

LAND BANK of the Phlhppmes :(LAl\I]Z;—-1

’-‘ rlce' tmﬁ@rs and mﬁlﬂs and 12222 million

BANK) said that it released loans; wo:th P22 ° fman:ed the acqmsma‘g of farm machme;y

billion to 13,701 rice farmers and cocperanves‘-a ande
- h R LANDBANK i’resrdent and (}h.lef Execu-
“tive Officer'Tynsttd V. Ortiz said that “the .

in the seven months to July. ot

In a statement Sunday; tife bankesaid the
loans were disbursed from the Expanded Rice
Credit Assistance under the Rice Competi-
tiveness Enhancement Fund (ERCA-RCEF).

LANDBANK said that P1.1 billion in loans
financed palay (unmilled rice) production for
farmers in the Department of Agriculture’s
(DA) Registry System for Basic Sectors in
Agriculture.

It added that P507.5 million went to co-
operatives for relending to its rice farmer-
members; while P394.1 million supported

enk. -

ERCA-RCEF program forms part of our com-
mitment to advance the agriculture sector and
empower Filipino farmers.”

It said 4,783 beneficiaries were from Re-
gion 2, “particularly the rice-producing prov-
inces of Cagayan, Nueva Vizcaya, and Quirino.”

Additionally, 1,858 were from Region 3;
1,463 from Region 6; 1,334 from Region 13; and
1,323 from Region 4-B.

Under the ERCA-RCEF program, rice
farmers are allowed to borrow up to 90% of

Page: ©I ,r‘" i

thq-p];cgect cost, with a 2% fixed interest rate
“peryear.

“ It pa.td that loans may be used to purchase

mpu_tjé for rice and rice seed production,
machinéry and equipment for production
and post-production, working capital for rice
and seed trading, as well as relending and
rediscounting outstanding loans of small rice
farmers.

LANDBANK said it will continue to give
out P500 million in loans annually to coopera-
tives and rice farmers in the DA registry who
are based in the 38 rice-producing provinces.

It added that the bank fully disbursed its
allocated funding for the program between
2019 and 2022. — Adrian H. Halili
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Rice inﬁe-ntér;y declinesin early June; corn stocks edge up

THE rice 1nventory declined  fromthe commercial sector, and 1stered a monthly decrease of Corn held by commercial es-

18.1% year on year, ‘while that~ 4.7% were from NFA depomto- * 15% and 11. 0% respgctlve}y tabiishments was 791.96 thou-

of ¢orn rose 1.5% at the start of - riesitsaid. - While (an). increment of 7,6.% * sand MT, accounting for 89.3%

June, the Plnhpp‘me Statxsncs Household rice, dropped was noted‘in the rice stoc{;s " of the total.

Authonty(PSA) said. : 15 7% to 885 thousand"MT,. _.helé bythe commermal sector,, .~ Household corn, on the other
IR report, the PSA sald while qgmmerc}ﬁ: warghouses i "\ hand, rose to 94.5 thousand MT,
_that the rice. mvantory,;dnnng‘ ; hddﬂa4&n thomsand’- : %65 d.. orl0.7% of the total.

the period was 1.82° miltion lowerfrom a ye: earhe eE s st Re c?ry . Compared to amonth earlier, .
" metric tons (MT), with hold- Rice held by the :NFA 3 ; ar 886.46 thousand the national corn inventory rose
"- ings of households, commer- ~ amounted to 85.1 thousahd { h ; . 32.6%.

- cial warehouses and the Na- downSLE%yeazagnxea; : “Corn qwentory in‘the’s * “Corn stocks from the com-

tional Food Authonty (N¥A). : Onamonth- ork—m o bﬁﬁ ‘#hoasehdld sectofmcreaaiﬂfy'

all declining. "~ - _ the ncemventuryfel] %4 % from’ . 30.5%, while cord’ sto‘tks-&mﬁ' as of June 1 exhibited monthly
“As of June 1, about48 7% of . May. - the commerc:al spctorrecom . growth of 35.4% and 12.9%,
the total rice stocks were from -~ “Rice in the NFA%eposxto— an annual’ dedme of' l 5%?’ rf % respectively,” the PSA said. —
" the househoid;;, 46.6% were  ries and household sector reg- said. e, % Z f u’ Adrian H. Halili
.f ) ‘. \_‘i:t-r ‘,‘-'
‘tw.._‘_t ¥ - h e S

mercial and household sectors ,
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Landbank loans to rice farmetrs hit P2.2B

The Land Bank of the Philippines
(Landbank) has released P2.2 bil-
lion in loans to 13,701 rice farmers
and cooperatives as of end-July
2023 through the Expanded Rice
Credit Assistance under the Rice
Competitiveness Enhancement
Fund (ERCA-RCEF).

A total of P1.1 billion of
the bank’s loan releases under
ERCA-RCEF directly financed
palay production of individual
rice farmers listed under the
Department of Agriculture’s
(DA) Registry System for Basic
Sectors in Agriculture (RSBSA),
Landbank said.

Meanwhile, P507.5 million was

earmatrked for relending of coop-
eratives to its rice farmer-mem-
bers; P394.1 million for rice trading
and milling; and P222 million for
the purchase of farm machineries
and equipment.

Of the 13,701 beneficiaries,
4,783 hailed from Cagayan Valley,
particularly the rice-producing
provinces of Cagayan, Nueva
Vizcaya and Quirino.

Landbank also assisted 1,858
beneficiaries from Central Luzon,
1,463 from Western Visayas, 1,334
from Caraga, 1,323 from Mima-
ropa and the rest from the regions
of Ilocos, Calabarzon, Bicol,
Central Visayas, Eastern Visayas,

Zamboanga Peninsula, Northern
Mindanao, Davao, Soccsksargen
and the Cordillera Administrative
Region.

Implemented in partnership
with the DA, the ERCA-RCEF is a
credit facility that aims to boost the
productivity and income of small
rice farmers and their cooperatives
and cushion the initial impact of
the Rice Tariffication Law.

Landbank said it has fully dis-
bursed the allocated fund for
ERCA-RCEF from 2019 to 2022,
and will continue to make avail-
able P500 million in loans annually
until next year to cooperatives and
rice farmers registered under the

RSBSA in the country’s 38 rice-
producing provinces.

The ERCA-RCEF program also
allows individual rice farmers to
borrow up to 90 percent of their
total project cost at a low fixed
interest rate of 2 percent per year,
Landbank added.

The loan may be used to pur-
chase farm inputs for rice and rice
seed production, farm machineries
and equipment for production and
post-production, working capital
for rice and seed trading, as well
as relending and rediscounting of
existing loans of small rice farmers
listed under the DA’s RSBSA. - Jed
Macapagal
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iz presses raps

vs rice smugglers

Says non-filing of cases may be part of ‘areglo’

BY RAYMOND AFRICA

SEN. Francis “Chiz” Escudero
yesterday pressed government
to file charges against rice smug-
glers and hoarders as he raised the
possibility that a deal might have
been reached with the suspected
lawbreakers in exchange for the
non-filing of criminal complaints.

Escudero, in an interview with
dzBB radio, made the remarks as
he casted doubt into the legality
of the distribution of smuggled
imported rice that were seized by
the Bureau of Customs (BOC) af-
ter it raided numerous warehouses
and storage facilities in the country.

He said giving away confiscated
rice to poor families is not a simple
decision since there are processes
to be followed under the law be-
fore such action can be taken.

“Kaugnay naman sa sinabi na
pinamimigay... alam mo, madaling
sabihin na parang sa pelikula, ‘o
nahuli, illegal, ipamigay sa mahi-
rap,’ parang Robin Hood ba. Pero
may proseso ‘yan, hindi naman
pupwede na gaya ng sabi ko na may
krimen pero wala ‘yung criminal.
Kung illegal na mag hoard ng
bigas eh di dapat may katuwang
ka na hoarding (In relation to the
distribution of confiscated rice, it
is easy to say like what we see in

the movies, that “‘We should just
give away the confiscated rice to
the poor’ just like doing a Robin
Hood. But thete is a process that
should be followed. It cannot be
that there is a crime but there is
no criminal. If it is illegal to hoard
rice, then someone should be held
liable),” he said.

Escudero also said: “May pros-
eso ‘yan unless, sabi ko nga, nakip-
ag-areglo kaya hanggang ngayon
wala tayong naririnig na pangalan.
Kumbaga ‘sige na kunin niyo na
ang bigas, hindi na ako papalag,
ipamigay niyo na sa mahirap, wala
lang kaso (There is a process, un-
less there was an agreement that’s

why we have not heard the name
of a single hoarder or smuggler of
rice. It’s like this, ‘okay you can get
the rice, I will not resist, distribute
them to the poor, as long as no
charges will be filed against me.’)
The Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development (DSWD)
last week started the distribution
of seized sacks of imported rice to
beneficiaries of the government’s
4Ps program in Mindanao.
President Marcos Jr., who led
the distribution of the seized rice
in Zamboanga provinces, has said
that the government adhered to

“See SAYS> Page B2
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due process in confiscating the
smuggled rice as owners of the
rice and warehouses were given a
15-day notice to justify their pos-
session of the goods.

The President said the govern-
ment decided to distribute the con-
fiscated rice since the concerned
owners did not give their respective
explanations.

‘AREGLO’

Escudero said rice smuggling
and hoarding are classified as
crimes under the Ant-Agricultural
Smuggling Act. They are non-bail-
able offenses and carry a penalty of
life imprisonment.

In raising the issue of a possible
deal or arrangement between the
government and the smugglers and
hoarders, he noted that while the
BOC has been raiding warehouses
and storage facilities left and right,
it has not identified or charged any
of the owners with the crime of
smuggling or hoarding,

He cited BOC records showing
that 159 companies/individuals
have been charged before the
National Prosecution Service
from February 2016 to February
this year, but only nine cases have
been filed in courts. The rest are
still under investigation.

He alleged that the BOC this
could be because the bureau only
gives the name of the company
which imported the tice and then
submits weak evidence when it
files cases before the Department
of Justice.

And since the pieces of evidence
are weak and only companies are
charged, Escudero said the DOJ
will then be compelled to dismiss
the charges

“Dahil kulang sa ebidensiya na
sinubmit ng BOC, isang klase ng
areglo ‘yan. Hindi ba ikaw ang
nagsampa ng kaso tapos biglang
mawawala ang ebidensiya? Eh paa-
no nga naman mako-convict ‘yan
ng National Prosecution Service
natin? (Because the evidence pre-
sented by the BOC is weak, that is
also a kind of compromise agree-
ment. You filed the charges and
then the evidence will go missing?
How can our National Prosecution
Service convict them?)” he said.

LIBRARY

He added a company cannot
be charged with a crime since the
company itself cannot commit
a crime. He said it should be the
owners or officers of the com-
pany who should be slapped with
criminal cases.

“Hindi naman makakagawa
ng krimen ang kompanya. Ang
gumagawa ng krimen ay tao. Kung
may parusa man sa kompanya ay
tatanggalan lang ito ng registration
sa SEC (Securities and Exchange
Commission), pero hindi naman
puwedeng mag-hoarding, smug-
gling ang kompanya. Tao ang
gumagawa nun kaya tao ang dapat
kasuhan (A company cannot com-
mita crime. The ones who commit
crimes are people and if thereis a
sanction against a company, it will
only be stripped of its registration
with the Securites and Exchange
Commission. A company cannot
hoard or smuggle. People commit
crimes and it should be people
who must be charged in court),”
he pointed out.

Escudero also said that smug-
glers and hoarders would not have
mustered the courage to do illegal
activities if they are not working in
cahoots with government officials.

“Ang tanong lang ay hanggang
gaano katas ang kasabwat nila (sa
gobyerno), kung meron man? Da-
hil klaro na hindi ito at wala ito sa
interes ng Pangulo na umuupo pa
rin bilang kalihim ng Department
of Agriculture (The question is,
how high [referring to position
in government] are their cohorts
in government, if there are any?
Because clearly, the President,
who is also the secretary of the
Department of Agriculture, is not
very interested [in pursuing the is-
sue]),” he said.

Escudero said the President
should now appoint a permanent
and full-time agriculture secretary
since as Chief Executive, he can-
not attend to the problems of the
department as he is pre-occupied
with a lot of other issues.

He also the different bureau and
division chiefs under the DA do
not have direct access to Marcos as
they will have to pass the protocols
of Malacafiang or the Presidential
Management Staff when they wish
to consult the DA secretary even
on trivial matters.

Marcos has said he will continue

Bl
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to head the DA because he wants
to solve the department’s problems
hands on.

Escudero said there is nothing
wrong with the President’s inten-
tion, but he cannot perform all
the tasks needed as agriculture
secretary.

“Maganda ang intention niya.
Ang problem, iisa lang ang katawan
niya, da-dalawa ang kamay niya at
ang 24 na oras niya ay 24 oras nat-
ing lahat. Hindi kayang pagsasama-
samahin na gampanan pa niya ang
trabaho bilang pangulo ng bansa na
i-supervise lahat ng departamento.
Importante din naman na matutu-
kan ang bawat butil ng problema
na kailangan asikasuhin dito sa DA
(The President’s intention is good.
The problem is, he only has one
body, two arms, and his 24 hours
is also our 24 hours. He cannot
perform his role as president of
the country while supervising all
the departments. It is important
that the smallest problem of the
Department of Agriculture be
attended to and solved),” he said.

He said the President does not
have to appoint an expert from
the agriculture sector to be the DA
secretary as long as that person is
a good manager and administra-
tor who is willing to listen to the
people and has good leadership
qualities.

RICE SUBSIDY

The DSWD yesterday said it has
already distributed P92.415 million
worth of financial grant to 6,161
micro and small rice retailers af-
fected by the implementation of
the price cap on rice.

In its report to Malacafiang, the
DSWD said the target beneficiary
of the P15,000 grant under its
Sustainable Livelihood Program
(SLP) is 8,390 micro and small rice
retailers nationwide.

The department said it will start
distributing the financial grant
to sari-sari stores affected by the
rice price ceiling from September
2510 29.

President Marcos Jr. has directed
the DSWD to provide cash assis-
tance to small rice retailers affected
by the implementation of Execu-
tive Order 39 that mandated the
temporary price ceiling of P41.00
on regular milled rice and P45.00
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on well-milled rice. Cavite last Friday.
The President, during his visit to “Patuloy tayong kikilos upang
Iriga in Camarines Sur on Saturday, matiyak na ang mga tulong

reiterated that he was forced to
order a price cap on rice due to the
illegal activities of hoarders and
smuggler and profiteers.

“Napilitan tayo na mag-price cap
dahil naalarma talaga ako. Kung
ako lang, ayokong pakialaman
ang merkado ngunit hindi naman
tama ang takbo ng merkado dahil
kinakalikot nga nung mga hoarder
at saka ng mga smuggler. Kaya’t
naglagay tayo ng price cap (We
were forced to put a price cap be-
cause I was alarmed. If it was up to
me, I do not want to meddle with
the market but the market opera-
tion was no longer right due to the
manipulation of the hoarders and
smugglers. That’s why we imple-
mented a price cap),” Marcos said.

Asked about the status of the
implementation of the price ceiling
on rice, Marcos said that with the
statt of harvest season, rice prices
will soon drop in the market.

He also reassured the public
that the country has enough sup-
ply of rice at present and the DA

has already said that it expects rice

harvests to go higher this year.

“Pagpasok ng ani, dahil papasok
na, nag-aani na tayo at pagpasok ni-
yan, sa palagay ko makikita na natin
na bababa iyung presyo. Baka kung
iyung merkado mismo ang bum-
ababa na ang presyo, puwede na
nating bawasan iyung mga kontrol
na nilagay natin (The harvests will
come in, we are already harvesting
rice crops and it will soon be avail-
able, I think we will see the prices
go down then. The market itself
might lower the prices, then we can
reduce the controls that we have
implemented),” said the President.

He reiterated that the supply of
rice is not a problem in the Phil-
ippines, but there is a gap in the
distribution due to the manipula-
tion of hoarders, smugglers, and
profiteers.

On Saturday, Marcos and the
DSWD distributed 2,000 sacks
of rice to poor families in Iriga in
Camarines sur.

Priot to this, they distributed of
1,500 rice sacks to Pantawid Pami-
lyang Pilipino (4Ps) beneficiaries in
Zamboanga Sibugay and Zambo-
anga City last week and 1,200 sacks
to poor families General Trias in

ng pamahalaan ay mabilis na
matatanggap ng bawat pamilyang
Pilipino (We will continue to act
to ensure that the services of
the government are immediately
received by each Filipino family),”
the President said in a Facebook
post late Saturday following his
visit to Iriga.

BAGONG PILIPINAS
SERBISYO FAIR

On Saturday, the President, in
his visit to Nabua in Camarines
Sut, launched the “Bagong Pilipi-
nas Serbisyo Fair (BPSF)” service
caravan which the government
plans to bring to all 82 provinces
in the country.

Tt was simultaneously launched
in Laoag, Tlocos Norte led by Presi-
dential son and Ilocos Norte Rep.
Ferdinand Alexander “Sandro”
Araneta Marcos III; in Tolosa,
Leyte led by Speaker Martin Ro-
mualdez; and Poblacion Monkayo,
Davao de Oro led by Special
Assistant to the President Anton
Lagdameo.

The BPSF is the country’s big-
gest service caravan which aims
to provide major government
services to less fortunate Filipinos
in various communities across the
country. It features the govern-
ment’s flagship programs such as
Kadiwa ng Pangulo, Passport on
Wheels, Driver’s License registra-
tion/assistance, among others. The
caravan will run for two days.

The BPSF offers social ser-
vices from the Department of
Health (DOH), Department of
Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), Department of Agricul-
ture (DA), Department of Human
Settlement and Urban Develop-
ment (DHSUD), Department
of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH), Department of Interior
and Local Government (DILG),
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), Food
and Drug Administration (FDA),
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR), Natdonal Food
Authority (NFA), Office of Civil
Defense (OCD) and the Philip-
pine Coconut Authority (PCA).

Under livelihood and education-

Agrarian Reform (DAR), Com-
mission on Higher Education
(CHED), Department of Science
and Technology (DOST), Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment
(DOLE), Technical Skills and
Development Authority (TESDA),
DENR, OCD, and FDA.

Under regulatory functions,
the BPSF extended services from
the following government agen-
cies: Department of Foreign Af-
fairs, Philippine National Police
(PNP), Land Transportation Of-
fice (LTO), Land Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory Bureau
(LTFRB), Professional Regulations
Commission (PRC), National Bu-
reau of Investigation (NBI) and
the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA).

Other government services
include those from the Depart-
ment of Information and Com-
munication Technology (DICT),
Government Service Insurance
System (GSIS), Social Security
System, PhilHealth; Pag-IBIG,
PCSO, Public Attorney’s Office
(PAO), and the Integrated Bar of
the Phlhppmes (IBP).

Among major social services
offered by the BPSF include:
enrollment in TUPAD or GIP,
Legal counseling, distribution of
farm inputs and machinery, Tu-
long Dunong Program, TESDA
scholarships and program enroll-
ment, financial assistance pro-
grams, Kadiwa Stores, SB Corp.
services for MSMEs, educational
assistance, LTO driver’s license re-
newal, DFA passport application,
NBI clearance application, police
clearance application, LTOPF
renewal/application, PSA birth
certificate application, Pag-Ibig
membership and housing loan,
SSS membership application, GSIS
UMID application, Postal ID ap-
plication, National ID application,
PhilHealth consultation, Public
service training, PRC renewal,
PAO ftree Ecgal services and Phil-
Health registration.

As of yesterday, 103,647 people
have participated in Nabua, Ca-
matines Sur; 87,158 participants
in Laoag, Ilocos Norte; 57,345
in Tolosa, Leyte; and, 74,539 in
“Monkayo, Davao de Oro. — With
Jocelyn Montemayor '
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THERE is enough rice supply in the
countrybut indistributiondis:
marketavailability and supply, Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.said on
 “Pero:
dami pa rin kulang sa pag-distribute.
Maraminaman tay% igashindilang
lema ang supply sa atin dito sa Pilipi-
nas,” President Marcos said during a

O

Rice sufficient but distribution
a problem -- PBBM

dami pa rin kulang, ang -

rice distribution event in Irifga City.

tribuﬁon, mh_fketing, héh'ggangsa re-
ta.il." s :

The government is already imple-
menting the ne ry reforms, Mar-
cos said, hoping that the public could
soon feel (:Ecleneffed's of those mea-
- sures.

Asked during a media interview
onthestatusof theimplementation of
the price ceiling on rice, Marcos said
that with the start of harvest season,
rice prices will soon drop in the mar-

f%‘;

Said the
nt mea-
on of _5_rice_
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- %a%mg ' \ uﬁ;ugo naman sang pamahalaan sa
'Q R“A ap barko ang BFAR vqssei at kanilang pagsnsikap

ritime Mili itia ar Gang‘n@saga-_ inabing sila ay nag- na matiyak an kalig-
a ] wa ng 15 ' ad ng _

io chal- : outme tasan at seguri

ng CCG r?g may 'pagtuiung'amang PCG
_medla personnel ang sa lahat ng kinauu-
‘Sagaysabarkoagadttq ‘kulang ahensya ng

aé% gqbyemo upa?‘g tugu- |

'er'namay- ‘bre 22, 20 paligid  Iniulat ng_ gama
—ngf Balo__dq Masinloc ngingisd’ang Pilipinona  Coz
(BDM).  kadalasang naglalagay. ar

atd- r barrier

% lat [ g yan I inane among
BoatsIRHlﬁs) ng CIE' pagdagat n“&?G sa a jntemaﬂ,orial- nman ¢ - |to itaguyod ang ating;
domestic laws miral Artermo M Abu, - m a-karapatang pan-

na Coast Guard at ser- = tuwing may malaking la

vice boat ng‘ Chinese bilang ng mga mangi- ng..Pebpies Republic ang kanyang panquo *dagat‘ at protek’tahan

na suportahan ang gngatingmgamarihme
BFAR at iba pang om it
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Nanawagan si Sen.
Cynthia Villar sa lahat na
suportahan ang mga Pinoy
na ma mag-
karoon tayo ng ligtas at

pagkain.

Sa na ito, ani
Villar, marami ang mahi-
himok na higit na magsikap
upang makamit ang food
security.

-.\

LIBRARY

W \’ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Magsasaka bigyan ng disenteng

“We should also help
rural communities access
better services from gov-
emment to make them stay
there to feed us all,” sabipa
ng chairperson ng Senate
agriculture committee.

Guest Speaker si Vil-
lar sa pulong ng Rotary
Club of Makati sa Dusit
Thani Hotel, Makati City.

Nagsalita siya tungkol sa
Food Security at Green
Revolution.

Sinabi ni Villar na ma-

“halaga at napapanahon
ito dahil ‘R

ang mga paksang
tayo sa mara-

nahaharap

mmghamonsaagncultmal :
Submn,ﬂniyakntyaang_

' pangakong iaangat

lmw_

ang intelihente

kita - Villar

protektahan ang Phillpplne

Glnumta ntya na noong
1973 sa ilalim ng Marcos
regime, tanyag ang Green

evolution programs para
sa rice sufficiency.

Kamakailan lamang,
inilunsad ng Department
of Agriculture sa ilalim ni
President Ferdinand Mar-

" cos Jr-ang bagong bersyon

ngGraen Revdumupw\g
nutrisyon ng

mga PII[ pagdami
Esyon at supply ng

sariwang prutas at gulay sa

urban at mral areas.
Layunin nitong gawin
ang mga komunidad na

‘green edible landscapes’

sa paggawa ng vegetable

rdens.

_“I have also been lead-
ing the campaign on’ Vveg-
etable gardemng by dis-
tributing seeds and
fertilizers while enticing
people. to grow. their own
food thru our four Villar
Social Institute for Poverty
Alleviation and Govern-
ance (Villar Sipag) Farm
Schools,” sabi ni Villar.
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EVAIL

More farmers’ groups join calls to remove Diokno, Balisacan

More farmers’ groups joined the calls
for President Marcos to remove Finance
Secretary Benjamin Diokno and Socio-
economic Planning Secretary Arsenio

Balisacan over their alleged pref-
erential treatment on importation
by movinito bring down tariffs on
rice and other imported agricultural
products.

At least 20 more peasant orga-
nizations signed the petition to
replace Diokno and Balisacan, after
six groups initiated the campaign
to axe the two members of the eco-
nomic team.

Samahang Industriya ng Agri-
kultura (SINAG) chairman Rosendo
So vowed that more protest ac-

tions will be held in front of the
Department of Finance building to
bat for the removal of Diokno and
Balisacan.

“More agricultural groups are
joining the call of the rice industry
stakeholders to reject all proposals
to reduce or remove tariffs on our
most loved food commodities: rice,
pork, chicken and corn. We all know
that Secretaries Diokno and Bali-
sacan are not only proposing tariff
reduction onrice; but also, on pork,
chicken and corn,” So said.

He added that other farmers
groups involved in livestock, poul-
t?(, corn and allied sectors support
efforts to bring to Marcos the op-
position of the entire local agricul-
ture industry on the alleged plot
of Diokno and Balisacan on tariff
reductions.

“Itis easy (for Balisacan and Dio-
kno) to say that the tariff reduction
will not affect the farmers as they
only stay in the offices, far from the
mud and hard life of farmers,” So
maintained.

He said that reducing or eliminat-
ing rice tariffs would put in peril
the tariff collection under the Rice
Tariffication Law.

“The projected 3.9 million metric
tons of rice imports next year would
mean a loss of P33.5 billion for the
rice industry. Revenue losses from
tariff reduction from pork imports
would mean forgone revenues of
P16 billion to P18 billion, while tariff
reduction for chicken imports would
mean government losses of P6 to 8
billion,” he said. ~ — Bella Cariaso
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'Barred from entering ‘Kalburo’ Shoal
Zambales flshers catch dwmdllng

TO some small-scale fishermen
n

Zambales, Scarborough

“ Shoal located 120 nautical miles

off Masinloc town does not belong
to the Philippines.

“Kung sa atin ‘yun, eh bakit
kami hinaharangan ng Chinese
coast ‘guard, ayaw kami papa-
sukin, " says William, whose main

-~ source of livelihood is fishing for
almost four decades'now.

‘During an informal conversa-

tion last weekend with William in

the coastal barangay of Collat, he

said he was losing hope that the

: Phlllrp,g

drspute over Scarborough Shoal,

_ whi 10 as Kalburo.
ey l’wa?klh ‘naman mananalo eh

'-?nnamsu bangka namin ang liliit
~ lang, eh ‘yung barko nila kalalake,
mnnngalanannngparangtore (How

- can you win over them when our
boats are too hn]ewhrlewelookup
mﬂprsllrphkeamwa‘), helaments.
Scarborough Shoal, also

- known as Panatag Shoal and
Bajo de Masmloc, isa triangular-

- shaped chain of reefs and rocks

around a 150-krlomet,er (km)-
* wide lagoon, 220 km from Ma-
sinloc, which is weu within the
~ 200-nautical mile (370 km) Phil-
~ ippine excluarve econoimc ZOne.
~ China calls ‘n—Huangyan Dao
% and hysd to 1t.purp’orted1y
aﬁg_ nhrﬁoncalﬁghts .
éll’g ino fishermen used to enjoy
 abountiful catch from the area and
 useditasa against storms
before China’s coast guard and
. maritime militia vessels established
apresencein the areaand pratically
took control over the shoal.
 “Papalapit palang kamitinataboy
na kami. Hinahabol kami ngrubber
boats hanggang lumayo na kami,”
says William, who had sold his big-
ger boat and now uses a small one
in ﬁshmg wrthm municipal waters.
; Heused to ]om atéam of small-
'5cale fishermen for at least 18
hours of sailing to Bajo de Ma-
,srnloc Eight to 10 of them would
‘load their small boats on what

ines will ever be able to.
- win against Chind in the maritime

TEATIME

, VALDERAMA

they call a mother boat, bringing

with them food stock that would
last a few days. Upon reaching the

TG

shoal, they would unload their B¥S#3

small boats and start catching
fish. “Kanya-kanyang diskarte na
pagdating doon ... Napakaraming

isda; ilang oras lang halos mapuno'

na yungbaugka, William recalls.
That is now a.thingmf the past.
In 2012, China asserted its

sweeping claims in nearly all of
the West Philippine Sea and seized

control of the shoal, prompt-
ing the Philippines to seek UN
arbitration. In 2016, the arbitral

tribunal in The Hague invalidated

China's claims, but China contin-
ues to ignore the Tuling.
Since then, Filipino fishermen

are limited to' fishing outside the .

perimeter of the shoal because
China has taken control inside,
says Leonardo ‘Cuaresma, presi-
dent of the New Masinloc Fisher-
men's Assooauon 'fheycan teven

take shelter in the shoal during

rough seas and bad tweather, as
they used to before 2012.

“Sa loob ng shoal, pandtag

doon pag malakas ang alon, pag
masama ang, panahon (Inside the

shoal, [the water is| calm there

when [there are] big waves [out-

side], when the weather i 1s bad),”|
he says. “Ngayon, kahit gusto ng|
ating Filipino fishermen, hindi
‘sila nabibigyan'ng shelter dahil

hinaharang sila ng Chinese coast

guard (Nowadays, even when our
Fllrpmo fishermen want to seek.

shelter there, they could not be-
cause the Chmese coast guard is
blocking them) Leonardo adds.
The other fishermen we talk-
ed to said they were fearful of

"bemg apprehendedby the Chi-
”nese coast guard, who are armed
when accosting them as they

] Fishemmn in hprangay Collat, Masinloc, Zambales use these smaller... | '
boats to fish within the municipal waters since Chinese coast guard shooed
them away from Scarbmggh Shoal. P HOTO BY TITA VA LDERAMA

attempt to approach the shoal.

" They are chasedaway by armed
Chinese maritime mrhua, mak-
ing them feel like thieves if Lhey
make it inside the shoal.

~ Most of the ﬁshermen in Baran-

‘gay Collat say they are not teachmg

their sons how to fish because of

‘the threats and intimidation they

have experlenced from the Chrnese

:mtruders, and the income They eamn

from it can hardly sustain a family.

This is reallty on the ground
How cari you convrnce them that
Scarborough Shoal is ours vyhen
they have been shooed away even

before they could get ) near its en-

trance? It's like bemg prevented

from entenng yolir own ‘house.

- What used to be their rradmonal
fishing grounds for decades, assuring
them ofplermﬁrl cztd1 and good in-
come, has become a source of tension
between the Phr!ippmes and Chma
Pn‘umrdatroh and harassment
by the Chmese coast ard hpve
thre’atened not “only 5:1 eir safety
and main source of livelihood.
Some are barely able o send thelr
children to school thanks to the
govemments free educatron pro
gram and the a assistance of thelocal
govdnunent units and groups pro-
viding them with school supplres
" “Their catch has become fewer

and sma]ler, givmg them not even
a third of what they used to earn.
As pnces ‘of basic commodmes
continue to rise and theiri mcomes
dwmdle, dally survrval is qu1te a
‘ chaJIenge to most ofthem. i
. A number of the mother boats,
whlch ferry the smaller boats to the
lagoon, have been sold whlle a few
which remalned haggle for lower
prices for the fishermen’s catch,
leaving them wnh les's income
than what they should be getting.
Compeutron atsea has also becpme
tight as fishermen from other prov-
KIHCES catch from theu payao, which
attracts yellow fin tuna and other
bigger specles like blue marlin,
" The Fisheries Code defines payao
asa fish- @egaung ; device consist-
ing of a floating raft anchored by
a welghted line with suspended
materials such’ as palm onds to
attract pelagrc and schoohng spe-
cies common in deep waters,
How can you conyince the
fﬁshermen to assert thelr rights to
fish in Scarborough Shoal when
therr own government drscour-
ages them from dorng S0 to avoid
tensmn wnh the mtruders?
The situation. of other Fil ipmo
_ﬁshermen in othersho reefs and
islands in  the West Pluhppme Seaare
‘not different fiom those in Zambales.
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BY CELSO M. CAJUCOM

ABANATUAN City, Nueva Ecija: Two
lawmakers said they hope that the rice
situation will stabilize soon, particularly in
Region 3 (Central Luzon) and Region 1 (Ilocos).

But first, Sen. Maria Imelda
Josefa “Imee” Marcos also said
challenges posed by the so-called
lean months of July, August and

September have to be overcome
by rice farmers as well as by rice
traders.

Meanwhile, Marcos added, .

Date: \_@T Qg, %25
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rice traders who are said to be

also “rice smugglers” should be

slapped with criminal charges
“because they are the ones mak-
ing the economic life of ordinary
Filipinos more miserable.”

- The senator on Thursday, Sept.
21, 2023, led the distribution of
emergency assistance from the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD) to
1,200 beneficiaries in Caba-
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Imee warns 'rice smu

natuan City.

In her speech, she promised
that all local governments of 27
towns and five cities of Nueva
Ecija will be given P5 million
each under the AGRI Tayo.Jan
program of the senator.

The LGUS’ chief executives will
only have to submit to her office
any agriculture-related projects.

Rep. Rosanna “Ria” Vergara of -

the 3rd District of Nueva Ecija

said the lean season will finally
be over by September, enabling
middle-class consumers to pos-
sibly purchase commercial rice
at lower prices. )
Dr. Richard Simangan, provin-
cial director the Department of
Trade and Industry, said retailers
from the province are compliant
with the ricc price ceilings for
regular milled and well milled
rice at P41 and P45 per kilo,

jglers’

respectively,

Out of 500 registered retailers,
139 received P15,000 each in
assistance from the DSWD this

. September. ;

Today, some retailers in the
province are reportedly selling the
regular milled rice at P38 a kilo.

The National Food Authority
is expected to. buy palay from
farmers at P18 (wet) and P23-

25 (dry).
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GUEST COLUMNIST

Amid soaring rice prices,
a holistic approach to
rice self-sufficiency in
two years proposed

s the Philippines grapples with

soaring rice prices, the pursuit

of food secuntyhas never been

ore pressmg Itis against this

backdrop of rising food costs that we

turn to an ambitious yet timely proposal

put forth by Dr. Rodolfo C. Undan, a

professional Agricultural & Biosystems

engineer, former NIA administrator,

- former DA assistant secretary, and

a retired president of Central Luzon

State University. His comprehensive

approach to achieving self-sufficiency

in rice and other food items is not just

a strategy; it's a lifeline for Filipinos
facing the burden of high rice prices.

In recent months, the Philippines
has witnessed a steep increase in the
cost of rice. For countless Filipino
families, rice is not just a meal; it is the
essence of their diet and culture, The
sharp rise in rice prices has weighed
heavily on household budgets, exacer—
bating the economic challenges already
posed by the ongoing pandemic.

In times of hardship, the afford-
ability and availability of rice become
paramount concerns. The Filipino
people need relief, not just in the form of
temporary subsidies but in the form of
sustainable solutions that can empower
our nation to feed itself.

Amid these trying times, Dr. Un-
dan's proposal stands as a timely
response to the plight of Filipinos. His
comprehensive approach addresses not
only the symptoms of the crisis but also
the root causes, offering a roadmap
toward self-sufficiency.

By promoting modern farming
technologies, enhancing irrigation, and
diversifying rice varieties, Dr. Undan's
vision seeks to bolster rice production,
ensuring a steady supply that can help
stabilize prices. The call for cost reduc-
tion through innovative techniques
and the support for local machinery
production is not just about efficiency;
it's about making rice more affordable
for ordinary citizens.

What distinguishes Dr. Undan's
approach is its holistic nature. It rec-
ognizes that achieving self-sufficiency
is not a one-dimensional endeavor. It
involves the entire rice production eco-
system, from the fields to post-harvest
processes and policy adjustments.

Efforts to reduce post-harvest
losses, improve harvesting practices,
and invest in infrastructure are vital for
ensuring that the benefits of increased
production reach consumers in the form
of stahle nrices.

BUSINESS TALK

PCCI CHAIRMAN WILLIAM 8. CO

His proposal acknowledges that the
path to food security requires more than
just agricultural initiatives; it neces-
sitates legislative support. The call for
a review of the Rice Tariffication Law
and measures against hoarding and
smugglingisa response to the changing
landscape of our rice mdustry

In the face of rising rice prices, Dr.
Undan's two-year target for self-suf-
ficiency becomes not just an ambitious
goal but a pressing necessity. It chal-
lenges our nation to rise above short-
term challenges and envision a future
where no Filipino goes to bed hungry
due to the unaffordability of rice.

As we diversify food sources, inten-
sify fish and séafood culture, and pro-
mote alternative grains and root crops,
we not only enhance food security but
also reduce our vulnerability to price

Rising rice prices

‘have cast a shadow of

uncertainty over the
tables of Filipino families.
Undan's comprehensive
approach provides a ray
of hope, a path toward a
brighter future where rice
is not a source of anxiety
but a symbol of stability
and self-reliance.
ﬂuctuations in the rice market.

Rising rice prices have cast a shadow
of uncertainty over the tables ot Filipino
families. Undan's comprehensive ap-

proach provides a ray of hope, a path
toward a brighter future where rice is

not a source of anxiety but a symbol of

stability and self-reliance.

The pursuit of self-sufficiency in
rice is not just an economic goal but a
statement of our commitment to the
well-being of every Filipino. It is a
timely call to action, a promise that we
can secure our food supply and ensure
that the high price of rice becomes a
thing of the past.

(Dr. William S. Co is chairman of the
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (PCCI) anddlrectoroftheAgnculmre

and Ficherny committee )
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More groups buck proposal to slash tariffs on agrl goods

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
L W@jearcalas

OREagriculturalgroups,
including sheepandrab-
bitraisers, are opposing

the proposal to reduce tariffs on
imported comquiues like riceas
- the governmentwopldlose almost
P60 billion in revenues.

In ajoint statement, the allied
industries of the grains and live-
stock industries threw their sup-
port behind the calls to reject the

“proposed” reduction on tariffs

~_on imported rice, .pork ch1cken :

~andcorn,

“The other adngultural indus-
tries of hog, chicken, corn and al-
lied sectors have joined our call
so that our plea would reach the
President,” the statement read,
which was publicly released to the
mediabythe SamahangIndustriya
. ngAgrikultura (Sinag) on Sunday.

~ “The dlrectwe of the Philip-

pines is clear: strengthen and

support local production and not

importation and smuggling.”

| The statement’s signatories

have grown to 26 from 11 groups.
The joint statement now in-

cludes the Sheep and Goat In--
dustry Philippines, New Alliance
.of Rabbit Breeders Association,

United Luzon Mango Stakeholders
Association Inc., Aqua Farmers Ph,
and Community Legal Help and
Public Interest Center. P
The joint statement claimed
thatboth Finance Secretary Benja-

min E. Diokno and Socioeconomic -

Planning Secretary Arsenio M.
Balisacan are planning to reduce
tariffs notjust for rice butalso for
imported pork, chicken and corn.

Diokno and Balisacan have
publicly announced earlier that -

they support the reduction of rice
tariffs to cushion the impact of

' nsmg global prices on domestn:

gram PIICES

However, the two have not
made public statements regard-
ing the reduction in the tariffs of
pork, chicken and corn.

Marcos, whoisalso the agricul-
ture secretary, extended the lower
tariffs on the four commodities—
rice, pork; chicken and corn—until
the end of the year.

" Diokno has disclosed prev:-

ously that pertinent inter-gov-
'"ernment agencies have been re-

viewing the implementation of
the lowered tariff rates on the

four commodities, 0
The agricultural groups called ;
* againfortheresignation of Diokno

and Balisacan over their tariff-
reduction proposals.

“Upuntil today, there remains
no compelling reason for the need

for tariff reduction as farmers

are now harvesting palay,” the

statement read.

“Globalrice prices have nothing
to do with the recent spike in rice
retail prices. The President has
said that it was caused by hoard-
ing, pro'fi'te'ering and smuggling.”

The groups argued that reduc-
ing or “eliminating” the tariffs
on rice would result in the loss of
P33.5 billion in tariff collections

_ for the rice industry, based on|
a 3.9+million metric ton import

projection. i
The groups clalmed that pork |
tariff reductlonwould resultinfore- |
gone state revenues amounting to !
between P16 billion and P18 billion | {

‘while tariff reductions on chicken |

imports would lead to P6 billion to |
P8 billion in revenue losses ol !

The groups, however, did not |
disclose the tariff rates for pork |
and chicken that they used in es- |
timating therevenuelosses for the ,
two comm0d1t1es
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ipamahagi ng gobyerno
_ang smuggled na bigas na

nakumpiska ng mga awto-

ridad sa ginawang pagsa-
lakay sa isang warehouse

Senador Francis ‘Chiz’
Escudero. ,
“Ang problema doon
ay technically ay hindi
‘yun legal, maganda man

ang intensiyon,” pahayag -

. ni Escudero sa panayam
sa DZBB.

“Halimbawa na lang,

Mga sinamsam na higas ilegal§
@  ipamudmod - Escudero

3 R findt o legal i
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Eﬁsi;‘ﬁci%ega ka, bigas

man o anuman ang la--
man, inakusahan ka ng
hoarding o smuggling,

“hindi naman ‘yan basta-,
 basta puwedeng bunutin
sa Zamboanga City noong
Setyembre 15, ayon kay .

.!:_ nga .

£y

i ,mayg

sinm;unod 1mano pl'O-
seso bago kumpiskahin at
- ipamahagi ang mga puslit

'na mga kontrabado ma-

Jiban na lang kung naki-

proseso

parm ahala ‘ Jﬁa‘y ‘

‘yan bago puwede mai-
pamigay sa gustong pag-
bigyan ng pamahalaan
maliban na lang kung na-
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Mexico researchers
'show progress on drive to
replace US corn imports

TEXCOCO, Mexico — Research-
ers at a top Mexican agricultural
university this week showed the
progress they had made in pro-
ducing imore non-genetically
modified (GM) yellow corn seeds
to help replace imported grain
from the United States that is
at the center of a major bilateral
trade dispute.

Experts at the Autonomous
University of Chapingo, on the
northeastern flank of Mexico
City, unveiled advances in devel-
oping seeds for planting to offset
corn imports as-Mexico battles
with the United States, its top
trading partner, over its plan to
limit use of GM corn.

Three-meter-high corn stalks
rose from the soil across an exten-
sive field at Chapingo, early signs
of a potential future alternative
for food producers like Kellogg
and Mexican brand Maseca, re-
searchers said.

The fields, planted in May,
were generating new strands of
hybrid seed varieties to be tested
in 2024 with release for planting
in 2025, they said.

“What we’re going to do is make
available to the producer the seed
that they need... and the techno-
logical package to achieve the de-
sired yields,” said Claudio Carballo,
operational manager of Chapingo’s
corn seed production project.

The project aims in two years
to develop enough non-GM seed

varieties cultivable in Mexico to
replace about 6 million of the 18
million metric tons of corn that
the country imports from the US
annually, most of which is GM
yellow corn.

Mezico’s government wants
to-ban GM corn for hurhan con-
sumption, including its national
staple, tortilla, on concerns about
its health impact.

It still permits; for now, GM"

corn as livestock feed and in in-
dustrial'use in some processed
foods and cosmetics. )

- After mionths of tension over

the poliey, the US requested in
August a dispute settlement pan-
el under the US-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) trade pact,
arguing that Mexico’s plan is not
based in science.

President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador has been vocal
about the need to reduce Mex-
ico’s dependence on US corn
imports. However, his govern-
ment has yet to significantly
do so.

Still, Mexican Deputy Agricul-
ture Minister Victor Suarez has
said replacing 10% to 15% of corn
imports is realistic.

“It’s like people’s income —
if it’s not enough, then they’re
dependent on someone. It’s that
simple,” said Romel Olivares, a
coordinator for the Chapingo
project. “A country is the same.”
— Reuters
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Soy up; wheat, corn firm

US soybean futures rose on Fri-
day in a light technical rebound
from six-week lows while corn
and wheat also ticked higher on
bargain-buying, but gains in all
three markets were limited by a
strong US dollar, analysts said.
Chicago Board of Trade
(CBOT) November soybeans
settled up 2-1/2 cents at $12.96-
1/4, bouncing after a drop to
$12.92-1/2, the contract’s lowest
since Aug. 8. Some traders said the
market’s retreat below $13 signaled
potential further weakness.
CBOT December corn ended
up 2 cents at $§4.77-1/4 a bush-
¢l, holding above this week’s

low of $4.67-3/4, the lowest
on a continuous chart of the
most-active contract since De-
cember 2020.

CBOT December wheat rose
3-3/4 cents to settle at $5.79-1/2,
climbing after early weakness.

A firm dollar hung over the
markets at 2 time when US grains
are already struggling to compete
in the global export market with
wheat supplies from Russia and
Brazilian corn and soybeans.

“The biggest problem we have
right now is demand for American
products,” said Jim McCormack, a
managing partner at AgMarket.net
in Barrington, Ill. - Reuters

Page

of



BusinessMirror

g

A broader look at tod

Date: 7 & SEP 2073

Page:

LIBRARY

™ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

‘Climate crisis hinders efforts
to eradicate hunger and poverty’

T HE, Internatlonal Fund
f= for Agricultural Develop-
mentof the United Nations
(IFAD) warned of the dire and ir-
reversible effects that the climate
crisiswill hav;g on hunger and pov-
ertyif sound adaptation measures
are not taken quickly.

“The climate crisis hinders
our efforts to eradicate hunger
and poverty. The growing global
population is dependent on a diet
that places significant pressure
on increasingly scarce land and
water resources. This exacerbates
inequalities and social unrest,”
said IFAD President Alvaro Lario
during the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) in New York.

“It is imperative to 1nvest in
building resilience and in adap-
tation to climate change. This
cannot wait. Investing in small-
scale food produce’rs is also vital
to ensure a food secure future.
And sustainable, biodiverse food
productionisessential toachieve
sustainable development and cli-
mate goals. This also means in-
vesting in the livelihoods of the
most vulnerable men and women
around the world.” |

Speaking of recent natural di-
sasterslike the earthquakein Mo-
rocco and extreme weather events
like massive flooding in Libyalast
week, Lario said developing coun-
tries and the world’s poorest and
most vulnerable women and men
are on the frontlines of climate
changeand developmentgains can
be quicklylost when shocks occur.

Atthe UNGA, Lario marked his
first year in office-and IFAD said
it continues to build momentum

asa UN, agency and international

financial institution that is “fit-
for-purpose.”

The recent declaration issued
by G20 leaders gathered in New
Delhi emphasized IFAD’s role in
the “fightagainst food insecurity,”
and encouraged member states to
replenish the UN Fund’sresources
at the end of the year, when its 178
member states will pledge their
donations and enable the fund to
bring toscaleinvestments that will
transform the lives of millions of
vulnerable people in rural areas.

Emmanuel Macron, President

of France, contmued to. champm,n;

IFAD’s c campaign at t;he,retent G20

Summit in New Delhi, India. “We
. need [asuccessful replenishment]

because IFAD works to improve
agriculture and food production
systems in many countries, par-
ticularly those afféEi-éd by the
ripple effects of war.”

Janet Yellen, Umted States

Secretary of the Treasury, also .
highlighted IFAD’s role at the G20
~ Summit: “We hope to move for-

ward efforts such as supporting
the global agriculture and food
security program and working to-
wards a successful replenishment
of IFAD.”

Under current trends, IFAD
said 575 million people will still

be living in extreme poverty in
2030. It is estimated that there

will be as'many people suffering
from hunger by 2030 as in 2015
when the number reached 600
million people.

“Hunger remains a political

issue, mostly caused by poverty, .

1nequahty, conﬂlct, corruptlon

and overall lack of access to food

and resources. Inaworld of plen-
ty, which produces enough‘f})od
to feed everyone, how can there
be hundreds of millions going
hungry?” Lario said.
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around the world, increasing the risk of

political instability in Asia and Africa,
according to the head of a Unlted Natlons
agency.

Prices for the crop, a staple for halfithe
world, surged to the highest in almost 15
years after the top shipper began curbing
exports. Indiaaccounted for nearly 40 percent
ofthe global rice tradein the pastthree years.
Soaring pricesare fueling concerns about food
insecurity for billions of peaple in Asia and
Africa who depend on the grain. ;

"“Rice, especially in Africa, can certainly
bring potential conflict or social unrest,
which at this moment in time would be
quite dangerous,” Alvaro Lario, who leads
the International Fund for Agricultural
Development, said in a Thursday interview
in New York.

Theexportbanis brlnging backmemorles

I NDIA'S rice export ban is boosting prices

of 2008, when a global rice crisis put 100
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India rice export ban is fueling risk of social unrest, UN says

million people at risk, many in sub-Saharan

Africa. Back then, both Vietnam and India

restricted exports. Food shortages have

~also contributed to unrest in the past, with

surging wheat prices helping spark the Arab
Spring that toppled governments just over a
decade ago.

The impacts of bans “go beyond the

_ borders of the countries” implementing

such measures, Lario said. Rice is the “main
concern” for food security—even more so
than wheat, he said. 15

“Export bans have a lot of impact

respecially an the most vulnerable, by raising

prices and having a shock on prices,” he said.
“Generally they are not positive, neither for

the local populations in the medium term,

nor for the other-countries.”

Some regions. in Africa that are more
reliant on rice imports are already seelng
impacts from higher prices, Lario said.

~“We have to understand that many of

these people who ‘consume this type of crop

~ aresometimes on thebrink of poverty,”he said;

' Cornsupply boom
. AGLOBAL sugar crunch that drove prices of

the sweetener toan 11-year high s finally

poised to ease—and it's thanks to a crop

that might seem totally unrelated.
Cornoutputfromagricultural powerhouse

~ Brazilissurging, making itmore profitable to

use the grain to produce ethanol—a key fuel
that powers cars in Latin America’s biggest

~economy. Asaresult»mlllsthat crush costlier

cane are looking to produce more sugar and

* less biofuel.

“Anyone with money tnqay is either
investing in corn ethanol, or adding capacity
to produce sugar,” said Eder Vieito, senior

| commodity analystat Green Pool Commodity

Specialists.
Falling sugar prices would be a welcome

respite for consumers battling rampant food

inflation. A gauge of agricultural commodlty
prices posted its biggest gainin 16 monthsiin
July, before retreating somewhat in August.
Extreme weather has damaged sugarcane in
India, the world’s sécond-!argest producer
after Brazil.

Corn is taking a bigger share of the
ethanol market in Brazil, which trails only
the USamong global producers of the biofuel.

Ethanol from corn will account for nearly a .
fifth of alloutput of the fuel this season,

from nearly zero five years ago. By 2033, its
share could climb to as much as a third of
total supply, consultancy Datagro predicts.

“Biofuel expansion will predominantly
come from corn,"said Renato Pretti, strategic
planning officer at ethanol producer
Cerradinho Bioenergia SA. The company,
which uses hoth corn and sugarcane as raw
material for fuel, is one of a growing number
of mills diverting more cane toproduce sugar
and even investing in new sugar machinery.
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WORKERS load bags of paddy rice on a trick at the grain market in Ambala, India, October9,
2022. Rice is a staple food for about half of the world’s population, with Asia producing and
consuming about 90 percent of global supply. BLOOMBERG NEWS

Rising corn output in Brazil is allowing
for bigger profits from ethanol as sales
of byproducts like animal feed mostly
cover the cost of the grain. Cane mills, in
contrast, recently saw shrinking margins

from producing ethanol. The cost of making
ethanol from cornwas 16 percentlower versus
producingthe biofuel from sugarcaneoverthe
past two years, analysts at bank BTG Pactual
said in a report. Bloomberg News
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