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- Gov't to expand DSWD's
food stamp program

President Marcos announced that the government is
looking into expanding the Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development’s (DSWD) Food Stamp Program
(FSP) to other parts of the country starting this month,
citing its successful launch on Sept. 29.

Marcos said this after he led the program launch in
Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte, on Friday.

In an interview following the event, the President
said he was glad the FSP was proceeding smoothly.

“We will be upscaling it within the next month or

$0,” he said. “We are aiming at the next phase of this
rollout. We are already looking at 3,000 families to be
beneficiaries,” he added. ‘ ;

To date, the FSP has 100 beneficiaries na- > 9

tionwide. The DSWD pilot-tested the
FSP on July 18 in Tondo, Manila.
On Friday, Marcos led the distri-

bution of Electronic Benefit Transfer -

(EBT) cards, loaded with £3,000 food
credits, to at least 50 beneficiaries in :
Siargao Island.

Even though the FSP had just .

started, the President thought it was
giving promising results but said they
must make it accessible to ordinary
citizens, especially in the far-flung
areas.

According to Marcos, they are car--
rying out the FSP to fight hunger and
ensure the well-being of the benefi-
ciaries through better food nutrition

through the EBT cards. ]

Meanwhile, Marcos thanked in-
ternational sponsors such as the
United Nations’ World Food Pro-
gramme, the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), and the government of
France for helping the Philippines in
realizing the FSP.

The grant of US$3 million came

- from France, ADB, and the Japan
~International Cooperation Agency.

Next year’s target would be 300,000
households. '

The FSP aims to decrease the inci-
dence of involuntary hunger through
available and accessible nutritious
food for less fortunate households

while helping address nutritional -
concerns.

It provides cash-based assistance
in the form of EBT Cards.

According to the Presidential
Communications Office (PCO), the
DSWD submitted a draft executive
order declaring the FSP as a govern-
ment flagship program, directing all
national government agencies, local
government units, and government-
owned or -controlled corporations to
support its implementation.

“The draft is currently being re-
viewed by the Office of the Deputy Ex-
ecutive Secretary for General Adminis-
tration,” it said. (Argyll Cyrus Geducos)
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Marcos OKs $12.7-B aid

for 2.3 M rice farmers

By ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

resident Marcos has ap-

proved and ordered the

release of #12.7 billion for

the Rice Farmers Financial
Assistance (RFFA) to help about
2.3 million small rice farmers
amid agricultural challenges in
the country.

Marcos, who issued the order on
Thursday, Sept. 28, said the RFFA
would help the beneficiaries cope
with the increasing production
cost and sustain their productivity

in the face of challenges, including

" the looming dry spell.

Under the REFA, each beneficia-
ry registered in the Registry System
for Basic Sectors in Agriculture
(RSBSA) will receive 5,000 finan~
cial assistance. This was sourced
through the excess tariff collection
from rice importations in 2022.

Farm cooperatives associations
(FCAs), irrigators associations
(IAs), agrarian reform beneficiary
organizations (ARBOs), small water

impounding systems associations |
(SWISAs), and other farm groups |

are among the RFFA beneficiaries.

The RFFA is an unconditional financial as-
sistance for farmers tilling below two hectares
of land as mandated under the Cash As-
sistance to Filipino Farmiers Act of 2021. B> @

sistance to small rice retailers and
sari-sari store owners affected by the
implementation of Executive Order
No. 39, which imposed a price cap on
regular milled and well-milled rice.

No let-up in drive vs
rice smugglers, hoarders

Meanwhile, President Marcos
said he would not let smugglers and
hoarders of rice get away with their
illegal activities, stressing that the
government was already implement-
ing measures against them.

In a speech during the distribution
of rice to beneficiaries in the Dinagat
Islands on Friday, Sept. 29, the Presi-
dent reiterated that the Philippines has
no problem with rice supply. However,

‘Palayamanan Plus’

President Marcos also approved
the utilization of 700 million in
excess tariff collections for the “Pa-
layamanan Plus” conditional cash
transfer under the Household Crop

Diversification Program.

The program ensures that RSB-
SA-registered farmers, who are also
listed in the Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps) of the De-
partment of Social Welfare and De-
velopment (DSWD), will enjoy food,

nutrition, and income security.

he said smuggling and hoarding are
making the price of the staple grain
g0 up.

“Wala tayo sanang problema sa
presyo ng bigas kung hindi dahil sa
biglang pagtaas ng presyo ng bigas at
dahil sa laganap na smuggling at saka
hoarding (We won’t have a problem
with the price of rice but it suddenly
shot up due to smuggling and hoard-
ing),” he said.

According to the President, smug-
glers and hoarders are “manipulating”
the market by illegally importing sacks
of rice and keeping them until the price
of the staple increases.

“That's not right,” he said. “The
manipulation done by smugglers,
hoarders, and other businessmen who

_ LIBRARY
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Around 78,000 beneficiaries-are
expected to receive 10,000 each.

On Sept. 29, President Marcos as-
sured Filipinos that his administra-
tion will continue finding sustainable
solutions to address the agricultural
issues in the country.

“We’re looking for concrete so-
lutions to address the problems the
agriculture sector is facing,” he said.
“Let us help one another to fix the
agriculture sector.” ,

Before this, President Marcos
extended #15,000 in financial as-

are taking advantage of the situation
are ruining our livelihood.”

Because of this, Marcos said he
would not let those individuals pass.’

“That’s what disheartens me and I
cannot let them get away with it,” he
said. “That’s why we’re undertaking
extreme measures to end these illegal
activities.”

According to the President, among
the measures they are implementing
are constructing the necessary infra-
structure and providing equipment to
farmers. They are also distributing rice
but said this is a temporary measure.

He, however, renewed his commit-
ment to ensuring the country’s rice
supply while going after those engaged

. in illegal activities.
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'By ALEXIS ROMERO

President Marcos has ap-
proved the release of about
P12.7 billion to help 2.3 mil-

lion farmers coga- with the

~challenges ¢
agriculture sector.

onting the

THE pHILIPPINE

e s

Date: § 1 0CT 2023

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL |

Page:

sy
Py
Kz

LIBRARY

fin DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

)Ks release of P12.7-B tariff aid for farmers

- Marcos, who is-also ‘the
agriculture secretary, ordered
the release of the funding on
Sept. 28 for the Rice Farmers

‘Financial Assistance program,

 Presidential Communications
‘Secretary Cheloy Garafil said
" yesterday.

MaI'COS From Page 1

tariff collection from rice im-

portations last year, amount-
ing to about P12.7 billion.

“(This would) help them
cope with the increasing
cost of production and sus-
tain their productivity even
in the face of challenges like
the coming El Nifio,” Mar-
cos was quoted by a Palace
statement as saying.

The beneficiaries of the
financial assistance program
‘include farmers in farm co-
operatives associations, irri-
gators associations, agrarian
reform beneficiaries orga-

nizations, small water im-

pounding systems associa-
tions and farm groups.
Marcos has also approved

the use of P700 million in

excess tariff collections for,

the Palayamanan Plus, a con-
ditional cash transfer under
the household crop diversifi-
cation p! arafil said.
~ The move seeks to ensure
that the farmers registered in
the registry system for basic
sectors in agriculture who
are also covered by the Pan-
tawid Pamilyang Pilipino
Program (4Ps) will benefit
from food and nutrition and
achieve income security.

The 4Ps, which is be-

ing implemented by the
srt;%ial 'mlr)elfare department,
provides relief and govern-
ment health services to low-

L3

- The program is an uncon-
ditional financial assistance
for farmers tilling below two
hectares of land as maridated
under the Cash Assistance to
Filipino Farmers Act of 2021.

Under the program, the
government identified small

Ny
/

income families who sena{“
their children to school.

- Garafil said some 78,000
beneficiaries are expected
to receive the Palayamanan
Plus conditional cash trans-
fer of P10,000 each.

~ The two proposed fi-
nancial assistance packages
support the administration’s
Masagana Rice Industry De-

" velopment Programs.

e President issued the
directives aimed at helping
farmers as the government
is dealing with the rising
prices of rice.

To keep the food staple
affordable to ordinary Fili-
-pinos, Marcos set price caps
on regular milled and well-

- milled rice last month. The

mandated price for regular
milled rice is P41 per kilo-
gram while the price ceiling
on well-milled rice is P45
per kilogﬁg;n. The admin-
istration also provided

- P15,000 financial aid to

small rice retailers and sari-
sari store owners affected by
the price caps.

e President has also led
the distribution of thousands
of sacks of rice to 4Ps benefi-

* ciaries in Tungawan, Zambo-

anga City; Brgy. San Roque,
Zam_boangallgiy 5B .Ogan-
tiago, General Trias, Cavite;
Iriga City, Camarines Sur
and San Andres in Manila. .

tice farmer-beneficiaries who
“are included in the registry
system for basic sectors in ag-
riculture as of June 30 this year.
Each beneficiary will be
given P5,000 in financial aid,
which came from the excess
, Turn to Page 5
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President Marcos has approved

the release of a total of P13.4 bil-
lion in financial assistance to rice
farmers to help sustain their pro-
ductivity amid the El Nifio phe-
nomenon and other challenges
faced by the agriculture sector,
Malacafiang said on Saturday.
- In a statement, Presiden-
tial Communications Secretary
Cheloy Velicaria-Garafil said
the President had ordered the

F13 4-B CASHAID BBMINE FﬂHZ 5M RIGE FARMERS

systems, among others.

release of P12.7 billion for the

" administration’s Rice Farmers

Financial Assistance (RFFA) pro-
gram, and P7oo million under
the Household Crop Diversifica-
tion Program (HCDP).

From excess collection

Under the RFFA, the gov-
ernment has identified about
2.3 million beneficiaries, main-
ly rice farmers listed in the
Registry System for Basic Sec-
tors in Agriculture (RSBSA) as
of June 30 this year. Each ben-

eficiary wiII receive P5,000 in
financial assistance.

According to Garafil, the
funds for this aid package was
sourced from the “excess tariff
collection” from rice impor-
tations in 2022, amounting to
P12.7 billion.

“[This would] help them

.cope with the increasing cost

of production and sustain their
productivity even in the face
of challenges like the coming
El Nifio [phenomenon],” the
Palace media office quoted the

President as saying.

The RFFA is an uncondi-
tional financial assistance pro-
gram for farmers cultivating
less than 2 hectares of land,
Garafil said. It was instituted
through Republic Act No. 11598,
or the Cash Assistance to Filipi-
no Farmers Act of 2021.

The beneficiaries include
members of farming coopera-
tives and other organizations
formed by irrigators, agrarian re-
form beneficiaries, and those who
work for small water impounding

Pamilyang

‘Palayamanan Plus’

Mr. Marcos also ordered
the release of P7oo million in
excess tariff collections for the
“Palayamanan Plus,” a condi-
tional cash transfer scheme un-
der the HCDP.

It aims to ensure that RSB-

SA-registered farmers, who are
also enrolled in the Pantawid
Pilipino Program
(4Ps) of the Department of So-
cial Welfare and Development,

would “enjoy food, nutrition and
income security,” Garafil said.

About 78,000 Palayamanan
Plus beneficiaries are expected
to receive P10,000 each. i

Last week, the President re:
jected proposals to temporanly
reduce tariffs on rice imports to
temper surging retail prices of |
the staple.

“It was not the right time to
lower the tariff rates because
the projection of world rice
prices is that it will 'go down.”
he said. ma
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. approved and or-
dem&on ; there

e@shnffooﬂechmﬁomnoe
rtations in 2022, amount-

to around P12.7 billion.
RFE&bﬁ:g?ﬁﬁsﬁP-
clude those in the farm coopera-
tives associations (FCAs), irriga-

Ie thathis ad-
notstoplook- :
sustamahlesoluhoqstq
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FOLLOWING the suc-
cessfullaunch of the Food
Stamp Program (ESP) of
the Departmentof Social
Welfareand ent
(DSWD)in Siargaolsland,
Surigao del Norte on Fri-
day, PresidentFerdinand
R.MarcosJr.islookingat
expandingitstarting next
month.

“I have to say that it's
proceeding smoothly and
we will be upscaling it
within the next month or
so. We are aiming at the
nextfaceof thisrollout, we
are already looking to
3,000 families to be bene-
ficiaries,” President Mar-
cos told reporters in an
interview on thesidelines
of the rice distribution
event in Surigao del
Norte. s

President Marcos led
thelaunchingof theFSPat
the Teatro Nan'Dapa in
Dapa, Siargao Island
where he distributed the
Electronic Benefit Trans-
fer (EBT) cards; loaded
with PhP3,000 food cred-
its, to atleast 50 beneficia-
ries in the province.

While the FSP is still in
the pilot stage, the Presi-
dentemphasized thatitis
so far giving promising
resultsashestood firm that
it should conform to its

ose in the long run,
gru}fipch is to make it%coes-
sible to ordinary citizens,
especially in the far-flung
areas.

The ‘chief executive
extended his gratitude to
international sponsors
suchasthe United Nations”
World Food Programme,
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), and the gov-
emmentof France forhelp-
ing the Philippinesinreal-
izing the FSP.

The grant of US$3 mil-
lion came from French
Development Agency,
ADBandJapan Internation-

al Cooperation Agency.

Next year’s target-would
be 300,000 households.
“So far, maganda na-
man kasi. Maganda‘yung
programa na ginawa ng
World Food Programme,”
President Marcos said.
The FSP is a flagship
programofthe DSWD that

aims todecrease the inci-
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. M
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FOOD STAMP PROGRAM
TO BE EXPANDED

: Ir. brlngs the sm premlump rice
by the Bureau of Customs to Siargao Isiand, Surigao del Norte for

iy
bt

distribution to the beneficiaries of the DSWD’s Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino
Program (4Ps) on Friday. Photo by JOEY RAZON/NIB-PNA

denceofinvoluntary hun-
ger by improving the
availability and accessibil-
ity of nutritious food for
less fortunate households
whilehelping addressnu-
tritional concerns. It pro-
vides cash-based assis-
tance in the form of EBT
Cards.

Itisapilot programin-
tendedforS,OO%familiesin
five areas, namely, Ton-
do, Manila; Dapa, giargao;
San Mariano, Isabela; Gar-
chitorena, Camarines Sur;
and Parang, Maguindanao.

The DSWD pilot-test-
ed the FSP on July 18 in
Tondo, Manila.

GOV'T AGENCIES
URGED TO SUPPORT
FOOD STAMP

The President has
urged all government
agencies to support the
Departmentof Social Wel-
fare and Development's

(DSWD) implementation

ofthe WALANGGUTOM
2027: Food Stamp Pro-
gram (ESP).
“Inaatasankoangmga
kinauukulang ahensyang
gobyernonamagtulungan
tungo samas mahusay na
pagpapatupad ng Food

. Stamp Programnaito. Tiy-

akinnatinnawalangbahid
nganumanganomalyaang

pamamalakadngahng!:'nc%a
proyekto,” Marcos said .
The President high-
lighted that the FSP does
not only ensure poor Fili-
pinos will be able to con-
sumesufficientamountof
food, butwill also guaran-
tee nutritious and afford-
able food items for its ben-
eficiaries.
In his speech, Secre-
Rex Gatchalian said
the FSP “also seeks to

- makea significantdentin

the country’smalnutrition
and poverty as a whole.”

“We hope to provide
mealaugmentationtofood
poor families that would
give them that extra push
to cag:dtate themselves
into finding jobs, becom-

‘ing productive citizens -

whoare able to contribute
tonationbuilding,” Gatch-
alian said. .
The DSWD is also
working closely with na-
tional govenment agen-
cies and private organiza-
tions to promote nutrition
and behavioral change
among beneficiaries.

The FSP is being im-

plemented with the help
of the Department of La-
bor and Employment
(DOLE), Technical Edu-
cation_and Skills Devel-
opment Authority-(TES-

DA), National Nutrition
Council (NNC), Food and
Nutrition Research Insti-
tute (FNRI), World Food
Programme (WEP), Asian
Development  Bank
(ADB), Pilipinas Kontra
Gutom: Movement, and
the Management Associ-
ation of the Philippines
(MAP).

Inarelated event, Mar-

- cosand Gatchalianled the

distribution of premium

guality rice to Pantawid
Pamilyang Pilipino Pro-
gram

-(4Ps) beneficiaries

in Siargao Island.
Around 2,265 sacks of
ium rice confiscated
the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) were handed over
by President Marcos and
Secretary Gatchalian to4Ps
beneficiariesfromtheisland.
According to Marcos,

- ‘the distribution of rice to

poor householdsis in line
with the government’s ef-
fort to end hunger in the
country.

Asthe concurrenthead
ofthe entof Agri-
culture (DA), the President
alsosaid partofhisduty is
to ensure food security
and agood supply chainin
the country by addressing
theissuesof hoarding and
smuggling ., , -

PCO  JesterManalastas
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By MARTIN SADONGDONG

A maritime domain awareness
(MDA) flight was conducted by the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and
Bureau of-Fisherie§ and Aquatic

Resources (BFAR) over Bajo de Masinloc

(Scarborough or Panatag Shoal) several
days after the removal of a floating bar-
rier that prevented Filipino fishermen
fromaccessing the resource-rich shoal,
an official disclosed on Friday, Sept. 29.
Commodore Jay Tarriela, PCG
spokesperson for West Philippine Sea
(WPS), said the MDA flight was held last
Sept. 28 over Bajo de Masinloc which
lasted for ""more than an hour."
Through the MDA flight, the PCG
confirmed that the floating barrier in-
stalled by China Coast Guard (CCG) and
Chinese maritime militia (CMM) ves-
sels at the southeast portion of Bajo de

Masinloc has already been removed by :

the CCG.

"I would like to inform ev&ryone {
that upon verification for this particu-

lar MDA flight, there is no more float-

ing barrier at the entrance of Bajo de

Masinloc," Tarriela told reporters at the
PCGheadquarters in Port Area, Manila.

Tarriela also clarified that the PCG
was not the one who removed the float-
ing barrier, but the CCG themselves

when they learned that the PCG man-.%

aged to cut its anchor, e el
""The PCG or the Phﬂxppi;m govem—
ment doesn’t claim that we: aretheones

01 0CT 2023
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PCG, BFAR hold aerlal patrol over BaJo de Masinloc

who removed the barrier. What we did
iswe cut the anchor of the barrier. The
reason why you have to cut the anchor
of the barrier is because for each end
of the floating barrier, there are two
~anchors, one at each end so it would
- notbe draggedbythecurrentandme

wmd Whatwe did is we cut the anchor

ononeend souun]lbew:del_yopmand-

dragged," he explained.

"When they (CCG) learned that
the floating barrier is no longer serv-
ing its purpose, that’s the time that
they recovered the ﬂoating barrier,"
he added.

When the PCG cut the anchor, .

 Tarrielasaid atotal of 54 Filipino fish-
mgvesselstooktheoppomnntyto*ﬁsh

near Bajo de Masinloc and they were

- ableto catchatotal of 168 tons ofﬁsh.

- Philippine Coast Guard

~ (pce) Spokesperson for the
West Philippine Sea (WPS)
Commodore Jay Tarriela
(right) shows members

of the media the anchor
that held in-place a set

of floating barriers that
was allegedly installed by
Chinese vessels in Bajo de
Masinloc. The anchor was

A retrieved by PCG personnel
| who dismantled the

Z floating barriers last week.
7E (Photo from the Philippine
e Coast Guard)

Chinese presence

But Tarriela admitted that it re-
mains a challenge for Filipino fish-
ermen to enter the lagoon of Bajo de
Masinloc as it is sn]lheavﬂyguarded
bytheCCG.

In fact, the PCG and BFAR moni-
tored three CCG ships and a CMM
‘vessel at Bajo de Masinloc during the
Sept. 28 MDA flight while the CCG al-
so issued six radio challenges against
them.

Two of the CCG ships were inside
the lagoon of Bajo de Masinloc while -
the other one was patrolling outside
the vicinity of the shoal.

There were also two Fxhpmo ﬁsh—
ing boats engaged in fishing activity
‘near Bajo de Masmloc at the nme of-

”the MDA fhght. R
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First batch of PH avocado
exports set sail for S. Korea

By AARON RECUENCO

The Philippine government has started the exportation
of a large variety of fresh avocados through a ceremonial
send-off at the KTC Port Tibungco, Davao City, on Sept. 30,
the Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Plant Industry
(DA-BPI) said. ; : :
DA-BPI director Gerald Glenn Panganiban said the first
batch of the fresh Hass avocado, a large-sized avocado
“ weighing 200 to 300 grams, is expected to arrive in Pyong-
taek Port, South Korea on Oct. 8 and was exported through
‘the National Plant Quarantine Services Division (NPQSD).

The exportation process, seen as a significant

market access achievement, started on June 19 8

through an agreement between the
Department of Animal and Plant
Quarantine Agency (APQA) of the
Republic of Korea and DA-BPI. It
came into effect on Sept. 8
On Sept. 25, the Philippines,
through the DA-BPI, officially ex-
pressed its intent to export fresh
. Hass avocado fruits to Korea, re-
sponding to the request of Dole
Philippines.

Panganiban played an instru-
mental role in expediting the mar-
ket access request by incorporating
this agenda during the Interna-
tional Plant Protection Convention
(IPPC) which was attended by sev-
eral member countries, including
the top management of APQA.

This exportation marks the

‘beginning of a fruitful trade re-
lationship between the two na-

N 5

tions as the people of South Korea
can finally taste the creamy and
nutrient-rich Hass avocados from
the Philippines.

President Marcos remains com-
mitted to the acceleration of agri-
cultural development by opening
the country’s doors to Philippine
fruit exports. Under his leadership,
the Philippines is continuously
making progress in creating op-
portunities in the global market and
solidifying its capability to trade
top-quality agricultural products.

Present during the send-off
ceremony were DA-BPI Assistant
Director for Regulatory Services
Ruel C. Gesmundo, DA-Region XI
Director Abel James Monteagudo,
Dole Philippines senior vice presi-
dent and Stanfilco Division general
manager Tetsuya Kitae.
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The DA-ATI and Villar Foundation’s
farm business school facilitators’ training

First of two parts

AST month, I took a break from my
column because of some research

activities. [ also joined a 10-day training

course on becoming a farm business
school (FBS) facilitator, organized by
the Department of Agriculture’s (DA)
Agricultural Training Institute (ATT) at ts
regional training center in Trece Martires
City, Cavite province. The training was in
partnership with the Villar Foundation’s

Social Institute for Poverty Alleviation -

and Governance (Sipag) Farm School
and Tourist Farm on the boundary of
Las Pinas City and Cavite’s Bacoor City.
So why and how did I get involved in
this training when most of my known
work focused on population and de-
velopment, health, sodal science, and
gender-related matters?

You see, my family has been en-
gaged in natural rainfed farming in an
upland area of Rizal province for over
a decade now. We faced many chal-
lenges in maintaining this farm, and it
does not earn sufficient revenue for its
upkeep. It also does not have a farm-
to-market or village road, so we often
use a private stony, rough, narrow
and often muddy road to get to the
farm and bring down some produce.
The lush and relaxing mountain view,
clean air and occasional sea of clouds
offered by this area have somehow
compensated for these difficulties.

In 2017, our place became one of the
integrated upland conservation guided
farms of the Manila Bay Cleanup Reha-
bilitation and Restoration Project, per
Supreme Court Mandamus ruling GR
17-1947-48, dated February 2011, under
the supervision of the DA's Bureau of
Soil and Water Management (BSWM),
DA Regional Feld Office 4-A and the

VIEW FROM
THE SOUTH

DR. LALAY
S RAMOS-JIMENEZ

Municipal Agnaﬂtme Office of Rizal's

‘Tanay town in partnership with the Cuy-

ambay Natural Farmers' Assodiation. We
underwent training on upland farming

and conservation, organic farming and -
coffee, coconut and cacao production.

We also received seedlings and other
inputs, as well as some small equipment
from the BSWM and the MAO.

We were encouraged to apply to the

ATl as a learning site for agriculture

(LSA), but we only managed to submit
our application form a few months
ago, and we blame the coronavirus
for this (we got infected late last year).

_ The challenges posed by the Covid-19

pandemic have raised our need for a
healthy environment and food security.
We believed that our farm’s develop-
ment was essential to address it. | was
informed by Ric Jason Arreza, the ATT's
point person for Region 4-A, that our
application form did not specify any
enterprise, AT] training and the local
government’s endorsement. He then
referred me to Honeylet Famillaran,
a member of the staff of Sen. Cynthia
Villar — founder of the Villar Sipag
Farm School and chairman of the Senate

. Committee on Agriculture and Food —

who coordinates with the ATI on select-
ing FBS training participants and other
related tasks. She asked me to join the
last FBS training for this year because it
was a requisite for the LSA 1 approval.
Honestly, I was hesitant to join because

it had been a long time since [ was a_

student or trainee, and [ was unsure

how the organizers would respond to
a senior citizen during the training. My
initial reluctance to join this intensive,
live-in activity diminished after receiving
Honeylet's encouragement.

I am glad I joined this capacity-
building activity because I believe every'
prospective farmer — espedially if one

‘has no agribusiness management edu- -

cation like myself —'should undergo
this training before venturing into ag-

riculture. (Qur country has 16 regional -

ATl offices and an international training
centeratits central office in Quezon City
that conducts scheduled FBS training,)
The training’s opening took place
at the Villar Sipag Farm School, while
the rest of the course was held at ATI's
Region 4-A center in Trece Martires
City. I was amazed that the 4-hectare
school was on prime land on the Las
Pifias-Bacoor boundary. Since 2015,
the school has trained many farmers

- and workers about social and com-

munity enterprises, including the
production of rice, crops, livestock
and fisheries, as well as on financial
literacy and profitability, selling and
marketing, and farm tourism.

Senator Villar welcomed 22 par-
ticipants to the training, It was the first
time most of us saw the lovely, petite
and enthusiastic lawmaker who has
authored many laws that support agri-
culture and fisheries. Her brief speech
in Filipino and English summarized
what was expected of us: “This is a 10-
day training that focuses on strengthen-
ing the skills and knowledge of farmers
and managers on how they will operate
their farms as business enterprises. The
goal of this training is to uplift the living
conditions of our farmers by equipping
them with necessary skills and attitude
to become agri-entrepreneurs.”

Her speech not only laid out the
trainings aims but also implied that we
should share our acquired knowledge
and skills with other farmers to help

~ improve their lives and reconsider be-

coming agri-entreprenetirs themselves.
Villarsaid the FBS was created byithe
United Nations' Food dnd Agnculture
Organiization to teach farmers how to
mariage their produce and optimize
their profitability. Bookkeeping, mar-
ket survey, product selling, costing and
packaging were included in the train-
ing. She emphasized the importance
of knowing the challenges posed by
climate change and other issues re-
lated to market supply and demand.
She also said the timing of our

training was good because of the

growing number of farm tourism es-
tablishments and farm schools in‘the
country. She added that we had many
opportunities under the Farm Tourism
Development Act of 2016, which she
promoted and authored. An impor-
tant provision under it is the role of
the Department of Tourism and ‘the
DA in accrediting the establishment
of farm tourism sites and farm schools.

She also talked about the alloca-
tion, under the Rice Tariffication Law,
of scholarships for farmers and their
families worth about P1 billion yearly

_ —an amount collected from the tariffs

on rice imports under the Rice Com-
petitiveness Enhancement Fund. Of
the amount, P700, million is allotted
to the Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority (Tesda), and
the extension program of the Phlhppme
Center for Postharvest Development
and Mechanization, Philippine Rice
Research Institute, and ATI get P100
million each. She ‘also mentioned the

> Ramos-JimenezA6

provision for farm school scholarships
under the Coconut Fartiers and Industry
Trust Fund Act, which she also authored.
Eight percenit of the P5 billion fund created

by this law is allotted every year for the -

training of farmers and their families listed
in the Cocontit Farmers Registry. This fund
is divided betweeri Tesda anid ATI.

The Villar Foundation has four farm
schools: thdse in Las Pifias-Bacoor and
the city of San Jose del Monte in Bulacan
province serve Luzon; theonein Tloilo City,
the Visayas; and thé'one in'Davao City,

Mindanao. Tt alsowants to help fishermen '

be more competitive and the farmers be
more committed to agricultuire because
these would lead to more accredited farm

schools, of which there are crrently 2,805.

She encouraged us to take advantage of
the opportunities offered by the ATI, Tesda
and DoTunder the laws she authored. She
hoped that our farms would tufmn int6 busi-
nesses so that we could help manyfaxmer&
After her speech, we were given a copy
of the 2021 Directory of Farm Schools,

Tourist Farms, Learning Sites and Tesda’
Agri Centers in the Philippines, as well

as the list of laws she authored.

Dr. Rolando Maningas, the DA-ATI 4-A '
center director, thanked the senator and -
welcomed us to the training course. Milo ’
delos Reyes, DA-Region 4-A field office

executive director; Baron Jose Lagran,
Tesda 4-A regional director; and other key

regional officials also welcomed us. After -
some picture-taking, we responded to a -

pretest questionnaire and filled out other
forry . Then we traveled to Trece Martires
for the two-week training,

To be concluded next Sunday,
Oct. 8, 2023
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The devastating effects of food inflation in the Philippines

N recent years, the Philippines

has been grappling with a
growing crisis that threatens the
very essence of its people’s well-
being — food inflation. The sky-
rocketing prices of essential food
items have dealt a severe blow
to the country’s economy and
have left millions of Filipinos
struggling to put food on their
tables. This article aims to shed

MONEY
TALKS

JANICE
ABITSANA

light on the devastating effects
of food inflation in ‘the Philip-
pines, examining its impact on
individuals, fa'mlltes and society

as a whole.

The daily struggle

® For many Filipinos, each trip to

the market has become an exer-
cise in adversity. The increasing
cost of rice, meat, fish, vegetables
and other basic food necessi-
ties has pushed these items out
of reach for countless families,
particularly those living in lower-

“income communmes The con-
it sequences are dire, as individu-
‘als are forced to make difficult

choices between putting food on
the table or meeting other crucial

tion and shelter.
Health implications

The implications of food inflation
extend far beyond the economic
realm, as it directly affects the
health and well-being of Filipinos.
With limited resources, families
find themselves compromising
on the nutritional value of their
meals, resorting to cheaper, less
nutritious options. This lack of
access to proper nutrition has
resulted in a rise in malnutrition
rates, especially among children.
The long-term impact of this crisis
on the physical and mental health
of future generations is a cause for
grave concern.

Education hindrances

Education is another casualty
of the food inflation crisis. As
families struggle to make ends
meet, children often bear the

‘brunt of the burden. Many are

forced to forgo education in

‘order to work and contribute
to their family’s income. The vi-

cious cycle of poverty perpetuates
as the lack of education limits

 their opportumtxes for a brighter
future. The nation’s potential for

progress is stifled, hindering the
development of the Philippines

- as a whole.
needs, such as health care, educa- " :

; 'U‘n'masking the causes

Understanding the root causes
behind this dire situation is crucial
in formulating effective solutions.
Multiple factors contribute to the

rising food prices in the Philip- -

pines. Climate change-induced ex-
treme weather events have wreaked
havoc on agricultural production,
leading to reduced yields and in-
creased vulnerability to pests and
diseases. In addition, government
policies, market monopolies and

supply chain inefficiencies further

exacerbate the problem. The Phil-
ippines’ heavy reliance on food
imports also leaves it vulnerable
to global price fluctuations and
supply disruptions.

Perspectives and
solutions

To gain a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the issue, it is
essential to consider the perspec-
tives of experts and stakeholders
involved in addressing food
security challenges. Food security
organizations, economists and

policymakers are actively work--

ing toward finding sustainable
solutions. Their efforts range
from promoting climate-resilient
agriculture practices and sup-
porting small-scale farmers to
enhancing market transparency
and implementing targeted social
welfare programs.

Government
responsibility

The role of the government
in mitigating the impact of
food inflation cannot be un-
dermined. It is imperative for
policymakers to enact measures
that prioritize food security
and address the systemic issues
contributing to rising prices.
This includes investing in in-
frastructure to improve supply
chains, implementing effective
price control mechanisms and
fostering inclusive agricultural
policies that empower local
farmers.

Empowering local
communities

Community-led initiatives also
play a vital role in combating
food inflation. Sustainable urban
farming projects, cooperatives and
community kitchens have emerged
as sources of resilience, ensuring
access to affordable and nutritious -
food for vulnerable populations.
By empowering local communities
and promoting self-sufficiency,
these initiatives offer a glimmer
of hope amid the crisis.

Food inflation in the Philippines
is not just an economic concern
but a humanitarian crisis with
far-reaching consequences. It is
imperative for all stakeholders to
come together and address this
issue head-on. The devastating ef-
fects of rising food prices on health,
education and overall quality of life
demand urgent action. By imple-
menting comprehensive strategies
and enacting supportive policies,
the Philippines can pave the way
toward a more sustainable and
secure food future for its people.

Janice Sabitsana is a registered
financial planner of RFP Philip-
pines. To learn more about person-
al-financial planning, attend the
104th RFP program this October
2023. To inquire, email info@rip.
ph or text at 0917-624-8110.
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HOUSE TIGHTENS SCREWS
~ON AGRI SMUGGLERS

ing for the purpose Republic
Act No. 10845, otherwise

knownasthe Anti-A;
Smu

nand MartinG. Romualdezsaid.-

Act, got 89 "yes" votes.
Speaking to its importance,
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