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Lifting of price cap
on rice proposed

The Department of Agriculture (DA) and the De-
partment of Trade and Industry have recom-
mended to President Marcos, the concurrent ag-
riculture secretary, the lifting of the price ceiling
on rice that was imposed last month. DA officials
cited favorable indicators, such as the decreasing
rice prices in the domestic market, increasing sup-
ply and the drop in global prices of the staple. M
—STORY BY NESTOR CORRALES AND JEROME ANING _ *
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DA, DTI propose
lifting of price

By Nestor Corrales
and Jerome Aning
@Team _Inquirer

The lifting of the price ceiling
on rice, which was imposed
last month, is now in the hands
of President Marcos, an official
of the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) said on Tuesday.
Gerald Glenn Panganiban,
director of the Bureau of Plant
Industry, said the DA and the
Department of Trade and In-
dustry (DTI) have recommend-
ed to the President, the con-
current agriculture secretary,
the lifting of the price cap,
citing favorable indicators that
include the drop in global pric-
“es of rice.

Sectoral meet
He said the recommenda-
tion was made during a sec-
toral meeting with Mr. Marcos
in Malacanang on Tuesday.
. “That’s why we met [on Tues-
day]—the DA and the DTI—so

we can recommend and the

President will be the one who
will be deciding on it,” Pangani-
ban said at a Palace briefing.
DA officials, in their pre-
sentation during the meeting,
identified indicators on lift-
ing the price cap, such as the

decreasing rice prices in the
domestic market, increasing
supply of rice and the drop in
global prices, among others,
according to Presidential Com-
munications Secretary Cheloy
Velicaria Garafil.

Panganiban, citing their
evaluation, said the parame-
ters had all been met.

“It looks like we are ready,”
he added.

Panganiban earlier pointed
out that the price cap on rice
would only be temporary.

On Aug. 31, Mr. Marcos is-
sited Executive Order No. 39,
imposing price ceilings on rice
in the country following the
“alarming” increase in its retail
prices in local markets.

The mandated price ceiling

for regular milled rice is P41
per kilo while the mandated
price cap for well-milled rice is
P45 pér kilo.

No new DA chief yet

According to Garafil, gov-
ernment records show that the
supply of rice in the market is
enough for 52 days by the end
of September.

By the end of October and
with the harvest in full swing,
the supply would be equiva-
lent to 74 days, she added.

Panganiban, also on Tues-
day, said he could not confirm
reports on whether the Presi-
dent would appoint a new ag-
riculture secretary amid the
clamor of some sectors.

“I can’t confirm [that] to
you. Hopefully not, because
our President, I think, is doing
a great job [at] the helm of the
department,” Panganiban said,
citing the export of three new
agricultural products (durian,
mangoes and avocado) as one
of the major achievements
of the department under Mr.
Marcos’ leadership.

‘ Survey

When asked if he thought
the President’s lower perfor-
mance ratings in the Septem-
ber survey of the polling firm -
Pulse Asia had something to
do with the steady increase in
the prices of rice, Panganiban
said: “What can I say [is that]
the President is really commit-
ted to serving all. I think he is
the President for all—not only
for the farmers, but also for the
consumers.”

‘The survey was conducted
from Sept. 10 to Sept. 14. The
price cap on rice that the Presi-
dent approved was implement-
ed starting Sept. 6. INa
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Bumper harvest i

1.9 MMT
this October

By JEL SANTOS

he Philippines is expected to
produce 1.9 million metric tons
(MMT) of rice this October,
which will increase the coun-
try’s supply of the primary staple, an
official of the Bureau of Plant Industry
' (BPI), an agency under the Department
of Agriculture (DA), said.
In a briefing in Malacafian on Tues-
day, Oct.3, BPI Director Gerald Glenn
Panganiban assured the public that the
country has ample supply of the staple
.. food as the rice harvest season has
Uh  already begun.
“For October, we are expect-
ing almost 1.9 million metric tons
of rice so that will jump our days
to last or our supply of rice to 74
days,” he said. “Itincreased from 52

[days] last September because we are
expecting more bumper harvest for the
coming October and November, ‘
the public can expect that we > ‘I'

to boost rice supply

-

DEALING WITH RICE PRICE CAP — President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (second from right) presides over a meeting with'officials of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) and other agricultural and economic agencies on Tuesday, Oct. 3, 2023, at Malacafian Palace. (Photo from PPA)
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to boost rice supply 1+

will have a stable supply of our main
staple.”

The BPI director said they have
monitored a decrease in the prices of
rice in the market. Just few days ago,
Agriculture Senior Undersecretary
gningo F. Panganiban said they

ve observed a. 5 per kilo decrease
in the price of rice.

Price cap lifting looms

Meanwhile, Panganiban said the
government’s P41 to P45 rice price
cap has yet to be lifted as the deci-
sion is up to President Marcos, who
concurrently heads the agriculture
department.

“From our parameters naman ay
mukhang ready na (From our param-
eters, it looks ready). But of course,
it’s all upon the President to decide
on it,” he said.

Panganiban, in the same briefing,
said there are now “positive indica-
tors” for the possible lifting of the rice
price ceiling. He said they were now
just awaiting the chief executive’s
decision on the rice price cap.

“The indicators point that there
are decreasing prices observed in
market from our implementation
starting last month until today; and
then we are expecting an increased
supply of our local harvest com-
ing this last quarter — for October,
November and then the rest of the

year,” he explained. “And the fa-
vorable factors externally has been
reported, a drop in the export prices
of rice in the global market has also
been reported.”

While the bureau has already rec-
ommended the lifting of the rice price
cap, which took effect in early Sep-
tember and was supposed to be lifted
by the end of the month, Panganiban
maintained that the next move would
still be up to the President, and that
he wouldn’t want to preempt his
decision.

Monitoring continues
While waiting for Marcos’ direc-
tive, both the DA and the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI) will be
monitoring and surveying prices
U“so that it will not... again, increase
drastically.”

“So, that'swhat we are doingandwe

are working with all agencies of the gov-
ernment—not only the DA but also the
DTI and DILG (Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government) to imple-
ment whatever measures and guidelines
we can do so that the consumers and
of course our stakeholders/the farmers
who also benefitted,” he said.

Aside from being the harvest sea-
son, he said there was also an increase
in production “because of the inter-
ventions that our President mandated
to our agency.”
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Rice situation:
“an expert’s view

According to a respected agricultural economist from
Harvard, the good news is: ”’%he world rice market has,
so far, survived these severe shocks with heartening resil-
ience and little panic. The major exception, the decision by
President Marcos in the Philippines to place a mandatory
and highly restrictive price ceiling on rice throughout the
country... ' :

“If the price ceiling is administered flexibly and with
regional nuance, it will not threaten the credibility of the
government or cause severe disruption to the Philippine
rice economy. If the edict stands as issued, it will stiﬁ be

DEM AND . unenforceable. Either way, this is a

remarkable opportunity to ‘learn from
AND experience.”

SU PPLY C. Peter Timmer, an agricultural
economist and a professor emeritus at
. Harvard University, shares the view of
' > the USDA that Indonesia and the Phil-
ippines will come through the global
rice shortages in good shape.

nal of Agriculture and Development,
the professor analyzed our recent
moves and why the President probably
erred in his handling of the rice issue,
particularly the rice price cap.

“If consumers and traders have well—foundeg expecta-
tions that the price of rice is going to increase sharply,
hoarding is rational economic behavior. In order to prevent
hoarding by all participants in the rice marketing system,
and the sharp spike in rice prices that it causes, govern-
ments must manage, that is stabilize, those expectations.

“Such management requires careful planning, especially
about the level of public rice reserve stocks, and clear
' communications to all interested participants in the rice
economy.” :

We did exactly the opposite. A DA usec fanned the flames
of panic by announcing we hardly have any buffer stocks
in the NFA warehouses. That was the signal for traders to

e

300 CHANCO

In a recent article at the Asian Jour- -

hoard and for prices to rise, specially in the gublic markets.

The better response came from Usec Leo Sebastian, who
pointed out the harvest season in the next few weekswhich
they expect to produce en'ou%il for the comingjmonths.

he professor rightly highlighted the importance of
“current credibility”.

“A government caught deceiving the public about the
reality of rice supplies, and its ability to ensure those sup-
plies are delivered to urban markets, faces an extremely
difficult path to recovering public trust...”

Of course, there is no escaping the realities of the rice
market today. - : : G

“Rice is a scarcer and more valuable commodity than
before El Nifio returned and Russia escalated its attacks on
Ukraine’s wheat and corn exports. Accordingly, rice prices
are likely to go higher over the next six to 12 months. *

“How mu hig%ler? Perhaps another $100/mt for Thai or
Viet 25 percent brokens is likely. The big question is whether
the price rise will be gradual, giving consumers time to ad-
just without panic, or whether there will be a rapid spike to
$1,000/mt or higher. The fact that there has been little panic
in local markets since the Indian announcement in late July
gives hope that the increase in rice prices will be gradual and
contained.” !

This is why reducing the tariff on imported rice was
critical to making sure we are able to continue importing

enough higher priced rice to increase our buffer stock. -

The tariff reduction should help cover the higher price of
rice imported from Vietnam and Thailand. Without it, our
traders have been cancelling their orders from Vietnamese
suppliers. The President apparently didn’t understand this.

e upward price trajectory is a given. But the professor
thinks the concern should be over the impact of higher rice
prices on food security of the poor, not agf‘egate inflation.

“The great paradox of food security is that only govern-
ments can ensure it, but markets must’do the heavy lifting’.
Learning to manage this symbiotic relationship, on both
sides, has been difficult for most countries. East Asia has
leaders and laggards in this historical process.

“Much of the agricultural economics profession’s
understanding of the negative effects stemming from
chaotic and badly administered interventions into private
rice marketing activities was documented early in the
Philippines. The country has been badly cenflicted for

LIBRARY
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decades on how to manage this critical public-private
interface.” :

The professor is hopeful things won't get worse because
in India “contracts already being fulfilled in terms of
physical loadings are being honored. As chair of the G20
this year, India seems to be trying to balance its domestic
needs with maintenance of its reliability as a rice exporter
(farmers will matter in the election).”

What happens next? Here is how the professor sees it.

“Going forward, three countries need to be watched
quite closely. First, will Indonesia receive the full one mil-
lion tons of rice it contracted from India? If it does, which
now seems likely, that will calm the whole world rice
market (and India knows this).

“Second, is the Philippines in good shape in terms of
stocks? The experienced economic technocrats in the Cabi-
net seem to have planned ahead for this contingency, and
the price ceiling announced by the President caught them
by surprise. The I’hiliplpines might yet be a wild card in a
scramble for additional rice imports. :

“Third, will Vietham continue to export normally? So
far, the country has remained an active exporter, but there
is always the danger of a domestic hoardiimdg run that will
force the government to restrict exports. Managing price
expectations in Vietnam is now critical.” * Ko—

The President is set to apgoint an agriculture secretary
whose background is in the fisheries business. But maybe,
because he is a prominent Chinoy businessman, he has
enough connections and persuasive powers to make the
Divisoria rice traders manage their greed. :

The professor doesn’t see serious rice shortages, but there
will be somewhat higher prices. He cites the August release
of World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimates, WASDE
showing world rice proguction for the 2023/24 marketing
year is forecast to be 8.1 million tons larger than in 2022/23.

“World use is forecast down one million tons to 523
million, as fewer imports by many countries in Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa reduce consumption (USDA 2023).”

Without panic, we should be okay. Our leaders should
learn from the past, as former president Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo said in a speech in Indonesia. We are our own worst
enemy. :

Boo Chanco’s email address is behanco@gmail.com. Follow

‘him on X or Twitter @boochanco
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‘Govt read

liftri

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

E government is ready to lift the price ceil-
ing on rice, an official of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) said on Tuesday, citing a

decrease in the prices of the staple in the market
and the expected increase in supply during the
harvest this month.

This came after the DA and the De-

~ partment of Trade and Industry (DTI)

recommended lifting the mandatory rice
price ceiling during a sectoral meeting
with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in
Malacanang on Tuesday morning.

At a Palace press briefing, DA-Bureau
of Plant Industry Director Gerald Glenn
Panganiban said there were several indi-
cators for lifting the price cap, including

lyto
rice cap’

the decreasing rice prices in local markets
during the implementation of the price
ceiling in the country.

“That's the indication. From our param-
eter naman, mukhang ready na (it seems
we are ready). But of course, it's all upon
the President to decide on it,” Panganiban
told reporters.

“We mentioned that the price cap is just

»RiceA2
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‘Govt ready to lift rice

temporary. It was done to really ar-
rest the increasing prices that time
that it defied the logic we have the
supply,” he said.

Panganiban noted “favorable”
external factors that have been
reported in the export prices of rice
in the global market.

“Since we already have those
indicators ready, I cannot say
the duration, but the indications
point to that. We will just keep you
updated as soon as there will be a
decision,” he said.

Marcos, who currently serves
as the country’s Agriculture chief,
signed Executive Order (EO) 39 on
September 5, setting price caps on
regular and well-milled rice in the
whole country.

Under the EO, the mandated
price cap for regular milled rice is
P41 per kilogram, while the man-
dated price ceiling for well-milled
rice is P45.00 per kilogram.

Panganiban said around “80
to 90 percent” of rice retailers
have complied with the imple-
mentation of the mandated
price ceilings.

He also said the government is
expecting almost 1.9 million met-
ric tons of rice for October, which
will last up to 74 days.

“The public can expect that we
will have a stable supply of our
main staple,” the DA official said.

Records would show that the

supply of rice in the market is
equivalent to 52 days by end of
September. By end of October,
with the harvest in full swing,
the supply will be equivalent to
74 days.

When asked if there were other
conditions the government need-
ed to achieve before Marcos could
lift the mandatory price ceilings
on rice, Panganiban said, “There
are other indicators that may be
considered. So, let us just wait for
this decision.”

He added that the DA is also
open to the alternative measures
the economic managers would
propose and that the department
was focused on increasing the rice
supply to stabilize the prices of
the staple.

“So that’s about it, and we are
expected that the DA and the DTI
to have collaborations in order to
further monitor and survey the
prices so that [they]will not again
increase drastically,” he said.

“So, that’s what we are doing,
and we are working with all agen-
cies of the government — not only
the DA but also the DTI and DILG
(Department of the Interior and
Local Government) to implement
whatever measures and guidelines
we can do so that the consumers
and, of course, our stakeholders,
the farmers, who also benefited
[from this|,” he added.
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By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
w@sam_medenilla

ESPITE sufficient local
supply and declining in-
ternational exportprice of

rice, President Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr. has decided to retain—for
now—Executive Order (EO) No.
39, which imposed a price cap for
the food staple.

Thé chief executive made the
decision even'after the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) and the
Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI) had reported to him “favor-
able conditions” which willjustify
lifting/of the price cap.

Officials fromboth agenciesre-
ported that local rice production
thismonthisexpected toreach1.9
million metrictons (MMT), which
will bring the country’s total rice
supply to 4.22 MMT.

“That will jump our days to
the last of our supply of rice to 74
days...because we are expecting a
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bumper harvest in October and
November. The public can expect
a stable supply of our main sta-
ple,” DA-Bureau of Plant Industry
Director Gerald Glenn F. Pangani-
ban said during a press briefing
on Tuesday.

Last month, the total rice sup-
ply reached 3.28 MMT, sufficient
only for 52 days.

Additional interventions
PANGANIBAN said they also
monitored a lower local market
price as well as an easing in the
export price for ricein theinter-
national market. |

“That is why we met with DTI
45 well as the sector council so
we can recommend [the possible
lifting of the EQ]. The President

will be the one deciding on i
the BPI official said.

Neda also backed the lifting,
but it proposed other measures to
cushion the impact of ‘uncapped”
rice prices forricetraders,farmers
and consumers.

Among its proposed measures
are logistics support for rice trad-
ers, financial aidfor Filipino farm-
ers, ‘and unconditional rice price
subsidies for the poor.

Otherindicators
ASKED why Marcos has ‘yet to
lift EO 39 event after their data

SeE “EO," A2
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DESPITE BETTER SUPPLY,
PRICE DIPS, EO 39 STAYS
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CONTINUED FROM A1

presentation, Panganiban said
they will still be doing addition-
al staff work to further verify
the data they presented to the
President.

Panganiban said the President
may also be considering “other
indicators” before he acts on their
proposal for the lifting.

EO 39 imposed a P41 per ki-
logram (kg) price cap for regular
milled rice (RMR) and P45 per
kg for well-milled rice (WMR)
nationwide.

Marcos issued EO 39 in re-
sponse to the unusual surgein the
price of rice last month despite the
country's sufficient supply of the
food staple. He attributed it to the
price manipulation by hoarders
and smugglers.

Stable price

BPI reported that compliance
rates of retailers on the price cap
range from 80 to 90 percent, which
helped stabilize the price for RMR
and WMR nationwide.

The remaining 10 to 20 per-
cent of the retailers were unable
to comply with EO 39 since they
were not selling RMR and WMR,
according to Panganiban.

But even without the price cap,
Panganiban said they are confi-
dent existing “market forces” due
to sufficient supply will help regu-
late the price of rice.

He said DA and DTI are also
currentlyworking ona mechanism
to prevent overpricing and hoard-
ing of rice.

“We are just finalizing and,
of course, the enforcement
[against smuggling and hoard-
ing] will also be intensified,”
Panganiban said.
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TP VHE Philippineshadalready
l . nearned almost P500 mil=
/lion: from ithe ‘export:of
fresh durian to China since early:
thisyear, accordingto the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA).
“Pordurian, we already earned

B~

and concurrent DA Secretary
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

Amongthesaidnew deals were
for the resumption of export of
fresh mangoes to Australia last
month. r

The country temporarily
stopped shipping mangoes to

' “Australia in2013.

Anothernewfruit-related deal,

oo O4, 2522  Page:

Bele N billion [pesos], for this

endeavor. This is only for one
market,”
Industry (BPI) Director Gerald
Glemi E. Panganiban disclesed
at anews briefingin:Malacafiang
Lon Tuesday.
The country started expoxstmg
durianto ChinalastApril as part

of the country’s $2-billion fruit

Panganiban said, was for the ex-
portof freshavocado to South Ko-
rea, which started last Saturday.
“That was megotiated for 14
years, and it tookreally, the Presi-
dent, the push of the President, of
course, the efforts of our depart-
ment,” the BPI head said.
Panganiban added they are
targeting to develop newmarkets

A broader ook al today’s Paisipess s

AY

DA-Bureau of Plant

export deal with Beijing.

Local durian growers are ex-
pected to earn $260 million or
P14.3 billion from thesaid deal.

Panganiban said the country
is expected to earn additional
revenues from the export of:
high-value crops from the new
deals, whichiwere signed by
administration of President

for the country’s other high-value
crops such as bananas, pineap-
ples, and coconuts:

“Hopefully, thisbudgetseason,
wewill get additional [funding]
for our programs for high-value
crops so we can support [their
export] once new markets open
overseas,” Panganiban said partly
in Filipino.-
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By JANVIC MATEO

T e T

Fewer Filipinos approved of the
Marcos administration’s: perfor-
mance in key national issues, with
a majority disapproving of its per-
formance in controlling inflation, a
recent Pulse Asia survey showed.

Results of the Sept. 10 to 14 survey
released on Tuesday, Oct. 3, found
that only 16 percent of the respon-
dents approved of the government’s
efforts to address the rising cost of
basic commodities.

It went down from 31 percent in
a similar survey conducted in June.

In contrast, those who disap-

roved of the government’s per-
ormance in managing inflation in-
creased from 37 percent to 56 percent.

The Marcos administration also
obtained an approval rating of less
than majority in five other issues.

These include reducing poverty at
29 percent (from 43 percent), increas-
ing the pay of workers at 41 percent
(from 52 percent), creating more jobs
at 43 percent (from 53 percent) and
fighting graft and corruption at 45
percent (from 44 percent).

Disapproval on these issues also
increased, with poverty reduction
at 31 percent (from 23 percent), in-
creasing workers’ pay at 24 percent
(from 21 percent), gg}"(lting graft and

corruption at 23 percent (from 17
percent) and creating more jobs at 23
percent (from 17 percent).

Some 46 percent approved and
16 percent disapproved of the Mar-
cos administration’s performance
in terms of addressing involuntary
hunger, an issue not included in the
June survey.

The national government also
obtained lower approval ratings,
although still a majority, in eight
other issues.

Approval was still the highest in
terms of protecting overseas Filipino
workers at 74 percent (from 76 per-
cent), followed by responding to the
needs of areas affected by calamities
at 72 percent (from 73 percent) and
promoting peace in the country at 63
percent (from 67 percent).

These were fo{)lowed by defend-
ing the integrity of Philippine terri-

-torg at 59 percent (from 63 percent),
fig

ting criminality at 57 percent
(from 54 percent), equal enforce-
ment of the law at 55 percent (from
56 percent), providing assistance to
farmers at 55 percent (from 59 per-
cent) and stopping the destruction
of the environment at 54 percent
(from 61 percent).
Disapproval of the government’s
performance on the said issues
ranged from three percent to 12 per-

cent. The rest were undecided.

inflation most urgent

The survey also asked respon-
dents about three issues they believe

the national government should -

urgently address.

Controlling inflation topped the
list at 74 percent, with almost half —
48 percent — ranking it first among
the issues.

Across areas, it topped the list of
issues that the respondents want the
government to immediately address.

It was highest among those in the
Visayas at 80 percent, closely fol-
lowed by those in Mindanao at 79
percent, Balance Luzon at 72 percent
and Metro Manila at 66 percent.

Compared to similar surveys
conducted during the second Mar-
cos administration, the September
survey showed more respondents
identifying inflation as among the
most urgent national concerns.

It was 63 percent in March and
June 2023, 59 percent in November
2022 and 66 percent in September
2022.

Following inflation in the lat-
est survey were increasing the pay
of workers at 49 percent, creating
more jobs at 27 percent, reduciglﬁ
poverty at 25 percent, fighting gr
and corruption at 22 percent, fighting

criminality at 18 percent, addressing
involuntary hunger at 14 percent,
providing assistance to farmers at 13
rcent and equal enforcement of the
aw at 11 percent.

Obtaining less than 10 percent
were proving support to small entre-

_preneurs at nine percent, promoting
peace at nine percent, stopping the
destruction of the environment at
eight percent, defending Philippine
territory at seven percent, reducing
taxes at seven percent, protecting
OFWs at four percent and preparing
to face any kind of terrorism at three
percent.

The total exceeded 100 percent be-
cause the respondents were allowed
to select up to three issues.

The survey had 1,200 adult re-
spondents and a margin of errox of
plus/minus 2.8 percent.

‘Meanwhile, according to an of-
ficial of the Bureau of Plant Indus-
try (BPI), President Marcos must
continue to head the Department
of Agriculture (DA), citing major
improvement in the sector under
his helm.

At a press brieﬁnf ét Malacaﬁang
irector Geral

on Tuesday, BPI
Glenn Panganiban noted the Philip-
pines was able to exglort three major
commodities early this year.

He said Marcos is also hands on

Puls

in addressing problems facing the
sector, a major source of employment
in the country. |

' “He (Marcos) is really addressing
e 1dzroblems confronting the DA. I

th
think that’s his difference from the
predecessors,” Panganiban said.
“And him being at the helm, he
was able to integrate all efforts,”
Panganiban said. “With the President
there, and with the support we're
receiving from the DA, I think he is -

~doing a great job.”

Malacafiang was mum on a
Bilyonaryo.com report that Marcos
is eyeing fishing tycoon Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jt. — who, according to
the website, was one of Marcos’ top
donors in the 2022 elections — as the
next DA chief.

Executive Secretary Lucas Bersa-
min earlier said he believes Marcos
was “on the way” to making a deci-
sion with regarc{to choosing the new
agriculture secretary.

In an interview in June, Marcos
said he would stay as agriculture
secretary until efficient systems are
in place to ensure food security and
better living conditions for the coun-
try’s farmers.

Several senators and other sectors
have urged Marcos to appoint a full-
time head of the DA. ‘

: —With Helen Flores
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For all the right
reasons? Maybe

ctober might just turn out

to be an auspicious month

for the agriculture indus-
try. To begin with, October is the
month when the industry’s trade
show AGRILINK is held annu-
ally, and it happens this weekend
starting Thursday, Oct. 5 up to
Saturday, Oct. 7. T

Aside from the trade show, rumors and speculative
news reports have started to circulate that PBBM has
trimmed down his choice for a permanent secretary of
agriculture. More recent reports claim that the front-
runner is a Filipino-Chinese busiriessman whose fam-
ily is an industry leader in deep-sea fishing and was a
serious campaign contributor to PBBM’s presidency.

Unfortunately, Malacafiang has the historical
bad habit of not informing the public of potential
candidates for Cabinet positions, so everything is
always “Maritess alerts” or gossip. In the US and
other countries, the practice is to float the name, send
the candidate out to talk to potential constituents or
appear in media programs in order to gauge his or
her abilities as well as acceptability to stakeholders.

Whoever gets appointed and is insane enough to
accept the DA leadership will be going to hell and
back. Mountains we can climb, but Philippine agri-
culture has become a hell hole with many demons
who won’t be willing to let go of their foothold on
agricultural smuggling, hoarding, price manipula-
tions, etc. That does not even include the systemic
corruption and broken culture in the various agencies
of the department. s

Someone asked what I thought of the possible
candidates for the DA. My answer is what I used
as todays’ column title. If the future DA secretary is
doing it for all the right reasons, maybe! The WHY,
as they say, determines the how and the outcomes.
If the candidate thinks he can solve the problems of
Philippine agriculture, he is doomed. The man who
has all the answers or believes in his inherent skills in
the private sector finds out soon enough that govern-
ment and vested interests are as unwieldy as a dozen
venomous snakes.

The candidate should get the President’s unequivocal
support and trust putin writing, cast in stone and share
it on the “cloud” because without that level of trust and
support, the President’s friends, relatives and political
allies will surely walk all over the next DA secretary,

S ’fr ‘i';!:_-v COTIN :ﬁ;}:ﬁ_, DR MR

'::2
_ K pepT. OF AGRI

 people who don't need any

g E-;naﬂ

LIBRARY
CULTURE

S e
St

15 ther and requ
¥ ab%;@wi_ﬂx their buy in. This seeming
* approach hasbeen testod by many busins
~ well as management gurus. The best use o

complainer is to reposition him /her as

provider or problem solver. £

-~ Whoever becomes DA secretary 1

battles and know how to determine wha

over what is urgent, over what can be

. .or delegated. Don't try to solve as man
%fisp’osmbleasso_on tag'-pcnssible_.. Vian
just as many failed. One significant win
. malingering problem solved, an obstacl

~concepts and technology at the applied level and on the
- ground in barangays, towns or provinces. The DAand -
- agencies have no shortage of tried and tested concepts
- could have worked, but ended up being passed on to
it i who R Tt | B

- As amanagement consultant, L always bellbosses

to make sure you have a fixed schedule or set times

 in the week to get your head out of the sand or listen

| wth?-manyshomsfgrmadpsih-agﬁcam AT 2T
(=

 same songs. Step outside the zone and check with
: who don't need anything or want aniything
from you except for the industry to get better.

 Lastbutnot the least...Pray! You're going to need it

X

: utalk2ctalk@gmail.com.
*
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‘Significant erosions’

h-oh, that’s not a slip,
that’s a plunge.
: . Into their second year,

Bongbong Marcos and Sara
Duterte are seeing their approval
and trust ratings plummeting
by double digits from June to

September, across all regions and
classes.

Sept. 10 to 14 by reputable pollster Pulse Asia, whlch
described the latest ratings as “significant erosions.”

Marcos’ approval rating fell from 80 to 65 percent;
Duterte’s from 84 to 73. BBM saw the biggest fall
among the poorest, Class E, by a hefty 29 points from
82 to 53 percent, followed by the affluent Classes ABC,
by 22 points, and Class D by 12 points.

Duterte, meanwhile, saw the biggest drop of 18
points among Class ABC, from 72 to 52 percent,
followed by Class D at 11 percent and Class E, at
eight percent.

Public trust was also down by 14 points for Ma:cos,
at 71 percent, and by 12 points for Duterte, at 75
percent. The biggest drop for BBM was in both Class
E and Class ABC, at a hefty 21 points. Duterte saw a
smaller though still double-digit fa]l of11to013 percent
- across all socioeconomic classes.

Both the President and VP saw the biggest fall m-

trust ratings in Luzon, at 20 and 18 points, respectively.

Leaders of the super majority in Congress —Senate
President Juan Miguel Zubiri and Speaker Martin
Romualdez —also saw their approval and trust ratings
falling during the period.

* *

It must be emphasized that the ratings of BBM and
Duterte remain comfortably high for the second year
of their term, with the VP continuing to enjoy higher
numbers than the President.

They still enjoy majority approval and trust ratings.
Also, the downtrend is not unusual; there’s typically
no other way to go but down for survey ratings of
presidents in this country.

And yet a double-digit drop in both approval
and trust within just three months cannot be easily
brushed aside. Surely even the Marcos and Duterte
camps are trying to pinpoint the possible reasons for
the public dissatisfaction. :

The usual practice is to identify the raging issues
during the penod when a survey is taken. Because

e el o

This is according to a survey conducted from

? -*BBﬂl is particularly vulnerable to rice issues.
Becausehelsﬂ'leconcdrrentsemvetaryq
ture, but because his ﬂpress:ve agprovalr__ .

Not onl
‘agncu
gatmg upoh asstimmg office

on | cgmpmgn pror §e
r&.ae t.:w.

\even* cal:ta‘ii‘t mémyers of the .001

td'fuﬁb@ses the

bout the trip? Forthrightness has
r been a mﬁm of Marcos Junior.

ied hfhendamea?theMﬂken
Sié ’Bummu Rgally, officials can always

‘setﬁng at taxpag
- AsforClass thé‘hce ezcapsmerely prompted

"d'ealem- to ;xoe*vanetzes as special
or premiur ﬂoed“&om?&ﬁho?ﬁﬁakﬂo,sothey
wouldn’t b Vewsellataloss 5%

That P15,000 subsidy, to be dlstnbuted to sari-

sari store owners (like other forms of ayuda) even
during the campaign period for the barangay énd
Sangguniang Kabataan elections, will barely cover
the losses of small retailers who comphed w1th the
leCE caps.

Yesterday, a Department of Agncultu:e Gfﬁctal said
the government is set to lift the price caps, so retail
prices will soon mﬂect normal market forces.

dpesrrthel thatmd’ustry"
dosefaBB :astl1e_

et, with his usual coterie,

ir ?Iengagement abroad to justxfy jet-
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Meanwhile, minimum ]eephey fares are

provisionally going up by P1. All economic analysts -
see inflation rising further in this fourth quarter.

A related survey conducted by Pulse A31a during
the same period showed an 11-point jump to 74
percent in the number of people dissatisfied with'
the administration’s performance in addressing what
remains as the most urgent public concern, inflation.

Blammg Vladimir Putin and other external forces
won’t wash, when people are aware that hefty fuel

excise taxes are also a ma}or factor in Iugh‘domesﬁc. 4

pump prices. /

Survey ratxngs can oi’f cburée change, but the
administration will have to- implement something
more convincing than price caps to arrest the
erosion of its ratings in managing inflation. Public
dissatisfaction in this area has been consistent in all
-mnveystakensmce&mstartbeamosZO 24

*
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ofﬂmls on Tuesday said that the

the price ,

uxﬁer Executive Order (E
_Intheir praentatlm,ﬁeDA iden-
said indicators that would sig-
thelifting of the pricecap, namely,
d rice pricesin {he ?ommtrc
market, ing supply of riceand
favorable extema% facl:oxsy such as de-
creasmg global rice prices,among oth-

In a Palace E.ress briefing, DA-
Bureau of Plant
torGeraldGIem said that

the parameters have all been met in-

Dﬁ’mommc‘dmmm

dustry (BPI) Direc- .

dudmg&\e abundant ly and the

decreasin pncesasw:ﬂlgaiowmng

of September.Byend
October, m&xﬂ\ehm&st;mfull

ving, thesupply willbeequivalentto -

ays.

Thericepriceshavealso
closetothepnoeceﬂmgm theaver-
price of milled rice at

% :egular
' around P41.91 Pper kilo and for well-
45

 milled rice at P45.95°

Hesmd,thattheexpected increase
insupply of thelocal harvestin thelast -
and therestoftheyear,and the
reported favorable factors such as the
drop in the export prices of rice in the
obal market have also further con-
mbuhed to the stability in the supply

and rice of the commodity.

that’s about it and we are )

expecl:ed that DA and DTI {DEﬁ:rt
- ment of Trade and Iri'dusu'y) ve

 down.

lastSeptember 5,

onl]abm*aﬁmsmorderhomr&\ermn
itorand surveythepnc&ssoﬂiatltmll
tically,”

In@mmdlocalGovernmﬂ)mhn#
plement whatever measures ahﬂ'
guidelines we can do so that the co
sumers and, of course, our stakéhol@
ers, the farmers, who alsg:bemﬂted
‘(from this),” hesaid.  + =
Prmdtharcoss:gnédBONo 39 =

settingpricecapson
regularandwell—mﬂednmmﬁ\ecqpm;lﬂe

theEO the mandated rice
e is ;’4
whi]ev

'oelhngforwéll Medncens? per

kilogram.
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Sa isang press brief-

ng Department ing ng Palasyo, sinabi

Agriculture (DA) na ni DA-Bureau of Plant
tumaas ang produksiyon Industry |
‘ng bigas kung saan na- Gerald Gl Panga-
kakuha ang bansa ng 52 niban na na an na
araw na halagang suplay ang lahat, ng mga pa-
ng bigas sa pagtatapos ng rameter kabilang na ang
Setyembre. . masaganang suplay at

1to ang iniharap ang pagbaba ng presyo

ni DA Undersecretary
Mercedita Sombilla kay

gayundin ang pagbaba
ng presyo ng bigas sa

Pangulong Ferdinand R. mundo. -

Marcos Jr. sa isang sec-
toral meeting sa Malaca-
_ giging batayan sa pag-
tataas ng price ceiling

sa bigas na ipinataw sa

ilalim ng" Executive Or-
‘der (BO)No.39.

Sa kanilang presen
yon, tinukoy ng D
mga indicator

‘ay katumbas :
sa pagtatapos ng Setyem-

Ang mga rekord ay

magpapakita na ang sup-

ply ng bigas sa merkado
ng 52 araw

bre. Sa

pagtatapos ng.

pag-aani, ang supply ay
‘katumbas ng 74 na araw.

Oktubre, sa_puspusang -

Bumaba na rin ang
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) Director ng e

do._ ay higit na nz

tulong sa k tagan
ng suplay at pr ng
‘bilihin. by

"Isgya ‘yon at ina-
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limitasyon ng presyo sa
regular at well-milled

- na bigas sa buong ban-

sa. Sa ilalim ng EO, ang
mandated price cap

a ~ para sa regular milled

1 at na
kami

ungan

ment of Interior and Lo-

hakbang at guidelines

na magagawa namin

_para ang mga

sa lahat
- ng ahensiya ng gobyer-
no — hindi lang ang DA
‘kundi pati na rin ang
* DTI at DILG (Depart-

rice ay P41.00 kada

 kilo habang ang man-
- dated price ceiling para
- sa well-milled rice ay

~cal Government) para
~ ipatupad ang anumang
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DA declares Pangasinan
free of avian influenza

BY GABRIEL CARDINOZA

INGAYEN, Pangasinan: The

Department of Agriculture (DA) has

cleared the province of Pangasinan
from avian influenza or bird flu.

In a memorandum circular
issued on September 28, DA
Senior Undersecretary Domin-
go Panganiban said that it has
been more than 90 days since
cleaning and disinfection op-
erations were conducted in the
province, and testing activities
yielded negative results.

The first and only bird flu case
in the province was detected in
San Carlos City on July 26, 2022.

Panganiban said that upon de-
tection of the disease, the provincial
government, DA regional field of-
fice and Bureau of Animal Industry
(BAI) conducted immediate depop-
ulation, cleaning and disinfection
in the affected premises. .

Their “coordinated effort”
stopped the disease from
spreading to other areas.

According to the BAI website,
the bird flu outbreak in the
country began in January 2022.

Since then, 198 cases have
been recorded nationwide,
resulting in the death of about
182,968 and the culling of
1,267,055 chickens. The BAI
has distributed more than P122
million to affected farmers as in-
demnification, as of July 29, 2023.

As this developed, Gov. Ramon
Guico 3rd has again extended the
temporary ban on the entry to
Pangasinan of livestock coming
from towns and cities with con-

firmed cases of the bird flu and

the African swine fever (ASF).
In two separate executive or-

ders, Guico has imposed the

‘temporary ban extension starting

Oct. 1, 2023 until further notice.
Accordingto the BAl website, nine
regions, 17 provinces, 45 munidi-
palities and 117 barangay (villages)
still have active ASF cases across the
country as of Sept. 20, 2023.
Pangasinan has ASF cases in the
towns of Sual and Mangatarem.
“There must be a continuous
effort to address and contain the
spread of ASF for the welfare of
the residents so that responses and
measures done will not be put to
naught,” Guico said in his order.

~ The executive order further stat-

ed that fowls and birds from the
provinces of Bulacan, Pampan-
ga, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Laguna,
Sultan Kudarat, Benguet, North
Cotabato, South Cotabato, Ma-
guindanao, Isabela, Quezon, Ka-

~linga, Aurora, l]o&_fos Norte, Capiz

and Batangas are not allowed to
enter the borders of Pangasinan.
In his orders, Guico also direct-
ed the personnel manning the
animal quarantine checkpoints
in the different entry points to
the province to look for docu-
mentary requirements from the
traders and transporters before
allowing them to enter the border.
The documentary require-
ments include veterinary health
certificate, Bureau of Animal’
Industry shipping permit, animal
welfare registration certificate,
certificate of disease-free status,
handler’s license certificate of
registration, transport carrier reg-
istration certificate, and certifi-
cate of acceptance, among others.
Guico also ordered that all
deliveries going to the provinc-
es of Ilocos Sur, Tlocos Norte,
La Union, Abra and Benguet
should pass through the exit of

_the Tarlac-Pangasinan-La Union

Expressway in Urdaneta City.
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‘Realigned funds to boost sea surveillance’

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

HE Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) said that
reallocating confidential funds to the agency would
significantly enhance its surveillance operations in the

West Philippine Sea.

“This initiative would empower our
agency to strengthen and enhance our
monitoring, control, and surveillance
activities in the WPS and other fishing
grounds to ensure the sustainable use
of our marine resources and safeguard
the livelihoods of our fisherfolk,” BEAR
National Director Demosthenes Escoto

said in a statement on Tuesday.

He was reacting to the proposal of the
House of Representatives to realign the
confidential funds of some civilian gov-
emment agencies to those whose mandate
is to counter threats in the WPS, such as
the BFAR, National Intelligence Coordi-
nating Agency, National Security Council

and Philippine Coast Guard.

Escoto said more funds would enable:

BFAR to improve its monitoring of other
fishing grounds.

“The DA-BFAR respects the wisdom of
our lawmakers in determining the need
for budget augmentation,” he said.

BFAR, he said, continues to
combat illegal, unregulated
and unreported (IULU) fishing,

“We want to ensure they
can fish peacefully, produc-
tively, and sustainably in our
waters, especially in the WPS,
which rightfully belongs to
Filipinos,” Escoto said.

The agency employs floating
assets to monitor unlawful fish-

‘ingactivities and conduct resupply missions

in collaboration with government agencies
such as the Philippine Coast Guard.

This year, it launched the Livelihood Activi-
ties to Enhance Fisheries Yields and Economic
Gains from WPS, a livelihood project worth
nearly P80 million which seeks to equip local

fisherfolk to help them fish effectively and
minimize post-harvest losses.

Last June, the BFAR delivered almost P5
million worth of livelihood inputs and
capacity-building programs to residents
of Pag-asa Island in Kalayaan, Palawan,
under the Layag-WPS project.
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boost ﬁshmg sites’ tracking

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y ARCALAS W @jearcalas

HE Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) said the
reallocated confidential funds
that it would receive will
boost its efforts in monitorin
not ust the West Philippine Sea
), but also other fishing
grounds nationwide.

In a statement on Tuesday,
BFAR, an attached agency of the
Department of Agriculture, said
the proposed additional budget
expected from the realignment of
confidential fundsbylawmakersis
" a welcome development.

“Thisinitiative would empower
our agency to strengthen and en-
. hance our existing monitoring,

. control, and surveillance activi-

. ‘ties in the WPS and other fishing

- groundsto ensure thesustainable

use of our marine resources and
safeguard the livelihoods of our
fisherfolk,” BEAR National Direc-
tor Demosthenes R. Estoco was
quoted as saying in a press state-
ment on Tuesday.
. BPAR explained that the addi-
tional budget would go to beefing
up its current assets and resources
in combating illegal, unregulated,
and unreported (IUU) fishing in
Philippine waters.

“The Agency employs float-

ing assets to monitor unlawful

fishing activities. and conducts

resupply missions in collabora-
tion with government agencies,

particularly the Philippine Coast’

Guard,” it said.

“These missionsprovide essen-
tials such as'‘engine oil, drinking
water, and ready-to-eat snacks
to Filipino fisherfolk engaged in
fishing activities in the WPS, it
added,

The additional budget, the

BFAR said, would complement

its existing livelihood project for
local fishermen who are catching
fishin WPS. s

Forone, itdisclosed thatit start—
ed thisyear the P80-million Liveli-
hood Activities to Enhance Fisher-
ies Yieldsand Economic Gainsfrom
WPS' (LAYAG-WPS) that seeks to
provide fishermen with necessary
gearsand training toimprove then‘
catch in the WPS.

“The program seeks ta provide
local fisherfolkwith essentialtools,
knowledge, fishing gears and para-
phernalia, and post-harvest train-
ing to help them fish more effec-
tively in the WPSand reduce their
post-harvest losses,” it said.

BFARsaidit delivered almost P5.

million worth of livelihood inputs

and capacity-building programs to

residents of Pag-asa Island.in Ka-

layaan, Palawan, under the LAY-
AG-WPS project. The assistance
included Fiber Reinforced Plastic
(FRP) boats, fish aggregating de-
vices, and rain catchers, among
others, according to BFAR.

“The DA-BFAR respects the
wisdom of our lawmakers in
determining the need for bud-
get augmentation,” Escoto
said. “Nevertheless, the DA-
BFAR remains committed to
combating TUU fishing and
empowering Filipino fisherfolk
with our existing assets and re-
sources. We want to ensure they
can fish peacefully, productively,
and sustainably in our waters,
especially in the WPS, which
rightfully belongs to Filipinos,”
he added.

Last week, the House of Rep-
resentatives leadership decided
to reallocate confidential and in-
telligence funds (CIF) to agencies
tasked to protect the country’s
sovereignty in the WPS, which
included BFAR. (Related sto-
ry: https://BUSINESSMIRROR.
com.ph/2023/09/28/lawmak-
ers-commit-to-reallocate-cif-to-
agencies-protecting-wps/)
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Bitter truth about

calamansi juice

ALAMANSI or calamondin is a popular citrus

fruit in the Philippines. According to the De-

partment of Agriculture (DA), it can grow in

backyards and can thrive in a wide variety of
environmental conditions. It is a small tree with a height
ranging from 2 meters to 7.5 meters at maturity.

Like its relatives, such as the mandarin, pomelo, and sweet
orange, the calamansi is rich in phosphorous, calcium, iron, and
Vitamin C. Tt can be used as flavoring ingredient in desserts or as
an additive in various food preparations, such as fish steak. Pinoys
who love to eat inihaw would almost always dip barbecued meats
in soy sauce with calamansi and chili.

It is a versatile fruit, justlike the coconut, asitis used in making
beverages, syrups, concentrates and purees. The peel, according -
to the DA, is made into jams, ‘candies and marmalade. Because of
its unique flavor and health benefits, it probably did not come asa
surprise for Filipinos whoparticipated inarecentfoodfairin China
that calamansijuice became an immediate hit among the Chinese.

An official of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) dis-
closed that Chinese consumers who flocked to the recent China-
Asean Expo (Caexpo) had fallen in love with the citrus fruit. The
Chinese became big fans of calamansi juice and were also par-
tial to other food items sold by exhibitors like banana chips and
soft candies made of durian. The calamansi juice was so popular
among the visitors that one buyer ordered 32 container vans of
the healthy drink. (See, “Supply woes prevent PHL from hiking
fruit exports to China,” in the BUSINESSMIRROR, September
21, 2023). :

Unfortunately, the Filipino exhibitor could not commit to deliv-
ering the 32 container vans because of supply issues. DTI officials
said capacity constraints are makingit more difficult not only for
calamansi juice sellers, but also for other makers of fruit-based
food items to deliver the requirements of the Chinese who have |
developed a taste for these products. — : i dauch-o -

Trade exhibits like Caexpo give local suppliers, particularly
small and medium enterprises, a chance to offer their products
to an international audience. However, the opportunities that
they gain from their exposure to such events become missed
chances if Philippine exporters and suppliers could not provide
the requirements of prospective buyers. At a time when Filipino
businessmen need other sources of revenue, it is disheartening to
hear that they cannot fill the orders of potential customers just -
because they could not source enough calamansi, bananas or du-
rian in their own country.

The calamansi, for one, canbegrownall-yearround, whichmeans
local producers should be able supply the volume requirements of
exporters, Dollar earnings from products such as the calamansi
juice would translate into more jobs for a country that is aspiring
to achieve upper middle-income status in two years. It would do
well for concerned agencies to work togetherwith producers tode-
termine the next steps that would enable our local businessmen
to take full advantage of the opportunities presented by interna- ., if

timcnalsvnda avhihite ciirh ac (Casynn
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ASF hits 11
Isabela towns
BAYOMBONG, NuevaVizcaya —Eleven
- towns in Isabela have recorded cases of

‘African swine fever (ASF), the Department
~of Agncu]ture (DA) Cagayan Valley office

es

The afécted hog Taisers are mAnEIadam
‘an, Aurora, Alicia, Echague, Luna, Mallig,
Quirino, San Isidro, Gamu, Ramon and
Roxas, accordmgtoDA regional office ASF
spokesman Manny Galang.

He said DA representatives were dis-
patched to concerned local government
units to assist in implementing measures
to prevent the spread of the swine disease.

abela provincial veterinarian officer
Belina Barbosa blamed the spread of ASF
to backyard slaughtering locally known

as mum oa.
eanwhile, most of the towns in Nueva
Vizcaya that were affected by ASF in the
past few months have reCOVered 7
Cagayan and Quirino reported isolated
ASF cases while Batanes remains ASF-
free. — Victor Martin
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Gov’t ready to lift
rice price caps

By ALEXIS ROMERO

The government is
ready to lift the price
ceilings it imposed on
rice due to decreasing
prices in the global and
domestic markets and
the expected increase in
the supply of the food
commodity, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture
(DA) said yesterday.

Speaking to report-

ers at Malacafiang, DA
— Bureau of Plant In-
dustry Director Gerald
Glenn Panganiban said
it would be up to Presi-
dent Marcos to decide
whether to lift the price
caps, which took effect
last Sept. 5.

“The recommenda-
tion, of course, was, be-
cause of these indica-
tors, [ think it is positive,

Turn to Page 3
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it can be done,” Panganiban said.
“From our parameters, it seems
that we are ready (to lift the
price ceilings). But of course, it’s
all upon the President to decide
on it.”

Panganiban said agencies
had presented the status of their
compliance with Executive Order
(EO) 39 during a sectoral meeting
yesterday in Malacafiang.

The EO set the price cap on
regular milled rice at P41 per
kilogram and that of the well-
milled rice at P45 per kilogram.

“And then we are expecting
an increased supply of our local
harvest coming this last quarter
— for October, November and
then the rest of the year. And
the favorable factors externally
(have) been reported, a drop in
the export prices of rice in the
global market has also been re-
ported,” he added.

According to Panganiban, the
government is expecting almost
1.9 million metric tons of rice this
month, which will be enough for
74 days. In September, the supply
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of rice was only good for 52 days.

Asked when the price ceil-
ing on rice would be lifted, the
agriculture official replied: “I
cannot say the duration but the
indications point to that, so we
will just keep you updated as
soon as there will be a decision.”

Panganiban said the lifting of
the rice price caps was a joint rec-
ommendation of the agriculture
and trade departments.

In a Facebook post, Radio
Television Malacafiang said the
National Economic and Devel-
opment Authority supports the
proposed lifting of the price cap,
but is recommending several
interventions to complement the
move.

These include providing lo-
gistics support to rice traders,
financial assistance to Filipino
farmers and unconditional rice
price subsidies to poor consum-
ers.

In a statement, the Presidential
Communications Office said rice
prices have also gone down close
to the price ceiling, with the aver-
age price of regular milled rice
at about P41.91 per kilo and for
well-milled rice at P45.95.

Panganiban reported that 80
to 90 percent of rice retailers
complied with the price ceiling.

With regard to the remaining
10 to 20 percent of the retailers,
he explained that most of them
are focused on special rice, which
is not covered by the EO, while
others opted not to sell the food
commodity.

He also gave assurance that
the agencies are working togeth-
er to prevent the drastic increase
in the prices of rice.

Quick response

The Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) is asking the Sen-
ate for a P300-million fund to
create a quick response task force
that would go after hoarders
and profiteers, especially in the
regions, DTI secretary Alfredo
Pascual told the Senate yesterday
during the public hearing on the
DTT’s proposed budget for 2024.

Pascual articulated their re-
quests after Sen. Loren Legarda
pointed out the zero budget
on their program on consumer
protection.

“We want to reorganize our
consumer protection activities by

centralizing. You cannot expect a
junior person to run after hoard-
ers and profiteers in areas where
people of influence are operating
in the regions...Our plan is to
centralize consumer protection
activity in the head office and
have like a quick response task
force,” Pascual said.

“We will submit a program
that will require funding of
P300 million to strengthen our
consumer protection activities,”
he said.

DTI Assistant Secretary Mary
Jean Pacheco further explained to
the committee that the P300 mil-
lion will fund an inter-DTI strike
team to go around the country to
augment or increase enforcement
activities nationwide.

She added that the P300 mil-
lion would also be used for the
enforcement of the Republic Act
11900 or the Vaporized Nicotine
and Non-Nicotine Products
Regulation Act that regulates
the importation, manufacture,
sale, packaging, distribution, use
and communication of vaping
products such as e-cigarettes and
heated tobacco products.

— With Cecille Suerte Felipe

Page  of



2

Page

oy,

Date

w
[a el
™
"
> 3
xQ
q
T
m<
46
:

[« N
L
(]

of

Page



Malaya

Busine

Date:

64 0CT 2013

ss Insigh

o~

(.

;\W} LIBRARY
Page: v i\ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

'BFAR: Fund increase to boost

m'onitéringﬂC)f fishing grounds

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Bureau of Fisheries and
Agquatic Resources (BFAR) yes-
terday the augmentation of its
‘confidential funds would sig-
nificantly enhance its monitoring,
control, and surveillance efforts
in the West Philippine Sea (WPS)
and other fishing grounds across
the country.
; BFAR national director Demos-
thenes Escoto made the statement
even as the small committee cre-
ated by the House of Represen-
tatives to decide the realignment
of secret funds of government
fcivi]jan offices has yet to come
pp with the final amounts that
would be transferred to agencies
in the forefront of protecting the
- tountry’s sovereignty, particularly
in the WPS.

 “We extend our heartfelt ap-

preciation to the members of
Congress advocating additional
funds to BFAR and other secu-

rity agencies. This initiative would- -

empower our agency to strengthen
and enhance our existing monitor-

ing, control and surveillance activi-
ties in the WPS and other fishing
grounds to ensure the sustainable
use of our marine resources and
safeguard the livelihoods of our
fisherfolk,” Escoto said in a state-
ment.

He said BFAR has been actively
combating illegal, unregulated, and
unreported fishing activities, which
he said have been persistent threats
in Phjli?pine Wwaters.

He said the BEAR employs
floating assets to monitor unlaw-
ful fishing activities and conduct
resupply missions in collabora-
tion with government agencies,
particularly the Philippine Coast
Guard, to provide essentials such
as engine oil, drinking water and
ready-to-eat snacks.

. Escoto also said that they-want
to assure that Filipino fisher folks
“can fish peacefully, productively

. and sustainably in our waters, es-

pecially in the WPS.”

Earlier this year, the BFAR
launched the Livelihood Activi-
ties to Enhance Fisheries Yields
and Economic. Gains from WPS,
a livelihood project worth nearly
~ P80 million that seeks to provide
local fisherfolk with essential
‘tools, knowledge, fishing gears,
paraphernalia and post-harvest

r

training to help them fish more

effectively in the WPS and reduce -

post-harvest losses.

Last June, BFAR also deliv-
ered almost P5 million worth of
livelihood inputs and capacity-
building programs to residents
of Pag-asa Island in Kalayaan,
Palawan, which included assis-
tance for the purchase of fiber
reinforced plastic boats, fish ag-

gregating devices and rain catch-

ers, among others.

Meanwhile, PCG spokes-
man for the West Philippine
Sea Commodore Jay Tarriela
yesterday encouraged Filipino
fishermen to continue fishing
at the Scarborough Shoal, also
known as Bajo de Masinloc, even
as it rerhains under the control
of China.

Tarriela made the remarks a
week after PCG personnel cut a
floating barrier installed by the Chi-
nese Coast Guard at the entrance
of the shoal.

Eatlier reports stated that many
Filipino fishing boats are no longer
going to the shoal, which is about
124 nautical miles from Zambales,
due to Chinese harassment.

“Maybe there are some Filipino
fishermen who are discouraged to
go on fishing in Bajo de Masinloc,”
Tarriela said during a television
interview.

He, however, said when PCG
made a patrol at the shoal about
two weeks ago, they were able to
monitor 54 Filipino fishing boats
conducting fishing at the vicinity
of the shoal.

“The estimated total catch (of
the Filipino fishermen) during
that time is 168 tons. With the
number of Filipino fishermen
that we witnessed during that
time, sometimes it’s very difficult
for us to really understand the
sentiments of some fishing as-
sociations saying that they are no
longer capable to fish in Bajo de
Masinloc,” said Tarriela.

“We have been doing this

(patrol) every time for almost a
month, many (Filipino fishermen)
are fishing there. It’s very difficult
for us to really figure it out the
statements that fishermen are not
going there, that they are being
discouraged (to go there), they are
having difficulty fishing there,” he
also said. :

While acknowledging that

Filipino fishermen cannot go -
inside the shoal to fish; Tarriela-
said Filipinos are still able to fish
outside or within the vicinity of -
the shoal.

“They are not able to enter the
lagoon but within the vicinity
of Bajo de Masinloc, they can
still fish (there). The only time
that they are being pursued or
apprehended by rubber boats

d;:;;loyedrby China Coast Guard

_is whenever they will attempt

to go inside the lagoon,” said -
‘Tartielas wors :

“Of course, 1 am not saying
that China is right to chase them
(Filipino fishermen). But what ‘I
just want to reemphasize that Fili-
pino fishermen have the reasons
to fish in Bajo de Masinloc,” said
Tarriela.

“If you are going to ask the
Coast Guard and the Bureau
‘of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources (BFAR), we are actually
encouraging Filipino fishermen
to go in Bajo de Masinloc ':md
fish there,” said Tarriela, adding:
“And that’s the reason why we
are providing fuel subsidy and
grocery items.”

Tarriela was referring to the

continuing PEG-BFAR program
to provide assistance to Filipino
fishermen who are fishing at Scar-
botough Shoal, ~ -
* The Chinese have prevented
Filipino fishermen from going
inside the shoal since gaining
control of the feature after a
standoff with Philippine gov-
,ernment vessels in 2012. — With
Victor Reyes
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ice supply stable

Afile photo shows a vendor in a stall selling rice at a public me;rket in Quezon City on Jan. 5, 2021. More than two years later,
the government slapped price caps on regular-milled and well-milled rice at P41 and P45, respectively.

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) yesterday said rice produc-
tion has increased, resulting in a
52-day buffer stock as of the end
of September.

But the DA said no decision
has been made on whether or not
to lift the price ceilings on regular
and well- milled rice.

Gerald Glenn Panganiban,
director of the Bureau of Plant

and Industry, in a briefing in Mala-
canang yesterday said the Philip-
pines will have a stable supply of
rice in the last quarter of the year.
Panganiban said the country
is expected to harvest 1.9 million
metric tons of rice this month
which will boost national buffer
‘stocks of the staple to 74 days
from 52 days at present.
Panganiban said it is up to
President Marcos Jr., who is the
concurrent DA secretary, to decide

still being done.

“Let us just wait for it,” Pan-
ganiban said when asked if there
was a recommendation to lift the
price ceiling,

Asked further if a recommendation
has been submitted, presidential briefer
Daphne Osefia-Paez said: “No, there
was a report that showed favorable
factors. So, we should wait.”

Price caps of P41 per kilo on
regular milled rice and P45 per kilo
on well-milled rice have been in
place since September 5 in 2 bid to
arrest the rising prices of rice in the
market. The rise in prices was at-

tributed to the smuggling, hoarding
and price manipulation by profiteers.

Panganiban said about 80 percent
to 90 percent of the retailers com-
plied with the price cap.

Agriculture Undersecretary Mer-
cedita Sombilla, during the sectoral
meeting, said the department moni-
tored the supply of rice in the market
has risen to 52 days as of the end of
September.

The DA expects that by the end of
October, with the harvest in full swing,
the supply will be equivalent to 74 days.

Panganiban said since the imple-
mentation of EO 39, the price of

whether to lift or retain the price
cap as mandated under Executive
Otder (EO) 39.

Panganiban said indicators that
would signal the lifting of the price
cap— declining rice prices in the
domestic market, the increasing
supply of rice and favorable ex-
ternal factors such as decreasing
global rice prices — are now all
present but further verification is

See RICE> Page A2

rice has gone down to an average of
P41.91 per kilo of regular milled rice
at P45.95 per kilo of well-milled rice.

He said the expected increase in
supply of the local harvestin the last
quarter and the rest of the year, and
the reported favorable factors such as
the drop in the export prices of rice
in the global market have also further
contributed to the stability in the
supply and price of the commodity.

He said the DA and the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industty would
continue to monitor the prices to en-
sure that “it will not, again, increase
drastically.”
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10 US agritech firms seek PH partners

By MA. JOSELIE C. GARCIA

The Business Council for Interna-
tional Understanding (BCIU), an agri-
cultural supply chain group, embarks

on its seven-day agricultural technol-

ogy trade mission in the Philippines
with ten US companies are looking for
partnership with local opportunities
" from technological farming solutions,
agricultural supplies, and agricultural
education.

At the reception on Monday, Oct. 2
at the US Ambassador’s residence in
Makati, BCIU Senior Program Officer
of Agriculture Joseph Walters said that
the BCIU’s agri-tech mission to the
country is to improve food security
by fostering capacity and identifying
innovative solutions through con-
tinuous communication between the
public and private sectors.

The ten companies include John
Deere’s Philippine partner Abomar
Equipment Sales Corp.; Archer Dan-
iels Midland (ADM); Aviagen; Cargill;
Northwest Missouri State Univer-
sity; Pepsico; Sukup Manufacturing;
Valmont Industries; Veea Inc.; and
Viasat.

In a speech at the same event, US
Ambassador MaryKay Carlson said
that food and nutrition security is
crucial for national security, adding
that agriculture cooperation is a key
economic partnership between the
US and the Philippines.

Bilateral trade in agriculture
products exceeded $4 billion last
year, with the Philippines being a
top market for US exports.

The agriculture trade mission
also attended the 25th Davao Agri-
Trade Expo (DATE) last Sept. 28-30

where the group had “an opportu-
nity to connect with senior decision-
makers in the regional private agri-
culture office in Davao.”

“We met officials from BARMM
{Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao) which is a
very high priority for this mis-
sion to reach out to BARMM and
identify opportunities for the US to
bring technology that can improve
agriculture outcomes in BARMM,”
said Paul Taylor, Senior Commer-
cial Officer at the US Embassy in the

‘Philippines.

In particular, Abomar Equipment
Sales Corp. Vice President Rafael Ma-
jam said that the group got the chance
to meet some potential clients, such
as the Maharlika Agro-group which
aims to engage in corporate farming
in terms of growing corn.
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st PHL Dur

ian Summit

to bring experts on good

_SEVEN international resource

ers from
willimparttheirknowledge on effec-
tive cultural management and farm
techniques during the first-ever Phil-

ippine Asia Durian Summit at SMX -

Convention Centerhere from Oct.25
to 27.
Inaninterview onMonday, Durian
Industry Association of Davao City
residentEmmanuel Belvizsaid James
ong from Thailand and Lim Chin
IGleeEromMala'gZi;awillbe discussing
their countries’ best practices on duri-

agri practices

different parts of the world

ancultivation. i o
. Anna Teo from Malaysia will talk
about the highlights of the Regulation
of Agricultural Imports in China and
Durian Frozen ang‘i’éck_agin Tech-
nology, while Dr. Tan Sue Emn of
Malaysiawill delve on Precision Farm-
ing: Internet of Things in Durian.
The "Potential and Emergence of
Durian Agro-tourism"inMalaysiawill
be discussed by Johnny Ting, while
loring Culture Through Durian
Tourism will be tackled by Lindsay
Gasik from the United States. PNA
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Malay51ans urged not to panic-buy local
rice after import prices rise substantially

UALA LUMPUR, Malaysia—

Malaysia’s government has

reassured the country that
enough rice is available and urged
people not to hoard locally produced
rice after recent panic-buying led to
empty shelves in supermarkets and
grocery stores nationwide.

Agriculture and Food Security
Minister Mohamad Sabu said Mon-
day the government will increase
distribution toruralareastoaddress
a supply issue sparked by a hike in
theprice of imported rice. Malaysia
and many countries are grappling
with rising rice prices and low sup-
plies after India's curb on rice sales
cut global supplies by a fifth.

Mohamad saidlocally produced
rice is capped at 2.60 ringgit
($0.55) perkilogram (2.2 pounds),
thecheapestin theregion. Sowhen
sole importer Padiberas Nasional
Berhad raised the price of import-
edwhitericeby 36 percenton Sept.
1, it prompted many Malaysians
to switch from imported rice to
cheaper local rice.

A MALAYSIAN Muslim woman checks on rice grain in a mall outside I(ua!a I.umpur, Malaysia on
August 18, 2015. Malaysia's government said Monday, October 2, 2023, the country has enough
rice available and urged people not to hoard locally produced rice after recent panic-buying led
to empty shelves in supermarkets and grocery stores nationwide. Ap/0sHUA PAUL

He said the higher price of im-
ported rice cannot be helped af-
ter India and 18 other countries
restricted rice exports to cater to
domesticneeds. Malaysiaimports

about a third of its rice supply.
“Actually, wedon'thaveashort-
age of rice in the country. It's just
that the price of imported rice has
risensharply,” hesaid, adding that

the government is taking steps to
address this issue.

“I want to remind the people
again to keep calm and just buy
what you need. Don't panic-buy.”

Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
himsaidlater Monday that it will
take time to resolve theissue. He
was quoted by the national Ber-
nama news agency as saying the
government will provide 400 mil-
lion ringgit ($85 million) in sub-
sidies to government facilities
such as army and police camps
and schools to use imported rice
so there will be more local rice
for the market.

He warned that anyone found
hoarding rice would be arrested.
“Anyone who dares to carry out
this dastardly act to capitalize
on the people’s misery will face
the full brunt of the law,” he said.

Mohamad said the government
will increase distribution of local
rice to rural areas. He said it will

also subsidize the price of imported
rice for two poorer states on Borneo
island toensureanadequatesupply.
From Tuesday, he said, authorities
will step up surveillance of rice
wholesalers and shops to ensure
there is no hoarding of local rice.

He said samples will also be
taken to ensure thatsellersarenot
repackaginglocalrice asimported
rice or mixing the grains forhigher
profits, warning that stern action
willbe taken againstanyone found
to be doing so.

Mohamad made the comments
at a news conference ahead of a
meeting of Southeast Asian ag-
riculture and forestry ministers
that begins Wednesday. He said
the rice crisis and food security
will be discussed at the meeting.
Ministers from the 10-member
bloc, known as the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations, will
alsomeet their counterparts from
China, Japan and South Korea. AP
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Malaysia PM threatens

KUALA LUMPUR- Malaysia’s
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him has threatened legal action

against anyone found hoarding

rice, as concern over tising prices
and supply shortages have led
to consumers stockpiling local
grains,

Malaysia, which impofts about
38 percent of its rice needs, is
among countries feeling the impact
of export restrictions imposed by
top rice producers like India, lead—
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ing to panic-buying by consumers
and higher prices.
“If anyone dares to take advan—

tage when people are struggling

to find rice... you hoard, we will
find you, sue you, and take you to
court,” Anwar said at a rally late
on Monday:

The agricultural and food secu-
rity ministry has been instructed to
step up enforcement and monitor-
ing to curb hoarding, he said.

The pnce of imported white

action vs rice hoarders

rice in Malaysia has increased by
over 30 percent in the past month,
prompting higher demand for local
rice, prices of which are capped by
the government.

Malaysia on Monday announced
measures to try to cool rice prices,
including a subsidy of 950 ringgit
(8201.10) per ton for imported
white rice in Sabah and Sarawak
states from Oct. 5.

. All government contracts for
rice procurement will also involve

Page

purchasing imported white rice
instead of the local variety, as

. a means of ensuring sufficient

supply of the local grain in the
market.

Anwar said nearly 400 million
ringgit in subsidies would be chan-
neled for government facilities,
such as military camps, police and
school dormitories, for buying im-
ported rice, which could allow local -

rice supply to increase by about 5

percent. - Reuters
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‘Wheat, soybeans slip

CANBERRA- Chicago wheat
futures drifted back towards three-
year lows on Tuesday amid strong
supply of cheap Russian grain and

- an upward revision to US produc-

tion forecasts, but anticipation of
weaker harvests in Argentina and
Australia limited losses.

Corn and soybean prices fell.

Buyers éxpect wheat prices
to fall further and are therefore
purchasing only what they need,
reducing demand, said Ole Houe,
ditector of advisory services at
Australian agricultural brokerage
TKON Commodities.

- “Prices will be higher in 6
months but the bottom is not
here yet,” he said.

Most-active Chicago Board
of Trade (CBOT) wheat futures
were down 0.3 percent at $5.63
a bushel. ; S

Wheat on Friday plunged to
$5.40, its lowest level since Sep- 5
tember 2020, after the US gov-
ernment unexpectedly raised its
estimate for US production to
1.812 billion bushels from 1.734
billion bushels.

Prices recovered somewhat
on Monday, but pressure from
Russian supply remains, with
the European Union’s crop
monitoring service MARS rais-
ing its estimate for Russia’s
2023 harvest to 89.7 million
metric tons from 86.7 million
tons forecast in June.

Flush with grain, Russian ex-
porters are offering 12.5 percent
-protein wheat for free-on-board
(FOB) delivery in late October-
early November for $235 per ton,
according to the IKAR agriculture
consultancy. - Reuters
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