CLIPPINGS FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 05, 2023

SEC. PBBM QUOTED

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
Marcos lifts rice price cap

THE MANILA TIMES
Marcos names 4 rice smugglers
The ‘Unstoppable’ hybrid rice movement

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
Rice price ceiling lifted after 1 month

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
BBM lifts rice price cap, vows aid for farmers

MANILA BULLETIN
PBBM lifts rice price ceiling, names alleged smugglers

BUSINESS WORLD
Marcos removes cap on rice prices

BUSINESS MIRROR

PBBM says ratings drop amid rice price hike ‘not surprising’
Lifting of rice-price ceiling made at ‘right time’ — experts
‘Volatile-price’ areas to get rice aid - PBBM

Envoy: Lithuania eyes biotech tie-up with PHL

ABANTE
PBBM ‘Hinubaran’ mga rice smugglers
Price cap sa bigas tinanggal ni PBBM

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL
Lifted

PILIPING STARNGAYON
Price cap sa bigas, binawi na ni PBBM
4 Bodega sa rice smuggling, hoarding pinangalanan ni PEBM

REMATE

Rice price cap binawi na ni PBBM
“Yan tuloy, Mr. President

Rice smugglers pinangalanan ni PBBM

DA FAMILY

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
Rice prices to fall post EO 39

THE MANILA TIMES
Cagayan towns bet on coffee infercropping
Partnership to develop vaccine for tilapia virus

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
ASF state of calamity declared in Candon
Today’s menu: Chicken pork adobo inflation



BUSINESS MIRROR
NDA, Taiwanese institute ink MOU on agri research
ASF-Hit hog raisers in Batac City aid

AGRI-RELATED STORY

THE MANILA TIMES
Searca pushes climate —smart agri

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
US poultry breeder eyes PHL operations

MANILA BULLETIN
Young farmer in Abra calls on youth to be part of Agricalture

FOREIGN STORY

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT
Soybeans rebound

BUSINESS MIRROR
Current agrifood models wasteful, unsustainable - FAQ
Australian cattle price falls to 9-year low as El Nifio looms



Malaya

Business Inmght

05 0CT 2073
— B 5 0CT 2023

Page:

LIBRARY
T. OF AGRICULTURE

Marcos lifts
rice price cap

'BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Marcos Jt. yesterday
lifted the price cap on regular and
well milled rice.

“Well, I think it’s the appropriate
time since namimigay tayo ng mga
bigas (Well, I think it’s the appto-
priate time since we are giving away
rice). Yes, as of today, we are lifting
the price caps on'rice, both for the
regular milled rice'and for the well-
milled rice,” the President said at
the sidelines of the distribution of
smuggled imported rice to indigent
families in Taguig City.

Marcos last month issued Ex-

ecutive Order 39 imposing a

temporary price cap of P41 per
kilogram for regular-milled rice,
and P45 per kilogram for well-
milled rice starting September 5 to
stop the rising prices of the staple
grain in the market.

The President’s announcement
came a day after the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI) and
the Department of Agriculture
(DA) recommended the hftmg of
the price ceiling amid the increase
in supply due to high yield rice
harvest and the dropping prices in
the world market. Y

Marcos said the government will
continue, to monitor the rice situ-
ation, especially the prices, as well

as pursue measures to unprovc the
agricultural sector.

“Tinatanggal na natin fyung mga
control pero hindi ibig sabihin

« basta’t ganun na lang dahil kailan-

gan pa rin natin ayusin ang agricul-
tural sector, kailangan pa rin natin
tulungan ang mga pinakamahirap,

pinakagutom pata kahit papaano
makaahon sila (While we are re-

“moving the controls, it does not
mean that we will leave it at that. -

We still need to fix the agricultural
sector, we still need to help the
poorest, and the hungriest to get
them out of poverty),” he said.
The President said among the
measures being undertaken by the

government are the implementa-
tion of the Rice Competitive-
ness Enhancement Fund (RCEF)
Mechanization Program to help
farmers in terms of the provision
of tractors, dryers, and cold stor-
age warehouses, among others.

The RCEF is funded through
revenues from rice tariffication.

Marcos said the government has
already generated P12 billion from
rice tariffication. The P2 billion
excess fund has been divided to
various programs and assistance
for farmers and fishermen.

He reassured the public that

See MARCOS > Page B2

Free rice. President Marcos Jr., assisted by Social Welfare Secretary Rex Gatchalian, dlstnbutes sacks of confiscated smuggled rice to beneficiaries of the Pantawid
Pamilyang Piluplno Program in Taguig City on Wednesday. .
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there is enough supply of rice in the
country, with a buffer stock of around
40 days. The DA said the buffer stock is
at 52 days as of end September due to
the recent harvest. It added rice farm-
ers are expected to harvest 1.9 million
metric tons of rice this month.

NCR AID

The President said he has asked the

House of Representatives to provide .

free rice to poor families in the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR) as he
observed that the cost of rice in Metro
Manila remains high compared to other
parts of the country, with some already
selling the staple grain at prices lower
than the price ceiling,

He said he has already talked about
the rice aid program with Speaker Mar-
tin Romualdez who is now coordinat-
ing with the 33 lawmakers from NCR.

“Ang gagawin is the 33 NCR con-
gressmen will be giving the assistance
na, magbibigay tayo ng bigas doon sa
iba’t ibang area dito sa Metro Manila,
dito sa NCR (The 33 NCR congress-
men will give the assistance, we will give
rice in different areas in Metro Manila,
here in NCR),” he said.

The President said the rice assis-
tance in Metro Manila will be a “pilot”
implementation of a rice aid program
that is being formulated by the govern-
ment, details of which have yet to be
finalized.

5 OCT 2023 Bl
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Marcos led the distribution of 25
kilos of rice each to 1,000 Pantawid
Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
beneficiaries in Taguig City.

The rice is part of the 42,180 smug-
gled rice confiscated by the Bureau of
Customs (BOC) in Zamboanga and
which has been donated to the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD) after the importers
failed to prove that the grains were
acquired legally, and corresponding
taxes were paid correctly.

The President had previously dis-
tributed smuggled rice in Tungawan,
Zamboanga; Barangay San Roque,
Zamboanga City; Barangay Santiago,
General Trias; Iriga City, Camarines;
San Andres, Manila; Siargao Island,
Surigao del Norte; and Dinagat Islands.

The President reiterated that due
process was observed in seizing the
smuggled rice and the distribution of
the grains proves that administration
is committed in ending the smuggling,
hoarding and other illegal activities
that affect the supply and prices of
commodities in the market.

He also again warned rice smugglers,
hoarders and price manipulators, who
he said have been destroying the flow
of supply and demand in the market.

“Hindi tayo papayag na patuloy na

© mamayagpag ang mga mapagsaman-
talang pumipinsala sa ating kabuhayan
at sa buong sektor ng agrikultura (We
will not allow unscrupulous individuals
who threaten our livelihoods and the
agricultural sector to thrive),” he said.

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

Marcos said the government has
filed charges against the San Pedro
Warehouse and Blue Sakura Agri Grain’
Corporation, the ES, Ostia Rice Mill,
and the Gold Rush Rice Mill for violat-
ing the Customs Modernization and-
Tariff Act, the Rice Tariffication Law,

and the Anti-Agricultural Smuggling’

Actof 2016 (Republic Act No. 10845).

“Bagong Pilipinas na po tayo ngayon,
at atin pong susugpuin ang mga hindi
po lumalaban nang patas. Wala pong pu-
wang sa lipunan ang mga nanlalamang at
nang-aapi sa kapwa (We are now a new
Philippines, and we will stop those who
do not fight fairly. There is no place in
society for those who take advantage
and oppress others),” he said. ¢

URBAN FARMING

The President, meanwhile, urged
other local government units (LGUs)
to follow the urban farming initiative
of Taguig City.

Marcos said urban farming is proof
that Filipinos can cultivate farm pro-
duce even in the city.

He said examples of the initiatves
in Taguig are found at the Bonifacio
Global City (BGC) Community Farm
and at the North Signal which was
started by a student.

“Patuloy tayong magtulungan para
sa kinabukasan na walang gutom at
puno ng kaginhawaan at pag-asa (Let us
continue to work together for a future
without hunger and full of comfortand
hopes),” he said.

Page of
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and syndlcates — stop your nefan
ous activities,” the President said.

- Marcos, who is also the Agricul-
ture secretary, said those who violate
thelaw have no place in the “Bagong
Pilipinas” (New Philippines).

“We are now in the Bagong Pilipi-

nas; we will quash those who arenot - -

. playing fairly. There is no place in

society for those who take advantage
of and oppress others,” he added.
Marcos announced during the
occasion the lifting of the price cap
on rice. -
“I think it's the appropnate time

since we have been distributing rice. .
Yes, as of today, we are lifting the
price caps on the rice both for the

regular-mllled rice and for the well-
milled rice. So we removed all the
control. But it doesn't mean we will
leave it at that because we still need
to fix the agricultural sector,” he
added, noting the government will
continue providing rice subsidies to
vulnerable communities.

The Department of Agriculture

and the Department of Trade and

Industry recommended lifting man-
datory rice price ceilings in a sectoral

meeting in Malacafiang on Tuesday.

MarcosmgnedExemﬂveOrder(EO)-
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MARCOS
NAMES

ARICE
SMUGGLERS

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
on Wednesday bared the identities
of four rice importers charged with
agricultural smuggling, saying the gov-
ernment’s anti-smuggling campaign
would spare no one.

In his speech during a rice distribu-
tion event in Taguig City, Marcos said
San Pedro Warehouse, Blue Sakura
Agri Grain Corp., FS. Ostia Rice Mill
and Gold Rice Mill were charged with
violating the Customs Modernization
and Tariff Act, the Rice Tariffication
Law, and the Anti-Agricultural Smug-
gling Act of 2016.

“We cannot allow these oppor-
tunists to ruin our livelihoods and
the agriculture sector to reign. I am
warning those who sabotage our
economy — you smugglers, hoarders

»SmugglersA8
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'FREE RICE President Ferdinand Marcos lr helps distribute bags of rice at the Taguig City llniversity
on Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2023. PHOTO BY RENE l-l DILAN

139 on September 5, settmg a price~ volatile pnce of rice in the country.

Affected rice retailers were given
P15,000 to compensate for their
loss, while seized smuggled rice has
been distributed to vulnerable com-
munities in the country to help them

 cope with the rising prices of rice.
Marcos said the government needs

to find a permanent solution to the

- ceiling of P41 per kilogram for regular “When we were looking at the sta-
milled rice and P45 per kilogram for  tistics yesterday, the real problem is
well-milled rice around the country. here in the National Capital Region,

where the price of rice is h:gh But
that's natural because we're in the
city. It takes a long time for the rice
to arrive here, and the transporta-
tion, storage, and processing fees
become expensive. The price is rising
here in the NCR because of that,”
Marcos said.

The. Presiﬂent added he had al-
ready instructed Speaker Ferdinand
Martin Romualdez to launch a rice
subsidy program.

The government will continue to |
watch “very closely” those who re- 1
main to be affected by the spike in the
prices of rice; including local farmers.
So, thatis another measure that we are

und ing," Marcos added.
CATHERINE S. VALENTE
AND JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL l

— Tage ur
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hybrid rice

MENTIONED in one of my

past columns here at The
Manila Times that one measure
to ensure the local supply of rice
is to plant in at least 1 million
hectares of farmland the hybrid
varieties. And over the medium
to long term, the ultimate objec-
tive is to cover at most 2 million
. hectares of farms in the country
| with hybrid rice.
| . Hybrid rice is nothing new to
the Philippines as the promo-
tion of hybrid rice for wider
planting in the country’s around
4.8 million hectares of land de-
voted to the staple has been on-
going since the past administra-
tion. And President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., also our Agriculture
secretary, also favors hybrid rice
for the country to attain a higher
level of rice self-sufficiency.

I also see the current eco-
system for propagating hybrid
rice in the Philippines as well-
established. This is evidenced
by a delegation made up of 50
represematwes from the mem-
ber countries of the Asia-Pacific
Seeds Association (APSA) that
left the Philippines on Sept. 23,
2023, very impressed with the
country’s milestones in hybrid
rice seed production and close
collaboration among the sec-
tor's stakeholders.

APSA is headquartered in
Bangkok and is the largest re-
gional seed association in the
world with more than 600 mem-
bers. Frisco Malabanan, a cur-
rent APSA executive committee

member, initiated the first field "

study tour in the Philippines to
showcase our country's achieve-
ments in hybrid rice production
and propagation.

Malabanan is also involved in
the Department of Agriculture’s
(DA) Masagana Rice Industry
Development Program, which
is President Marcos’ flagship
program to make the Philip-
pines attain a higher level of rice
self-sufficiency through various
policy and technology interven-
tions, among many others.
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The unstoppable

movement
MOVING

WILLIAM
D.DAR

Viability of 'hybrid rice

Farmers who use hybrid rice
report harvesting around 7 to 10
metric tons (MT) of palay (un-
milled rice) per hectare compared
to the average of 3.6 MT/hectare

for inbred seeds. The national

average for palay yield is 4 MT/
hectare. I even hear of accounts
and anecdotes of farmers get-
ting as much as 12 MT/ha using
hybrid rice seeds. So obviously,
hybrid rice has a big edge in yield
over inbred varieties.

Besides the DA, the private
sector is actively involved in
promoting hybrid rice technol-
ogy, also investing heavily in re-
search and development (R&D).
Among the companies pushing
hybrid rice in the Philippines
are SL Agritech, Bayer Crop Sci-
ence, Seed Works, Tao Seeds,
Longping, BioSeeds, among
many others.

Meanwhile, companies like
SL Agritech have entered into
partnerships with organized
farmers for the production
of hybrid rice for public con-
sumption. SL Agritech also has
partnerships in countries like
India, Bangladesh, Indonesia
and Vietnam for hybrid rice
R&D and production.

The APSA delegates also vis-

ited last September 19 the seed
facilities at the site of SL Agri-
tech in Lupon, Davao Oriental,
and toured the farms of SL
Agritech, Tao Seeds, Longping
and BioSeeds to see firsthand
the actual hybrid rice parental
lines of the seed companies in
their flowering stages.

They also visited on the same
day the farms of commercial
seed companies Bayer Crop
Science and SL Agritech in
Barangay Ruparan, Digos City,
and in Hagonoy, Davao del

FORWARD

Sur, and the hybrid corn farms
in Kapaling, Davao del Norte,
“and Tagum of Bayer Science and
Syngenta Phils.

The APSA study tour coin-
cided with the 16th National
Rice Technology Forum (NRTF)
organized by the Rice Board in
Hagonoy, Davao del Sur, that
also showcased the demo farms
of hybrid rice companies, The
expertise of digital companies
in agriculture was also witnessed
by the APSA delegates.

Malabanan said the delegates
were impressed on how the seed
production companies were

gathered into one site NRTF

tour in Davao Sur, as this dem-
onstrated the collaboration be-
tween government and private
companies. APSA said that 15
delegates who joined the study

tour represented companies in |
China, India, Sri Lanka, Ban- |

gladesh, Thailand, Malaysia and
the Philippines.

An excellent example
of collective action

I can say that what the APSA del-
egates witnessed in their study
tour to the Philippines is an
excellent example of concerted
collective action among stake-
holders and a model private-
public partnership that can be
emulated in other industries.
But I also see a need for the
public sector to get more involved
in the efforts to promote and
propagate hybrid rice in the Phil-
ippines, and the DA is heading in

the right direction with President |

Marcos also favoring hybrid rice
as a solution to increase the local
production of the staple.

State universities and colleges
(SUCs) and local government
units (LGUs) can also play a
bigger role in promoting and
propagating hybrid rice with
SUCs taking part in the R&D
efforts and LGUs setting up
demo farms or assisting farm-
ers in their localities to adapt
to hybrid rice.

Page

And equally important are
the private sector and the DA
spearheading efforts to cluster
and organize rice farmers to
facilitate the transfer of hybrid
rice and give them marketing
assistance for their production.

I believe those can be un-
dertaken the soonest as the
current hybrid rice players and
stakeholders in the country have
demonstrated that they have a
well-established ecosystem.

By the way it looks now, I can
even say that the hybrid rice
movement in the Philippines is
already “unstoppable.”
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Rice price ceilings
lifted after 1 month

President Marcos on Wednesday lifted the price
ceiling on rice, citing the increasing supply, de-
clining retail prices and easing import costs of the
staple grain. He also promised to continue pro-
viding assistance to farmers and the most under-
privileged families and pursue the government'’s
crackdown on smugglers, hoarders and profiteers
mpmanaMmaHWQMadNMmhmmﬂke-
market. —STORY BY JEROME ANING Az
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. President Marcos on Wednes-

day lifted the government-im-

° posed price ceiling on rice,
. saying the move was timely as

various measures were already
being carried out to ensure am-
ple supply and boost produc-
tion of the staple grain.

“Yes, we are, as of today,
lifting the price cap on rice,

« both for the regular-milled rice

. T T E NN

and for the well-milled rice,”
the President said in a media
interview in Lower Bicutan,
Taguig City, where he led the
distribution of free rice to poor
families.

At least 1,000 Pantawid Pam-
ilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
beneficiaries of the Department
of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD) each received 25
kilos of rice—part of the 42,000

- sacks confiscated by the Bureau
' of Customs in a recent operation
. in Zamboanga City—during the
* distribution program.

Executive Order No. 39,
which took effect on Sept. 6,
set price caps on regular and

- well-milled rice at P41 and P45a

kilo, respectively, following the
“alarming” increase in the retail
prices of the grain.

“So we are removing the
control but it doesn't mean that
we’ll be leaving it at that be-

- cause we still need to fix the ag-
. ricultural sector. We still need to
- help the poorest, those suffering

PRILIPPINE OAlLY
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~ ASFRESH HARVESTS ENTER MARKET AND IMPORT COSTS GO DOWN

most from hunger, so that they
can pull through somehow,” said
the President, who is concurrent
secretary of the Department of
Agriculture (DA).

Mr. Marcos noted that the
declining prices in the domes-
tic market, ihcreasing supply of
rice, and favorable external fac-
tors such as easing import costs
were among the indicators that
warranted the lifting of the
price cap.

Based on the DA’s mon-
itoring, local regular-milled
rice was being sold from P40
to P44 a kilo as of Wednesday,

while local well-milled rice was -

priced at P44 to P48. Import-
ed well-milled rice was selling
from P45 to P48. ;

Trade Secretary Alfredo Pas-
cual said that they have also seen
a notable reduction in the price
of rice, noting that some retailers
were selling the staple grain at
P38 a kilo in Regions 2 and 3.

Aid to the poor

Federation of Free Farmers
national manager Raul Mon-
temayor said the lifting of the
price cap would encourage
farmers to produce more palay
since farm-gate prices would
stabilize.

“As fresh harvests enter the
market, we also expect retail
prices of rice to go down with-
out the need for price caps,”
Montemayor said.

The President promised to
continue providing the assistance

ANY DIFFERENCE? Prices of many rice varieties remain high as
seen in this stall in Quezon City on Oct. 4, the day the President
lifted the price cap on the staple food. —GRIG c. MONTEGRANDE

that the government has been ex-
tending to farmers and the most
underprivileged families.

While the government
could not control the market, he
said his administration would
continue carrying out such pro-
grams to cushion the impact of
rising food prices on the poor
and the most vulnerable.

Pascual also said that rice
retailers who have yet to re-
ceive cash aid from the gov-
ernment due to losses from the
implementation of the price
cap would still receive financial
assistance despite the lifting of
the price control measure.

“We will finish (the payout)
so it will be fair and so that we

can have a level playing field,”
Pascual said.

Citing data from the DSWD,
the Department of Trade and
Industry said that P217.2 million
in cash assistance has been re-
leased as of Sept. 29 to 14,480
micro and small rice retailers,
or 75.5 percent of the govern-
ment target of 19,685 stores.

On the production side, Mr.
Marcos said the government -
would continue to support the
agriculture sector and strength-
en the country’s value chain.

He said the allotments to
farmers from the Rice Compet-
itiveness Enhancement Funds
(RCEF) worth Pio billion have
already been appropriated for

MARGOS LIFTS ICE PRICE GAP SAYS SUPPLY BOOSTERS INPLACE

farm machineries and process-
ing facilities.

The excess collection, which
was estimated at more than P12
billion this year, would be allo-
cated to the farm and fisheries
sectors by buying general dry-
ers for farmers and cold storage
for fishermen.

The President said the gov-
ernment would also be focusing
efforts in Metro Manila “because
that is where the prices are most
volatile and are highest,” and

that he would soon pilot a rice

assistance for the poor project
in coordination with the capital
region’s 33 congressmen.

Crackdown to continue -

On the government’s drive
against smugglers, hoarders
and profiteers, the President
said his administration would
not just sit idly by and vowed
to put an end to all illegal activ-
ities in the rice market.

In his speech, the President
said the government has al-
ready filed smuggling charges
against rice importers, which he
identified as San Pedro Ware-
house and Blue Sakura Agri
Grain Corp., FS Ostia Rice Mill,
and Gold Rice Mill.

He said the companies and
their owners were charged with
violations of Republic Act No.
10863 or the Customs Modern-
ization and Tariff Act, RA 11203
(rice tariffication law), RA 10845
(Anti-Agricultural Smuggling
Act), and RA 7581 (Price Act).
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“We are in a new -Philip-
pines now, and we will suppress
those who are not playing fair.
There is no room in our society
for those who take advantage of
and oppress their fellow men,”
he said.

Mr. Marcos reiterated that
the country has no problem
regarding rice supply, pointing
out that the current buffer stock
was for more than 30 days and
“is now rising and rising.”

Once the current harvest
season ends, he said the reserve
could reach as high as 70 days.

“That’s why we really do not
have a shortage of rice. We have
plenty of supply. But because of
these smugglers, hoarders, and
price manipulators, the supply
is constricted and so the prices
increase,” he said. o

The President pointed to
the rice problem as the reason

for his lower performance rat-

ing in the September survey of
polling firm Pulse Asia Research
Inc. y

“It’s not surprising. People
are having a hard time. I com-
pletely understand it,” he said.

“And that's why we’re work-
ing very, very hard to make
sure that this [will not happen]
again. Not because of the sur-
vey—that’s not important to me.
What's important to me is that
we make sure that people have
enough to eat and that it is af-

. fordable to them,” he said. —wiTH

REPORTS FROM ALDEN M. MONZON
AND JORDEENE B. LAGARE INQ
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By ALEXIS ROMERO

President Marcos has lifted the
price ceilings on rice as he vowed to
sustain efforts to help improve the life
of farmers and run after smugglers of
agricultural goods.

“As of today (Oct 4), we are lifting
the price caps on rice, both for the
regular milled and the well-milled
rice,” Marcos said after distributing
rice to beneficiaries of the govern-

ment’s cash transfer DRpEa in-

Taguig yesterday.

“We removed the controls but it
does not mean it will end thene be-
cause we need to fix the agricultural

sector. We still need to help the poor-
est, the hung'éy S0 they recover some-

how,” he sai

To address the rising rice pric-
es, the Marcos administration set
price caps on the food staple through
Executive Order No. 39, which took
effect last Sept. 5.
- Under the order, the price ceilings
of regular milled and well-nulied
rice were P41 and P45 per kilo, re-
spectively.

The government provided finan- -

cial aid to small rice zetaﬂers affected
by the price cap.

Nearly a month after the imple- e
mentation of the price ceiling, the

Department of Agriculture (DA)
announced that the government is
ready to lift the policy, citing the drop

in prices of the staple in international

and domestic markets as well as the

expected increase in supply due to

ear’s harvest.

e agency is expectin; some19
rmlhon I;glemcg’tons)gz rice month,
which will be sufficient for 74 days.-

Last month, the supply of rice was
only good for 52 da

Marcos, who is so DA chlef smd
that while market movements are

uncontrollable, the government ¢ould
provide assistance to sectors hitby an

increase in the %z;mes of commodities.
He said the Rice Tariffication Law

allocates P10 billion every y&m&or

the Rice Compeﬁtweness Enl

ment Fund (RCEF).

"despite the hfhr(g"of pn

' Aworker arranges sacks of rice in a atbre-lﬁ Quezon City yesterday. |.'
The RCEF was established to pro-

tect the livelihood of farmers affected
by the influx of imported rice.
- Marcos said the collection from rice

tariff will be used to acquire farm ma-
chinery to boost production.

‘He said the collection, which has
reached over P12 billion this
‘would also be used to distribute
n. the metropolis.

ear,

of only P10 bﬂhon, w111 nowé:e
billion in that regard

our farmers,” Marcos said.

- Despite the lifting of the price ceil-
.mg onrice, the

artment of °

and Industry (DTI) said the distribu-

tion of financial aid for qualified rice
retailers affected by the measure will
- continue.

At a press conference yesterda o
Trade Secretary Alfredo Pascual
ed that the  government will comi:i%;
the one-time assistance
ape

‘Metro Manila proﬂom

Marcosadnuthed trice pricesin  be
‘Metro Manila re &“‘a high. -

“That’s natural because we fiﬁa
cnty Ittakestlt;élb,éore;ﬁ ﬁans-

¥’

so we can fast-
track the distribution of assistance to ‘
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ported here. The cost of transporta-
tion is high. There are storage (and
Emcessmg) fees, that’s why prices
ere in the NCR are increasing,” he
said, referrmg to the National Capital
Region. i
arcos said he told Speaker Mar-
tin Romualdez that something must
be done to address the situation in

- "We are hfhng the price cap but
besxde that, we are taking other
measures to help farmers in terms of
their equipment, their processing, et
- cetera. We are also concentrating on
the NCR because that is where the
%MS are most volatile and highest,”

e President said, adding there is no

problem in supply.

 Smuggling raps

~ Marcos bared that the govem—;
“ment has filed charges against
four rice smugglers as he warned

-'.=-that the government would not.

to rate acthtzgs that sabotage the

4\ . economy.

He said smugglmg charges have

be t the owners and o op-
erahorsqu tﬁesari Pedro Warehouse,

Blue Sakura Agri Grain Corp., FS
Ostia Rice Mﬂl Snd Gold Rice Mill.
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~ The respondents were ck
with violations of the Customs Mod-
ernization and Tariff Act, Rice Tariffi-
cation Law and the Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Actof 2016,

“We are now in a new Philippines.
We will fight those who are not play-
ing fair. There is no room in society
for those who take advantage of and
oppress their fellowmen,” Marcos
said in Filipino. .

He said the government is serious
in curbing smuggling, hoarding and
other illegal activities that affect the
supply and prices of goods in the

market. - the price cap just to say that it was

The lifting of the price cap on rice

will encourage farmers to continue
boosting local production and hope-
fully, bring down retail prices amid
the harvest season, according to
farmers’ groups. T
tional manager Raul Montemayor
said President Marcos” decision to
lift the price ceilings on rice would
provide another boost to farmers,

“It will stabilize palay prices dur-
ing the ongoing harvest season and
provide incentives for farmers to
expand their production and reduce
our reliance on imports. As fresh
harvests enter the market, we also
expect retail prices of rice to go down
without the need for price caps,”
Montemayor said. e B

“The government will have to
pursue its campaign against smug-
glers and price manipulators whose
illegal activities depress farmgate

rices even as they keep retail prices
igh for consumers,” he said.

~  Bantay Bigas spokesperson Cathy
Estavillo said the lifting of price cap
coupled with local harvest could.
hopefully cut retail prices for con-
sumers. ‘

To help further cut down retail
prices, Bantay Bigas reiterated its
‘the Rice Tariffication Law to allow
the National Food Authority (NFA)
‘to trade rice again. ”
- “The mandate of the NFA in rice
trading should be immediately re-

Federation of Free Farmers na-

al Republic Act 11203 or
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 stored so that it can sell subsidized
- rice that it used to do at P27 to P32
‘per kilo,” Estavillo said. -~
~ The group said the NFA should
also increase its'rice buying from
farmers by buym%fﬁ&h palay and “at
least 20 percent of local production at
a price of at least P20 per kilo in rice
to ensure that the role is no longerjust
buffer stocking but to sell affordable
rice in the markets.”
Estavillo said the price cap was

- implemented without conducting a

study.
“The government implemented

thing because during that
time, there was discontent among
Fi;ilrinos_ in the government, espe-
cially with the promise of P20 perkilo

- (of rice),” Estavillo said.
" She said that traders, millers and

‘importers were behind the price

doing

* manipulation to justify the increase

in the price of the staple.
The Samahang Industriya ng Agri-

kultura (SINAG) thanked Marcos for - -

lifting the price ceilig onrice. © =
_ SINAG executive director Jay-
son Cainglet said there was no rice
shortage and that price increase was
due to hoarding, profiteering and

smizdggling. e ,
- Meanwhile, wholesale prices of
rice have started to slide down as

the palay harvest season starts to-

peak.

Rice traders at the Intercity Indus-

trial Estate and Golden City Business
Park in Bocaue, Bulacan, confirmed
to The STAR that the prices of clean
and dry palay average at P25 to P26
per kilo depending on quality and
variety, e
Processi::g pal'? into rice results
in additional production cost at 60
percent milling recovery, and this
translates to P38 to P40.63 per kilo,
- the traders said. ;
However, the production cost may
go higher or lower depending on the
milling recovery rate. : .
— With Danessa Rivera, Bella
Cariaso, Catherine Talavera, Ramon
- Efren Lazaro
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PBBM lifts rice

price ceiling, names
alleged smugglers

By BETHEENA KAE UNITE and ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

President Marcos has lifted the temporary price ceil-
ing on rice starting Wednesday, Oct. 4.

"Well, I think it’s the appropriate time since namim-
igay tayo ng bigas (since we are giving out rice). Yes,
as of today, we are lifting the price caps on rice, both
for the regular milled rice and for the well milled rice,"
Marcos said in a media-interview after distributing rice
donations in Taguig City.

The government, he said, will, however, continue to
provide assistance to Filipinos in need, especially the

o ; farmers and vulnerable communities.
RICE DISTRIBUTION — President Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ R. Marcos Jr. leads the distribution of sacks of rice to 1,000 beneficiaries of the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino "We will continue the assistance that we have been
Program (4Ps) from Taguig City on Wednesday, October 4, 2023, at the Taguig City University Gymnasium. On hand to assist him is Social Welfare and Development ~ giving to farmers, also the assistance that we
Secretary Rex Gatchalian (second from left) and Taguig City Mayor Lani Cayetano (fourth from left). (Noel B. Pabalate) have been given to those most underprivileged > 8
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families, yung sa pinamababang
demographic economic class dahil
talaga silang naghihirap (to the lowest
demographic economic class because
they are the ones suffering the most),"
Marcos said.

The lifting of the temporary rice
price cap implemented starting early
September came a day after the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) rec-
ommended its lifting, considering
the "positive indicators" they have
observed during its implementation.

Agriculture Director Gerald Glenn
Panganiban cited the decreasing
prices observed in the market and
the projected increase of rice supply
amid local harvest zoming from the
last quarter of the year as indicators
that could lead to tae vmhdrawal of
the price cap.

Marcos also cited these indicators
when he announced the lifting of the
price ceiling policy.

He also said that they are going to
''watch very closely" those who will
be affected by the withdrawal of the
price cap policy.

Through Executive Order No. 39,
the President set a price ceiling of P41

per kilogram for regular milled rice

and P45 per kilogram for well-milled
rice around the country to address the
rising cost of the staple commodlty in
the market.

Affected rice retailers were given
P15,000 to compensate for their loss
while seized smuggled rice have been
distributed to vulnerable communities
in the country to help them cope with
the rising prices of rice.

Rice smugglers

President Marcos said the govern-
ment has already filed cases against
alleged rice smugglers as he renewed
his vow to go after those who are sup-
posedly manipulating the price of rice
in the country.

The President said the government
has caught three companies that vio-
lated the Customs Modernization and
Tariff Act, the Rice Tariffication Law,
and the AIltl Agncultural Smugghng
Act of 2016.

“Kaya po ay ngayon ay kinasuhan
na natin ang (We have filed cases
against) San Pedro Warehouse and
Blue Sakura Agri Grain Corporation,
ang F.S. Ostia Rice Mill, [at] ang
Gold Rush Rice Mill ay kasalukuyang
haharap sa patong-patong na mga
kaso dahil sa kanilang mga ginagawa
(they are facing charges for what they
did),” he said.

Marcos said those who violate the
law have no place in the “Bagong
Pilipinas.”

4 Bégong Pilipinas na po tayo
ngayon, at atin pong susugpuin ang

mga hindi po lumalaban nang patas
- other measures they are taking is to

(We are now in the Bagong Pilipinas,
we will quash those who are not fight-
ing fairly),” he said.

“Wala pong puwang sa lipunan
ang mga nanlalamang at nang-aapi
sa kapwa (There is no place is society
for those who take advantage of and
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oppress others),” he added.

Marcos warned those involved in
illegal acts that the government will
go after them.

“Hindi tayo papayag na patuloy na
marnayagpag ang mga mapagsaman-
talang pumipinsala sa ating kabuhay-
an at sa buong sektor ng agrikultura
(We cannot allow those opportunists
who ruin our livelihoods and the ag-
riculture sector to reign),” he said.

“Binabalaan ko ang mga sumas-
abotahe sa ating ekonomiya: Kayong
mga smuggler, kayong mga hoarder,
at sindikato, tigilan na ninyo ang mga
masama ninyong gawain (I am warn-
ing those who sabotage our economy:

You — smugglers, hoarders, and -

syndicates — stop with your nefarious
activities),” he added.

Rice distribution program

Metro Manila lawmakers are now
mulling a program that would provide
rice assistance to cities in the National
Capital Region (NCR), President Mar-
cos bared.

Marcos said he ordered House
Speaker Martin Romualdez to create
a program that will benefit vulner-
able communities in Metro Manila
and those affected by the high prices
of rice. ?

This, he said, is also among the
steps the government is taking after
the lifting of the temporary price ceil-
ing on rice starting Wednesday, Oct. 4.

"I'm happy to announce na (that)
I gave instructions to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, Speaker
Martin Romualdez. Sabi ko sa kanya (I
told him), we have to do something for
NCR," Marcos said in a media inter-
view after leading the distribution of
rice donation in Taguig City on Oct. 4.

""So, that is another measure that
we are undertaking para naman hindi
basta’t pinabayaan na, basta’t maayos
na yung price cap, alisin na lang natin,
tapos na. Hindi pa tapos ‘to (so we
don't neglect it. Just because we have
removed the price cap, does not mean it

is over. No, itis notyetover)," he added.

The President explained that the
program will be intended for Metro
Manila cities as higher prices of rice
are observed in NCR, which is only
natural, he said, as rice supply takes
time to reach the capital region.

""We are also concentrating on the
NCR because that is where the prices
are most volatile and are highest,"
Marcos said.

He further said they will imple-
ment the program in 33 NCR districts
for its pilot implementation. -

. "We’ll pilot that project for the 33
NCR districts, NCR congressmen na
makapagbigay uli tayo ng bigas (to
give out rice anew)," he said.

The Chief Executive also said that

help- the farmers by providing them
equipment and help improve their
production processes.

He is confident that rice supply in
the country will continue to increase
as harvest season is on.
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ByKer-ArIsto here T. Atienza
and Adrian H. Halili reporters -

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos,

Jr. on Wednesday said he has lifted

the cap on rice prices, amonth after -

.itwas imposed to temper inflation.

Date:

our: 0§, 720U page:
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Analysts said the decision — |

two days after a national survey
showed a double-digit decline in
Mr. Marcos’ approval ratings —
was more of a political move than
an economic one.

“As of today, we are lifting the
price caps on therice, for the regular

‘milled rice and for the well-milled

nqe So, we are removing the con-
trols;? Mr. Marcos toldu#porteré on'
the sidelines of a rice distribution

nJ

even!:in'I‘agu;ngtyonWednesday_ ;

The government imposed the
price ceiling on Sept. 5, in a bid
to rein in the spike in rice prices
which the President had attrib-
uted to hoarding and collusion
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among cartels. Prices were capped

" atP41akilo for regular milled rice

and P45 for well-milled rice.
However, Mr. Marcos admit-

ted the government still needs

to address the staple grain’s high
prices in Metro Manila.

“When we were looking at the
statistics yesterday, the real prob-

lem is here in the National Capital
Region, where the price of rice is

“high,” he said. “But that’s natural
because we're in the city. It takes a

long time for the rice to arrive here,

- and the transportation, storage, and

processing fees become expensive.”
Mr. Marcos said he had in-
structed House Speaker Ferdi-

Marcos removes cap on rice prices

nand Martin G. Romualdez to
create a program for the capital
region, where rice prices are
“most volatile.” Thirty-three
congressmen from Metro Ma-
nila would be tasked to dis-
tribute rice to poor people, he
added. '

" Rice, S1/5
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Arjan P. Aguirre, who teaches
politics at the Ateneo de Manila
University, said the move only
confirms that the administra-
tion’s agriculture decisions, es-
pecially on rice issues, have been
driven by politics.

“This hasty and sudden decmon

tolift the price cap can be explained
by two things: they finally realized
that the price cap is not really a
sound policy and that they need to
arrest the drop in the President’s
approval ratings,” he said ina FaCea
book Messenger chat.

Mr. Marcos® approval rat-
ings fell by double digits across
all areas and socioeconomic
classes, according to a Pulse Asia

Research, Inc. survey conducted
from Sept. 10 to 14, with econo- -

mists attributing this decline to
the high prices of basic commodi-
ties like rice. ;

Mr. Aguirre noted that Mr.

- Marcos’ decision to appoint him-
self Agncu]t’ure secretary was
meant “to target the largest polit-
ical base in our society — classes
DandE”

“They are the ones who are
vulnerable to any changes in com-
modity prices and that most of
them are invested in any industry
attached to agriculture,” he said.

Mr. Marcos, speaking at the
chance briefing, said the decline
in his approval ratings was “not
surprising” since people are “hav-
ing ahard time.”

- “WRONG POLICY’

“Of course, the lifting df the -

price cap is welcome,” Action for
Economic Reforms coordinator
Filomeno S. Sta. Ana III said. “In
effect, the government concedes
that it was a wrong policy.”

Mr. Sta. Ana said the an-
nouncement was not “transpar-
ent” enough since there are still
questions on the real reasons
behind the price cap order.

Mr. Marcos has been saying
that the country has enough rice

- supply, blaming economic sabo-
teurs — hoarders and smugglers
alike — for the commodity’s spi-
raling prices.

Federation of Free Farmers
National Manager Raul . Mon-
temayor said the lifting of the price

ceiling will stabilize palay prices

amid the ongoing harvest season.
“And it will provide incentives
for farmers to expand their pro-
duction and reduce our reliance
on imports... We also expect retail
prices of rice to go down without
the need for price caps,” Mr. Mon-
temayor said via Viber.
‘Samahang Industriya ng Agri-
kultura Executive Director Jay-

son H. Cainglet estimated that

with palay farmgate prices now .
- at P23 to P25 per kilo the “retail

prices of well-milled rice can be
sold between P43 and P44 per
kilo, way below the price cap.”

. The National Food Authority
Council last month set a new pur-

‘chase rate for dry and wet palay

at P19-P23 and P16-P19 per kilo-
gram, respectively. The previous
buying price was P16 per kilo for
wet and P19 per kilo for dry palay.

Leonardo A. Lanzona, an eco-

© nomics professor from Ateneo de

Manila University, said that there
was “no point” for the price cap
as the harvest would have been
enough to pull down prices and
discourage hoarding.

“Rice is perishable 5o it is un-
likely that these traders can keep

‘their contraband for long,” Mr.

Lanzona said in a Messenger chat.

Philippine Institute for Devel-
opment Studies Senior Research
Fellow Roehl M. Briones said that
supply of regular milled and well-
milled rice had disappeared as
retailers were just waiting for the
lifting of the price ceiling.

- “The lasting effect of the price
ceiling spells a business climate
where the policy environment
is less predictable,” he said in a
phone call. §

" Former Finance Undersecre-
tary Cielo D. Magno said to keep
rice prices low, the government
needs to ensure that the NFA has
sufficient buffer stock and im-
prove the productivity of the rice
sector by providing them with
adequate and efficient drying fa-
‘cilities and introducing them to
more resilient and climate smart
rice varieties. .

“We have to be mindful of the
effect of climate change on the
rice sector,” she added.

Meanwhile, the Department of |

Trade and Industry (DTI) said it
will still give financial aid to small
rice retailers who were affected
by the price ceiling.

“It was just a one-time finan-
cial aid. We are going to continue
giving the financial aid so that
it would be fair for all,” Trade
Secretary Alfredo E. Pascual told
reporters in Filipino at a press
briefing on Wednesday.

As of Sept. 29, only 14,480 out |

of the targeted 19,685 micro and
small rice retailers nationwide
have received financial aid.

Fhillip D. Sawali, DTI Fair.

Trade Enforcement Bureau di-
rector, said the government was

able to release P217.2 million |
worth of cash as of Sept. 29. — |

with inputs from Justine Irish
D. Tabile
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BY SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
W@sam._medenilla

RESIDENT Ferdinand R. Mar-
P cos Jr. linked the significant
drop in his approval rating to
the spikeiin rice prices last month.
“It's not surprising. People are
having a hard time...Itinvolves rice.
It's different from anything else,
any other agricultural [product. 1
completely understandit,” the Chief
Executive told reporters partly in
Filipino in'an interview after the
rice distribution in Taguig City last
Wednesday.
In a recent Pulse Asia survey,
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the approval rating of the President
dropped 15 percentage points from
80 to 65.

His trust rating also suffered a
double-digit decline from 85 per-
centage points to just 71.

“You cannot blame the people [for
the survey results]. They are really
suffering,” Marcos said.

The survey was conducted last
month after the government re-
corded a surge in the price of rice,
which prompted Marcos to issue
Executive Order No.39 imposing a
P41 per kilogram (kg) price cap for
regular milled rice (RMR) and P45
per kg for well-milled rice (WMR).
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Prior to the issuance of EO 39, the

price of RMR in Metro Manilareached
as high as P42 to P55 per kg, while
WMR it was at P47 to P56, according
to the price monitoring report of the

. 'Department of Agriculture. - /|

Likewise, ‘the President ‘also
ordered concerned authorities to
intensify their campaign against
hoarders and smugglers, which he
blamed for the spike in rice prices.

In his'speech during the rice dis-
tribution in Taguig City, the Presi-
dent announced authorities have
already filed cases against three
companies suspected tobe engaged

in smuggling the food staple.

The said firms were San Pedro
Warehouse and Blue Sakura Agri
Grain Corporation, F.S. Ostia Rice
Mill, and Gold Rush Rice Mill.

“We will eliminate those who are
not competing fairly. There is no

room in society for those who take

advantage of others,” Marcos said.

The United Nations recently
warned that high prices for food,
particularly rice, could lead to po-
liticalinstabilityin Asia and Africa.

A similar phenomenon occurred
during the term of former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, whenhigh
rice prices triggered mass demon-
strations.
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Lifting of rlce-prlce ceiling

made at ’

By JASPER EMMANUEUI. Akciu.nsv @Jearcalas 3

RESIDENT Marcos Ir S dec131on
’ to lift the price ceiling on rice was
made “at the right time” as the
country starts its main harvest of palay,
with some pundlts clalmmg that the
measure was “successful” in curbing
“market collusion.”

However, some economists point-
ed out that the lifting of the price
ceiling prevented further domestic
rice market distortions due to the
sudden government intervention.

" Agriculture Undersecretary for

" Rice Leocadio S. Sebastian sa1d the

one-month price ceiling was “suc-
cessful” in “dampening” collusion
among price speculators deemed

responsible for pushing prices to

“unreasonable” levels.

. “The price cap was successful
in dampening the collusion among

price speculators that was pushing

prices unreasonably high towards

theend of August. Thiswas despite
the sufficiency of supply fromlocal
productionandimports,” Sebastian
told the BUSINESSMIRROR.
“The lifting of the price cap is
timely because we are now at the

_.peak of harvest season and we are
‘expectingabountiful harvest,” Se-

bastian added.
Agriculture Undersecretary for
Policy, Planning and Regulations

ght time'—experts

Mercedita A. Sombilla concurred
with Sebastian, emphasizing that
the price cap measure “stopped
further manipulation” of domestic
prices that was “creating fears of

‘rice shortage” in the country de-

spite abundant supply.
“The low inventory stocks is a
usualpattern thatcomes duringthe

. third quarter. Thegood for 1.5days

stocks of [National Food Authority]
was not properly understood since
NFA is no longer responsible for

" keeping the country’s stocks but
. onlystocks forcalamities-itadded

totheapprehension,” Sombilla told
the BUSINESSMIRROR.

Sombilla pointed out that the
timing of the lifting of the price
ceiling bodes well with the drop in
export prices of rice from Thailand
and Vietnam.

. “There should be no apprehen-
sion on global supply,” she said,
while noting that the Department
of ‘Agriculture will continue to
“closely” monitor the price move-
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menmfpcemthedomest;ctparkét
The,goverpmentls regdyto con-
: t1nue to \Erov:lde tar{geted support
she added.’
However, Roehlano M. Briones,

senior research fellow at'the Phil- -
ippine Institute for Development =
Studles pointed out that the price

ce1l1ngforcednceretaﬂersto hide”
or reclasstfy” their stocks i:o‘ cir-
cumvent the mandated price ’cap

Under Marcos'’s Executive Order

39, the price ceiling only covered

regu.lar-nu]lec,landwell—mlﬂednce, ;

thereby exempting pi‘émnﬁg and

special graderice from themeasure. .

' “Regularmilled rice isbeinghid-
denorbeingreclassifiedas premium
" ‘or special rice. What is being sold
as regular milled rice is the poorest
qualityrice thattradersandretailers
- are left with, which could be older
stocks that they want to get rid of,"
" Briones told the BUSINESSMIRROR.

“I believe these are being passed
offasregularmilledrice. Andif there
is well-milled rice that they want to
. dispose of, they would rather wait

for the price ceiling to be lifted so
that they can sell it at uncontrolled
regular prices,” Briones added.
Because of this situation, rice
‘consumers were left to choose be-
tween a poor quality rice or a more
expensive premium grade rice.
“What is left in the market is
‘the expensive staple labelled as
premium rice priced between P50
“to P60 per kilogram. You cannot
see regular milled rice, and if there
is, mangitim*ngitim pa,” he said. ‘I

do not know if you call that conse-

quence as effectwe

wrel

‘Bad SIgnaI' 21 19
‘ASSOCIATE Professor Cielo D.

" "‘Magno of the UP School ofEconom—

‘icsemphasized that theimposition

" of the price ceiling on rice was an
~ “inappropriate market control” in
- the ﬁrstplace that sentbads:gtials

“to investors.”

- Magno explamed that the state
should not “unnecessarily inter-

‘vene” in the market if it would just
"do more harm than good.

 “It was an inappropriate policy
‘that was recklessly implemented. It

“shows that the government can and
- will control the market and sacrifice
~ the welfare of sellers even without
" concrete evidence it is beneficial to

‘consumers,”, she told the Busmnss-
MIRROR
. “Government should not unnec-

: essanly intervene in the market if

itwillresultin more inefflaenczes,
she added.

Samahang Industriya ng Agri-
kultura (Sinag) supported the lift-

~ ing of the price ceiling, but urged

the Marcos Jr. administration to

~use the full power of the law in

convictinghoarders, profiteersand
smugglers, which it blamed for the

‘recent spike in local rice ‘prices.

“Hanggaiigngayon Zero convic-
honpann sahoarders, profiteersat
‘smugglers. Yunang habulin at pagka-
‘abalahan nila [Until now, it’s zero

i} épnvicﬁoﬁfbrﬁoafdét%,-profiteers

- and smugglers. They should focus
: onmnmﬁgafterthese], 'the g; group
“’said in a statement.

{
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TO GET RICE

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA X @sar_medenilla

FTER finally lifting the month-

long rice price cap on Wednesday,

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
said the government will provide aid for
vulnerable groups in areas where the price
for the food staple remains “volatile.”

. 2
page: 711 A2 3778

The chief executive made the
announcement in an' interview
with reporters after the distribu-
tion of rice in Taguig City.

“As of today we are lifting the
price caps on the rice both for the
regular milled rice and for the well-
milled rice. So we are now remov-
ing the [price] control now,” Mar-
cos said.

Last month, the President is-
sued Executive Order No. 39,
which imposed a P41 per kilogram
(kg) price ceiling for regular milled
rice (RMR) and P45 per kg for well-
milled rice (WMR).

Marcos said the measure aims
to address the unusual surge in the
price of rice during the period, de-
spite the country’s sufficient supply
of the food staple. He attributed
the trend to the price manipula-
tion by hoarders and smugglers.

The lifting of EO 39 was. rec-
ommended by the Department of
Agriculture (DA) and the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry (DTI)
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'VOLATILE-PRICE' AREAS
AID-PBBM

and backed by the National Eco-

nomic and Development Authority
(Neda).

Government assistance

HOWEVER, the President gave as-
surances that the government will
continue to provide assistance to
those who live in areas where rice
price remains high, particularly
the National Capital Region (NCR).

“When we looked at the statis-
tics yesterday, the problem is really
in NCR. It is here, where the price
of rice is high. In other areas, when
you look at the price [of rice], they
are already lower than the price
cap;” Marcos said.

Based on the price monitoring
of the Department of Agriculture
in NCR, the price of RMR in the
region ranges from’ P40 to P44 per
kilogram (kg), while for WMR, it
ranges from P44 to P48 per kilo-
gram.

SEE “RICE,” A2
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Envoy: L1thuama eyes
biotech tie-up with PHL

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
W@sam_medenilla

government.

ITHUANIA is keen on

providing the Philippines with

“technological solutions” for
cyber security, green energy, and
biotechnology, according to its envoy.

Lithuanian Non-Resident Am-
"bassador to the Philippines Ri-
cardas Slepavicius'made this
pronouncement to President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos Jr. during the

presentation of his credentials in
Malacafiang last Tuesday.

- Slepavicius said Lithuania is
seeking to strengthen its diplo-

‘matic ties with the Philippine

“We are thinking about co-
operation or partnership which
could bringus together. And defi-
nitely, we do have some techno-
logical solutions, [that] could be
interesting,” he said.

Among the said collaboration,
he said, is on laser development
and production, where Lithuania
is a pioneer.

The President said he is open
to such a partnership since it will
bring in new technology and ex-
pertise to the country.

“I'm convinced that the solu-
tions to the challenges that we're
facing would be technological,
would come from technology,”
Marcos said.

Slepavicius also proposed spe-

. AMB. Ricardas Slepavicius

cial basketball projecfs between
Lithuania and the Philippines.
In a related development, the

Presidentalsoaccepted the creden-
tials of Guatemala Non-Resident
Ambassador Manuel Estuardo
Roldan Barillas last Tuesday.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed possible collaborations on
agriculture, climate action, and
people-to-people relations.

Last September, Department
of Foreign Affairs Secretary En-
rique Manalo and Lithuania’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs Ga-
brielius Landsbergis signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing which sought to strengthen
the partnership between their
countries.

“Although thousands of kilo-
meters separate Lithuania and
the Philippines, we see many
global challenges similarly. The

signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding is another step in
strengthening our partnership
with the Indo-Pacific countries,”
Landsbergis said in a statement.

The heads of the Lithuanian
and Philippine diplomacy also
discussed threats posed by auto-
cratic regimes to the international
order and the necessity tojoin the
international community’s efforts
in countering them.

The Foreign Ministers also
agreed on continuing dialogue
during future visits and pro-
moting more intensive cooper-
ation in business, culture and
other areas.

In2022, Lithuania’s trade turn:
over with the Philippines went up
by 80 percent.

Page_ of
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PRESIDENT Ferdmand R. Metro Manila.

Marcos Jr.haslifted the imple- 'Noong tinitignan naming

mentation of Executive Order 1[‘;;3 ‘yung statistics, ang
prob!

39, whichimposesamandated talagaay ditosaNCR,
price ceiling on regularmilled dxto mataas and presyo ng bi-
and well-milled rice. " Marcos saug

Marcosannounced his deci- gas"Butthat’ snatural dahil nasa
sion on the sidelines of the dis- - city tayo. Matagal bago dumat-
tributionofrice tobeneficiaries ing ang bigas dito at nagiging

" of the Department of Social mahaland rtation, stor-
Welfare and Developments age, processing tee. Dahil doon
(DSWD) Pantawid Pamil kayanaman tumataasand pre-
Pilipi OPﬂﬁmﬂ\(‘ﬂ’S)m - syo dito sa N
ig City on Wednesday. . The President said he had

___“Ithinkit's the appropnate already instructed House of
hmesmcenammuga tayong tatives S er Mar-

‘bigas (we*aredlshbubﬁgnoe) ~tin Romualdez tolaunchapro-
As of today, we are lifting the __gram_that would task the 33
price caps on the rice, for the congressmen from the coun-
regular milled rice and for the  try’s metropolis to distribute
well-milled rice. So, tinatang- rice to affected individuals.
galnanatin® gakmt:p]." . He added that the govem—
esaidina interview. . mentwould continue to watch
Marcos’ announcement “very closely” those who re-
cameaday afterthe Department mamtobeaffectedbythespllte
of Ag11culh1re (DA) and the  in the prices of rice, mcludxr\g
DepartmentofTradeand Indus-  local farmers..
try (DTI) recommended thelift- “Wearelifting the pnce cap
- ing of themand atory riceprice — but beside that, we are :
ceilingsina meetingat othetmeawres," Marcos
"Malacaﬁanl’a]acem a. . “We will continue the assis-
' fO 39, which took effect on  tancethat we have been giving
poses.a price cap of . - bofarmgrsalsotheasmstance

) . that-we
PHP45 perkg.« -4 fhose most ﬂﬂd %vi]eged
milled rice. es,'yungsa pinakamaba-
Despite the lifting of EO 39, | bang (those in the lowest)
Marcos said the gOVEMEnt ~mographic ec;nl:nuc dglu
still needs to addr. e issue dalﬂtalagang ar\gna Es
ofihelugherpn:gsofnoem  hirap.”
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Exacuhveelderagnr?yn?ggtatakda sa presyo ng bi!%gg

sa
Wmﬁ(}ﬁnamm ‘ang kada kilo

ng regular milled rice habang nasaP45kada kilo ang
well-milled rice..
Nilinaw naman ng Pangulo na hindl nangangahulu-
Vganng brii\wf:ng I8 aypababayaannaang
ﬂ\ng“g a:ﬂnaiyo ay gfnnwa nr Marcos sa Tagulg

Irap at mga

‘pagugutom na Filipino.
gggtuloy din umlgno na babanta n?
amngn&mresyo blgas para matlyak ha rrdi mag

alaan
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erdinand a rma y it n aposnduy»-_
0s Jr. ang apat na sinampahan ng patong tuloy ang laban koﬁira‘-._
bodega na. knasuhan patong na kaso k ' at w :

Bureau of Cus oms
) qlahil sa h

Tinu oy ng Panguln - Smi %

gg S ro Ware- ~ Rey ct
jue Sakura

Grain c rporation; S b
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\g " na kahit papaano aniya ay ma- S regular milled rice, P41 ng Price Coondinating Council ong DA at DTL

; per kilo ang itinakdang sagad na Inatasan din ni Marcos ang DA at DTI na tiya-
~ Matatandaang, nito lang na- ‘presyo, habang P45 per kilo na- kin ang maipatutupad ang naturang kautusan. -
ice karaang buwan ng Setyembre, man sa well-milled rice. - Kasama rin sa EO ang direktiba sa Depart-

inaprubaban ni Pangulong Mar- _ Inilabas ang naturang kautu- ment of the Interior and Local Government, pati na
cos ang kautusan na nagtatak- san matapos mabahala si Marcos ang Philippine National Police, na tulungan ang DA

Pangulo na ito na ang tamang da ng limitasyon o “ceiling” sa sasumanbjgxssa at DT] sa pagpapatupad ng kautusan.
panahonparai—]iﬁangrk:eprhe prgyongbigassabmng.bansa. bansa na ngayon sa P45 3 - KRISJOSE
m’ﬁnghbpmym ng Hinikayat din ng Palasyo ang = hanggang P7oangbawatkilo. - '

bigas ang pamahal ~ publiko na isumbong ang mga _Sailalim ng Section 7 ng Re-
" “Yes as of today's we are magtitinda at negosyante na hin- public Act No. 7581, nakasaad na
' Tifting the price caps on the rice  di susunod. i ' may kapangyarihan ang Pangulo
both for the regular milled rice Sa pinirmahang iv magpatupad ng price celling sa
tinatanggal na natin yang mag-

control,” aniyaparin.

n@,ﬁm““-"’m"‘m* Pa-

ay kailangan pa ring ayu-
,angan pa ring tulungan ang mga

pinakamahirap at pinakagutom
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MR, PRESIDENT

MISI‘ULANG nasagadfna ang pasensiya ng mga Px-

lipino sa 1pmangako ‘n'yong murang bigas, ‘Mr. Pre- _

sident. Puno na a.ng’ salop. Kaya naman lumagapak ng.
15 puntos ang approval ratlf{g n’yo nitong Setyembre,

kasxngsakxtnanglagapakngbasangsako ng}ngassa'

summtpataas ang p! ngblgas snnula Kéosto Isi-
ms1 n'yo panga sa eobnomzcsaboteurs angtaas-pres

yo ng bigas, ‘di ba?

7% ~ Pero may dahilan kung | baki:t mnngkm ninyo ang

portfoho ng Agnmﬂture Sec:btary snnula naug ﬂaa—
ging Presidente atang mga ipinakita ninyo samga na-
kalipas na monay mwtulansnaspalams pa sapama
mayggpag ng a,gncultural smugglers, o3

Hmdxlamgngltotungkol sablgas,onakalumﬂan :

n’ yo na ba ang sibuyas, bawang, asukal...? Hindi ko na.
xtutuloy ang litanya kong ito, Sir, dahil nnkakapaggd
— pero dapat itong mag-udyok sa inyong umaksyon!

trust rating. Para bang sinasabi ng mga Pilipino,

malala

myong admmistrasyon

KRS

pagpapagxtna sa krisis ng

madilim na nakaraan ng inyong pamxlya sa larangan
ng puhtxka

kayougibababaangpresyo ngblgas sa‘

Kayabumagsakdlnngmnhpuntcsangmyongf

“Ipm:i’gkahwala namin sa ‘yo ang pagreso[ba sa prob-
lemang 1to, pero‘sa mSﬂ gmagawa mo iy lalo ldng lﬁ-

Mahnaw na umabot na sa sukdulan ahgmaagang,

Matagal nang npgpapasenmyq ang mga thpiqo, na
nasblsaypangnsamyongpaskakatqqm sa kabilang.

L!BRARY

T. OF AGRICULTURE

mnﬂnayinam -'
kay bumawi sa.
mnwmmmmhMWM'
‘han lang kayong-nag- empakebgmgabagnang higit
pasa*mﬁeseskadataonpambunﬁyahe painbn\srng« -
bansa ‘Mistulang sa inyo rin talaga ito, Mr: Marcos. -

| PUSEEE nang tuparm ang’ inyong ipinangako at"

tumupa&nuihsamyongtungku]m Umaa' W na ang
kumukulong sinaing, athu;s i n'yo maaaring
angkalansabagaynalto. : :

3 'ﬁsﬂ:.in‘,

: .4;

. fMAGBAGO KA NA, INDAY! I
HUWAG nating kalimutan ang pangalawang :bers:-
yon mPBBM, si Vice President Sara Duterte, na hindi
rin nalalayn sa kanya ang kapalaran. ‘Pasadsad ang
kanyang approval"mtmgs, ‘mas mabilis pa sa pa,gbulu—
sok pababa ng lobong may lead, at hindi na ito naka-
kagulat para sa isang nilustay ang kanyang P125 mil-

‘yon confidential at intelhgeneg funds sa Ioohlamang.,
ngdalaWanshnsso :

[ Panahon nang Ynagmg responsable naman sa

: paggastos' VP ‘Sara. Ma;mt na nnututukan ng pub-.
liko ang inyong expense reports at ang inyong naka-
kalula.ng paraan ng paggastps ng pondo ay umaani ng.
,masmarammgpagmp kaysa palakpakan. }hndlang
mahengutoang magbibigay-katuparan sa inyong am-
bxsyon sa 2028 Ang tamang rec:pe para sai tyo ay ;ang

: paababﬂso Paes % :

SHQKI‘ BURS’I‘S Para sa mga komento o reakst

yon, maghangll sa ﬁnnghne@ymaﬂ com a xﬁhg post
sa @S:db View saX app.-

-* * * :

Usoees b Brrat )
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yerno laban sa San Pedro wue-
house and Blue Sakura Agn
Grains Co: FS. Ostia
Rice Mill, Gold Rush Rice MlIl
at iba pa.
sa Taguig City, si- ~ Ang rice smugglers, ayonsa
ﬁamulo na naghain na Pangulo, sinampahan ng pagla-
g bag sa Customs Modernization

~ Leader Joel Villanueva ang of Social WGIfare and Development Assistance to Individuals in

T mlﬂ Aﬂti PAYOUTS PABASA 1,370 BENEPISYARYO SA BINAN- Pinangunahan ni Senate Majority
Crisis Situation at Department of Labor and Employment Tulong Panghanap-Buhay sa Disadvantaged/

 Displaced Workers payouts sa Bifian, Laguna para sa 1,000 solo parents at 370 displaced workers na sinak-
“$ihan nina City Congresswoman Len Alonte, ViceMayorGelAlonlaatSta Rosa Congressman Dan
Femandez opisyal at empleyado ng DSWD at DOLE. _

'_ nangalanan ni PBIM

and “Tariff Act, Riee Tantﬁcatmn
Law at Anti-Agricultural Smug-

 gling Act of 2016 (Repubhc Act
No. 10845)

Bagong Pilipinas uapo tayo
ngayon, at atin pong susugpuin
ang mga hindi po lumalaban

‘nang patas. Wala pong puwang

sa lipunan ang mga na

- mang at nang-aapi sa kapwa,
 aniya parin. !

Ang pahaynﬁ na ito ng Pa-

* ngulo ay binanggit niya sa pama-
- mahagi ng bigas sa Taguig City

University Gymnasium, General
Santos Avenue, Lower Bicutan sa
Taguig City kung saan tiniyak niya
sa mga mamamayang Filipino na

desidido ang gobyerno sa hakbang
unonatqahmangﬁndsauuﬂyt
sa bansa. '

Sa kabilang dako, ang 1pu1a~

mahaging bigas sa € y
ng Taguig ay bahagi ng

nce na nasaba’t sa

.paabotng "ngwarmng"la-‘

ban sa mga rice smugglers na

angadmlmstrasyon ay hindi
rlamanguupoatwalauggaga
‘tuldukan

win. para - -ang kani-

lang iligal na gawain na labis p:

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

na nakasasaklt h1nd1 lamang ngblhhmsamerkado, ayon kay

ni Pangulong Marcos na ang
rice smugglers ay kakasuhan ng
sa Republic Act No.

lt'l‘bpﬂbhcAetNO.JSBL .

& o\-ﬁ.h-t c

h-.p.-n.-u'c-,
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" Rice prices to fall post EO 39

A file photo shows a man operating a crate lifter to carry sacks of rice in Pasay City, Sept. 17. 2018. (Reuters Photo)

BY IRMA ISIP

TRADE Secretary Alfredo Pas-
cual said with harvest and imports
boosting supply, the price of rice
could even fall below the previ-
ously set price caps on regular
milled rice (RMR) and well-milled
rice (WMR).

The price caps of P41 and P45
per kilogram for RMR and WMR,
respectively, imposed under Ex-
ecutive Order (EO) 39 were lifted
by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
yesterday.

Pascual said in a press confer-
ence the price of rice has gone
down to below these caps, some as
low as P38 per kilogram in rice-
producing areas like Regions 2 and
3 where logistics is not needed.

Pascual also said the Philip-
pines’level of rice self-sufficiency
is now at 95 percent, with 5 petcent
to be fulfilled by imports.

Fhillip Sawali, director of the
Fair Trade and'Enforcement Bu-
reau ,said the price of rice is now
near the price caps, at P41.05 for

RMR and P45.31 WMR.

“Market forces will now play
when the prices are no longer man-
dated. DTT has a continuing role
post EO 39. We will continue to
monitor the prices of rice. We will
continue to do our job. We have a
mechanism to monitor supply and
prices,” Sawali said.

Sawali said as of September 28,

the compliance rate on the price
caps is a high of 81.46 percent

These are all indications of a
stable supply of stocks.

Sawali added world prices are
declining and imports are expected
to atrive to augment local harvest
which would lift inventory levels.

Data from the BPI's National
Plant Quarantine Services Divi-
sion, as much as 2.62 million metric
tons of imported rice has arrived
in the country as of September 28.

Bulk of the said volume at 2.35
million MT equivalent to 89.7 per-
cent of the total shipments were
from Vietnam.

The Federation of Free Farm-
ers (FFF) said the lifting of the

price ceilings will stabilize palay
prices during the ongoing harvest
season and provide incentives for
farmers to expand their production
and reduce our reliance on imports.

The Samahang Industriya ng
Agrikultura said farmgate price
of play is now steady between P23
and P25 per kg while retail prices
of WMR can be sold between P43
and 44 per kg,

Gerald Glenn Panganiban,
director of the Bureau of Plant
and Industry, eatlier said the Phil-
ippines is expected to harvest 1.9
million metric tons (MT) of rice
this month which will boost na-~
tional buffer stocks of the staple
to 74 days from 52 days at present.

Based on monitoring by the De-
partment of Agriculture on public
markets in the National Capital
Region as of yesterday when
ptice caps were lifted, the price of
WMR is between P44 to P48 per
kg; and RWR range between P40
and P44 per kg

See RICE> Page A2
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The price of imported well
milled rice is at P45 to P48 per kg.

Imported rice ranged from
P53 to P60 for special variety and
P52 to P58 for premium.

For local rice, special variety
was at P54 to P62 per kg and
premium at P47 to P60 per kg.
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Meanwhile, Pascual also said
the DTI will complete the cash
assistance program to rerailers
affected by the month-long im-
position of the price ceiling

Sawali said 5,738 micro and
small retailers have yet to get
their P15,000 cash aid under the

Page:

Department of Social Welfare
and Development’s Sustainable
Livelihood Barangay.

About P217 million has been
released to 14,480 qualified
recipients which is 73 percent
of the targer of 19,695. - Jed
Macapagal
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Cagayan towns bet on
coffee intercropping

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

E Department of Agriculture-Regional

2 (DA-Region 2) office is pushing for

the intercropping of coffee in coconut

plantations in Cagayan province, asserting it
could almost double the income of farmers.

Enrique de la Cruz, High-Value
Crops Development Program
(HVCDP) Region 2 (Cagayan Val-
ley) focal person, highlighted the
viability of cultivating coffee in
coconut plantations. The HVCDP
is a program under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA).

“Coffee is the biggest commod-
ity in the world and its demand
continues to increase in the mar-
ket,” de la Cruz said.

“The income from coffee is big,
reaching P400,000 per hectare. By
growing coconuts, you can double
your income and it will be a big
help in your livelihood, ” he added.

The DA-Region 2 office recently
launched the Coconut Farmers
and Industry Development Plan
(CFIDP) in the towns. of Sanchez

' Mira and Pamplona with the Phil-

ippine Coconut Authority (PCA)
and other partner-agencies. The
event highlighted the planting of
coffee seedlings in coconut farms
in the area.

Encouraging farmers during
the event, DA-Region 2 Officer

in Charge Director for Opera-
tions Roberto Busania shared
the advantages of coconut-coffee
integration.

“We have to produce more
coffee and utilize the resources
by intercropping coconut with
coffee, as well as raising chicken
and growing vegetables,” Busania
added.

The event also included the
turnover of agricultural inputs and
the signing of a tripartite agree-
ment on Coconut-Based Coffee
or Cacao Enterprise Project with
farmers cooperatives and associa-
tions, and the two local govern-
ment uits, ‘

Sanchez Mira Mayor Abraham
Bagasin thanked the DA-Region 2
office headed by Officer in Charge
Executive Director Rose Mary
Aquino for choosing his town as
the recipient of the CFIDP.

“This is a welcome development
forus since Sanchez Mira is known
as the main source of coconut in
the province and supplying not
only Cagayan Valley but other

1
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regions,” Bagasin said.

“With this project, we are hop-
ing to further grow the coconut
industry that will help elevate
the lives of our countrymen,” the
mayor added. i

Assistance
given to farmers

During the event, Manolito Leon-
ardo, president of the Sanchez
Mira Coconut Tall Farmers Inc.,
received P1.345 million worth
of agricultural inputs including
coffee seedlings to be planted
under coconut trees, fertilizers
and cutters. -

Leonardo assured the DA-Re-
gion 2 office that the assistance
given to his association will not
g0 to waste.

Dennis Andres, PCA Region 2
manager, explained that thecoconut
program is in line with the plan of
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., also
the concurrent Agriculture secretary,
to ensure farmers’ productivity
through integration.

“The potential of planting other
crops under coconuts is so great
that is why we are introducing this
technology,” Andres said.

Carol Albay, HVCDP Region 2
coordinator, also challenged the
group to make their coconut farms
more productive.

“This s just the beginning of our
partnership. We still have a lot to

do because the CFIDP is not just
a one-time activity but will con-
tinue to be carried out for years
to come,” Albay said, adding that
the farmers of Sanchez Mira are
fortunate to be part of the CFIDP
in Cagayan.

In Pamplona, the Curva Farm-
ers Association received 2,500

- pieces of coffee seedlings, 11 bags

of controlled release fertilizer and
28 bags of organic fertilizer as
assistance.

Also, the Atta Tappa Tribal As-

- sociation received 8,500 pieces

of coffee seedlings, 38 bags of

.controlled release fertilizer and a

brush cutter worth to P687,000;
and the Pamplona Isnag Tribe

- received P621,000 worth of cof-

fee seedlings, controlled release
fertilizer, organic fertilizer and a
soil auger.

Furthermore, the Bagu Coco-
nut Planters Association received
P617,500 worth of agricultural
inputs while the Santa Cruz Farm-
ers Association received the same
interventions worth P194,000
from the DA-Region 2 office.

Pamplona Mayor Digna Anto-
nio, represented by the members
of the municipal council, Munici-

pal Agriculturist Maxon Panaga, °

and other municipal and barangay
officials, and farmers groups also
thanked the DA-Region 2 office

for the assistance given to their

farmers. !
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Partnership to develop
vaccine for tilapia virus

' THE Department of Agri-

_culture-National Fisheries

, Research and Develop-

, ment Institute (DA-

. NFRDI) and the Chung
Yuan Christian University

! (CYCU) have signed an

i agreement for a two-year

i partnership to develop an

i oral subunit protein vac-

i cine to combat the tilapia

E lake virus.

Lilian Garcia, DA-NFRDI
executive director, empha-
sized the role of tilapia
aquaculture in ensuring
food security and the
industry’s responsibility to
provide a consistent and
sustainable food supply.

“The issue of food se-
curity is critical, not only
within the Philippines but
globally. Climate change,

This project, which
harnesses the innovative
Baculovirus Expression
Vector System, is funded
by the Department of
Science and Technology-
Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Aquatic and
Natural Resources Re-
search and Development.
The research will evaluate
the vaccine’s safety, effec-

the pandemic and geo-
political events have
disrupted food security.
Additionally, the sta-

tus of our coastal areas
adds complexity to the
situation. In this context,
prioritizing aquaculture
is imperative due to its
potential in food produc-
tion,” she said.

For ‘ng-Yuan

tiveness and production
costs within controlled
laboratory conditions.
Casiano Choresca Jr.,
Scientist I, serves as the
project leader. He is the
chief of the DA-Fisheries
Biotechnology Center and
serves as the officer in
charge at NFRDI's Brack-
ish Fisheries Research and
Development Center.

Wu, head of the Genetic
Engineering Laboratory
and dean of the College
of Science of CYCU, ex-
pressed optimism on the
potential for cooperation
with DA-NFRDI in ad-
dressing various fisher-
ies-related challenges,
drawing connections to
solutions found in rice
and tilapia science. TMT
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EYES WIDE OPEN

IRIS GONZALES
B

Today’s menu: Chicken
pork adobo inflation

o which came first — high-
Ser prices of eggs or higlg-ler

prices of chicken? Like most -
chicken-and-egg situations, this
is a puzzle. What is clear is that
prices of both poultry products
and eggs have skyrocketed and
they remain high.

But for chicken prices alone, it's
not difficult to understand why
prices are actually higher than they should probably
be. A quick check of prices in smaller neighborhood
convenience stores and the bigger retail chains would
show this is not as puzzling. '

It may be because some big retailers sell their chicken
products at much higher prices compared to smaller
community convenience stores.

Simply put, bigger retailers have bigger mark-ups
amidst this high inflation environment.

These bigger retailers or supermarkets sell chicken at
around P205 to P230 per kilo while smaller convenience
stores sell their products at P150 to P180 per kilo.

This means that even if they get their chicken prod-
ucts at cheaper prices especially for imported chicken
— at P87 to P90 per kilo for instance, these bigger su-
permarkets have a mark-up of more than 100 percent.

The Department of Agriculture monitoring for
chicken, meanwhile, showed prices at P185.17 per kilo
for whole chicken, based on prices from Sept. 18 to 22.

Clearly, even with imported chicken in the market,
retail prices of chicken products have not gone down.

Local vs imported

Against this backdrop, it's easy to understand why
local poultry producers are crying foul because the,
cheaper imported chicken continues to be available in
the market and yet prices have not gone down signifi-
cantly. .

Consumers also don’t realize that some of these
products have been frozen for some time.

I've been to cold storage facilities of importers (not
chicken) and I learned that some imported meat prod-
ucts stay in the freezer for months and yes, even years.

One also can’t help but notice some of these imported
chicken parts appear big and plump but they shrink
when they are cooked.

This is because they are injected with more water and
additives to make them plump and heavier to adhere
to standard size and weight when shipped. As I wrote
in a previous column, British newspaper The Guardian
has published an investigative reporton this years ago.

The downside of this is that these chicken parts in-
evitably lose their flavor when cooked in hot frying oil.

On the other hand, local chicken remains fresh, or at
least as fresh as local logistics would allow.

2 LIBRARY
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Pork

~ Prices of pork are also higher in the bigger retailers;
smaller stores sell them-<at roughly P290 to P340 per
kilo while the bigger chains’ tabs sl):ow- a hefty P385 or
more per kilo. i

The DA’s monitoring showed that pork kasin, the
favorite part used in adobo, is at P296 per kilo from
P287 per kilo a year ago.

Those of us who do the grocery shopping ourselves
know this for sure. Unfortunately, consumers are at the
losing end in this profits game.

Inflation

There is no doubt inflation is a culprit for much of
the ordinary Filipinos’ daily economic misery but profi-
teering and hoarding by our traders are exacerbating
the situation.

President Marcos needs to address these problems
because Filipinos, as I said, are desperate for I]?\elp.

For sure, it's one of the reasons Marcos’ approval
rating saw its sharpest fall since he became president
last year.

A recent survey by Pulse Asia Research Inc. showed
his approval rating decline by-double digits or 15 per-
centage points to 65 percent in September from three
months ago, based on a survey of 1,200 adults from Sept.
10 to 14 or shortly after the government reported that
August inflation accelerated to 5.3 percent.

On Thursday, September inflation report will be out
and analysts and economists a higher print as well.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) said that
while the Philippine economy emerged strongly from
the pandemic, the overall picture remains blurry, wors-
ened by global shocks and inflation.

Against this backdrop, it now sees our economy
growing slower due to persistently high inflation, with
economic growth projected at 5.3 percent for the year, a
decrease from its July estimate of 6.2 percent.

This adjustment follows a second quarter slowdown
in growth'and an anticipation of continued high infla-
tion negatively impacting consumer demand.

The main downside risks to the outlook include
persistently high global and domestic inflation, the IMF
said late Tuesday.

The IMF expects inflation to average close to six
percent for the year, before easing to approximately 3.5
percent in 2024.
 Italsosaid decisive monetary tightening by authorities
helped mitigate inflationary pressures but core inflation
remains elevated and inflation risks are tilted to the upside.

For sure, we're facing a complicated problem which
calls for decisive solutions, including calling out retail-
ers and hoarders; increased vaccination against swine
flu; making supply chains more efficient and really
supporting local growers to improve local supply, es-
pecially as many food exporting countries are resorting
to food nationalism.

We really need to boost domestic production so we

“are not vulnerable when other countries decide they

don’t want to export their products for now. One way to
do this is to boost infrastructure and bring farmers closer
to the market. Subsidies should only be temporary as
these hurt state coffers. _

Big problems, indeed, call for big solutions. Until
we resolve this, the top item on our menus will not be
food but inflation. :

* * *

Email: eyesgonzales@gmail.com. Follow her on Twit-

ter @eyesgonzales. Column archives at EyesWideOpen

on Facebook.
<
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NDA, Taiwanese 1nst1tute 1nk MOU on agrl research

VI' HE National Dairy Au-
thority (NDA), an at-
tached agency of the De-
partment of Agnculture (DA),
- recently forged a'memorandum
of understanding (MOU) for
agricultural research collabora-
tion with the Taiwan Livestock
Research Institute (TLRI).
. The MOU was signed by NDA
Administrator Gabriel L. Laga-

mayo and TLRI Director General

Jeng-Fang Huang last September
. 26 in Taiwan.

This milestone MOU, signed at
the Livestock ResearchInstitutein
* Taichung, Taiwan, paves the way
for an enhanced working relation-
~ ship between the NDA and TLRL

The agreement is founded on the
- principles of mutual cooperation,

" with theaim of fostenngafnendly
and productive partnership that
advances research and technology
in agriculture, the NDA said in a
statement.

During dJscussmns surround-
ing the MOU, a range of vital top-
ics were discussed. Conversations

revolved around crucial aspects
such as climate change adapta—
tion and mitigation, innovative

- -feeding practices, the integra-

tion of cutting-edge technology
in dairy farming, advancements

. in robotics, the ut;hgatmn of bio-

informatics, and the exploration
of genetic enhancements, among
other pivotal theres.

“These discussions underscore
the commitment of both parties
to explore, innovate, and excel in

dairy research and development
NDA said.

The MOU outlines a compre-,

hensive framework for. collabo-
ration, including the facilitation
of joint research initiatives, the
exchange of ‘scientists and re-
searchers, engagement with dairy
growers and various stakehold-
ers, cross-border study visits and
training programs, active partici-
pation in scientific seminars and
conferences, and the seamless ex-

" change of scientific materials and

valuable information.

“We are excited by the pos-.

sibilities this collaboration

offers. At the NDA, we are

dedicated to fortifying our in-

ternational partnerships, par-«:
: tlcularly in the realm of dairy

mdustry research and develop-
ment,” said Lagamayo. .

“This strategic affiliation
opens avenues for cross-border
learning, enabling us to share
insights and best practices with
esteemed global partners. We
are honored to include Taiwan
Livestock Research Institute

" among our valued collaborators

in Southeast Asia.”

Several other agencies under
the DA have demonstrated their
commitment to the initiative, in-
cluding the Philippine Carabao

Center, Agricultural Training .

Institute, Bureau of Animal In-
dustry, and the Philippine Coun-
cil for Agricultural, Aquatic, and

- Natural Resources Research and

Development.
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ASF—hlt hog ralsers in Batac City get aid

AOAG Czty«——After declar-
. ing the province of Ilocos

i Norte free from African

swine fever (ASF), the Batac City
government through its Veteri-
nary Office on Wednesday dis-
' tributed one piglet and starter

package each to 308 hog raisers.

“The starter package consists
of dewormer, antibiotic, vitamins
andstarter feeds,” City Veterinary
Office chief Dr. Ramonito Baltazar

-

said in an 1nterv1ew

. Hesaid the selected benef1c1a- : :
ries were previously hit by ASF.

Toavail of the recoveryaid from

the city government, Baltazar

said'the beneficiaries underwent
a seminar to educate them about
successfully raising piglets.

“In case the piglet shows symp-
toms of snckness, we encourage
our hog raisers to report it im-

mediately to the City Veterinary -

Office at the City Hall he added.
The city’s distribution of pig-
lets and start-up packages is to
boost ‘the h‘qg’-_i”x__idustry in the
province.. . .
Swine raisers in the province

are gradually recovering from

ASF infection through various
government support.

Last September, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture turned over
PHP20 million to a farmer’s

=

AL

multi-purpose cooperative in
Sarrat town to help speed up the
repopulation program for ASE-
affected livestock farmers.
Aside from the DA hog repap-
ulation program, provincial vet-

_erinarian Loida Valenzuela on

Wednesday reminded hog raisers
to strlctl'y ‘practice biosecurity
measures to prevent ASE.

The Provincial Vetermary Of-

- fice said based on surveillance

operations, people brought in the
virus aftervisiting farmsin other

areas. Philippine News Agency
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Searca pushes climate-smart agri

THE Southeast Asian Regional
Center for Graduate Study and
Research in Agriculture (Searca)
conducted virtual learning ses-
sions on climate-smart villages
(CSVs) to enhance the capacities
of participants to promote, dis-
seminate and advocate for local
platforms for scaling inclusive
forms of climate-smart agriculture
(CSA) and anticipatory climate
adaptation.

Searca Director Glenn Grego-
rio said these learning sessions
jointly offered with the Inter-
national Institute of Rural Re-
construction (IIRR) from Sept.
19 to 20, 2023, via Zoom, were
part of an eight-day blended
course “Climate-Smart Villages
as Platforms for Community-
Level Anticipatory Climate
Adaptation to Improve Food

Security and Resiliency.”

A module was delivered virtu-
ally with 22 participants attend-
ing the sessions from academic
institutions, nongovernment oI-
ganizations, the private sector
and government agencies from
Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar,
the Philippines, Thailand and
Germany.

Other modules were provided
onsite through a roving work-
shop from Sept. 25 to 30, 2023,
where participants visited sites in
Bailen, General Emilio Aguinaldo
in Cavite; Pagbilao and Guinay-
angan in Quezon; and Los Bafios,
Laguna.

The six-day roving workshop al-
lowed participants to witness first-
hand how food systems-sensitive
climate change adaptation plat-

forms are established, sustained

and scaled at community levels.

On behalf of the Searca direc-
tor, the webinar participants were
welcomed by associate professor
Joselito Florendo, Searca deputy
director for administration. He
highlighted the role ia village in
scaling CSA, emphasizing that “it
takes a village to scalé up climate-
smart agriculture.”

During the online session, Em-
ily Monville-Oro, IIRR-Asia acting
regional director, provided an
overview of the hybrid methodol-
ogy used in the course covering
various concepts on CSVs.

Packed with knowledge sharing
and learning from both the speak-
ers and participants, the online
sessions with selected participants
also discussed climate change in-
terventions of their organizations,
the challenges they encountered

and the lessons they learned.
Experts also made presentations
on CSV, agrobiodiversity, nature-
based solutions, food systems and
community-based adaptation.
They included Julian Gon-
salves, IIRR senior advisor; Dan-
ny Hunter, Alliance Biodiversity
International and CIAT senior
scientist; Dindo Campilan, re-
gional director for Asia and hub
director for Oceania of the Inter-
national Union for Conservation
of Nature; Alice Ilaga, director
of Climate Resilient Agriculture
Office of the Department of
Agriculture and Asean Climate
Resilience Network focal point
for the Philippines; Jessica Fanzo,
University of Columbia professor
in New York; and Magnolia Mo-
simo, IIRR operations director.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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'US poultry breeder
eyes Phl operations

Alabama-based poultry breeding
company Aviagen Inc. is eyeing to
set up operations in the Philippines

as part of an agricultural technology

trade mission with other US firms that
are eyeing to invest in the country’s
agriculture sector to help contribute
to food security. R

Aviagen is considering expanding
its distribution network and setting
up operations in the country amid
insufficient supply for its products, its
Asia-Pacific business manager Rafael

. Monleon said in a press briefing Mon-
day evening.

“We already have established cus-
tomers over here that distribute our
products. However, sometimes the
availability in the supply of our prod-
ucts is insufficient. What we are con-
sidering is expanding our distribution
networks, perhaps our own operation
here. We are exploring possibilities on
these,” he said. -

Establishing operations in the coun-
try would allow the US firm to address
supply gaps for quality breeder stock
by injecting capacity and volume in the
local market. ‘ : :

“The Philippine industry has a very
vibrant poultry industry, it has been
growing very well over all these years
and there is a demand for quality broiler
breeding stock, which is what our com-
pany specializes in,” Monleon said.

Currently, the US company is doing
a feasibility study on its possible invest-
ment in the country. S

“We do not have a timeline and
what we are really doing is exploring
the possibilities of entering this market
and continuing to support our current
distributors,” the company official said.

Meanwhile, Northwest Missouri

State University is also looking to set up.
an exchange program through scholar-
ship grants. e

“For us, education is not something
that, it’s not like actual business. The
power of knowledge is very impor-
tant...When we look at the future, and
where the Philippines is going, I think
there is definitely going to be a strong
return on investment on education. Our
limitation is the cost and also the inter-
est,” NMSU director Thomas Merlot -
said. ]

Aviagen and Northwest. Missouri
State University are among the 10 US
firms that joined the agritech trade
mission in Davao City and Manila from
Sept. 28 to Oct. 4.

“This agricultural technology trade
mission injects innovation into this re-
lationship, vastly expanding opportuni-
ties for Filipino farmers by connecting
them to US technology solutions. In-
deed, many of these companies already
contribute to Philippine food security
and play a critical role in our growing
agriculture partnership,” US Ambassa-
dor MaryKay Carlson said during the
trade mission reception.

Agriculture cooperation is central to
the US and Philippine economic part-
nership and trade, which the US Ambas-
sador described as “strong, enduring,

_and growing.”

“Bilateral trade hit all-time highs in
2021 and 2022, and we are on track for
another new record this year,” Carlson
said. _ ;

The trade mission follows the five-
day official visit of President Marcos
to the US last May which yielded $1.3
billion in investment pledges with the
potential to create 6,700 jobs.

—Danessa Rivera -

Page of



Date: O<T° OS/ UL Page: B y

9 LIBRARY
K& pZPT.OF AGCRICULTURE

Young farmer in Abra calls on YOuth to be part of agriculture

auro Cacho is a farmer from

Abra who has been involved in

farming since he was young. -

In 2015, Lauro established the
Kido Integrated Farm through hard
work and dedication.

Lauro worked as a driver in Manila
in 1992. Despite being away from the
farm, Lauro's passion for agriculture
remained strong, and he kept himself
informed by regularly reading the
Manila Bulletin Agriculture magazine
and attending the Agri-Kapihan, a
free forum for farming enthusiasts
where farmers gathered to exchange
their experiences, every Sunday.
Through these gatherings, the AANI
Mango Industry Association was
formed, and Lauro became a member.

After acquiring valuable knowl- & / s [ op rea AR g
edge and technology about farming, - (auro Cacho s the owner of Kido Integrated Farm. (Photos from Kido Integrated Farm)
Lauro retired from his job in Manila
and returned to his hometown in Abra.
Back in Abra, Lauro focuses on mango
production and flower induction,
while also tending to his rice farm.

L i
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However, the income from tarm-
ing was insufficient to cover Lauro’s
children's education expenses. In
2008, he made the difficult decision
to seek employment abroad in order
to support his family. Upon returning
to the Philippines in 2014, Lauro
used the money he had
saved from his over-
seas work to fulfill a
lifelong dream —
buying his own
farm. /

Pursuit

of a dream

In 2015,
Lauro initiat-
ed the devel-
opment of his
farm, which
spans over 1.5
hectares. While
the farm prac- .
tices organic farm-
ing methods, it has
not yet been officially ‘
certified. Lauro consistently
attended training sessions and semi-
nars organized by the Department of
Agriculture. _

Lauro did not return to mango
farming due to the widespread use
of chemical substances in the mango
industry. Instead, he chose to explore
. organic farming methods. Addition-
. ally, in 2018, Lauro, together with the

organic farming enthusiasts of Abra,

formed the Abra Organic Practitioner
Agriculture Cooperative, reflecting
their dedication to promoting organic
agriculture practices within the com-

munity.

Essence of integrated
farming
Lauro's commitment to sus-
tainable agriculture extends
beyond natural farm-
ing; he also practices
_ integrated farm-
, ing both crop
A cultivation
- and animal
raising into
4 his agri-
cultural
endeavors.
Lauro
has gained
valuable
insights
into the sig-
nificance of
operating an
- integrated farm
that encompass-
es multiple crops and
farming components. This
approach proves its worth -when one
crop faces challenges or fails, as there
are other elements within the farm to
help offset the expenses.

For instance, Lauro has included
sugarcane in his farm, primarily used
for vinegar production. Additionally,
Lauro cultivates a diverse range of
crops, including peanuts, sorghum,

ing, incorporat- - .
~ies. Sorghum has garnered significant

white corn, and rice. After the rice
season, he strategically plants low-
land vegetables such as ampalaya,
eggplant, and tomatoes. This diversity -
in crops ensures a continuous source
of income and helps mitigate financial
risks associated with crop failures.
Lauro's interest in sorghum was
sparked by a video featuring the for-
mer Department of Agriculture secre-
tary, Manny Pinol. Impressed by the
potential of sorghum, Lauro ventured

_into its cultivation and now grows

red, white, and Sudan grass variet-

interest from others, leading Lauro
to sell and deliver sorghum seeds. A
regular customer specifically requests
organic sorghum to use as feed for
their hamsters and birds. Lauro ap-
preciates sorghum's resilience, as it
is both drought-tolerant and resistant
to pests.

The same principle applies to the
animal component of Lauro's farm,
where they raise chickens, pigs, and
goats. This diversified approach to
farming not only offers financial
security but also contributes to the
overall resilience and sustainability of
Lauro's agricultural endeavors.

Preserving indigenous crops

and raising native animals.
Lauro's farm includes the preser-
vation of native peanuts, character-
ized by their small size and distinctive
red color. Additionally, they cultivate
heirloom rice known as Balatinaw,
which is a black rice variety. Lauro's
decision to grow black rice is based

Page_2? of 53
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The height of sorghum can reach up to 15
feet or more. :

on its superior nutritional value com-
pared to white rice. Being unpolished,
black rice contains higher levels of
fiber and essential nutrients.

- “1 firmly believe that preserving
native and heirloom crop varieties is
essential,” Lauro said. “Not only do
they offer superior taste compared to
the common commercial varieties, but
they also have higher nutritional val-
ue, promoting a healthier lifestyle."

Initially, they raised Dekalb brown
chickens, but due to susceptibility
to illnesses, they transitioned back
to native chicken breeds. Lauro also
tends to native goats and pigs. 3
~_“What sets my approach apart is
the diet I provide them, which isn't
comprised of commercial feeds,”

LIBRARY
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Lauro said. “Through the Department
of Agriculture's organic program, I
was trained in producing our own
animal feeds." y
Advocating for natural farming
Lauro fondly recalls a valuable les-

. son from their grandfather during his -

youth - the collection and scattering
of carabao manure. “Little did I realize -
at the time that these were valuable
fertilizers,” he said. “Over the years, |
I've come to understand that organic |
farming practices are like going back
to these traditional methods.” |
Lauro recognizes that the use of
commercial and synthetic fertiliz-
ers and pesticides, while potentially
increasing crop yields, can have det- |

. rimental effects on both the environ-

ment and human health. This real-
ization has motivated him to adopt
organic farming practices, prioritizing
the well-being of his family.

As an advocate for organic farm-
ing, Lauro emphasizes the importance
of returning to natural farming meth-
ods to reduce chemical usage. “In
today's world, where numerous health
concerns are associated with the food
we consume, this approach holds even
greater importance," he said.

, Passing on the legacy

Lauro's lifelong connection to
farming has instilled a profound pas-
sion for it and he hopes to pass on to
his children. “What I've noticed is that
my children share a genuine interest
in farming and are enthusiastic about
helping me manage our farm, particu-
larly when it comes to marketing our
products online,” he said.

He encourages the youth to explore
farming and develop an interest in
this essential field. He often pondered,
"What will happen if farmers like us
are no longer around, especially since
most of the youth today are not inter-
ested in working on farms?"

Lauro urges his children to par-
ticipate in agriculture, even if they
have pursued degrees outside of the
field because he believes that while
many youths today may not be keen
on farming, we truly need more of
them to engage in agriculture.

In solidarity with fellow farmers
practicing organic farming, Lauro
expresses a heartfelt wish for oth-
ers to gradually transition to natural
farming practices. “By reducing
dependence on harmful chemicals,
farmers can not only contribute to a_
healthier environment but also lead
healthier lives themselves,” he said.

Page_ 3 of 3
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Soybeans rebound

CANBERRA- Chicago soybean
futures rose on Wednesday as the
US dollar eased from 11-month
highs, but prices remained near
their lowest since 2021 amid signs
of a better-than-expected US hat-
vest and rapid planting of crops
in Brazil.

Corn prices also gained but
wheat fell. .

“We are seeing more soybean
supply coming in and putting pres-
sure on the market,” said Andrew
Whitelaw at Australian agricultural
consultancy Episode 3.

Most-active Chicago Board of
Trade (CBOT) soybean futures
were up 0.6 percent at $12.80-1/4
a bushel.

Prices have fallen around 9
percent in the last five weeks
and slipped to $12.57 on Tuesday,
equaling an 18-month low seen
in June. ‘

Soybeans have been pushed
lower by a stronger US dollar,

which makes dollar-priced beans
mote expensive for buyers with
other currencies and can redude
demand.. :
The US harvest is well underway,
boosting supply, and government
data this week showed a slight
improvement in bean condition
ratings.
Commodity broker StoneX
raised its forecast for the av
US soybean yield to 50.4 bushels
an acre from 50.1, estimating US
production at 4:175 billion bushels.
While private sales of 265,000
metric tons of US soybeans to
China suggested thete are buyers
in the market, basis values for soy-
beans shipped by barge to the Us
Gulf Coast and loaded for expott
were steady to lower on Tuesday,
Meanwhile, a report on Mon-
day showed farmers in Brazil, the
wotld’s biggest soybean producer,
were planting new crops at the
fastest pace on record. .-Rmters’,"
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Current agnfood models wasteful unsustamable—FAO

HE Food'and
Agriculture
Organization of the

United Nations (FAQ said
the current ways in which

foods and fibers are produced,

consumed and distributed
need “urgent change” if
nations want to cut waste and
achieve food security.

FAO Director-General Qu’
Dongyu said reducing food
loss and waste represents a
“triple win opportunity” with
immediate positive impact
on food security, climate
benefits, and increased
availability of nutritious food
while improving the overall
sustainability of agrifood
systems.

“Business as usual is
no longer an option, but
this could only changed
if all partners and players
made a concerted effort
to implement identified -
actions,” Qu said in his
speech during a recent event
to mark the International
Day of Awareness and Food

- Loss and Waste. _

Currently more than 13

percent of food produced

globally is lost in the supply
chain from after harvest and
prior to retail, and a further
17 percent is wasted in
households, in food services
and in retail, according to
FAO and UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) statistics.
At the same time, millions

-of people across the world are

malnotrrished, and the world
is off course to achieve most

- globally agreed nutrition

targets. Healthy diets are an
essential part of addressing
this issue, yet more than 3.1

‘billion people were unable to

afford a healthy diet in 2021,

Food loss app

TO monitor the progress

and use data for continued
improvement, FAO launched
last September 29 a food loss
app dubbed FLAPP. “This app
will allow the crowd-sourcing
of information from farmers
to better understand where

in the value chain losses
occur, and to provide concrete
solutions.” ;

. The UN agency said much of
its work on the ground focuses
on the reduction of loss in

the supply chain, i.e. loss that
occurs between harvest and
the market, while UNEP’s role
is to work more on waste at
the retail and household level.

Among the areas in
which FAO has been active
is supporting micro-, small
and medium enterprises in
Thailand in pinpointing food
loss hotspots and helping
to put in place measures to"
mitigate the losses.

Elsewhere, FAO has
introduced improved,
sustainable bulk packaging
along with good post-harvest
management practice, to
transport fresh produce in a
number of countries in South
and Southeast Asia.

In another initiative with
partners, FAQ is helping to
provide training to fishers in
Tanzania in new methods for
handling and processing fish.

“Finally, FAO has developed
a methodology to measure food
loss and waste in the service
industries of resorts in Small
Island Developing States.”

Shift to circular model
INSTEAD of the current

linear “take- make-discard”
model, Qu said ‘global agrifood
systems “must be transformed
to be more efficient, more -
inclusive, more resilient and
more sustainable.”

FAO said ptiorities must
be to prevent and reduce
food loss and wasteat
source—in production,
handling, processing,
packaging, storage, and
consumption; rescue, recover
and redistribute surplus or
unsold food that is safe and
suitable for consumption
and recycle and upcycle or
repurpose by-products to
keep them out of landfills.

In a message read on his
behalf, Pope Francis said:
“The food that'we throw into
the trash is torn from the
hands of those who lack it
and who also have the right
to food.”

UN Deputy Secretary.
-General Amina Mohammed
said in a video message: “We
need profound changes in
the way we produce, handle,
store, process and consume
food if we are serious in
tackling food waste.” lage __ of
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h ustralian Cattle Prices Tumble to Lowest Since 2014
orecast dry conditions expected to weigh further on cost

of livestock
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Australian cattle price falls
to 9-year low as El Nino looms

HE cost of Australian cattle

I has tumbled to the lowest

levelinaboutnine yearsand
is likely to fall further as ranchers
cull an expanded herd ahead of
drier weather following the onset
of El Nifio.
_TheEastern Young CattleIndica-
tor hasslumped almost 60 percent
this year and was near the lowest
since December 2014 on Tuesday.
The country’s herd has swelled to
the largest in a decade after three
years of plentiful rainfall revital-
ized pastures, according to Meat &
Livestock Australia.

Australia just posted ‘its driest
September on record and El Nifio is
expected to persist untilatleast the
end of February, bringing warmer
conditionsandlowerrainfall. Farm-
ers are poised to ramp up salesand
shun buying of new livestock as
hotter weathier bakes pastures used
for feed, weighing on cattle prices.

The influx of cheaper Australian
beef will allow the nation to recap-
ture some market share in key Asian
consumers such as Japan and South
Koreafrom the United States,accord-
ingtoMattDalgleish, thefounderand
director of Episode 3. “Our pricing is
as competitive as it's ever been now
compared to the US," he said,

US ranchers have been forced to
send livestock to slaughter over the
past few years due to drought and
higher feed costs. However, cattle
prices recently climbed to a record,
which is expected to encourage
farmers to retain more cows. The
nation’s herd is at the lowest sea-
sonal level since 2014.

“The US will be not producing
as much for an extended period of
time and that will give Australiaan
opportunity,” said Stephen Bignell,
manager of market information at
Meat& Livestock Australia. “US pro-
ducers willhold on to their animals
and tryand buildup theirinventory
and stock levels.” '

At least one large processor is
preparing for more cows. Meat gi-
ant JBS SA last month announced
that it-would add more than 500
jobsatits Dinmore plantin Ipswich,
Queensland, and increase process-
ing in the first half of 2024.

The move will supportincreased
marketdemand forred meatasherd
sizesand availability oflivestockim-

proves; JBSsaidinastatement. Din-
more is the largest beef processing
plant in the southern hemisphere.

California water reservoirs
CALIFORNIA'S reservoirs are still
brimming from last winter’s heavy
rains and snow, even as El Nifio
raises the possibility of a second
strong rainy season in a row, state
and federal officials said.

‘The drought=prone state began
its new water year October 1 with
supplies in far better shape than
last fall. California reservoirs run
by the US Bureau of Reclamation
currently hold more than twice as
much water as the historic average
forthisdate, said Regional Director
Ernest Conant in a briefing Tues-
day with reporters. It's a welcome
turnaround after years of sparse
winter precipitation that left many
basins surrounded by bathtubrings
of dry dirt and triggered conserva-
tion efforts across the nation’smost
populous state.

“This was as close to a miracle
year as you can get,” said Karla
Nemeth, director of the state’s De-
partment of Water Resources. A
cool spring and summer also kept
record mountain snows from melt-
ing quickly, she said.

California receives nearly all of
its precipitation from fall through
early spring, with almost none fall-
ingin summer. The EINifio phenom-
enon in the Pacific Ocean typically
brings Californiawetter-than-aver-
agewinters, but State Climatologist
Michael Anderson said it’s still too
soon to know if that will hold true
this year. [

“It may not be wet, but it may
not be as severely dry as some of
the years we've seen recently,” An-
derson said.

Whilelastwinter’s stormsended
the state’s drought, they also trig-
gered flooding that' drove people
from their homes and left part of
the Central Valley submerged for
months. Reservoir managers are
now beginning their annual prac-
tice of letting some water out dur-
ing the autumn to make room for
winter rains. :

The US Energy Information Ad-
ministration expects California’s
hydropower generation to nearly
double this year. Bloomberg News



