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traditional soil-based growing systems, and makes
‘use of lesser water resource. ‘

- Aquaponics, on the other hand, is growing plants
and fishes symbiotically. Through this system, fish
waste is used as fertilizer and nutrient source of the
plants grown on the grow bed, while the plants filter

clean the water for the fishes in the tank.
 "Bukod po sa. pagbababoy, napag-isipan po,
*“naming magtayo ng panibagong hanapbuhay—ito nga
po ang hydroponics. Gusto ko kasing mapatunayan at
maipakita sa lahat na kahit may maliit na space lang
tayo sa bakuran, kaya po nating magtanim at magka-
additional income.” ; :

— Virginia Gonzales Ronquillo
AJR Farm - Mayao Castillo, Lucena City

“Aquaponics offers opportunity for every Filipino
household to produce safe, clean, and accessible

' food. It also conserves water, as it uses 85% to 90%
less water than traditional farming.”

. _ — Dr. Joseph Christopher Rayos

25 DA-NFRDI

3. Fish culture/capture
_ Fishing has been one of the main sources of
livelihood for many Filipinos.

With the vast seas and oceans, fisherfolk have
abundant source of fishes to catch. Aside from these,
capture fishery is intended for catching prawns, lobsters,

.| crabs, sea cucumbers and other aquatic resources.

On the other hand, aquaculture or farming in
water involves breeding, raising, and harvesting fish,
shellfish, and aquatic plants in a controlled habitat.
The cultivation of aquatic organism under this system
is intended for human consumption.

=All bodies of water are connected, so | hope we
can work together for a clean and abundant ocean. |
am optimistic that by working together, we can ensure
that our oceans and coastal regions continue to be a
source of life, inspiration, and prosperity for all.

The livelihood of millions of our countrymen depends
on our ocean. So it’s fair to say that when the ocean is
clean, fishing is plentiful, and livelihoods are stable.”

; Atty. Demosthenes Escoto,
Dijrector, DA-BFAR

4. Fertigation and Drip lrrigation

Fertigation is the practice of appiying fertilizer
solutions with irrigation water, typically through a
sprinkler or a drip system.

This technology, which has enabled. food

producers to apply precise amount of nutrients while
conserving water, is fast becoming popular among
Filipino farmers.

Using the drip irrigation system, farmers are able
to inject fertilizers to the crops'’ root zone, efficiently
distributing nutrients. As such, the right amount of
plant nutrients are provided at the most appropriate
time. ;

*Sa drip irrigation, napapabilis. po ‘yong
pagtatrabaho, napapataas ang ani at’ kalidad ng
produkto at harvest. Sigurado po na sa paggamit ng
drip irrigation, masagana ang ani at kapag masagana
ang ani sigurado na tataas ang kita." i

— Mr. Ricky Naguiat
Morong, Bataan

‘5. El Nino mitigating measures/

water saving initiatives

With the increase in water surface temperature
of the eastern tropical and central tropical Pacific,
the Philippines will experience weather fluctuations,
resulting in drought in some areas. !

To mitigate the impact of the dry spell, adaptation
and mitigation efforts are being carried out,

including putting in place technologies that will-aid

in the management of water supply.

Under the government’s plan to mitigate the

effects of prolonged drought, rainwater harvesting
(RWH) is strongly encouraged. It is the collection
and storage of rain, rather than allowing it to-run off.
The collected water, is redirected to a tank, pit or
reservoir, and may be used in the future, when water
is scarce because of dry spell. :

Water harvested through this system may be

.used to irrigate food production areas and provide

plants moisture. It may also be used for livestock
and filling ponds and other water features for fish
culture. R :

“ltong rainwater harvesting ay isa sa mga

‘adaptation measures natin or mitigation measuresng -
DA para makatulong tayo mag-minimize ng impact ng

climate change. lyong ating water impounding, pagka
talagang tulad ngayon maulan, nagse-serve ito na
ma-prevent ang flooding. Pero pag drought naman, El
Nifio time, ang gamit naman ng ating water harvesting
ay ma-augment o madagdagan ang kakulangan ng
tubig ulan. Kasi pag ElNifio, bumababa talaga ang
quantity ng ulan. So iyong mga naipon nating tubig sa

' mga reservoir ay puwedeng gamitin ng farmers para

sa kanilang irrigation requirements.” .
— Engr. Ernesto Brampio

: DA-BSWM -
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‘Water is Essential to Agriculture
1. Irrigation

As an agricultural country, irrigation is considered .

very important in the Philippines.

With a third of the total population dependent
on agriculture, more than nine million agricultural
workers rely on a systematic water system in their
farm activities. : J5é

Water as imigation allows sustainable crop
production in arid areas, as it provides soil moisture
during dry season. This enables the farmers to be
__productive and profitable.

There are three types of imigation in the country,
the National lrrigation System, the Communal
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Irigation System, and the Private |rmrigation
System, which are instrumental in the expansion of
production areas, and reducing the impacts of the
changing climate.

_"Ang No. 1 po sa 8-Point Socioeconomic Agenda
ng ating Pangulo ay ang food security. Alam po
natin na ang No. 1 na kailangan ng food security
ay irrigation infrastructures. Kapag may irrigation
infrastructure, napapababa natin ang inflation dahil
tumataas ang ating production, poverty incidence, at

higit sa lahat, matutugunan po natin ang ‘paparating’

na El Nifio.” k>
3 — Engr. Eddie Guillen
Acting Administrator, DA-NIA
2. Aquaponics/Hydroponics

Aside from providing nutrients and minerals for
growth, soil secures the position and foothold of a
plant. It is important in the production of vegetables
and - many_ other crops, being one of the main
sources of the elements needed for it to flourish and

 thrive well. -

However, with the emergence of new farming
technologies, plants can now be nurtured sans soil.
Hydroponics is the technique of growing
plants using a water-based nutrient solution, while
aquaponics is the integrated production of crops
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EDITORIAL

New hope for
coconut farmers

ast June, President Marcos ordered the Philip-
pine Coconut Authority (PCA) to improve the
lot of coconut farmers, the sector that has long
languished at the bottom of the income pyra-
mid. Gracing the 5oth anniversary of the PCA,
the President said he wanted the Philippines
to be the biggest exporter of coconut products.
“There is no reason why the Philippines should
not be the biggest producer of export in terms
of coconut products.”

The problem is that every administration in the
past has promised to revive the coconut industry and
alleviate the plight of farmers. Yet until today, coconut
farmers and families dependent on the industry remain
among the poorest of the poor, notwithstanding the tens
of billions of pesos earmarked for the industry that re-
main idle in government coffers. Their plight is rooted
in the controversial coconut levy funds collected from
farmers by the government under the late strongman
Ferdinand Marcos from 1971 to 1982. After the Marcoses
were booted out of Malacanang in 1986, lawsuits filed
by coconut farmers showed that cronies of the Marcos
administration had diverted the funds to finance their
own business interests. In 2012, the Supreme Court ruled
that the coconut levy fund belonged to the government
for the benefit of coconut farmers. The Philippines used
to be the world’s biggest exporter of coconut products,
until the lack of modernization resulted in stagnant
production, eventually pushing the country to the third
spot after Indonesia and India.

" However, farmers have reason to be more hopeful in
the current push to revive the coconut industry. Unlike
in the past, there is now a more detailed plan and fund-
ing is readily available. The Department of Finance (DOF),
citing a Commission on Audit report, pegged the value of
coconut levy assets at P111.3 billion. Early this month, the
President got the ball rolling by ordering the PCA to start
rehabilitating the coconut industry with the planting of
100 million coconut trees by the end of his administra-
tion’s termin 2028. Last week, a four-member House pan-

el also listed amendments to the 2024 budget bill, which' -

included the allocation of P2 billion to PCA for the mas-
sive replanting and planting of coconut seedlings.

The President has also directed the PCA to invest in
new technologies and initiatives to guarantee the resil-
ience of the coconut industry even beyond his term. He
cited the need to intensify the implementation of the Co-
conut Farmers and Industry Development Plan (CFIDP)
“to accelerate the modernization of the coconut indus-
try and to improve the lives of our coconut farmers and
their families.” The CFIDP is the detailed road map for the
revival of the coconut sector crafted in the final year of
the Duterte administration. On June 2 last year, former
president Rodrigo Duterte signed Executive Order No.
172, or the CFIDP, to serve as the basis for using the coco-
nutlevy fund through various programs and projects that
will rehabilitate and modernize the industry and benefit
2.5 million small farmers nationwide. The CFIDP groups
the action plans into social protection; coconut farmers |
organization and development; integrated coconut pro-
cessing and downstream products; innovative research
projects; support services, among others.

As then agriculture secretary William Dar noted,
EO 172 “is such a formidable law that will give new life
and new hope to coconut farmers in this country.” The
blueprint, at least on paper, can truly raise expectations
among farmers. But as with any other plan, the cruxis in
its implementation. And the records so far look discour-
aging. A COA report released last September showed
that only 8.78 percent of the P755-miillion fund for the
CFIDP and the Coconut Hybridization Project was used
in 2022. The PCA blamed the slow pace of implementa-
tion partly on their adjustments under the new admin-
istration, which had to reconstitute the PCA board. As
such, it said projects were stalled until the new board
was in place, which first met on Oct. 5, 2022. This also led
to missed targets, with only 3,540 hectares of the 10,676
hectares allotted for precision farming fertilization cov-
ered, 495,472 palms fertilized out of a target of 1.53 mil-
lion, and 202 of the target 2,517 personnel trained.

With the snags cited by PCA finally resolved, it must
now buckle down to work double time and implement
the directives of the President. By the end of the current
administration’s term, it is hoped that Mr. Marcos will
have fulfilled his desire “to uplift [the] lives of coconut
farmers and empower them to improve their conditions,
break free from the chains of poverty, and dream bigger
for themselves and for their loved ones.”

Much of the burden in reviving the sector is indeed
on the Chief Executive's shoulders. As fate would have
it, the Marcos family, through the President, has been
given a second chance so it can correct the injustices
against the poor coconut farmers.
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Retail price of imported ricé-should go down - group

- The retail price of imported rice
should go down amid the down-
ward trend in the world market
as its cost remains high at P60 per

kilo in Pkdli;pine markets, farm-
ers’ group Samahang Industriya
ng Agrikultura chairman Rosendo
So said yesterday.

In a radio interview, So noted
that from $680 per metric ton in
September, the buying price of
imported rice in Thailand and

Vietnam went down to $580 per MT in
October 2023 or a decline of $100 per
metric ton.

“With this, from more than P60 (per
kilo), the retail price of imported rice,
particularly the special and premium rice

should go down to P50 plus (per kilo),” -

So said. :

He added that the bulk of the imported
grains come from Vietnam and Thailand.

Data from the Bureau of Plant Industry
(BPI) showed that as of Oct. 5, at least 2.4
million metric tons of rice had been im-
ported from Vietnam while 119,456 metric
tons came from Thailand.

“We expect next month, the harvest
will start in Vietnam and December for
Thailand, so we expect that the buying
price of imported rice will further go
down,” So added. '

‘Based on monitoring of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA), the retail price
of imported special rice ranged between
P53 and P60 per kilo; imported premium
rice, between P52 and P58 per kilo; im-
ported well-milled rice, between P45 and
P48 per kilo and imported regular rice,
P43 per kilo. '

“The price ceiling imposed last time
helped in pressuring Vietnam and Thai-
land to bring down their prices,” So said,
referring to Executive Order No. 39 issued
by President Marcos imposing a price cap
of P41 and P45 per kilo on regular and

~well-milled rice, respectively.

Marcos lifted EO 39 on Oct. 4, a month
after it was implemented on Sept. 5.
“The decrease in the buying price of
rice from Vietnam and Thailand was big
as they knew that we will not buy from
‘them if their price is high,” So said.

For DA Assistant Secretary and spokes-
man Arnel de Mesa, the country will
~ have enough supply of rice until the first

uarter of 2024 amid the expected bounti-

‘harvest. &% A
~ “While we e)iect additional imports,
our national stock inventory is very com-

fortable. Normally, we are eyeing between
60 and 90 days, but with our inventory
plusimports goin%into the first quarter of
next year, we will have a stable supply of
rice in the whole country,” De Mesa said
in a forum over the weekend. -
He added that the rice inventory this
month would reach 77 days and 94 days
_ inNovember with the peak harvest season.
“We have no additional imports for
the month of September as for the third
quarter, the total rice imports reached 2.4
‘million metric tons. This is 600,000 metric
tons lower than threemillion metric tons of
the same period last year,” De Mesa said.
Based on DA monitoring, the retail
E:ice of local regular milled rice ranged
tween P41 and P45; regular well-milled
rice,-between P45 and P48 per kilo; local
remium rice, between P47 and P60 per
ilo; and local special rice, between P54
and P62 per kilo. — Bella Cariaso
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SRA seeks approval of P2 B funding from SIDA

By DANESSA RIVERA

The Sugar Regulatory Administration (SRA)
hopes to get an early approval for a P2-billion
funding from the Sugar Industry Development
Act (SIDA) for next year to help modernize the
sugar industry and make it globally competi-
tive. g,

The early approval of the fund would al-
low the agency to have ample time to spend
and allocate the funding to proper projects for
the whole year, SRA administrator Pablo Luis
Azcona said in a briefing here in Victorias City,
Negros Occidental over the weekend.

“Before, the budget would be approved usu-
ally in August or September. It is difficult to spend

it when you get approval in August or September
and you only have until December,” he said.

“This year, we were able to have it approved
by March, so we have a lot more time to do
projects and then what we are trying to do now
is before the year ends, try to seek approval
already for 2024,” Azcona said.

But while the higher SIDA fund was ap-
proved at an earlier time, only half of what was
pushed was approved.

“This year, we tried to push for P2 billion and
we lined up all projects based on P2 billion and
only P1 billion was approved,” the SRA chief said.

The SIDA budget has been cut over the years
starting from P2 billion in 2016, P1.5 billion in
2017, P1 billion in 2018 and P500 million annu-

ally until 2022 due to its low usage.

The sugar industry has been calling on the
government to revisit the SIDA as farmers
found compliance in accessing programs quite
challenging. oy

Moreover, the fund was also slashed due to
delays in the procurement of equipment.

“The snag that hit us when SIDA was ini-
tialtlﬁr made...was because we had a big delay
in the equipment side. We had a P500-million
equipment purchase that was delayed by three
years,” Azcona said.

To avoid the same scenario, the SRA decided
to take over the bidding procedures to ensure
the timely procurement of equipment.

" “Now, all the biddings are done by the SRA
itself, so we are doing everything,”

the SRA chief said, noting it will be

a big boost to farmers.

e SRA is also focusing on the
improvement of soil laboratories to
produce better yields.

“Our mandate is to improve pro-

duction so we feel that we need to rejuvenate
the soil in order to do that. And we need to
approach this a lot more scientifically, we have
been very wasteful in practice with fertilization
and everything,” Azcona said.

“I think we have to slowly go more accu-
rately and try to save every peso that we can

*so that the farmers will learn how to start being

globally competitive,” he said.

Currently, 50 percent of the SIDA funds is al-
located for farm-to-market roads (FMR). For the
other half of the fund, 30 percent is for research
and mechanization, 30 percent for socialized
credit, 30 percent for block farms development,
and the remaining 10 percent for scholarships.

“Currently, the block farm budget is fully uti-
lized. Our scholarships and FMR are also fully
utilized. The only part that we hope we can fully
utilize is the socialized credit,” Azcona said.

If the P2-billion release of the SIDA fund is ap-
proved, this will allow the SRA to double spend-
ing for each component. “If we get P2 billion,
everything will double up,” the SRA chief said.

Page of
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ex;,tend’s‘ 1rr1gat10n
supply from Angat

MALOLOS - Trrigation allocation from Angat
Dam for rice fields in Bulacan and Pampanga has
been extended until Nov. 15 by the National Wabeir*
Resources Board (NWRB). 4
. Theirrig: t:onallocatloniromAngatDamforn, e
ﬁeldsmCentralLuzonwassupposedtoheunf

Iosephme Sa]azar, chief of the National Irnga- ]
tion Administration for Central Luzon, requested
the NWRB to extend the allocation from Angat
to irrigate rice crops that were replanted in farms -
destroyed in a series of floods spawned by the
southwest monsoon as well as 'I'y'pﬂoons Egay and
Falcon in July and August.

Francisco Clara, chief of the water control andt
‘coordinating unit of Bustos Dam, said the floods
devastated 7,477.24 hectares of irrigated rice farms :
in Bulacan and parts of Pampanga.

The extension of the n'ngahon allocation wﬂl
provide sufficient water to rice crops that were
replanted, according to farmers’ group leader Mel
Domingo.

He saldthatﬂoodsandthe:eplanungofthenoe
crops delayed the targeted harvest time from late
Ochoberto early November. — RamonEﬁenLazanﬁ
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Beating a dead
- horse, not
‘stomach issues’

here are so many issues of
I concern for many Filipi-
nos that we call “stomach
issues” which affect our daily
lives. We are all affected by food
prices and inflation, and the lower
you go in the economic level, the
more unaffordable it is to feed
your family. Directly connected to -
that is the problem of malnutrition among pregnant
mothers, babies who ultimately become mentally and
physically stunted children and non-learners and
unemployable citizens.

We are all affected by the high price of fuel that
limits our mobility and effectively reduces the
Filipino’s take-home pay. As a societal adjustment,
millions of Filipinos have turned to motorcycles and
bicycles in order to get to work or some destination.
These riders go about with “one foot in the grave”

because our road system is not designed or safe for
two-wheeled vehicles. :

The roadways are unsafe, law enforcement almost
non-existent, many are unregistered or have expired
registration and no proper insurance to cover theft or
accidents, all because our legislators have not thor-
oughly addressed the decades-old problem.

~ Worst of all is that almost every week, we read
. or watch road rage being committed by active or ex-
pelled police officers, abuse and impunity of elected
_ officials and _.self-sglled government VIPs who violate
multiple laws on the road, from blinkers, sirens and .
ptodice escorts, or drivers attacking enforcers or each
other.

And while there has been a public outcry against
POGOs, we now learn from former senator Ping Lac-
son about POGO police escorts, while three senators
are pushing for the postponement or three-year delay
of the ban on POGO in the Philippines. Add to that,
the.continuing escort services at the Bureau of Immi-
gration that smuggle Filipinas to dubious jobs abroad.

Personally, I have been calling attention to the
deplorable state of Philippine public hospitals while
‘members of Congress and the Senate “robbed” the
DOH of funding for capital expenditures for build-
ings, equipment and specialty centers we all need.
If I remember correctly, Cong. Ralph Recto said P10
billion in total. As a result, many poor Filipinos just
have to suffer in silence and die because they are poor!

But here is how Congress and the Senate kick all
of us in the face: instead of focusing on the gut issues
or problems very close to our stomachs, hearts and
pockets, congressmen and senators have been glued
to talking and recy the already settled issue of

_confidential intelligence funds. Like a cruel kutsero,

_ Equally disappo
. .bloEcﬁu or “leftist” legislators who were gatekeepers
‘against abuse, corruption and impunity. They too

positors casuall

they have been “whipping the dead horse” that they

- shot by declaring no more confidential intel funds to

non-essential departments or agencies.
* ‘They spent countless hours and resources inves-

- tigating a husband and wife of cruelty and abuse of

workers, they travel across the country to investigate
a cult and malinger on their investigation in aid of
legislation, when such cases could §\ave been and
should have been handled by the Department of
Justice, the NBI and the DILG! The Congress and the
Senate malingered on these “issues” as if they were
trying to squeeze blood out of a turnip. And they
want to interpolate the proposed ban on POGO that

even China wants shot down for the damage it does
- toits citizens remotely. 3

Before Congress gorged or made a fiesta out of
humiliating Sara Duterte, the Speaker of the House

“Martin Romualdez pushed for the suspension of the
~_excise tax on fuel, but nothing came out of it except

his press release and lip service. Since then, prices

~ have gone down a little on its own and no thanks to
~ the Romualdez suggestion. Clearly, Romualdez was
' no match to the DOF

: or to the many econo-
mists in government who have sacrificed Philippine
agriculture to comply with trade agreements as well

_ as loan conditions.

- Now Romualdez is talking about the r;?jpatriation
of Filipinos trapped in the Gaza Strip as if it was as
simple as issuing a press release or statement as he
has become fond of doing. If Romualdez really feels

- for the trapggd Filipinos, he should go to Egypt and

work out a border crossing if he can get to the Filipi-
nos there, instead of constantly tight guarding PBBM
in his travels abroad. PR or empty press statemerits
create false hopes and cause injury to those in dire
straits. ; '

inting are the so-called Makabayan

have become pit bulls that have not let go of the con-
fidential intel funds issue while we count the dead
Pinays in Israel and Gaza. Now we have a potential
disaster involving an estimated 70 Filipinas married
to Palestinians trapg)ed in the war zone.

From the looks of it, “the leftists” or “progressives”
are trying to capitalize on political and commercially
sensitive topics such as the false claims of corrup-
tion at the LTFRB and spread the dirt all the way to
DOTr and Jimmy Bautista, even after the

. so-called squealer recanted his false accusations that

did not include Bautista. When word leaked out that

- businessman and fishing magnaté Francis Tiu Laurel

was being considered as DA secretary, another leftist

* group rose out to oppose him for being in the fishing

sector. Y Hek B2y
‘But what cauflt my attention was how the op-
lly hooked on the issue of “reclamation
gﬂecfs.”Bqth e confidential intelligence funds and
eclamation projects were both legal, approved by
law, Congress and government. As far as [ know, there
is no new law that made them illegal. Once again, we
have political sensitivity, popular opinion and igno-
rance making what is legal into illegal. If laws can be
overcome by popular opinion, then the defect is in
our lawmakers and the people who voted for them.
* .
Page of
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World Food Day 2023: Dealing
decisively with hunger, malnutrition

s the Philippines joins today the world-
~ wide observance of World Food Day, two
imperatives emerge. First, there is need to
nd involuntary hunger; and second, proper
nutrition of newly born children must be assured.

In the latest Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey
held mid-year, at least 10.4 percent of Fihpmo fam-
ilies experienced involuntary hunger at least once
in the past three months, higher than the hunger
prevalence rate in March 2023. This scenario evokes
even greater urgency when taken in the context of
rising inflation in food prices.

According to the latest Philippine Statistics Au-
thority (PSA) data, food inflation rose to 8.9 per cent
in August compared to 6.5 percent in July. Higher

‘rice prices was the leading inflationary factor. The
growth rate in the rice index increased to 7.5 per-
cent in August 2023 compared to 2.1 in the previous

~month. Prices of vegetables, tubers, plantains,
cooking bananas and pulses posted an inflation rate
of 37.8 percent during the month from 28.5 percent
in July 2023.

The government went into high gear to stabilize
rice prices. President Marcos imposed price cellmgs
for a one-month period as an interim measure to

minimize hoarding and overpricing. The price cap

was lifted as soon as the Department of Agriculture
ascertained that the rice harvest would provide suf-
ficient buffer stocks. As a complementary measure,
the government launched the food stamp program
and distributed additional cash aid to beneficiaries
of the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program for the
poorest families.

A Children’s First 1,000 Days Coalition headed by
former Senator Jose D. Lina, Jr. is &ctively addressing
the serious malnutrition problem in the country.

As noted by the United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) Philippines,
95 Filipino children die daily from malnutrition with
27 every 1,000 children not getting past their fifth
birthday. Moreover, one third of all Filipino children
are stunted or short in height for their ages; stunting
by age two can be permanent, irreversible or can be
fatal. The World Bank has pointed out that “stunt-
ing in the first 1,000 days is associated with poorer
performance in school, both because malnutrition
affects brain development and also because mal-
nourished children are-more ]Jkely to get sick and
miss school.”’ Among countries in East Asia and the
Pacific Region, the Philippines posts the fifth highest
number of stunted children.

Five years after Congress’ enactment of the First
1,000 Days Law, or Republic Act 11148, in November
2018, much still needs to be done in terms of dealing
decisively with the twin problems of hunger and
malnutrition. The first 1,000 days covers the period
from a child’s conception to the second birthday.
If a child is malnourished in the womb of an un-

‘healthy mother, reversing this condition would be

a herculean task.

This year’s observance of World Food Day pro-
vides a good opportunity for creating heightened
awareness on food issues, reducing food waste,
supporting local farmers, and supporting advocacy
for policy reform that will address priority hunger
and malnutrition concerns.
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SRA: Efforts being made

to secure SIDA funding

THE Sugar Regulatory Administra-
tion (SRA) is seeking early approval

_ of next year’s funding for the Sugar

Industry Development Act (SIDA) so

it can start implementing projects for

the industry.

SRA Administrator Pablo Luis Azcona
said during a briefing with reporters
over the weekend that the budget for

_ SIDA is approved in August or Septem-
* ber.
__ With the annual SIDA funding

required to be utilized until December,

« he said that “it is hard to spend it when

you only get approval by then.”
“This year, we were able to have it

; approved by March, so we have a lot

more time to do projects, and then what
we are trying to do now is, before the
year ends, try to seek approval already
for the 2024 [funding] so when the new

. year starts, we can already start mov-

ing,” Azcona said.

Only P1 billion was approved for
SIDA this year despite SRA's request
for P2 billion. Azcona said that the

* budget for SIDA has been inconsistent

for the past years as farmers were
not able to comply with requirements

 forloans, ending up with funds not

utilized.

He also cited the delay in the
purchase of P500 million worth of sugar
equipment for three years as one of the
reasons that caused lesser allocations
for SIDA in the past years.

According to the SRA, 50 percent
of SIDA's budget is allocated for the
construction of farm-to-market roads
(FMR). The remaining balance is for
research and mechanization, socialized
credit, block farm development, and

scholarships.

“Currently, the block farm budget
is fully utilized; our scholarships and
FMR are also fully utilized. The only part
that we hope we can fully utilize is the

~ socialized credit,” Azcona said.

He added that there are also actions
being done to further develop soil
laboratories in the country to increase
sugar production.

“We have been very wasteful in
practice with fertilization and every-
thing. I think we have to slowly go more
[scientifically] accurate and try to save
every peso that we can so that the farm-
ers will learn how to start being globally
competitive,” Azcona said.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Rice now selling at P25/kilo
in Bacolod, says PCO

‘ BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

RICE is now available at P25 per

 kilo in Bacolod City in Negros

Occidental, the Presidential Com-
munications Office (PCO) said
yesterday quoting a report from
.~ the National Irrigations Adminis-
tration (INIA).
* The PCO, in a statement, said
“the low-priced rice is being sold at
, the Bigasan Bayan in Bacolod City
by members of the Federation of
Irrigators Association of Central
Negros-Bago River Irrigation
" System (FIACN-BRIS).
" 'The FIACN-BRIS said 10 per-

_cent of their total rice production

_was allotted for the Negrenses in
the vulnerable sectors, including
senior citizens, indigents, and

persons with disabilities (PWDs). -
Consumers are limited to 5 kilos

each per purchase. -
President Marcos J., during the
pmmdenual campaign in 2022, has.
prormsed to bring down the per
kilo price of rice to P20 during his
.administration.

NIA Administrator Eduardo -

Guillen said the lower prices of
.tice in Negros Occidental was a
.result of the combined efforts

of the FIACN-BRIS, the provin-

cial and local government units,
and the NIA, as a “testament
. to the PBBM administration’s
vision of combating hunger
and poverty and achieving food
sufficiency and security across
the country.”
“NIA continues its commitment
to developing efficient and sustain-

“able irrigation systems to uplift

the lives of the Filipino farmers
with the aim of propelling wealth
creation opportunities in the ag-
ricultural sector of the country,”
Guillen said.

PCO said at least 455 individuals
have already availed of the P25 per
kilo of rice during the first day of
selling at the Bigasang Bayan.

Meanwhile, Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) assistant secretary
Arnel de Mesa, on Saturday, said
the average age of Filipino farmers
has gone down to 49 to 50 years
old from 57 years old, based on
their registry system.

De Mesa said this means that
more younger people are ]ol.n—
ing the agriculture sector, in-

cluding those who have availed

of eatly retirement and pursued
farming,

He said based on the DA’s 7

registry records, there are around
12 million farmers in the country
with most of them involved in rice,
corn, and coconut farming,

He said the figures also include
fishermen and livestock growers.

Marcos, who is also the DA

Secretary, has been actively advo-
cating for younger generations,
especially the youth, to help
increase the productivity of the
agriculture sector.

Apart from offering scholarship
for agticulture-related courses, the
DA also implements the Young
Farmers Challenge (YFC) which
offers financial grant assistance for
the youth who will engage in new
agri-fishery enterprises. .
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' P40B realigned budget
for NIA 'toboqst rice output

BY JED MACAGAPAL

THE National Irrigation Ad-
ministration (NIA) said'the ad-

ditional P40 billion that Congress

realigned for the agency’s 2024
budget can irrigate an additional
57,000 hectares of rice lands
which can produce 570,000 met-
ric tons more palay each year.

Eduardo Guillen, NIA ad-
ministrator, said in a statement
if palay price is computed con-
servatively at P19 per kilo, the
additional production can gener-
ate P10.83 billion per year with
a payback period of four years
or less.

Guillen said the realignment is
| a “wise investment on Philippine
agticulture” by the House of
Representatives as it can benefit
not only rice farmers but also

‘consumers since it resolves «con-

nected issues of food sccunty, -.',. L

A1 dtmh'p P
d.

““Guillen ad:

palay production and irrigation. -
“This significant sum of P40
billion will also play a crucial role
in addressing both climate change
and sustainability concerns. Solar-
powered pump irtigation systems
will revolutionize our nation’s
irrigation coverage, reaching pre-
viously inaccessible areas while
mitigating the impending effects

P57K hectares more. The P40 billion budget serves as an “investments” the return of which can be realized in four years.
(Beuter§ photo) . . .

Guillen also said the budgct
realignment for NIA focuses on
agricultural productmty, which is
among the government’s current
top priofities.

“Ensunng long-term food se-
Cl.'.lflty is a paramount Ob]CCU.VC
for NIA. To address the growing

~ demand for food in our country,

it is imperative to accelerate the
development of new irrigation
areas. Our strategic approach in-
volves the establishment of miulti-
purpose dams, small reservoits,
small-scale irrigation systems and
the promotion of solar-driven
pump irrigation systems, which
offer cost-effective and sustain-

Page of

able alternatives to traditional
diesel- or electric-driven pumps,”
Guillen said.

Last week, the House Commit-

_ tee on Appropriations amended

the proposed P5.768-trillion na-
tional budget for 2024 and rea-
ligned a total of P194-billion to
fight inflation and “invest in
people and the country’s future.”
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VICTORIAS CITY, Negros Oc-
cidental. — The Sugar Regulatory.
Administration (SRA) is seeking
approval before the end of the
~ year funding for the Sugar In-
dustry Development Act (SIDA)
in 2024.

Pablo Azcona, SRA administra-
tor, told reporters ina briefing here
over the weekend this will give the
agency a good start for the year
and have ample time to spend the
budget for SIDA which provides
a yearly fund of P2 bi]]ion start-
ing 2016. 4

However, allocations fQI the
fund have been fluctuating as it
has not been utilized efficiently
mainly because farmers fail to
comply with requirements of
banks for loans.

For this year, only P1 billion was
apptoved.

In previous years, SIDA alloca-
tion have been reduced due to a
three-year delay in the purchase
of P500 million machineries
and equipment. The SRA has
since taken over the bidding of
the materials to facilitate the
acquisition.

The SRA said at present, 50
percent of the SIDA fund goes
to the construction of farm-
to-matket toads (FMR) and the
other 50 percent for research and-
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Eatly ép‘pféval of SIDA Sought

Early start. ‘SRA says early approval of the SIDA budget will give them ample time
to spend the fund in 2024. (SRA Photo)

mcchamzauon, socialized credit;
block farms development and
scholatships.

“Currently, block farm budget

is fully utilized, out scholarships

and FMR are also fully utilized.
The only part that we hope we can
fully utilize is the socialized credit,”
Azcona said. ;

SRA said it also hopes to im-
prove soil laboratories to boost

local sugar production, citing the

~ need to approach the sector “a lot

mote scientiﬁcally.”

..We have been very wasteful
in our practices on fertilization and
everything: We have to (be) more
(scientifically) accurate and try to
save every peso that we can so
that the farmers will (be) globally
competitive,” Azcona said. -Jed
Macapagal
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Administration (SRA)
has decided to

“indefinitely hold the release
 olover 100000 metrie
- tons (MT) of imported

sugar to the domestic

market to arrest falling -
- farm-gate prices. |
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THE Departmentof Agriculture(DA) =

said thattherewillbeenoughporkand =

eggsupplyinthecountryintimeforthe
'Chﬁsm'tasseasonwithhgnpmvedlocal

production and scheduled meatim-

ports.
Agricul

lastmonth. : - .

“lyong nabanggit ko datina, iyon: "
nga na-inayos ko ngayon... iyong

_importnamanay tuluy-tuloy iyan dahil
parating ngayong fourth quarter—ito

1yong. Naproseso Noong mga na- -
buwan pangBureauof Animal

Industry,” De Mesa said.
“Maymga pumapasoknaman reg-

ularly ng importation. Ilyong ASF [Af-

rican Swine Fever|naman ay nandito
na sa atin, nagsimula ito noong Au-
gust 2019 sa Rodriguez, Rizal, noong
Regional Director pa ako at marami
nang lugarnatinamaanng ASFiyong
napa-graduate nanatin frominfected

by theBureatof Animal Industry (BP) « & 4+

zone 0 red zoné into pink zone; iy-

ong buffer zone natin hanggang yel- -

low zone.” i

To counter the_efféét of _tim,ASF, ‘

De Mesa said that the DA has been
carrying out the “BABay ASE” pro-
gram, in addition to pest control, cFr:e—
vention, biosecurity and re-

i popﬁlaﬁdniniﬁaﬁvebymedépémﬁmt

Thisisto ensure that those areas hit
by ASF could restart production, De
Mesasaid, stressing thatanotherprom-
ising developmentis the development
of ASF vaccine. EL3% o

“Ttoay tuluy-tuloy... tapos ri"gajbri‘ .
lyong bakuna para sa ASF at sa Al ay.
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u;ridergoing,'iyong aﬁng'rtestin at
- magandaiyong resultaand hopeglly

ay mas:ruluywhﬂoy poito,” hesaid,
With regard to egg supply in the

. country, especially with the Christmas

holiday, De Mesa said they don’t see
roblem ondjsgupﬁbn. T i

any p :
ik )'}‘ge_ro‘dahil stableiyongating sup-

A

ply patiiyong productionnatinng day-
old pulletsnamagiging layers pagdat-
ing ng panahon ay maganda iyong
populationsowala tayong nakikitang
problema,” De Mesa told the fo
about egg supply. et

“Atiyong Avian Influenza na na-
kaapekto sa Central Luzon, bagama’t
mayilannaapektohanay unti-untinarin
ang nakaka-recover.” ST

According to the agriculture offi-
cial, egg consumption usually in-
creased during the o?eening of classes
asmore students prefer egg for break-
i :

‘There is also high demand from
hotels, restaurantsand industrialusers

. (HRIs). About40 percentof thesupply

go toindustrial users, while 60 percent

for household consumption. - PCO |
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More Kadiwa stores sought

A NEOPHYTE solon

urged the governmeritto

prioritizesetting upmore
Kadiwa stores to provide

the people with an alter-

native where they could
buyfoodltemsatacheap-

AGRI Party -list
sentative Wilbert T.

made the suggestxon fol-

lowing thesentimentsaired
bynmeoutoftenF!hpmos

ying they arenow spend-

‘mg more on food.

masmalahangbﬂangng

Egahhpmongmasnmla
ang asta para sa
pagkamg]r::;gyon cfz.lu.l
pagtaasng presyo ngmga
pangunahingbilihin," Lee
said.

According to Lee as a
former businessman he
fu]lytmdem‘landﬂlemd!-
tions of the retailers who
have no option but to ad-
just prices due to increase
in the cost of production

such as the fuel products.

A Pulse Asia house-
hold expenditures survey
conducted last month re-

vealed that 95 percent of

inoadultsspentmore
?ood in &lesg?st three
monl:hs representing a 6
percent year-on-year in-
crease.

“Kayaang pinakamain-

- amnasolusyon paramabi-

gyan ng access sa mas
murang mga bilihin ang
ating mga i‘cababayan ay

ang pagtatayo ng mga

Kadiwastoresabawatbay-
-anatlungsod,” he said.

lained that“pric-
es in Ka iwa centers are
lower by 10 to 20 percent
since bringing the prod-
uctswon’ te.-ntailhghtxars-
portation costs."

The Kadiwa centers or

Kadiwani AniatKita Pro-
gram is the agribusiness
and marketing initiative of
the Department of Agri-
culture to help link local
farmersand fishers direct-

ly to consumers.

rice whi

Lee had previously
urged the government to
add more Kadiwa centers
to make affordable food
accessible to more cos-
hxmersandmrbfoodmﬂa- ;
tion.

The survey revealed
thatBSpercentofFﬂlpmos
said th t more on
e6 percentlden-
tified non-rice food items
in particular.

Jester Manalastas
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THE average age of Flhpmo fanners

has decreased with moreyoungergen- -

eration opting tojoin the agriculture
sector, according to a Depqﬁment of
Agriculture officialon Saturday. -«

DA Assistant Secretary, Arnel de
Mesadisclosed that the previousaver-

age age of farmers in the country was
57 years old and this has decreased to

about49to50yearsold, | basedonthelr -

reglst'ry system.
’Bumababa,

hesaldmanews m g

DeMesaalsosaid that I:henumbers
of farmers and livestock growers are

not d s B AT A
“Actually, imdl bumababa iyong |
number of farmers, iyong registry
system natin we have 12 million na
magsasaka, iba- ibaitofromrice, corn,,
_coconut kasamana iyong fishers dito,

OU

EOPLES

RNAL

/'s Newspaper

16 OCT 2023
Date:

Page: 5

_kasama na rin dito iyong mga live-
+ stock growers,” he said.

He added that this could also be . my

attnbuted to, those md1wd,ua]$
haveretired early and decldedtopur-

A LIBRARY
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. sue theu' love for farmmg
”Actuallymaranunn—lalonalymg
nasagobyemonasaprivatenakila-
lg; 1ay babaliksila
salove for farming,” he said..
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AWARE thatrice is the staple of almost all the |

Filipino people, the government ought to en-
sure that the price of the grain should not be
beyond the reach of the poor. :

- And so we, like other people, are happy to
hear that there's sufficient supply, of rice until
next year. ;

Coming from a top executive of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture the assurance without
doubt, "good news"toeverybody.

Admittedly, a rice shortage in the country is
seen to worry notonly the ordinary Filipinos but
also national and local government authorities
at a "time of economic hardship."

Note that many businesses are still trying to
- recover their losses after two years of crippling
Jockdown ‘brought about by the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. .

In fact, many small business establishments
arestillunable torehire their displaced workers
because of financial difficulties. 165G

Agriculture AssistantSecretary Arnelde Mesa

made the assurance after expecting an abun-

dant palay harvest this wet season and the
expected arrival of rice imports. |

Once thewetseason harvestendsnextmonth,
the DA expects about 94 days of national stock
inventory. . G oy :

"Although we expect additional (rice) im-
ports, our national stock inventory is ata very
comfortable level. Normally, we expect be-
tween 60-to 90" days,"” according ‘to the DA
official. PARo R

Despite the assurance of a sufficient rice sup-

ply early next year, there's still that need to go

after the country's rice smugglers and hoarders
as ordered by President Marcos.
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ice prices up in September

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

RICES of well-milled rice went up in
September, the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) said in a report on Sunday.

PSA data showed that the aver-
age retail price of well-milled rice
reached P48.14 per kilogram on
September 1 to 5, higher by 5.6
percent than the P45.57 per kg
posted in August.

This is higher than the rice price
cap of P45 per kg on well-milled
rice imposed on September 5
to October 4. The price cap for
regular-willed rice is P41 per kg.

“Among regions, Zamboanga
Peninsula (Region 9) reported
the highest average retail price of
regular milled rice at P53.42 per
kg,” the PSA said.

Region 6 (Western Visayas)
posted the lowest average retail
price of the staple at P43.18 per
kg during the period.

The average price of regular
milled rice also went up by 5.63

percent to P48.14 per kg in the
same period, compared to the
P45.57 per kg posted from August
15t017.

The PSA report also showed that
the price of red onions went down
by 3.8 percent to P199.97 during
the same period, lower than the
P206.79 posted in the latter days
of August.

- “Northern Mindanao (Region
10) had the highest average retail
price of red onion at P240 per
kilogram during the first phase of
September 2023," PSA said.

The Ilocos Region recorded
the lowest average retail price of
onions at P154.17 per kg.

A kilogram of tomato, mean-
while, had an average retail price of
P131.74 per kg during the first two
weeks of September. It increased
by 25.8 percent relative to the price
rate of P104.76 per kg.

“Moreover, the average retail price
per kilogram of tomato accelerated by
72.7 percent during the first phase of
September 2023 from its price level
of P76,27 per kg in the first phase of
August 2023," PSA said.

Atthe regional level, the highest
average retail price of a kilogram of
tomato was registered in Region 4A
(Calabarzon) at P186.80 during
the first period. The Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao (BARMM) logged the
lowest retail price at P74.75 perkg.

Fisheries products such as ga- |

lunggong (round scad) also posted

increases in its retail prices, averag- |

ing P208.39 during the first phase
of September. :

“Compared with its average re-
tail price of P202.89 per kilogram
in the second phase of August
2023, it increased by 2.7 percent
during the period,” PSA said.

The National Capital Region
recorded the highest average retail
price per kilogram at P264.12,
while the lowest was reported in
Zamboanga Peninsula at P136.33
per kg in the said period.
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ASF cases expand

to 13 Isabela towns

CAUAYAN CITY, Isabela: The African
swine fever (ASF)-afflicted towns
rose to 13 but veterinary officials
believed the cases have been mel-
lowing in Isabela.

The Isabela provincial veteri-
narian'’s office reported on Friday,
Oct. 13, 2023, that the first 12
towns in Isabela to register cases
include Gamu, Angadanan, Ali-
cia, Ramon, Roxas, Luna, Quiri-
no, Aurora, Echague, Mallig, San
Isidro and Burgos.

Cabagan was the last to be
included.

The City of Ilagan has no
confirmed cases yet despite ASF
symptoms reported in the past
days. :

The slowdown in cases is pos-
sibly a result of restrictions made
by the local government units

(LGUs) to prevent the disease -

from entering their areas.
Backyard hog raiser Maripaz
Palomares said she was wary of
the ASF scare despite her decades
of experience in raising pigs.
“Cleanliness is still the best
way to avoid the virus. I bathe

them daily while they should |

not be overfed. I ensure that
their pigpens are clean always,”
she added.

Dr. Belina Barbosa, provincial
veterinarian, earlier reported that
the government collects blood

samples from the pigs and tests |

these in the laboratory to con-

- firm if they carry the ASF virus.

When it is confirmed that ASF is
the cause of illness and death of
pigs, they immediately perform
culling to prevent the disease
from spreading further, she said.

The affliction was minimal, she
also said in her report, adding
that even a single town has only
six hog raisers affected.

The ASF mortality rate also
dropped to 2.5 percent, down
from previous high cases in the
past years.

The veterinary office techni-
cians continue their information
drive as they remind the hog rais-
ers to avoid spreading the virus
in the barangay so that the swine
disease does not spread, Barbosa
said. VINCE JACOB VISAYA
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‘Millers seekless
harsh’ penalties .

SAN JOSE CITY, Nueva Ecija: Led by
its president Elizabeth Vana,
80 members of the Nueva Ecija
Rice Millers Association (Ner-
ma) have renewed their appeal
to the government to reconsider
what they have described as
“harsh” provisions of Senate
Bill (SB) 2342.

“We are not an enemy of the
government and we will always
support President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. against rice smug-
glers, profiteers and hoarders,”
Vana said in an interview with
The Manila Times on Friday,
Oct. 13, 2023.

SB 2342, among other provi-
sions, sets a P1 million “thresh-
old” for suspicious rice-trading
activities to be classified as
“economic sabotage” through
“rice smuggling, hoarding and
profiteering.”

In a separate interview with
‘The Times also on Friday, Fer-
dinand “Dindo” Dysico, a
member of the Nueva Ecija
provincial board, said they have
a pending appeal before the
office of Sen. Joseph Victor “JV*
Ejercito on the reconsideration
that they were seeking.

Ejercito told them that the
Senate was still reviewing if SB
2432 could already be amend-
ed.

The Senate version seeks to
revive the Anti-Smuggling Act
of 2016 to penalize agricultural
smuggling, hoarding, profiteer-
ing and carteling as economic
sabotage, to include sugar,
corn, pork, poultry, garlic,
omon, carrots, fish and vegeta-
bles, and subject to at least one
million pesos in penalty.

Any of the four offenses is
non-bailable and punishable
with life imprisonment.

Part of the Nerma appeal

requested an amendment to
require rice millers to sell a per-
centage of their total purchased
rice per harvest season within a
time period to ensure that the
rice is in circulation.

It is important to properly
determine the amount of stock
from the agencies to charge one
for hoarding.

Instead of a set number such
as P1 million, the rice millers
said, it is better to determine
the percentage of the total sup-
ply of rice that will negatively
impact the market.

To do this, they also said,"We
must check the total supply
of rice produced against the
amount of consumer demand
and determine how much rice
is required to be in active cir-
culation so that there are no
shortages and prices are kept
low.” *

Hoarding or undue accumu-
lation by a person or combi-
nation of persons of any basic
commodity beyond his or their
normal inventory levels or the
unreasonable limitation or re-
fusal to dispose of, sell, or dis-
tribute the stocks of any basic
necessity of prime commodity
to the general public or the
unjustified taking out of any
basic necessity or prime com-
modity from the channels of
reproduction, trade, commerce
and industry.

There shall be prima facie
evidence of hoarding when a
person has stocks of any basic

necessity or prime commodity |

fifty percent higher than his
usual inventory and unreason-
able limits. Vana said Nerma
has a legitimate member in
the person of 2nd District Rep.
Joseph Gilbert Violago.

CELSO M. CAJUCOM
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Regulations to fill gaps in halal ihdustry

TWO senators have noted the lack
-of knowledge and regulations on
halal certification and dietary prin-
ciples of Muslims in the country.
Sen. Robinhood Padilla called
on government agencies, including
the DTT and the National Com-
mission on Muslim Filipinos to
clarify the role of agencies in the
certification of halal food products
while Sen. Win Gatchalian noted
the gaps in existing laws on the
halal sector.

Gatchalian underscored the
need for an airtight legislation to
ensure that domestic halal prod-
ucts are compliant with the dietary
requirement and Islamic lifestyle
of Muslim communities.

Republic Act No. 10817, or the
Philippine Halal Export Develop-
ment and Promotion Program Act
of 2016, regulates halal products
in the country, but policy makers
said the law lacks teeth to penal-
ize manufacturers who falsely

clmm they offer halal products or
_services,

Halal is an Islamic concept that
connotes that a product or service
is free of impurities and can be
‘consumed by Muslims.

Gatchalian said a new law is
needed to regulate, promote and
clarify the roles and responsibilities
of agencies in halal certification.

The Department of Trade
and Industry’s (DTI) national
strategy to develop the local halal

industry targets to generate P230
billion in investments and creat-
ing 120,000 jobs in the sector
within five years.

The DTT noted the growing
demand for halal products and ser-
vices in the Philippines and export
markets consisting of 57 countries
across Asia, the Middle East, Af-
rica, Europe and the Americas.

DTTI Secretary Alfredo Pascual
said the Philippines seeks to ex-
pand its participation in the halal

economy by being more active in
the multitrillion US-dollar industry
that is growing at a rapid pace.

Data show  the global Muslim |
population now stands at 1.9 bil- |

lion, while the global halal market
is estimated to rise to $7.7 trillion
in market value by 2025.

Pascual said maximizing the
country’s potential in the halal

‘industry will help gain more in-

vestments, better quality jobs and |

improved life for Filipinos.
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PSA report:

. Y HE annual growth of the Pro-
‘_ - ducer Price Index-(PPI) for |

agriculturq at the hit‘iogal :

level slowed in the second quarter, |
accordmg to the l[’tl:uh,p@n'ua Statistlcs

Authpnty (BSW) seanird i f
. Inareport published 1a§t‘bct0ber
11 PSA said the annual growth ra.te
‘of the PPI for agriculture reached 12!

_ percent, slower than the 24.7 percent |

| recorded in the f:rst quarter. ‘

“The country s yeax—to-&ateaver- i

age growth rate of PPI for agnculture :

- was reglstered at 18 percent

. Among the 16 rqglon§h' :
. Outside Hre&‘aﬁppgl Ggp i

' (AONCR), the highest annt '

n Ateas.

i
dropin

SLoal

the PPL for agngulture was recorded
in Reglon 5 (Blcol Reglgq) a[: 6.8 PEF_‘
“cent. Meanwhile, the thh”est ahpqal
increment was reglstered in lieg:on
6 (Western Visayas) at 27.8 percent.

In the second quarter; PSA said

the PPIof the three major commadity
groups exhibited downtrends.

“The year-on-year growth in the
PPI for crops slowed down to 18.8
percent frorm 32. 4-pett'8nt in the‘pr%-

livestock and poultry recorded an'
annual dechne of Y 1 percent f froma

year-on-year mcrease gf 04 gg;qegt

“Likewise, anannual decrement of

at 11.1 percent fx fx (
~in the first quarter of 2023," it said. £ :
| cent; anli cnﬁninreeial trops at 29. 8

. 2percent wasregisteredin i:he PPI for.

 fisheries from an annual uptrend of

14 4pgrge3t inthe g;gﬁn quart'ér
we

Datafrom tl:ie'P dthat the

L PPI for crops exhlbited an ennual de—I

cline oiﬂ.&&pércéﬁtrin'Apnl to June
from an “annual increment of 32. 4
percent in the %usf)c';ua}rtel' i

Slower annual increments were
observed in the PPI of the follow-

. ing commodity groups: beans and
. vious guarter.. Moreover, the PPI for  * legumes at 6.5 percent from 23.6.
i peréeﬂt,{dﬂd!méﬁtg’at 91.8 percent

. from102.8 percent; I‘Lgfy @egetables

.V'J‘_

Growth rate of PPl fora gm slows in Q2

,,,,,,, L AehBe

percent from55.2 percent.
“Faster annuahncréa&és werre reg-
1stered in cereals af 8.1 percent from
3 percentand rootcrops at 20.8 per-
cent from 12.9 percent.” !
| PSA also said the PPI forl‘livesté)ck
and pql.ggy recorded an anm.!,al de-
(4 me of
qharter froma0.4 pé}dent‘ mcﬁ;Ement
in the previous quarter. “Its. annual
growthin the second quartgn of 2022
was posted at 13.1 percent.”
At the national level, the PPIL
fl:r fisheries recorded an. annual
declme of 2 percent from its an-

nual increment of 14.4 percent in-
~ the previous quaf\t‘é"‘r_‘."..“ﬁ—}fr"
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By VG CABUAG
| e e2enirid sinw bas

|
‘ i ﬁ‘@leQe‘” 12 of eldA
|

ent manufacturer D&L In-

dustries Inc. was recognized
“alongside other top > Tocal p@‘l‘icly
li:terlf companies byc‘th% }Jnsﬂt&te of
. Corporate Dire ctors (ICD) for its out—
| standing corporate governance prac-

 tices based on the ASEAN Corporate i

- Governance Scorecard (ACGS) |
; This1s thg,fpurth,qonse_uut}ve year :
: that D&L received the Golden Arrow |

award from the ICD. |

eceives b@lden

|
1_
HBMICXYL 'and food 1ngre%1 ‘
|
|

THOMQTY: Fealx o

UULOAX 2WAUN
“We are honored to receive such
prestlglousté&ogﬁwfdﬁ‘from theICD”
D&L President and CEO Alvin Laosaid.
“As a company, it’s our top prior-
ity touphold the highest standards of
good corporate governance, Weseeit'
as the solid fouridatmn fora sustam-

.aﬁiédaﬂa'last?ng orggmm ﬁ) (L 9RANAN

Bhi el
The ACGS measures the perfor-

_mance of the companies in the areas

of facilitating the rightﬂﬁﬁfﬁxeq&iu
table treatme'nt of share}lold)ers,:#oy
they relate to their di erent stake,w 3
holders, ensuring transparency and
accountability thru timely disclosure

i.

1
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Ai'mw,\aiWard from ICD

INOSAUOID AOM |
of material mfornlaﬂbn aﬁd how the

* board eéuuies the company strategi-,

calﬂf',’ oﬂi:{‘gg}% };Ha‘ot}ag’ment anda

. ensures. Eb% qgﬁi;acgauntability to|

the company and the shareholders. |
ICD is a nonstock, not -for—pmfit;

national association ofJorporate:'

directors and other stakeholders en-
gaged in corporate governance. Its

_missionisto. champmn.gondl.co:pﬁratel

gOViMM&MSHIP for the

- benefit of the sogiagalt aims to be

thekey catalystin the Philippine cor-|
porate governanice ecosystem for in-
clusiveandsustainable dev.elopment

. D&L said its income fell by 28 per-

cent to P1. 2‘4‘1341.10:%111 the.gi_it‘haﬁ" Z

ftom the previous year's P1.71 billion
on higher inflation and thecost i itin-
curreddtte t6 the pre-operation of its

DB tz pnaile fiw

new plan}gm B angas.
. Despité this, Lagsaid thecompany
id, looking forward to'its expansi
, “It’s really to emphasize that t}:is
[Batangas plant opening] is a ga'me

ab brs :

Eanger for us. This is really a big :
r

ason to be very. opnmistia about

the company, Lao said. |

| “Whenit’s ﬁnallﬂxya&aﬁinmg.
it will more than offset a lot of the
costs. And as we get to being fully 'op-
erational, that's when we wﬂl start to
see the henefxts comihg 1n

A AT .J;l ]
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By REINE JUVIERRE S. ALBERTO

SRAEL-BASED STK Bio-ag Tech-
! nologies haspartnered withlocal

manufacturer and distributor of |

agricultural chemicals LEADS Agri

| Agricultural Products Corp: to bring

organic and’ botanical-based fungi-
cides to the Philippine market.

Through its subsidiary Stockton-

- Agrimor Philippines Inc., STK signed

an exclusive distribution agfeement

, LEADS

with LEADS Agri last October 12
at Acacia Hotel Mamla in Alabang, '

Muntinlupa.

LEADS Agri CEQO Jofer Malveda
and STK Country Director Kristle
Aguilar-Hawodled thesigning, while

STK's CEO Arye Tenenbaumand other |

officials were present via Zoom.

i  Tenenbaum, who was supposed
to physically attend the signing of
the pact, is optimistic about the
partnership.

“Wereally beheve that we have the

Bus1ness1\([1rror
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right technology, the perfect products

for the benefit of Filipino farmers,

and LEADS is the perfect partner to. i

dlstrzbuteanddeve]opthesepmducts
in the Philippines.”™ . = oW

“As your representatlve in the
Philippines, we [assure you] that
all our efforts and résources will
be at your disposal in order to serve
the Filipino agriculture industry,”
Malveda added. a2al) \

STK developed the tea tree oil-
based fungicides TIMOREX GOLD
and REGEV, pioneering the devel-

opment of botanical-based'solu-

tions for a sustamable agncultural
environment.

TIMOREX GOLD contains tea tree
oil as its active ingredient to control

Black Sigatoka, one of the major dis-

eases of banana, which causes the
banana leaves to.turn yellowish and
brown. It is the first registered or-

ganic fungicide for Black Sigatokain

the Philippines pursuant to Republic

TE
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STK Bio-ag Technologies Country Director Krisﬂe Grace Agullar—iliwod (left) shakes hands
with LEADS Agri Chief Executive Officer Jofer Malveda after signing an exclusive distribution

agreement to bring STK's botanical-based fun
Chief Executive Officer Arye Tenenbaum and o

Act10068 orthe Organic Agriculture

Act of 2010 and certified organic by

the Organic Certification Center of
|

| the Philippines.
REGEV is the world’s first hybrid)
fung;c:de that combines botamcal‘ ;

and synthetic ingredients, namely,

th

icides to the Philippines. They are joined by STK's
er officials in Israel via Zoom. CONTRIBUTEDPHOTO

tea tree oil and difénoconazole, in a
single formulation.

‘With the Philippinesasan agricul-
tural country, plant dlseases are con-
sidered economic threats endanger-
ing food supply as they reduce quan-
tityand qualityandincrease spending

Page |
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PH, Can‘ada*mk pact against illegal fishing

THEPhilippinessi

agreement with anada
thatwill allow the former
to access for free Otta-
wa'ssatellite-based tech-
nology te detectdark ves-
sels or ships that turn off
theirlocation transmitter
often o engage in illegal

The Canadian Embassy

inManilaonSaturday said
the two states signed the
dealduring the6th Canada-
Philippines]Joint Commis-
sion on Bilateral Coopera-

‘tionmeetinginCanadaon .

Oct. 13.
“Canadaand the Philip-
pinesheldbilateral talksin

~ Ottawa this week. (They) :

signed an agreement to

deploy Canada’s Dark
Vessel Detection program
toenhance Philippinemar-
itime domainawareness,”
ColinTownson, Canadian

. Embassy head of political

affairs office, said inastate-
ment.
Canadian Ambassador

i lgpiner Doyt

month that Canadais pre-
pared to deploy the sys-
tem once the agreementis
signed.
Canadaand the Philip-
pines began the negotia-
tions in January, a few
monthsafterOttawaidenti-
fied the Philippines as a

+ «core, partner in its Indo-

Paaﬁc Strategy. PNA
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Soy, corn slip

CHICAGO- US soybean futures

~ retreated on Friday on profit-tak-
ing after hitting two-week highs in
the previous session and as souring
consumer sentiment and inflation
wotties hung over the market.
‘Corn futures followed soybeans
lowet, but wheat rallied after the

US Department of Agriculture -

(USDA) reported stronger-than-

expected weekly export sales and
qpmicfxﬁéd“fﬁge sale to China.

US corn and soybean harvest

downgrades in a monthly USDA
report on Thursday had lifted

- some grain and soy contracts to

multi-week highs, leaving the mar-
ket vulnerable to a profit-taking

pullback ahead of the weekcnd

“The pullback today has a lot
to do with the negative consumer
sentiment ... and the macro senti-
ment that we are going to lose
demand wotldwide,” said Mike
Zuzolo, president of Global Com-
modity Analytics.

“The trade, because of those
outside market factors, are taking
some profit off the table.”

- Soybean export news was mixed
as the USDA announced another
daily “flash” sale and reported
stronger-than-expected weekly

sales last week, but China’s cus-

toms data showed a sharp drop in
soy imports. -Reuters
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heavy rains damaged the domes-
t1c crop. '

Following a splurge onAusu'a
lianwheat earlierin theyear, large
quantities have been booked this
month from some of the other

| main exporters, mcludmg the US,

Canada, and France, according to
traders, who declined to be iden-
tified discussing private business.

The buying spree comes af-
ter international wheat prices
dropped to a three-year low at
the end of September. Althoﬂgh
that signals supplies are ample
for now, China’s growing appetxte
adds an element of uncertainty to

“supply chains that have become

increasingly vulnerable to war
and protectionist trade policies.

~ “China’s wheat imports will
be strong going forward, and for
sure they will exceed the annual
quota,” said Darin Friedrichs, co-
founder of Sitonia Consulting Co.
“It seems like China’s bought up

fronr Australia and is now need-
ing to go further afield.”
Bemng uses quotas to manage

imports of staples like wheat. It

allows 9.636 million tons ayear of
thegrﬁmatal%tanif,mthgo%

of the allocation going to govern-

ment firms. Above that cap, the
tariff rises to 65%, a level usually
out of reach for private buyers but
not for the state-owned giants.
For years, the quota was never
used up. But that changed in 2020
as Beijing’s trade deal with the
Trump admm1stratlon boosted
purchases from the US. Last year,

: al] oﬂ:he easﬂyexporte;lmppl;e&, ,.totahmporbshlt areoordg%mll-

N R L P

lion tons as buyers swapped i in
wheat for other ingredients in ani-
mal feed and Chinese citizens eat
more bread. China now vies W‘Ith
Egypt: asthe world’s s top importer.

Overseas purchases in the first
eight months of 2023 have hit
9,56 million tons, with more than
60% sourced from Australia. Buy-
ers are surveymg the southern
hemisphere nation’s upcoming
harvest for future supplies, as well
as watc.hmg crop conditions in al-
ternative ongms like Kazakhstan
the traders said.

*Ever mindful of ensuring food
seclinty for 1ts one-bxlhon-plus

population, Beijing is keen to

 build up its-grain stockpiles, par-
ticularly against the backdrop of
the war in Ukraine — anotherblg
exporter — and mcreasmgly fre-
quent bouts of extreme weather
as the planet warms.

China’s recent buying activ-
ity is largely tied to the weather
problems it expenenced as this
year’s crop approached harvest,
said Arlan Suderman, chief com-
modities economist at StoneX
Financial, Inc. He estimated
that persistent rains reduced the
quality of 30 million to 40 million
tons of wheat, leaving it suitable
for livestock feed but not human

: consumptlon.

* “That increased the need for
China to buy higher-quality mill-
ing wheat from the world market,
to blend with its own wheat to
meet its goals for food quality,”
Mr. Suderman said. :

'China’s summer wheat crop,
which makes up the bulk of the
harvest,fe]lOQ%to13453nu]hon
tons this year, according to official
data. That’s the first decline in
seven years. — Bloomberg
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Food is hot campalgn issue in elections from Argentma to Poland

HETHER it's bread or onions, food

W has the power to. make or break a

' country’s leadership. How natiens

“secure their staples js looming large in

elections across the world with warinUkraine
and now the Middle East.

Starting with New Zealand and Poland, at
least a quarter of the global population will |
head to the polls over the next eight months
or so. Those countries will be. followed: by |

Argentina, the Netherlands and Egypt, and |

thenIndonesiaandIndiain2024. Among them
are some of the top suppliers of everything
from rice and palm oil to milk and soymeal.
Others are strategic locations for the flow of
staples like wheat.

Politicians have an eye on two core |
constituents: consumersand producers. Some
~ governments aiming to stay in power are

| restricting exports of foodstuffs, proposing |

measures to protect rural communities, or

! slowing the pace of climate policies that

would affect farmers.
Foodisjustoneofa Iong listofe electorar
issues, but it has global repércussions. The |

politics threaten to impact global trade, .

prices and the economies of import-
dependent nations. Erratic weather,
meanwhile, has ravaged agricultural land

 from the United States to China, and the
phenomenon known as El Nifio is back,

risking further damage to-crops.
Then there's war. Before Russia’s

invasion, Ukraine exported more grain |
 than the entire European Union combined |

and supplied half of the globally traded

' sunflower oil. The conflict between Hamas

‘and Israel pushed up the price of crude oil; .

which could have a knock-on effect for food
production. The expectation is that Israel
is preparing a ground war after vowing to
wipe out the Iran-backed militants.

“We are in a world where everybodys
pandering to domestic issues,” said Tim
Benton, a research director at Chatham House
in London specializing in food security. “That
world of protectionism driven by elections
andpolarizationandinward-looking domestic

~politics might well play out large.”

Politicians have reasons to be nervous.
Food pncesplkescantnggerfoodrmtsaround
the world. In 2011, they contributed to the
Arab Spring uprisingsin Eqypt and elsewhere
in the Middle East, a region in turmoil again.
Meanwhile, central bankersand governments
everywhere are struggling to contain. food
costs that are outpacing core inflation,

“Climate politics have emerged as a
defining line between the'left and right.
In Europe and the Americas, the issue of
conflating climate change, globalization
and the protection of local ﬁruductmn
is aligned with the resurgence of more
radical parties, accnrdlngtonskmtelllgence
company Verisk Maplecroft.

“When you're talking aboutvery polarized
andtightelections, thisthematiccampaigning
for specific groups can make the difference
between a victory and a loss," said Jimena
Blanco, chief analyst at the ﬂrm

These are some of the countries to watch.

Curbing emissions

Zealand vowed to curb, the devastating.

' impactontheenvironmentfromagriculture,

but farmers aren’t happy because taxing
greenhouse gas from cows threatens their
business. :

Ahead of the election on October 14, the
government delayed the implementation of
so-called emissions pricing until toward the

- endof2025.Themain opposmonpartywants
. to push it back until 2030.

In the Netherlands, the world's second-
largest exporter-of agricultural produce,

 farmers have turned into a political force

before elections in November. A goal to halve
nitrogen.emissions by 2030 led to protests,
and 1he upstart Farmer{mzen Movement,
or BBB, is now the largest party in the Dutch
upper house and fourth in opinion polls. The
governing coalition retracted their emissions
goal.

~ Grain feud
- 'FOOD costs and production have been key

]

: theme;én the bitter political campaign in

' Poland ahead ofelectionohOctobeHS”Last
. time, about two-thirds of farmers backed

. The warnextdoorin Ukraine, surging costs

__THE world’s biggest milk exporter, New

the nationalist Law and Justice party, which |

is trying to securea third term in power.

and drought have made the group critical
for the ruling party again.
To calm restive farmers, the government

defied the European Union and extended

an embargo on Ukrainian grain. Ukraine

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy filed a

complaint with the World Trade Organization

_and questioned Poland’s solidarity. Polish

leaders warned Zelenskiy that his rhetunc

could jeopardize future weapons shipments.

| Law-and Justice, which has been battling
toprotectanarrowleadin the pollsagainstits
more pro-EU, liberal opponent, is also luring
farmers with promises to make supermarkets
offer more local food. .

Opposition Teader Donald Tusk an ex
Polish premier and former European Council
president, has sought to mollify the radical
leader of the farmers.In'a mediabriefing last
month, they spoke in front of a cabbage field,
promising to deliver a compromise with the
EU over the ban on Ukrainian gram |mp0rts

Unshackhng farmers -

THE presidential election in Argentina takes
place on October 22. The nation is a top global
supplierof beefaswell as soybean mealand com
to feed livestock in other countries. But farmers
haven't been able to fully tap the potential of
vast flatlands because of years of export taxes
to boost revenue and efforts to curb inflation
stlll running at more than 100 percent.

' Libertarian candidate Javier Milei, the

shock frontrunner, plans'to unleash an
export boom and dismantle policies that
have held back agricultural investment.
Milei would scrap expur; taxes and quotas
and remove direct meddling in food prices.
That's in addition to his controversial palicy
of switching Argentina’s currency from the
peso to the US dollar.: \

Critical to farmers is whetherthey end up
with more cash to invest'in planting, and in
turn provide the world with another source

of food. Bloomberg News . .
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FAO: Disaster events destroyed |
$3.8-trillion crops, hvest‘ock

VER thelast 30 years, an es-
timated $3.8 trillion worth
of crops and livestock pro-

duction has been lost due to disaster
events, accordmg toa new report re-

~leased by the Food q_nd Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) last Friday. | .

FAO said the amount corresponds

to an average loss of $123 billion per
year or 5 percent of annual global ag-
ricultural GDP. )

A new FAQ flagship report titled
"mmpact of disasters on agricul-
“ture and food sec‘unty, brings the
r f:rst‘ever globﬁl est1matmr; of the

impact of disasters on agnculturai
production focused on=crops and
livestock. :

It also notes that the flgure may
be higherif systematic dataon losses
in the fisheries and aquaculture and
forestry subsectors were available.

The report stressed the need for
“urgently improving” data and infor-
mation on the impact of disasters on

all subsectors of agriculture to create
‘data systems that can serve as the
foundation upon which effective ac-
tion can be built and informed.

“Agriculture is one of the most
highly exposed and vulnerable sectors
in the context of disaster risk, given
its profound dependence on natural
resources and climate condmons, Re-

current disasters have the: potenual

to erode gains in food security and
undermine the sustamablhty of ag-
rifood systems,” said FAO Director-
General Qu Dongyu in the foreword
to the report. j i
“Leveraging FAO'’s technical ex-

pertise, this publ;catmn showcases

opportunities to ‘proactively address
risks in agrifood systems while dem-
onstrating ways to mainstreamdisas-
terriskmanagementintoagricultural
practices and policies.”

The report revealed that over the
i last three decades, disasters—defined
I35 serious disruptions to the func-
tioning of a community or society—
inflicted the highest relative losses

on lower and lower middle-income

countries, up to 15 percent of their
total agricultural GDP.
Disastersalsohadasignificantim-
: pactonSmallIslendDevelopingStates
~ (SIDS), causing them to lose nearly

7 percent of their agricultural GDP.

'Product groups

THE reportalso indicated that losses

related to majoragricultural products
are showing increasing trends. Thus,
losses in cereals amounted to.an av-
erage of 69 million tons per year in
the last three decades—correspond-
ing to the entire cereal production of
France in 2021—followed by fruits
and vegetables and sugar crops, with
eachapproachingaverage losses of 40

million tons per year.
_ For fruits and vegetables,,losses..,

comqp,qngpitotheentueproductxon it

of fruits and vegetables in Japan and
Vietnam in 2021.

Meats, dairy. products and eggs
showed an average estimated loss of

=16 tml]ion tons pet year, con'espdnd-

mg‘to ‘thé Wbd&e p‘rqductmn of meats,

' The relsm‘t noted that when haz-
érds’ man'ifeSt ﬁley can produce cas-
cadmg unpacts across multiple sys-
temsand sectors. Underlying disaster
risk drivers include climate chan_ge;
POVERTY and inequality, populatio::\
growth, health emergencies caused by
pandemics, p'ractices such as unsus-
ﬁipabl{]ané use and management,

~ armed conflicts: and environmental

degradatmn

The iihount of loss and damage
prodnced by a dlsaster depends on
the. speed and spat:al scale at which
ahazard mrptacts with vulnerablhty

and dther preemstmg risk factors,

along with the amount of exposed

_assetsor livelihoods.

e&iﬁéme,gsés, diaasters result
in the displacement and outward
migration of ru:alpop lations. Mas-
by ¢ abwrma; .
monSobmall $iﬁPa‘kistanssouthem
province of Sindhisan illustrative ex-
ample ofhowthecqmb ation of slow
and sudden onset hazards triggered
displacement, negatively impacting
agrifood systems and increasmg food

danyproducts andeggsmMenco and Mﬂ“ﬁq—-‘ oo s it ol

India in 2021 N

g -\U

GLQB,AL lo,ssﬁe's mask significant
vanahﬂxt,-]r across reg:ons. subre-
gions and country grbups Accord-
ing to the report, Asia experienced
by far the largest share of the total
economic losses.

Africa, Europe and the Americas
alsodisplayeda asimilar order of mag-
nitude. HaweVez. losses in Asia only
accounted for 4 percent of the agri-
cultutal added value, while in Africa

‘ theycorg;esgondedtonearlprercent
: Thevambﬂ!tywasevenhlgher across
subregions. ( .

In absolute terms, losses were
higher in high-income countries,
lower-middle-income countries and
upper-middle-income countries,
but low-income countries, and es-
pecially SIDS, suffered the highest
incidence of lo§ses in agricultural
added vdlue.ﬁ An

Cascadmg unpacts’
) ! ve mcreaped
; ,aiuqthe 1970s to

around 400 events per year world-
wide in the past 20 years. Not only
are disaster events increasing in
frequency, intensity and complexity
but their impact is also expected to

™ woraen, ﬁ?:ﬁinﬁ}:‘e—mduced disasters
amphfy existingsocialand ecological
vulnerabilities. i
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