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“We' need to maﬁﬂ‘am our buffer stock.
The NE. Eu;chasmg locally. They are not

“allowed to import, They should maintain at
in-  least 300,000 to 350,000 MT of stoc;k as pernce

e EeRANT IR A J‘
ByROMINACABRERA -
The ¢ try’vs;moe»s ol 'gnll he;sl:able " mi
goverthe%h aysa?na %ﬁrstqﬁarterof
2024 following the ongoing harveq]:ﬂg_ason and ‘
previous imports, according to Department of twe 50 per kilo for dry an ' st season ‘tanf.ﬁcahonf‘ De Mesa said.
Ag—nculture (]jA)s okesman Arnel de Mesa. . around P18 for wet pal y vanta ) the .8 mi metric  He reiterated that there i is no need to reun-
He noted that pnces have gone down to fanners Sy - ton ice imported in the first alf the pose the ncepncecexlmg ;
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- Palay output forecast
to hit record high this year

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Despite the El Nifio phenome-
non, an official of the Department
of Agriculture (DA) is projecting
palay (unmilled rice) production
to reach 20 million metric tons
(MT) this year, the highest in the
Philippines if achieved, due to
better harvest conditions.

Agriculture Undersecretary
Leocadio Sebastian said that
assuming the same production
scenario, the DA believes it is
“still possible this time” to ex-
ceed the volume of palay pro-
duced in 2022 as a result of high-
er yields in the first six months.

“Hopefully, we will reach
20 million metric tons. If not,
we're just a little short of that,”
Sebastian said.

Sebastian attributed the
rosy outlook to the current har-
vest season, which he described
as “fine,” adding that no strong
typhoon has hit the Philippines
so far, “only heavy rains and
pest outbreaks in some areas.”

S T
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BUMPER HARVEST SEEN Farmers take advantage of the sunny

weather to dry their harvest of palay in Apalit town, Pampanga

province. —NINO JESUS ORBETA

He told reporters that the
DA was assessing the impact of
Typhoon “Egay” (international
name: Doksuri) on the agricul-
ture sector, particularly rice,
and other weather disturbances
that hit the country this year.

The agriculture sector sus-
tained P4.66 billion in losses
due to the combined effects of
Egay and Typhoon “Falcon”
(international name: Khanun),
which wiped out P1.79 billion
worth of rice, or almost 40 per-

cent of the total losses.

Cropping season adjustment

To maximize production,
the DA is in coordination with
the National Irrigation Admin-
istration to study the adjust-
ment of the cropping season as
part of “huge reforms” in the
rice sector, according to Agri-
culture Undersecretary Mer-
cedita Sombilla.

“If they're able to shift the
planting season twice in the
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dry season, the yields are very
much higher than during the
wet season,” Sombilla said.
Palay output reached 9.03
MT in the first semester of 2023,
up by 3.4 percent from 8.7 million
MT in the same period a year
ago, based on the data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority.
The January to June pro-
duction represents 45.7 per-
cent of the 19.76 million MT of

‘the output recorded the previ-

ous year. However, last year's
production is lower than the
record high of 19.96 million MT
attained in 2021.

Earlier, Sebastian said the
initial palay harvest from the
provinces of Isabela, Nueva
Ecija and North Cotabato, es-.
timated at 9oo,000 MT, would
augment domestic supply and
stabilize prices.

. In a statement, the Presi-
dential Communications Office
quoted Sebastian as saying that
the initial harvest of palay from
the current wet season would
occur until September. ma
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What food summits
may need to discuss

ur inflation levels remain -
" to LGUs and

high. The price of food,

constituting about a third

to half of what makes up
our inflation figures, needs to be
brought down. To address these
concerns, I expect that “food sum-
mits” and conferences will be
called soon to bring stakeholders
together to find solutions to these
high prices.

I believe the first thing to do is °

to get the majority, this means more
consumers to these summits. These
include community, civic church,
and business groups and enterprises
such as restaurants and hotels. They
may provide perspectives that oth-
ers may not be aware of, and thus,
policies and solutions to lower food
prices will be more holistic and ben-
eficial for all Filipinos.

Apart from this, there are re-
curring challenges that need to be
addressed. First is that because of
our archipelagic nature, the cost of
transporting goods to and from var-
ious provinces is a bit higher when
compared with countries with one
land mass and a single transport
vehicle can bring goods from farm to
market. In our case, we will need to
load and unload ships. Visit the port
of Cagayan de Oro in the early eve-
nings to see vegetables bound for the
Visayas. This can add time and cost
due to additional handling. This is
passed on to consumers. The cost of
transport needs to be brought down.

The more acute challenges are
quite painful. These include in-
termittent weather and disasters.
Throwing away food also harms

food production. When a strong

typhoon hits, agricultural damage
means there will be less of a com-
modity available, causmg prices in
the months after to rise. .

For these and other reasons, I
believe that boosting local food pro-
duction will be necessary. Since ag-
riculture, is a devolved function un-
der the Local Government Code, the
regional offices of the Department
of Agriculture will need to boost
extension support. This consists
of technical advice, and market-

ing assistance
communities to #MINDANAO
help consoli-
date producers
and their products within provinces
and seek markets for excess produce
outside the area. This means group-
ing farmers into larger production
units so that inputs can be sourced
more cheaply, and products can be
produced in larger quantities to
supply larger demand.

Moreover, the outputs of the
various agriculture research centers
within regions will need to be publi-
cized to provide updated knowledge
that farms can use. This knowledge
is even more vital when we realize
how changing climates and natural
disasters are affecting production.
The knowledge makes the existing
farms more competitive.

In addition, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) and the Department of
Agrarian Reform can collaborate
with other food-producing agencies
to boost localized food production.
The DAR works with agrarian reform
beneficiaries to boost their produc-
tion. The DENR has control over
public lands that can also produce

food, and can promote agroforestry

activities that can also supply food
particularly fruits from perennial
crops.

The combined efforts of these
three agencies can be amplified fur-
ther with collaboration from other
agencies will help ensure food avail-
ability at the local level and make
farms more competitive.

Business and civil society groups
can work with the government to
ensure distribution and sales of the

This keeps demand for the produce

products to a much wider market. i-.

JOHN TRIA i

high, ensuring a steady market for %

the farm.

' What this means, in a nutshell,
is a two-pronged approach: Build-
ing a more resilient food system
for producers and consumers and
getting more and cheaper food for
the majority will require a whole of
society effort.
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Record palay

arvest

p055|ble this year - DA

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

OCAL production of palay (unmilled rice)

is expected to increase this year, a senior
official of the Department of Agriculture

(DA) said.

Agriculture Undersecretary for
Rice Industry Development Leoca-

output is estimated to reach 20
million metric tons (MT), higher
by 1.5 percent from the 19.7 mil-
lion MT recorded output in 2022.

He added that it is also possible
that palay output will hit a record
high this year.

“|We are expecting yield] higher
from last year ... if not, just a small
| deficit [from last year's output],”
Sebastian told reporters on the

dio Sebastian said that local palay

sidelines of the 6th International
Rice Congress on Oct. 19, 2023.

Palay production for the third
quarter of this year is expected to
increase by 0.3 percent compared
to the same period in 2022, the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) said.

Data from the PSA showed
that palay production for July
to September was estimated at
3.80 million MT as of September,
higher than the 3.79 million MT
posted a year earlier.

Sebastian, meanwhile, said that
the El Nifio hasn't been felt yet as
the rainy season is still prevailing
inthe country. - '

He added that the dry season
usually results in better solar ra-
diation, maximizing production
in irrigated farm lands.

“If your solar radiation is good,
growth of palay will be better,
which will result in a better har-
vest,” said Sebastian.

As for areas with no sufficient
water supply, Sebastian said
they are taking initiatives to
adjust the planting calendar to
an earlier period.

In terms of buying prices, the
official said that the cost of palay is
currently high, benefiting farmers.

“I don't hear any complaints
from farmers, [which] they do
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every year," he said.

Average palay prices at the na-
tional level went up to P22.16 per
kilogram (kg) in August, indicating
an increase of 25.8 percent from
P17.61 per kg posted a year eatlier.

On Sept. 18, 2023, the Na-
tional Food Authority (NFA)
Council chaired by President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. set a new
price range for buying palay
to improve the income of rice
farmers in the country.

It was announced that the buy-
ing price for dry palay would be
P23 per kg from P19 per kg and
for wet, up from P19 per kg from
P16 kg, respectively.

The President said the move
was aimed at improving farmers’
income and ensuring sufficient
supply of the staple.
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DA sees record palay harvest this year

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE country could experience
record palay harvest this year de-
spite the expected effects of the
El Nifio phenomenon, according
to the Department of Agriculrure
(DA).

Leo Sebastian, DA undersec-
retary for rice industry devel-
opment, told reporters on the
sidelines of a forum hosted by
the International Rice Research
Institute last week that local palay
production this year can “hope-
fully” reach up to 20 million
metric tons (MT) ot just slightly
below that figure.

In 2021, Philippine local
rice production hit a record
19.96 million MT, but slightly

dropped to 19.76 million MT
last year.

The DA said the optimistic
projection is driven by the around
300,000 MT yield increase of
palay for the first semester of the
year compared to a similar period
in 2022.

Sebastian added that the effects
of El Nifio are not yet present so
the DA is preparing for its possi-
ble effects that will likely amplify
temperature for the dry season
flext year.

However, Sebastian noted the
phenomenon’s positive and nega-
tive effects which the government
could prepare for.

“Qur irrigated areas are where
we maximize production for the
dry season because usually, El

Nifio will result in bettef/solar
radiaton. When solar radiation is
good, the growth of rice is good,
so the yield is higher,” Sebastian
said.

“That’s why in the areas where
there is expected to be a shortage
of water, that will be hit. If you
plant rice during that time when
you already know there will be a
lack of water, you will really be
hit. So, what we are doing there
in the areas that we know will
be hit by lack of water, we are
adjusting the planting calendar to
eatlier for the arrival of February,
March harvest time,” Sebastian
added.

Mercedita Sombilla, DA un-
dersecretary for policy, planning
and regulations, said the agency

acknowledges that among the chal-
lenges faced by the Philippines in
terms of production is the lack of
arable lands.

Sombilla said the Philippines
has fewer arable land compared to
Vietnam and Thailand, adding that
these countries also have access to
rivers for irrigation.

“That’s why we’re trying to
find means by which we could re-
ally increase production: (Among
them) is to shift another dry season
crop to a dry season. So, we will
have two dry seasons which are
going to be more... we can better
control weather that way and with
proper irrigation, we would be able
to increase our production, have
higher yields during those times,”
Sombilla said. -
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last week. :

Mr. Sebastian added that dur-
i mgthefirsthalf the harvest was
ahead of the year—earher pace by
about 300,000 MT.

‘Last year, palay output fell to
19.76 million MT from 19.96 nnl-

lion MT a year earher, according .

to the Philippine Statistics Au-
thority (PSA). .

' International Rice Congress ‘
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Mr. Sebastian said that El
Nifio has yet to affect the current
harvest. . -

"There is no El Nlﬁo yet, the
effect we are seeing is alot of rain.
We will prepare for it in the dry
season,” he added. | i ais

The gover,nment weather ser-
vice, known as PAGASA (Philip-

pine Atmosphenc. Geophysxcal
and Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration), has said that El

Nifio is likely to peak in late 2023

and early 2024.

Separately, International Po-
tato Center Asia Regional Direc-
tor Samarendu Mohanty said he
does not consider rice self-suf—
ficiency to be easy to achieve for
the. Phlhppmes amid an increas-

ing populatlon.

“I don’t think you’ll be self—
sufficlent with the population
growth you have. You still have to
‘address it throughl.mports Andif
you (resort to) lmports, then you
have this uncertainty (in the form
of) exporting countries’ restric-
tions,” Mr. Mohanty said.

India’s Director of Foreign
Trade announced on last week
the easing of its export ban on
non-basmatl wh;te rice, allocating
250,000MT to the Phlhppmes ;

,_'est-case scenario for
put at 20 million MT

Vletnam, the Philippines’ top
source for rice, announced plans
to reduce rice exports to four mil-
lion tons a year by 2033.

In areport the PSA said that

_P_luhppme s rice self-sufficiency

ratio declined to 77% in 2022
from 81.5% a year earlier..

Asked to comment, Mr. Sebas-
tian said rice self-sufficiency can
be attained via the government’s
Masagana Rice Industry Devel-
opment Program. .

The program aims to stabilize
the supply of the staple grain at
between 24.99 million MT and
26.86 million MT, in the process
keepmg the annual growth of rice
prices atlessthan1%.

“We have to exerta lot of eﬁ'ort,
we need to focus on 1p1t1a11y irri-
gating about 1.5 million hectares,
maximize the productivity in that
area... (and) we could get higher .
yields, he said. — Adrian H. Halili
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DA tests red omon seeds 11’1 Davao de Oro

BY MANUEL il CA’(ON
v@aw:mm[box

ghnehy

!
b

[\ AVAO CITY—The De- .
partment of Agriculture

tested the adapta.b111ty
of red onions in the province of
Davao de Oro, formerly Compos-
tela Valley, in a move to spread
out the production of this im-
portant spice in thellutzchen, the
price of which has skyrocketed
several times beyond the reach
of common households.
. The test _planting was started

on October 6 for Onion 68, Onion. L

8%, Super Pinoy, Red Pinoy, Red
Moon, and Red Dragon varieties
in a demonstration area of 880

square meters in Barangay Bati-

nao, New Bataan town.

Each variety is planted to a_ :

S WV 1

' '7-"1; Aol Bﬂrsquare—meter ¢ lot.. The. omqns

are expected for harvest in I}Je-
cember :

This test plantmg‘was actua.lly
the second attempt after the ﬁrst
test planting on May 4 failed 4ue
to the continued heavy rains in
~ the test area in fBarangay Pasxan

;1n Monkayo town. .
- Thesecondplantingwas umgr—

3

_ taken by the Batinao Cabacungan
‘Sto. Nino Irrigator’s Farmers
- soc1at1on (Bacasifia Inc. 1
"~ Four seed compames—-uhe
~ RAMGO International Corp., Al-
lied Botanical Corp., East-West
Seed Co. and Pilipinas’ ‘?Kanéko
Seeds Corp.—participated in the
DAtestplantngrlwhattheagegcy
called a production derby. ]
“The Department of Agi‘l-
culture-RFO XI initiated tl_us

S-

-pro;ect throﬂg}iﬂts H1gh-Va1ue

Crops Development’ Program in
parthershlp‘ W1th the Provincial
and Municipal 'Governments,
N'aftmnal Irrigation 4 Adrrimlstra—

t1on{ Der artment of Labor and

Emgloyment and Seed Compa-
nies, des1gned to help with food

security, poverty reducnonP and

Field Operation Division Chlef
Marie Ann Constantino.

| Shesaid that “withsoaringmar-

long-term grqwgh said DA XI

ket prices for onions; we devised

a plan'to conduct a red bulb on-

production derby in order to

g arantee our food security and
sufficiency.”

| “Wealso encourageyou to think

beyond food security but to have

the sufficiency to compete on a

g%oba.l scgl_g‘,‘ as this Fouid' raise

Davao de Oro.”

your standard of living,” she said.

The result of the study will be
the basis for the government pro-
curement of red bulb onion seeds
tobe dlstnbuted to quallfle&farm—

Aers in the provmce

"Assistant Provincial Agrlcul-
turist Ronald C. Sibayan said he
hoped for the study’s success “as
this would benefit the. p,eog}a of

“If this would be $uccessfu1

,t‘h,e next step is to mass-produce

the onions. The provincial gov-
ernment is open to this endeavor

because this is one the priority of

. the goyernor to addrei%,ghe co‘rn-
plaint of farmers,” he

Executive Asswté.ﬁt‘jr Nlck

ded.

Consencino, representlng Gov,er-
nor Dorothy P. Montejo- -Gonzaga,
said “This is one rare opportunity
for us. Hopefully this would sim-

- ceed. By December, let us return
‘here to a harvest festival.”
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HOUSE TO GONTINUE

THE House Committee on
Agricultureand Food will con-
tinue checking the prices of
rice, onions and other agricul-
tural products. -
CommittechairmanQuezon
Representative Mark Enverga
said upon the instruction of
Speaker Martin G. Romualdez
and in line with the desire of
President Ferdinand Marcos]r.
to make food ucts afford-
able, the panel will observe and
address inflation.

Enverga said the panel
would conductpublichearings
andinquiriesand hold consulta-
tions with stakeholders, if nec-
essary, to avert any unreason-
able increase in prices of basic
staples.

“Wewillnotbeintimidated
by pressure from any source.
We are here to serve our
ple'sinterests under the PBBM
administration,” Envergasaid.

Enverga added that he and
his colleagues should not be

distracted by the controversy
surrounding therequestand use
of confidentialand intelligence
funds(CIFs).

“That's water under the
bridge now because the House
has already decided to realign
those funds to agencies con-
cerned with the country’ssecu-
rity and territorial integrity.

_ Those affected should respect

the House decision,” Enverga
stressed.
Early this year, the Enverga

committee conducted a four-
‘month inquiry into the sudden
increase in the price of onions,
which skyrocketed to as much
as P800 a kilo.

Thehearings resulted in the
drastic drop of onion prices
from P700 to P160 per kilo.

Partlyasaresuitoftheinqﬁ—
ry, the National Bureau of In-
vestigation has filed charges
against three Department of
Agriculture officials and three
officers of a cooperative.
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E D U C AT' 0 N I N S P I R AT I 0 N Sea rca and Unilab’s holding of the seminar aims to educate

and inspire farmers to make mformed decisions in their financial e:ndeavors, marketing strategies and daily dietary habits.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Searca, Unilab provide health,
financial literacy to farmers

LoS BANOS, Laguna: To provide health
and financial literacy seminars to
farmers in this town, the Southeast
Asian Regional Center for Graduate
Study and Research in Agriculture
(Searca) collaborated with the Unit-
ed Laboratories Inc. (Unilab), a
leading pharmaceutical company in
the Philippines.

Dr. Glenn Gregorio, Searca di-
rector, said the farmers need to be
educated and inspired to make in-
formed decisions in their fin
endeavors, markeupg strategwsdnd

daily dletary its.
- Associ rof. Joselito Florend i
Searca ¢ puty director for admin-

cial

: ﬁ“nanual

its Partnerships Unit, and Unilab
conducted a half-day Seminar on
Health and Financial Literacy for
Smallholder Farmers. at the Searca
Drilon Hall here.

During the seminar, Jeff Evangelis-
ta, Unilab's presiding; officer of the
41st Employees Council, briefed 17
farmers from Timuga n in this town
about the company's corporate ad-
vocacy program, “Alagang Unilab,”
in his opening message.

The seminar featured three talks

_'-on topics | idenuﬁed by7 the farmers.

First, Jenn Lyn de ] esus, a Sunlife
a visor, delivered a pre-
“sentation on “Achieving Financial

1stratlon, , said farmers need to be - Freedom, providing farmers with

equlpped with knowledge and re-
sources to enhance their productivity

and livehhood j a

“It is time we gave importance to
the physlca'l and financial health of
our farmers,” J—‘loréndo also said.

He noted that very recently, on
Oct. 16, 2023, Searca, through

7

‘ ‘sg:at 'és and tips for rnanaging their

es effectively.

Secondly, Zara Mae Fistareja, Searca
senior associate for pu blic relations,
shared practical insighits on leverag-
ing Facebook to prornote and sell
agricultural products in her presen-
tation, “Facebook for harketing Agri

Products.”

Lastly, Mara de los Santos, a nutri-
tionist-dietitian at Reliancellnited,
a subsidiary of Unilab, discussed
the significance of a balanced diet
and nutrition in maintaining over-
all well-being in her presentation,
“Importance of Diet and Nutrition
in our Daily Lives.”

Gregorio said Searca and Unilab
distributed vitamins and vegetable
seeds to the farmers during the event
which encapsulated the institutions’
mutual commitment to community
support, sustainability and good
health and well-being.

Searca also facilitated the handing
over of Unilab’s donation of three units
of computers to the Dagatan Family
Farm School (DFFS) in Lipa, Batangas.

DFFS is a valued partner school
of the center and is a recognized
learning site for agriculture by the
Department of Agriculture-Agricul-
ture Training Institute.

LEANDER C. POMINGO
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Corﬁ:futures retreat

CHICAGO- Chicago Board of
Trade corn futures closed lower
after hitting their highest price
since August on Friday, while
soybean futures retreated from a
one-month high.

Traders took profits after the
matkets rose eatlier on concerns
about a drought in Brazil disrupt-
ing grain shipments on tivers and
slowing soy plantings, analysts
said. Technical buying and hopes
for additional US export demand
also supported futures earlier in
the session.

US farmers with crops to sell
welcomed a temporary return of
corn prices above §5 a bushel as
many continue to harvest their
fields, bringing fresh supplies to
the market. )

But most-active corn futures
ended below that key price level,
with the December contract

falling 9-1/2 cents to $4.95-1/2

a bushel. The market earlier
reached $5.09-1/2, its highest
price since Aug. 2.

“Corn was up overnight, and
tried to stay that way early in the
day session, but fell off hard late
on harvest hedging and chart sell-
ing,” Charlie Sernatinger, executive
vice president of Marex Capital
Markets, said in a note.

Soybean futures touched
$13.18-1/2 a bushel, its highest
price since Sept. 21, before closing
13-1/4 cents lower at $13.02-1/4.
Soymeal reached its highest price
since June.

Farmer sales of soybeans have
accelerated in recent days, with
strength in the futures market and
basis gains combining to push
cash prices above $13 a bushel in

‘many areas, an lowa dealer said.

However, some growers continue
to hold out for even higher prices.
- Reuters
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PARBOILED rice export prices
in top hub India declined for the
third straight week on sluggish
demand, primarily due to the
extension of export duties until
March 2024.

Prices for India’s 5 percent
broken-parboiled variety fell to
$510-8520 per metric ton from
$515-$525 last week.

“Last week, buyers were wait-
ing for the government’s decision
on the duty. This week, some of
them started buying after the
government provided clarity
...However, demand is still far
lower than normal,” said Akash
Jhunjhunwala, a tice miller based
in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

India announced an extension
of the 20 percent export duty,
initially set to expire on Oct. 15,
to March 2024.

Last week, India said it will
maintain the floor price for bas-
mati rice until further notice, as
it continues to restrict overseas
shipments.

But the country said it will per-
mit the export of non-basmati
white rice to several countties,
including Nepal, Cameroon, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines, Seychelles,
Ivory Coast, and the Republic of
Guinea.

Thailand’s 5 percent broken
rice prices also eased to $575-

Malaya

Business Insight

Date: 24~ 7%

YD

page: __ 7¢

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ASTA RICE

India prices retreat;
Vietham'’s increase

Farm laborer’s planting rice saplings in a field on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, India. (Reuters Photo)

$580 per metric ton from $580-
$600 last week.

“Demand was coming in from
Asian and African countries,” said
a Bangkok-based trader, adding
supply from the most recent har-
vest was expected by month-end.

Vietnam’s 5 percent broken rice
prices rose to $625-$630 per met-

ric ton versus $615-8625 last week.

“Prices edged up slightly be-
cause supplies are flat as the sum-
mer-autumn harvest has ended,”
a Ho Chi Minh City-based trader
said, adding high global demand
and Middle East tensions as con-
tributing factors.

Preliminary data showed

Page of

271,600 tons of rice to be loaded
at Ho Chi Minh City port during
Oct. 1-22, most of it headed to the
Philippines, Indonesia and Cuba.

In Bangladesh, officials said the
government had hiked the price it
would pay farmers for the upcom-
ing harvest, aiming to purchase

700,000 tons. -Reuters
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Al dlgltal tools make agnfood

systems chmate—resﬂlent

r I YO revolutionize the agri-
) food sector, farmers and
consumers must harness
the power of digital tools and
provide better and safer access to
innovation. These were the key
calls to action from the “Al and
Digital Tools for Climate Resilient
. Agrifood Systems” event held last
' - Thursdayat the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United
‘Nations (FAQ).
' Farmers are battling the in-
creasing number of challenges
brought on by the climate crisis:
erratic weather pattérns, shlftmg
prec1p1tatlon cycles, nslng tem-
_peratures ‘and extreme weather
events, among them. With the
end result being crop failures, re-
duced yields and decreased food
securlty, smallholder farmers, ‘in
particular, need climate resilient
‘solutions to secure and bolster
their livelihoods.

'With the right access to tech-
nological tools, farmers can wield
these advances for more efficient
andresilient agriculture, revolu-
tlomzmgtradltmnalagncultural
practices into sophisticated, da-
ta-driven systems. Modern agri-
culture must incorporate these
important 1nnovat1ons to tackle
challenges like climate change
and dwindling: natural resources.

“Al [artificial'intelligence]
should be a tool for agrifood sys-
tem transformation and rural

development,” said FAO D‘Iréctor-‘

General Qu Dongyu.
Digital tools should be lever-

aged and designed with fdrmers_;

in mind, headded.

Moderated by FAO Chief In-
formation Officer Dejan Jakov-
ljevic, the panel was formed by
Najat Mokhtar, Deputy Director-
General and Head of the Depart-
ment of Nuclear Sciences and
Applications of the International
Agency for Atomic Energy (IAEA)
Vincent Martin, FAO Director of
the Office of Innovation Alan
Belward, Head of Food Security
Unit at the European Commis-
sion Joint Resgarch Centre Sebas-
tian Bosse, Head of Interactive &
Cognitive Systems Group at the
Fraunhofer Heinrich Hertz Insti-
tute and Rikin Gandhi, Founder
-and Chief Executive Offn:er of
Digital Green.

The event, part of the Sc1ence
and Innovation stream of the
World Food Forum focused on
highlighting concrete examples of
technologicalinnovationsalready
modernizing and revolutionizing

agriculture.

In his keynote speéch FAO
Chief Economist Maximo Tor-
rero, drew attention to some ex-
citing examples of digital tools
already developed by FAO. One
of the most recent is a digital ap-
plication*dubbed FLAPP (the FAI
Food LossApp), that enhances the
ability to analyze where and why
food losses happen, allowing for
more targeted interventions in

reducing wastage.

Playing a short explanatory
video, Torrero also pointed to
the on-the-ground impact of

~ one digital tool, called “Ugani

Kiganjani,” for farmers in Tan-
zania. This mobile application,
part of the FAO Digital Services
Portfolio, provides farmers with
weather forecasts and advisory
services so that they can prepare
the land or harvest accordingly.
This app is helping farmers adapt

. to the variable weather patterns

caused by climate change.

IAEA’s Mokhtar highlighted-

the innovative use of cosmic ray

‘neutron sensorsasan agncuItural

solution. An area of work within
the Joint FAO/TAEA Centre of
Nuclear Techniques in Food and
Agriculture, these ‘sensors allow
scientists to track neutronsin the
atmosphere and determine how
much water is already in the soil.
This information offered to farm-
ers can then guide them on.when

" orwhen ot to irrigate.. \ F-

“All the speakers add1t1onally
highlighted the importance of
responsible use and ethics of
these tools and FAO’s Martin re-
called the Organization’s signing
of the Rome Call for AT Ethics, a
document that supportsa trans-
parent, inclusive, responmble,
:mpartlal reliable and secure

'approach to AL

All panelists agreed on the
potential of Al and digital tools
to address some of the many
challenges posed by the climate
crisis. There were, nonetheless,
broad calls for caution in using
these toolsinaninclusive and re-
sponsible manner, recommend-
ing validation and quality assur-
ance of Al outputs and stressing
thatunchecked use of these tools
can create more bias, result in
less inclusion or even widen the
digital divide. '

The safe and ethical uses of
digital tools and technological
pfactu:es on the other hand, are
proving crucial forsound agnfood
systems of the future.
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fThe USis Iosmg the race W|th BraZ|I for soybean dominance

AR, By TARSO VELOSO
" Bloomberg

" A SEVENFOLD jump in Brazilian

{ A'soybéan shipments to China for

next month highlights how the US

is losing influence over one of the world’s
most important agricultural markets.

" China, the higgest soybean importer

globally, booked at least 95 cargoes of

. the crop from Brazil for now until the end

 of November. For next month, there are

52 vessels already scheduled, compared

_ with seven for the same week last year, .
 according to shipping agency Alphamar -

* Agencia Maritima.

- Incontrast, exportsales of USsoybeans

for this season are down 40 percent
from a year earlier. It's a striking drop,

" considering the ideal timeframe for

American shipments usually starts in
October to coincide with the harvest and

continues for months. This year, that key

window has narrowed to weeks.

- US soybean sales to other countries
totaled $34 billion last year, making it
the top agricultural export commodity.

Drought and the hottest summer
ever have shriveled the Mississippi River,
which funnels barges of soybeans from
the Midwest to Gulf anst ports. Freight
costs have soared, making.US exports less
competitive at a time when the harvest
would typically make them cheaper
relative to supplies from other cuunirles
Brazil, meanwhile, still hasstocksavallable
from its record crop earlier this year, with
shipments poised to beat estimates.

The narrowing ofthe key window for us

soybean exports is a sngn that shipq\ents

IS —— e

fhts season could further trail official
estimates; underscoring how the nation is

 losingits global agricultural clout. Wheat,

torn and soy surpluseswere ofte a powerful
tool of American statecraft. Now, as US

expnrts wane, rival suppllers Ilke Brazll

are filling the void.

“The US exporting window is not'

a months-long event and It 'will be
competing with Brazilian offers all the
way until early 2024," said Victor Martins,
Latin America risk manager at brokerage
Amius Ltd.

- That suggests that Brazilian exports
will likely be higher than the 97.5 million
metric tons that the US Department of
Agriculture forecast in October, while US
exports should be reduced, Martins said.

[ Meanwhlle US exports sales-to China are

the lowest level since 2019.

e - - -

Brazilian prices have benefited from
aweaker currency and falling premiums
inthe producing regions, keeping ofﬁers
more competitive against the US until
December, said Martins. That will start
to change once Brazilian stocks are

“depleted and rains lift the Mississippi

water levels, cutting freight costs and
turning US beans cheaper. Freight
costs in the US are trending lower after
reaching a peak in September.
There are early signs that Brazilian
soybean stocks are being depleted before

" its harvest begins in February. Local

processors are hidding for beans above
export prices, which will drive Brazilian
prices for delivery to China higher in
relation to the US Gulf. That should
ultimately mean fewer Brazilian supplies

available for export, Martins said.

Page

of



