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AGHI PRODUCERS, TARIFF BODY INPOLICY TIISSlE

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Industrial stakeholders are urg-
ing the Tariff Commission (TC) to
publicly release the findings and
recommendations of the agency
on proposals to adjust tariffs for
transparency purposes.

The TC, however, said all their
findings were classified as “confi-
dential” as a Supreme Court ruling
prohibits them from publishing
the recommendations made by
the commission.

Federation of Free Farmers
board chair Leonardo Monte-
mayor, a former agriculture
secretary, said industry players
were asking the TC to reveal
only their “major findings” for
the “information and education
of everybody.”

Montemayor, who was a
four-term congressman, said
both the House of Represen-
tatives and the Senate release
position papers and findings of
the committees concerned when
they conduct public hearings.

“It is news to me because
we have no idea as to what
were the findings, recommen-
dations of the TC,” he added.

The point of contention
is the Sept. 28 recommenda-
tion submitted by the TC to
the National Economic and
Development Authority and
the Department of Trade and
Industry on a proposal to tem-
porarily reduce the tariff on
imported rice, which was then
rejected by President Marcos'
himself. ma
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DSWD distributes
rice in BARMM

DEPARTMENT of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD) Sec-
retary Rexlon “Rex” Gatchalian
thanked the local leaders in the
provinces of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) for their
warm welcome during the Pan-
tawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program
(4Ps) rice distribution.
Gatchalian and Special Assistant
to the President (SAP) Secretary
Antonio Lagdameo Jr. were pres-
ent during the rice distribution
on Monday to 4Ps recipients in
Bongao, Tawi-Tawi, and Jolo, Sulu.
Tawi-Tawi Gov. Ysmael Sali and
Sulu Gov. Abdusakur Tan super-
vised the rice distribution.
Secretary Gatchalian stated in
his brief statement that the distri-
bution of rice is part of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr's directive to
prioritize food security and a stable
supply cham by tackhng concerns

Bureau of Customs to conduct a
raid and confiscate these rice stocks
to ensure that those taking advan-
tage of the situation were taught a
lesson,” Gatchalian said.
Gatchalian also stated that the
rice provided to 4Ps recipients
was part of the 42,000 sacks of
smuggled rice seized by the Bureau
of Customs (BoC) in Zamboanga

City last May that were donated to
the DSWD for distribution.

According to Gatchalian, the
DSWD will continue to distribute
confiscated commodities through-
out the country in order to guaran-
tee that they reach people in need, .
particularly 4Ps households.

“Rest assured that our President
will continue to monitor the price
of rice to ensure that there is af-
fordable rice for Filipino families,”
Gatchalian said.

The beneficiaries of 25 kilo-
grams of premium-quality jasmine
rice included around 3,000 poor
households, the majority of which
were 4P members from the three
BARMM provinces of Tawi-Tawi,
Sulu and Basilan.

The first destination for the
DSWD team was in Bongao,
Tawi-Tawi, where they were wel-
comed by Gov. Ysmael Sali and
Vice Gov. Al Syed Sali.

This was followed by rice dis-
tribution in Jolo, Sulu, which was
made possible by Governor Tan's
support.

Later in the day, Gov. Hadjiman
Hataman and Lamitan City Mayor
Roderick Furigay were present as
the DSWD's Field Office-9 (Zam-
boanga Peninsula) delivered rice
to the people of Lamitan City in
Basilan province. ;
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BACOLOD CITY . The ' holiday seasotr, Ampatuan
stressed

threat of African swine fever 4

(ASE) is waning, according to -
an official of the Department
of Agnculture (DA)
- Inhis at the 9th Re-
ional Organic Agncul'nu‘e
ongress held at - Negros

secretary Zamzamin Ampatu—
an, however, said it remains a
challenge for the government
to contain the spread of ASF
until a vaccine against the
swine disease is developed in
the country.
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shortage of pork during the

Resi- e
dences in this city, DA Under-

‘the need to enhance
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which remain ASE-free.
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E Philippines is expected to produc more
dairy milk next year as local consumption
is increasing, the United States Department

of Agriculture (USDA) said.

In its Global Agriculture Infor-
mation Network report, the USDA
forecast Philippine dairy milk pro-
duction to reach 29 million metric
tons (MT) for 2024, higher than
this year's estimated volume of 28
million MT. However, it noted that
dairy herd growth was still slow.

“Production growth has been
slow in recent years because of

the inability to increase the dairy
herd, mostly due to insufficient
funding and little investment from
the private sector,” the USDA said.

The previous forecast for 2023
dairy production was 32 million
MT.

Demand for dairy in the country,
meanwhile, is expected to increase
by 3 percent to 3.5 million MT in
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However,ithe USDA said that high

prices of dairy milk was slowing
down growth in consumer demand.

In terms of imports, shipment of
fluid milk will likely rise by 5 per-
cent to 110,000 MT. So will cheese
imports, increasing 2 percent to
53,000 MT next year.

“Despite production improve-
ments, the Philippines supplies
only 1 percent of its total annual
dairy requirement, with the rest
imported,” the USDA said.

Average milk production in the
country is 10 liters (L) per day for
dairy cows; 4.5 L/day for buffalo;
and 1.5 L/day for goats. This is
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around 30 L/day.

“Production [in the Philippines]
remains low mainly due to poor
feeding and management practices
resulting from high production
costs and lack of adequate infra-
structure,” the USDA said.

Water buffalo and goats’ milk
supplies were also seen to increase
but “it will not offset the decrease
in cow’s milk production.”

Cow's milk production ac-
counted for 60 percent of expected
output.

Data from Philippine Statistics
Authority showed the country's
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(female dairy animals only) in 2023
was at 9,730 heads, while there are
7,240 buffaloes, and 14,908 goats.

Luzon has the top milk-produc-
ing provinces including Laguna,
Bulacan and Batangas. Some prov-
inces in Southern Mindanao are
also major producers like Davao
and Bukidnon.

The agency also cited the low
private investments in dairy ani-
mals as one of the constraints
in the dairy sector, noting that
processors prefer to import low-
cost powder milk over domestic
producers “who cannot supply the
needed volume.” '

improvement program is being im-
plemented by the Department of
Agriculture through the National,
Dairy Authority and the Philippine
Carabao Center to address the lack:
of investment in the sector.

The program has an allocation
of P1.56 billion coming from
residual funds from the United
States Public Law 480 program. .

By 2024, the project aims to
produce 27.7 million liters of
fresh milk and increase livestock
population by almost 17,000
head, excluding the production
of female calves and dairy buf-
faloes.
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Retail Erices of rice have
increased by P2 per kilo amid
the rising farmgate price of
- palay, according to retailers’
oup Grains Retailers Con-
ederation of the Philippines
(GRECON). B

In an interview with The
STAR, GRECON national
president James Magbanua
said that in the Visayas alone,
* the buying price of fresh palay
increased to P19 from P17 per
}dlo, and between P24 and

or dry palay.

“The fam};gate c};vrice of pa-
lay has increased since last
week and it follows that once
the farmgate price goes up,
the retail price of rice will also
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Rice retail prices rise by P2 per kilo

%o up. The P45 per kilo and
40 plus per kilo of rice is still
available,” Magbanua said.
He said the Euying price of
palay is higher in Luzon.
Farmers’ group Samahang
Industriya ng Agrikultura
(SINAG) chairman Rosendo
So earlier said the farmgate
price of palay has reached P27
er kilo.
“The P27 per kilo buying
Elrice of palay is in Luzon.
ere in the Visayas, it has yet
to reach thatlevel,” Magbanua
said. _
He said he does not agree
with So’s proposal for Presi-
dent Marcos to impose an-
other price ceiling of P45 per
kilo on rice next month amid
the increase in the farmgate

price of the staple.

“To me, the price cap is not
advisable. It is notheafthy for
the economy,” Magbanua said.

He said that farmers benefit
from the upward trend in the
farmgate price of palay.

“For the first time, I did not
hear farmers complain about
the low buying price of palay,”
he said. :

Magbanua said the govern-
ment should subsidize the
retail price of rice instead of
imposing a price ceiling.

“The government can sub-
sidize, but not the price cap. If
it will release funding; it is bet-
ter to subsidize (the retail price
of the grains),” he said, noting
that farmers are encouraged to
plant more because of the high

buying price of palay.

XWE l1:)'1et—34;1 topimp)iement a
long-term solution to increase
the yield (of the farmers) and
lower the production cost.
These should include transfer
of technology, modernization

- of the sector and lower the

production cost of the farm-
ers. The government should
address the high cost of farm
inputs,” Magbanua said.

He gave assurance that the
supply of rice amid the peak
harvest season would be ad-
equate.

Meanwhile, Raul Mon-
temayor, national chairman of
the Federation of Free Farmers
(FFE), said that traders an-
ticipate high farmgate prices
after the peak harvest season

and the possible impact of the
El Nifio phenomenon in the
increase in the buying price
of Palay. :

‘There is an uptick in

alay prices, which is good
or farmers. But with the
large harvest coming in, I
don’t think prices will spike
up very much. If ever in the
short-term only, but the in-
crease in palaﬁ prices - when
these should be going down
during the peak harvest sea-
son — indicates that traders
anticipate higher prices after
the harvest months, probably
because of the continued
high international prices and
possible effects of El Nifio,”
Montemayor said in a sepa-
rate message to The STAR.

Montemayor said he is vali-
dating reports that retail prices
of rice have increased.

Like Magbanua, he also
opposed a suggestion to re-
implement the price ceiling
on rice. :

“This (increase in the retail
price of rice) should not be a
reason to impose price caps
and end up depressing Falay
prices and penalizing farm-
ers again for something that
is not their fault. The best and
most reliable way to offset
the increase in international

- prices and effects of El Nifio

is to encourage, not discour-
age, farmers to plant more
by giving them a good price

* for their produce,” he said.

— With Ramon Efren Lazaro
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BY JED MACAPAGAL

LOCAL stakeholders are push-
ing for further modernization
and digitization of the country’s
agricultural sector, citing its ef-
fects in maximizing the industry’s
potential for growth.

Buddy Tancontian, AgriDOM
Solutions Corp. external relations
manager, emphasized the need
for farmers to adopt the tech-
nology of precision agriculture
and collaboration among vatious
stakeholders to promote sustain-
able farming practices and ensure
food security.

“With us working together,
government agencies, research-
ers and agriculture organiza-
tions, we must continue to sup-
port and promote agricultural
innovations and initiatives that
encourage these resource ef-
ficient and farming practices,”
said Tancontian in a recent
roundtable discussion focused
on technologies and innovations
meant to boost the sector.

AgriDOM, a technology-
based solution provider, aims to
digitize, optimize and modernize
the agricultural industry in the
Philippines with services includ-
ing the use of unmanned aerial

Malaya
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AgriDOM's services include the use of unmanned aerial vehicle for fertilizer and pesticide spreading and spraying. (agrid-

omcorp.com)

vehicle and unmanned ground
vehicle fertilizer and pesticide
spreading and spraying; mapping,
surveying and monitoring; and
cold chain management, among
others.

Meanwhile, Nehemiah Cabal-

LIBRARY
7. OF AGRICULTURE

»

long, Philippine Rice Research
Institute information technology
officer, said the government is now
considering digitalization as a core
element of the local agriculture

sector and not just a means to

provide support to farmers.
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The roundtable discussion is
part of the events that lead up
to the Digital Pilipinas Festival
slated next month at the SM Aura.
Convention Center and in various

. co-located venues and innovation

hubs across the country.
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editorial
Farmers, fishers lost
trillions to disasters

ARMERS and fishers—two of the poorest basic

sectors in the Philippines—have incurred more

than a trillion pesos in losses due to typhoons and

other disasters. That is according to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, which
recently published a report that estimated the impact of
disasters on agriculture. (See, “Disasters cost farm sector
$23-billion damage in 30 years—FAO,” in the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, October 17, 2023).

The report, titled “The Impact of Disasters on Agriculture and
Food Security 2023,” said damages caused by typhoons and other
disasters in the past three decades reached at least $23 billion or
P1.26 trillion using the current exchange rate.

FAO looked at the‘impact of 565 disasters that struck the Phil-
ippines since 1990. Despite this, there were “none or very few
figures” reported for the fisheries and aquaculture sectors. This
means that the final tally on theimpact of disasters on agriculture
production could have been much higher if data on those sectors
‘were available. :

The lack of comprehensive data on the impact of typhoons and
disasters on the fisheries and aquaculture sectors is lamentable
as coastal communities, including fishers, are most vulnerable to
coastal flooding and coastal erosion. Measuring the extent of the
damage inflicted by these disasters would allow policymakers to
craft suitable interventions that would allow affected fishers to
strongly bounce back from the horrors caused by strong typhoons.

The reportalso noted that 85 percent of the sources of the coun-
try’s production are susceptible to disasters, and 50 percent of the
country’s territory is considered economically at risk.

Most of the damages included in the report focused on those
related to crops and losses incurred by farmers. And this comes as
no surprise for the Philippines as its rice sector usually bore the
brunt of strong typhoons and erratic weather patterns.

Unfortunately for a country like the Philippines, which has re-
mained as a net food importer, FAO warned that disaster events
haveincreased from 100 peryearinthe1970stoaround400events .
per year worldwide in the past 20 years. Aside from this, disaster
events are becoming more inténse and complex and théir impact
is expected to worsen. These disaster events threaten some of
the progress made by the Philippines in the past to increase farm
productivity and raise food output despite the meager resources |
it allocates for the sector. . |

It would do well for our policymakers to heed FAO’s prescrip-
tion to immediately transform the agrifood systems to minimize
the threats posed by typhoons, droughts, and even transboundary
animal diseases like the African swine fever.

~ FAO said governments must implement a program that will
make it a norm for farmers and other stakeholders to incorporate
 disaster risk management into agricultural practices and policies.
It said this must be done if only to prevent natural disasters and
otherdisruptions toagricultural productionfromrobbing farmers
and fishers of trillions of pesos in potential income. :
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By ANDREA E. SAN JUAN ¥ @andreasanfuan

ANILA should improve its
logistics infrastructure to
“optimize” the Philippines’s
shipments of bananas and pineapples
to Japan, according to Sembikiya

Fruit Co. Ltd.

The company, considered one of
Japan's oldest fruit shops that im-
ports from the Philippines, said it
isexperiencinglogisticsissuesand
ishaving difficulties importing lo-
cal fruits.

Company President Hiroshi Os-
hima made this pronouncement
during the economic dialogue be-
tween the Philippine Chamber of
Commerceand Industry (PCCI)and
the Japan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (JCCI) held in Makati
City last Tuesday.

“Recently, the Filipine banana
is not being stably transported or
imported into Japan. So Ecuador-
ianbananasaregainingmoreshare
in the Japanese banana market,”
Oshima said in Japanese.

He said the fruit company pro-
cessesimported fruit,addsvalue to
it then turns it into a “Sembikiya-
branded product.”

Oshimasaiditisimportantthat

" the original fruit is of “high qual-
“ity”'and that the supply is stable
throughout the year.

Currently, he said 95 percent
of the pineapples being processed
by Sembikiya are from the Philip-
pines. “Pineapples and bananas in

"'the Philippines are of top quality.”
**Asfor pineapples being imported

from the Philippines, the president
of the Japanese fruit importer said
theseare“wellreceived by consumers
thanks to its high ripeneéss, sweet-
ness, and rich 'aroma and we are us-
ingitin a wide range of menu‘due to
its stable quality and availability.”
As for the local bananas it im-

‘ports, the company described Phil-
'ippine ‘bananas as having “more

sweetness, richness and flavor
compared to those produced in
other countries.” The company sells
bananas asfresh fruit.

However, Oshima said he met
with" Trade' Secretary '‘Alfredo E.
Pascualtodiscuss notonlythe sup-
ply of Philippine fruits but also his
conéérns about quality in light of
climate change.

" “We metwith Minister Pascual of

¢ [DepartmentofTrade and Industry]

DTIandlactuallymadetworequests

to the'minister that due to climate
change, the qualityis quiteunstable.
Due to the climate, we want more

improvement in the variety‘which

is less susceptible to the impact of
climate change,” he said.

Due to the impact of climate
change, Oshima'said flowering is
not happening according to plans.

‘As such, appropriate timing for

harvesting by natural flowering
is disrupted. This, he said, has re-
sulted in “reduction of production
situation remains to be quite dif-
ficult..:unable tosatlsfyourdesued
trading volume.” :
Meanwhile, at the same econom-
icdialogue, the PCCland JCClinked
a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) as'both chambers aim to
increase trade and ‘expand invest-
ments between the two nations in
the areas of information and com-
munications technology and inno-
vation, agriculture, manufactur-
ing, franchising, tourism, services,
and small and medium enterprise
development, among others.
CONTINUED ON Agq
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~ look into some of the-many sectors that

', Wiolld bnefit us; like in the agricultural

4 sectors we have a potential of Increaslng
_our export of fruits.”

- Data from the Philippine Statistics

Authority showed that Philippine exports to

~ Japan in August reached $917.98 million, a

)

i -

+3.5-percent decline from the $950.81 million
recorded last year while imports from Japan
- amountedto $786.65 millionin August 2023,
~down 22.4 percent from the prevlous year's
51 .01 bi[lion
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~ Soybeans, wheat drop

- SINGAPORE- Chicago soybean
futures lost more ground on Tues-

dagto'luttharlcwwtmawoek,~

whilecorn slid for a third straight
session as rapidly advancing US
harvests weighed on prices.
Wheat prices eased after closing
marginally higher on Monday.
“The soybean market is coming
under seasonal harvest pressure
in the United States,” said one
Singapore-based trader. “Chinese
demand is a bit subdued which is
also putting pressure on prices.”
‘The most-active soybean con-
tract on the Chicago Board of
Trade (CBOT) was down 0.2 per-
cent at $12.84-1/2a bushel, after
dropping earlier in the session to
$12.82-1/4 a bushel, the lowest

since Oct. 16.

Corn fell 0.3 percent m$4.88‘-
3/4 a bushel and wheat gave up
0.6 percent to $5.83-1/2 a bushel. *

US farmers had harvested thre¢-

of ﬂmrsoybemcmpand
59 percent of their corn by Sun-

. day, according to weekly data ﬁ'o'm'

the US ent of Agucultm:e .
(USDA) released on Monday.

The figures, roughly in line with.

trade expectations, were ahead

of the five-year average pace far,

~ each crop.

Lanuﬂerxpaﬂndrﬂnsconw<
this week, it will improve pros- .
pects for soy farmers who haye
been sowing their new crop at 3
slower pace in unusually hot and,
dryweather,expertssmd. -Reuters.
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