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By Jerome Aning
@JeromeAningINQ

President Marcos has secured
a commitment from the Czech
government for assistance to
Philippine agriculture and de-
fense and security needs, Mala-
canang said on Wednesday.
New Czech Ambassador
Karel Hejc, who presented his
credentials to Mr. Marcos on
Tuesday, said visits to the Phil-
ippines by high-ranking Czech
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government officials and busi-
ness delegation are being orga-
nized for for possible partner-
ships on defense, agriculture
and other areas.

“The opportunities are here.
We just need to grab them and
I'm pleased to mention that
just in the next year, we will

start here with the visit of the
foreign committee of our par-
liament on so much important
defense and security issues of
the regional\geopolitics,” the

Presidential Communications
Office, in a statement, quoted
Hejc telling Mr. Marcos.

“But later on in the year,
we plan on bringing our min-
ister of agriculture to Manila
and to the Philippines [along
with] business delegations. So,
carefully selected companies
that are interested in doing
business with the Philippines,
with the Filipino companies,
and investing in Philippines.”

The President told the Czech

envoy that his administration is
prioritizing agriculture along
with other areas to transform
the Philippine economy.

Geopolitical situations
Defense and security are
also major thrusts for the ad-
ministration, Mr. Marcos add-
ed, considering the geopoliti-
cal situations that the country
is facing.
“Your country has already
been ‘of assistance to us n

proposing some vessels that
we could use for the secur-
ing of our maritime waters,
our maritime territory. And
as you must know that this is
becoming a very thorny prob-
lem that we are facing,” the
President said.

“Not only the Phﬂ1pp1nes

‘but I think the entire region,

even extending up to the In-
do-Pacific. So, there's much that
we need to attend to, but I think
that if we are able to have close

]

partners and alliances, that
we'll always be a very import-
ant part of our foreign policy,”
he added.

Hej¢ said that with Cze-
chia’s geographic position in
Europe and its role in past re-
gional conflicts, it was able to
enhance and develop its de-
fense and security industry,
making it one of the produc-
ers of the finest war instru-
ments, arms and ammunition
in the world. g
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By JAMES A. LOYOLA

The local coconut and biodiesel
industries declared that they are ready
to increase production in support of

President Ferdinand R. Marcos’ plan

to increase the mandated biodiesel
blend at the pumps to three percent
(B3) from the current rate (B2) as part
of measures needed to address rising
fuel prices.

“It is wonderful news to hear the
President’s support for B3. The feed-
stock is available and the capacities
for making CME are ready to support
the increase in mandate,” said United
Coconut Association of the Philip-
pines Inc. (UCAP) Chairman Dean A.
LaoJr.

Lao, who is also the president of
The Philippine Biodiesel Assocation
and Chemrez Technologies Inc. — a
subsidiary of D&L Industries and the
country’s largest producer of pre-
mium coco-biodiesel, noted that, “we
expect many benefits to come with a
B3 mandate: mileage improvement;
lower pollution; import substitution
and value adding of coconut oil.”

He added, “These benefits will

come with no practical cost to the
government, yet have extensive ben-
efits to the country. It's about time
the country tap into this valuable
resource. Congratulations to our law
makers!”

Energy Secretary Raphael Lo-
tilla said Marcos convened various
concerned government agencies to
discuss measures that can be taken to
help bring down pump prices of both
diesel and gasoline.

He said one measure considered
by Malacanang was to increase the
mandated amount of coco-methyl
ester (CME) in diesel to three percent
from the current two percent as this
can be accommodated by the supply
of feedstock which is coconuts or
coconut oil.

“Coconut production is 15 billion
nuts and an additional one percent
blend will only need 2.6 billion nuts,”
said Lotillaadding that, “the increase
in the blend can also drive down the
cost of CME because there will be a
bigger market for it.”

The energy chief also pointed out
that, “right now, we expect (price of)
pure diesel to be at parity with CME
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Business groups ready to increase coco-biodiesel mix to 3%

per liter.”

The increase in the blodleselbiend
will still have to be approved by the
National Biofuels Board which is also
headed by Lotilla.

Aside from increasing the bio-
diesel blend, it was also proposed

during the meeting that oil companies
be urged to voluntanly increase the
ethanol blend in gasoline to 20 per-
cent (E20) from the currently man-

dated 10 percent as this will result in
areduction in gasoline prices by more
than one peso.

Lotilla said this is a price mitiga-

tion measure because ethanol is now
cheaper than gasoline, explaining
that, “right now, the price of gasoline
without ethanol is at #56.89 then it
will result in a price differential of
around P1.28 or up to even #1.50 de-
pending on prices.”

Local ethanol price per liter is
P79.49, much higher than imported
ethanol which costs $41.84 a litef.
However, since local ethanol produc-—
tion is enough only for a 10 percent
blend (E10), the Philippines can im-
port ethanol for E20 and lower pump
prices.

Lotilla said these are based on as-
sumptions that gasoline costs P70 per
liter while diesel is at P66 per liter.
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BBM reaffirms support for agrl-flshery sector

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Matcos Jr. yesterday
reaffirmed his administration’s
commitment to support and revive
the long neglected agri-fishery
sector, including sustaining its
modernization and reviving some
of the reforms and programs initi-
ated during the term of his father
and namesake, the late President
Ferdinand Matrcos. ‘

The President, speaking at the
commemortation of the 70th an-
nivetrsary of Federation of Free
Farmers (FFF) in Quezon City,

said the government faces a moru-
mental task to improve the agri-

because you cllrectly face the
problems in agncultutc that we

fishery sector, as he dgain called\ /experience now;” he said.

for a whole-of-nation approach to
address all the challenges,

Marcos urged FFF to continue
supporting efforts of the govern-
ment to empower the farmers
and fishermen, and to keep the
organization’s legacy of “uplifting
all the lives of every Filipino rural
worker” alive,

“This is a big job... the govern-
ment cannot do everything alone,
we need your help. We need your
diligence, we need your advice

developments.
“Threugh your progtams and
initiatives, you have effectively el- -

evated and empowered the voices
“of our small farmers, fisherfolk,

- and rural workers, across the na-

‘tion. This noble pursuit is the

very essence of what my father,

He reiterated that the govern-
ment will do all it can to help both
the farmets and fisherfolk have a
good harvest that could be sold at
an affordable price to the consum-
ers, while at the same time ensure
that the farmers and fishermen
would have a steady income and
means of livelihood to be able to
live a good life.

Marcos said the top priorities
of his administration, such as
enhancing agricultural productiv-

ity to guarantee affordable food
supply and lessen the country’s
dependence on importation, also
remains.

Among the efforts of the gov--

ernment to “steer the growth of
our fisheries and farming indus-
tries with urgency” is through the
allocation of a substantial budget
to support the modernization of
the agri-fisheries sector, he added.

The government allocated
P85.88 billion for the moderniza-
tion of the agti-fisheries industry
which is proposed to be increased
to P92.4 billion for 2024. The 2023

~_BBM_

rPrcsxdent Fcrdmand ‘M’afcos 5’5: A

we champfé ed thc.causc" g

Federation of Free Farmers 'md
expressed his unwzvenng support

‘fbr thxs orgamzauon, he smd

The President said he is looking
forward to FFF’s continued en-

. deavors that will contribute to the

vision fora “Bagong Pilipinas and
in achieving food security and nu-

trition security for the Philippines.

FFF was formed in 1953 as a
“peaceful alternative to the Huk

budget includes the P4.73 billion
allocated for large-scale agriculture
and fishery mechanization and
modernization, which would help
reduce post-harvest losses and
ensure optimal yield at an afford-
able cost.

The President said another
measute is to strengthen the vari-
ous agricultural associations and
cooperatives so they can provide
business and investment oppot-
tunities to their beneficiaries and
eventually help elevate the standard
of living and improve the lives of
the farmers and fishermen and

Rebellion” and an “otganization |
of farmers, by farmers and for |

farmers.”

It has a mass base of about !
200,000 farmers and fisherfolk, -
and remains as one of the largest -
and most reputable organizations -

of farmers in the country.

their families.

He added that increasing ex-
portation of the country’s agricul-
tural products has been an essential
driver in the competitiveness of
the economy.

Meanwhile, Marcos lauded FEF
for its progtams that strengthen
the voice of various workers all
over the country.

He also tecognized FFE's genu-
ine service and constant coopera-
tion with the govetnment that led
to the undertaking of various

" See BBM> Page A2
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‘Bumper
crop will
temper

inflation’

By ANDREA E. SANJUAN
X @andreasanjuan

HE National Economicand
Development Authqnty
itis seemg'ﬁ??gﬁsgré on domestic
prices because of the avaﬂablhty of
certain food,l,tgms and the “timely”
arrival of imports.

Socioeconomic Plannmg Sec-
retary Arsenio M. Balisacan said
_the decline in the prices of some
commodities in the past few weeks
due to the ongoing harvest season
_should ease inflationary pressul‘es
“At least for the Phxhppmes,-our
 agriculture people are telling us
that there is good production and
" recovery from the floods, recent
floods and so we are likely to have
a good harvest and harvest is now

ongoing. That could reduce the pres-

~ sure on domestic prices,” Balisacan

 told reporters on the sidelines of the
- 2023 Arangkada Philippines Forum-

_held on Wednesday in Pasay City.
“The inflation that we saw in Sep-
~ ternber was a bit on the high side but
we hope that inflation in the coming
monthsis mch.;nqre mproved he
added. ,
Among the main drivers foq in-

\

SEE “INFLATION," A2
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" Inﬂatlon...

Cou'rmunn FROM A1

ﬂatlon in September 2023 was
expensive rice as data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) showed rice inflation av-
eraged 17.9 percent, the highest
in 14 years or since March 2009
when rice inflation reached 22.9
percent.

With the lifting of the price

§ i:ellmg on rice a few weeks ago,

said, “I think I would be very
..asurpnsed if the inflation and rice
get a rate that we saw in Sep-
mber because you know, as the

;harvest season...prices declined a

* bit in the past couple of weeks.”
He added that this should
have tempered the pressure for
upward prices as retail prices
have evidently adjusted “quickly”
to the market conditions.
_ “And so with current availabil-
g of dupphes and ﬂ:ig’&n‘é&%.r
al dfhmpor}iéﬂ thi.nk t'lﬁ;e' we
hould see less of that pres
EDA chief saxd : ;

rice!
try §" cient s
staple. ;fl& a.ttgibuted
price mau’ﬁpnlatlon by
and smugglers.

EO 39 unposed a P41 per ki-

logram (kg) price cap for regula.r

kg for well-milled rice (
nationwide. =While rice prices
have declined in recent weeks,
Balisacan said the gmrerp%ent is
more apprehensive about “longer
term trend.” “We are hoping that
the effects of the El Nifo are not
as bad...will not be as bad as ini-
tially projected.” - TR

PSA said inflation averaged
6.1 percent in September 2023.
Inflation was at 6.9 percent in
September 2022 and 53 perceht
in August 2023. =+

The mﬁat:on rate in Septem-
ber was the highest since May
2023 when inflation was at the
same rate. Prior to this, the high-
est rate was in April at 6.6 per-
cent. i

1%.1:0 the

oarders
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PBBM reassiires far'r?nersofge\}t
support to boost agri productivity

RESIDENT Fe axmmwwmwwme

. govem;gent has sufﬂcnent resources and support fromthe
private sector to restore the optimum productivity of the

agriculture sector after decades of neglect. :

In his speech during the 70th founding anniversary of

the Federation of Free Farmers (FFF) in Quezon City, he said a

big step towards addressing the issue is by fast tracking the

modernization of the sector to boost its productivity.

~ He noted the Department of Agriculture (DA), which he

heads, has allocated P4.73 billion for large-scale agriculture

and fishery mechanization and modernization.

. The successful implementation of the modernization will

help guarantee affordable local food supply and reduce the

country’s dependence on 1mportat10n

The initiative, he said, is expected to be sustained in the
proposed P92.4 billion budget of DA for 2024.

. “You have my assurance that the government is striving
to implement efficient mechanization strategies to reduce
post-harvest losses and to ensure the optimal yield atan .
affordable cost,” Marcos told members of the FFF.

. He also stressed the important contribution of private
stakeholders, such as the FFF in ensuring the success and
sustainability of such agricultural reforms of the DA.

- “This s the kind of uplifting synergy that we in government
antidpate from our private sector partners who ardently
champion social justice and actively contribute to our nation’s
socioeconomic advancement;’ the President said.

“So, 1 urge all the members of the FFF to keep the legacy of
the founding members, keep it alive, stay true to the mission of
uplifting all the lives of every Filipino rural worker," he added.

For his part, FFF Board Chairman Leonardo Q. Montemayor
recognized the push of the Marcos administration to improve
the well-being of local farmers. :

“The strong political will of our incumbent President
and Congress ensured the passage of the New Agrarian
Emancipation Act and increased budget for agricultureand
fisheries,” Montemayor said. - .

- Republic Act (RA) No. 11953 or the New Agrarian
Emancipatlon Act (NAEA) provided over 600,000 Agranan
reform beneﬂclanes (ARB) wlth debt condonation. .
 Samuel P. lledenlﬂa
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" By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

I’@sam_m@eni'ua

HE Czech Republic will deploy
trade missions nextyearto
explore possible partnerships

on agriculture and defense with the
Philippines.

Czech Republic Ambassador to
the Philippines Karel Hej¢ made
the announcement during the
presentation of his credentials to
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
last Tuesday in Malacafiang.

“The opportunities are here.
We just need to grab them and I'm
pleased to mention thatjustin the
next year, we will start here with
the visit of the foreign commit-
tee of our parliament on so much
important defense and security
issues of the regional geopolitics,”

Hejé said.

In preparation for the said mis-
sions, he said the Czech Minister
of Agriculture will visit the coun-
try accompanied with a business
delegate within the year.

The Czech diplomatalsoinvited
the President tovisit their country
to attend their trade fair on Sep-
tember next year.

“If youwill have some time dur-
ing your visit in the Czech Repub-
lic, itwill be alsoa pleasure to show
yousome of theindustriesthatare
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mterested in workmg wn;h ‘your
Armed Forces, wu:h your Coast
Gu‘ard " Hejé said. :

The Czech Repubhc is kriovm

'forn manufacturing agricultural
machinery like small tractors
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and war materlal such as fxghter
jets, airplanes, ships and other
eqmpment yel1 adinavol o

. The President said he welcomes
the initiatives since itwillhelp his
administration achieve its goal of
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Vels oL

enhancmg the coun)trﬁr s ag‘r?cul—
ture and defense sector.

" “Your country has already'been
of assistance to us in proposing
some vessels that we could use for
the securing of our _m_aritlmedwar

_dommg avefy thérny’proble

Prime Minister Petr Fiala visited
~ the country to discuss defense co-
operation, trade and investment,

ters, our maritime territory. And
as you must know that this is be-

we are facmg, Marco*:s‘tqldH i&.
La{st Apnl Czech 'Repu lic

andumvers1ty—to~umversxtylink—
ages’ HED R0

% Czech Republic is ranked‘asfthe

country’s 39th trading’ partﬁei'

w1th total bilateral trade amoﬁnf—

mg to $303.21 mllhon 52 X
Wlfh farms ;over1ng44 perqent

f the cou;qtry area,, the, qucu.l— :

ture mdustw is one of the most
important sectors of the Czech
economy, according to EIT Food,

Europe's leading food lnnevatwn -

initia"tive b TSNS IS B :

‘The coun?try s agriéu’lfiﬂal
pl{&&ﬁét on'is Jwgrsﬂied ’I'oR‘e:c-
port products are milk, I1vquock

grains, sugar and mg.lt Qpp;om-
mately 13.7 percent of farmland

of Czech Be,pubhc are used for

organic farming: () acdg 2
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PBBM bent on boosting aggie output,

reducing dependence on imports

Jr. reaffirmed

Fou.ndmg Anniv y of
the FFF in Quezon
President Marcos said the
admimdraﬁm

of the top priorities of this
ad:é:ilsmmdﬂsﬂ-e
enhancement of our agri- -
culnmlﬁ'odu , the

Focd‘ supply, and ourless-
ening dependence on im-
portation. This includes
pursuing policies thatw-i]l

IT Ferdinand rsupport and protect the

at the 70th

~ overallwelfareofourfarm-
~ ers, our fishers, ourmanu-
andﬂ'leomm

I‘iug\P:eﬁdmtsmdhe
opﬁm:shc&latlheadmxu:

thecoun-
hy‘s agri-

swedthathewﬂl

sue all efforts to stmag&l- -
~ enthevariousassociations

and cooperatives “so that
canpmvxdebﬁsﬁ%;s

mv&stnmto%ﬁmun
~ ties to their beneficiari

inthe Philippines.
The chief executive,

whonsalsomeconmrrent

ies. aed:or--
wi]lcomm- .mth&\embs&mml

Secretary of the I
‘mentof Agriculture(DA),
also highlighted that the

d thasallocated
Pﬁgm billion as an in-

vestnmtoﬂhe ge 5
u&”

agnmltureand
l B

"This i

R
mg,nmpmve ves of
fishers

thefarmersand our
and that of their
famxhs .You have my

efficientmechaniza-

tion strategies to reduce
. pos&-hmstlossesandto

“Another pnonty isto
mcrease &aeexpoﬁauqnof
L".our alproclucts,

an essen-.
tial dnver in the compeh
tiveness of oureconomy,”-
headded.
Premdent Marcos ex-

art- * plained thatall oftheplans,

~ astheFFFwi

programsand priorities of
theadministrationarenow

 in the pipeline due to the

_ constant cooperation of
the farmers’ such

‘ment and thenr ‘genuine
servmeﬁo&iefammand-

'thelocal

communities.
“You have solidified
your presence over the
past seven decades, and 1
eagerly anticipateaneven
deeper collaboration, giv-
commitment.

thatthegovern-  enourshared
m::sstnvmgtomyl&

4 Iﬂmsaqoma]lthemenand
women of FFF - :
to conhnuouszﬂtake
Bartmmppm‘hng em-
mﬂ ourfarmersand
ookfonvardtofbur

"Préide:ﬂMar
endeavors that will con-
tribute to our shared vi-
* sion of “Bagong Pilipinas”
andhelpusmarchtowards
achlevmg afood-and nu-
trition-secure Philippines,”
the_ chiefexecutiveadded.
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REX L. NAVARRO

Science for global
food security

rom Oct. 16 to 19, the Philippines hosted the sixth In-

ternational Rice Congress (IRC) organized by the Los

Banos-based International Rice Research Institute

(IRRI) and the Department of Agriculture (DA). The IRC
brought together international scientists, experts, and de-
cision-makers from the public and private sectors to share
science-based solutions to some of the biggest challenges
to global rice supply.

The IRC provided a scientific platform for rice-based
food system innovators toward shaping a food- and nu-
trition-secure future. Organized through various scientific
themes, the IRC featured events and activities from inter-
national, regional, and national research organizations.
Private sector groups from global corporations also had
a platform to showcase their science innovations, build
their networks, and secure partnerships and investments.

In his keynote speech, President Marcos expressed
his appreciation for the conduct of the sixth IRC, which
~ he believed would promote the development and use of
more science-based rice technologies to promote global
food security. In this event, he was handed a sample of
the ultra-low glycemic index or GI rice from IRRIL. Con-
suming GI rice leads to improved glycemic control which
maintains blood glucose levels within a healthy range—a
breakthrough for people with diabetes. The President said
he looks forward to seeing more cutting edge innovations
come to life through research.

Indeed, science has played a crucial role in ensuring
global food security. World population is expected to
reach 9.7 billion by 2050, with demand for food expected
to increase by 70 percent. Science can help surmount this
challenge by increasing agricultural productivity, reduc-
ing post-harvest losses, and improving food safety.

LIBRARY
OF AGRICULTURE

The Green Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s was a
prime example of how science can help increase agricul-
tural productivity. The Green Revolution introduced new
crop varieties that were more resistant to pests and dis-
eases and environmental stresses. These new varieties
helped increase crop yield and reduce hunger in many
parts of the world. :

Science also helped reduce post-harvest losses which
occur when crops are damaged or lost during harvesting,
transport, storage, or processing. There are, for example,
hermetic storage bags that can help prevent insect infes-
tations and fungal growth in stored grains. Food safety is
another area where science has made a significant contri-
bution. Foodborne illnesses affect millions of people every
year and can be fatal in some cases. Science has helped
develop new technologies and practices that can improve
food safety. For example, irradiation can be used to kill
harmful bacteria in food products. ;

In the Philippines, the DA is pursuing a Masagana Rice
Industry Development Program (MRIDP) to address pres-
ent challenges in food security. The program mobilizes
technological, policy, and social innovations in improving
agricultural productivity to achieve the government’s tar-
get of 97 percent rice self-sufficiency by 2028. The MRIDP
involves several science-based strategies such as climate
change adaptation, balanced soil nutrient management,
smart water management, and digital transformation.
Pursuing a holistic “triple A" (agricultural productivity,
agribusiness, and agro-industrialization) approach, the
program also aims to attain economies of scale through
farm clustering and consolidation.

On the whole, science has played a pivotal role in ensur-
ing global food security. However, there is still much work
to be done given that world population continues to grow,
and climate change is expected to pose serious challenges
to agriculture. To help address these challenges, there is
an urgent need to deploy and scale up science-based in-
novations through a robust agricultural extension system
powered by public-private-people partnership. Therefore,
it is quite essential to increase investments and initiate
institutional innovations in agriculture research, develop-
ment, and extension to ensure sustainable food security
for all.

Dr. Rex L. Navarro was director for strategic marketing
and communication at the International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics, headquartered in
Hyderabad, India. He is member of the Coalition for Ag-
riculture Modernization in the Philippines.
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BAI slammed for allowing
field trials of ASF vaccines

BY RAYMOND AFRICA

SEN Cynthia Villar yesterday rebuked the
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) for allowing
a supplier to conduct clinical trials of the Afri-
can Swine Fever (ASF) vaccines in the country,
which she said should have been done by the
government.

Villar, citing reports of widespread unauthor-
ized sale of the ASF vaccine in the “black mar-
ket” while the clinical trial was ongoing, said:
“The use of non-compliant and poor-quality
vaccine will not confer any protection against
ASF and may add to the tisk of spreading other
acute or chronic disease.”

Villar made the remarks du.tmg the Commit-
tee on Agriculture, Food, and Agrarian Reform
hearing on proposed measures to develop,
protect, and promote the livestock, poultry, and
dairy industries.

The senator said she has received informa-
tion that the BAT has endorsed to the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) the importation

for emergency use of the ASF vaccine from
AVAC Vietnam Joint Stock Company through
the KPP Powers Commaodities Inc., which she
said conducted the vaccine clinical trials.

“Dapat hindi supplier ang nagki-clinical trial
kundi ang BAI, kasi bias na ‘yan. Gusto mo

makabenta, eh di syempre aayusin mo ‘yan. Ang

sinisisi ko ay BAI kung bakit sila pumapayag
na ang clinical trial ay gawin ng supplier. Mali
‘yun. Dapat government ang gagawa niyan para
independent (The supplier should not conduct
the clinical trial, but the BAT because that will
already be biased. They want to sell [vaccines]

so they will fix the results. BAI is the one to
be blamed because it allowed the clinical trial
to be done by the supplier. That is wrong. The
government should be the one doing the clinical
trial so the results will be independent),” Vil-
lar said.

Reynaldo Robles, legal counsel and spokes-
man of KPP Commodities Inc., admitted they
supplied 300,000 doses of ASF vaccines to
various farms in the country for clinical trial.

' “Nag supply lang kami ng vaccines para sa
clinical trial, around 300,000 doses (We just

' supplied the vaccines for clinical trial, around -

300,000 doses),” Robles said.

Villar said what KPP Commodities Inc. did
was illegal since it was not authorized to hold
the clinical trial.

“You ate not allowed to do that. You cannot

go directly to the farms and conduct clinical .

trials,” she stressed.

AGAP party-list Rep. Nicanor Briones, who
attended the hearing as a resource person, said
the vaccines are not yet “approved” by the
government and yet KPP Commodiflcs Inc.
already conducted the clinical trial. *

Briones said clinical trials should be con-

ducted on a small sample only so when side .

effects happen, the whole hog industry will
not be affected.

_BAI assistant director Arlyn Vytiaco told
senators that the FDA issued a special import
permit for the ASF vaccines.

“The FDA granted the approval for the
importation on June 23 only for clinical trial,”
Vytiaco said. .

To this, Sen. Francis Tolentino said the FDA

can be liable for negli
entry of the vaccines.

But a representative of the FDA denied Vy- .
tiaco’s statement and said that it was the BAI
which issued the special impott permit. .

The FDA said BAT sent a letter to the FDA
on December 2, 2022 applying for a vaccine
registration in the Philippines.

It added that it was the BAT which requested
for the importation of 300,000 ASF vaccines
doses, but to its knowledge, only 60 pigs will
be subjected to clinical trials.

Villar said she has information that AVAC
Vietnam-JSE, developer of the ASF vaccine,
has already shipped around 300,000 does to
the country.

ce since it allowed the
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rican Swine Fever (ASF)

Senator Cynthia A. Villar, who -
chairs tﬁe chamber’s agncultln&f %

- supplier KPP Powers Commod1—
ties, Inc. in the trials. -

On June 2, the BAI reported
that field trials for the ASF.vac-

cine were successful. Assistant
Director Arlyn Vytiaco told the

joint panel that the trials were
conducted at six farms in Luzon.
BAI Director Paul C. Limson
also told the hearing that “our
role is to monitor the field trial
being conducted, We were not

. the actual ones conducting (the

trial).”

Ms. Villar sa:d that BA.I shquld
have been in charge of carrying
out the trials, citing the risk of
“bias” if an outside party plays a
role in the vaccine tests.

Reynaldo Robles, ,lawyei- and

spokesman for KPP Powers, said
the company supplied the vac-

* cines to independent farms who
' Cruz

conducted the trials. =~ ""_'

~ doses of the ASF vaccine for ﬁeld
mittee hearing the role of vaccine

__ment entities shouldplaynopart '

tion Dn-ector-General Samuel Al
Zacate said the agency issued an
mthonzahnp;m mpert 300,000

tmls at thexAuraquesh

" Ms. Villar said non-govern-

in vaccine trials.

Vietnam approved the com-
mercial use of the vaccine only in
July. According to media reports,
Vietnam is set to ship vaccines to
the Philippines thismonth. =~

Samahang Industriya ng
Agrikultura Executive Director
Jayson H. Cainglet said the test-
ing of vaccines should not be
rushed. I
_ “We should have leamed from
our COVID experience,” he told
the panel. noting that the Philip-
pines waited for a long time to
obtain COVID-19 vaccines ap-
proved by the World Health Or-

ganization.. .
“It’s very su'nple Thls should

~ not have been rushed,” Mr. Cain-

glet said. — Beatriz Marie D.
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‘High taxes, customs fees bar investments in agri

By RizaL RaouL 5. REYES
Y @brownindio

IGH taxes, custom duties,
and tariff rates and diffi-
culty in procuring licenses

and raw materials are among the
stumbling blocks to private sector
investment in the agriculture sec-
tor, according to a former official of
the Departmentof Agriculture (DA).

In a speech at a forum organized
by the Philippine Stratbase Con-
sultancy Inc., former Agriculture
Undersecretary Fermin D. Adriano
said that “the limited private sector
investment in Philippine agricul-
ture, which is evident in the small
percentage of establishments—only
1 percent engaged in the sector—
contributes to consistentlylow farm
productivity.”

“Without heavy private sectorin-
vestment, our agriculture sector will
not develop because the resources
in the hands of the government are
limited. The bulk of resources in
this country is in the hands of the
private sector. If they are not going
to actively participate, I don'’t see a
future in the agriculture industry,”
Adriano added.

He explained that those needing
imported materials as raw materials
complain about the high tariff rates
of certain commodities.

“For example, you're involved in
animal feed milling, the tariff rate
is about 35-percent lowest and it
can goas highas 40 percentor above
compared to Vietnam, which is only
about 2 percent,” Adriano said.

He added that the high tariffs for
raw materials such as corn for feed
result to higher cost of livestock in
the Philippines.

Adriano noted that the prices of
livestock in the country are “exorbi-

" tantlyhigh,” 73-percent higher than

Vietnam and “probably double that
of Thailand.”

“The main reason for thatis the
cost of raw materials here are very
expensive. They produce corn in
Thailand. Vietnam imports corn
but at 2 percent,” the former DA
official added. “The solution is to
increase their income or lower the
prices by lowering their tariffs so
that imported items will come in,
raw materials, and then end prod-
uct will be lower. That is our point
of view.”

Furthermore, Adriano also

identified difficulty in developing
commercial farms, climate change,
and the perceived inadequate gov-
ernment support in reducing or
mitigating risks particularly in
the spread of animal and plant
diseases, as among the other main
constraints to private sector in-
vestments.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. earlier stressed the need to in-
dustrialize the agriculture sector
amid the rising demand in agri-
culture products due to population
densityand the current geopolitical
situation in the country.

“Investments in infrastructure
and in the capacity of our people—
whether in agriculture, education,
health, or transportation—arecru-
cial in driving our nation and our
economy forward,” Marcos has
said. "We must put a high pre-
mium on investments in agricul-
ture, as it is the key to combating
hunger and poverty, and achieving
our goal of food sufficiency and se-
curity across the country.”

Agriculture Undersecretary De-
ogracias Victor B. Savellano said
resolving regulatory matters for
veterinary feeds, drugs and bio-

logicals like vaccines, is necessary
to encourage more investments in
the agriculture sector.

“The government wants to have
coherent policies and definite an-
swers to the stakeholders in agri-
culture. Byhaving these, wehope to
make them invest more. The regu-
latory matters have to be aligned
to get the private sector to produce
more food and ensure food security
for the nation,” Savellano said dur-
ing the same forum.

To ensure stability in the food
supply chain in the country, Strat-
base Group Chief Operating Offi-
cer Rupert Paul C. Manbhit said he
supports lowering the tariff of raw
materials in the meantime while
continuously providing assistance
to local farmers.

Manhit said there is a need to
have proper forecasting to create a
balance between the importation
and local production of agriculture
products.

“Thelocalindustry stakeholders
said they are capable of producing
the demand of the Philippine mar-
ket, as long as there is proper fore-
casting and enough data research,”
he added.
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Regulatory ‘confusion’ puts livestock sector at risk—Villar

{ Br«]AspER EMMRNUEL Y Ant:Ar.As
’ ¢ !@;earca!as : P

‘ HE “confusion” over which
l _agency should regulate
veterinary products, such
“as African swine fever (ASF)
vaccines, must be ironed out to
prevent undue harm to the live-
stock sector caused by the sale
of unregulated items..

Sen. Cynthia A, V111ar made
this remark during a Senate
Committee on Agriculture and
Foodhearing on Wednesday that
looked into the alleged sale of
ASF vaccines in the local black
market.

Inher openingremarks, Villar
said the regulatory “confusion”
between the Bureau of Animal
Industry (BAI) and the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
on which agency would regulate
veterinary products should be
blamed for the supposed entry

and sale of the ASF vaccines.
Citing the Department of Jus-
tice, Villar said the BAI does not
have any regulatory ;ur15d1ct1on
over veterinary products and es-
tablishments. Villar added that

‘this mandate falls under the pur-

view of the FDA.

- However, she noted that in
the case of the ASF vaccines, it
was the BAI that facilitated the
trialsand even the endorsement
for the importation of doses for
emergency use. 98q

“Due to the confusion of who'is
in charge, over the BAland the FDA
over veterinary products, manyin-
coming shipments which are not
necessarily ASF or Avian Influenza
relateddrugsendedup seizedby the
Bureau of Customs, unable to be re-
leased until iow,” she said.

"“This bureaucratic issue has
disrupted the flow and supply
of basic veterinary drugs to the
swine, poultry and hvestock in-

dustry putting it to unnecessary
risk,” she added.

Villar said the BAI endorsed
to the FDA the authorized im-
portation for emergency use of
the ASF :vaccines from AVAC
Vietnam Joint Stock Co. t}n'ough 5‘,
KPP Powers Commodities Inc.

She said the ASF vaccines, at
the time of their entry ih the
country, were not yet registered
with the FDA, making th‘e'in “il-
legal.” : ;

“Before a company s products
are allowed entryinto the Philip-
pine market, each of these prod-
ucts must undergo an individual
product registration process by
the FDA, to secure a Certificate of
Product Registration,” she said.

“What happens if I have no
Certificate of Product Registra-
tion for my products? Accord-
ing to Philippine laws, failure to
secure CPR for your products is
illegal,” Villar said.

Vlllar claimed that a “small
number of the imported vac-

_ cines went to the hands of back—

yard hog raisers contrary to the
rules of the trial that they should
be used by commercial farms.

“Buyers ‘of the vacciné were
asked to sign a waiver of secre—
cy on the monitored effect of
the. vdccine on/their animald”
she said..

The Phili pines contmﬁ—? to
experience outbreaks of ASF.
Early this month, two Orien-
tal Mindoro towns were placed
under state of calamlty follow-
ing the confirmation of an ASF
outbreak. 45T

~ Villar noted that except for -
the National Capital Region, no

region is left unaffected by the
ASF. “Since 2019 when it was first

‘discoveredinapig farmin Rizal,

the lack of vaccine or effective
treatment has made the control
of the disease very challen'gi"ngl.”
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The Manila Times

PH agri sector to gain
from digitalization

BY CONRAD M. CARINO

IGITALIZATION can become one of the pillars
of the Philippine agriculture sector as the
- adoption of various technologies for growing
food is accelerating globally

This was hlghhghted du;nng ahwre =

cent roundtable-themed Adoptmg
technology and innovation to boost
agriculture” organized by Digital
Pilipinas, which convened thought
leaders and key stakeholders to
discuss how the latest technological
advancements and innovations can
enhance agriculture and contribute
to the country’s overall growth.

For the roundtable, Digital Pilipinas
partnered with AgriDOM Solutions
Corp., with its external relations man-
ager Buddy Tancontian saying that
digitalization can also optimize the
utilization of resources to grow food.

“Optimizing farm inputs and

maximizing yields are fundamental

= for sustamabfg‘e’gmcu@gilﬁ €eonomic

- prosperity and food security. Farm-

ers must adopt this technology of
precision agriculture. With us work-
ing together, government agencies,
researchers and agriculture organiza-
tions, we must continue to support
and promote agricultural innova-
tions and initiatives that encourage
these resource-efficient and farming
practices,” he said.

It was also pointed out in the dis-
cussion that the global agricultural
technology market is expected to
surpass $46.37 billion by 2030 with
a compound annual growth rate of
17.3 percent, underscoring the piv-
otal role that digitalization in sectors

like agriculture plays in economic
development.

AgriDOM provides services such as
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) and
unmanned ground -vehicle (UGV)
fertilizer and pesticide spreading and
spraying; after-sales support and ser-
vices; mapping, surveying and moni-

 toring; UAV pilot training and Imen‘Se

processing; unit sales and reglstranon,
and cold chain management.

For his part, Nehemiah Cabal-
long, information technology officer
of the Department of Agriculture-
Philippine Rice Research Institute,
said digitalization can be a core ele-
ment of agriculture. “This is how we
lookat integrating digital technology
into the agriculture culture: it is not
just providing support or as a way
for improving the system, but actu-
ally, we want digitalization to be a
pillar of agriculture. That's how we
see digital transformation.”

Amor Maclang, Digital Pilipinas
convenor, and GeiserMaclang co-

page |

founder, shared how banks and
financial technology (fintech) can
empower farmers to become entre-
preneurs. “Banks and fintechs who
support farmers can help farmers see
themselves as entrepreneurs. Tech-
nology can help them better their
i Jp)rloducn?ty and data gathering.”

This a tech focused roundtable
' discussiott is one of the events lead-
ing up to the Digital Pilipinas Festival
2, slated from Nov. 20 to 24, 2023,

‘at SM Aura Convention Center and
in various co-located venues and in-
novation hubs nationwide. Digital
Pilipinas Festival 2 is happening
immediately after the Singapore
Fintech Festival, coinciding with the
Philippine Startup Week.

Digital Pilipinas is the largest
private sector-led movement for
creating an innovation and technol-
ogy ecosystem and is the pioneering
ecosystem-builder in Southeast Asia
that is actively engaged and syner-
gized in a global digital economy.
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I Photo shows participants of the roundtable event themed ‘Adopting Technology and Innovation to Boost Agriculture From left (back) are Bayani JM Solana,
general services officer, SF Group Companies; Arnold de la Cruz, Sustansiya.ph; Marie Joy Balmaceda de la Cruz, vice president, Sustansiya.ph; Tark Bertelman, local
representative, Rikj Zwaan; Ralph Becker, chief executive officer and founder, Urban Greens; Dominador Subang, president, AgriDom; Buddy Tancontian, business
development manager, AgriDom Solutions Corp Nehemiah Caballong, information technology officer, Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice); Luis Alejandre
Tamani, chief information officer, PhilRice; Kristofer Molina, Kubota Philippines. From left (front) are Amor Madang, Digital Pilipinas convenor; Chams Mancao,
Advanced Al Partnership Engagement manager; Thel Zapata, Advanced Al senior business development manager; Mary Joy Calpito, Office of the Deputy Executive
Director for Research, PhilRice; May Gudilos, product officer, Pioneer Insurance; Jen Subang, vice president of operations, AgriDom; and Nifio Duque, prindpa!
business partner in the Philippines for MDEC. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Unlocking
Mindanao’s vast
agricultural
potential

ASED on government

statistics, Mindanao
produces 40 percent of the
country’s food needs and
contributes 30 percent to
the national food trade.
-Also, one-third of Mind-
anao's land is devoted to
agriculture.

And slowly, the vast po-
tential of Mindanao as the
country’s agricultural pow-
erhouse is being unlocked
gradually, especially with
the vastly improved peace
and order situation on the
island. :

Figures from the Philip-
pine Statistics Authority as
of August showed that Min-
danao’s agricultural output
amounted to P551 billion
‘as of the second quarter of
this year, recording an im-
pressive 3.4 percent growth.

Mindanao is also known
as one of the top produc-
ers of the following com-
modities: coconut, mango,
pineapple, banana, tunaand
seaweeds.

Then there is durian,
which is gaining a market
share in China resulting
from the efforts of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in im-
proving trade relations with
our Asian neighbor.

The first Philippine Asia
Durian Summit will also be
held at the SMX Convention
Center here from October
25 to 27 in Davao City, with
the intention of making
the popular Filipino fruit a
major export earner. Since
the beginning of this year,
the Philippines has exported
2,690 metric tons (MT) of
fresh durian and 2,752 MT
of frozen durian. I believe
that Mindanao can double,
triple or even quadruple its
durian exports in the next
two to three years.

For its part, the private
sector, through the Go Ne-
anwvn-Kanatid Aneat Lahat

MOVING
' FORWARD

WILLIAM
@RS D.DAR
Agn Program (Kalap) has
been forging mutually ben-
eficial “big brother-small
brother” partnerships as far
as Mindanao.

One good example is Ken-
nemer Foods International
Inc., which has operations
in Davao involving Indig-
enous Peoples (IP) farmers.
The company specializes in
growing, sourcing, and trad-
ing agricultural commodi-
ties such as fermented cacao

beans from smallholder
farmers.

Inclusive growth
for Mindanao

Mindanao can also involve
IPs in making its agriculture
sector grow by leaps and
bounds.

This is the intention of
the Mindanao Inclusive
Agriculture Development
Project (MIADP), which will
be supported financially by
the World Bank.

The framework for the
MIADP was finalized by the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) in October 2021 and
is being implemented by
this current administration.

In May this year, the
World Bank approved a

funding of $110 million or

about $6 billion to sup-
port the MIADP, which it
described as “designed to
increase agricultural produc-
tivity, resilience and services
while also protecting the
natural resources of these
ancestral domains.”

And in July this year, the

DA and the National Com-
mission on Indigenous Peo- -

ples (NCIP) signed an agree-

ment to uplift the lives of
some 120,000 IP members
in Mindanao as part of the
MIADP's implementation.
The MIADP has a social
preparation component to
capacitate IP organizations
during its first year of imple-
mentation, and the program
will run until 2028,
Twenty-six ancestral do-
mains will be involved in
the MIADP, including those
in the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim

-Mindanao (BARMM). The IP

groups or communities cov-
ered by the program are con-

Page: ?f . i

sidered part of the country’s

poorest and most vulnerable
or disadvantaged. 7
The World Bank also cited
that large swathes of lands in
Mindanao remain unused
or are under subsistence

cultivation by indigenous |

communities.

With those facts, Ndlame
Diop, World Bank country
director for Brunei, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines and
Thailand, said there should
be initiatives to involve IPs
to foster inclusive growth
in the country actively. He
added that the percentage
of people living below the
poverty line in IP communi-
ties is 68 percent.

The NCIP will have an
active role in the MIADP,
as it will select and endorse
IPs and indigenous cultural
communities for the project
and facilitate processes re-
lated to the conduct of the
program.

This includes gathering
necessary data such as ances-
tral domain title, certificate
of ancestral domain claim,
certificate of ancestral land
title and other pertinent
documents.

Also vital to unlocking the
vast potential of Mindanao's
agriculture sector is address-
ing issues like inadequate
road infrastructure and lack
of access of agricultural pro-
ducers to services, markets,

finance, electricity, internet,

and communication ser-
vices. e I

So, also included in the
MIADP are projects to re-
store or repair roads and
bridges, installation of tram-
line systems, and construc:
tion of small-scale and solar
powered irrigation systems.

The program also has
components to make the
farming systems of the IP
communities involved re-
silient to climate change,
which is an excellent mea-
sure as IPs are among the
most vulnerable to the im-
pact of extreme weather
conditions.

With the MIADP, Mind-
anao now has a very inclu-
sive approach to agricultural
development, and I pray and
hope for the success of the
program. j

I am very optimistic that
Mindanao’s agriculture sec-
tor, given the proper and
adequate support from the
government and full coopera-
tion from the private sector:
and stakeholders, will emerge
as the country’s powerhouse
for food production.

The vastly improved peace
and order situation in Min-
danao will also help the
island region unlock its vast
potential in agriculture. '

So, let us all rally to make
Mindanao an agricultural
powerhouse!
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BAI isa ni Villar, bakuna ng Vietnam
gma:mtnakahxt ‘di pa inaaprub

: Gmlsa ng ilang senador ang Bureau of Animal In-
dustry (BAIl) dahil sa pag-i-import at paggamit ng mga
bakuna laban sa African Swine Fever mula Vetnam na
hindi pa naaaprubahan. -

Sa joint hearing ng Senate on Agriculture, Food and
Agrarian Reform at Ways and Means, sinita ni Sen.
Cynthia Villar ang BAI dahil June 2, 2023 pa lang ay
tapos na ang kanilang field trial sa ASF vaccine gayong

-July 2 lang ito inaprubahan ng Vietham,

Bukod dito, nito lang June 23, 2023 na-i-grant ng
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) ang special im-

port permit para sa bakuna laban saASF kaya naman °*

nagtataka ang senadora papaanong natapos na agad
ang trial ng BAI.

. Katwiran dito ni BAIl AssL Dlrec!orAdene Viytiaco, -

safety trial ang isinagawa ng BAI at ang efficacy trial
ay ginawa sa anim na farms sa Luzon.

Sinabi rin ni Villar sa pagdinig na mayroon siyang

impormasyon na ang Vytiaco ay may kamag-anak na

: suppllsr ? balﬁma na siya namang manlng itinatanggi

ng opisy:

Suballt gnt ni Vllar hindi dapat ginagawa ito lalo pa
at nakakahiya na nauna pa ang bansa kesa sa approval
ng Vietnam na gumawa ng bakuna.

Dismayado pang sinabi ng senadora na tayo naang
pinaka walang alam sa lahat, malayo umano noong
1950s kung saan ang Pilipinas ang ‘the best’ pagdating
sa agrikultura subalit ngayon tayo ay napag-iiwanan na
ng lahat. (Gemma Garcia)

asang intelihente

2
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{EPRESENTATIVES from a pioneer
»n agronomy-based risk assessment
ipproach visited the Southeast Asian
tegional Center for Graduate Study
ind Research in Agriculture (Searca)
'to foster green financial solutions
ind digital innovations,”

The delegation from AgriG8 visited
he Searca headquarters in Los Banos,
.aguna, on October 20 and was led

wy its chief executive officer, David

Chen, and Joshua Tan, chief operat-
ng officer. Vanessa Teo, AgriG8 chief
echnology officer, and Qian Yu Ho,
yroject manager, also formed part of
he delegation. ,

Searca Director Glenn Gregorio
iaid AgriG8 was a participant of
he roundtable discussion series on
sustainable Food and Agriculture Sys-
.ems in Southeast Asia held in April
this year and spearheaded by Searca
ind the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.

Helping rice farmers adopt op-
imized and sustainable practices,
AgriG8 provides a unique farmer-
focused experience which provides
food producers the ability to increase
their yield and nutrient efficiency
while enabling them to reduce their
zarbon footprint and be certified as
sustainable.

During the meeting on Friday,
Chen provided updates on their ini-
tiatives since the roundtable discus-
sion in April and shared AgriG8's col-
laboration with financial institutions
to create green financial products that
can help solve rice farmers’ habit of
loaning from multiple sources. Also,
AgriG8 helps farmers get access to
affordable climate finance to help
them reduce their carbon emissions.

Date: 2§ 0CT 2023

Page: B (j

A
i

N~

LIBRARY

I8 DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

AgriG8 offers green financial solutions

d Chen, AgriG8 chief executive officer,

The Manila Times

" YOUR RICE FARMING
COMPANION

discusses pai,

a gamified 5 to collecting farm data,

during the

meeting with officials of the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture on Oct. 20,

2023. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
However, Chen highlighted that
farmers are more likely to adopt
carbon farming practices if they are
incentivized, and pointed out that
there are challenges in collecting data
on farming practices as farmers are
not digitally tool savvy and mainly
use their phones for entertainment.
“In his response, Gregorio noted
that while “farmers are used to storing
information in their minds, they have
their children who know how to use
mobile phones and can assist them.”
While Gregorio emphasized the
importance of youth engagement in
agriculture, Chen in echoing this sen-
timent presented CropPal, a gamified

approach to collecting farm data.
Chen explained that CropPal is an

application that farmers or their chil-
dren can use to record and optimize
farm activities and track the costand
productivity during planting seasons.

“The kids might not want to re-
turn to the rice fields, but it doesn’t
mean they cannot be involved [in
agriculture]. They can always help
their parents,” Chen said.

Also during the meeting, Eric
Reynoso, Searca Emerging Innova-
tion for Growth program head, said
that extension workers and private
institutions have started introducing
digital agriculture tools to farmers
“but the adoption and acceptability
of these tools are not guaranteed.”

Informing AgriG8 of Searca’s
capacity-building activity on carbon

Page of

measurement monitoring, report-
ing and verification systems in No-
vember this year, Reynoso said it is
important to train farmers to utilize
these digital tools effectively.

~ Hesaid the first part of the training
will include an overview of carbon-
wise farming systems and the center’s
carbon farming and carbon footprint
initiatives while the second part will
consist of hands-on exercises on

familiarizing and using the Carbon

Wise Rice Information Management
System. :

Moreover, Reynoso said that feed-
back will be gathered regarding the
information management system's
usability, design and functionality.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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Free from politics aid

to farmers, solon urges
THE support provided by the lema, dinaman nagagamitdahil
government forthe local farm- . sa dami ng requirements,” Lee
ers should be insulated from  said inaradiointerview,
politics as the agriculture sec- ‘Tapos nakakalungkot na
torneedsall thehelpitcan get. malalamannatinnamayinstances
This was stressed by AGRI nanaiipitang mgaassistancepara
Party-list Rep. Wilbert T. Lee, - sa farmers'groupsdahilhindinila
who pointed out that the gov- kasundoang mga ?isyal; yung
ernment is obligated to extend- rtforfarmers; dapatinsulat-
assistancetoall Filipino farmers . ed from politics yan," Lee, who
and todo thisinatimely manner. . wasin Cebu to deliver a solidar-
_"May mga subsic%;' at iba; ity message for the 1st National
: ﬂmnghﬂongangi?bwﬂnopma CreditSurety Fund Cooperative
sama SaKongresonila- ~ Congress; added: .
‘Jester Manalastas

laananyanng pondo. Ang prob-
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4 SING PORE Chicago corn
edged higher on Wednesday,
~with the mm:kct recovering from
last seos;pns near two-week low
while soybeans firmed, although
~ supplies from freshly harvested
- US crop's’]ithited the upside in
pricess it
Wheat rose after closing lower
in the last session on pressure from
Russian supplies.
“There is some bargain-buying
in corn at these levels,” said one

Singapore-based trader. “There

are a lot of feed gram supplies

"_lCorn, wheat rise

[ e

‘cent at $5.82-1/4 abushel. '
A quick harvest pace for US"

T.OF AGRICULTURE

mthema:kct,whxcharegomgtd
limit gains.”

The most active corn contract
on the Chicago Board of Trade
(CBOT) added 0.2 percent to
$4.85 a bushel. Soybeans rose a
quarter of a cent to $13.14-3/4 2 a’
bushel and wheat gained 0.3 pet-

corn and soy is expected to con-
tinue until the next round of

heavier rains are forecast to move
across the Corn Belt lnter t.hls
week. - Reuters

©
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A broader ook at todays busines

Project of IFAD, Grow Asia aims
to help PHL farmers go digital

HE International Fund for Agricultural Development
I (IFAD) and Grow Asia launched the Smallholder
Economic Empowerment through Digital Solutions
(SEEDS) project which seeks to accelerate the economic
- development for small-scale farming families and poor rural
people in the Philippines through digital solutions.

IFAD and Grow Asia also launched the project in Vietnam
and Cambodia last October 23. The initiative has received
financial support from the Republic of Korea’s Ministry for .
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA). .

Southeast Asia is home to 660 million people across 10.
countries, and has:seen incredible change in recent decades,
driven by the rapidly increasing availability and adoption of |
technology. = 1 :

While digital technology has brought unprecedented
opportunities and sources of income, a persistent digital gap

means that small-scale farmers and rural people have been i

unable to tap into'these new opportunities.

- IFAD said SEEDS aims to leverage strong partnerships
to bring localized solutions that bridge this gap and ensure
truly inclusive growth in the region by helping them
~ to access services to modernize their farms and agri- ;
enterprises. It will directly benefit 48,000 people, as well as
30 start-ups and 150 government officials across the thre
countries at the national or subnational level. '

“Around 150 million adults in Southeast Asia still
lack access to digital technologies, and rural people are :
especially left behind. Collaboration is essential to ensure
that everyone has access to, and can benefit from, the widg .
opportunities the new digital economy opens up,” said
Reehana Raza, regional director, Asia and the Pacific, IFAD.
“SEEDS is an initiative that attempts to bring all partners
~ together to enhance digital inclusion, so that technology can.

be a real force for good.” ' :

')
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' While the interest in leveraging digital technologies to
improve service delivery for small-scale farmers is growing
rapidly among the governments of Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (Asean) and response from the private sector
is picking up, there are policy and regulatory barriers that
limit the uptake of innovations in service provision. Some
of these barriers are low digital literacy; a gap in coverage
because of poor or limited mobile internet connectivity; and
inadequate data privacy policies and regulations.

SEEDS will conduct a comprehensive analysis of the
policy and regulatory landscape influencing the uptake of
digital innovations in smallholder agriculture, with a focus
on policies that promote connectivity in rural and remote :
regions. The goal is to collaborate with government and
private sector partners to enhance the supportive policy and
regulatory framework for smallholder digital technologies.

In addition, SEEDS will engage governments, £a
agribusinesses, technology, and support organizationsin

- Cambodia, the Philippines, and Vietnam to identify specific

dlg;ta,lmmi‘étlvg_g that ca‘n;i;é. s‘upppr-,sfd.‘t It ﬁiu a.lsp"fmktu

existing IFAD country programs and interventions, aligning
with already existing digital components and initiatives. It
will identify promising digital solutions that have already
been developed and piloted through IFAD-funded projects in
the three countries to be strengthened and scaled up:
Importantly, the grassroots farmer organizations that
work with IFAD-funded projects can allay concerns of small- {
scale farmers, especially those related to data privacy, and
act as the last mile provider of services and training to =
members. 1015
“To that end, SEEDS will assist these organizations in
acquiring digital literacy and mastering the use of relevant
digital technologies. This will allow small-scale farmers to
be integrated into the evolving digital technology landscape,
and to achieve higher farm productivity and incomes.”
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Blofuel boom to push us soy meal

exports to1 record h1 "

HIPMENTS of US soybea.n

W meal to other countries are

: expected to c11mb to arecord i
hlgh next year as more of Ameri-
ca’s top oilseed crop is crushed for
vegetable oil sought after to make
green diesel.

America’s soymeal, whichiscre-
ated along with oil during crush-
ing of whole

soybeans, is forecast to reach
exports of 13.9 million tons in
the 2023-24 season, the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture said Monday. That would
exceed the record 13.2 million
tons valued at almost $7 billion
that was hit in the season ended
in September.

Higher global demand for US

meal comes as drought in Argen-

tina, typically the world’s biggest .
“soymealexporter; hasslashed the -
South American country s»supphes [ ITWA

available for shipment.

More soybeans are being pro-
cessed as energy and agriculture
companies look to profit from in-
centives to make cleaner burning
fuel made from renewable sources
suchasfarmcrops. The production
frenzy hasled to a rush on soy oil,
a key ingredient in green diesel.
Thatin turnisleading to more soy
meal, a commodity used to feed
livestock. The trendisexpected to
continue. For the first time earlier
thisyear, more US soy oil was used
for biofuel production than food
and other domestic uses.

- “US exports of soybean meal

should continue to expand as

. .. boostingmining’s contribution to

gross domestic product to 3 per-
centby2015. Thesectoraccounted
for just 0.2 percent of output last
. year, according toPwC. '
: Encouragmg fore1gh dpn@a—
nies to refine miperals in-country
remains {halleggmg—,,-mvestoxs
‘have to contend with an unveli-
able electr1c1ty supply and weak
‘domestic demand, while nfost
minerals are extracted by illegal

. miners. Northern Nigeriahasalso

long been plagued by insecurity,
 with armed gangs carrying out
‘mass abductions and killings.
The gangs have also displaced lo-

" ol

AN employee looks at soybean meal ina graln flat storage termlnaL

‘new’ 'soybeairr‘processing facili-

ties come online over the next
several years,” said Scott Gerlt,
chief economist for the American
Soybean Asso‘ciation.

Nigeria’s raw mmerals
MEANWHILE, ngena plans to
tighten rules to reduce the export
of rawmineralsand encourage the
shipment of processed products, a
move aimed at creating jobs and
boosting the value of its exports.
“You can’t take our minerals
away without adding value lo-
cally,” Dele Alake, the minister
for solid minerals, said in an in-
terview. “Which means you must
start a factory to produce some-
thing that is associated with the

cal communities, maldmg 'way for
illegal mining, Alake said.

Last month Pres:dent Bola

Tinubu’s admml.stratlon sa;d it
was mtroducmg new regulatlons

. aimed at crackmg down on smug-
gling and providing better over-
sight of the industry..It also in-
tendstorevokelicensesthataren’t
used within 18 months.

mineral that you are taking out.”

Africa’s largest crude producer
isbankingonits mineralreserves
to provide an alternative source

~ of income as'oil output dwindles.

The country haslithium, gold, bi-

tumen and iron ore deposits and

is intent on emulating nations
such as Indonesia in climbing up
the commodities value chain and
boostingemployment. Indonesia’s

nickel exports surged tenfold in

five years afterit forced buyers to,
set up refineries in the country.
Previous Nigerian: govern-:

to revive the'mining and quarry-
ing industry. A decade ago, then-"
President Goodluck Jonathan’s

administration set a target of .

' The solid-minerals miniet_ry

. hasreceived “tremendousinterest

The government signed an

‘ agreement with Australian au-
thoritieslastmonth to trainlocals
onthe technicalities. of ther mmmg

: mdustry That shoulﬂ ensure bet-
ter regulatxon and more efflglent
exploration of the country’s sohd
minerals. Alake said.

-from foreign directinvestors,” Fi-
nance Minister Wale Edun said at

" a conferénce in Abuja on Monday.

“We expect some of that to come
to fruition.” Bloomberg News
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‘ments have unsuccessfully tried



